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Col.  Thos.  Haetlby  to  Council^  1778. 

Sunbury,  8th  OctO',  1778. 
Honored  Sirs, 

It  is  wmetime  since  I  bad  tbe  pleasnre  of  writing  to  yon.  Anzions 
for  the  welfare  &  safety  of  these  Frontiers,  I  wished  if  possible  to 
drive  the  Savages  to'  a  greater  distance ;  By  acting  on  the  Defensive 
only,  this  could  not  be  effected.  The  times  of  the  Militia  were  soon 
expired,  we  are  now  without  any  of  them.  I  rec'd  a  letter  from  M*" 
Bryan,  V.  P.,  by  which  I  understood  Col.  Morgan  &  Butler  were 
acting  against  the  Indians  on  the  waters  of  the  Sosquehana,  this  with 
our  former  Inclinations  induct  ve  to  push  an  Bzpedilion  to  Tioga 
&  its  neighbourhood.  I  have  wrote  a  letter  to  Congress,  a  Copy  of 
part  of  which  I  inclose  your  Honorable  Body,  By  that  you  will 
observe  our  Designs  &  Bout.  Considering  our  numbefs  we  pushed 
oar  good  Fortune  as  Ikr  as  we  dare,  we  gave  a  present  relief  to  the 
Frontiers  k  turned  back  the  Barbarians  from  Deluging  our  Country 
with  the  Blood  of  Helpless  Mothers  &  Infanta. 

They  are  a  strange  enemy,  they  shun  Danger  when  among  us,  but 
near  their  own  Country  they  fight  brave,  a  number  of  circumstances 
happily  concurred  to  give  us  the  victory  over  them  on  the  29*^  Sept'. 

I  have  wrote  to  Congress  to  request  that  another  Regiment  should 
be  sent  to  Wyoming.  .  The  Indians  are  numeroos  as  well  as  Tories. 
I  must  therefore  request  the  Council  will  order  one  or  two  Classes 
from  Lane  &  Bucks  Counties  to  Northumberland. 

It  is  too  late  for  an  Expedition  against  Chemung  this  Fall,  we 
must  only  secure  our. posts  for  the  Winter  ft  early  in  the  Spring,  a 
Body  must  march  against  their  Towns  on  this  River,  there  are  more 
Indians  within  150  Miles  of  this,  than  within  the  like  distance  from 
Fort  Pitt,  where  so  many  men  are  collected. 

I  have  made  it  my  business  to  inform  myself,  what  T  write  to  the 
Board  may  be  relied  on.  I  could  wish  you  would  second  my  proposal 
to  Congress. 

Capt  Murrow's  Comp'y  of  six  months  men  have  shared  the  fatigues, 
and  Dangers  with  us,  they  have  rec'd  but  a  small  part  of  their  bounty, 
do  be  pleased  to  forward  some  money  for  them  by  Mr.  Carberry. 

We  are  here  on  a  Dangerous  service,  which  fives  us  few  opportu- 
nity's of  gaining  Laurels ;  we  have  a  Vigilant  &  Dangerous  Enemy, 
bet  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  think  we  serve  our  Country  &  protect  the 
helpless  A  innocent 

Yoa  will  please  to  give  directions  that  300  Round  Bullets  for 
three  pounderSi  300  Cartridges  of  grape  shot  for  the  same  Bore^ 
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1000  Flints,  6  Barrels  of  powder  a  anantity  of  twine  &  Port  Fire,  & 
a  Rbeam  of  Gannon  Cartridge  paper  oe  sent  to  this  post  immediately^ 
we  have  8  3  ponnders  on  the  Frontiers. 

I  am  (Gentlemen, 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

your  mo.  obed^  H'ble  Serv*, 

THOS.  HARTLEY, 

Colonel  CommandanL 

Directed* 
The  Honorable  Exeontiye  Council  of  Pensilvania. 


Oof  8th,  9  O'clock,  P.  M. 

By  Alexander  M^  Afee  another  Permn  who  escaped  from  the 
enemy  last  Friday,  20  miles  above  Chemnng  &  jnstnow  arrived  here. 
The  most  of  the  facts  I  have  mentioned  are  confirmed,  the  Enemy 
are  in  great  force,  and  are  coming  down  on  these  Frontiers.  If  Con- 
gress would  send  two  Regiments  more  I  would  probahly  be  able  to 
destroy  Chemung  this  Fall,  &  rid  the  world  of  some  viilians.  Yoa 
will  be  pleased  to  order  out  two  Classes  of  Militia  immediately  from 
Lancaster  k  Berks  Counties,  not  a  moment  should  be  lost  or  you 
may  have  your  Frontier  much  lower  down  than  you  expect. 

I  am  with  every  respect, 

your  most  obed^ 

humble  Serv't, 

THOS.  HARTLEY. 

P.  8  Please  to  send  on  the  ammunition  with  the  utmost  haste, 
besides  what  I  have  mentioned  before,  send  10  boxes  of  musket 
Cartridges. 

I  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  an  address  I  sent  to  the  Indians.  The 
Board  may  make  use  ii  the  narrative  Parts  of  my  Letter  to  Congress 
as  they  think  propei. 

T.  H. 

The  Honourabid  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Addbbss  ot  Coi..  Habtlet  to  Ookgbbss,  1778. 

Oct.  8, 1778. 

With  a  frontier  from  Wiominff  to  Allegany,  we  were  eeiudble 
the  few  regnkr  Troops  we  hed  eoiUd  not  defend  the  necesaafy  Poster 
We  thought  (if  it  were  praoticaUe),  it  would  be  beat  to  draw  the 
Prioeipal  part  of  our  Foroe  together,  as  the  Inhabitants  woold  be  in 
no  great  danger  daring  oor  absence.  I  make  a  stroke  at  some  of 
the  nearest  Indian  towns,  especially  as  we  learnt  a  handsome 
detachment  had  been  sent  into  the  £nemy's  Ooantry,  by  the  way  of 
Cherry  Valley.  We  w^  in  hopes  we  shoald  dnye  the  Savages 
to  ijmater  ^stance. 

^Wuh  Ydnnteers  and  others  we  reckoned  on  400  Rank  &  File 
for  the  expedition,  besides  17  Horse,  whioh  i  moonted  fross  my  own 
B^m^,  nnder  the  Oommand  of  M'  Carbery. 

Oar  Rendeavoos  was  Fort  Mnncy,  on  the  West  Branch,  intend- 
ing to  penitrate,  by  the  SheriMcnnnnk  Psth,  to  Tioga,  at  the  June-* 
tion  of  the  Cayuga,  with  the  maio  North-East  Branch  of  Sosqae- 
hannah,  from'  theaoe  lict  as  cironmstancea  miffbt  require. 

The  Troops  met  at  Mnncy  the  18  Sept%  when  we  came  to  eonnt 
and  anay  onr  Foroe  (br  the  EzpeditioDi  they  aaovnted  only  to 
ftbent  200  Bank  k  FiW.  We  thought  the  mtmber  small,  bat  as  we 
MssiMDed  the  Bnemy  had  no  notice  of  onr  Designs,  we  hoped  at 
least  to  make  a  good  Diversion  if  no  more,  whilst  the  Iniiamtaats 
were  ssTiog  their  grain  on  the  Frontier. 

On  the  Morning  of  the  21*^,  at  four  o'CSoek,  wo  marebed  from 
Honeyf  with  the  Force  I  have  mentioned,  we  carried  two  Boxes  of 
apars  ammunition  and  Twelve  days  Provisions. 

In  our  Bout  we  met  with  great  Bains  k  prodigiona  awaisps, 
Monntaina,  Defiles  A  Bocks  impeded  our  march,  wo  had  to  open  and 
clear  the  wav  as  we  passed. 

We  waded  or  swam  the  Biver  Lyooming  upwards  of  20  Times. 
I  will  not  trouble  your  honoariable  Body  with  a  tedions  Detail,  but 
I  eannot  help  observing  <itat,  I  immaglne,  IhaDifiedties  iu  Oroasiog 
the  Alps,  or  passing  up  Keanipeok,  ooold  not  have  been  greater  than 
those  our  men  expetienoed  fSor  the  Time.  I  hovo  the  Pkasnre  to 
■ay  tbey  surmounted  Ihem  with  graat  Besolutton  and  Fortliude, 

in  lonely  woods  and  groves  we  found  the  Haunts  aid  Larking 
Places  of  the  aavagO  Murderers  who  bad  desolated  onr  Frontier. 
We  saw  the  Huts  where  they  had  dressed  and'  dried  the  sealps  of 
Ike  helplesi  womenA  OhiMren  who  had  fbU  in  thelff  hands. 

On  the  Morning  of  the  26*^  our  Advance  Party^f  19  met  with 
mn  equal  Number  of  Indikns  on  the  Path,  apprcaebing  eaeh  other, 
•sr  People  had  the  fisst  Fire,  a  very  important  Indian  Ohief  was 
killed  and  scslped,  the  rest  fled. 

A  few  Mites  further  we  dioooverid  where  upwssda  of  70  Wsrriors 


6  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVBS  1778- 

had  lay  the  night  before,  on  their  March  towards  oar  Frontiers,  the 
Paniok  oommnnioated,  tbej  fled  with  their  Brethren. 

No  Time  was  lost,  we  advanced  towards  Shesheonnunk/  in  the 
Neighboorhood  of  which  place  we  took  15  Prisoners  from  them,  we 
learnt  that  a  Man  had  deserted  from  Capt.  Spalding's  Company  at 
Wiomiag,  after  the  Troops  had  marched  from  thence,  ft  had  given 
the  eaemy  Notice  of  oar  intended  Expedition  against  them. 

We  moved  widi  the  greatest  Dispatch  towai^  Tioga,  advancing 
oar  HoiBe,  and  some  Foot  in  Front,  who  did  their  duty  very  well ; 
a  namber  of  the  Enemy  fled  before  as  with  Precipitation,  it  was 
near  dark  when  we  came  to  thai  Town,  oor  Troops  were  mnoh 
fatiffoed ;  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  farther  that  Night 

We  took  another  Prisoner,  apon  (lie  whole  Information,  we  were 
clear  the  savages  had  Intelligence  of  as  some  day8----Tbat  the 
IncBans  had  been  towards  the  German  Flats — had  taken  8  scalps  ft 
broaght  of  70  oxen  intended  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  Stanwtx— 
That  on  their  Retam  they  were  to  have  attacked  Wioming  and  the 
settlements  on  the  West  Branch  again — That  Coi«  Mol'gan  nor  no 
oihw  Person  had  attempted  to  penetrate  into  the  Enemy^s  Coantrj, 
ae  we  had  been  given  to  nnderstand,  and  that  the  Collected  force  at 
Chemang  woald  be  apwards  of  500,  ft  that  they  wens  building  a 
Fort  there. 

•  We  also  weve^told  that  yoang  Batler  had  been  at  Tioga  a  few 
Hours  before  we  came— that  he  had  800  Men  with  himi  the  moat  of 
them  Tories,  dressed  in  green— that  they  were  returned  towards 
Chemang,  12  Miles  off,  ft  that  they  determined  to  give  as  Battle  in 
some  of  the  Defiles  near  it.    - 

It  was  soon  resolved  we  should  proceed  no  farther,  but  if  possible, 
make  oor  way  good  to  Wionung.  We  bomt  Tioga,  Queen  Hester's 
Palace  or  Town,  ft  all  the  settlements  on  this  side ;  sevecal  Canoes 
were  taken  and  some  Plunder,  Part  of  which  was  destroyed. 

M'  Oarbery  with  the  HorM  (mly,  was  close  on  Batler,  he  was  in 
possession  of  the  Town  of  Shawnee,  3  Miles  up  the  Cayuga  Branch, 
but  as  we  did  not  advance,  he  returned. 

The  Consternation  of  the  Enemy  was  great,  we  pushed  oor  good 
Fortune  as  fisr  as  we  doie,  nay,  it  is  probable  the  good  countenance 
we  put  on  saved  us  from  destruetion,  as  we  were  advanced  so  far  into 
the  Enemy's  Country  ft  no  return  but  wha*  we  could  make  with  the 
sword.     We  came  to  Shesheeunonk  that  night. 

Had  we  had  500  Regular  Troops,  and  150  Light  Troops,  with  «ne 
or  two  Pieces  of  artillery,  we  probably  ndffht  Imvo  destroyed  Che* 
muttg^  which  is  now  the  reoeptiele  of  all  villainous  Indians  ft  Toriei 
from  the  diffeiteat  Tribes  and  states.  From  thia  they  make  theic 
Ezeoieions  agliasi  the  Frontiera  of  N.  York,  Pennsjflvania,  Jersey 
ft  Wioming,  ft  commit  those  horrid  Murders  and  Devastations  we 
have  heard  of.  Niagn  and  Chemung  are  the  assilums  of  those 
Tories  who  cannot  get  to  New  York, 

On  the  Morning  of  the.  28^,  we  crossed  the  Btver  and  Uarol^ed 
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iownrds  Wjalnnng,  where  we  arriyed  that  night  at  elereii  (/Gloek ; 
our  men  mneh  worn  down— onr  Whiskey  k  Floar  was  gone. 

On  the  Morning  of  the  29^  we  were  obliged  to  stay  Hill  eleven 
o'clock  to  kill  and  cooke  Beef.  This  neoossarj  stop  gave  the  finemy 
Xieasare  to  approach. 

Seyenty  of  oar  Men,  from  real  or  pretended  Lameness,  w<«t  into 
the  Gaooes,  others  rode  on  the  empty  Pack  Horses,  we  had  not  more 
than  120  Rank  &  file  to  fall  in  the  Line  of  March. 

L'  Sweeny,  a  Talnable  officer,  had  the  Rear  Gnard,  consisting  of 
30  Men,  besides  five  active  Raonera  under  M'  Gamplen.  The 
advance  gaaid  was  to  consist  of  an  officer  &  15.  There  were  a  few 
Flanken,  bat  from  the  Difficulty  of  the  ground  k  Fatigue,  they 
were  seldom  of  use. 

The  rest  of  our  Little  army  was  formed  into  three  Divisions,  those 
of  my  Resm*  composed  the  fimt,  Gap^  Spalding's  the  2%  Gap*  Mur- 
voVs  the  8^.  The  Light  Home  was  equally  divided  between  front 
mnd  Rear.  The  Pack  Horses  and  the  Cattle  we  had  colleeted,  were. 
to  follow  the  ndviaee  guard. 

In  this  order  we  moved  from  Wyafaistng  at  twelve  o'clodr,  a  slight 
ftttaek  was  made  on  our  Front  from  a  Hill,  half  an  Hour  afUrwaras 
m  warmer  one  was  made  mi  tho  same  quarter,  after  ordering  the  2' 
nad  8'  Divisions  to  out  Flank  Uie  £«nMny,  we  soon  drove  them,  but 
this,  aa  I  expected,  was  only  amusement,  we  kst  aa  little  tune  aa 
possible  with  them. 

At  two  o'clock  a  very  heavy  atiadc  was  made  on  our  Rear,  which 
obliged  the  most  of  the  Rear  guard  to  give  way,  whilst  several 
Induma  appeared  on  our  Left  Fkak.  By  the  weight  of  the  Firing 
we  were  soon- convinced  we  had  to  oppose  a  Large  Body. 

Gap^  Stoddard  commanded  in  Fr6ot,  I  was  in  the  Gentro;  I  ob- 
oeived  some  high  ground  which  overlooked  the  fiaemy,  ordcors  wero*' 
immediately  given  finr  the  first  &  8*  IXvision  to  take  Possession  of 
it,  whilst  Gap^  Spald&ng  was  dkpalobed  te  support  the  Rear  Guard. 
We  gained  the  Heights  almost  unnoticed  by  the  Barbariaas,  Gap* 
fiteddert  sent  a  small  Party  tofn^-  the  Bnony's  Bear ;  at  this 
otitaeal  moment  Gap^  Boone  &  Brady,  &  L*  King,  with  a  few  Brave 
Fellows,  landed  from  the  Ganoca^  joined  M'.  Sweeny,  and  nnewed 
tin  aetioB  there;  The  War  Hnop  was  given  by  our  Peo]4e  below 
amd  oomassmaoatsd  roond,  we  advaaoed  an  the  finamy  on  all  ude% 
with  great  shouting  k  Noise,  the  Indians  after  a  bsave  resistanoe  of 
oeme  msnateay  oouceived  themselves  nearly  surrounded,  fled  with  the 
utmost  Haste,  by  the  only  Passes  that  remained^  &  left  ten  dead  on' 
tbe  ground. 

Our  Troops  wished  to  do  their  du^,  but  they  wero  muoh  over* 
oomo  with  Fatigue,  otherwiaa  (as  the  Lidiana  knmagiaed  themaelvea 
narrounded),  we  should  drove  the  Enemy  into  the  River. 

From  e^ery  aeeoont  these  were  a  selwt  bodv  of  warriers,  seat  after 
wa,  consisting  of  near  200  Mea.  Their  Gonfidenoe  and  Impetiosity 
probably  gave  the  victory  to  us. 
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After  they  luid  drove  oar  Kear  some  Distance  fbeir  Cbic^ 
heard  to  aay,  in  the  Indian  Langnage,  that  which  is  interpreted  thus : 
my  Brave  Warrion  we  drive  Aem,  be  bold  and  strong,  the  day  is 
onra,  npon  this  they  advanced  very  quick  without  snffidently  regard* 
ing  their  Rear. 

We  had  no  alternative  bat  Oonqaesi  or  Death,  they  would  have 
murdered  us  all  had  they  sucoeded,  but  the  great  God  of  Battles 
protected  us  in  the  day  of  Danger. 

We  had  4  killed  and  10  wounded.  The  Bnemy  must  have  had 
at  least  threble  the  number  killed  &  wounded. 

They  received  such  a  Beating  as  prevented  them  from  giving  us 
any  further  trouble  daring  our  March  to  Wioming,  which  ia  more 
than  50  Miles  from  the  Place  of  action. 

The  officers  of  my  Regiment  behaved  well  to  a  Man.  All  the 
party  will  acknowledge  the  greatest  merit  and  Bravery  of  Gap*  Stod* 
dert,  I  cannot  say  enoogh  in  his  Favor,  he  deeervea  the  Esteem  of 
his  Country. 

M'  Carbery  with  his  Horse,  was  very  activci  aad  rendeied  ina- 
portent  services  'till  his  Horses  were  fatigued. 

Nearly  all  the  other  officers  acquitted  themselves  with  R^>utataon. 

Gap^  Spalding  exerted  himself  as  mach  as  possible. 

Gap*  MorroWf  from  his  knowledge  of  Indian  affiiirS|  and  their 
mode  of  Fightingi  was  sorvioeable.  His  Men  were  Marksmen  and 
were  useful. 

The  men  of  my  Reg*  were  armed  with  MuekeCs  &  Bayonets,  the j 
were  no  great  marksmen,  aad  were  awkward  at  wood  Fighting.  The 
Bullet  and  three  swan  shot  in  each  Piece  made  up,  in  some  measure^ 
for  the  want  of  skill. 

Tho'  we  were  happy  enough  to  succeed  in  this  Action,  yet  I  am 
convinced  that  a  number  of  Lighter  Troops,  under  good  officers,  are 
necessary  for  this  Service.  Ou  the  3*  the  Savages  kill'd  ft  scalped 
8  men,  who  had  imprudently  left  the  Oarrison  at  Wioming  to  go  in 
eearoh  of  Potatoes. 

From  our  observations,  we  imagine  that  the  same  Party  who  had 
fought  us,  after  taking  Care  of  their  Dead  df  Wtmndedj  had  came  os 
towards  Wyoming,  and  are  now  in  that  Neighbourhood. 

I  left  half  of  my  detachment  there  with  five  of  my  own  oAeen^ 
should  they  attempt  to  invesi  the  place  when  their  niimfciw  is  is^ 
creased,  I  make  no  doubt  but  they  will  be  disappointed. 

Our  Garrisoes  have  plenty  of  Beef  &  Salt,  tho'  Flour  is  scarce  at 
Wioming.  * 

I  arrived  here  with  the  remainder  of  the  detachment  on  the  5th| 
we  have  performed  a  Giiuuit  of  hear  300  miles  itL  about  two  weeka. 
Wo  brought  of  near  50  Head  of  Oattk,  £8  Ganoes,  besides  manji 
other  articles. 

I  would  respectfully  propose  thai  the  Gongress  would  be  pleased 
to  send  a  Connecticut  Regiment  to  Garrison  Wyoming  as  soon  as 
pofisiblci  it  is  but  120  miles  from  Fkh  Kills.     I  have  done  all  I 
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can  for  tbe  good  of  the  whole.  I  have  giyen  all  the  Support  in  my 
Power  to  that  Post^  bat  if  Troops  are  not  immediatelj  sent,  these 
Settlements  will  be  destroyed  in  Detail.  In  a  week  or  less  a  Regi- 
ment ooold  march  from  Fish  Kill  to  Wyoming. 

My  little  Regiment,  with  two  Classes  of  Lancaster  and  Berks 
Coanty  MUitia,  will  be  scarcely  sufficient  to  preserve  the  Posts  from 
Neeo^ake  Valls  to  Mnncyi  and  from  thence  to  the  Head  of  Penns 
VaUy. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  most  obed* 

Hamblo  Sery*, 

THO  HARTLEY,  Col.* 
Commd*  on  the  Northern  Frontiers  of  Penna. 

Snnbnry;  Oct'  8%  1778. 

Directed, 

The  Honoorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  Copy. 


Col.  Walter  Stewart  to  V.  P.  Bryak,  1778. 

Camp,  Ocf  9th;  1778. 
Sir, 

This  will  be  handed  yon  by  Lienteimnt  Colonel  Miller  of  my 
Regiment,  by  whom  I  do  myself  the  Honor  of  transmitting  you 
Account  of  Bounty  due  to  the  men  belonging  to  it.  I  have  been 
often  much  surprised  to  find  the  officers  send  on  the  recruits  from 
Philadelphia  with  half,  and  some  two  thirds  the  Bounty  due  them ; 
it  Ooeasionfl  a  great  Uneasiness  and  Grumbling ;  where  the  fault 
lays  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  say.  Colonel  Miller  has  my  Orders 
to  endeavour  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  those  officers  who  are  In- 
debted to  the  soldiers,  and  should  I  find  that  any  of  them  have  made 
an -Improper  use  of  the  money  drawn,  I  shall  Immediately  put  them 
under  stopages  until  suoh  time  as  they  have  settled  their  aeoounts 
properly. 

In  the  mean  time  I  wish  Lieu<  Col.  Miller  could  draw  about  Two 
Thousand  Dollars,  with  which  I  shall  make  shift  until  such  time  as 
I  get  the  accounts  of  the  recruiting  officers  finally  settled. 

*  An  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  by  Council  for  his  **  braye  and 
prudent  condnot  in  eoTering  the  N.  W.  frontiers,"  &o. — See  Golon.  Reo., 
Vol.  XL,  n.  640. 

1* 
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I  flhall  do  myself  the  Honoor  of  writing  yoa  farther  m  a  few  dftji^ 
tnd  with  respect  and  Esteem 

y*'  most  Obed't 

H'ble  Servant, 

WALTER  STEWART,  CoL. 

2nd  Pens^  Reg*!. 
Directed, 

The  Hon'ble  Geo.  Bryan,  Eflqoire,  V.  President  of  the  Hon'ble 
Coanoil  of  Pensylvania. 


CoLONBL  Habtlet  TO  GovfmsL,  1778. 

Sunbury,  7th  Ocf  r,  1778. 
May  iiplioaae  yomr  Honors, 

Since  writing  to  yon  by  Mr.  Garbeny,  I  have  been  waited  opon 
by  a  number  of  respectable  Inhabitants  of  this  County,  who  request 
me  to  send  io  your  Honors  Mr.  Moffit,  who  was  a  prisoner  with  the 
Indians,  &  Capt.  Chambers  &  Coll.  Antis,  in  order  that  you  may  be 
fully  informed  of  the  designs  of  the  Savages  &  the  situation  of  these 
Frontiers,. whidi  is  really  alarming. 

I  have  just  reo*  mformation  from  Fort  Muncy  that  two  Sergeants 
of  my  B^ment  were  surprised  there  this  morning  by  the  Indians ; 
one  was  Killed,  the  other  missing,  supposed  to  be  taken. 

I  am  with  mueh  respect, 

your  most  obd't  hooible  Servant, 

TflO  HARTLEY, 

Col.  Comm  d. 

P.  S.  Tou  win  probably  think  it  proper  to  order  some  Militia 
from  Gumberiand  County  also. 

yours,  &c.| 

T.  HARTLEY. 

Oapftaiin  Munrows  Six  Months  men  refuse  to  do  their  Duty  till 
they  receive  their  Bounty,  80  Dollars  ^  man  i  do  let  Money  be  sent 
immediately  for  them. 

DireUedf 
The  Hon'ble  The  Executive  Council  of  Pensilvania. 

The  above  mentioned  Mr.  Moffat  was  brought  down  to  this  citjf 
by  Capt.  Chambers. 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
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jAttES  Dbake  to  Philip  SoHimiiERy  177^. 

Fort  Schujler,  Oof  10, 1778. 

Sir, 

Ab  the  SeDOoa  Gbief,  called  the  Great  Tree,  who  was  the  fammer 
past  with  General  Washinston,  returned  thro'  Oneida,  be  gave  our 
Friends  there  the  most  solemn  assurances  that  upon  his  iijrrival  in 
his  own  Countrj,  he  would  exert  his  utmost  Influence  to  dispose  his 
Trihe  to  peaee  and  Friendship  with  the  United  States,  and  that 
should  his  Attempts  prove  unsuccessful,  he  would  immediately  leave 
his  Nation  and  join  the  Oneidas  with  his  Friends  &  Adherents.  A 
long  Time  having  elapsed  without  hearing  any  Thing  from  the  Oreat 
Tree,  the  Oneidas^  a  few  Days  sinoe,  dispatched  a  Runner  to  him, 
desiring  as  Account  of  his  Success.  The  Express  returned  yester- 
day with  the  following  Intelligence,  which  the  Sachems  immediately 
forwarded  to  me  by  three  of  their  Warriors,  namely,  that  upon  hia 
Arrival  in  the  Seneeas  Country  he  found  that  whole  People  in  Arms, 
and  the  two  Villages,  Kannadarege  and  Jenessee,  where  he  was, 
erowded  with  their  Warriors,  who  were  all  collected  from  their  more 
remote  Settlements ;  that  upon  the  Great  Tree's  first  Arrival,  Ap- 
pearances seemed  to  promise  him  sucoess,  but  that  a  Rumour  being 
circuUted  that  the  Americans  were  about  to  invade  them,  they  had 
all  flown  to  Arms,  the  Great  Tree  with  the  Rest,  and  determined  to 
chaatiee  the  Enemy  that  dared  presume  to  think  of  penetrating  their 
Country.  That  they  are  to  be  joined  by  all  the  Indians  as  far  as 
the  Onandagas,  a  small  party  of  which  Tribe  are  also  gone  to  meet 
them,  and  likewise  by  those  of  the  several  settlements  upon  the 
Branches  of  the  Susquehannah.  That  the  Seneeas  were  to  march 
the  eighth,  and  the  Quigog^s  the  ninth  Ins^  That  the  whole  party 
was  to  rendezvous  at  EannakalOf  a  place  situated  upon  that  Branch 
of  the  Susquehannah  called  the  Tayego  Branch,  and  from  thence 
were  to  proceed  against  the  Frontieraof  Pennsylvania  or  the  Jerseys. 
Our  Oneida  Friends  rely  on  the  Authenticity  of  the  above  Intelli- 
gence, &  beg  it  may  not  bo  neglected. 

I  am;  Sir,  with  profound  Respect, 

your  most  obedient 

&  homble  servant, 

JAMES  DEANE. 
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OouKCiL  TO  Pbbs.  op  Congeess,  1778. 

In  Council; 

Philadelphia;  October  lOth,  1778. 

Sir; 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  for  eome  time  past  supported  a 
factory  for  the  making  of  armS;  which  has  been  oondncted  with  care 
and  attention  by  Hr.  Peter  De  Haven  and  Mr.  Benj'n  Rittenhoose. 
As  there  is  no  fund  provided  for  the  support  of  this  factory;  Connml 
have  had  it  under  consideration  to  discontinue  it,  but  as  William 
Henry,  Esquire,  of  Lancaster;  has  lately  proposed  to  the  State  to 
undertake  the  repairing  a  great  number  of  arms  belonging  to  the 
Ct)ntinent;  which  the  Council  apprehend  it  would  be  improper  for 
them  to  do.  The  Council  think  it  proper;  however;  before  they  difi* 
charge  the  workmen,  to  mention  to  Congress  its  present  situation  ; 
conceiving  it  probable  that  they  may  think  it  their  interest  to  take 
tfab  factory  into  their  employ,  upon  such  terms  as  shall  appear  to  be 
reasonable.  The  workmen  will  be  continued  a  few  dayS;  untill  the 
determination  of  Congress  herein  shall  be  had. 

I  am  with  great  respect; 

SiTi  your  moat  obedient 

humble  Servant 

To  the  Honorable  Henry  LaurenS;  Esqr., 

Preadent  of  Congress. 


Marihb  Committbh  of  Coukcil  to  Capt.  Wabb,  17T8. 

^  •      Philadelphia;  12th  Oct.,  1778. 
Sir; 

The  Marine  Committee  of  Congress  having  applied  to  Council  for 
your  assistance  in  conducting  the  frigate  Le  Chimere,  belonging  to 
his  most  Christian  Majesty,  through  the  Chevauz  de  Frize,  in  the 
Delaware;  I  recommend  that  you  give  the  Captain  of  the  Frigate 
your  immediate  help  in  that  business;  and  thereby  oblige; 

Sir; 

Your  humble  Serv*. 
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PWBB.  OP  CONGBESS  TO  V.  P.  BrYAN,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  18th  October,  1778. 
Honorable  Sir, 

Since  mj  last  of  the  7tb  Instant,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiv- 
bg  and  presenting  to  Congress  your  Letter  of  the  10th,  which  was 
committed  to  the  Board  of  War. 

The  present  serves  to  Cover  an  Act  of  Congress  of  yesterday's 
date,  for  encouraging  Beligion  and  good  Morals,  and  for  the  sup- 
preasioQ  of  such  Entertainments  and  diversions  as  have  a  contrary 
tendency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

with  very  great  respect  &  Esteem, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 

The  Honorable  Yice  President  Bryan, 


Philip  Beahm  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Allentown,  Oct  14, 1778. 
Hon'  Sii, 

There  is  the  greatest  necessity  for  a  large  sum  of  money  to  pay 
of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  and  as  Col*  Sigfrled,  Sheriff,  has  a 
considerable  sum  of  the  monies  raised  from  confiscated  estates,  I 
should  be  infinitly  Obliged,  by  your  Order  On  Mr.  Sigfried,  for  three 
thousand  pounds,  as  the  Militia  are  become  very  Clamorous  for  want 
of  their  pay. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  honor's  most  Obed* 

&  very  Humble  Serv*, 

PHILIP  BEAHM, 
P.  Mr. 
The  Hon'ble  Geo.  Bryan,  Esqr., 

Vice  Pres*  of  y  Sup.  Ex.  Council. 
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Pexs.  op  CoNaRBSs  TO  V.  p.  Bryak,  17T8. 

PhUadelphia,  16th  Oct.;  1778. 
Hon'ble  Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  preseDting  to  yon  an  Act  of  Congress  of  this 
date,  for  preventing  the  spreading  Seditions  Papers  in  these  States 
bjr  the  Enemy,  nndcr  cover  of  Flags  of  Tmoe  or  otherwise,  ft  for 
punishing  persons  detected  in  attempts  to  disperse  snch  Papers, 
which  will  be  found  within  the  present  Inclosnre. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Sir,  your  Honor's  most 

bomble  Servant, 

HENRr  LAUREIfS, 

President  of  Oongress. 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire, 

Yiee  President,  Pennsylvania. 


Samubl  Adams  to  Timothy  Matlack,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  informd  that  Oeneral  Clinton  designs  to  send  to  the  Gover- 
nor or  Assembly  of  each  of  the  United  States,  Copies  of  an  insulting 
Paper,  called  a  Manifesto  or  Proclamation,  calculated  to  promote  » 
Bebellion,  and  that  the  one  intended  for  this  State  is  to  be  sent  by 
Water  up  the  Delaware.  And  as  it  appears  to  be  the  Design  of  the 
Enemy,  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  their  power,  further  to  pursue  theif 
barbarous  practice  of  laying  waste  our  Sea  Ports,  and  that  they 
would  be  partieulariv  gratified  by  an  opportunity  of  destroying  this 
City;  would  it  not  be  proper  that  one  or  two  of  your  Oallies should 
be  oidered  to  watch  for  them  in  the  River,  that  they  may  seise  their 
Vessel  &  bring  the  Men  up,  blindf^d,  to  be  eonfined  i  dealt  with 
according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  Nations.  You  will  excuse  this 
Hint,  and  be  assured  that  I  am, 

Your  very  humble  ServS 

S.  ADAMS. 
PhiladS  Octob'  16, 1778. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq. 

*  Bee  Col.  Reo.,  Tol.  XI.,  p.  696-4. 
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BSSOLUnONS  07  COIWRBSS,  1778. 

In  OongreflB,  16tfa  Ootober,  1778. 

Whereas  Congress;  on  the  22nd  daj  of  April^  1778,  did  Resolve,, 
tliat  '^  any  Man  or  body  of  Men,  who  should  presume  to  make  any 
seperate  or  partial  Convention,  or  agreement  with  Commissioners 
noder  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  them,  ought  to  be  oon- 
sidered  and  treated  as  open  and  avowed  Enemies  to  the  United 
States/'  And  Whereas,  Congress  have  received  intelligence,  that 
the  Commissioners  of  the  King  of  Oreat  Britain  are  about  to  send, 
under  the  sanction  of  a  flag  certain  seditious  Papers,  under  the  name 
and  title  of  Manifestoes,  to  be  distributed  throughout  these  United 
States,  with  a  view  to  stir  up  dissentions,  animosities  and  Bebel- 
lions,  among  the  good  people  of  these  State&  And  Whereas,  such 
practices  are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Nations,  and  utterly  subversive 
of  the  confidence  necessary  for  those  means  which  have  been  invent- 
ed am<Hig  oivHiaed  Nations,  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  War ;  where- 
fore, the  Agents  employed  to  distribute  the  said  Papers  are  not 
entitled  to  protection  from  a  flag,  while  engaged  in  the  prosecution 
of  such  ne£uriou8  purposes. 

Besolved, 

That  it  be  tecomnended  to  the  BxecnKve  Powers  of  these  United 
States,  to  take  up  and  secure  in  safe  and  close  custody,  all  and  every 
person  and  persons,  who,  under  the  sanction  of  a  flag,  or  otherwise 
may  be  concerned  or  engaged  in  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  and  fur- 
ther, that  the  Papers  aforesaid  be  printed  in  the  several  Gaaettes, 
more  fully  to  convince  the  good  people  of  these  States  of  the  insi- 
dioiis  designs  of  the  said  Commissioners. 

By  Order  of  Congress, 

HENRY  LAUKENS,  President.* 


ROBBRT  LeYJSRS  TO  COUNCIL,  17T8. 

Baston,  October  17th,  1778* 
ffir, 

An  EzpresiB  is  just  this  moment  come  from  Col.  Strouds,  bring- 
ing the  melancholy  account  that  the  Tories  and  Indians,  in  the  Upper 
part  of  the  Hinesinks,  in  Tork  Government,  are  burning  and  de- 
stroying all  before  them.  It  is  said  the  Enemy  are  Six  Hundred 
strong,  and  that  Tories  join  them  every  hour.  It  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed bat  they  will  be  in  this  State  soon,  and  the  inhabitants  above  are 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  695,  590. 


16  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1778. 

all  moving,  and  in  the  greatest  distress  &  oonfasion.  By  a  Letter  I 
have  seen  this  morning  jErom  Capt.  Alexander  Patterson,  at  Col. 
Strouds,  stationed  as  Quarter  Master,  it  is  mentioned  that  they  have 
neither  Hilitaiy  Stores  or  ProvisionS|  so  that,  if  they  should  sud- 
denly attack  that  part  of  this  County,  destitute  of  help  as  they  are, 
the  Country  must  fly  before  ibd  Enemy.  I  understand  by  Col.  Dea- 
nison,  from  Wyoming,  that  a  few  days  ago  Three  persons  were 
killed  near  Wyoming,  and  another  was  sent  in  with  his  life,  scalped 
to  his  Eyebrows  almost.  I  am  persuaded  you  may  be  convinced 
this  account  Is  to  be  depended  on,  it  having  been  rumoured  a  day 
or  two,  but  now  confirmed  by  several  persons  from  the  Upper  part 
of  this  county,  who  have  been  near  the  desolated  parts  to  gain  In- 
telligence ;  notwithstanding,  nothing  more  particular  is  yet  come  to 
our  knowledge  here,  as  Mr.  Henry  f  ullert  will  set  off  to  day  to  wait 
on  Council;  if  any  thing  farther  shall  come  to  hand  I  will  be  more 
particular.    By  him  I  have  wrote  you. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 
Timothy' Matlack,  Esquire. 


COUKCIL  TO  MON8.  GsBABBy  MiKIBTEB  07  FEAROBy    1778. 

In  Council. 

PhUad%  October  17, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  Honorable  Congress  having  transmitted  to  me  a  resolutioa  of 
their  body  relative  to  Mr.  William  Strakerj  taken  by  the  Count 
d'Estaing,  on  his  passage  from  Barbadoes,  1  layed  the  same  before 
the  Council  of  this  State,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your 
Excellency,  that  in  judging  of  the  case  of  that  Gentleman,  from  the 
evidence  now  adduced,  &  especially  from  his  known  abode  in  the 
Country,  &  his  past  conduct,  the  Council  are,  in  justice  to  Mr.  S., 
disposed  to  consider  &  receive  him  as  a  citizen  of  this  State.  They 
do  therefore  wish  your  Excellency  to  treat  him  as  such.  And  as  to 
bis  property  taken  when  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag, 
should  your  honour  think  it  proper  to  deliver  it  up  to  Mr.  Straker, 
the  Coundl  will  esteem  it  an  instance  of  your  polite  attention  to 
tiiem  &  to  the  interest  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 
May  it  please  y^  Excellency, 

Your  Excellencies  most  obed* 

4  very  hum.  Serv*, 

GEO.  BRYAN,  V.  P. 

The  Sieur  Gerard,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty. 
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Chas.  Dbshlbb  to  V.  P.  Brtak,  1778. 

AUerftowB,  Oet'  17th,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Hoo'ble  the  Execatire  Coancil  was  pleased,  by  a  letter  tome, 
dated  March  llth|  1778,  to  appoint  me  Comm'"  of  the  Magazine  of 
ProTisioDS,  provided  by  the  Comm"  of  Northampton  county,  for  the 
use  of  the  Army.  I  have,  with  what  diligence  I  could,  attended  to 
the  business,  and  received  a  letter  from  Col<*  Blaine,  B.  C'^  Gen*  of 
Purchases,  directing  me  to  deliver  over  what  may  remain  on  my 
hands  to  the  issuing  Commissary  at  Easton,  to  be  forwarded  to 
Camp ;  this,  of  consequence,  brings  my  business  to  a  period.  Should 
be  glad  to  know  with  whom  I  am  to  adjust  my  aoa)mpts,  and  receive 
my  wages. 

I  am,  with  due  respect. 

Sir,  your  most  Obed*  & 

very  Humble  Serv*, 

CHARLES  DESHLER. 

His  Exoellency,  Geo.  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  Prest' 


MoNsiEUB  Geeabd  TO  V.  P.  Bbyan,  1778. 

A  Philadelphie,  le  17.  8bre,  1778. 
Monsieur, 

La  Lettre  dont  vous  m'aves  honore  aujonrd'hui  est  la  Scule  yoye 
mtek  entre  poovDira  Soarerains,  par  laqu'elle  j'ai  €i6  inform^  que 
le  Conseil  de  Pensylvanie  ^toit  d' opinion  que  William  Straker  devoit 
dtre  regard6  comme  Gitoyen  de  oet  Etat ;  Ce  prisonier  m'en  ayant 
parl^  et  fait  parler  je  lui  ai  d^clar^  et  fait  d^Iarer  qu'il  ne  pouvoit 
obtenir  sa  liberte  que  dn  oonsentement  du  Roi  mon  Maitre  ou  de 
■on  reprfeeataiit. 

Je  doia  prfonmer  on'il  n'en  a  paa  rendu  oompte  aa  Conseil  danff 
le  tome :  Je  pnns  la  liberty,  Monsieur  de  le  lui  repr^senter  aujourd'- 
liiiy  par  votre  eanal  et  de  vovs  assurer  que  le  d61ai  que  j'ai  laiss6  d 
Willuai  Straker  ai'aTott  d'antre  objet  que  de  do»ner  le  terns  aa 
Oonaeil  de  diaeuter  amiablement  oette  afisira  avee  moi.  J'y  soia 
eDcore  dispoa^  cbmaM  &  vous  doDtver  ainsi  qu'au  Conseil  toutes  lea 
pnavea  d'egardo  et  de  d£f6i«noe  oompatible  avco  lea  priaeipea 
et  avee  mea  devoirs,  nuna  la  Conduite  du  prisonier  ne  me  permettra 
de  Bi'y  pfetcr  que  loraqo'il  sera  pr^labkment  reaaia  sa  poavoir  da 
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Boi  mon  maitre  et  i  ma  disposition  oonform6m6nt  &  la  r^oiaitioii 
que  j'ai  faite  aoz  Congrds  des  Etats-Unia. 

J&i  rhonnear  d'etre  avec  respect, 

Monsiaar, 

Votre  tree  humble  et  tr^ 

obeisaant  Serviteuri 

GERARD. 

Min.  Plenip. 

M',  le  Vice  President  da  Conseil  de  I'Etatde  Penaylvanie. 


Council  to  Col.  Galbraith,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Octob'  19, 1778. 

Sir, 

The  last  accounts  from  the  City  of  New  York,  leave  no  room  to 
doubt  but  that  the  enemy  are  making  a  considerable  movement,  and 
as  the  object  they  have  in  view  is  uncertain,  it  is  necessary  to  pre* 
pare  to  repel  them,  in  case  they  should  again  invade  this  state.  Yoa 
are,  therefore,  hereby  required  to  take  every  measure  to  have  Ttwo) 
classes  of  the  Militia  of  your  county  in  readiness  to  take  the  field  on 
the  shortest  notice.  The  importance  of  this  order  is  so  evident, 
that  the  Council  need  urge  no  other  motive  to  you  than  a  regard  to 
the  inteieat  and  safety  of  our  country. 


Council  to  Maj.  Gsn.  Jno.  Armstrong,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  October  19<^  1778. 

Sir, 


The  intelligence  lately  received  from  the  city  of  New  York,  h 
no  room  to  doubt  but  that  some  movement  of  importance  is  now 
making,  &  from  the  threats  contained  in  the  publication,  issued  by  the 
British  Commissioners,  there  is  every  reason  to  induce  the  aervend 
states  to  take  the  utmost  precaution  for  their  defenoe }  and  more 
especially  those  States  who  have  considerable  towns  exposed  to 
ravage  and  destruction.  The  Council  desirous  of  taking  efieotsal 
measures  to  prevent  any  deficiency  in  command  in  case  the  eneroj 
should  attempt  another  invasion  of  this  state,  have  determined  that 
it  is  highly  neceaaary  for  you  to  be  in  the  eity  of  Philadelphia  as 
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800D  as  posnble,  and  tterefore  send  joa  this  express.  Tonr  presence 
may  be  the  more  necessary  in  case  of  an  invasiooy  from  the  conside- 
rable nnraber  of  officers  now  here,  who  could  wiih  great  propriety 
act  under  yonr  command,  and  would  yet  feel  some  difficulty  in 
obeying  an  officer  inferior  m  rank  to  you,  or  of  a  later  appointment. 
Orders  will  be  sent  immediately  to  the  Lieutenants  of  several  of 
the  adjacent  counties  to  hold  some  classes  of  militia  to  march  at  a 
short  notice. 


COMMOBOBB  HaZELWOOD  TO  FbBST.   OF  CoUNOILi  1778. 

Sir, 

As  there  is  some  probabflity  that  the  Enemy  may  atempt  coming 
coming  up  our  river  to  do  what  misehief  they  Can,  I  think  it  would 
be  necessary  to  have  two  or  three  Chevauz  De  Freeze  made  ready 
to  sink  in  the  pass  at  Billingsport,  &  I  Think  them  with  a  few 
Galleys  would  prevent  theur  Getting  through  that  pass  or  getting 
up  to  this  City. 

I  am  your  Ezcelen* 

most  obed^  Serv', 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD,  0.  P.  P. 
Phil-,  Ootob'  19%  1778. 


Thomas  Whitbs;dB|  &c.,  to  Ooukcil,  1778. 

We,  the  Judges  of  the  Several  district  Bleetiovs  for  the  Oounty 
of  Lancaster,  do  Humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Honerable 
Body  that  from  the  Information  of  Sundry  the  respectable  freemen 
of  the  borrongh  of  Lanoasterf  that  the  Election  held  in  said  borrough 
was  contrary  to  any  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  this  State  made  & 
Provided  I  insomuch  that  few  certificates  was  demanded  by  the 
Inspectors  from  the  Electors,  &  that  readers  &  Clerks  were  admitted 
without  being  sworen  according  to  Law.  There  is  found  on  Exami- 
nation to  .be  a  Considerable  number  of  Votes  more  than  Voters 
marked  at  said  Election,  which  we  conceive  our  duty  to  represent 
to  you,  the  only  Body  we  can  look  up  to  for  the  execution  of  our 
Laws. 
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Sufficient  proof  can  be  mftde  of  tbe  Facts  aboTC  meiitioned  wbeii 
called  for.  ^ 

THOMAS  WHITESIDE, 
JOHN  LOGAN, 
MARTIN  BOWMAN, 
WILLIAM  BROWN, 

Lancaster  20th  Oc%  1778. 


Resolves  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  21  Oct',  1778. 

The  letter  from  David  Franks,  Esq',  Commissary  of  British  pris* 
oners,  to  Moses  Franks,  Esq',  of  London,  enclosed  onder  co?er, 
to  captain  Thomas  More,  of  gen^  Delaneey's  regiment,  being  re»d| 
theroapon 

Resolved; 

That  the  contents  of  the  said  letter  manifest  a  disposition  & 
intentions  inimical  to  the  safety  &  liberties  of  the  United  States;  ft 
that  M'  Franks  having  endeavoured  to  transmit  this  letter  by  stealth 
within  the  British  lines,  has  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  CoB|;re88  to  exercise  within  the  jurisdiction  of  these  States  the 
office  of  Commissary  to  the  British  prisoners. 

Resolved, 

That  general  Arnold  be  directed  to  caase  the  said  David  Franks 
forthwith  to  be  arrested  &  conveyed  to  the  new  jail  in  this  city,  there 
to  be  confined  'till  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

Resolved, 

That  David  Franks,  Esq',  be  not,  after  the  10*  day  of  Ifovember 
next,  permitted  to  exercise  directly  or  indiretly  the  office  of  commis- 
sary to  the  Britsk  prisoners  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Unfted 
States. 

Resolved, 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  &  to  inform  him,  that  Congress 
desire  he  will  nominate  a  proper  person,  who,  having  received  their 
approbation,  may  exercise  the  office  of  commissary  to  the  British 
prisoners. 

Extract  fVom  the  minutes ; 

BEL.  P.  SMITH,  for  . 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y.  . 
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Council  to  Thomas  M'Kban,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  October  21»  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Council  haTd  now  before  them  the  otsee  of  John  Boberie  and 
Abraham  Oarliele,  Ihe  determination  of  which  le  highly  interesting, 
not  only  to  the  criminalB  but  also  to  the  pabli0|  Council  therefore  wish 
to  be  fiivoured,  as  soon  as  possible,  w^  your  notes  taken  on  the  trials.* 
They  are  the  more  desirous  of  this  from  the  recommendation  of  the 
Petition  of  divers  of  the  jurymen,  signed  by  you  and  the  Hn'ble 
John  Byans,  Esq'.,  in  the  ease  of  John  Roberts.  They  remark 
that  yon  hare  not  mentioned  any  equitable  ciroumstances  which 
ought  to  be  allowed  weight  in  their  determination  in  his  ease. 

I  am^  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  most  ob*  k  very 

h'mble  Serv*.j 

T.  ft. 
Hn'ble  T.  M'Kean,  Ibq. 


MfiMOEULS  IN  PAYOR  OP  JOHN  ROBBRTS  AIH)  Ab'M  CaRUSLE, 

1778. 

To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Sabscribers 
Hoet  humbly  Sheweth : 

Sensible  as  your  Memorialists  are,  that  the  unfortunate  John  Ro- 
berts and  Abraham  Carlisle,  most  justly  merit  the  Sentence  which 
the  Law  has  lately  pronounced  against  them,  and  of  the  fairness  of 
their  Trials,  Yet  they  are  constrained  from  fbelings  of  Humanity  aa 
Christians  and  proper  Principles  as  Men,  to  address  you  in  their  be- 
half— Respectable  Connections,  Lives  hitherto  well  spent  except  in 
those  fatal  Instances  which  have  brought  them  to  Iheir  present  un- 
happj  Coaditioa-Hiistresa'd  Wives,  and  a  number  of  Children, 
altho  these  oaanot  w^gh  in  the  Scale  of  Justice,  they  must  oer^ 
taioly  preponderate  in  uat  of  Mercy. 

That  in  the  Opinion  of  your  Memorialists,  the  Cases  of  these' Cul- 
prits, who  had  at  least  oaaaed  to  eommit  farther  Injuries  against 
thinr  Country,  and  evideno'd  their  Repentance  by  voluntarily  throw- 
ing themselves  upon  it's  Meroy,  are  to  be  distinguished  from  theirs 

*  Tlie  notes  in  hoih  eases  appear  to  kave  been  fVimished  by  the  C.  J.,  and 
read  Kor.  2.  Those  in  the  oaee  of  CarlitU  will  be  found  amoog  the  follow- 
ia^  doenmenis.  She  aetee  in  the  case  of  £ob»u  we  have  not  been  able  to 
find. 
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wbo  oontinne  obstinate  in  their  GrimeSj  and  still  remain  perpetrating 
Treasons  against  these  States. 

That  the  Law  has  its  political  Effect  in  the  Trial  and  Conviction  of 
these  offenders,  and  the  Power  and  Vigour  of  Oovemment  b  as  much 
evinced  by  the  Act  of  exercising  Mercy  as  by  directing  Punishment; 
Mid  the  former  has  the  advantage  of  convincing  the  World  that  the 
Conduct  of  these  States  has  not  proceeded  from  Besentment^  but 
from  the  purest  Principles  of  Liberty  and  Lenity. 

Punishment  is  inflicted  not  so  much  to  give  pain  to  the  Offender 
as  to  deter  others  from  acting  on  similar  Occasions ;  We  then  trust, 
from  the  present  happy  Prospect  of  public  Affiurs,  (of  which  we  beg 
leave  to  Congratulate  you)  that  from  all  human  Probability  the  Bri- 
tish Enemy  will  never  again  visit  this  State^  and  the  intestine  Ene* 
mies  thereof  be  for  ever  prevented  doing  that  Mischief  which  a 
rooted  and  fixed  Enmity  to  their  Country  would  instigate  them  to 
perform.  All  that  we  ask  on  this  occasion  are  the  Lives  of  Mess™ 
Roberts  and  Carlisle,  by  respiting  their  Sentence  till  the  close  of  the 
next  Session  of  Assembly. 

And  We,  as  in  Duty  bound,  will  ever  Pray. 

Philadelphia,  29th  October,  1778. 

Dan'l  Clymer,  Wm.  Sheaff,  Sam'l  Wetherill,  jr., 

Whiteh'  Humphreys,  Joseph  Ogden,  junr.,  A.  Wilkinson, 
R.  Roberts,  V.  L.  I).,  G.  Jones,  Cpt.  of  Ar.,  Cpt.  Art. 

Pers'r  FrazcTi  Jos.  Pennell,  G.Willson,  jr.,  V.  Art. 

Wm.  Gray,  Jona'n  Mifflin,  Benj.  Worrell^  Capt., 

Joseph  Ford,  Samuel  Robbins. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  &  Citizens  of  the  said 
State, 

fiumbly  Sheweth : 

That  inflaenced  by  Motives  of  Compassion  to  the  distressed  Fa- 
milies of  Abraham  Carlisle  &  John  Roberts,  now  under  Sentence  of 
Death,  we  are  induced  to  express  an  earnest  Wish  that  their  lives 
may  be  spared. 

We  conceive,  that  the  only  ground  upon  which  the  taking  of  the 
life  of  an  Offender  can  be  Justified,  is  the  necessity  of  making  ex- 
amples to  prevent  the  Commission  of  like  Crimes ;  and  the  present 
Appearance  of  things  affords  good  Reason  to  hope,  that  there  is  no 
probability  that  the  Enemy  will  again  invade  this  State,  and  there- 
tore,  that  Examples  in  the  present  case  are  not  absolutely  Neces- 
sary. 
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Yonr  Peiitionera,  therefore,  pray  tbat  a  reprieve  may  be  granted  for 
file  aaid  Abraham  Carlisle  &  John  Roberts,  and  suoh  further  Mea- 
aores  be  taken  by  the  Council  as  may,  agreeable  to  the  Constitntion 
be  necessary  to  obtain  Pardon  to  the  said  Prisoners. 

And  yonr  Petitioners  will  pray^  &c. 

Hngh  Howell,  Gkorge  Wood,  Jos.  Stiles,  C.  M.  S.| 

Wm.  M'Dowell,  Lt.,  B.  Dayis,  Capts  Eng",  Peter  Dehaven, 

Bdward  Bonsally  W.  Ernes,  Capts  Lt,  Dennis  McCarthy, 

Edward  Strood,  James  Pearson,  Nicholas  Weaver^ 

Jehosp«*  Polk,  Gom'y  Mil.  Stores,  Sam'l  Powel, 

Samuel  Corseyi  Philip  Kinsey. 


Memorial  of  Grakb  Jurors  in  favor  of  RoBRRrs  and 

Carlisle,  1778. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Exeontive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Penosjlyania. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Orand  Jurors,  at  the  last  Court  of  Oyer  & 
Terminer  for  the  City  &  County  of  Philadelphia,  in  fiayor  of  J. 
Roberts  &  A.  Carliale,  now  under  sentence  of  death. 

Respectfully  aheweth : 

That  as  there  are  cases  in  which  humanity  may  plead  the  cause  of 
unhappy  Criminals,  without  neglecting  the  public  safety ;  and  as  we 
wish  that  Pennsylvania,  if  she  err  in  the  punishment  of  offenders 
may  ever  err  on  the  side  of  Mercy,  we  beg  leave  to  intercede  in  be- 
half of  John  Roberts  &  Abraham  Carlisle,  whom,  all  circumstances 
considered,  we  cannot  but  esteem  as  suitable  objeots  of  mercy ;  and 
as  such,  therefore,  we  earnestly  recommend  them  to  the  Hon'ble 
Council,  and  are,  as  in  duty  bound,  &c. 

Jas.  Younq,  late  foreman, 

Beth  Quee,  Zeb'n  Potts,  Jno.  Purviance, 

Thoa.  Pkyor,  Wm.  Ball,  Rudolf  Neff, 

John  Doia^,  F's  0.  Hasenclever,  David  Snyder. 
Robert  Ounry. 
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MhMORIAL    of    MiNISTBRS  of    THB    GoSPBL    IK    FAVO&   ov 

BOBBBTS  AKD   GaBLISLB,  1778. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Exeoatiye  Oonncil  of  the  State  of 
Pennajlvania. 

We,  the  Subscribers,  Ministers  of  the  Oospel  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  being  truly  afflicted  with  the  unhappy  case  of  Abraham 
Carlisle  and  John  Roberts,  now  under  sentence  of  Death ;  deeply 
sympathizing  with  their  distrest  witos,  children  and  relatives; 
earnestly  desiring  that  the  Meroy  and  Forgiveness  which  we  preaoh, 
through  Christ,  may  be  accepted  and  copied  among  men ;  and  hoping 
that,  if  possible,  the  Foundation  of  our  dvil  Liberty  may  be  firmly 
establishedjwithout  the  Blood  of  Fellow-citisens,    Do  therefore, 

Pray  that  the  lives  of  the  said  Abraham  Carlisle  and  John 
Roberts,  who  are  now  far  advanced  in  years,  may  be  spared,  &  such 
measure  of  mercy  and  forgiveness  extended  to  them  as  maybe 
thought  consistent  with  the  public  safety,  and  your  petitioners  shall 
ever  pray,  &c. 

William  Smith,  Robert  Davidson,        William  White, 

John  C.  KunsC;  Casparus  Weiberg, 


PbTITION  of  THB  JUET  IN  CaSB.  OF  JOHN  ROBERTS, 

To  the  honorable  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Courts  of 
Oyer  &  Terminer,  &c.,  for  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  petition  of  the  Jury  who  were  on  the  trial  of  John  Roberta. 

In  all  Humility  sheweth. 

That  it  appears  to  us,  the  said  John  Roberts  was  under  the  influ* 
ence  of  fear,  when  he  took  the  imprudent  step  of  leaving  his  family 
and  coming  to  reside  among  the  enemy,  while  they  had  possession 
of  this  City. 

That,  altho.  by 'the  oath  we  have  taken,  we  found  ourselves 
obliged  to  pronounce  him  Guilty,  yet  knowing  that  Jurie$  are  but 
/edible  Men,  and  reflecting  that  the  evidence  before  ua  was  of  a 
very  complicated  nature,  and  some  parts  of  it  not  reconcileable  with 
his  general  conduct,  and  other  evidence  of  his  good  offices  to  n»ny 
persons  who  were  prisoners  among  the  enemy,  or  had  leave  to  oonie 
to  the  city,  on  business, 

That,  altho'  general  Laws  oannot  be  framed  with  ^  an  eye  of  com- 
passion to  guilt,  yet  it  is  the  glory  of  every  wise  State,  that  the 
doors  of  mercy  should  be  kept  open,  and  ours  has  made  ample 
provision  in  this  case. 
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Id  «>apMaieOy  th^refbre,  to  the  nnhappy-olgQGt  of  tbi«  petition 
wd  Us  distreflflOd  fimitljyaiid  reljing  on  tke  humanity  lodged  in  the 
lireaetfl  of  yoiir  honoriy  aa  manifested  to  nsy  in  the  charge  joa  gave 
ua  on  the  trial,  we  mo0t  eameetly^praj. 

That  your  hoDora^woold  be  pleased  to  join  va,  and  recommend 
thisy  oor  petition,  to  the  Supreme  Exeentire  Council,  that  the  penal 
part  of  the  said  John  Boberta'e  aentenee  may  be  aospended  till  the 
Aaaembly  can  take  his  Caee  into  oonnderatioui  for  the  exercise  of 
that  mercy  whioh  the  Oonstitntion  hath  lodged  in  their  power. 

W.  M.  Adock;  Andrew  Forsythj  Thomas  Oorga]| 

John  SteinmetSy  John  MoNeal^  Isaac  Powell, 

Barid  Pancoast,  John  Drinkerj  Andrew  Barkhardy 
Wm.  Rigdon. 

Hay  it  please  your  honors, 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  above  petition,  we,  the  Justices  of  the 
Snpream  Court  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsy  Ivania,  and  Justices 
of  the  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Genenl  Goal  delivery  for 
the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  recommend  it  to. 
your  honors  favorable  acceptance,  and  that  you  would  be  pleased  to 
postpone  the  issuing  the  vrarrant  for  the  execution  of  John  Aoberta 
until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Oeeeral  Assembly,  agreea* 
bly  to  the  prayer  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Jury  above  named,  who 
were  upon  his  triaL 

We  are,  with  perfect  eateem  and  regasd. 

Your  Honors, 

most  obedient  humble  servants, 

THO.  McKEAN. 
JOHN  EVANS. 
Philadelphia,  October  18th,  1778: 

Direetedy 

To  the  Hon'Ue  The  Vice-President  and  the  Supream  Executive 
Couneil  of  Penn^lvania. 


To  Thk  Honovrablb  the  Supreme  Exbcutivb  Council 

OP  IHB  StATB  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  petition  of  the  Wife,  Children  &  other,  the  Belatives  of  John 
Bobertflj,  Miller  of  Lower  Herrion  Township. 

Humbly  sheweth. 

That,  with  the  most  pleroing  grief  they  have  been  infonned  the 
object  of  this  petition,  now  lyes  under  sentence  of  death  for  high 
treason. 

Should  we,  at  such  an  awful  crias.  remain  unconcerned  spectatotf 
Vol.  Vn—2 
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of  ereii  the  fate  of  a  neighboar,  or  fnendi  whom  we  formerly  had 
aa  eateem  for,  whoae  unhappy  ciroamatanoea  wen  aimilar  to  hie^  in 
whoae  faToar  we,  at  present  petition,  we  might  jnstly  be  acensed,  by 
all  the  world,  of  bardnesa  of  heart,  &  utterly  void  of  all  oompaseion. 

Can  it  then  be  supposed,  we  oonld,  upon  this  more  melaneholy 
ooeasion,  remain  insensible,  when  not  only  the  oalla  of  humanity, 
but  the  Toice  of  nature,  of  reason,  &  all  the  ties  of  saored  affection, 
filial  tenderness,  oonsanguinitv  &  affinity,  loudly  eall  &  demand  it 
of  us,  to  exert  our  utmost  in  behalf  of  our  aged  husband,  father  ft 
best  of  friends  i 

We  do  not  go  about,  at  this  time,  to  trouUe  your  honors  with  a 
repetition  of  an  extenuation  of  his  orime,  (tho'  we  humbly  are  of 
opinion  much  might  be  said  in .  his  favour,)  especially  as  we  are 
informed  that  other  petitions  on  that  subject  have,  or  will  be  pre* 
sented  to  your  consideration. 

All  we  have  in  view  is,  to  recommend  him  seriously  to  your 
honours  as  a  most  proper  object  of  mercy,  &  that  you  will  not,  by 
stretching  vigor  to  its  utmost  extent,  precipitate  a  family,  such  as  an 
aged,  distressed  &  tender  wife,  nine  affectionate  children,  &  a  nu- 
merous train  of  relatives,  into  the  lowest  abyss  of  misery  &  woe, 
bnt  rather  hope  that  you  will  not  deprive  yourselves  of  the  inward 
satisfaction  of  showing  mercy  where  mercy  is  due. 

We,  therefore,  the  petitioners  undextigned  (&  only  his  nearest 
relatives,)  do  most  humbly  leave  the  above  considerations,  together 
with  his  fate,  whether  of  life  or  death,  in  the  breasts  of  your  ho- 
nours,'  humbly  hoping  you  will  show  mercy  to  the  unfortunate 
prisoner,  by  granting  him  his  life,  &  thereby  afford  consolation  to 
an  already  Imt  too  much  distressed  &  disconsolate  family,  &  your 
petitioners  will  for  ever  be  in  duty  bound  to  pray. 


Thomas  Meteor, 
Sarah  Meteer, 
Israel  Whelen, 
Mary  Wbelen, 
Hunt  Downing, 
Jonathan  Roberts, 
Lydia  Roberts, 
Anna  Roberts, 
Sarah  Roberts, 
Mary  Roberts, 
Matthew  Roberts, 
Jona.  Roberts,  Jr., 
Edward  Jones, 
Hannah  Coupland, 
Sam'l  How6ll| 
Ann  Ilowell, 
Daniel  Wister, 
Lowry  Wister, 


Robert  Lloyd, 
Gatherin  Lloyd, 
Owen  Jones, 
Susanna  Jones, 
Seymour  Hart, 
Margaret  Hart, 
John  Downing, 
Tho.  Downing, 
John  Downing,  Jr., 
Elizabeth  Downing, 
Samuel  Downing, 
Sam.  Downing,  Jr., 
Jos.  Downing,  Jr., 
Joseph  Downing, 
Richard  Downing, 
Mary  Downing, 
Rich.  Downing,  Jr., 
Elieabeth  Downing, 


Mary  Hunter, 
Jane  Roberts,  Jr., 
Thomiin  Roberta, 
Elisabeth  Roberts, 
Ann  Roberts, 
Jdnathan  Cowpland, 
Sam.  Howell,  Jr., 
Susannah  Jones,  Jr., 
Ann  Jones, 
Martha  Jones, 
Rebekah  JoneS| 
Sarah  Jones, 
Isaac  Vanlear, 
Sarah  Vanlear, 
Jacob  S.  Howell, 
Mary  Howell, 
Hugh  Lloyd, 
Isaac  Davis, 
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Owen  Jones,  Jr., 
Joshua  BsldwiDi 
Mercy  BaldwiD. 
Sam'l  BaidwiD, 
Rachel  BsldwiD, 
Joseph  Bond, 
Samuel  Bond, 
Eleanor  Bond, 
George  Spackman, 
Thomcin  8paokmaii| 
Jane  Bond^ 
Sarah  Bond,    ^ 
Bob't  Valentine, 
Ann  ValeDtine, 
Gwen  Llojd, 


Thomzin  Thomas, 
Mary  Downing, 
Jane  Downing, 
Tho.  Downing,  Jr., 
Hannah  Sellers, 
Jos.  Sellers, 
Joanna  Davis, 
Jane  Roberts, 
Tho.  Roberts, 
Reea  Price, 
Hannah  Price, 
Geprge  Thomas, 
Sarah  Thomas, 
Jehu  Roberts, 
William  Hunter, 


Sam.  Hadson, 
Martha  Hudson^ 
Rebeca  Parke, 
Jacob  Parke, 
Hannah  Poultney, 
Owen  Biddle, 
Sarah  Biddle, 
Thos.  Paschall, 
Ann  Paschall, 
Amos  Fonlke, 
Jos.  Howell, 
Sidney  Howell, 
Rebecca  Howell, 
Isaac  Llojd, 
Ann  Lloyd. 


To  THB  HONOURABLB,  THB  SUPRBMB    EXECUTIVE    COURCIL 

ov  THB  Commonwealth  ov  Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  sundry  penK>n8,  Inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia^  in  favor  of  J(^n  Roberts,  now  under  sentence  of  death, 

BespectfuIIj  sheweth, 

That  as  it  is  sometimes  more  expedient  to  spare  than  to  punish, 
we  have  suffered  the  feelings  of  humanity  in  favor  of  this  Criminal^ 
and  his  numerous  and  respectable  family,  to  incline  us  to  believe  it 
may  be  so  in  his  Case.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  intercede  in  his 
behalf,  desiring  that  if  your  Honors  concur  with  us  in  opinion,  you 
may  extend  the  clemency  of  Government  towards  him,  and  your 
Pedtioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  &c. 

Jno.  Palmer,  CapL,    David  Kinzey, 


George  Rutter, 
James  Walsh, 
George  Palmer, 
Samuel  Bettle, 
William  Betre, 
Jehu  Eld  ridge, 
Godfrey  Gebler, 


Cadr.  Dickinson, 
Benjamin  Davies, 
Robert  Wright, 
Rich'd  Tonliff, 
Jonathan  Merideth, 


William  Tuckey, 

John  Todd, 
Daniel  Latham,  Jun.,  Adam  Alexander, 
Peter  Lesley,  Charles  Mison, 

Jno.  Birchail,  Isaac  Pearson,  Jun.,    Job  Butcher, 

John  Thomson. 


Benjamin  Scull, 
Alox.  Quarvier, 
Wiirm  Hunter, 
John  Warner, 
Leonard  Dorsey, 
Ezek.  Letts,  Gapt., 
Joseph  Davies, 
John  Barker, 
John  Haynes, 
Rich'd  Humphreys, 


as 
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To  THB  HONQURABLB,  THB  SUPRBMB   EXECUTIVE    OoiTNCIL 

OF  THB  State  op  Pennsylvania. 


The  Memorial  &  Petition  of  the  subficribenii  Inhabitanta  of  the 
City  &  GouDty  of  Philadelphia, 

I]teipeoifallj  aheweth, 

That  your  Petitioneni  are  informed  that  John  Roberts,  late  of 
Merlon,  is  this  County,  Miller,  is  now  under  Sentence  of  Death  for 
High  Treason  against  this  State.  From  his  general  Character  we  are 
firmly  persuaded  (however  justly  his  conduct  in  legal  Construction 
may  amount  to  that  horrid  Grime)  that  it  did  not  proceed  from 
Malevolence  and  a  wicked  Disposition,  but  that  Prejudices  k  Attach- 
ments to  the  late  Oovernmcnt  were  the  Motives  that  induced  him  to 
act  the  Part  he  did.  And  as  he  has  by  a  solemn  Act,  previous  to 
his  Imprisonment,  voluntarily  renounced  his  former  Connections  & 
Attachments,  and  declared  himself  a  subject  of  hope,  and  believe  if 
opportunity  is  afforded  him,  that  he  will  hereafber  exert  his  many 
ffood  Qualities  in  favor  of  the  cause  he  has  now  adopted^  and  will 
become  a  useful  Member  of  the  Community. 

We  therefore  request  the  honourable  Council  to  suspend  the  Exe- 
cution of  the  said  Sentence  until  the  meeting  of  the  next  general 
Assembly  of  this  State,  and  that  at  such  Meeting  they  will  be  pleased 
to  present  to  the  Honourable  House  this  humble  Petition,  Enforced 
by  their  own  Recommendation  to  extend  Mercy  to  the  said  John 
Roberts  by  granting  him  a  free  Pardon. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  bounds  &c. 


Jonathan  Powell, 
Jacob  Whitemaui 
Jacob  Koon, 
John  Whiteman, 
Wechard  Lowering, 
Joseph  Levering, 


Benj'amin  Leveringi 

John  Harvey, 

Thomas  Livezey,  Jnn.  Andrew  Barge, 

John  Rox,  Nathan  Levering, 


Jos.  Mather, 
Jacob  8chuetZ| 
Thos.  Jooes, 
Abraham  Rex, 
Enoch  Levering, 
Wm.  West, 
James  Stroud, 
Geo.  Emlen, 


Peter  Hinckel, 

Henry  Miller, 
Matthias  Keen, 
Jna.  Salter, 
Joseph  Lyndall, 
Brian  Wilkinson, 

Nath.  Falconer, 
Joseph  Pendrove, 
Reese  Meredith, 


Andrew  Wood, 

Oeorge  Meade, 
Tho.  Bristoll, 
Jno.  Edwards, 
Elias  Toy, 
Robert  Oreen, 

.Samuel  Griffin, 
Peter  Z.  Lloyd, 
Jam^  White, 


Jacob  Jones, 
Jacob  Hagy, 
Christoph  Schuppert, 
Andreas  Koeth, 
Benjamin  Howell, 
Adam  Sofanider, 
Johannes  Burr, 
Wilhelm  Hiltner, 
Joseph  Paul, 
Georg  Friesz. 

John  Knowles, 
Andrew  Keen, 
Alex.  Todd. 


Peter  Browne, 
M.  Hillegas, 
Sam.  Simpson, 
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WilPia  Rusk, 
Jos.  Howell, 
Joliv  Ricfdle, 
Robert  RoberM; 
John  Rioe, 
Wtt.  CotiSy 
Jos.  Oopertkwaity 
Jaecb  Brigfaty 
Til.  Bond, 


OtislavuB  RidMrgi 
John  Chaloneri 
Sam.  Ljon^ 
George  Reed, 
George  Slongh^ 
J.  Hiltsheimer, 
Imae  Howell, 
WMHam  Craig, 
Rd.  Sewett, 


Wniiam  Poeey, 
Gerard*  Clarkson, 
Jno.  Ltfdd  Howelli 
Henry  Keppele, 
Jaoob  S.  Howell, 
J.  C.  Knnae,  V.  D.  M. 
Fredenek  Kohl, 
Adam  SSantsinger, 
CfariBtoffal  Ladwiek,  > 


Mbmobial  of  Phil.  &  Chbstbr    Co'b.,  m  bbhaw  of 

Jno.  Robbrts,  1778. 

To  the  Honourable,  the  Supream  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsjlvania. 

Tbennderwritten  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Fhiladelphia.ai^d 
Chester  beg  leaye  to  represent 

That  tfaej  haye  been  informed  that  John  Roberta,  kte  of  Merion, 
in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  Miller,  liath  been  lately  tried  k  paor 
Yioted,  is  now  under  Sentence  of  Death  for  High  Treason. 

That  your  Memorialists  have  a  just  abhorrence  of  that  Crime. 
Yet  when  they  consider  that  the  Conduct  which  has  involved  him 
in  hi^  present  BifficnltieB  admits  of  muoh  Palliation  >  That  an  appre- 
hension of  Danger  to  his  Person  had  he  continued  with  his  Family; 
And,  at  the  wont,  that  his  mistaken  Attachment  to  former  Piejar 
dic^  mther  than  any  evil  Disposition  he  bad  imbibed  agunat  the 
Interest  of  his  Coimtry  or  the  Persons  of  its  Rnlen^  led  him  to  the 
dangereos  Path  he  pnreoed.  When  they  reflect  too  upon  the  soleom 
Renunciation  be  hath  made  of  those  Pnijudices,  and.  withal  opcoi 
the  various  good  Qualities  he  pgeeossoS)  they  think  Ha. Duty  they  owe 
Society  in  general,  to  his  sonrowful  family  and  Friends,  and  indeed 
to  fiumanity.  itself,  to  recommend  him^  in  all  humility,  to  your 
Honora  as  one  of  tkA  most  proper  objeoto  fbr  Mercy  that  ever  piie- 
sented  itself  to  the  Sopream  Power  of  any  State. 

That  those  of  your  Memorialists  to  whom,  either  as  near  Neigh- 
bours, by  pavtibular  Intimacy,  pr  general  Report,  his  Character  and 
Conduct  are  more  intimately  know-o,  beg  leave,  least  your  Mmourt 
should  not  be  aeqnainted  with  his  Oiicnmstanoes  and  his  Merita  to 
represent  more  ps^onlarly» 

That  the  unfortunate  Prisoner  is  now  near  Sixty  years  of  age,  hath 
n  distressed  Wife>,  nine  Childfen,  and  crther  Connections,  nnmerous 
and  ^Mspeotabie^  That  he  hath  from  his  youth  ujp  lited  not  only 
ineproaqhably  bat  qisnt  hia  whole  LiCr  in  the  performance  of  the 


se 
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Dniies  of  a  tender  Parent|  %  Faithfiil  Friend,  kind  NeigbtxMur  A 
fal  Gitisen. 

To  the  Poor,  the  Stnnger,  and  the  Orphan  his  hospitable  Hoqm 
was  ever  open,  his  liberal  Hand  most  cheerfully  e](tended.  These^ 
not  less  than  his  own  Family,  would  feel  and  mourn  his  Loss. 

From  these  Considerations  &  others  they  might  state  to  joor 
Honor  they  have  not  a  Doubt  but  that  showing  Mercy  nnto  him 
woiUd  be  affording  Oonsolation  to  an  a£9icted  and  respectably  train 
of  Belatives  and  Friends,  and  a  beneficial  Act  to  Society  in  general 
by  goring  back  to  Life  and  Freedom  one  whom  your  Memorialists 
are  persuaded  and  have  every  reasom  to  assure  your  Honors  would  ^ 
become  a  humane,  virtuous  k  useful  subject  of  this  State. 

Impressed  with  these  Sentiments  they  cannot  forbear  entreating 
your  Honors  would  suspend  the  Execution  of  the  Sentence  pro- 
nounced against  him  uncil  the  Meeting  of  the  Legislative  Body  of 
this  State.  And  that  your  Honors  wocdd  then  be  pleased  to  lay  this 
Memorial  before  that  honorable  Body,  and  will  your  Honors  permit 
them  to  hope  it  may  be  accompanied  with  your  Recommendation  of 
the  unhappy  Prisoner  as  a  proper  object  for  their  Clemency. 

And  the  Underwritten  do  also  sincerely  &  humbly,  but  fervently, 
hope  &  pray  that  the  honorable,  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  this  State  will  thereupon,  taking  the  Premises  into  their  wise  t 
serious  Consideration,  extend  unto  the  said  John  Roberts  the  benefit 
of  a  full,  free,  &  general  Pardon  of  that  offence  for  which  he  is  now 
under  the  awful  and  solemn  Sentence  of  Death.  * 

And  your  Memorialists,  &c. 


Joseph  Larkin, 
Mordeeai  Cloud, 
Jon.  Paschal,  Coll., 
Wm.  Kirk,  Lieut, 
Samuel  Ash,  Lieut, 
Jod  Willis, 
Jacob  Riehardi, 
Jonathan  Morris, 
Hugh  Lloyd, 
Jonathan  Richards, 
Adam  Grubbs, 
William  Worrall, 
Jonathan  Heacodc, 
Marks  WUlcox, 
William  Keriin, 
Cbaa.  Humphreys, 
Robt  Pennell, 
Henry  Hayes^ 
Nn.  Sellersv 
Clement  Smith, 
John  hsmisp 


Griffith  Williams, 
James  Jones, 
Philip  Sheaff, 
Joseph  Thomas, 
Tho.  Courtney, 
Nath.  Newlin, 
Lewis  Lewu,  Jun., 
Jere.  Jarman, 
Hugh  Jones,  Capt, 
Mord.  Morris, 
Owen  Skelton, 
Jesse  Reeoe, 
Isaac  Farr, 
Joseph  Pratt| 
Jesse  Davis, 
N.  Z.  Lewis, 
Isaac  Vanleer,  Capt, 
Abi»  Oomog, 
Jacob  Johnson,  Lt, 
David  Morris, 
Fredtiek  Biddle, 


Andrew  Willson, 
Isaac  Bum, 
Simon  Meredith, 
Abraham  Hnghes^ 
Isaac  Daers, 
Elisha  Worrall, 
Nathan  Field, 
Anthony  Morris, 
John  Skelton, 
Jacob  Humphreys^ 
Abraham  Lewis, 
Js.  Maris, 
Hesekiah  Thomas^ 
Owen  Dannely, 
Caleb  Recce, 
James  Hughes, 
Richard  Howell, 
Joseph  Jobson, 
John  Morris, 
Jno.  HtttehinsoBi 
James  Boyeui 
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Philip  Moorflf  Geo.  Peiroe, 

Ed.  Price,  Daoiol  Smedly, 

Sam.  Yftnkeri  0.  M.|  Peter  Honteri 
Philip  Pricei  Jacob  Thoouui,     . 

Jno.  CrMer,  Thomas  Welch, 

WiUiam  F<vbefl^  Eirm  Thomasi 

Peter  Salkeld,  Hogh  KDCee, 

Thomas  LctiSi  Esq.,   John  HuDter, 
Thomas  GheyneyiEq.,  Abraham  Pratti 
Nicb.  Fairlamb,  Joeoph  Rhoads, 

O.  Peiree»L.  0. 6th  B.^  Israel  Moore,  Imot, 
W.  Smith,  A.  P.  0.  F.,  Nathan  Scoit, 
Sam.  Smith,  Samuel  Caley, 

lUebd.  Armitt,  WlQm,  Haieiwood, 

Jos.  GKbbons,  Jan.,     Asa  Davis, 


Peter  Hill, 
Amos  Moon^ 
Joseph  Neide, 
John  Groabj,  Jan., 
J.  Sellers, 


Itfwis  Jordan, 
Mord.  Lawrraoe, 
Richard  Fawkss,  Jr., 
Joseph  Hood, 
William  DaTis, 


Stephen  Pasehall,  J.,  Joseph  Davis, 
Christian  Peterman,    John  Oochran,  Oiyt., 


John  Fawkes, 
Lawrence  Howard^ 
Levis  Lewes^ 
Evan  Lewb, 
John  Scott, 


Hugh  Lownes, 
Simeon  Matlaok, 
James  Hassev, 
Edward  Hughes, 
James  Howard, 

Robt.  Aitken, 


Thos.  Oadwalader, 

Philemon  Dickinson,  Thomas  Elton, 
John  Gadwaladcr,       Matt.  Sadler, 
The.  FrankHn,  Jesse  Williamson, 

Arch.  M'Call,  Thomas  Liming, 

J.Hasehpood,G.P.F.  Isaac  Wood, 

John  Jones, 
Wm.  Mathews, 
John  Diamond, 
Aberm.  Harges, 
Robt  Fits  Gerald, 
Jno.  Sibbald, 
Qeo.  Houston, 
William  Jackson, 
Andw.  Miller, 
Thos.  trland, 
John  Wharton, 
Charles  Stedman, 
Samuel  Dilworth, 
Robt.  McCrea, 
Josh.  Humphreji^ 


Roach, 
Samnel  Read, 
John  Le  Teller, 
John  Murdoch, 
Riehard  Truman, 
Thos.  Hopkins, 
Charles  Alezanderi 
WiUiam  Oliffton, 
Luke  Morris, 
Presley  Blakiston, 
Joseph  Williamson, 
Joseph  Stamper^ 
Allen  Mooie, 
John  Stamper, 
Fran.  Gumey, 


Baal  Keavadin, 
Simon  Litsenberger, 
Jacob  Knoll, 
William  Lawrence, 
Daniel  Lawrence, 
Abm.  laddon, 
Isaac  Bartram, 
John  Bartram,  Jan.| 
Samuel  Jeffris, 
Jacob  Beery, 
Peter  Trexier, 
George  Litsenberger, 
Jno.  Price, 
James  Quin, 
Jacob  Wise, 
Nioh.  Baohin, 
Samuel  Humphreys, 
Martin  Weiss, 
Joseph  Powel, 
Martin  Miller, 
Benjamin  Coatts, 
Wm.  Lewis,  Jun.^ 
Cloise  Johnson, 
George  Gray, 
Thos.  Pilkington,  Jr. 


William  Budden, 
William  Marshall, 
Jo.  Sims, 
Benj.  Wynkoop, 
Thos.  Shields, 
William  Lawrence, 
•Robt.  Eastbnm, 
Wiilm.  Todd, 
Benj.  Humphreys, 
Jonathan  Bure, 
Edward  Middleton, 
Thomas  Middleton, 
Thos.  Fifssimons, 
Wm.  West,  Jun., 
Stepl  Collins, 
Wm.  Richards, 
Andrew  Tybout, 
Sam.  Howell, 
Jno^  Osman, 
John  Pringle, 
Rich.  Footman. 


82 


PBNNSTLYJlNIA  ABCHinS  1778. 


John  Dnfieldy 
Staojr  Hepborii; 
John  Sdlie, 
ThoB.  Pasohally 
W.  O.  CaloB,  Cap.| 
J.  Powally  Oap., 
D.  S.  Franks,  Major; 
Wm.  LawrenoO; 
Jacob  Tresl, 
Wm.  Alrieks, 
Bobt.  Conneljy  Gap..; 
Jo8.  Beilj,  lit.; 
Owen  Biddle, 
W.  Whitehead; 
Jno.  Taylor, 
Sam.  Moore,  Oapt; 
Willm.  Honlder, 
Jno.  Whitehead, 
Js.  Hamilton,  Gapt.^ 
Andrew  Epple; 
Peter  Stretch, 
Mika  fiillbom; 

John  Pyle, 
John  Brown« 
Jno.  Bhaw, 
Nath.  Sqnibb, 
James  Kigby, 
Isaao  Sutton, 
Wm.  Moulder, 
James  MauU, 
Isaao  Lawrence, 
John  Buckley, 
Jacob  Hewes, 
Thomas  Hatton, 

William  Beale, 
Joseph  Morris, 
William  Owens, 
John  Boyers, 
Eran  Evans, 
John  Bull, 
Daniel  Thomson, 
John  Bowen, 
Dayis  Kerlin, 
Daniel  Bowen, 
John  Beaumount, 
Jno.  Kerlin, 
Jno.  Templetoo, 
Alez.'Templeton, 


Walter  Shee, 
Townsond  White, 
Jas.  WharlcB, 
Gko.  Kennedy, 
Wm.  Allen, 
Sam.  Howell,  Jan., 
Joseph  OgdeO;  Jun., 
Jacob  Parke, 
Peter  Evans, 
John  Harry, 
MarUa  Whiteman, 
I.  Chambers,  OoL  Ist 

P.  Beet., 
G.  Noartb,  Li  Ool, 
B.  M'Pherson,  Lt, 
Wm.  CampbeU,  Ll., 
Bich.  Benshaw, 
Caleb  Ash, 
Ennion  Williams, 
Jos.  Bullock, 
John  Witmer,  Jun., 
Tho.  Saltar, 

John  Smithy 
Sam.  Price, 
Thos.  Pedridt, 
Baper  Hoskins, 
Jno.  Flower, 
Tristram  Smith, 
John  Flower,  Jun., 
Isaac  Eyre, 
Lewis  Trimble, 
Isaac  Davis, 
John  Stephensoni 
John  Caldwell, 

Bandal  Malin,  Senor, 
John  Jones, 
Heory  Barker, 
Samuel  Mackelduff, 
Joseph  Darlinton, 
Isaac  Green, 
James  Guthery, 
Jas.  Lockhart, 
Bobert  Davis, 
Levi  Evas, 
Bobert  Powell, 
Christian  Sook, 
Lewis  Williams, 
Henry  Atherton,  Sr.^ 


Samuel  Jndah, 
Thos.  Pryor, 
Peter  Thomson, 
Davis  BevaB, 
John  Helm,  Lieut., 
Bich.  Collier,  Lt., 
M.  Clarkson,  Maj., 
Wm.  Stretofa,  B.  M., 
Philip  Waser, 
George  Habaoker, 
Sam'T  Garrigues,  Jr., 
Joseph  Pemberton 

Grazier, 
Caleb  North,  1/  Col., 

.9th  P.  B., 
Joseph  North,  liner, 
Peter  Fry, 
John  Fries, 
George  Aston, 
John  Litle, 
Will.  Craig,  Capt, 
Sam.  Craig,  Capt 

San)uel  Evans, 
James  Woods, 
Miles  Macarty, 
Abraham  Diob, 
Isaac  Culin, 
H.  H.  Graham, 
Valentine  Weaver, 
Wm.  Siddons, 
John  Cu]in, 
Isaac  Pennell, 
Isaac  Weaver, 

Joseph  Malin,  Tanner, 
Henry  Hoopes, 
John  Hoopes, 
Bichard  Davies, 
Francis  Hoopes, 
John  Jones, 
Jonathan  Jones^ 
Bichard  Jafries, 
Patifck  Gannon, 
Thomas  Boberts, 
David  Howell, 
Isaac  Jacobs, 
Thomas  Berry, 
Mankitt  James, 
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William  Keriin, 

John  Malio, 

Kandal  MaliOi  Jun.^ 

Rich.  Richisoiiy 

Joseph  Dilworth| 

John  Adamay 

Dayid  Cloyd, 

Peter  MaUten, 
Wm.  Peter, 
Thomas  Mereer, 
David  Lewifli 
William  Hawley, 
Jacoh  Yearslejy 
J.  TempletoD,  Jan.^ 
William  Jenkinfli 
Elijah  Weed, 

Beoois  Whalea, 
Tho*  Erans, 
Israel  Whelen, 
Edward  Jonesi 
John  Pagh, 
John  Brooke, 
Wm.  Roberts, 
Charles  Reed, 
Jonathan  McVeigh, 
Joseph  Toago, 
Joe.  Trimble, 
Owen  Thomas, 
John  Batler, 
Joseph  Lewis, 
Dan.  Griffiths, 
ThoF  Hockley, 
Benj*  Bartholomew^ 

Jesse  Maris, 
John  Maris, 
Jesse  Davis, 
Wm.  West, 
Lewis  Davis,  Jan% 
Henry  Lawrence, 
Edward  Fell, 
Seth  Pancoast, 
Wm.  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
James  Dougherty, 
William  Downing, 
George  Haworth, 

Jaecb  Smith, 


Jno.Pagb, 
Geo.  Ashbridge, 
John  S  medley, 
Joshua  Smith, 
Josiah  Hibberd, 
John  Woodley, 
Joseph  Moore, 
Frans.  Trumble, 
Isaac  Haines,  Sr., 
Benjamin  Trego, 
Wm.  Sharpless, 
Thomas  Williamsony 
John  Darlington, 
John  Townsend, 
Marmadoke  Wivei, 
James  Jefferis, 

George  Leonard, 
Wm.  Richards, 
.  Richard  Miles, 
Isaac  Webb, 
Griffith  Mendenhall, 
John  Hoopes,  Jr., 
Samuel  Hant, 
Jonathan  Valentine, 
James  Sbeward, 
Robert  Byers, 
R'  Jacobs, 
John  Whelen, 
Branson  Van  Leer, 
Eli  Bentley, 
Jacob  Smith, 
Wm.  Evans, 

Jacob  Prints, 
Jehu  Maris, 
James  Wallace, 
John  Leacook, 
John  Smith, 
Isaac  Lewis, 
E.  Roberts, 
Paul  Jones, 
Silas  Jones, 
James  Worrell, 
John  Mathes, 
William  Tyson^ 
David  Gibson, 

Sam.  Potts, 

2* 


Evan  Jones, 
Fransea  Townsend, 
Jno.  Kerlin,  Jr., 
Robert  MoGoogon, 
Abel  Hamer, 

his 
Tho^  M  MeEean,  S% 

mark 
Robert  Stephen, 
Jona  Miffiin,  Jr., 
Nath*  Moore, 
Samuel  Ramsey, 
Lewis  Morris, 
Morris  Morris, 
John  Morris, 
Arthur  Bice, 

John  Goes, 
Michael  Holman, 
Isaac  Whelen, 
Rob^  Ralston, 
John  Ralston, 
Jas.  Ralston, 
Jos.  Jones,  Sr.| 
Jno.  Jones, 
Jos.  Jones,  Jur., 
Sam'l  How, 
James  Adams, 
Robert  MeMin, 
Aaron  Phipps, 
Robert  Phipps, 
William  Qlayton, 
Dan.  Clymer. 

Nathan  Jones, 
Jos.  Sellers, 
Samuel  Levis, 
Wm.  licvb, 
John  Levis, 
John  Roberts, 
Joseph  Shipley, 
John  Hall, 
John  Levis  Sr., 
Jacob  Jones, 
Adam  Rhoade, 
Abel  Moore, 
James  Moore, 

Row'  Evans, 


u 
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Rudolph  Henlj; 
John  Bough, 
Jacob  Besouy 
Conrad  Stam, 
Everard  Mc01oeS| 
Tho*  Potte, 
J.  Hockley, 
John  Phillips, 

Wm.  Lewis, 
Jesse  Jones, 
William  Oarrett, 
Isaac  Williams, 
Geo.  Hoopes, 
James  Oarrett, 
William  Hunter, 
Felix  Lafertj, 
John  Jarman, 
Edward  Hunter, 
Richard  Fawkes, 
Benj.  Hibberd,  Jr., 
Sam'l  Hibberd, 
Amos  Oarrett, 
Enos  Miles, 
Samuel  Harry, 
Nathan  Matlack, 
Samuel  Brooke, 
William  Matlack, 
James  Moore, 
Benj.  Hibberd, 

Aaron  Hibberd, 
Algernon  Roberts, 
Nehemiah  Evans, 
Joseph  Johnson, 
Joseph  Watson, 

his 
Arohibal  X  Watson, 

mark 

his 
Thomas  X  Campbell, 

mark 
John  Thomas, 
Nathan  Thomas 
Francis  Higgens, 
Mathew  McCrate, 
Robert  Craig, 
Rudolph  Latch, 
David  Jones, 


Martin  Timer, 
Wolary  Switzer, 
Andrew  Wollf, 
James  Schweitzer, 
Freddrick  Rinhard, 
Peter  Rinhard, 
Wolary  Rinhard, 
David  Rinehard, 

David  Lewis, 
John  Jones, 
H«nry  Lewis, 
Oeorge  Adams, 
John  Mather, 
Levi  Lewis, 
Samuel  Oarrett, 
Robert  Cunningham, 
Wm.  Oarrett,  Jr., 
John  Jones, 
Joseph  Esreayi 
Isaac  Butler, 
Robert  Evans, 
John  Oriffith, 
Josiah  Oarrett, 
Jesse  Oarrett, 
Ellis  Williams, 
Jacob  Matson, 
Joshua  Ashbridge, 
Tho's  Smedly, 
Isr*!  Jacobs,  Jr., 

Nathan  Suplee, 
Peter  Willong, 
Joseph  Coulton, 
Edw«  Williams, 
Richard  Ewans, 
Robert  Crain, 
Wm.  Bispham, 

his 
Wm.  M  Dewees, 

mark 
Matthias  Sandham, 
John  Day, 

his 
Daivd  X  Seldrick, 
mark 
his 
William  M  Seldriok, 
mark 


Thos  Bees, 
Isr^  Jacobs, 
David  Thomas, 
Tho*  Cullen, 
T.  Rutter, 
Jno^  Murray, 
John  Bern, 
Mich.  Oorbitt, 

Oeorge  Oarrett, 
John  Bradley, 
Reeco  Otirrett, 
Peter  Oarrett, 
David  Reece, 
Thomas  Read, 
William  Read, 
John  Evans, 
Daniel  Evans, 
James  MoDaniel, 
Samuel  MoMin. 
Benj"  Livezy, 
Adam  Siter, 
John  Thomas, 
David  Phillips, 
Christopher  Hoofman, 
Samuel  Bittle, 
William  Bum,  Sr., 
William  Bum,  Jr., 
John  Krim, 

Robert  Piatt, 

his 
Oillian  M  Roope, 

mark 
James  Davis, 
Jonathan  Supplee, 
Jesse  Oeorge, 
Anthony  l\inis, 
David  Zell, 
John  Zell, 
Jacob  Zell, 
Jesse  Thomas, 
Lewis  Thomas, 

his 
JohnM  Durnal 

mark, 
Abel  Thomas, 
Edward  Oeorge, 
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Inao  HayeSi  John  Snpplee, 

Phineas  Roberts^         Jacob  Riebejr, 

his  Frederick  Hiller, 

Peter  D.  >i  Hanaell,  John  Davis, 


mark 
David  Hanaelly 
ReTerdj  Sheed, 
Jonas  Supplee, 
Nat&an  Road, 
Henry  Pawling, 
John  Moore, 
William  Cleaver, 
Nathan  StorgiB, 
Jno.  Stnrgia, 
Isaac  Hnehes, 
Jooeph  Walker, 
David  Havard, 
John  Havard, 
Benjamin  Jones^ 
Jonathan  Tucker, 
Benj'n  Eastbnm, 
Jamea  Vanx, 
Jonathan,  Roberts, 


Jacob  Denle, 
his 
Sebastian  X  Sile, 

mark 
David  Malin, 
John  Lyle, 
Jas.  Barryn, 
Abel  Thomas, 
Jacob  Walker, 
Isaac  Walker, 
Sam'l  Richard 
Peter  Hobten, 
Jehu  Jones, 


Isaac  Ryall,  * 

Amos  George, 

David  George, 

Thomas  George, 

Thomas  Simon, 

Conrad  Hoover, 

James  Jones  Jr., 

Mahlon  Hall, 

James  Worstall, 

Philip  Rees, 

Jno.  Clark,  J',  Major 
&  And**  of  Acc«« 
for  the  Army, 

Cha's  Cniikshank, 

Samuel  Johnson, 

Jacob  Charles, 

PEilip  Super, 

William  Lloyd, 


Joseph  Williams, 

Jno.  Robests,  U.  M.,  Samnel  Briggs, 
John  Rees,  Dan.  Johnsonj 

Israel  Davis,  Jesse  Ellis, 

Je^ae  Roberts,  Jacob  Bare, 

Lindsay  Coats,  William  RobertS| 

Joseph  Roberts,  Joseph  Jones,  Capt., 

Fra.  Jones,  George  Savage,  Joseph  Smith, 

John  Bewley, 
Evan  David, 
Isaac  Davis, 
Evan  James, 
Joseph  Rorlcy, 
George  Fimble, 
Henry  Wells, 


Jonathan  Storges, 
Jno.  Jones, 
Israel  Jones,  CapL 
Jesse  Jones, 
William  Evans, 
Jona.  Brooke, 


Abram  Nanna, 

William  Thomas,  L^   William  Ward, 

John  Thomas,  Samnel  Wells, 


Norris  Thofhaa, 
Jas.  Hunter,  Jr., 
John  Morgan, 
Joel  Woggolmn, 
David  Joues, 
William  Jennings, 
George  Fetterman, 
Griffith  James, 
Jesley  Guyger, 
George  Guyger, 


Owen  Roberts, 
Abraham  Walter, 

his 
Edward  X  Roberts, 

mark 
Joseph  Sill, 
Thomas  Wilday, 
Nathaniel  Perkins, 
Jonathan  Robeson, 
Anthony  Leveriug, 
Joseph  Bond, 
Samuel  Roberts, 
James  Winter, 
Thomas  Robeson, 


Obe*  Willdey, 
Henry  Shoester, 
Mary  Miller, 
Jonathan  Coates, 
Thomas  Morgan, 

Elizabeth  Crichbom,   Dan.  Barrell, 
Robert  Elliot,  Joseph  Grover,  L*, 

John  Robeson,  Jr.,     John  Grover, 
John  Roberts,  Cap.,    Henry  Colflesh, 
Isaac  Warner,  Isaac  Taylor, 

Rich*  Thomas,  En**,    Michael  Fimple,  Llewelyn  Fox  Taylor, 

Sam'l  Evans,  Samuel  Torbert^  L^,   Jno.  Lowellin, 

Absalom  Priest,  Alex  Oliver,  Casper  Whiteman, 

Hogh  Hoore,  Joseph  Evens,  John  Whiteman, 
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Ellas  Pagb, 
Loonard  Hidelej, 
John  Smith, 
HeDry  Pugb, 
Thomas  Martio, 
David  ThomaS; 
Peter  Evans, 
Philip  Pritner, 
Stophel  White, 


Hagh  Jones,  Sr., 
W".  Broades,  Com' j, 
Hugh.  Roberts, 
David  Lloyd, 
George  Horn, 
John  Horn, 
Christ'  Folkerth, 
Benj.  Sheets, 
Johannes  Granrer,  J**, 


Tho*  Hamphrejs, 
Phil.  Sjng, 
Stephen  Quttmann, 
Jacob  M]\t8on, 
Peter  May, 
Jacob  Zlinsom, 
Fredrick  Grow, 
Mickamel  Moll, 
Rudolph  Sibblee,* 


MeMORUL  of  BfiNBFIOIARIBS  OF  JOHN  ROBXBTS,    1778. 

ft 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  Do,  out  of  Gratitude 
and  Justice,  Certify  in  behalf  of  John  Roberts,  That  on  the  11  th 
day  of  December,  1777,  when  the  Enemies  of  America,  commanded 
by  Lord  Comwallis,  with  an  armed  force,  came  a  plundering  amongst 
us,  the  said  John  Roberts  did  oae  his  utmost  endeavours  to  sate  us 
from  that  Repacious  hand. 

And  when  any  of  us  were  taken  Prisoners  he  likewise  used  his 
utmost  entreaty  to  have  us  liberated,  and  to  procure  us  satisfoction 
as  far  as  in  his  power  for  such  of  our  property  as  was  taken  from  us 
by  the  Enemy. 


Edward  George, 
David  George, 
Thomas  Simon, 
Jonas  Supplee, 
Jonathan  Supplee, 
H.  Smith,  a  prisoneri 
Richard  Ewan, 
Thebe  Smith,  a  pris. 
John  Nevin, 
James  Worstall, 
Wm.  Young,  a  pris'r, 
Wm.  Leech,  a  pris'r, 
J.  Hoffman,  a  pris'r, 
Wm.  Young,  junior, 
Nathan  Jonos, 
Rees  Price, 
Jesse  George, 
Jacob  Mattes, 
Amos  George, 
Adam  Rhoads,  a  pris. 
James  MoorCi 
Abel  Moore, 


Heinrich  B'dr, 
John  Roberts, 
Jno.  Durnell, 
Lewis  Thomas, 
Jesse  Thomas, 
Abel  Thomas, 
John  Righter, 
Isaac  Lewis, 
Rudolph  Latch,    . 
Jacob  Jones, 
Anthony  Levering, 
Paul  Jones, 
Silas  Jones, 
Wm.  Hadelman, 
Mary  Heston,  wife  of 
Gapt.  Heston, 

Mary  Miller, 
Israel  Jones,  Capt., 
Thomas  Torbert, 
Hugh  Knox, 
John  Loudin, 


John  Jones, 
Jonathan  Brooke, 
Abram  Nanna, 
James  Parker, 
Jonathan  Sturgis, 
Peter  Evans, 
David  Thomas, 
Lenord  Hidlay, 
Hm.  Rin, 

Elizabeth  Cricbkonii 
Alexd'r  Oliver, 
John  Smith, 
Griffith  James, 
Letey  Diddle, 
Samuel  Johnson, 
Jas.  Pyott,  a  prisoner, 
John  ferk, 
Thos.  Gachen,  pris'r, 
Daniel  Handy, 
Edward  Richards, 
William  Downing, 
Isaclc  Davis, 


*  The  foifgoing  names  are  distributed  among  12  separate  petitions  all 
similar  to  the  one  now  printed.    One  or  two  naioes  cut  out. 
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Abel  Lodge, 
Fnncis  HtggiDSj 
John  ThomaSi 
Conrad  Uooveri 
iBaao  Hajes, 
Thos.  Thomson, 
Mahlon  Hall, 
Margery  Warner, 
Johan  €k>relf,  a  pris., 
Thos.  George, 

his 
Sebastian  X  Ale, 

mark 
Jno.  Priee, 
John  Zall, 
his 
Walter  ><  Waller, 

mark 
Philip  Syng, 
John  Roberts,  ooop'r, 
Hugh  Roberts, 
Nathaniel  Perkinga, 
Ban'l  Burrell, 
Hugh  Griffith,  jnnr., 
Joseph  Sill, 
Thomas  Wilday, 
Isaac  Taylor, 
Edw'd  WiHiams, 
Jonathan  Robeson, 


Jaoob  Hampbreys, 
Abigail  Lloyd. 
Jacob  Charles, 
Michal  Bowors, 
Ambars  Emery, 
Jesse  Jones, 
Joh annas  Graaer, 
Thomas  Morgan, 
Thomas  BuUer, 
Fras.  Jones, 
Catherine  Jolly, 
Peter  Matson, 
Absalom  Priest, 
Jonas  Yooom, 
Peter  Trezler, 
Gasper  Whitman, 
Michael  Cline, 
Obeh.  Willdey, 
Windle  Kingfield, 
John  Robeson, 
Henry  Shoeater, 
Bartel  Righter, 
Fred'k  Heeler, 
Steffim  Gnffman, 
Martin  Miller, 
Jaoob  Matson, 
Peter  May, 
James  Underwood, 
Thomas  Robeson, 


Samnel  Briggs, 
Jas.  Qain,  prisoner, 
Abraham  Hughes, 
Nichos.  Perkin, 
Joseph  Powel, 
William  Lawrence, 
Daniel  Lawrence, 
Abraham  Liddon, 
Isaac  Bartram, 
Joseph  Sheldon, 
FTod'k  Bittle,  a  pris., 
Jaoob  Knool, 
John  Stilwagan,  jr., 
David  Shannon, 
Thomas  Ellis, 
Philip  Super. 


James  Winter, 
Richard  Bicking, 
William  Broades, 
Abraham  Walters, 
Isaac  Warner, 
Owen  Roberts, 
Adam  Waybill, 
Joseph  Roberts, 
Isaac  Gomly, 
Marsena  Alloway^ 


On  NoTember  the  17th,  1777, 1  being  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Enemy,  into  Philadelphia  New  Jeal,  I  aplyd  to  John  Roberts  to 
Get  my  liberty  within  the  Lines,  which  he  interceded  and  went  Bail 
for  me,  and  I  was  set  at  Liberty,  when  in  the  Greatest  Extremety  of 


I  am  Infbrmd  he  was  very  Kind  and  Charatible  to  the  prisoners, 
in  General. 


RICHARD  SHELDON, 

A  Prisoner. 
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Pbtition  ov  Wm.  Youno,  &c.,  in  javor  op  John  Bobbsts, 

1778. 

^  

To  tb^  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 

Pensylvania. 

The  Petition  of  William  Toung,  Jacob  Hoffman,  William  Leech, 
John  Leech  k  Martin  Walter,  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of 
Blookley,  in  the  county  of  Philad*, 

Most  Humbly  Sheweth : 

That  they  have  been  Informed,  John  Boberts,  late  of  Merion,  in 
said  county,  Miller,  now  under  Sentence  of  Death  for  High  Trev 
son,  most  Humbly  Pray  and  beseech  the  Honourable  Supreme 
Council  to  Grant  a  Reprieve  for  the  said  John  Roberts,  till  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Honourable  Assembly  of  this  State,  then  and  there  to 
communicate  this  their  Humbly  Petition  for  consideration  to  that 
Honourable  House. 

March  17, 1778,  one  a  Clock  at  Night,  a  party  of  about  500 
Horse  &  foot  of  tiie  enemy  came  from  Town,  up  Harfort  Road,  sur- 
rounded the  House,  and  about  a  Hundred  officers  and  soldiers  went 
in,  searched  the  whole  house  for  arms  &  Rebels,  as  they  say,  took 
Jacob  Hoffman,  Son  in  Law,  William  and  John  Leech,  Grand  sons 
to  William  Young,  Prisoner,  almost  naked  out  of  their  Beds,  in  a 
very  Cold  night,  obliged  them  to  march  18  miles  in  a  very  Icy 
Rough|Road,  bearfooted,  by  which  they,  &  in  Particular  John  Leech, 
a  Lad  of  about  18  years  of  age,  have  so  Ruined  their  feet  that  they 
had  seen  like  a  piece  of  Butchers  meat  and  the  Blood  standing  in 
every  step  on  the  ground  they  walked,  and  so  were  put  in  the  New 
Goal,  on  account  that  they  had  been  out  with  the  Militia. 
•  Ten  days  after  a  Company  of  the  most  Hellish  Refugees,  called 
themselves  Galloways  Yolunteem,  came  from  Town,  Took  William 
Young,  a  man  most  70  years  of  age.  Prisoner,  Took  all  the .  HiHrees, 
Gattels,  Swinesi  fowels,  and  left  not  a  living  creature  on  the  place 
except  Dogs  &  Cats ;  Robbed  and  Plundered  the  House  of  money, 
provision,  Cloathing,  valuable  Books,  and  «very  thing  they  could 
find  and  bring  off,  so  that  not  for  1500£  can  be  bought  again  what 
these  Robbers  have  Robbed  him  and  his  family,  and  Galloway  said 
that  he  had  certain  information  that  Wm.  Young  was  one  of  the 
most  active  Rebels  in  America,  a  very  Dangerous  person,  who  con- 
stantly did  Inspire  &  encourage  the  People  to  go  on  in  their  Rebel- 
lion, &o.,  and  so  did  sent  him  to  the  old  Goal,  i)ut  after  three  weeks, 
by  the  Intercession  of  Wm.  Hamilton  was  Released  out  of  Gaol, 
and  on  his  parole  permitted  to  go  about  in  Town,  but  not  over  the 
Line,  and  so  was  he  a  Prisoner  in  Town  three  months.  Jacob  Hoff- 
man, William  and  John  Leech,  after  they  had  been  most  Two 
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months  in  Goal,  and  very  siok,  so  that  some  of  them  did  not  know 
any  thinff  anj  more  of  themselvesi  bat  as  soon  as  John  Boberts  was 
Informed  thereof  he  gave  himself  great  Troubles^  did  do  all  he  could 
do  for  them  and  got  them  Released  out  of  Goal,  and  after  they  had 
(x>me  Home  were  there  still  a  long  while  extremely  sick,  and  so  had 
he  saved  their  lives,  or  at  least  some  of  them  by  all  appearanoey 
would  certainly  have  Dieth  in  Gt>al. 

Martin  Walter,  a  poor  Tenant,  having  a  Wife  &  Ton  children, 
was  Plundered  and  Taken  Prisoner  by  the  enemy,  and  by  the  In- 
tercession of  Jo.  Roberts  was  also  Released  out  of  Goal  ,*  and  the 
said  Walter,  as  well  as  all  the  Rest  of  your  Petitioners,  were  intirely 
Bftrangera  to  John  Roberts,  never  have  seen  him  before,  but  not  un- 
known to  him  by  Information ;  that  your  Petitioners  were  all  of 
them  Real  Whigs  and  True  friends  to  their  eonntry,  &  to  their 
Dearly  Indspendent  Liberty,  yot  he  most  Impartial  did  do  goods 
finr  them. 

As  then  the  said  Jo.  Roberts  has  don  90  much  goods  to  many 
Prisoners,  has  thereby  even  saved  the  life  of  several }  your  Petition- 
en  ean  also  prove,  if  Required,  that  he  has  strongly  protested 
against  these  wieked  Refugees  &  their  wicked  actions,  and  therefore 
was  at  last  not  much  any  more  esteemed  as  a  friend  to  the  king  ft 
kings  Government,  Neither  at  Head  Quarter  nor  by  Galloway. 

What  a  pleasure  must  it  be  to  every  Reasonable  man  to  Read 
that  Resolve  of  our  Honourable  Congress,  in  Recommending  to  the 
United  States  that  we  wanted  Inhabitants  in  our  country,  &  not  to 
destroy  them ;  that  the  charaoteristiok  of  the  True  Americans  shall 
be  Humanity,  meroyi  charity  &  forgiveness,  and  what  once  Wm. 
Pitt  said  in  Parliament  in  favour  of  America,  may  perhaps  now  be 
soitable  ibr  John  Roberts^  vis.;  be  to  his  fiault  a  Little  Blind  &  to 
Ua  virtoe  very  kind. 

Thereloro,  your  Petitioners,  out  of  gratitude  Recommended  the 
«aid  John  itooerts  to  the  Humanity,  mercy,  charity  ft  forgiveness  of 
ilia  HoBonrable  Supreme  Council  and  to  the  Honourable  House  of 
Assembly,  as  a  man  who  has  Realy  done  much  goods  to  many  Priso- 
aer^  to  that  some  even  did  believe  that  it  was  so  ordered  by  Provi- 
dence that  he  must  be  in  Town;  as  a  man  who  has  abhorred  the 
mctioiis  of  these  wicked  Refugees;  as  a  man  who  was  always  pos- 
eeasedof  a  charitable  Heart;  as  a  man  who  was  always  a  real  friend 
to  the  poor,  &  as  a  man  who  was  Herebefore  always  a  very  good  ft 
useful  member  for  the  community ;  and  your  Petitioners  shall  as  in 
Pnty  Bound  ever  Pray,  fto. 

William  Young,  John  Leech, 

Jacob  Hoffman,  Martin  Walter. 

William  Leech. 

Blookley,  October  21, 1778. 
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The  Petition  ov  John  GsoRaE,  kc.j  1778* 

To  tho  Honoarable  the  Sapream  Esecutive  Coaooil  of  the  Gouncil 

of  Feusjlvania. 

The  Petition  of  John  George,  and  his  son  John  George,  Henry 
Smith;  and  his  wife  Phebe  Smith,  Inhabitants  of  the  Township 
of  Blockley,  in  the  Goanty  of  Philadelphia, 

Most  Humbly  Sheweth : 

That  they  have  been  Informed  John  Roberts,  late  of  Herion,  in 
Baid  County,  Miller,  hath  been  lately  tryed  and  Convicted,  and  now 
under  Sentence  of  Death  for  High  Treason. 

Your  Petitioners,  in  all  Humility,  bog  leave  to  Inform  yon,  That 
on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  January  last,  we,  John  George  &  Son, 
John  &  Henry  Smith,  wf  re  taken  out  of  our  hooses  early  in  the 
moniing  by  a  Party  of  the  Enemies  Light  horse,  and  Conveyed  to 
the  Common  Jail  in  Philadelphia,  and  being  taken  from  our  Famir 
lies  in  so  Sudden  a  manner,  we  had  no  time  to  take  any  Neoeseariea 
with  us,  and  in  all  Probability  should  suffered  the  Extremity  of 
dunger  &  Cold  in  that  Inclement  Season  to  the  Endangering  onr 
lives,  had  not  the  said  John  Roberts  heard  of  and  administered  such 
Beleife  to  us  as  was  in  his  Power,  and  not  only  so,  but  used  his  ui^ 
most  Endeavours  by  speaking  to  the  Persons  then  in  Power  for  oiy 
Release,  which,  after  a  few  days  Imprisonment,  was  granted  to  hia 
Solicitation,  and  we  Returned  home  to  the  great  Joy  of  our  helpleas 
and  Distressed  Families. 

That  your  Petitioner,  Phebe  Smith,  sometime  before  having  been 
[in  her  Husbands  absence  in  our  Army  as  a  Militia  man,]  to  Phikui^ 
to  seek  some  Necessaries  for  her  small  helpless  Children,  was  stopped 
on  her  return  and  Committed  to  Prison^  thereby  Rendering  her 
Children  objects  of  Pity,  but  thro  the  Humane  and  Charitable  En- 
deavours of  said  John  Roberts  was  soon  Released. 

In  Gratitude  for  the  kindness  ReceivM  &  Humanity  shewn  to  na 
by  the  said  John  Roberts,  we  humbly  beg  your  Honours  will  taka 
his  Distressed  case  under  Consideration,  and  auapend  the  Ezeeation 
of  the  Direful  Sentence  untill  the  Meeting  of  the  Legislative  Body 
of  this  State,  and  most  humbly  Entreat  your  Honours  to  Recom- 
mend the  unhappy  Prisoner  to  them  as  an  object  worthy  of  a  full 
and  free  Pardon,  and  that  he  may  be  Restored  to  bb  Sorrowful  wite, 
children  and  relatives,  as  he  was  Instrumental  in  procuring  us  that 
happiness,  no  way  Doubting  his  Future  attachment  to  this  State. 

And  your  Petetioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray,  &o. 

John  George,  his 

Phebe  Smith,  John  X  George,  junr., 

Henry  Smith,  mark 
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And  your  Petitioneri  John  Oeorge,  humbly  begs  leave  farther  to 
loqoaiat  yoar  Hononrs,  that  kst  Spring  he  had  a  Yaluable  mai« 
taken  from  him  by  the  Enemy  to  his  great  loss  and  Damage,  and  had 
no  prospoct  of  Redress  nnlill  applying  to  the  said  John  Roberts — 
he  used  his  ntmost  Endeavonrs  for  the  Restitution  of  the  said  mare 
and  at  length  it  was  granted  to  his  solicitation^  and  the  mare  Re- 
turned to  me  again. 

her 
Catherine  X  George,  John  George, 

mark. 


Deposition  of  Sam'l  Wallis  in  favob  of  J.  Bobsbts,  1778. 

CityofPhihdelphia^BB. 

On  the  third  day  of  November,  in  the  year  oSf  our  Lord  1778, 
before  me  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esquire,  one  of^^the  Justices  assigned  to 
keep  the  peaoe  lor  the  said  City,  personally  appeared  Samuel  Wallis, 
of  the  County  of  Northumberland,  Gent,  who  being  one  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  on  his  solemn  affirmation  deolareth  and  saith. 
That  sometime  in  April  last,  while  the  Enemy  were  in  possession 
of  the  said  City,  he,  this  affirmant,  happened  to  overhear  a  conversa- 
tion pass  between  Joseph  Galloway,  late  of  this  City,  Esquire,  and 
Colonel  Balfour  of  the  British  Anfiy,  and  then  one  of  the  Aid  de 
Onape  of  General  Howe;  from  whi^h  this  affirmant  nilderstood  that 
IntoUkenee  had  been  received  of  a  party  of  American  l^roops  being 
flonewhere  over  tl^e  Sehnylkill,  and  that  it  was  intended  to  send  a 
party  of  Brktth  in  punuit  of  them,  and  that  he^  Balfour,  was 
dUnxous  of  being  informed  of  some  person  who  being  acquainted 
with  that  part  of  Idle  Coontiy,  might  assist  the  party  going  out  as  a 
Qwde  at  Oendnetdr ;  Whereupon  3ie  said  Galloway  mentioned  John 
Roberta,  as  a  proper  person ;  on  which  Balfour  shrugged  up  his 
■faonldem  and  said,  he  belief  John  Roberts  was  a  good  kind  cf 
aan,  but  that  he  Baiter^  diooght  he  was  not  to  be  depended  on*; 
That  from  the  words^  of  Balfonr,  his  manaev  of  speaking  then  A  the 
eabject  they  were  delifered^to  this  affirmant  it  appeared  very  clearly 
that  John  Roberts  was  a  person  in  whom  the  Enemy  had  no  confi- 
dence; and  further  saith  not. 

SARTIi  WALLTS. 

Given  nnder  my  hand  ft  Seal^  the  third  day  ofNovem*',  1778. 

[u  8.]  PLUN'T  FLEESON. 
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[L.  B.]  Philadelphia  County  88. 

I  do  certify  that  John  Roberts  (Miller)  hath  taken  &  sabaoribod 
the  Affirmation  of  AllegianoOi  &o.|  prescribed  by  Law  of  the  Com- 
jDoawealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

And  the  said  John  Roberts,  availing  himself  of  the  proclamatioa 
published  by  order  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Com- 
monwealth aforesaid,  for  the  benefit  of  prescribed  persons  therein 
named,  dated  8^  May,  1778 ;  Hath  this  day  rendered  himself  to 
me,  Zebulon  Potts,  Esq',  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
Commonwealth  aforesaid,  and  given  sufficient  security  according  to 
Law,  to  be  and  appear  at  the  first  Court  to  be  held  for  said  County 
to  answer  all  such  matters  and  things  as  shall  be  then  and  ther9 
objected  against  him. 

And  I  do  command  all  Sheriffs,  Constables,  &c.,  not  to  detain  nor 
keep  in  Custody  the  said  John  Roberts,  on  any  Aooonnt,  Cause, 
Action  or  thine,  relative  to  the  above  mentioned  proscription,  given 
under  my  hand  &  seal  of  Offioci  thb  19^  day  of  Juno,  1778. 

ZEBULON  POTTS,  Esqr. 


Copy, 

To  all  whom  it  may  Concern— 

These  are  to  certify  that  on  the  17'^  Febrvary,  1778,  (aa  appears 
by  the  Books  of  Provbions  delivered  tlia  prisoners,)  Joan  Roberts 
came  to  me  with  John  N.  Egolf,  an  American  prisoner,  for  provi- 
sions, that  they  then  told  me  the  said  John  Roberts  had  got  him  oat 
of  Jail,  by  becoming  security  for  his  continuing  in  the  City.  Some- 
time in  March,  the  said  Egolf  made  his  escape  oat  of  the  linesy  and 
Roberts  was  called  on  by  Joshua  Loring,  Commissary  of  prisoners 
nYider  Oen^  Howe,  for  the  payment  of  ms  obligation,  which  was  for 
One  hundred  pounds  Sterling,  or  to  deliver  the  said  Egolf;  Roberts 
calling  on  me  as  agent  for  prisoners ;  I  went  to  said  Loring  and 
requested  he  would  wait  antil  I  coold  write  to  Col.  Boudinot,  who 
I  expected  would  return  Egolf;  Roberts  was  engaged  to  stay  as  a 
prisoner  within  the  Lines  until  the  matter  was  settled ;  bnt  Col. 
Boudinot  not  being  at  Camp,  it  lay  over  for  some  time,  &  I  believe 
their  hurry  for  several  weeks  before  they  left  this  place,  was  the 
only  reason  they  did  not  call  upon  him  again. 

That  John  Roberts  was  frequently  with  me  in  the  Winter  and 
Springy  showed  great  kindness  towards  the  prisoners  &  often  wished 
it  was  in  his  power  to  release  them. 

Phikdelphia,  27^  October,  1778. 

THO'S  FRANKLIN. 
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John  Carmichabl  to  Pabsiosni  BryaKi  1778. 


Hay  it  please  your  Ezoellencj, 

Applioaiion  was  made  to  me  yesterday,  the  22d  of  this  InataTiti 
Oetober,  to  sign  a  petition  to  your  Excellency  and  the  other  Mem- 
bera  of  the  Honourable,  the  Ezecntive  Cooncily  in  behalf  of  a  certain 
John  Roberts,  nnder  Sentence  of  death  for  liigh  Treasoni  that  the 
Honourable,  the  executive  Connelly  would  be  pleased  to  suspend  the 
ezeention  of  said  Sentence  till  the  meeting  of  the  New  Assembly, 
fte.  But  as  I  am  not  any  at  all  aoqnainted  with  the  nnhappy  Prisoner 
I  oould  not,  in  justice  to  truth  and  my  own  character,  sien  the  peti- 
tion, not  being  positive,  to  my  own  certain  knowledge,  of  &08e  things 
urged  in  s%id  petition  in  favor  of  John  Roberts.  I  am  every  ready 
to  do  any  thing  in  my  power  to  any  objMt  in  distress  oonsistant  with 
m  good  Conscience.  1  do  therefore  venture  to  say  to  your  Excellencyi 
and  the  honourable  Council,  that  if  you  can  see  it  to  be  oonsistant 
with  the  safety  of  the  State  and  the  unalienable  Rights  of  just  & 
good  Qovemment  to  grant  the  prayer  of  said  petition  in  that  par- 
iMlar,  I  believe  it  may  answer  valuable  Ends. 

Merey,  we  are  sure,  is  before  Sacrifice.  Mercy  is  the  most  amiable 
attribnte  and  the  most  endearing,  that  can  be  displaid  to  the  guilty, 
and  undeserving  of  which  all  the  inhabitants  of  our  fallen  world  of 
mankind  aftand  in  need;  but  it  losses  its  amiableoess,  it  ceases  to  be 
mercy  if  displaid  at  the  expense  of  Justice. 

If  in  this  manner  you  can  exercise  it  in  the  present  case.  I  cannot 
bat  believe  it  may  answer  this  further  good  end  as  an  happy  ingre- 
dient to  sweeten  the  minds  of  those  of  the  prisoner's  connections, 
Relatives  and  Friends  who  may  have  been  heretofore  sour  and  dis- 
affeoted  to  onr  free,  and  therefoNi  in  my  opinion,  happy.  New 
Oovonment. 

Some  of  the  Relations  of  the  prisoner  I  am  acquainted  with,  his 
brothers  in  Law,  Richard,  John  &  Joseph  Downing,  of  this  Town- 
ship, &  I  hereby  assure  your  Excellency  they  bear  a  good  character, 
for  honest,  sober,  industrious,  peaceable,  ino£fensive  people,  who 
have  not  (that  I  have  heard)  taxen  any  active  part  on  either  side 
sinoe  the  war  began,  but  have  kept  themselves  quiet,  agreeable  to 
thor  Quaker  principles.  It  would  have  been  happy  for  Roberts,  and 
many  like  him,  to  have  done  the  same  as  well  as  to  this  State,  whose 
officers  are  pained  to  be  put  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  inflicting 
its  penalties  on  the  disobedient  and  disaffected.  But,  Sir,  I  beg 
pardon  for  the  freedom  I  use  in  this  Letter ;  it  but  ill  becomes  me 
to  dictate  to  the  first  officers  in  the  State.    May  God  direot  yon  in 
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eyery  stage  to  sach  measnres  &9  may  terminate  to  the  divine  glory 
and  the  good  of  mankind,  &  believe  me  to  be 

Your  Ezoelleno/s  most  obedient 

and  very  hnmble  servaAt, 

JOHN  OARMICHAEL. 

Bast  Gain,  Chester  County,  October  23d,  1778. 

Dirededf 

To  His  Excellency,  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Yice  President  of  the 
Szeoutlve  Council  Philadelphia. 


K0TE8  ev  C.  J.  MoEean  IK  CASH  OF  Ab'm  Carlislb,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  Septem'  25«*  1778. 

Bepubliea         '\ 

«f .  V  Indiotm*  for  TreasoB} 

Abraham  Carlisle,  3 

^  Jurors. — John  Palmer,  John  Lynn,  Isaac  Powell,  Cadwallader 
Dickinson,  Philip  Klomberg,  Thomas  Shields,  Jacob  Utrie,  David 
Bees,  Thomas  -  Goubher,  Thomaa  Palmer,  John  Dcinkeri  iind 
Matthew  Jackson, 

Mr.  Attorney  G-eneral—  . 

8  Charges,  1.  Taking  a  commission,  2.  Levying  war,  8,  Aiding  k 
assisting  the  Enemies  of  this  State. 

George  Br^ner — 

Mr.  Bobs  ebjeets,— ^No  overt  aot  laid  of  levying  War,  Foeter  194, 
an  overt  act  must  be  laid  &  proved  in  compassing  the  King's  death, 
jn  levying  war  &  also  in.  adhering  to  the  King's  enemies.  Foster 
244-5-6,  to  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  Lewis  ^  Prisoner —  * 
.    I  insist  upon  same  thing. 

Mr.  Ja»  Wilson— 

The  charge  ought  to  be  certain, — ^Foster  246 ;  Vaughan's  Case — 
!•*  in  civil  cases,—!  Strange,  480 ;  2  Strange,  1200 ;  2  Wilson, 
148-0;  Law  of  Nisi  Prius,  192-3.  2*»^  In  Treason— 1  Hale,  121. 
If  an  overt  act  is  laid,  and  another  overt  act  of  the  pame  species  of 
treason  is  proved,  it  is  suffiqient ;  Hale  himself  contra,  the  overt  act 
laid  ought  16  be  proved  which  is  laid. 

.Mr  Attocniy  General — 

An  overt  act  is  laid  in  the  indictment — ^answers  Foster,  194 ;  the 
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vkok  erideiioe  need  ttot  be  mi  out  if  diven  overt  acts  we  IM,  &  one 
is  proved  it  is  auffioieiifty — if  reeeonabie  certainty  in  Indictment  this  is 
anffieient ;  answers  Foster,  244-5-6.  Also  the  other  cases^  all  only 
flay  there  ooght  to  be  saffioieot  certainty. 

The  charge  is  laid  with  snfficient  certainty,  Foster  216,  219, 
196--8,  217-18.  Precedent  of  an  Indictm<  for  levying  war,  Foster, 
5  &  6 ;  Foster,  9 ;  one  of  the  overt  acts  laid  is,  aaemhling  dh  march- 
img  in  a  warlike  manner,  &o.,  Foster  22,  he  was  wiih  Su  rebels  at 
Aberdeen  db  several  other  places,  St  was  appointed  collector  of  the 
Rzetse,  &  actaally  collected  money,  246. 

Mr.  Reed, 

Charge,  holding  a  commission,  overt  act,  watching  over  &  guarding 
a  gate  of  the  city,  &c. ;  other  overt  acts  not  laid,  such  as  seizing  goods, 
impressing  people,  &o.,  are  certainly  overt  acts  proving  his  holding 
a  commission. 

Mr.  Ross,  replies. 

No  overt  act  laid. 
Mr.  Wilson,  do. 

George  Bmner, 

No.  1.  He  knows  the  Prisoner  at  the  bar.  Captain  Shafer's  wife 
applied  to  him  that  he  might  remove  her  goods  if  he  pleased,  he  did 
not  choose  to  do  it  without  a  Pass  for  his  safety ;  a  pass  was  pro- 
cared  from  Head  Quarters  in  town ;  he  came  to  her  with  2  horses  in 
a  cart ;  he  stopped  at  the  office  where  Pris'  was,  and  asked  him  if 
pass  was  good,  Pris'  replied  why  not,  but  to  stop  as  he  came  back ;  he 
took  Gapt^  Shaffer's  goods  from  town  &  when  he  got  back  to  the 
office  where  P.  was,  a  Serjeant  stopped  him,  be  asked  Seijeaat  if  he 
might  not  pass,  the  Serjeant  said  no,  not  toiOumt  P,  pemussionf  he 
asked  P.  if  he  might  pass,  P.  <isked  him  who  he  looi,  ne  told  P.  ha 
was  George  Bruner,  who  had  been  there  in  the  morning;  he  went 
oat;  Seijeant  asked  him  if  he  had  any  ^hibited  goods,  he  told  him 
he  had  some  salt  which  one  of  the  neighbours  had  put  in  the  cart, 
Serjeant  said  it  must  not  go  toithotU  the  consent  of  P.,  dc  took  it  d; 
showed  it  to  P,,  who  said  no  hy  no  means  it  would  he  a  prize  to  (he 
Behels  ;  then  P.  ordered  the  bed  to  be  searched,  where  there  was 
some  pewter ;  Soj*  demanded  keys  of  the  chests,  he  told  him  he  had 
them  not,  then  P.  &  Serj*  concluded  how  to  open  them,  P.  said  he 
had  a  chisel  &  mallet  in  the  office,  Seij*  got  them  &  broke  open  one 
of  the  chests^  which  contained  sugar,  coffee^  tea  db  salt,  2  powder  Ju>ms 
A  ashot  hag,  ahU2  loads  of  powder,  Ae  other  chest  was  full  of  hmue 
carpenters  tools  ;  then  P.  ordered  everything  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
cart  &  to  be  carried  into  the  office,  se  that  they  might  take  an 
inventory  of  them  ;  as  soon  as  that  was  done  P.  ealisd  him  a  rebd- 
liotis  rascal,  yovkU  he  hanged  said  he,  hut  since  it  is  a  rebel  affair 
the  Devil  relieve  gou;  Serj'  then  asked  P.,  what  must  we  do  with 
him,  P.  said  got  a  guard  &  send  him  to  head  quarters ;  when  guard  J 
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oame  Seij*  askf  R  if  it  was  vaeful  to  sdnd  all  the  goods  to  h<  qi^,  P. 
replied  yes,  the  prize  wiU  be  the  greater;  he  was  carried  fo  H'  Qi*, 
theffce  to  Oalloway's  office  k  from  thcoce  to  the  provost  to  the  oid 
goal.  On  Sandaj  the  8'  day  after  P.  &  6erj*  came  to  the  old  goal 
&  took  an  inyentory  of  the  goods ;  he  asked  P.  if  he  would  buy  a 
bed  for  biiD|  one  of  the  s'  beds  meaning,  for  it  was  cold  &  he  had  no 
bed  clothes }  P.  told  him,  give  him  money  &  he  w^ ;  next  day  he 
helped  to  take  the  goods  down  stairs  of  the  goal,  where  they  were 
sold  at  the  goal  comers.  The  day  after  the  Sale,  William  Wells 
bailed  him  out  of  goal. 

About  2  weeks  after  he  came  to  town,  at  the  gate  P.  &  Serj^  were 
still,  also  one  John  Knight,  who  sent  him  back  to  the  goal  to  get  a 
bill  of  costs.  P.,  as  he  came  out  of  town  said,  he  had  heard  General 
Washington  Lad  offered  600  d*  for  taking  F.,  but  P,  said  he  would 
advertize  50  round  do,  for  Gen*l  W,  %o*ch  would  take  him  sooner* 

Jurors, 

He  never  saw  his  cart  or  horBCS  since ;  this  was  after  Christmas  in 
the  W.    There  was  a  bushel  &  3  pecks  of  salt  in  all. 

Peter  Cooper, 

2.  Knows  P.  Early  last  spring  P.  asked  for  a  pass  to  go  out  the 
lines  for  ilour,  ho  gave  him  one ;  he  delivered  it  to  the  British 
Picket,  who  let  him  pass,  and  he  brought  in  the  flour ;  he  ffot  the 
pass  at  the  office.  Weaver's  house ;  every  body  might  come  but  no 
body  go  out  without  a  pass.  He  did  not  hear  P.  give  any  directioa 
to  the  guard. 

■ 

Margaret  Sweeble, 

8.  She  knows  P.,  saw  him  in  Front  street;  P.  searched  her  when 
she  went  out  to  get  Jlour,  asJced  her  if  she  had  any  salt  for  the  rebels^ 
she  said  no,  she  said  he  had  nopasses  for  he  had  given  800  that  day, 
but  he  went  with  her  to  the  guard,  and  desired  them  to  let  her  pass, 
and  they  did  so.  At  two  other  times  he  gave  her  written  passes.  P. 
let  everv  body  go  out  for  flour ;  she  paid  nothing  for  passes.  P. 
searchea  her  pockets  &  a  bag  she  carried  under  her  arm. 

Mary  Honey, 

4.  P.  and  a  company  came  to  her  house  last  spring,  &  took  her 
salt  &  two  guns  from  her,  they  put  a  mark  upon  them,  there  were 
no  soldiers  with  them.  John  Clark  put  her  husband  in  goal ;  she 
had  a  couple  barrels  of  salt;  P.  was  there  at  some  other  times; 
nothing  was  taken  away,  for  her  husband  oame  out  of  gaol  in  two 
days  after ;  John  Clark  took  the  guns  away ;  she  thinks  P.  was  there 
every  time,  but  not  certain ;  they  called  them  nothing  than  Bebels. 
John  Clark  came  there  to  distrain  for  rent ;  she  lived  in  Clark's 
house ;  owed  him  a  quarter  &  an  half  s  rent ;  John  Clark  said  nothing 
ab*  the  rent,  be  gave  her  seven  or  ton  days  to  move  out  of  the  house. 
As  soon  as  her  hosbaod  eamc  out  of  goal  he  p^  Clark  the  rent. 
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Mra.  Dorotliy  Sheafer, 

5.  After  her  gooda  were  seized,  she,  two  days  after,  called  upon 
P.  to  know  why  they  were  aeixed,  P.  told  her  to  go  about  her  busi- 
11688^  she  was  juggHng,  and  if  she  did  not  begone  he  would  send 
her  to  goal  after  them ;  this  was  at  P.  office,  near  the  lines,  he  was 
there  alone;  P.  had  before  given  her  liberty  to  take  out  her 
moveables  and  a  chest  of  tools.  P.  went  with  her  and  a  great  many 
Dthersy  (ab*  15)  to  the  Picket,  who  let  them  pass. 

Daniel  Hoffman^ 

6.  When  English  were  here  he  oame  from  Kensington,  &  in  front 
street  P.  oalled  after  him,  and  asked  him  where  he  came  from;  he  told 
bim.  P.  said  I  thought  you  had  been  with  the  Eebeh  but  he  lived  in 
Aroh  street ;  P.  would  not  believe  him ;  and  seeing  a  nuo^ber  of 
oStoers,  he  called  them  and  said,  that  man  should  not  be  allowed  to 
walk  about  here,  for  he  is  one  of  the  biggest  Kebek  in  Philad* ;  P. 
asked  him,  where  are  your  regimental  coats  now,  he  answ^  he  had 
wore  them  out ;  P.  told  the  officer,  that  is  the  man  that  damned  the 
King,  be  domed  it ;  Officers  ordered  P.  to  take  him  to  the  Provost, 
for  that  he  must  be  hun^ ;  P.  went  with  him  towards  the  Provost, 
walked  a  little  behind  him,  but  near  the  barracks  he  gave  him  the 
slip,  &  went  into  a  house,  he  then  went  home.  About  three 
weeks  before  the  English  went  away,  P.  Caught  him  standing  in 
bis  porch,  and  seizing  him  by  the  breast  said,  you  rebel  wnof  a 
bileh  I  have  got  you  again,  yon  know  1  wat  ordered  to  bring  you  in 
ffoalj  and  you  thall  go  in  goal  now.  A  Hessian  minister  lodged  in 
bis  house  and  he  sent  his  servant  down  stairs,  and  swore  at  Carlisle 
in  Hessian  to  let  him  go,  and  P.  acoordingly  let  him  go.  He  was 
out  of  town  the  greatest  part  of  the  Winter. 

Mary  Snexder, 

7.  She  came  to  town  to  see  ber  daughter,  and  brought  cabbage  & 
btttter  for  her,  and  brought  her  maid  with  her  to  take  her  horse  rack ; 
she  sent  a  pair  of  shoes,  3  quarts  of  salt  with  the  maid,  but  horse  & 
mil  were  taken  from  her ;  she  hearing  of  it  came  out  to  the  office, 
and  a  soldier  asked  her  if  she  was  sick ;  Prisoner  said  give  the  Rehd 
Bitch  tome  Phytic  to  cure  the  vapourt.  P.  gave  her  her  borse  next 
daj^  &  told  her  he  had  fed  him,  &o. 

Peter  Stonemits, 

8.  P.  told  him,  when  English  were  hero,  that  he  was  a  great  rebel, 
that  P.  could  kUl  an  hundred  rcbclt  and  pity  not.     P.  gave  Passes. 

P.  bad  neither  gun  nor  sword. 

John  Huston, 

Ur.  Bossy  1  Hawkins,  89. 

Attorney  €reneral, 
Foster,  200. 
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Witness  over-ruled  by  the  ooart^  as  the  testiiaoDj  opened  would 
only  prove  misprision  of  treason. 

Oeorge  Honey, 

9.  John  Clflcrk  and  others  did  not  eome  to  seize  for  rent.  The  2 
barrels  of  salt  were  marked  G.  R. 

Clark  afterw''  brought  a  Constable  &  Seized  other  goods,  rent  was 
soon  after  paid. 

Jonathan  6uy, 

10.  Whilst  he  was  a  prisoner  in  Pbil%  &  after  he  was  released 
from  the  Provost,  he  drove  a  waggon  in  the  light  infantry  of  2  Beg* 
of  guards — he  was  stationed  at  the  sign  of  the  Lamb,  near  Ken- 
sington, saw  P.  &  a  young  man,  with  a  sky  ooloured  oloth  ooat, 
whom  he  had  often  seen  buying  Paper  money,  along  with  him — he 
overheard  P.  say  to  young  man,  to  be  very  particular  about 
Craig's  light  horse,  and  let  him  know  what  force  he  had.  This 
was  on  Tuesday,  and  the  young  man  was  to  return  on  the  next 
Thursday  week. 

Saw  P.  at  Jonathan  Smith's,  ab*  6  miles  from  town,  often.  P, 
gave  passes,  let  people  in  tS^out. 

Near  10  minutes,  within  18  inches  of  P.  and  young  man,  but 
could  not  hear  any  more  distinctly. 

Geo.  Warrington, 

11.  Prisoner  came  into  their  houses  and  marked  the  salt  wiA  G, 
H. — he  saw  P.  mark  it  with  his  own  hand  with  chalk— he  asked 
what  they  had  so  much  salt  for,  and  observed,  they  had  got  it  from 
the  soldiers  and  intended  to  send  it  out  to  the  rebels — they  took  2 
guns. 

A  paper  written  by  Joseph  Galloway  to  Captain  Thomas,  wherein 
he  mentions  Prisoner  as  a  person  appointed  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief  to  superintend  one  of  the  Passes.    Given  in  evidence. 

For  the  Prisoner. 

Jacob  Weaver. 

1 .  Prisoner  always  used  him  well — they  were  going  to  turn  him 
out  of  his  house,  but  P.  said  he  would  go  &  speak  to  the  General 
for  him ;  he  kept  him  in.  P.  has  given  two  or  three  hundred  Passes 
in  a  day — some  he  gave  Passes  to  without  speaking  to  them,  others 
he  took  into  a  roam  and  examined  them-^oe^  not  know  what  he 
asked. 

He  found  a  letter  directed  from  Mr.  Galloway  to  Captain  James, 
in  the  room  P.  used.  The  Constables  took  it  from  him — General 
W.  ordered  the  Frankfort  Mills  to  be  broke  down. 

Captain  Thomas  took  the  room  of  P. — P.  got  the  room  from  a 
Hessian  Officer.  Afterw^  Thomas  took  the  room  from  him — ^P. 
staid  there  ab'  3  weeks. 


Sdward  ReeveSi 

2:  Ool  loare  from  P.  at  soj  dme  to  go  oa^-~ftb*  ft  weeks  after 
the  enemy  came  in ;  P.  told  a  ncigbboury  who  observed  be  had  a 
disagreeable  office,  that  his  greatest  indacement  to  accept  it  was  to. 
serye  the  poor  people,  and  he  supposed  he  would  get  nothing  for  it, 
that  he  asked  nothing  for  it. 

Baehol  Harrison, 

3.  Prisoner  behaTed  yeiy  clever  to  her,  let  her  earry  her  fbmitar» 
out  and  two  pieces  of  linen.  This  was  about  2  months  after  the  £ng* 
Udi  came  in.    People  daily  went  out,  the  roads  were  crowded. 

When  she  came  out,  she  had  liberty  from  some  of  Qeal  Ws 
ofioers  the  last  time. 

HannahAlIman, 

4.  P.  always  treated  her  with  civility;  her  husband  was  an  offi< 
oer  in  Oen'l  Washington's  Army,  &  P.  knew  it. 

P,  told  her  he  was  tired  of  the  office,  wanted  to  quit  it,  and  full^ 
intended  it,  tho*  many  of  the  inhabitants  might  toant  (As  neccsgariee 
of  life.  In  beginning  of  January  ho.  permitted  her  to  carry  out 
other  things. 

Mary  House, 

5.  P.  let  her  go  out  without  searching  her — was  oivil. 

•  • 

Catharine  Hide, 

6.  Her  things  had  been  taken  from  her  by  the  British  Soldiers^ 
and  P.  got  them  back  for  her.  P.  knew  hef  husband  was  not  in  our 
army  &  had  continental  stores  with  him. 

Edward  Williamfli 

7.  P.  kept  the  gates — ^his  father  lived  ab*  8  miles  from  town.  P» 
said  he  wai  in  a  d^pl6fablttsifaatiQii>  &  lei  himgo.«ut  from  the  latter 
end  of  November  to  the  end  of  3iay,  k  oairj  rum,  sugar,  &o.|  ta 

father,  .     .       -  ' 


Catharine  Coleman, 

*  8.  P.  granted  her  a  Pass  to  take  out  difit^rent  persons,  ft  beds'  at 
different  times.  Peter  Bommer's  wife  was  one  of  them,  ft  also  Shri- 
Tons — their  husbands  were  at  the  fort  at  the  time^ 

Elisabeth  Preston, 

9.  Her  husband  is  an  officer  in  our  army — ^P.  knew  it)  ft  yet  let 
her  carry  out  goods,  &o.  P.  passed  h^r  daughter  out  to  get  wood  ft 
piovisions. 

Provisions  wei9  pleiity  in  the  oity  just  before  the  Shipping  got  up 
in  November— meat,  ft  such  like^  were  plenty  to  those  who  had  hard 
money  or  old  money. 

Vol.  VII.— 3  i 


60  WBXaSYLVAmA  ABOHITEB  1778. 

Hannali  SaunderSy 

10.  P.  g«¥0  numy  Panes — ^he  never  refoeed  an7-4iiliabiiaiitfl 
be^ed  P.  to  eonliiiie  ai  the  Ptak 

Nathaniel  Brown, 

11.  P.  gave  Passes  at  the  Bridge — ^he  gave  witness  a  pass  for  his 
sister,  her  children,  &  a  chair  fall  of  property,  &o. — was  very  indul- 
gent Prisoner  told  him  ab*  4  weeks  before  Enemy  went  away— be 
waa  tired  dl  his  off  oe^  bat  the  people  wonld  not  let  him  quit  it. 

John  Panl| 

12.  Last  winter  P.  passed  a  great  nnmber,  insomnoh  thai  Ae 
oiher  party  Areatened  to  haife  ktm  removed  from  kU  cffi/ee  <m  a&^t 
of  his  lenity.  Heard  Colo.  Balfour  say,  if  P.  did  not  behave  belter 
he  Aouid  be  turned  out  of  office.  P.  said  he  did  not  know  that  ha 
had  done  afnits. 

Mr.  Attorney  Qeneral — ^Berwioka  aasey  fo.  10. 

Mr.  Beedy 

Penal  Law — from  105. 

One  overt  act  being  proved,  others  may  be  given  in  evidence — 
Foster  9,  &o.  As  to  Commission — Foster  10.  P.  gave  in  his 
name  as  a  laeutenant.    Foster  pa.  22 — ^216,  219. 

Mr.  Wibon,  If  Ynmm^ 

No  commission,  such  as  is  mentioned  in  the  Indictments,  has  beei^ 
proved.  Prisoner  never  need  sword  or  gun.  No  commission  proved 
at  all — a  commission  in  parchm*  or  paper  not  necessary  to  be  pro- 
duced, but  better  evidence  ought  to  have  been  given. 

1  Blackstone,  88 — ^penal  laws  must  be  construed  strictly,  ibid*.  92 
^-the  law  must  be  construed  according  to  the  letters^  in  criminal 


Assembly  had  in  view  only  ooamissume  in  the  line  or  ia  the  staff 
of  the  army. 

Taking  Sheaffer's  goods  is  only  proved  by  one  witness,  Bruner. 
Mrs.  Sheaffer  does  not  come  up  to  another  witness. 

Gonfcsrion  of  P.  ia  not  sn&dent  to  convict  nndr  Act  of  Assembly, 
the  treason  must  be.  proved  by  two  witnesses. 

The  send'ff  out  a  (^y— doibts  cred^  of  the  witaesa,  but  one  witr 
ness  to  this  net. 

lb.  LewiS| 
Insista  npon  the  stae  thing. 
Vatel  Book  I.,  87,  88—101. 
To  take  an  Alfegianoe  Oath  is  in  general  High  Treason. 

It  is  allowable  for  a  conquered  city  to  join  the  Conquerors. 
People  in  Philadelphia  were  not  nnd'  the  protection  of  the  laws. 
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Mr.  BoH^ 

Foster  207.    4  BbckaloM,  80.    1  Hale,  56.    Edai^  21,  22^ 
JLUofuty  Q6B6nI. 


Bespublica  Pennsjlvanis'^ 

VB,  y  Indiotment  for  Treason. 

Abraham  Garliale,       j 

Mr.  Bo68) 

lBdw«,  6;5A;6*Ediv«6;  l&2Pb.  A  Mary  oh.,  10  *  11;  & 
MoTes  that  the  25«»  Edw.,  8,  cap.  2  >  7  Will.  &  7  Adm  ;  a  copy  of 
the  Isdietm*  k  the  names  of  the  witaeaMs  inddraed,  ten  day*  before 
the  trial,  and  a  oopy  of  the  panel  two  days  before  trial. 

Mr.  Wilson, 

T^vasott  at  commim  law  indefinite  k  not  aeoertained,  1  Hawk,  ib., 
34 ;  4  Blaokstone  pa.  75 ;  1  Hale  fo,  81.  By  25<*  Edw',  8^  ch.  2, 
it  is  asoertained  and  fixed ;  the  Parliament  who  enacted  thu  act  are 
ealled  the  Benedictum  Parltamentumf  the  only  mie  ever  since  in 
England,  except  that  by  the  7^  William,  the  prosecntion  mast  be 
within  3  years. 

It  became  necessaiy  toaseertain  the  manner  of  ^ceediiig  in  tnason 
as  well  as  to  ascertain  the  crinie. 

2  Hawk,  fo.,  256,  mentions  1  Edw',6.  Party  charged  with  treason 
ttvst  ba  eonvicted  by  two  witnesses  or  by  volnntaxy  confession,  1  &  2 
Ph.  &  Msry  ch.  10,  all  treasons  to  be  had  k  osed  aooMding  to  the  due 
order  of.  the  common  law;  ch.  11,  does  not  relate  te  Uie  present 
motion. 

7  Will.  ch.  3,  No  person  shall  be  tried,  whereby  any  carrupiion 
of  Hood  ihcdl  be  wrought^  without,  &c.,  8  years  alter  the  offsnoo 
ooomitted. 

4  Black,  fo.  345,  mentions  7  Anne,  ch.  21 ;  a  copy  of  Indictm^ 
k  of  names  of  witnesses  to  be  ffi?en  Prisoner  charged  with  treason,  10 
days  before  trial.  Bodv  of  Laws,  67 :  all  trials  for  treason  to  be 
aoeordtng  to  the  proceeaings  in  Great  Britain. 

Witnesses  names  ought  to  be  known  to  the  accused,  that  the  party 
may  know  what  part  of  his  condnct  was  known  to  them,  also  the 
oharaotefs  of  the  witnesses. 

Bead's  pa.  4  &  10,  of  Laws  of  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
How  hr  one  Stetnte  repeals  another,  if  two  stetutes  can  subsist 
witlioat  ooBtiadioting  one  another^  they  both  must  stand.  11  Co., 
63,  a.  b. 

Mr.  Boss, 

1  Hales  P.  C,  79 ;  The  nncerteinty  of  treason  at  Common  Law. 
The  act  of  11«^  Feb.,  1778,  does  not  repeal  the  act  of  1718  ;  Act  of 
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Gommonwealtb,  fo.  4,  where  Legialatnre  takes  notice  of  a  .smaller 
•ffence^  it  shall  Dot  be  constriied  to  extend  to  a  greater  crime. 

The  Act  of  11*^  Feb.,  1777,  which  directs  that,  persons  charged 
with  treason  shall  be  dealt  with  dh  proceeded  ag'sl  as  in  other  capital 
crimes  is  by  law  directed. . 

The  act  of  1718  is  thereby  extended. 

Mr.  Serjeant,  Attorney  General, 

What  was  treason  at  common  law,  the  arbitrary  proceedings  in 
arbitrary  reigns  are  nothing  to  the  present  question. 

4  Blackstone,  852  &  3 ;  Laws  of  Pennsylvania  very  different  & 
more  beneficial. 

There  can  be  no  treason  in  compassing  the  death  of  the  King, 
there  is  no  corruption  of  bhod  in  Pennsylvania. 

4  Blackstone,  94,  All  treasons  are  felonies,  tho^  all  felonies  ara 
not  treasons,  Foster  6,  4,  221, 228. 

Beplication  by  Mr.  Wilson, 

If  the  Statutes  are  not  extended  here,  we  shall  be  all  afloat  48  if 
we  were  before  the  25""  Edw'  S,  ch,  3.* 


Mbmo&ial  of  Jubobs  and  Jupqes  in  payor  op  Aba'm 

Carlislb,  1778, 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  Oyer 
&  Terminer  for  £e  Commonwealth  of  PenuBylvania. 

The  Petition  of  the  Jurors  who  were  on  the  Trial  of  Abraham  Cat- 
lisle, 

Humbly  Sheweth : 

That  altho'  by  the  Oatb  we  had  taken,  and  upon  the  whole  of  the 
Evidence  before  us,  we  were  constrained  to  give  our  Verdict  against 
bim,  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  our  Country,  yet  from  the  know  lege 
we  have  of  his  former  blameless  character,  the  consideration  of  hii) 
advanced  ag«,  and  otlr  sympathy  with  his  distressed  Family  and 
reputable  connexions,  our  sentiments  of  Humanity  lead  ns  to  wish 
that  the  Rigor  of  the  Law  may  be  abated  in  his  case. 

That  from  the  benevolent  charge  given  to  ns  upon  his  Trial,  we 
cannot  doubt  but  he  has  an  equal  share  of  your  Honor's  compas- 
sion, and  therefore  we  are  encouraged  to  Pray, 

That  your  Honors  woud  be  pleased  to  recommend  this  our  Peti- 

*  These  are  the  notes  in  the  case  of  A.  C,  referred  to  in  the  letter  to  C 
J.  M«K.,  in  page  21  which  (with  those  in  the  other  ca9e,  pot' now.  to  be 
foun<y  were  presented  and  read  in  Oounoilj  Kot.  2,  17T8.  6ee  CoL  Bee, 
Vol.  XI,  p.  618. 
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tioQ  IB  hia  EftTor,  ia  the  Hon'ble  ihe  Sapreme  Eireovtive  Ooniicily 
that  the  Exeootioii  of  this  Seotenoe  may  be  Bospended  till  the  meet* 
iiig  of  the  hon'ble  Aseembiy,  &  that  they  be  iotreated  to  take  his 
nohappy  Case  into  their  oonsideration,  for  the  Ezereise  of  that 
Mercy^whieh  every  wise  Constitation  has  provided  for  mitigatiog 
eriminal  PuniafameDtSi  and  which  ours  has  thought  proper  to  lodge 
in  their  power  only. 

And  your  Petitioners  shall  pray,  &c. 

Jdo.  Palmer,  Jacob  Uttree,  Thomas  Shields, 

Thoe.  Palmer,  Philip  Clomberg,  John  Drinker, 

Ged'r  Dickinson^  David  Bees,  Thomas  Groucberi 

Isaac  Powelly  Matthew  Jackson,  John  Liud, 

If  ay  it  please  yofor  Honors. 

Upon  the  Receipt  of  the  within  Petition,  we,  the  Justices  of  th^ 
Sapreme  Court  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Jus- 
tices of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Gaol  Deliv- 
ery for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend it  to  your  Honors  favorable  acceptance,  and  that  you  would 
be  pleased  to  postpone  the  issuing  the  Warrant  for  the  Execution  of 
Abraham  Carlisle,  until  the  End  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  agreeable  to  the  prayet  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury 
above  named,  who  were  upon  his  Tryal. 

We  are  with  perfect  Esteem  and  Regard, 

Your  Honors  most  obedient 

humble  servants, 

THO.  M'KEAN, 

JOHN  EVANS. 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  18th,  1778. 
To  the  Hon'ble  the  Vice  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Memoriai.  in  favor  of  Abr'm  Carlisle,  1778. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Ezeoutive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  the  Wife,  Son,  and  others,  the  nearest  relatives  of 
Abraham  Carlisle,  in  his  behalf, 

Respectfully  sheweth : 

That  as  the  common  evils  of  life  are  sufficient  to  excite  a  tender 
sympathy  in  the  minds  of  the  generous  &  compassionate,  tho'  un- 
connected, you  will  readily  think'  it  is  difficult  to  express  the  anx- 
iety we  feci  on  the  present  mournful  occasion,  when  we  thus  appear 
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to  intaroede  for  Ihe  life  of  a  hnsland — a  father-^and  a  friend,  who 
lias  been  dear  k  affeotioaate  to  ua  in  hia  whole  deportment. 

However  deairoat  we  are  to  enlarge  on  the  merita  of  his  privata 
eharaeter,  or  to  axtenuate  the  oriminality  of  hia  pnblio  oondaot|  from 
a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  hta  viewa  aad  intentions,  than  others 
oonld  have,  we  chaae  to  wave  it,  troating  that  there  are  some  of  hia 
fellow-oitizens,  of  respectable  names,  who  hare  done  Hhia  firiendlj 
offioe  in  onr  behalf. 

The  great  object  that  engrosses  oar  solicitude  is  to  petition  for 
his  life ;  and  that  on  aay  terms,  which  to  jonr  wisdom  &  disorotion 
may  seem  most  expedient. 

W<hen  we  look  back  on  the  former  ease  &  happiness  of  his  fa- 
mily, which  is  lost,  or  forward  to  the  dreadfnl  evils  that  impend,  wn 
cannot  view  the  one  withont  extreme  regret,  or  the  other  wtthont 
horror,  almost  too  great  for  some  of  us  to  sastain. 

Suffer  us  therefore,  in  a  few  words  to  intreat  you  on  onr  own  an- 
count,  as  well  as  hi^ — by  the  mercy  &  forgiveness  you  expect  from 
God — ^by  that  compassion  you  would  desire  from  others— by  the  ten- 
derest  ties  of  nature  &  ooasauguiaity — ^by  the  exalted  pleasures  of 
conscious  beneficeuce,  and  the  sacred  duties  of  our  common  Reli- 
gion, to  spare  the  life  of  a  fellow-citiaeui  as  well  as  thereby  relieve 
the  miseries  of  a  disconsolate  family, 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  doty  boond,  shall,  Ac. 


Thomas  Hood, 
Ann  Wood, 
Mary  Hood, 
Ann  Oartile, 
Abr'm  Carlile,  jr., 
Daniel  Rees, 
Elizabeth  Bethell, 
Trances  Rush, 
Joseph  Rosh, 
Sarah  Rush, 
Hannah  Saunders. 
John  Saunders, 
Wm.  Goals, 


Martha  Coats, 
Raohel  Hartley, 
Sarah  Moulder, 
Elizabeth  Durborow, 
Hannah  Newton,^ 
Hannah  Williams, 
Samuel  RobeaoUi 
William  Lake, 
Mary  Volans, 
Edward  Simmons, 
Elizabeth  Simmons, 
Sarrah  Hart, 
Msrthew  Brooks, 


Marey  Deves, 
Mary  Bright, 
Sarah  Moulder,  jr., 
Hannah  Brooke, 
Sarah  Shallanger, 
Edward  Brooks,  sr., 
Joannah  Brooks, 
Mary  Zane, 
William  Preston, 
Hannah  Preston, 
Saoher'l  Wood, 
John  Hood, 
Mary  Hood. 
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MbMORIAIi  IH  favor  09  Abr'm   CARZiISfiBy  1778. 

To  ike  HononiUo  tiie  Sapreme  Ezeeotive  Conncil  of  the  OommoB- 

weaJih  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Fetiiioii  of  the  SubBcribenL  InhabilMitt  of  the  City  tad  Cooa- 
ty  of  Philadelphia,  in  Behalf  of  Abvaham  Garlile^  of  the  said 
City,  BOW  ander  Sentence  of  Death  for  High  Treaaoa^ 

Bespeetfally  Sheweth : 

lliat  altW  his  oonduot  was  snoh  as  rendered  him  <n  Object  of 
the  Jnstice  of  the  Law  of  Treasons,  yet,  from  the  Evidence  on  his 
Tiyal,  it  was  tempered  with  snoh  alleviating  oireumstanoes,  as  in 
the  hamble  Opinion  of  the  Sabscribers,  render  him  a  fit  Object  of 
the  Meroy  ot  the  I^rdonins  power  of  ^e  State.  Tonr  Petitioners 
have  roaaoB  to  believe  that  his  Aooeptsnee  of  an  Appointment  vader 
the  Bnemy,  to  wateh  one  of  the  Oity  Oates,  was  tiie  Sffeet  rather ' 
of  an  andne  Attachment  to  his  own  Safety  and  Interest,  perhaps  of 
an  Opiaion  that  he  weald  he  thereby  of  service  to  his  Fellow-Oiti* 
■eaSy  than  of  a  Malieioas  and  deliberate  Intention  te  aid  and  assist 
the  Enemies  of  the  United  States,  in  their  pemidoas  system  of  Op 
pression,  Tyranny  ft  Barbarity.  If  he  did  hart  to  some,  he  did 
good  to  a  mach  greater  Namber,  and  of  this  greater  Namber  many 
of  Tear  Petitioners  oempose  a  part.  The  former  has  bronght  him 
ander  the  Judgment  of  tne  Law.  Permit  Tear  Petitioners  to  ea- 
terCain  a  hope,  that  the  latter  will  prooore  for  him,  and  his  des- 
tressed  Family  and  Oonnexionsi  the  most  fovorable  Representatioa 
from  Year  Honors  to  the  Legidatnre  of  this  State,  ind  of  his  Sita* 
ation  and  the  Cireamstances  attending  his  Condnct,  of  which  Year 
Petitioners  flatter  themselves,  the  conseqaenoe  will  be  a  Oracions 
pardon,  and  that  he  will,  by  a  coarse  of  Behavioar  contrair  to  that 
which  he  has  ktely  ohs^rved,  flifiiish  the  knmsne  with  aa  Example 
to  be  pointed  to  on  fntare  Occasions,  that  a  Pardon  sometimes  con- 
dooes  more  than  Paniahmont,  to  the  interest  ef  the  Pablio,,  m  weU 
as  to  that  of  the  IndividnaL 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  boand,  &o. 

Thos.  Britton,  John  Yonng,  James  Longhead, 

Jno.  Britton,  Bich'd  HenshaWi  Silas  Englei^ 

Will'm  Allibone,  Wm.  Sellers,  G^rge  Leib, 

Wm.  Craig,  Isaac  Howell,  Peter  Browne, 

Wm.  Moore,  Peter  Knight,  Thos.  Cathbert^' 

Alez'r  Henderson^  P^tne  Newman,  John  Campbell, 

Beaj'n  Rash,  Joseph  Rash,  John  Jones, 

Jacob  Rash,  Will'm  Rash,  Joba  Livingston, 

Sdw'd  Ryves,  Wm.  Allison,  Anthony  Wilkinsoni 

John  Rice,  Chrisf  n  Pechin,  Oeorge  Pickering, 

Joha  Yoaag,  jr.^  William  Moalder^  Sam'i  Howell, 
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Oanning  Bedford, 
Job.  Gowperthwaitei 
Isaac  Coats, 
.Jacob  S.  Howell, 
Isaac  SnowdoD, 
Fred.  Phile, 
•John  BiddlO; 
iStep.  Collins, 
Will'm  Thorne, 
Geo.  Glentworthy 
Benjamin  G.  E^re, 
Jas.  Duncan, 
Arch'd  Gardner, 
William  Semplci 
Honry  Keppiiei 
Israel  Caasell, 
Wm.  Atkinson, 
Heaekiah  Williams, 
Jos.  Watkins, 
David  Scbaffer, 
Barnabas  Coulaton, 
Green  Dorsey, 
Josiab  MatUck) 
£vaQ  £vanay 
Heuben  Haiaes, 
Bobtft  Evans, 
Fried.  Sbenkeil, 
Jacob  Graffi  Janr.j 


Jas.  Craiff,  janr., 
NaihanitI  Browae, 
Jobn  Ewing, 
Wm.  HadgB^ . ;,. 
William  Milnor, 
George  Brigbt, 
Jacob  Bright, 
John  Hall, 
Lewis  Farmer, 
Frederick  Kuhl, 
Andrew  Forsyth^ 
Kiobolas  Hicks, 
Wm.  Coats,  CoL, 
Sam'l  Morris, 

Moses  Bartram, 
John  Lawrence, 
John  Dorsey,  Jar., 
Thos.  Z^vell, 
John  Li&toB,  Capt., 
Worsley  Eme^ 
George  Heck, 
Joa  Ffox, 
Eobt.  Wright, 
Adam  Zant»nger, 
M'l  Hillegas, 
Peter  Thomson, 
John  Qermon, 


Sam'l  HowcU,  jnn., 
AiMirew  Ty\K>vst; 
George  Sharswood, 
Capt.  Jno.  Osmoni 
Jno.  Williams, 
James  Ash, 
Nath'l  Falconer, 
Jacob  Weaver, 
Andw.  Hodge, 
Francis  Alison, 
Capt.  Wm.  Allen, 
Capt.  Daniel  Bees, 
Dan'l  Udree. 

George  Wesoott, 
Henry  Styles, 
Daniel  Drais, 
Peter  Drais, 
John  Barn  hill, 
David  Bees, 
Thom.  Hughes, 
John  Barker, 
Robert  Parish, 
Leonard  Dorsey,    . 
John  Lisle, 
John  Parrish,  Junr., 
John  Wilcocks. 


MEMORiiX  IS  PAYOR  o»  Abb'm  Oaruslb,  1778. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Executive  Gonncil  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  sundry  Persons,  Inhabitants  of  the  City  &  County 
of  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  Abraham  Carlisle,  now  under  Sen- 
tence of  Death, 

Bespectfully  Sheweth ; 

That,  although  in  every  civilized  state  the  public  safety  requires 
the  pupishmentof  Tneaaons,  &  treasonable  practices,  yet  as  there 
may  be  certain  eiretmstances,  in  which  the  Executive  Power  may 
exercise  mercy,  without  endangering  the  State,  we  bog  leave  to  ad- 
dress your  Honours  in  favor  of  Abraham  Clkrlisle,  now  under  seti- 
tenco  of  death. 

When  we  recollect  his  former  charaoter  &  credit,  and  contrast 
them  with  his  present  deplorable  condition,  and  the  miseries  that 
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)mMg  over  Uk  ionooeiit  hmiljj  we  ted  emodont  9f  qompiaiiott 
we  wish  to  oommanioate  to  thoae  wboee  ioflaenee  can  alleviate  or 
avert  the  Evil ;  And  when  we  remember  that  <'  Blessed  are  the  mer- 
dfuly  for  thej  shall  obtain  mercv/'  and  that  this  is  the  voice  of 
Heaven,  whose  mercies  towards  this  Goantry  hsfe  been  so  eminent 
and  eonspieaons,  we  wish  to  merit  the  oontinnation  thereof|  by  ex« 
eroimng  moderation  ft  forgiveness  one  towards  another. 

From  these  oonsideretions,  we  are  indnoed  to  request  that  yon 
would  consider  the  Prisoner  as  a  suitable  object  of  mercy,  and  as 
such  recommend  him  to  the  the  Legislature  at  the  ensuing  session ; 
and  your  PetitionS|  as  in  doty  bound,  shall,  &c. 


Saml.  Hudson,  John  8teinmetZ| 

Whiteh'd  Humphreys,  William  Bell, 


Bobert  Roberts, 
Adam  Clampffer, 
John  Kerlin,  jur., 
Jno.  Kerlin, 
Will'm  Morgan, 
Casparus  Weiberg, 
John  C.  KuQse, 
Geo.  Morgan, 
Henry  Keppele,  jr., 
Jacob  Barge, 
Jacob  Graff,  senr., 
Wm.  Sheaff, 
Lewis  Bitting, 
Charles  Salt, 
Bobert  Porter, 


Daniel  Wister, 
George  Walker, 
Balthazar  Fleischer, 
Rioh'd  Humphreys, 
G«orge  Nelson, 
J'b  Hitsheimer, 
Jos.  Howell, 
Wm.  Jones, 
Wm.  Wister, 
Martin  Pierie, 
Joseph  Jones, 


Abraham  Rintxing, 

Sam'l  Howell, 

Jona'n  Cowpland,  O^  Jacob  Keehmle. 

Thos.  Shoemaker, 


Peter  Knhn, 
Rich'd  Graham, 
John  Fromberger, 
Step'n  Chambers,  Ob- 
late 12  P.  R. 
Samuel  Correy, 
Friederick  Schenkell, 
Jacob  Graff,  jonr.,  ' 
Phillip  Hall, 
Philip  Odenheimer, 
Thomas  Darroch, 
Abrsh'm  Boemper, 
Wm.  Ritchie, 
Andrew  Burkhart, 
Adam  Foulk, 


MSMORUL  IK  FAVOR  OF  Abr'M   CARLISLE,   1778. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Philadelphia,  in  Behalf  of  AbrahAm  Carlisle,  of  the  said  City, 
now  under  Sentence  of  Death  for  High  Treason, 

Respectfully  Sheweth : 

That,  altho'  his  conduct  was  such  as  rendered  him  an  Object 
of  the  Justice  of  the  Law  of  Treason,  yet,  from  the  Evidence 
on  his  Try al  it  was  tempered  with  suoh  alleviating  oiroumstaBoes, 
as  in  the  Opinion  of  the  subscribers,  render,  him  a  fit  Object  of 
the  Mercy  of  the  pardoning  Power  of  the  State ;  We,  therefore^ 
Pray  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council  will  be  pleased  to 
suspend  the  Execution  of  the  Sentence  untill  a  meeting  of  the  Asr 
sembly,  whose  mercifull  interpositioo,  w6  hope,  will  be  graciously 
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extended  in  fkror  of  the  Life  of  a  dalnded  CritnUiil,  whooe  ooiidaet| 
in  all  other  reapeotii  pleads  for  hitn ;  and. 

Your  Petitionerr,  as  in  daty  boand,  fto^. 


Bloir  M'CleDachan, 
Oeo.  Meade, 

John  PriDglOy 
Joo.  Barclay, 
8am'l  C.  Morrifly 
Wm.  Crofla, 
Jno.  Tajlor, 
Th.  Bond, 
Bcese  Meredith, 
William  White, 
Joseph  Moulder, 
Presley  Blakiston. 
John  M'Neal, 
Cad.  Morris, 
George  Spofford, 
Thos.  Franklin, 
Arch'd  M'Call, 
Wm.  Shute, 
Sam'l  Penrose, 
Jonathan  Penrose^ 
James  Barnes, 
Joseph  Rhoads, 
Thos.  Cadwalader, 
John  Cadwalader, 
Sam'l  Khoads, 
Sharp  Delany, 
John  Galloway, 
Amos  Strettell, 
Jos.  Morris, 
Geo.  Mifflin, 
Boh.  Tuckniss, 
Ar.  Donaldson, 
Caleb  Ash, 
Allen  Moore, 
J.  Haiclwood,  C.P.P. 
Samuel  Read, 

James  Searle, 
Adrian  Renaudet, 
George  Douglass, 


JohnLeTelieri 
Riohard  Tnimaa, 
John  Mnrdooki 
laaae  Roaoh, 
John  fitamper, 
Thoe.  Hopkinsy 
Gharlee  Alezanderi 
William  Cliffton, 
Luke  Morris, 
Joseph  Williamson, 
Joseph  Stamperi 
Frans.  Gnmey, 
MattL  Clarkson, 
Gerard  Clarkson, 
Ben.  Gibbe, 
David  Paneoast, 
Matt.  Sadler, 
William  Carter, 
Thomas  Elton, 
Jno.  Britton, 
Jesse  Williamson, 
Thomas  Liming, 
Isaac  Wood, 
Wm.  Mathews, 
John  Diamond, 
Abr'm  Sturgis, 
Robt.  Fitzgerald, 
Jno.  Sibbald, 
Geo.  Houston, 
William  Jackson, 
Andw.  Miller, 
Thos.  Irland, 
John  Wharton, 
Charles  Stedman, 
A.  Wilkinson, 

Daniel  Keen, 
John  Knowles, 
Matthias  Keen, 


Samuel  Dilworth, 
Bobt.  M'Crea, 
Josk'a  HamphreySy 
William  Boddeiif 
WiUiam  Marshall, 
Beina.  Wynkoop, 
Jo.  Sims,  jr„ 
William  Lawsence, 
Robt.  Eaathnm, 
WiU'm  Tod, 
Benj'n  Humphreys, 
Jonathan  Beore^ 
Edward  Middleten, 
Thomas  Middleton, 
Thos.  Fitsummons, 
Wm.  West,  junr., 
Thos.  Pryor, 
Wm.  Richards, 
John  Dufficld, 
Walter  Shoe, 
Samuel  Judah, 
Stacy  Hepburn, 
Townscnd  White, 
John  Stille, 
Jas.  Wharton, 
Will.  Adcock, 
Isaac  Mclchcr, 
Jacob  Baker, 
Ad'm  Melcher, 
PhUip  Hejle, 
Jacob  Uttree, 
Joseph  Bullock, 
John  Helm,  Lt., 
Sam'l  Hillegas, 
Bertie  Shoe. 

Joseph  Lyndall, 
Jno.  Salter. 


*  See  preceding  pages.  See  also  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XI.,  pp.  603,  600,  607, 
618,  614.  NotwithstaDding  the  foregoing  strong  and  respectable  Petitions 
of  Judges,  Juries  and  citixenB,  &c.,  the  pardon  or  respite  was  not  granted,  and 
on  the  4th  Not.  the  penidty  of  the  law  was  inflicted  upon  both  of  the  unfbr- 
tonate  men.  The  report  of  their  trials  will  also  be  found  in  Dallas'  Reports, 
Vol.  I.,  p.  89,  42.    See  also  Penn'a  Packet,  Not.  7,  1778. 
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Trul  or  JoHK  Elwood,  1778. 

Backs  County,  88. 

Be  it  Temembered,  That  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminor  and 
Oeneral  Gaol  Doliyery,  held  at  Newtown,  for  the  County  of  Bucksi 
the  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seyenty  eight,  before  the  Honorable  lliomaa 
McKean,  Elsquire,  Chief  Justice,  and  the  Honorable  William  Au- 
ffustus  Atlee  and  John  Evans,  Esquires,  Justices  of  the  Supream 
Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Justices  of  the 
same  Commonwealth,  assigned  by  Letters  Patent  of  Hne  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  to  inquire  by 
the  Oath  and  Affirmation  of  good  and  lawful  Men  of  the  County 
aforcttaid,  by  whom  the  Truth  of  the  Matter  might  be  the  better 
known  of  all  Treasons,  Murders,  Burglaries^  Bapes,  Sodomies  and 
such  other  Crimes,  as  by  the  Laws  of  the  said  Commonwealth  are 
made  Capital  or  Felonies  of  Death,  and  also  of  all  other  Mis- 
deeds, Injuries  and  Offences  whatsoever,  in  the  same  County,  done, 
had  perpetrated  or  committed,  and  of  all  other  Articles  in  the  said 
Letters  Patent  of  the  said  Supreme  Executive  Council,  specified  Uie 
Premises,  and  every  or  any  of  them  howsoever  concerning,  and  to 
hear  and  determine  the  said  Treasons  and  other  the  premises,  accor- 
ding to  the  Laws  of  the  said  Commonwealth ;  and  also,  to  bo  Keep- 
ers of  the  Peace,  and  to  deliver  the  Oaol  of  the  said  County  of 
all  the  Prisoners  in  the  same  Gaol,  being  by  the  Oath  of  Henry 
Wynkoop,  Joseph  Sacket,  Bobert  Patterson,  Joshua  Anderson,  An- 
drew Long,  Thomas  Long,  William  M'Henry,  and  George  Wicart, 
Esquires,  and  of  Ouliam  Cornell,  Gerardus  Wynkoop,  John  Gilly 
Nicholas  Patterson,  John  Crawford  and  William  Boberts,  and  by  the 
Solemn  Affirmation  of  Timothy  Taylor  and  Thomas  Dyer,  Esquires, 
and  of  Bichard  Ledom  and  Jones  Ingham,  good  and  lawful  Men  of 
the  County  aforesaid,  then  and  there  impannelled,  sworn,  affirmed, 
and  charged  to  inquire  for  the  said  Commonwealth  and  the  Body  of 
the  said  County  ;  It  is  presented,  That  John  Elwood,  late  of  the 
County  of  Bucks,  Pilot^  being  an  Inhabitant  of  and  belonging  to 
and  residing  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  under  the  Pro- 
tection of  its  Lews,  and  owing  Allegiance  to  the  same  State,  as  a 
fslse  Traitor  against  the  same,  not  having  the  fear  of  G^  before  his 
Eyes,  but  being  moved  and  seduced  by  uie  Instigation  of  the  Devi^ 
the  Fidelitv  which  to  the  same  State  he  owed,  wholly  withdrawincr, 
and  with  all  his  Might  intending  the  Peace  and  Tranquillity  of  this 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  to  disturb,  and  War  and  Bebellion 
against  the  same  to  raise  and  move,  and  the  Government  and  Inde- 
pendency thereof  as  by  Law  established,  to  subvert  and  to  raise 
again,  and  restore  the  Government  and  Tyranny  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  within  the  same  Commonwealth|  on  the  first  day  of  Januar 
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ry,  in  Uie  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  aeven  hundred  and  aev- 
entj  eight,  and  .at  divers  days  and  times,  as  well  before  as  after,  at 
the  Boroi^gh  of  Bristol,  in  the  County  aforesaid,  maliciously  and 
traitorously,  with  a  great  number  of  Traitors  and  Rebels,  (whose 
Names  are  as  yet  unknown  to  the  Jurors)  beiog  armed  and  arrayed 
in  a  hostile  manner,  with  force  and  arms,  did  falsely  and  traiterously 
assemble  and  join  himself  against  this  Commonwealth,  and  then  and 
Ihere  with  force  and  arms,  did  falsely  and  traiterously,  and  in  a  war- 
like and  hostile  Manner  array  and  dispose  himself  against  this  Com* 
monwealth,  and  then  and  there  with  force  and  arms,  in  Pursuance 
and  Bxecution^  of  such  his  wicked  and  traitorous  Intentions  and 
purposes  aforesaid,  did  falsely  and  traiterously  prepare,  order,  wage, 
and  levy  a  publio  and  eruel  war  against  this  Commonwealth,  then 
and  there  committing  and  perpetrating  a  miserable  and  cruel 
■laughter  of,  and  amongst  the  faithful  and  Liege  Subjects  and  In^- 
liabitants  thereof,  and  then  and  there  did  with  force  and  arms,  fitlse* 
ly  and  traiteroosly  aid  and  assist  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  being 
an  Enemy  at  open  War  against  this  State,  by  joining  his  armies,  to 
wit.,  his  army  under  the  Command  of  Gen.  Sir  Wm.  Howe,  then  ac^ 
tually  invading  this  State,  &  by  piloting  the  Fleet  of  the  said  Kin| 
and  guiding  the  army  aforesaid,  and  then  and  there  maliciously  and 
traiterously,  (with  divers  other  Traitors  to  the  Jurors  unknown) 
with  fbrce  %nd  arms  did  combine,  plot  and  conspire  to  betray  this 
'State,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  into  the  Hands  and  Power 
of  the  King  of  Great  Brilain,  being  an  Enemy  at  open  War  against 
the  same ;  and  then  and  there  did  with  fbrce  and  arms,  maliciously 
and  traiterously  give  and  send  Intelligence  to  the  same  Enemies  for 
that  purpose,  against  the  Duty  of  his  Allegiance,  against  the  form  of 
the  Act  of  Assembly  in  such  Case  made  and  provided,  and  against 
the  Peace  and  Dignity  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania-^ 
Whereupon,  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Bucks  is  commanded, 
that  he  take  the  said  John  Elwood,  if  be  may  be  found  in  his  Bailie 
wiek,  and  him  safely  keep,  to  answer  to  the  Treason  whereof  he  stands 
indicted;  and  afterwards,  to  wit,  at  the  same  Delivery  of  the  Gaol  of 
the  County  aforesaid,  on  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  October,  in  th« 
year  aforesaid,  before  the  said  Justices,  here  cometh  the  said  John 
Elwood,  under  the  custody  of  John  Thompson,  Esquire,  Sheriff  of 
the  County  aforesaid,  (in  whose  Custody  in  the  Gaol  of  the  County 
aforesaid,  for  the  Cause  aforesaid,  he  had  been  before  committed,) 
being  brought  to  the  Bar  here,  in  his  proper  person  by  the  said  She- 
riff, to  whom  he  is  here  also  committed  and  forthwith  being  demanded 
concerning  the  premises  in  the  said  Indietment  above  specified,  and 
charged  upon  him  how  he  will  acquit  himself  thereof,  he  saith  he  is 
toot  guilty  thereof,  and  thereof  for  Good  and  Evil  he  puts  himself 
upon  the  Country,  and  Jonathan  Dickinson  Sergeant,  Esquire,  who 

Jrosecutes  for  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  in  this  Behalf  doth  th4 
ike,  wherefore  let  a  Jury  thereupon  here  immediately  come  before 
the  said  Justice.*;  of  free  and  lawful  men  of  the  said  County ,*  by 
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l^&iw  ibe  Trunk  of  tb«  Matter  nay  be  iSb%  better  koowti,  amd  wbo 
are  of  do  Affioitj  to  the  said  John  Elwood,  to  reeognise  vpon  their 
Oatb  and  Affirmatioo,  whether  the  said  John  Elwood  be  goiltj  of 
4he  Treason  in  the  Indioinient  aforesaid  above  specified,  or  not 
gailtj,  beeause,  ae  well  the  said  Jonathan  Di^^Hieoii  Sergeant,  who 
prosecutes  for  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid  in  this  Behalf,  as  the  said 
John  Elwood  have  put  themselves  npon  the  said  Jury ;  and  the  Ju- 
rors of  the  said  Jury^  by  (he  said  Sheriff  for  this  purpose  infpaneU 
led  and  returned,  to  wit,  Benjamin  Snodgrass,  Derrick  Hogetandi 
Oiltiam  Cornell,  junior,  Joshua  Bungao,  Thomas  Folwell,  Eliaa 
Dungan,  J<»hn  Vanbom,  ibrmer,  Francis  Titus,  John  Johnson,  Ja- 
oob  Bennett,  ]>aniel  Lerue  and  Joseph  Vanpelt,  being  called,  come^ 
who  being  elected,  tried,  sworn  and  affirmed,  to  speak  the  Truth  of 
and  concerning  the  Preanses,  upon  their  Oath  and  Affirmation,  re- 
spectively do  say,  that  the  said  John  Elwood  is  guilty  of  the  Treason 
sibresaid,  on  him  above  charged  in  the  form  aforesaid,  as  by  the  In- 
dictment aforesaid  is  above  supposed  against  him,  and  that  the  said 
John  Elwood,  at  the  Time  of  committing  the  said  Treason,  or  at 
any  time  since  to  this  time  had  not,  ncnr  hath  any  Ooods  or  Obattela^ 
Lands  or  I\niement8,  in  the  said  County  of  BnckS|  or  elsewhere,  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  said  Jurors ;  and  upon  this  it  is  demanded  of 
the  said  John  Elwood,  if  he  hath  or  knoweth  any  Thing  to  say, 
wherefore  the  said  Justices  ought  not,  upon  the  premises,  to  proceed 
to  Judgment  against  him,  who  nothing  further  saith,  unless  as  he 
before  bad  ^aid ;  Whereupon,  aU  and  singular  the  premises  being 
seen,  and  by  the  Court  here  fully  understood.  It  is  considered  by  the 
Court  here  that  the^  said  John  Elwood  be  hanged  by  the  Neck  till 
be  be  dead. 

A  trae  Transcript  of  the  Reoord. 

EDW.  BUBD,  CI.  Cur.* 


Council  to  Siauju  Gebajeld,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  October  2Sd,  1778. 
8', 
I  have  been  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  17th  instant. 
Agreeable  to  your  requisition  made  to  the  Congrsss,  Mr.  Straker 
is  now  confined  in  the  New  Gaol  of  thiacity,  and  under  the  disposal 
of  your  Honour,  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Most  Christian 

*  See  CdL  Beeords,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  624,  when  he  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged 
on  2d  Dec.  He  was  reprieTed  on  80th  Nov.,  (there  being  some  doubts  of  bis 
senity)  till  2d  January.  He  was  on  the  31st  Dec.  further  reprioTed  for  60 
days,  which  is  the  last  notioe  we  hare  found  in  the  Records*  See  pp.  6S1, 
e68.  Vol.  XI. 


M  PSNNSTLYANU  AS0HIYB8  1778. 

Ilaj6ift|w    A  nd  iadktKMWoi^  I MQ  iafomed,  bit  pKtfO&tad  k^ 
ing  BOODW  eonamttted. 

The  daty  whioh  I  om%  to  •  oiiiten  of  the  State  of  PennajInuiM, 
obliges  me  to  trouble  joa  agaia  with  an  applieation  for  hie  diaeharga 
The  state  of  Mr.  Sinker's  heidth  is  each,  aa  makes  eonfioeoieDt 
dangerous  to  bios. 

The  Gomioil,  ia  ibis  applieationi  wish  to  be  mdentood  to  paj  all 
due  respeot  to  the  pabliek*  eharactery  whioh  yoa  beary  and  every 
mark  of  politeness  and  atteatien  to  yon.  I  impute  any  impr^- 
nriety  in  the  bebaTionr  of  Mr.  Straker,  in  his  applieation  to  yo«i  to 
Lis  want  of  information^  in  a  ease  wluoh  ia  entirely  new  in  this 
oenntry,  and  not  to  a  deogned  disrespeet.  The  oonsideration  of  his 
own  interest  and  oonvenienoy  mnst  have  prevented  soch  design. 

I  am,  Kr,  with  the  greatest  respeoty 

Tour  bononn  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

O.  B.,  V.  P. 

The  HonooraMe  Sieor  Oerard, 
Minister  Plenipotenanry  of  His  Mosl  Ofaristiaa  Majesty. 


MoNsneuB  Gbrard  to  Ooukcol,  1778. 

A  Hiihdelphie,  le  24  SbrOi  1778. 
Monsieur, 

JTai  regn  la  lettre  que  vous  m'aves  fiiit  Thonneur  de  m'#orire  en 
datte  du  28  de  ce  mois  en  r^ponse  k  la  lettre  du  17.* 

J'y  vois  que  William  Straker  est  en  prison,  mais  Vous  no  me 
faites  pas  I'honneur  de  me  parter  des  deux  n^res  esclaves  qui  sont 
^galement  oompria  dans  ma  requisition  an  Congrte.  Gette  seeoode 
eondition  n'est  pas  moins  n^oessaise  que  la  premiere,  et  oe  qe  sera 
que  quand  elle  aura  6t^  ex^utee  que  je  pourrai  m'ezpliquer  sur  le 
fond  de  la  mati^re  et  vous  donner,  Monsieur,  ainsi  qu'au  Gonseil  de 
I'Btat,  des  pre^ves  de  mon  attaohement,  de  mes  egards,  et  de  ma 
d6f(6renoe. 

J'ai  Thonneur  d'etre  aveo  lea  sentimens  Jes  plus  xiespeotueuZ| 

Monsieur, 

Votre  trds  homble  et  trte 

obeissant  Serviteur, 

OSRABD. 

Mr.  Bryant,  Yice  Plr^sident  de  TEtat  de  Penaylvanie. 

*  See  page  17,  61. 
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HaMR  WMfSROOK  TO  OOIi.  'JaOM  SMOVIK 

Dew  Sir, 

I  aead  joa  the  afidavia  of  Two  persons  which  haa  had  the  opertuh 
iiiiy  of  GoQTecaiiiig  with  aoma  of  the  Party  that  waa  with  Brant  ia 
Doang  the  Mischief  att  Peaiopacki  and  to  my  sorrow  I  acquaint  you 
it  has  alruek  the  People,  in  General  with  such  fear  that  thej|;»are  a 
moving  4way  from  the  uper  End  of  the  minesink  very  fast  If  there 
ia  Noi  some  means  Taken  To  Stop  the  Enemy  the  whole  of  the  In- 
habitenoe  will  move  from  this  Plaoe^  and,  if  so^  pray  what  will  h» 
Consiqnenoe  7  Ruin  and  diatmotion  will  Emediatly  fellow. 
lam  Siri 

Your  Hu»i«  Serv*, 

BAML.  WESTBROOE,  Migor. 
Sandiaton,  Oct.  24, 1778. 
To  Gel.  3^80ob  Stroud. 


Colonel  Jaoob  Stroxjd  to  Coxjkcil,  1778. 

Fort  Penn^  October  the  25th^  1778. 
Bear  Sir, 

I  heare  send  with  the  Bearer  the  Coney  of  Two  Mens  OatheS|  and 
by  other  sircnmstanoes  as  Wee  can  fully  Learn,  That  the  Indeons 
and  Toieys  are  gon  up  to  Coabishton  with  their  Plunder,  and  Expect 
there  to  get  more  Beinforsments,  and  to  be  Down  Emediately  on  ua : 

Srhaps  when  yon  see  the  oathes  of  these  people  that  was  sworn  al 
inesittky  yon  may  not  fully  persieve  why  These  Torevs  that  is  there 
apoke  of  stays  in  them  woods,  but  I  will  Relate  a  little  fuller :  a 
great  part  of  these  Toreys  that  has  been  seen  theire  is  persons  that 
Iiaa  there  wives  and  fameleys  and  Relations,  and  inoeed  Correa- 
poodanoe  in  the  settlement,  and  I  am  apprehensive  That  the  Councyl 
and  your  Honour  Dos  not  persive  how  this  settlement  and  Wyoming 
Lyes,  as  Wyoming  can  be  of  no  service  to  us  as  a  frunteer  from  the 
Indeona  and  Toreys  from  Cosisbton  and  Cook  house,  and  That 
Qoarter,  if  yon  will  please  to  Take  the  map  and  Look  in  that  there, 
yon  may  see  that  Wyoming  with  a  small  party,  hardly  able  to  keep 
That  foit  can  be  of  any  Safety  to  us  from  up  Delawar,  as  these  In- 
deons That  WB  feare  will  fall  on  us  will  come  down  Delawar  River 
with  Onowes  down  to  the  mouth  of  Mahaughkamack  Crick,  which  is 
jost  above  Our  settlement,  as  they  did  Last;  or  perhaps  they  may 
Gome  a  little  Lower,  as  they  may  find  Convenient,  as  I  know  oi 
nothincr  to  prevent  them  j  for  I  assure  you  there  is  very  lew  people 
Left  above  Manuel  Gonsaleses  mill,  which  is  12  miks  from  My 
boose,  and  Back  of  me,  between  me  and  the  great  swamp.  There 
ia  no  settlement,  but  the  bare  woods,  now  if  it  Can  be  thought  Best 
not  to  have  the  frunteer  heare,  I  could  wish  the  Councyl  m  their 
wisdom  would  point  out  the  place.    Indeons  is  not  like  our  other 
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Eonemys,  tbftt  wee  oaa  live  with  them  and  aboagU  Aem^  b\ii  whare 
they  have  there  Camp  for  they  Distroy  all ;  and  as  for  the  other 
aoc*  that  ^ee  sent  with  Esq'  VaDcamp,  the  oath  of  that  woman,  the 
IndeoDs  came  neer  the  time  she  spoke  of,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  high  weatters,  they  would  have  done  mnnh  more  Mtsehief,  for 
there  was  nothing  to  hinder  them,  for  It  was  Two  Days  after  they 
was  gon  l>efore  the  Malitia  eoald  be  ooUeeted  all ;  so  I  mnst  Leave 
the  Matter  with  yon  and  the  Counoyl.  Hoping  yon  will  do  at  this 
Distressing  time  something  for  ns,  and  to  give  ns  Relief,  as  wee  have 
onr  Eyes  on  you,  as  wee  have  no  other  place  to  apply  to  for  Relief. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  very  nmble  serv'ty 

JACOB  STROUD. 


General  Aitthont  Watns  to  Assembly,  1778. 

State  of  New  Tork 
Camp  near  Frederioksbnrg,  26th  Oct.,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  Enclose  a  Retam  of  the  strength  & 
Condition  of  the  Eight  Penns*  Regiments  nnder  my  Command,  to- 
gether with  Letters  from  two  Recruiting  Officers  to  Col«  Rich'  Bat- 
Mr,  Complaining  of  the  want  of  Money  to  facilitate  the  necessary 
service  upon  which  they  were  sent. 

The  Honorable  House  will  be  Convinced  by  the  Returns,  that 
these  Regimeots  are  far  short  of  their  Complement  of  men ;  the 
first  Brigade  being  813  Deficient,  &  the  second  950. 

The  other  States  are  Completing  their  Regiments  with  great 
Rapidity  in  pursuance  of  a  late  Resolve  of  Congress,  Im powering 
His  Excellency  Oenl.  Washington,  to  furnish  the  Officers  of  the 
Respective  States,  with  Money  sufficient  for  the  pnrpose  of  Reinlist- 
ing  all  their  Drafts  or  substitutes  for  three  years,  or  During  the  War. 

I  here  beg  leave  to  Remind  the  Hon^**  House  that  early  last 
spring  Congress  Recommended  to  the  several  States  to  use  every 
possible  exertion  to  Complete  their  Quota  of  men  by  Draughts  or 
Substitutes  for  nine  months,  or  during  the  Campaign;  this  was 
done  in  every  State  except  Penns*,  who  by  a  Liberal  Bounty  ex- 
pected to  have  furnished  their  Quota  for  the  War,  but  the  particular 
situation  that  we  were  then  in,  from  the  Enemy  being  in  posses- 
sion of  our  Capital,  added  to  the  appearance  of  an  Indian  War  on 
our  fronteers,  prevented  us  from  meeting  with  that  success  in 
Recruiting  that  we  otherwise  had  reiison  to  expect. 

These  Difficulties  being  now  in  a  great  measure  Removed,  I  have 
not  the  least  Doubt  but  by  the  Countenance  and  Direction  of  yonr 
Honourable  House,  we  shall  with  great  facility  Complete  our  Quota 
of  men,  and  once  more  assume  that  Rank  &  maintain  that  Conae- 

2uence  among  the  Other  States,  which  from  our  Wealtb,  Numbers, 
;  former  services;  wc  are  Entitled  to  hold. 
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I  have  Detatched  one  or  mote  Officers  from  eaoh  Begiment  o^  the 
RecraitiDg  Service— they  have  been  some  time  on  that  duty — will 
the  Honorable  Honae  please  to  give  them  such  Instructions  as  they 
may  think  most  likely  to  facilitate  that  Essential  business. 

Please  to  present  my  most  Respectful  Compliments  to  the  Housei 
and  assure  them  that  I  shall  Esteem  myself  highly  Honored  by  their 
Commands,  &  that  I  shall  always  be  Beady  to  serve  them  with  the 
best  Service  of  their  &  your 

Most  Ob't  and  very  Hum'l  Ser't, 

ANTr  WAYNE,  B.  G., 

Conuiis  the  Peon'  I^aa,  - 

Directed. — ^The  Speaker  of  the  Hon***  House  of  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Penns'. 


Wm.  Thompson  to  Col.  Richard  Butlbb,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  October  5th,  1778. 
Dea'  Col., 

I  am  sorry  that  it  is  in  my  Power  to  Inform  yon  that  the  Council 
has  Befuesed  money  for  the  Becruiting  Service,  on  account,  as  they 
say  the  have  raised  their  Quota  of  Troops.  I  have  acquainted  the 
Council  of  the  strength  of  the  Pennsylv*  Line,  which  is  far  short  of 
their  Quota,  but  I  feer  to  no  service,  as  they  again  hinted  that  the 
war  wold  be  shortly  finished,  and  there  was  no  need  for  throwing 
the  State  to  farther  Expenees ;  I  wish  it  may  be  the  case.  I  farther 
acquainted  them,  that  in  the  arengement  of  the  army  there  was  no 
men  transferd  to  your  Beg' ;  they  seemed  to  think  that  they  ware  In- 
clined to  advance  more  money  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  same, 
but  has  Given  no  money  as  yet.  I  have  borrowed  to  the  amount  of 
700  Dollars  to  Garry  on  the  Becruiting  Service  since  I  have  been  in 
town,  but  now  cannot  Proceed  any  farther  for  want  of  money — Six- 
teen fine  young  men  I  have  refused  for  want  of  money,  but  not 
without  acquenting  the  Council,  there  answer  was  that  they  had  not 
money  at  that  time  or  they  wold  supply  me  with  it.  I  am  of  the 
oppenion  that  if  the  Col.  wold  right  to  Council  concerning  the 
matter,  that  the  Council  would  advance  money  so  far  as  to  make 
your  Beg*  eaquel  with  others.  Sir,  I  sent  you  14  recruits  in  Care 
with  Cap*  I^ngi  L^  Swyler,  L*  Ashton,  which  I  hope  will  meet  with 
your  approbation ;  four  more  I  have  in  town.  Capt  Pearson  &  I 
wates  your  further  orders. 

Sir,  I  am  your  most  obedient 

and  Humble  ServS 

WM.  THOMPSON. 

P.  S. .  Sir,  please  to  give  my  Compliments  to  Col.  North,  Major 
Nichols,  and  all  the  Qentlemen  officers. 

Directed,— Bar  Col.  Bich'd  BuUer,  9th  Pennsylv*  Beg*  at  Head 
Quarters.     ^  favor  Capt.  Humphreys. 
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BSTURN  OF  ¥HB  2nD  PUKHSTLVAKIA  BRIGADE  OF 


R98llnij0in8* 


Bute. 


.8 

Ph  7 


Oolon«1s  NamM. 


Tho's  Craig, 
Fran's  JohnstOD, 
Josh.  Harmary 
Rioh'd  Butler. 


Total. 


Srok  Present, 

Siok  Absent^ 

On  Furloughi 

Recruiting, 

Tacanty 

On  Command, 

Doing  detaohed  duty, 

Prisoners  on  Parole. 


OfltotnlVeMnt 


ndd. 


i 


I 


OomBiis*(t 


I 


I 


Total| 


3 


2 


2 

4 
2 


10 


4 

5 

ll 


2 
1 
3 
1 


■ 


2 
3 

6 


} 


Staff. 


nt  Ibr  Dotgr. 


2 


^  £ 


1 
1 


2 


i 


• 


1 
1 
1 
1 


( 


s 


1 


Non  CkwmlMtoncd. 
■  ■      ■   * 


i 


14 


18 


14 


I 


11 
1 
1 
1 


,  • 


4 

I 

1 
1 
1 
1 


4 


I 


1 

1 


27 
14 
18 
13 


72 


I 


14 
18 
15 
11 


53 


I 
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Foot,  Commanjdbd  bt  Fba's  JoHimtoK,  Esq.,  Col. 
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658 


75 


QttdcerhiU, 
FkhkUl, 
Oea.  Hotp'li 
VftUey  Forge, 
Prinoetoiii 
Kiigs  Farrji 
KingstowDi 
Qr.  Meet'g  Wb^ 
Lancaster, 
Red  Lyo«y 
FljiDg  Hoe8| 
Bethlehem. 
Carlisle, 
Philadelphk, 
French  Greek, 
Peeks  KiU, 
Morriatown, 
Black  RiveTi 
Reading, 
Uncertain, 
Yellow  Spring, 
Banbory, 
Trenton, 
East  town, 
Lightfoot, 
Morriatown, 
Bhafers  Town, 
Bucks  Coontj, 
Rocky  HiU, 
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3 
2 

15 
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279 
227 
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WcntlDg  to 
eompleto. 


i 


AliwatioBi  ^M  iMt  R«tani. 


143 

2251 
1277 
805 


960 


-(• 


1 

21 


3 


f 


i 
I 


I 

1 
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His  Ez'cys  Qnard, 
Cor's  late  Morgana, 
Li|;ht  Infantry, 
Bollock  Gnardy 
Waggoners, 
Sunreying, 
At  the  lines, 
Ocn'l  Officers, 
Cap"  Chambers, 
Com'  OeneralS| 
Peeks  Kill, 
Cbatlr  Oea**, 
Weeks  Command, 
Doing  duty  Camp^ 
Baking, 
Reomiting, 
Hackensack, 
Col.  Frasiei^s, 
Wait'  Fre-^  Cree», 
Col.  Johnston's, 
Butcher, 
FishkiU. 
Taylor, 
Vidley  Forge, 
Potsffrove, 
Col.  Nagle, 
Com'  Oen**  Qnard, 
Armonrer, 
Uncertain, 
Wright's  Stores. 


Joined 


i 


i 


10 
2 
1 


18 


PRA'S  JOHNSTON, 

CoL  Comm'ff  2Dd 

P.  Btigade. 
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A  Rbturn  Of  THE  Pennsylvania  Brigadb  op  Foot, 


REGIMENTS. 


Colonels 

NAUEft. 


1 

2 

7 

10 


Chambers. 
Stewart. 
Irvin. 
Uomptoii. 


Total. 


Siok  Present. 
Sick  Absent. 
On  Furlough. 
Recruiting. 
On  Command. 
As  Pay  Master. 
As  Adjutants. 
As  Quarter  Mastersj 
Prisoners  of  War. 
Surreying. 
Arrested. 
On  Parole. 

Total. 


Officers  PBESE^T• 
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I 
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3 
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1 
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2 
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2 
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84 


2 
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Staff. 
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1210 
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Cohm'd  bt  Coh.  Waltxb  Stbvaet,  Esqs.,  Oct.  24, 1778. 


Waatiuf;  to  Alteratioas  since 
Oompl»t«.  lut. 


i 

15-1'17|1 
280 '48 1  i 

135  n; 

184  14'; 


753:951781265  12 


HENRY  UcCORMICK,  M.  B. 
WALTER  STEWART, 

Colonel  CommandoDt. 
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John  Peabsok  to ,  1778. 

Fhilad'a,  6th  October,  1778. 

Dear  Sirj 

I  am  yery  aony  I  am  obliged  to  atop  the  Important  Bnmesii  I  was 
Bent  uppoD,  ii  frocnriiig  men  for  the  Regf.  I  haye  thk  Day  ap- 
plyed  to  Coanstll  for  moneji  Mr.  Matlack  tells  me  he  will  have 
nothing  to  doe  in  the  matter  in  eiUier.ftiviDg  me  money  or  settling 
my  account  I  then  api^yed  to  Col.  No^^g,  one  of  the  memberSi 
after  laying  my  aeoonnt  before  the  Board  for  seyeral  Day— he  give 
me  this  answer,  that  he  could  not  procure  me  an  Order  for  money^. 
&  that  it  was  Needless  for  me  to  Wait  upon  the  Councill  any  more. 
Mr.  Matlack  told  me  if  he  had  the  loegalatien  of  the  matter  he 
would  Order  eyery  one  of  the  Beorniting  Officers  to  Camp  Smedi- 
ately  &  not  giye  them  a  farthing  of  money,  which  I  thought  yenry 
odd — men  are  cam  mine  dayly  to  me  to  Enlist  &  am  obliged  to  re- 
fuse them,  merely  for  the  Loye  of  the  Seryioe  &  the  Benefit  of  the 
!Ilegf«  I  whent  and  borrowed  one  hundred  pounds  to  pay  fiye  fine 
fellowi  who  came  to  me  to  offer  their  seryis,  &  no  cant  git  a  far- 
thing of  hf  and  am  obliged  to  Keep  my  friend  out  of  his  money  till 
I  can  by  some  means  haye  my  Beorniting  account  settled.  God 
knows  oure  Ezpence  here  is  yerry  great,  let  alone  Keeping  us  doing 
of  nothing.  As  I  am  confident  you  are  sensible  of  the  Expence  that 
we  are  at,  I  need  not  mention  it  to  you.  Lieu*  Henery  Becker,  that 
Col.  North  ordered  to  call  on  me  for  my  Becruits  is  not  come  to 
town  yet,  but  Is  expected  eyery  day,  &  as  soon  as  be  comes  I  shall 
Dispatch  him  of  with  thein  Emediately.  I  have  Lost  a  good  many 
men  for  the  whant  of  money  to  pay  them  of,  according  to  promise. 
After  passing  them  the  Muster  Master,  there  remaining  Sixt^  Dol- 
lars Ordered  to  be  giyine  by  my  instmckiog,  which  has  giying  me 
ffreat  nneasincss.  I  need  not  Enlarge  any  further  on  this  subject, 
but  shall  wait  your  answer. 

Bemaining  your  to  Command, 

JOHN  PBABSON. 


Council  to  Mons.  Gsbabd,  1778. 

In  Councill 

Philadelphia^  October  27, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  honour  of  your  iayourof  the  24th  instant,*  and  haye 
made  enquiry  concerning  the  negroes  mentioned  as  haying  been 
demanded  by  youofCongre8S,tobe  committed  to  Goal  and  suDJected 
to  your  disposal. 

^See  page  62. 
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II  tuppmam  Ail  one  of  tliMi^  a  ifegiQ  Qiity  m  oomfnilled  to  Gkidi 
the  olheTi  a  vaao  ittaii|  tbe  Gotttaiasary  of  PHBOttera  has  boI  boon 
able  to  fiad*  Mr.  StnJcer  has  beon  oaUed  apoii|  aod  ho  repfesento 
that  the  aaid  negro  mail  was  not,  at  the  time  of  his  olopementy  in 
the  poaaeaaion  of  Mr.  Straker^  and  ho  haa  giyen  tojae  theatroogaal 
aaaoraaoe  thai  ho  doeanot  know  where  the  aaid  negro  man  is,  or  any 
thing  oonoeming  hia  concealment ;  on  the  contrarji  he  offers  his  nt- 
moat  aasiatance  in  making  enquiry  after,  aecnring  and  delivering 
him  into  the  diapoaal  of  your  honour.  From  this  representation,  it 
aeema  that  Mr.  otraker  ought  not  to  bo  detainedi  in  oonaequenoe  of 
the  ahaenoe  of  the  Slave  in  question. 

The  atate  of  Mr.  Straker's  health  induces  me  again  to  request 
that  your  honour  will  not  delay  to  determine  on  his  case,  longer  than 
la  abaolutely  neoeasary. 

The  Hn'Ue  the  Bieur  Gerard,  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  Hia  Moat  Chriatian  Majesty. 


Wiu  Stbakbb  to  y.  p.  Brtais  1778. 

I  find  from  ny  B',  Mr.  Jamea  fioddoD.  that  Mobs'  Gktard  re- 
<|uirsa  the  negro^  who  wont  away,  ahon'd  be  retumed  beftve  we  can 
liavo  a  tool  anawer.  I  moat  beg  the  liibeity  to  inform  your  honor 
tiMi  the  Bogffo  IB  ^oeatioD  was  d^tver'd  with  the  rest  to  Moos'  Qet* 
rard ;  that  aome  time  past  ho  osbso  and  informM  mey  flMtone  of  the 
white  servants  had  beat  &  used  him  lU,  &  I  found  would  have  made 
many  pretences  to  have  conttnoed  in  my  family,  but  knowing  too 
well  the  oonaeqnenOea  of  such  a  proceeding  against  public  authority, 
&  still  hoping  to  be  consider'd  as  a  resident  £  having  my  property 
leatored,  I  ordered  him  immediately  to  return  to  Mous' Oerrard ;  he 
promised  to  obey  every  thing  I  directed,  but  find,  instead  of  wluch, 
he  has  abaented  himself  ever  since.  I  have  offer'd  my  honor,  ft 
every  thins  that  was  sacred,  that  I  know  nothing  of  the  negro,  but 
Bs  I  find  that  Inafeotual,  have  eodoaed  myowndepoaitiony  with  that 
of  aeveral  of  my  fisimily,  that  we  know  not  the  time  or  place  where 
lio  la  ae«veted|  that  we  will  uae  every  meaauro  in  our  power  to  dia- 
cover  him,  ft  should  we  be  happy  enough  to  auooeed,  will  immedi- 
Btelv  deliver  him  up  to  the  Sieur  Gerrara.  Aa  I  am  oxtreamly  nn-* 
well,  ft  fearing  leal  my  ilness  should  increase  and  render  me  incapa- 
ble of  adresaing  your  honor  again  on  the  aubject,  yoa^l  sive  me 
leave,  thro'  thia  dhannel,  lo  sp^  the  aentiraenta  of  a  man  who  findB 
himself  oxtreamly  hurt  by  many  miarepreaentationa  made  to  the  Mi» 
mater  much  to  hia  prejndioa.  It  is  not  nataral,  froai  Ua  general 
character,  to  treat  aay  person  with  rigour,  hia  hwnaBity  ft  lenitgr  hi 
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given  equal  to  his  power — thereibre,  cannot  help  thinking  myself 
unhappy  in  being  held  in  snob  an  nnfaTonrable  light  by  hioiy  with*> 
ont  the  hope  of  acquitting  myself  of  any  imputation  aoainst  me. 
Your  honour  will  excuse  my  trespassing  so  long  on  your  time,  &  be* 
lieve  me  to  be,  with  much  req)ect| 

Y'  honor's  most  obedient  & 

very  humble  servant, 

WM.  STBAKEB. 
New  Ooal^  October  SOth,  1778. 

Directedj 
The  Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Vice  President. 


Wm.  Strakbr  to ,  1778. 

Sir, 

From  the  Information  rood  of  my  B%  Mr.  James  Badden,  the 
two  negroes -seem,  ap  a  matter  in  question  by  Monsieur  Gerrard,  I 
can  only  assure  of  one  being  in  Goal;  the  other,  a  man  servant,  on 
the  veracity  of  a  man  of  honor,  I  know  nothing  of,  neither  does  any 
of  the  family  as  far  as  I  know — ^however,  yoif  mliy  rest  assut'd  that 
every  means  shall  be  ueed  to  gain  intelligeaee,  &  if  we  can  receive* 
any  accounts  of  binit  so  as  to  give  us  an  opportuniiy  of  taking  him^ 
you  may  depend  on  our  exertion  in  the  Capture,  &  he  shall  be  deli- 
vered up  to  the  disposal  of  the  Sieur  Gerrasd. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Y'  honor's  very  humble  Serv*, 

WM.  STRAKER. 
New  Goal,  Oct'  26^  1773. 


MbMOEIAL  of  JcTSTICBS  OB  NoRTHUMBraLAND,  17T8. 

To  his  Excellendey  the  President,  or  in  his  absence,  the  Hon'  the 
Vice  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
'  wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Mepiorial  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  &r  the  County  of 
Northumberland,  in  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions,  met  oa 
Tuesday,  25th  day  of  August,  1778, 

Bheweth,  that  the  business  of  this  County  is  much  impeded  foB 
wmirt  of  an  Attorn^  topoaecute  for  the  Ooqunenwialth, 
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That  this  being  the  second  Court  at  which  no  State  Attorney  ap- 

Kred,  many  persons  have  been  admitted  to  Bail  who  ought  to  have 
n  tried,  the  Magistrates  thinking  it  imfynident  to  tonflne  them  at 
the  expence  of  the  'County,  until  there  is  a  probability  of  Prosecu- 
tion; 

That  the  long  suspension  of  justice  in  this  County,  from  Febru- 
ary, 1776,  to  November,  1777,  had  rendered  the  People  licentious 
enough,  and  a  further  delay  of  ezeeutinff  the  laws,  must  lead  them 
lo  lengths  perhaps  too  diffioolt  to  be  xeoalled ; 

That  eren  Tipling  houses,  the  notorious  promoters  of  tiee  and  im- 
moimlity,  and  audaoioos  opponents  to  kw  and  order  remain  unpun- 
ished, though  frequently  returned  to  Court  for  want  of  Indictment ; 
That  there  are  two  Prisoners  now  in  this  County  for  Murder,  the 
«ae  admitted  to  Bail,  the  other  in  dose  ooAfinciment,  WhO;  we  appre- 
hendy  should  be  brought  to  triaL 

Your  nemorialists,  therefore,  pray  your  Honours  aerious  atten« 
tion  to  the  premiseSi  and  such  rcAiei  as  to  your  wisdom  shall  seem 
fit 

by  Order  of  the  Court, 

THOMOND  BALL,  D.  Prof y. 


Mbriwxthbb  Smith  akb  B.  H.  Ljbe  to  V.  P.  Bbtah, 

1778.  ^ 

PUIadelphia,  Nor  1st,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  subject  of  iihe  inclosed  Letter*'  W6  conoeire  commands  your 
serious  attention,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  we  need  not  suggest 
to  you  the  propriety  of  taking  some  immediate  step,  in  cod  junction 
with  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  to  restore  the  Harmony  of  the  States 
of  Virginia  &  Pennsylvania,  or  at  least  to  prevent  the  consequences 
likely  Xo  ensue  from  this  occasion. 

We  hope  that  all  Disputes  of  this  nature  may  be  amicably  settled 
by  you  &  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  that  it  will  be  unnecesssry 
to  trouble  Congress  upon  this  subject ;  with  this  view  we  shall  write 
to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  givhig  him  an  account  of  the  Informa- 
tion we  have  rec^,  &  of  our  proceedings  thereon. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's 

Moftt  obed*  Serwnts^ 

MEBIWETHEE  SillTH, 
BIGHABD  HENBY  LEE. 
Direcledj 

His  Ezoelloncy  George  Bryan,  Bsqr.|  Viee  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil, Pennsylvania. 

*  Not  found. 
Vol.  VII. 
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Gaft.  John  Nbilson  to  Exbcutiyb  Oouncil,  1778. 

Moantbethel|  Northampton  Ooantji 

Noy'i  the  2d,  1778. 
Oentlemen, 

I  Beg  leave  to  inform  yon  that  a  part  of  my  Oompany,  at  the 
time  the  Militia  Law  took  place,  was  seperated  from  me,  and  hath 
not  Regularly  joind  any  Battalion  which  arose  Arom  my  Gompanyi 
haveing  t<^  join  a  Battalion  which  they  did  not  formerly  belong  to, 
which  cans'  a  great  Distarbanoe. 

To  pacify  the  people,  the  Lientenanta  of  the  Gonnty  allowed  the 
Company  to  Divide  into  two,  &  each  part  to  "have  Officers,  which 
accordingly  was  chosen,  and  the  Officers  of  the  Company  which  left 
me  was  never  Commissioned,  and  they  have  still  been  exempted 
from  taking  their  Towr  of  Duty  in  the  Militia,  which  Greatly  Dissa- 
tisfys  and  Dispirits  my  Company,  who  always  have  been  forward  in 
Defence  of  their  Country. 

I  beg  Council  would  take  it  under  Consideration,  and  direct  pro- 
per means  that  it  may  be  Ratified. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  friend  & 

•  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  NEILSON,  Capt 

To  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Directed, 

To  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Robert  GALBRAitH  to  Executivb  Council,  1778. 

To  his  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

May  it  please  yodr  Bxeellency,  the  situation  of  my  affiiirs  is  such, 
that  I  find  it  exceedingly  inconvenient  to  hold  the  offices  which  I 
bad  the  honour  of  being  appointed  to,  in  the  County  of  Bedford, 
any  longer,  having  removed  to  York  Town,  where  I  now  reside. 

I  therefore  ieg  leave  to  resign,  and  do  hereby  resign  the  offices 
of  Prothonotary,  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  Clerk  of  the  Orphan's  Court, 
Recorder  of  Deeds  and  Register  for  the  Probate  of  Wills,  &c*.,  as 
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also  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  which  I  hold  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Bedford,  and  praj  that  this  may  he  accepted  of  as  a  resignation. 

I  am  with  the  greatest 

respeot;  jour  Excellency's, 

and  the  Honoarahle  Councils 

most  ohedient  hamble  servant, 

EGBERT  GALBRAITH. 

Tork  Town;  November  4th,  1778. 


Ph.  Sohuylbr  to  President  of  Congress,  1778. 

Albany,  Nov.  2, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  jost  now  honored  with  yonr  obliging  favor  of  the  17  Ult.| 
for  which  I  retarn  you  many  thanks. 

The  inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  Letter  I  yesterday  received  from  Mr. 
Deane. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  &  esteem. 

Sir;  your  most  ob.  hb.  Serv*, 

PH.  SCHUYLER. 

Directed^ 
His  Exoell'  H.  Laurens,  Esq.,  Pros'  of  Congress. 


Brsolution  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  5  Nov,  1778. 
Besolved, 

That  the  three  companies  commanded  by  Cpt*  Clnggage,  Black, 
&  H'Donald,  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  Pensylvania 
be  reinlisted  &  compleated  to  their  full  complement  for  the  space  of 
one  year  from  the  15*^  day  of  December  next  unless  sooner  discharged 
by  Congress. 

That  every  non  commissioned  officer  &  private  enlisting  in  the  said 
companies  receive  aa  a  bounty  a  suit  of  cloaths  to  consist  of  the 
articles  usually  allowed  the  continental  troops,  &  that  it  be  stipulated 
with  the  said  non  commisrioned  officers  &  privates  so  enlisting  that 
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tbej  shall  not  be  removed  from  ibe  frontiers  of  the  said  State  on  any 
aooount  whatsoever,  except  on  expeditions  against  the  Indians. 

Extract  from  the  minntes, 

BELCHER  P.  SMITH,  for 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Marinb  Committbb  of  Congress  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Marine  Committee, 

Philad-  Novem'  7th,  1778, 
Gentlemen, 

The  Minister  of  France  having  applied  to  this  Committee  for  the 
nse  of  a  small  Vessel  to  precede  the  French  frigate  Chemere  down 
the  Bay  of  Delaware  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering;  and  as  it  is 
not  in  onr  power  to  furnish  a  suitable  Vessel,  we  request  the  fkvonr 
that  you  woud  order  the  State  Sloop  commanded  by  Captain  Wade,''^ 
to  go  on  thia  service  when  required,  of  which  we  ahall  give  him 
notice. 

We  shall  pay  any  expenoes  that  may  arise  during  the  time  we 
have  the  loan  of  the  Sloop,  and  shall  thankfully  acknowledge  the 
favour. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

Gent",  your  most  obed.  Berv% 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

S.  ADAMS. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable  the  Vice  President  &  Gounoil  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolution  op  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  7  Nov',  1778. 
The  oommittee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  David  Franks  to 

Moses  Franks,  &c.,  brought  in  a  report,  whereupon. 
Besolved, 

That  the  letter  of  David  Franks  of  the  18*  day  of  Oetober  last,  & 
the  proceediugs  of  Congress  thereon,  be  transmitted  to  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania,  &  that  he  be  no 
longer  considered  as  a  prisoner  of  the  United  States. 

Extract  from  the  minuteS) 

BEL'  P.  SMITH,  for 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
♦  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  619.  ^ 
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Col.  Lkwis  NicotA  to  V.  P.  Bkyan,  1778. 

Not'  7th,  1778. 

S', 

I  mm  informed  by  Col.  Bradford  that  the  time  for  which  the  7th 
daas  of  Militia  was  called  out  expires  next  Saturday;  I  reouest  you 
will  apply  to  the  Hon.  Council  for  an  order  to  call  out  anotner  class 
that  it  may  be  ready  to  do  duty  by  that  time. 

I  am  S'y  your 

most  obed^  Serv^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 


GOUHCIL  TO  ASSSMBLT,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  9, 1778.* 
Gentlemen, 
We  take  this  early  opportunity  of  congratulating  you  on  the  pros- 

Cot  of  the  approaching  abandon  of  the  City  of  New  York,  &  per- 
ps,  (he  Territory  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Land  Tories,  of  a 
ornel  Enemy,  desponding  of  success  in  their  mighty  attempt  to  enslave 
us.  Highly  favoured  by  the  great  disposer  of  human  affairs,  the 
Americans  have,  after  a  struggle  comparatively  short,  established 
their  Liberty  &  independence.  The  Swiss  &  Low  Dutch  long  en- 
dured the  evils  of  War,  &  had  much  severer  conflicts  with  their 
oppressors.  But  no  people  in  any  case  ever  had  dearer  reason  to 
ascribe  all  their  salvation  to  God  alone  than  we  have;  not  to  our 
own  efforts,  for  we  were  feeble  and  unskilled ;  not  to  our  riches  or 
levenues,  for  we  were  poor  and  unprovided ;  not  to  early  &  great  aid 
from  abroad,  for  the  Enemy  was  exhausted  in  their  resources ;  one 
great  army  reduced  to  surrender,  &  the  other  ready  to  retire,  before 
any  ally  appeared.  It  is  solely  to  the  interposition  of  the  most  high, 
who  disposeth  of  the  Kingdoms  of  this  world  as  he  pleaseth,  that  all 
oar  success  must  be  ascribed.  May  all  the  victory  and  all  the  honor 
thereof,  be  thankfully  given  to  him  by  the  Beneficiaries  of  his 
goodness. 

Among  the  various  Benefits  arising  from  this  decline  of  the 
Enemys  strength,  the  states  lately  invaded,  and  thb  state  in  particu- 
lar, will  be  immediately  relieved,  as  to  the  march  of  their  militia,  so 
distressing  to  husbandry  &  manufactures ;  for  the  chastisement  of 
the  perfidious  savages  will  now  be  the  easy  and  proper  employ  of  the 
fixleral  Troops. 

«  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  S,l.,  p.  618. 
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With  this  Message  you  have  three  Acts  of  Congress.  The  first  of 
the  2d  of  October  fast,  reoommends  a  eontinuation  of  the  Embargo 
on  provisions  layed  by  the  late  Assembly,  with  the  grant  of  powers 
of  a  summary  and  extraordinary  nature  for  seising  for  the  supply  of 
the  French  army  &  the  French  fleet.  Grain  &  flour  forestidled,  & 
pointing  out  some  additional  cautions  proper  to  prevent  frauds  in 
supplying  the  Eastern  states,  recommended  by  a  former  aol  of  the 
5th  of  Sept.  last,  among  the  papers  of  y  house. 

On  this,  Council  would  observe,  that  a  proloogaUon  of  the  Embargo, 
which  expires  on  the  25th  Instant,  would  probably  attain  the  ends 
proposed  by  the  authorities  asked;  authorities  of  so  high  a  nature, 
that  if  constitutioDal,  the  present  situation  of  affairs  will  not  warrant. 
The  supply  of  the  Eastern  states  &  of  the  sea  &  Land  foroes  there 
ought,  we  suppose,  to  be  gotten  from  the  Bay  of  Chesapeak.  Ex- 
hauifted  as  we  are,  the  main  federal  Army  eannot  depend  on  the 
Middle  States  for  its  sustenance.  The  late  Assembly,  therefore, 
made  no  relaxation  in  favor  of  New  Ensland.  On  the  contrary, 
perhaps,  it  may  be  expedient  to  prohibit  the  distilling  of  all  sorts  of 
Corn  for  six  months,  to  prevent  inconvenience. 

On  Enquiry  it  does  not  appear  that  the  2d  Act  of  Congress,  which 
is  of  the  5th  of  October  last,  concerning  bills  of  Credit  emitted  under 
the  Crown,  of  B.  has  any  reference  to  this  state.  Yet,  as  it  brings  the 
old  paper  money  into  view,  occasion  is  given  to  say  that  it  deserves 
consideration,  whether  the  Act  of  the  late  Assembly  stopping  the 
circulation  of  those  bills,  tho'  highly  necessary  to  prevent  the  de- 
praving of  the  Congress  bills,  &  to  hinder  the  progress  of  fraud,  was 
sufficiently  published  to  justify  the  taking  advantage  of  the  omission 
of  the  possessors  in  not  bringing^  them  in  to  the  Treasurer  at  or  be- 
fore the  day  prefixed ;  especially  as  only  £22,000  of  them  have  been 
brought  in. 

The  3d  Act  of  this  honourable  Body  earnestly  recommends  to  you 
the  suppression  of  Theatrical  Entertainments,  horse-raoing,  gaming, 
&  other  diversions,  which  are  commonly  productive  of  Idleness,  dis- 
sipation &  a  general  depravity  of  principles  &  manners.  In  this 
view  the  late  Assembly  published  a  bill  for  consideration.  Without 
doubt  you  wiH  make  suitable  regulations  on  this  important  subject. 

After  referring  to  our  Message  to  the  late  Assembly,  dated  the 
7th  day  of  August  last,  for  divers  matters,  which  need  not  be  re- 
peated now,  wo  take  the  Liberty  of  recollecting  to  your  honourable 
House  the  necessity  of  providing  a  Tribunal  of  Appeals  from  the 
Courts  of  Law,  mentioned  last  spring  to  the  late  Assembly.  Per- 
haps  nothing  under  the  late  Government  was  a  more  express  badce 
of  Slavery,  than  the  necessity  which  the  good  people  of  this,  &  the 
other  confederate  States  were  under  to  cross  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  & 
seek  for  precarious  justice  at  a  vast  expenoe  in  Europe.  But  the 
Court  of  the  King,  in  Council,  being  now  dissolved,  a  new  Juris- 
diction to  decide  in  complaints  of  Error  in  judgment  at  Common 
Lawj  is  indispensible.    Without  it,  our  system  of  jurisprudenoe  is 
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defeetive,  &  right  oannot  be  obtained.  The  saioe  Judges  might  also 
revise  decrees  nofc  in  priie  causes  in  the  Admiralty.  Some  persons 
have  proposed  to  establish  these  authorities  in  our  Board ;  but  as  it 
would  mix  the  Judicial  with  the  political  executive,  &  contradict  the 
Spirit  of  the  Gonstitutbny  &  the  best  authorities  on  government,  we 
wish  it  may  be  avoided,  observing  to  you  that  the  members  of 
Council,  ought  not  to  be  supposed  competent  to  discussions  merely 
legal,  &  that  the  stream  of  Justice  ought  to  be  kept  clear  &  steady, 
tho'  it  cost  some  public  money.  As  the  business  of  this  nature 
will  probably  be  small,  the  appointments  may  be  proportionable. 
We  have  been  lately  informed,  that  the  Auditors  of  Accounts,  ap- 
pointed by  an  Act  of  the  last  sitting  of  Assembly,  decline  acting, 
it  is  therefore  proper  that  you  name  others. 

The  late  Assembly  was  furnished  with  heads  of  a  bill  for  mana- 
miting  infant  negroes,  born  of  Slaves,  by  which  the  gradual  aboli- 
tion of  Servitude  for  life  would  be  obtained,  in  an  easy  mode.  It  is 
not  proposed  that  the  present  Slaves,  most  of  whom  are  scarcely 
competent  of  freedom  should  be  meddled  with,  but  all  importation 
must  be  forbid  if  the  Idea  be  adopted.  This  or  some  better  scheme 
would  tend  to  abrogate  Slavery,  the  opprobrium  of  America,  from 
among  us,  and  no  period  seems  more  happy  for  the  attempt  than  the 
present,  as  the  number  of  such  unhappy  characters,  ever  few  in 
Pennsylvania,  has  heen  much  reduced  by  the  practices  &  plunder  of 
our  late  invaders*  In  divesting  the  State  of  Slaves  you  will  equally 
serve  the  cause  of  humanity  &  policy,  &  offer  to  Ood  one  of  the  most 
proper  &  best  returns  of  Gratitude  for  his  great  deliverance  of  us  & 
our  posterity  from  Thraldom.  You  will  also  sot  y  character  for 
Justice  &  Benevolence  in  a  true  point  of  view  to  all  Europe,  who 
are  astonished  to  see  a  people  eager  for  Liberty  holding  Negroes  in 
Bondage. 

We  feel  ourselves  under  some  constraint  to  say,  that  the  present 
mode  of  Isuing  marriage  Licences  is  very  liable  to  abuse,  &  as  the 
Laws  on  that  subject  now  Stand,  especially  as  they  were  interpreted 
not  long  since  in  a  Court  of  justice,  all  the  cautions  on  them  are  be- 
come nugatory.  The  peace  of  families,  &  the  public  good  are  so 
nearly  connected  with  the  matrimonial  contracts  of  minors,  that  we 
doubt  not  of  your  interposition.  Novel  or  Severe  restraints  on  wed- 
lock in  a  State  circumstanced  as  ours  are  not  wished  for,  but  pru- 
dential precautions  seem  necessary. 

It  b  greatly  to  be  desired,  that  the  differences  between  Connec- 
ticut &  this  State  on  the  one  hand,  &  between  Virginia  &  us  on  the 
other  side,  could  be  brought  to  a  settlement.  New  inconveniences  & 
difficulties  arise  upon  delay.  No  answer  from  Williamburgh  is  yet 
come  to  the  proposal  made  in  June,  1777,  to  refer  the  varianee,  with 
the  latter,  to  Congress.  In  the  mean  time,  a  Letter  herewith  sent 
in  from  John  Campbell,  Esquire,  an  agent  of  Virginia,  at  Pittsburg, 
dated  the  I6th  of  October  past,  will  shew  you  that  the  Settlers  in 
Westmoreland  are  distracted,  &  the  common  cause  injured  by  this 
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jangling,  tbo'  we  are  for  from  thinking  that  faots  are  fairly  stated  hj 
the  writer.  Council  have  desired  Col.  Loohrie  to  furnish  information 
on  this  head. 

Supposing  that  the  Committee  of  Accounts  appointed  by  the  late 
House  of  Representatives,  have  layed  their  adjustments  &  Transao- 
tions  before  you,  it  is  the  less  necessary  for  us  to  be  particular  on 
that  subject  If  you  find  the  Issues  of  money  for  recruiting  the 
Battalions  of  this  State  in  the  federal  Army,  large,  we  have  the  satis- 
faction to  tell  you  that  the  Quota  of  this  State  of  Soldiers  enlisted 
for  the  War  (and  we  have  none  other,)  is  kept  up  as  well  as  by  any 
of  the  States  in  union.  But  this  service,  the  redemption  of  the  old 
paper  money,  &  various  expenditures  peculiar  to  a  time  of  war,  have 
drained  the  Treasury.  This  obliges  us  to  drop  further  enlistments^ 
to"  discontinue  the  manufactory  of  Arms,  &  other  businesses  which 
do  not  now  press  on  us  as  heretofore.  A  renewal  of  the  defenses  of 
the  Delaware  seemed  indispensible,  and  therefore  some  heavy  can> 
non  have  been  mounted  at  Billings-port,  &  a  Small  Battery  is  finish- 
ing  at  Mud-Island.  These,  with  3  of  the  Gallies,  were  judged  to  be 
sufficient  to  guard  the  Chevaux  de  frise  and  to  repell  any  insult 
which  may  be  offered  bv  a  few  frigates.  To  baffle  attempts  of  tho 
Enemy,  on  a  larger  scale,  our  means  were  unequal.  Letters  have 
juiBt  been  sent  to  the  Lieu^  of  the  Counties,  directing  them  to  remit 
to  the  State  Treasurer  all  Militia  fines  within  their  Beach  without 
delay.  It  is^  8upp<^ed  that  considerable  Sums  remain  with  some 
of  these  Gentlemen. 

The  Tax  of  five  Shillings  in  the  pound  ordered  by  Act  of  the  kte 
Assembly  has  been  layed  &  partly  collected  in  most  of  the  Counties. 
Westmoreland,  Bedford  &  Northumberland  have  been,  perhaps,  too 
much  disturbed  by  the  distress  of  the  War  to  admit  the  levying  of 
money.  Philadelphia  has  just  attained  sufficient  order  to  begin  the 
assessment.  Some  of  the  Counties  have  assessed  their  Quotas  of  the 
Tax  of  620^000  Dollars  for  the  Continental  Service.  The  Treasurer 
will  be  able  to  f\imish  the  actual  payments  on  these  branches  of 
revenue.  After  these  Taxes  shall  be  oompleated,  there  will  remain 
no  provision  for  any  further  general  Levies  of  money,  altho'  tho 
common  defence  has  obliged  Congress  to  issue  very  great  sums  in 
bills  of  Credit,  creating  a  debt  on  the  United  States  which  we  are 
bound  jointly  with  them  to  extinguish.  Honour,  interest  &  duty 
urge  us  to  perform  our  Share.  All  Schemes  to  restrain  or  cure  the 
depreciation  of  the  paper-money,  without  strenuous  efforts  in  this 
way,  will  be  found  vain.  We  theref<n«  recommend  to  you  to  estab- 
lish an  equal  &  practicable  Law  for  Taxing  your  Constituents  for 
this  use. 

Some  money,  you  will  find,  has  come  into  the  Treasury  for  the 
forfeited  goods  &  chatties  of  persons  who  have  joined  the  Enemy. 
We  have  called  on  &  shall  again  press  the  Agents  to  finish  the  sales 
ft  send  in  the  produce  of  them.    As  no  appropriation  of  these  Bs- 
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tales  hfta  been  tnede^  it  remaina  for  the  Legislataro  to  diieet  oon- 
eeroiDg  then. 

Olher  matten  proper  to  be  lajed  before  jou  shall  in  dae  time  be 
oommaoioated.  At  present  we  conolude  with  observing,  that  the 
Liw  passed  last  Janaarj  for  the  regalation  of  Waggons,  Carriages, 
ft  paok-horses  for  the  pablio  service^  is  to  expire  with  tho  present 
Sitting  of  Assemblj. 


President  op  CoNanEss  to  Vice-President  Brtan,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  9**  Novem.^  1778. 
SIti 

Ineloied  with  thia  I  haw  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  an  Act 
of  Congress  of  the  7th  Inst  for  lajing  before  the  Sapreme  Execo- 
tire  C^oil  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlvaaia  a  Letter  of  David  Franks, 
the  I8ih  Oetober  last,  and  the  minutes  of  the  prooeedinga  of  Con* 
gnas  thereon,  together  with  the  said  Letter  ft  Minates.* 

I  have  the  honoe  to  be,  Sir, 

Yonr  obedient  &  Most  hnmble  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


(Copy.)  Col.  Hartley  to  Executivb  Council,  1778. 

Snnbnry,  Nor  9, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  enemy  within  these  ten  days  have  oome  down  in  force  and 
invested  Wyoming. 

They  have  bnmtand  destroyed  all  the  settlements  on  the  North 
Bast  Branch,  as  far  as  Nesoopeck. 

Fort  Jenkins,  where  we  have  a  small  garrisonj  has  supported  it- 
self for  the  present. 

Abont  70  Indians  were  seen  abont  22  miles  from  here  yesterday 
evening,  advancing  towards  the  forks  of  Chillisqnaqne,  they  took 
some  prisoners  yesterday. 

With  the  small  force  we  have  we  are  endeavoring  to  make  a  stand. 

It  may  be  too  late  to  depend  only  upon  the  Militia  from  below, 

*  Not  found. 

4* 
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they  Bfaonld  be  sent  sooner — they  eannot  arrive  in  Ume  to  strengthen 
onr  garrison,  bat  msy  come  to  relieve  as.  Had  one  or  two  regiments 
been  sent  on  to  Wyoming,  as  I  reqaested,  these  calamities  wonld 
now  probably  not  have  hsppened. 

Wyoming,  I  make  no  doubt^  will  make  a  good  defenoci  bat  the 
Garrison  is  rather  too  small. 

Should  the  enemy  take  that  post,  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and 
Jersey,  will  then  too  late  think  of  its  importance. 

I  am  drawing  some  little  foroe  together,  and  to-morrow  will  endea* 
vour  to  attack  those  Indians  on  Chillisquaquei  if  thev  keep  in  a 
body  and  make  a  movement  towards  Fishing  creek,  which  will  pro- 
bably be  of  use  to  the  people  of  Wyoming.  If  Wyoming  falls,  the 
Barbarians  will  undoubtedly  approach  these  towns. 

We  are  preparing  to  receive  them,  and  tho  onr  number  is  small, 
yet  we  shall  endeavour  to  make  them  pay  for  the  ground  they  gain. 

I  intended  to  have  gone  to  Philadelphia  before  thia,  but  am  now 
determined  to  stay  'til  the  danger  is  over. 

It  would  be  well  to  put  the  rest  of  the  firontiers  on  their  gaard, 
and  have  a  certain  number  of  classes  of  Militia  ready  to  move 
where  emergencies  may  require,  besides  the  classes  yoo  may  order 
here,  as  the  enemy  are  certainly  namerous,  and  it  is  not  yet  known 
how  far  they  will  extend  their  devastation. 

I  am  with  great  respeet, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Serv^, 

THOS.  HARTLEY. 

The  Honourable  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  are  much  in  want  of  flour. 

T.  H. 

It  is  thought  necessary  by  the  people  to  request  your  Honorable 
board  to  order  two  classes  from  lAtnoaster,  Cumberland  and  Berks, 
to  march  to  the  frontiers.  Should  we  repulse  the  enemy  before,  I 
shall  give  notice  to  halt  the  Militia  on  weir  march.  The  Savages 
will  be  intent  on  plunder — ^the  Militia  may  assist  to  retake  the  pro- 
perty  of  the  poor  inhabitants. 

T.  HARTLEY.* 

(Copy— T.  Matlack,  Sec'y.) 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  621. 
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Council  to  Mons.  Gjsrabd,  1778. 

In  Coancil, 

Philadelphia,  November  9, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  yonr  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  23d  of 
October.  Your  indispoaition,  at  that  time,  rendered  it  improper  to 
forward  to  you  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Straker  and  others,  tending  to 
aheWi  that  he  had  not  by  any  means  enticed  away  the  negro  man  in 
question,  and  that  he  was  altogether  nninformed  where  the  said 
negro  was  concealed.  The  discburge  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  grant  to  Mr.  Straker,  renders  it  unnecessary  now  to  trouble  you 
with  those  depositions. 

In  Pennsylvania  the  liberty  of  a  citizen  is  considered  as  a  first 
object  of  Oovernment,  and  I  have  the  honour,  in  the  most  respecb- 
fiil  terms,  to  present  you  the  thanks  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Oonneil  of  tli»  State,  for  your  attention  to  th^  application  in  behalf 
of  Mr.  Straker,  as  a  citiien  of  the  State.  Mutuai  interest  may  in* 
dnce  tceaties  of  amity  and  commerce  between  nstions,  but  it  is  po- 
liteness by  which  the  French  nation  is  so  diatinguiahed,  and  attention 
to  the  interest  of  each  other  which  produce  that  esteem  and  cordial 
affection,  so  essentially  necessary  to  render  those  treaties  beneficial 
and  lasting. 

It  is  wiu  great  pleasure  that  I  congratulate  yon  on  the  return  of 
that  portion  of  health  which  has  enabled  you  to  give  attention  to 
business,  and  I  most  sincerely  wish  for  a  perfect  reoovery  and  esta- 
blishment of  it. 

I  am^  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  honors  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

G.  B.,  V.  P. 

The  Honorable  the  Sienr  Gerard, 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 


BSSOLUTION  OF  CONGEBSS,  1778. 

In  Congress, 

10th  Novemb',  1778. 

Whereas,  it  hath  become  necessary  not  only  that  speedy  and  vi- 
gorous measures  should  be  taken  to  regulate  the  Commissary's  and 
Quarter  Master^s  departments,  but  am  that  a  constant  attention 
should  be  paid  to  those  departments, 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  Bcudder,  Mr.  G.  Moiris,  and  Mr.  Whipple, 
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be  a  oommittee  to  Saperinteod  the  same  departments,  and  that  thej 
or  any  two  of  them,  be  empowered  to  take  such  steps  relating  to 
the  same  as  they  shall  think  most  for  the  pablic  service. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y, 


COHM*BB  OF  OOKaBSSS  TO  SuP.  EXEOUTIVB  COUKCIL,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  llth  November,  1778« 
Sir, 

The  great  k  increasing  difficulties  in  the  Qaarter  Mirter  ft  Com* 
nissary  General  Departments^  have  induced  Obsgress  to  adopt  the 
Resolution,  of  which  we  have  the  Honor  to  eaclose  you  a  Copy.-— 
Among  the  measures  immediately  necessary  for  placing  these  matteni 
on  a  proper  Foundation,  is,  the  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  proper 
Besourees  of  these  States^  The  articles  of  consumption  which  we 
ivould  most  particularly  be  infonn'd  of  are  Elour,  Wheat,  Rye,  Bar- 
ley, Oats,  Com  &  Rice,  Beef,  Pork,  working  Oxen  &  Horses,  Cyder  k^ 
Vinegar.  The  IgncMrance  &  the  Interest  of  mankind  oppeae  so 
strongly  our  msh^  in  this  Respect,  that  after  every  B£fbrt  A  every 
prudent  precaution,  our  information  will  be  of  far  less  importance 
than  could  be  wished.  It  b  however  our  Duty  to  aim  at  it,  4  we 
have  no  Reason  to  doubt  your  Exoeliencys  concurrence  in  the  steps 
necessary  to  attain  what  we  have  in  view.  Especially  when  it  is 
considered,  how  readily  your  own  good  sense  will  dictate  the  imprac- 
ticability of  continuing  the  War,  at  least  of  continuing  it  to  advan- 
tage, while  we  remain  supremely  ignorant  of  the  Supplies  our  C!oun- 
try  is  capable  of  affording^  We  have  to  entreat  that  your  Excel- 
lency, from  your  knowledge  of  the  productions  of  the  several  parts 
of  your  State,  would  appoint  some  proper  Persons,  in  whose  Industry 
&  Secrecy  you  can  confide,  to  make  proper  lists  through  the  districts 
you  shall  severally  allot  to  them,  of  the  quantity  &  number  of  such 
of  the  Articles  above  named,  as  are  produced  in  it,  which  may  pro- 
bably be  over  &  above  the  necessary  consumption  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants, &  also  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  quantity,  &c.,  which  they 
consume  over  &  above  their  own  Production,  or  of  what  they  do  not 
produee.  We  hope  that  these  lists  may  be  transmitted  to  us  with 
all  convenient  speed,  to  the  End  that  proper  arrangementB  may  be 
made  for  the  Ensueing  Campaign.  Upon  transmitting  an  Account 
of  the  Expences  which  may  acme  in  this  Business,  they  shall  imme- 
diately be  paid.  You  will  perceive.  Sir,  that  evwy  precaution  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  this  Object  from  transpiring,  lest  as  on  many 
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iBRBer  offstsions,  ibe  demoted  adhemils  of  Luore  should  anke  again 
of  the  Pahlic  DittrtsBea. 

We  are,  respectfully, 

Your  Bxoellencjd  most  Obed' 

&  Humble  Servants, 

NATH'L  SCUDDER, 

GOUV'.  MORRIS, 

WM.  WHIPPLE. 

Hon'ble  Presideot  of  the  Supreme 

Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Comm'sb  of  Cokqress  to  Sup.  Exscutiyb  Oouncil,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  11th  November,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  dangerous  praetiees  of  Engrossers  have  increased  so  rapidly 
with  tli»  PahKo  Distcessesi  &  have  so  aocumulated  then,  that  erery 
Frieikd  to  this  Oountry,  or  even  to  Humanity,  cannot  but  wish  to 
Bee  seme  remedy  to  an  Evil  which  threatens  the  Existence,  not  only 
of  the  several  States,  but  of  the  poorer  part  of  the  Individuals 
which  compose  them.  We  are  fully  sensible  that  this  Disease  shoold 
be  touched  with  a  oaotioos  &  with  a  delicate  Hand,  but  at  the  same 
time  we  confide  in  the  wisdom  of  your  Ijcgislatare  for  this  Delicacy 
&  Caution.  We  do  not  pretend  to  mark  out  the  means  which  they 
should  adopt,  but  the  Confidence  reposed  in  us  by  Congress  demands 
that  we  should  at  least  hint  what  in  our  Idea  may  induce  to  this  va^ 
luable  purpose.  The  Articles  necessary  for  the  Consumption  of  the 
Army  are  easily  designated,  and  we  trust  there  will  not  be  much  dif*> 
ficulty  in  distingoiahiBg  between  the  Dealer  in  or  Maanfacturer  of 
those  Articles,  £  the  ^grosser,  or  as  he  would  call  himself  the  Spe* 
eulator.  These  two  Objects  being  aocomplished,  it  surely  cannot  be 
deemed  ineoosiBtant  eithcor  with  Policy  or  Justice,  that  he  should  be 
obliged  to  part  with  them  to  the  Public.  The  Process  necessary  for 
this  Purpose,  must  df|»end  on  the  civil  Institutions  which  may  have 
been  respeetive^y  adopted,  bat  it  should  be  as  short  &  as  simple  atf 
is  oonsistant  with  the  Constitution  of  the  States.  One  thing  more 
is  necessary  to  oompleat  the  System,  namely,  the  price.  If  this  is 
snch  as  to  leave  the  Speculator  his  profit,  nothing  more  is  operated 
by  the  Law  than  merely  to  sanctify  his  unrighteous  Qains.  If  the 
Price  be  fixed  by  Law,  the  Efforts  now  making  to  render  onr  money 
▼alnable,  (and  which  we  doubt  not  your  Legislature  will  assist  by 
heavy  Tszes)  will  only  tend  to  tealtae  what  he  .hath  already  aooumn- 
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kted.  Perhaps  a  pow«r  lodged  somewhere  to  fix  the  Market  price 
moDthlj,  hj  the  name  of  assize,  and  a  Deduction  from  it  of  about 
Twenty  ^  Cent  on  Commodities,  in  the  hands  of  Engrossers,  would 
be  most  effectual.  This  However,  &  every  thing  else  we  have  men- 
tioned, is  submitted  to  your  wiser  Consideration. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Ob^  &  Humble  Servants, 

NATH'L  SCUDDER, 

GOUV.  MORRIS, 

WM.  WHIPPLE. 

Hon'ble  President  of  the  Supreme 

Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


i 
I 


Council  to  Col.  Hartlxt,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  November  14, 1778. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  to  the  Hon'ble  Vice  President,  of  the  9th  Instant,* 
having  been  read  in  Council,  was  handed  into  the  h'nble  House  of 
General  Assembly  now  sitting,  and  immediately  afterward  laid  be- 
fore Congress.  The  resolutions  of  the  last  mentioned  body  you  have 
enclosed,  together  mth  an  extract  of  a  letter  relating  to  the  move- 
ments, and  designs  of  His  Excellency  Qea^  Washington,  on  the  river 
Susquehanna  and  its  waters.  About  the  24th  of  last  month  His 
Excellency  ordered  one  Regiment  to  march  to  the  Minisinks,  which 
will  probably  afford  you  as  early  assistance  as  can  possibly  be  ob- 
taineid  in  any  way  now  practioablo ;  and,  no  doubt  His  Excellency 
will  order  a  further  relief  on  receiving  the  resolves  of  Congress  of 
this  day,  which  are  sent  off  by  Express  to  him.  This  may  the  more 
fully  to  be  expected,  as  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  two  divisions  of 
the  enemy's  army  have  left  New  York,  and  therefore  detachments 
may  be  nfely  made  from  our  army. 

The  Council  of  this  State  have  repeatedly  and  earnestly  pressed 
Congress  to  take  vigorous  and  decisive  measures  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers  of  this  State,  against  the  invasicm  which  was  clearly 
foreseen  and  pointed  out.  It  is  in  consequence  of  this  that  the 
battalion  above  mentioned  has  been  ordered  forward.  Had  an  expe- 
dition to  Chemune  been  undertaken  by  an  enterprizing  officer,  with 
a  proper  force  under  his  command,  the  effects  would,  probably,  have 
been  decisive  in  our  favour.  But  we  ought  to  suppose  the  determi- 
nation of  His  Excellency  to  have  been  founded  on  good  and  suffi- 

*  See  page  81. 
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ffloiit  TCMonSi  and  that  there  wefe  difficulties  in  the  way  of  this  at- 
tempt unknown  to  ns.     Your  attempt  that  way  does  yon  honor. 

Upon  mature  consideration  the  Council  have  no  hope  of  any  time- 
ly aasistanoe  to  you  from  the  Militia,  and  therefore  have  pressed  the 
more  earnestly  for  aid  from  the  Federal  troops,  which  may  join  yoa 
earlier  than  it  is  possible  for  the  Militia  to  do. 

I  ought  to  add  that,  it  is  said.  Gen'  Pulaski's  troop  is  ordered 
into  Northampton  county,  but  of  this  I  have  no  authentic  informa- 
tion. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  am,  Sir,  your  very  hm  ble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 
Col*  Hartley. 


Bbsolution  of  GoKaRsss,  1778. 

In  Congress,  Nov'  14, 1778. 

A  letter  of  9th.  from  Col.  Hartley,  at  Sunburr,  to  the  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  the  same  date  to  the  Board  of  War,  were 
laid  before  Congress  and  read ;  whereupon,  Ordered,  That  a  Copy  of 
the  letter  to  the  Board  of  War  be  sent  to  Gen'  Washington,  and  that 
he  be  directed  to  take  such  measures  relative  to  the  subject  matter 
thereof  as  he  may  jud»)  necessary. 

That  the  Board  of  War  give  orders  to  the  proper  Officers  for  fur- 
nishing the  troops  in  the  posts  on  the  Western  frontiers,  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Hartley,  with  provisions  and  other  necessary  sup- 
plies. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

OHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Col.  Hartlst  to  Exbo.  Council,  1778. 

Fort  Jenkins,  near  Nescopack,  Novem'  14, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Intelligenoe  I  mentioned  in  my  last  seems  nearly  confirmed. 

The  Enemy  are  in  Force  between  here  and  Wyoming.  They 
seem  venry  intent,  on  plunder  by  their  desolations  near  this  place; 
they  expected  the  Fronteers  to  give  way;  but  the  good  countenance 
of  Uiis  Garrison  has  saved  all  below. 

I  am  now  advaneing  towaidi  Wyoming,  I  am  weak,  but  I  hope 
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for  mcoeflB ;  I  have  no  enemj  in  rear  and  aa  I  oommand  tbe  water^  I 
am  in  expectation  we  ahall  be  able  to  relieve  Wyoming. 

In  caae  tiie  Militia  will  be  not  paid  by  the  United  States^  I  wonld 
not  wish  jon  to  send  more  than  a  Class  from  Cumberland  and  aa 
many  from  Laneaster. 

I  am  Gentlemen,  with 

great  Bespeot  your 

most  obed^  humb.  Ser?^. 

THOa  HABTLEY. 

DirecUd. 
To  the  Bonotable  Ezeoutive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


GOMMITTBB  OF  CONGRESS  TO  SuP.  EXBO.  GOUKCIL,  1778. 

Philadelphia!  14th  November,  1778. 
Sir, 

Permit  us  to  call  your  attention  for  a  moment^  to  the  detection  & 
puDishment  of  a  Crime  against  the  Public.  Persons  in  office  under 
the  Continent  have,  as  we  are  informed,  used  the  Monies  entrusted 
to  them,  in  the  Engrossing  of  articles  upon  the  Public.  This  seething 
of  the  Kid  in  its  Mothers  milk,  calb  for  the  most  exemplary  punish- 
ment. We  pray  that  you  will  urge  the  Legislature  of  your  State, 
to  pass  Laws  for  the  ProsecuUon  &  Punishment  of  Offenders  of  thia 
Kind  in  future,  &  that  in  the  Interim,  vour  Excellency  will  cause 
any  who  may  in  your  State  be  guilty  of  tne  like  crimes,  to  be  secured 
for  Trial  in  safe  &  Close  Custody. 

We  are  respectfully 

Tour  Excellency's  most 

obed^  Humble  Servants, 

NATH'L  8CUDDER. 

GOUV'.  MORRIS, 

W-  WHIPPLE. 

Dir^cUdj 

Hon'ble  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 
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Pbks.  or  CoHGBKSs  TO  V.  p.  Brtak,  1778. 

Philadelphia^  16^  Novemberi  1778. 
Honorable  Sir, 

Within  the  present  inolosure  will  be  fonnd  two  oopiee  of  the 
nnderaentiooed  Acts  of  Congress,  vis. 

An  Act  of  the  26th  August  1776  for  establishing  a  proykioo  fer 
Soldiers  and  Seamen  maimed  or  disabled  in  the  Serriee  of  the  United 
States,  to  which  is  .subjoined  a  supplementary  act  of  the  25th  Sep- 
tember, 1778,  for  the  benefit  of  maimed  and  disabled  Volunteers  in 
the  service  of  the  Statesj,  antecedent  to  the  data  of  the  first  above- 
mentioned  act 

An  Aet  of  the  26th  September  for  organising  the  publie  Treasurji 
and  for  providing  an  House  for  the  several  offices  of  Treasury. 

And  Also  an  Act  of  this  date  now  the  17th  for  setting  apart 
Wednesday  the  30th  December  next  to  be  observed  throughout  these 
States  as  a  day  of  general  Thanksgiving.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  Respect, 

Sir,  your  obedient'& 

most  humble  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 

P.  S.  Ton  will  also  receive  with  this  three  conies  of  the  Treaty 
of  Alliance,  &  three  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  the  King 
of  France  &  the  United  States  of  Amerioa,  for  the  information  &  use 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  ^ 

JHreeiedf 

The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  Penn- 
^Ivania. 


(Copy)  Okn.  WAflHnraroN  to  Board  ot  War,  1778. 

Head  Quarters,  Eredicksb'g,  Nor  ISth,  1778. 
Sir, 

''The  Troops  of  the  Convention  have  advanced  considerably 
''  towards  the  North  River.  They  will  be  guarded  to  that  place  by 
**  the  Militia  of  Connecticut,  and  from  thence  to  Delaware  by  an 
''  Escort  of  Continental  Troops,  as  I  cannot  with  any  degree  of  con- 
''  venienoe  send  the  Continental  Troops  beyond  Delaware,  I  am  under 

•  See  proolamation  of  Council,  CoL  Bee.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  627. 
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''  the  neoeanfcy  of  desiring  the  Board  to  make  a  reqiusition  to  the 
''  Executive  Oonncil  of  Penasjlvaaia.  to  give  orden  to  the  Goanty 
''  Lieutenants  af  Northampton,  Berks,  Lancaster  and  York,  to  hold 
"  four  or  five  Hundred  of  the  Militia  of  each  of  those  Counties  read j 
''  against  they  shall  be  called  upon  by  Colonel  Bland  of  the  1st 
"  lUgiment  of  DragoonSi  who  is  appointed  by  me  to  superintend  the 
^^  march  of  the  Tboc^m  the  whole  way — ^The  Militia  of  each  County 
**  to  march  to  the  extent  of  their  own  Bounds,  which  will  make  the 
<^dnty  very  light.  Be  pleased  likewise  to  desire  that  the  Waggon 
<'  Masters  of  each  of  the  ah»ve  OoiuitieB>  may  be  ordered  to  asrist  the 
'^  Quarter  Maaters  who  attend  the  Troops  with  Waggons  sufficient 
'^to  transport  the  Bageage;  I  could  wish  that  no  time  may  be  lost 
'« in  giving  the.  ordeta,  leal  there  should  be  some  unaecessaay  delay 
if  on  the  Road  at  this  advanced  Season,  The  Troons  have  hitherto 
<'.eome  on  in  very  good  onder  and  with  great  ezpeoition  and  I  hope 
*^  they  will  continue  so  to  do  thro'  the  whol#  maroh/'' 


War  Offioe,  Nor  26th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  of  transmittnig  yow  at  Extract  from  a  Letter 
which  owing  to  the  unfortunate  Delay  on  the  Road  I  have  but  just 
received  ^from  Hie  Exoelleocy  General  Washington.  I  fear  the 
Troops  will  be  detained  by  the  unavoidable  Delay  in  getting  out  the 
Militia  which  will  much  distress  us,  as  Provisions  are  laid  up  in  no 
great  quaatitiae,  at  any  Point  of  their  Route,  &  it  would  be  therefore 
extremely  inconvenient  for  them  to  halt  for  any  length  of  Time  at 
any  Place  on  their  way»  I  am  therefore  to  request  the  Hon.  Coun- 
cil  will  be  pleased  to  be  pointed  in  their  Orde^ato  the  Lieutenants 
of  Counties  k  Waggon  Masters  to  have  every  thing  in  Readiness^ 
that  no  Delay  may  occur  ia  the  Passage  of  the  Troops  thro'  this 
State. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect^ 

your  very  obed.  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

On  Behalf  of  the  Board.* 

Council  will  no  doubt  perceive  the  Necessity  of  collecting  first  the 
Militia  of  Northampton  k  Berks. 

Directed, 

On  Public  Service. 

Hon'ble  Qeorge  Bryan,  Esq.^  Yice  President  of  the  S.  S.  Council 
of  Pennsylvaa^ 

*  Bee  CoL  Keo ,  YoL  XL»  p.  667. 
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Appeal  oi?  Captaih  B.  Habbib  vrou  Coitbt  Mabtial. 

1778. 

To  His  Bxoelleney  The  President  of  the  Executive  Coanoil  of  the 
State  of  PeansylTania. 

The  appeal  of  Robert  Hardie,  late  commander  of  the  Barke  Oal* 
ley,  from  the  Judgment  of  a  Court  Martial  held  at  Bristol,  the  9^ 
of  December,  Ult**,  for  the  trial  of  Robert  Haxdie,  for  disobeying  the 
Commodore's  Orders : 

May  it  Please  your  Ezoelleney,  T  ^raa  ordered  with  three  more 
(tallies  to  lye  on  Guard  at  Burlington,  after  remaining  fire  or  six 
days  on  Constant  duty  with  the  Boats  at  Point  no  Point  during  the 
day,  &  returning  every  night.  The  Offioers  &  men  complained  that 
they  were  not  ReHeved  according  to  Custom,  nor  the  promise  they 
had  given  them  from  the  Commanding  Offioer;  I  acoordinffly  applied 
to  the  Commodore  to  know  when  we  were  to  be  relieved,,  he  told  me 
that  if  the  Oalleys  were  to  ly  these  six  months  they  should  not  be 
Relieved.  I  remonstrated  to  the  Commodore  that  his  treatment  was 
contrary  to  all  order  and  Regularity,  in  the  highest  degree  arbitrary 
&  oppressive,  k  that  without  a  Regular  Notice  of  Duty  through  the 
whole  fleet,  &  a  total  impartiality,  anarchy  and  confusion  would 
ensue.  That  I  thought  it  my  Dtity  to  myself  &  Crew  to  deviato 
from  such  unsound  &  unreasonable  orders,  &  that  I  would  immedi- 
diately  order  my  Galley  to  Bristol;  this  was  put  in  execution,  in 
consequence  of  which  I  was  arrested.  The  Court  sat  and  I  was 
Broke,  k  ordered  to  be  confined  as  a  Dangerous  man  to  the  Amerir 
can  States.  My  Trial  was  equally  unjust  and  cruel.  Instead  of 
being  according  to  our  Regulation  by  the  Galley's  officers,  The  taieu 
that  fought  wiUi  me,  guai^d  and  did  every  other  duty  with  me. 
The  Court  consisted  of  many  of  the  officers  of  the  fire  Vessels  & 
Guard  Boats,  men  that  never  had  been  on  the  like  business,  some 
not  of  Age,  particularly  the  Commodore's  son,  who  from  his  father's 
AoousaUon  had  no  right  to  a  seat  The  Judgment  shewed  the  In- 
capability of  the  Court,  for  without  any  Evidence,  or  other  grounds 
than  the  Visionary  Phantoms  of  their  Childish  Brains,  I  was  to  be 
oanfined  as  a  Dangerous  enemy  to  the  States }  my  constant  uniform 
Behaviour  from  the  beginning  of  this  contest,  gives  their  suspioiona 
the  Lye.  To  serve  my'Conntrey  Ihave  sacrificed  my  private  fortune 
sufficient  to  have  supported  me  with  ease  and  affluenee,  conmderable 
sums  are  Loan'd  in  the  State  funds,  to  sink  or  swim  by  the  Issue  of 
our  Arms,  k  myself  risqoing  my  person  equally  with  my  fellow 
sufferers  to  banish  Tyranny  and  Oppression  from  our  shores.  Under 
these  peculiar  circumstances,  to  have  my  Charaoter  thus  stigmatised 
afiter  leaving  my  Possessions  to  the  ravages  of  a  Cruel  k  revengefnll 
enemy  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  deprived  of  my  Pay  and  subsistence  so 
neoessny  for  me  under  all  these  trying  ciroumstanoeS|  together  which 
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is  wont  of  all  to  brand  me  with  the  Opprobrious  Epithet  '^  A  Dan- 
gerous Enemy  to  the  United  States/'  this  is  truly  Distressing,  b 
which  I  cannot  nor  will  bear.  I  acknowledge  I  was  too  Rash  & 
hasty  in  my  Proceedings,  But  at  the  same  time  sheweth  by  the  Tenor 
of  this  mv  Appeal|  that  the  Commodore's  Conduct  towards  me  is 
both  Rasn  &  unprecedented,  &  if  no  Failure  had  happened  on  his 
part,  I  trust  none  should  have  been  on  mine ;  I  have  applied  to  the 
Commodore  to  reinstate  me,  but  says  has  it  not  in  his  Power,  Desi- 
ring me  at  the  same  time  to  make  application  to  your  Excellency's 
favour  &  good  will ;  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  once  more  have  it  in  my 
power  to  shew  my  firm  and  steady  attachment  to  the  State  in  Par- 
ticulaT;  &  to  the  whole  United  States  of  America. 

I  am  Sir  your  Excellency's 

most  obed'  humble  Serv*, 

ROB*  HARDIE. 

Delivered  at  Lancaster  latter  end  last  Febr'y,  &  dated  Feb'y  14*^| 
1778,  of  which  thb  is  the  copy. 

Direcisdf 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq%  President  of  the  Executive  Council, 
Pennsylvania. 


Memorial ^op  Robert  Hardie,  1778. 

To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Tho  Memorial  of  Robert  Hardie,  late  Captain  of  the  armed  Boat 
BurkCi 

Most  humbly  sheweth : 

That  your  Memorialist  from  being  a  man  of  Fortune  and  Affluence 
is,  by  reason  of  his  Attachment  to  the  American  Cause,  considerably 
reduced  in  his  Circumstances  &  Estate. 

Tha(  before  the  Commencement  of  the  present  War,  he  was  under 
no  Necessity  to  labout  for  his  Support,  the  Income  of  his  Estate 
being  more  than  sufficient  for  that  purpose ;  But  nther  than  remain 
an  idle  spectator  when  his  Country  was  engaged  in  the  Support  of 
her  just  rights  and  Liberties  and  cdl'd  for  his  Assistance,  he  risqued 
his  whole  Fortune,  together  with  his  Life  in  her  defence.  That  sinoe 
his  entering  into  the  Service  he  hath  met  with  considerable  and  very 
heavy  Losses.  His  Houses  have  been  plundered  by  the  Enemy,  & 
his  landed  Estate  very  much  spoiled.  That  sometime  in  the  Month 
of  Decemb^  last  Your  Memorialist  was  dismissed  from  the  Service 
by  an  unjust  Sentence  of  a  Court  Martial,  from  which  Sentence  he 
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appealed  to  CoQncil,  which  Appeal  he  soon  afterwards  delivered  in 
to  Coaacil,  who  were  at  that  time  so  much  engaged  about  other 
Matters  that  he  eonld  not  obtain  a  Hearing.  That  on  the  9th  of 
March  last,  he  was  taken  by  the  Enemy  and  brought  into  this  City, 
where  he  was  confined  till  the  City  was  evacuated,  k  then  carried  to 
Long  Island  &  was  confined  there  for  the  space  of  12  weeks,  and 
was  then  released  upon  his  Parol  for  6  Months  otklj,  and  had 
Liberty  granted  him  to  come  to  this  City.  That  he  hath  a  Wife  and 
four  Children  to  maintain  &  provide  for  whose  whole  Dependence  is 
now  upon  your  memorialist  for  a  support,  and  he  being  a  Prisoner 
and  deprived  of  his  Commission,  &  his  Estate  being  also  at  the 
same  time  ruined,  has  it  not  in  his  Power  to  afford  them  any  relief. 
Wherefore  he  most  earnestly  in  treats  Council  to  take  his  case  into 
Consideration,  &  grant  him  a  hearing  upon  his  appeal,  to  use  their 
Influence  with  the  Commissary  of  Prisoners  here  to  procure  his 
Enlargement  by  Exchange  as  soon  as  possible ;  to  make  him  some 
Compensation  for  the  Losses  which  he  hath  sustained  and  which 
have  accrued  to  him  by  reason  of  his  attachment  to  the  Cause  in 
which  he  was  engaged ;  And  to  make  some  Provision  for  him  in 
future  so  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  support  and  maintun  his  help- 
less Family. 

And  your  Memorialist  shall  ever  pray,  &c, 

BOB'  HABDIE. 

Phflad*  18,  Nov  1778. 


Mrs.  Galloway  to  thb  Vicb  Presidbnt,  1778. 

Mrs.  Galloways  compliments  to  the  Yice  President,  and  begs  he 
wou'd  permit  her  to  cut  a  flat  Load  of  Oak,  &  a  flat  load  of  Hickery 
Wood,  off  the  place  on  Delaware ;  as  Wood  is  now  to  dear  for  her 
to  puchase,  k  she  requests  no  more  then  for  her  own  use,  which  she 
hopea  will  be  conply'd  with  as  her  cireumslanoeeat  present  requires 
this  indulgence,  ft  Mrs.  Galloway  hopes  the  Vice  President  will  be 
00  kind  as  to  send  her  an  order  for  the  same,  as  a  Gentleman  who 
will  go  out  of  town  tomorrow  will  undertake  to  send  it  to  her  if 
Properly  «ithoriced« 

November  y*  18th,  1778.' 

*  See  aaswer,  p.  95. 
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Gen.  Suixiyan  to  Gbnerai.  Assbmblt,  1778. 

Providenoe,  Novem'  20th,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

As  I  had  the  Honor  to  Direct  the  Construction  of  the  Bridge  over 
Schalkil,*  near  Valley  Forge,  and  wish  it  to  stand  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Pensylvania,  I  take  the  Liberty  of  Becommend- 
ing  the  Filling  up  the  Piers  or  Boxes  with  Stones ;  also,  a  number  of 
Stones  to  be  Thrown  Round  the  Boxes  to  prevent  the  Sand  washing 
away  Bound  the  sides.  These  precautions  being  taken,  I  flatter  my- 
self the  Bridge  will  stand  till  the  lumber  decays.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with 

Great  Bespect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Honors  most  obed' 

&  very  Servant, 

JNO.  SULLIVAN. 
'  Hon'ble  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Delanbt  to  Committbb  of  Safety,  1778. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

»  ■ 

The  Petition  of  John  Delany,  a  Private  in  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Begim%  Commanded  by  Col.  Stewart, 

Humbly  Sheweth : 

That  your  Petitioner,  at  the  first  forming  the  said  Be^ent  wis 
enlisted  in  Maryland,  and  ever  since  served  io  the  same  until  on  the 
4  October,  1777,  he  was  wounded  at  Germantown,  lost  one  of  his 
Leggs,  and  has  from  that  time  mostly  been  kept  at  the  Hospital  in 
Beadingtown ;  That  he  is  not  to  this  day  discharged  from  the  Hos- 
pital b^ause  his  Cure  is  not  quite  finished,  so  that  near  Eleven 
months  pay  is  due  to  him,  for  the  obtaining  of  which  he  has  applied 
to  the  Continental  Board  of  War,  who  Greeted  him  to  Seek  for 
his  relief  at  Your  Honorable  Board. 

He  humbly  prayeth  for  your  Honours  Order  to  the  proper  De- 
partment where  his  arrears  of  pay  may  he  settled,  and  he  receive 
the  same  immediately,  as  he  is  in  great  want  thereof  for  his  subsis- 
stance,  and  as  he  has  received  no  other  Clothes  but  what  was  de- 

♦  See  Vol.  VI.,  p.  686. 
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« 

ducted  oat  of  his  Pay,  he  further  prajeth  that  he  may  be  furnished 
with  some  artioleB  of  Clothing. 

And  yov  Petitioner,  as  in  duty.  &o. 

JOHN  DELANT. 

Philad*  21  Nov,  1778. 

I  do  herby  certify,  that  the  above  named  was  wounded  at  the  Bat- 
tle of  Oennantowni  &  reoeiyed  no  pay  since  January  last 

LEWIS  FARMER,  L*  Col.  2*  P.  R. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  have  settled  with  John  Delany  to  the  1"* 
Januaiy,  1778,  &  to  my  knowledge  has  reed  no  Pay  since. 

JACOB  L.  SWYLER, 

late  P.  M'  18th  P.  B«. 


ExT&ACx  or  ▲  LmiB  raoH  Gbh.  WAaHiNoiojr,  Nov.  23, 

1778. 

In  mbe  of  the  18th|  I  demred  the  Board  might  make  a  reodsi- 
'tion  of  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Northampton,  Berks,  Lan- 
caster and  York,  for  the  Escort  of  the  Convention  troops  thro  Pen< 
sylvania.  Therr  Route  .being  since  changed  for  the  convenience  of 
Forage  and  provision,  they  will  now  pass  the  Delaware  at  Sherrards 
Perry,  and  therefore  the  Board  will  be  pleased  to  require  the  Militia 
of  Books  and  PbiladelphiB,  in  lieu  <^  those  of  Northampton  and 
Barks,  as  they  will  pass  below  those  Counties. 


CouKcn.  TO  Mas.  Galloway,  1778. 

Philad'a,  Nov^r  24, 1778. 
Madam, 

The  Council  have  considered  your  application  to  the  honorable 
Yioe  Plrendent,  for  a  formal  permission  to  out  two  flat  loads  of  Wood 
from  the  plantation  called  Belmont,  for  your  nse.f 

I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Council  apprehend  that  yon 
are  entitled  to  do  so— have  no-objection  to  your  cutting  the  quantity 
of  Wood  mentioned,  provided  nothing  be  done  which  wiU^  by  any 
means,  injure  or  bong  in  qaestion  the  right  whioh  the  State  hath  m 

*  See  page  89. 
f  See  page  98. 
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tbe  said  plantation  during  the  life  of  Joseph  Galloway,  Esqr.^  or  to 
lessen  the  yearly  value  of  the  same. 

Yours,  &o. 
To  Mrs.  Graoe  Galloway. 


Thos.  Savadgb  to  V.  ?•  Bryan,  1778. 

Philadelpliia,  Nov  26th,  1 778. 

8', 

I  would  beg  to  be  informed  wether  the  accounts  of  the  State  Salt 
Works,  which  I  sent  the  latter  end  of  May,  or  beginning  of  June 
last,  I  am  not  certain  which,  diraotedta  the  Hon'ble  Thos.  Wharton, 
jun',  Esq'.^  late  president  of  this  State,  together  with  a  letter,  have 
been  laid  before  the  Hon'ble  Council— at  tnat  time  I  had  not  heard 
•of  his  desoease,  nor  till  three  weeks  after  Z  had  e&bt  tiiem,  but  t^ 
prehend  he  was  at  that  time  dead  j  they  were  sent  by  a  man  who 
sud  he  lived  between  Beading  and  Lancaster,'  that  he  was  going  to 
Lancaster  in  a  day  or  two  after  he  should  get  hooe,  and  fiomtsed 
to  deliver  them  with  bis  own  hand  to  the  President.  X  do  not  lo- 
collect  his  name,  bat  have  the  Coppy  of  the  letter  I  wrote  to  the 
President,  which  I  believe  will  give  bis  name^  What  iiiakes  me  the 
more  particular  in  this,  I  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Matlaek^  and  he  knew 
nothing  of  their  coming  to  hand.  If  they  have  not  come  to  hand, 
I  can  rarnish  the  Hon'ble  Council  with  a  daplioate  of  tboee  Ace^, 
which  I  have  at  the  Works,  wh^mver  they  shall  tbiok  proper  to 
call  for  them. 

I  would  also  beg  leave  to  know  wether  the  ration  bill  for  the 
troops  that  where  stationed  at  the  Works,  from  y*  8  of  June,  1777, 
to  Jan.  following,  his  to  be  charged  to  the  Works,  or  wether  it  is  to 
be  paid  by  the  State  Coms'iy.    , 

sir.  Crispin  had  Orders  from  the  late  President  to  furnish  me  with 
provisions  or  money,  whichever  was  most  convenient  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  he  never  furnished  me  but  in  part,  there  remains  a  ballance 
of  upwards  of  £1200,  part  of  which  is  still  oweing  to  sundry  per- 
sons, who  grow  damorous  about  It,  and  a  part  lam  in  advance, 
would  be  glad  that  the  Hon'ble  Cotmdl  would  informe  me  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  to  be  settled. 

Also,  that  there  are  at  the  Works  seventeen  Hogs  which  I  have 
nised  there,  some  of  them  two  years  hold,  it  is  highly  necessary  y* 
should  be  fatted,  there  being  nothing  for  them  to  live  on  but  what 
y«  get  on  the  meadows,  and  now  frost  his  come,  y*  can  get  notfaiiig 
and  will  perish.  Also,  a  Cow,  that  as  soon  as  the  Calf  his  taken 
from  her  goes  dry — ^both  la^t  year  and  this  is  now  in  good  order^  and 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1778.  97 

with  ft  little  Corn  will  be  good  beef  in  a  few  weeks ;  the  Hogs  will 
make,  I  sappoee,  between  two  or  three  thousand  w'  of  Pork,  that, 
with  as  mnoh  beef,  would  be  snffieiept  for  the  ensuing  year,  if  Coun« 
eil  should  think  proper  to  carry  the  Works  on. 

The  Horses  must  have  some  Com  thro'  the  Winter,  y  cannot  live 
altc^ther  on  Salt  hay.  I  beg  y  Hon'  will  take  the  earliest  opper- 
tunity  to  lay  it  before  the  Hon'ble  Council  for  their  deliberation 
thereon. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  most  Obd« 

Humble  Serv*| 

THOS.  SAVADGE. 
Directed^ 

The  Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  y  Hon'ble 
Council  of  State  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Andw.  Boyd  to  Council,  1778. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 

O^nikmeni 

We,  the  Subscribers,  begs  leave  lo  inform  yo«i,  that  tootwithstand- 
ing  the  Honable  Assembly  determind  the  Mleotion  of  the  County 
of  Chester  in  favor  of  the  Chathem  District,  and  part  of  the  Bed 
Lyon,  yet  the  Board  of  Commissioners  and  Assessors  contnue  to 
ait  ooiiliary  to  said  determinatioil,  the  two  Commissioners  then  being, 
imediately  after  the  Ellectioa  tummaod  the  third  Commissioner  and 
AsseesoiB  illegaly  SUeeted,  and  each  of  them  took  the  oath  of  office. 

We  would  humUy  intieat  the  Hon*  Council  to  cause  the  Lcflal 
SUeeted  members  of  the  said  Board  of  the  County  Chester  to  tuce 
their  Seats  at  their  Board. 

ROBERT  SUITH,  C.  Lt. 
ANPW.  BOYD,  8.  Lt. 

26th  Novm.,  1778. 

Sketchly  Morton  and  David  Gloyd,  is  the  Com"  not  Ellected  this 
year. 

The  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Jbkdanemenif 
Bead  in  Council,  (2d  time)  Jan'y  9i,  1779.  . 

•  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XL,  p.  602. 
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OoiHEioiii  TO  Jambs  Younq,  1778. 

lo  Ooanoil, 

Philadelphia,  Noyember  26, 1778. 
Sir, 

On  the  other  side  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Hia  Excellency 
Gen'I  Washington  to  the  Board  of  War,  by  which  you  will  see  it  is 
his  Ezcellenoy's  desire  that  the  Quarter  Masters  may  be  assisted 
with  Waggons  sufficient  to  transport  the  baggage  of  the  troops  of 
the  Convention  thro  this  State. 

Tou  will  please  to  give  the  utmost  assistance  agreeable  to  his 
Ezcellenc/s  request,  and  we  recommend  that  you  apply  immediately 
to  the  Board  of  War  for  their  instructions  respecting  Uie  number  oi 
Waggons  necessary.  Perhaps  it  may  be  best  to  send  one  set  of 
Waggons  quite  thro  the  State. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

G.  B.,  V.  P. 

James  Youngi  Esqr., 

Waggbn  M^  ct  Penns*. 


GoUKcui  Ta  BoAKD  air  Wab,  1778. 

PhUad'a,No¥'26,1778. 
Oendemen, 

The  Council,  on  receiving  your  letter  of  this  momingi  immedi* 
ately  dispatched  orders  to  the  Lfetkleiiaiit  of  the  county  of  Bucks  to 
march  one  class  of  the  Militia  of  tbat^  county  to  Easton,  with  all 
possible  expedition,  and  like  orders  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  county 
of  Philadelphia  to  march  to  the  same  place  one  class  from  ea<$h  of 
the  Battalions  of  that  county,  except  only  those  Battalions  which  ^ 
have  a  class  in  present  service.  These  orders,  it  is  expected,  will 
afford  the  number  of  men  required,  and  they  will  conduct  the  Con- 
vention troops  thro  this  State  to  the  line  of  Maryland,  this  mode 
being  liable  to  much  Jiesa  expence  and  delay  than  the  oondueting  of 
them  from  county  to  county. 

The  Waggon  Master  General  has  orders  to  call  on  you  fox  direc- 
tions as  to  the  number  ox  Waggons  necessary  for  the  service  men- 
tioned, and  he  will  of  course  furnish  you  with  them. 

With  great  req>ee<^  I  am 

Your  very  hmble  Serv*, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y, 
Hnble  Board  of  War. 


PXNNSrLVAMIA  AKOHIVES  1778.  09 

Col.  Bland  to  Boakd  or  War,  1778. 

Newburgh.  State  of  N.  Tork.  Nov'  27th.  1778. 

I  have  it  \n  Gomman^,  from  bis  Excy  Qen.  Wasbington,  to  in- 
fbrm  the  Gbmmand'g  Officera  of  tbe  Militia  of  tbe  counties  adjacent 
to  tbe  Route  of  tbe  Conyention  troops  on  their  march  to  Charlotte- 
▼ille,  in  Virginia,  of  tbe  time  when  I  expect  they  will  arrive  on  the 
Borders  of  your  State,  that  so  there  may  be  no  delay  in  having  the 
Militia  in  readiness  to  receive  them  vhen  they  arrive;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  I  have  tbe  honor  to  Inform  you  1**  that  I  expect 
the  first  division  will  arrive  at  Sherrards  Ferry,  on  Sunday  the  29th 
of  Nov*,  when  I  sb'  be  happy  to  find  about  100  Militia  there  pro- 
perly oflicerd  to  receive  apd  conduct  them  through  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  tbe  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth  k  sixth  divisions  will 
arrive  in  succession,  day  after  day,  &  an  equal  number  of  Militia  will 
be  requisite  for  elicb  escort. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Y»  very  Humb^  Scrv*, 

THBO.  K.  BLAND, 

CoL  Comm'g  tbe  Esc^  to  tbe  troops  of  Convent*.*    ' 


Council  to  Robt.  Galbraith,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  Nov'  27, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  Conseil  have  reod  and  considered  your  letter  of  the  21st  In- 
stant^ purporting  to  reaign  the  offices  of  Prothonotary,  Clerk  of  tbo 
Peace  and  Clerk  of  the  Orphans  Goort^  in  the  county  of  Bedford^ 
hi  favour  of  David  Bspie,  Bsqr, 

I  am  dureoted  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  resignation  of  the  offices^ 
vfaioh  yon  bold  cannot  be  received  as  being  in/avaur  of  any  penon 
whatever.  If  yon  think  proper  to  make  the  resignation  of  these  offi- 
cee,  it  moat  be  done  clearly,  folly  k  simply,  without  condition  or  itk 
servation.  This  is  not  intended  as  an  opposition  to  Mr.  B3pi^,t  but 
to  prevent  the  eflfects  of  an  improper  exiample. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

s    Your  very  bm'We  Servapt, 

.  T.  M.,  Secy 
To  Bobert  Galbraith,  Esqr. 

•  Bee  Qth  Bee.,  Vd.,  XL,  p.  687.    f 
t  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  626,  64$.  . 
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CouNciii  TO  Gbnsbal  AsssmbiiT)  1778. 

In  Council,  Nov'  27th,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  late  Conncil  of  Safety,  among  other  establishments  for  the 
defence  of  the  State,  provided  an  armed  Ship,  thirteen  G^lies, 
each  to  monnt  one  heavy  Gun,  &  several  Barges,  canying  one  small 
Gannon  in  every  of  them.  To  these,  the  Brigantine  Convention, 
of  the  Galley  kind,  has  been  since  added.  The  Ship  was  burned 
last  year  in  the  Delaware,  near  Gloucester.  Three  of  the  GaUies, 
and  three  of  the  Barses,  are  fitted  &  manned,  the  rest  are  laid  up, 
except  one  Galley,  which  is  lying  sunk  in  Croswicksunk  Creek,  near 
Bordentown.  Three  Biver  Graft  belonging  to  the  State  also  re- 
main. As  from  the  late  happy  turn  in  public  affairs,  &  the  with- 
drawing  great  part  of  the  Enemy's  force  for  this  Country,  &  the  ap- 
pearance that  full  employment  will  be  found  for  them  elsewhere,  the 
use  of  these  vessels  is  greatly  lessened ;  Council  recommend,  that  a 
Bill  be  framed  by  Assembly,  &  published  for  consideration,  for  the 
purpose  of  passing  an  Act  for  enabling  Council  to  sell,  by  public 
sale,  such  part  or  these  Vessels  as  shall  be  deemed  superfluous.— 
Such  property  is  of  a  perishable  nature,  &  is  every  day. 

FrankUn,  Hancock  &  Chathem  Gallies,  &  barges  Lyon/ Viper,  & 
Fame. 


Gkn.  Robbrdbau  to  v.  P.  Bryan^  1778. 

Philad'a,  Nov  28th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Permit  me  the  liberty  to  refer  to  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mrs. 
Fergusonf  to  me,  and  to  assure  the  Hon'ble  the  Council,  through 

Jou,  that  in  the  most  ttee  and  intimate  Gonveraation  with  that  Lady 
never  could  discover  the  least  tinoture  of  disaffection  to  our  Ame- 
rica, but  on  the  contrary,  she  has  repeatedly  declared  an  inviolable 
attachment  to  her  interest. 

If  the  Hon'ble  Council  should  &vor  the  Ladys  request  I  dare 
vouch  for  her  Integrity,  and  that  her  plighted  promise  will  be  sa- 
credly regarded.  I  am,  with  most  respectfull  Begard  to  Oounoily 
their  and  your 

Most  ob^  &  yery  ham^  ServS 

DANIEL  BOBBBDEAU. 
DirecUdj 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan^  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

•  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  688. 

t  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  pp.  6291,  where  a  pass  for  New  Tork,  for 
which  she  applied,  is  refused. 
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BoABj)  OF  Wak  to  V.  P.  Brtan,  1778. 

War  Office.  Nor  29Ui.  1778. 
Sir, 

I  h«ve  tbe  Honor  of  oomanxnieatioff  an  Bztmot  of  a  Letter  just 
reeeived  from  hia  Ezoellency  Gen*  Wasbington,  on  the  subjeot  of 
the  Militia  &  Waggons  heretofore  required  for  the  CSonvention  troops. 
I  am  to  request  yoa  will  be  pleased  to  lay  it  before  the  Council  im- 
mediately, as  the  troops  are  adyanoiDg,  &  farther  orders  are  necessary 
in  the  Alteration  of  their  Route. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect| 

Tour  very  obed*  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
Hon'ble  Oeorge  Bryan,  Bsqr. 


RXSOLUTIOKS  OF  CONaBSSS, '  1778. 

In  Congress,  80th  Nor,  1778. 
Besolved, 

That  in  all  cases  where  forage  is  wanted  for  the  troops,  and  can- 
not be  purchased  by  the  Commissaries  at  reasonable  rates,  applica- 
tion be  made  to  the  executive  or  legislative  authority  of  the  State, 
wherein  the  forage  is  required,.or  to  some  person  or  persons  properly 
authorised  by  them  for  that  purpose,  for  their  interposition  and  as- 
aistanoe  in  procuring  the  necessary  supplies : 

That  it  DO  reoomended  to  the  government  of  the  States,  wherein 
the  army,  or  any  detachment  or  part  thereof  now  is,  or  hereafter 
fihall  be,  to  take  such  measures  in  the  aid  of  the  forage  masters,  who 
shall  first  use  every  endeavour  to  purchase  the  same,  for  the  procur- 
ing sufficient  quantities  of  forage  at  reasonable  rates,  as  shall  in  their 
ojdnion  be  effectual  and  most  likely  to  proonre  a  speedy  supply. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec>. 
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Puis,  of  GoifGRKBa.  70  Febs,  Rjbbi>,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  2d  Beoember,  1778. 

Sir, 

Under  wrer  with  this  Tour  Bsoelleney  will  receive  two  Aets  of 
OongresSy 

1.  An  Act  of  the  24th  Ult%  for  the  farther  arrangement  of  the 
Army,  &  five  Copies. 

2.  An  Act  of  the  80th  of  the  same  Month,  for  obtaining  forage 
for  the  Army. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  in  this  first  Address,  since  yonr  Uppointment  to 
preside  in  the  Supreme  Eixeontive  Oouneil  of  Pennsylvania,  to  con- 
gratulate with  you  on  this  demonstration  of  the  affairs  &  high  esteem 
of  your  fellow  citizens,  &  to  wish  that  your  administration  may  be 
attended  with  circumstances  to  make  you  as  happy,  as  I  am  per- 
suaded it  will  contribute  to  the  Interests  &  honor  of  the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  esteem  & 

Respect,  Sir,  yonr  Excellency's 

Obedient  &  meet  turn.  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esouire, 

President,  I^9nnsylvania.* 


Ru  Harbbson  akd  othsbs  to  Council,  1778. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealdi  of 

Pennsylvania. 

The  Petitiim  of  the  Sabseribers  humbly  sheweth.  That  they  ar^ 
fiting  out  a  valuable  Vessel  for  importing  Merchandize  into  this 
State,  but  at  present  cannot  procure  Guns  or  Ammunition  for  money. 
We,  therefore,  most  earnestly  request  yonr  Hon'ble  Board  will  be 
pleased  to  lend  or  sell  us  eight  or  ten  Carriage  Quns,  and  a  small 

*  Qen.  Reed  was  elected  on  the  Ist  December,  by  joint  vote  of  Assembly 
and  Conncil,  President  of  the  Supreme  Ezecative  Cooncilf  (and  Geo.  Bryan, 
V.  P.,)  and  proclaimed  at  the  Goart  Hoose  '*to  be  Captain  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  Commonwealth  of  PennsyWaaia."  The 
whole  number  of  votes  was  68 — of  which  Gea.  B.  had  the  whole  except  2. 
SeeOoL  &eo.,  VoL  XI.,  pp.  682-684. 
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quantity  of  amonition,  which  will  very  mnoh  oblige  yoar  PeteUon- 
en. 

BENJ'N  HAB6ES0N, 

JOS.  DEAN, 

JNO.  PURVIANCE. 
PhiUd'a,  Detr  8d,  1778. 


Coi.  Gbo.  Wall,  Jr.,  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Booki  Ooantj^  December  y  Sd,  1778. 
Bir, 

I  have  jast  now  receited  the  enclosed  letter,  wHh  three  others,  I 
■appoee  of  the  sune  nature,  in  oonseqnenee  of  which  I  haTe  etoped 
the  march  of  the  Militia  to  Easton  till  farther  Orders  from  the 
Hon'ble  Oooneil. 

The  second  class,  which  is  now  called  oat,  is  to  Bendezrons  thiir 
Day  at  Sherards  Ferry,  where  the  Prisoners  they  nte  intended  to 
Gnard  are  to  Gross  the  Delaware  into  this  State;  there  will  not,  I 
believe,  be  more  than  one  hundred  men  tarn  oat  in  the  above  men« 
tioned  Class. 

I  have  abont  30  Stand  of  Arms,  which  with  what  the  Militia  can 
supply  themselves  with,  will  famish  them  in  that  respect — ^how  they 
are  to  be  snpplied  with  ammunition  I  know  not 

I  am,  with  due  respect. 

Your  humble  Servant^ 

GEO.  WALL,  jr. 

To  the  Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Yice  President,  or 

Col.  Timothy  Matlack,  Esqr.,  Secretary. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  686. 
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Council  to  Col.  Gkorqb  Wall,  1778. 

In  Coanoil, 

Philadelphit,  De<f  4, 1778. 
Sir, 

Yoar  letter  of  the  third  instant  has  been  laid  before  the  Counoil. 
It  is  greatly  distressing  to  hear  that  so  small  a  number  of  men  in 
your  oonnty  appear  upon  a  call  of  so  peculiar  kind,  and  to  a  service 
uttended  with  so  very  few  difficulties.  The  service  must  be  per- 
formed, and  immediately;  for,  should  five  or  six  thousand  troops  be 
delayed  for  any  time  in  a  place  where  no  provision  is  made  for  them, 
they  must  necessarily  eat  up  the  country  round  them  for  a  very  con- 
mderable  distance,  and  distress  the  farmer  to  an  extreme  degree ;  the 
Council  is  therefore  under  an  absolute  necessity  to  order,  and  you 
are  hereby  required  to  call  out  two  other  classes  of  the  Militia  of 
your  county.  Your  seal  upon  every  oocasioQ  in  which  the  interest 
of  your  country  is  concerned,  renders  it  unneoeseery  to  urge  you 
upon  the  present  very  pressing  one,  otherwise  this  order  would  have 
been  expressed  in  the  strongest  terms.  You  know  and  foel  the  ne- 
eeosity  of  the  measure  now  ordered,  and  you  will  of  coune  do  every 
thing  in  your  power  to  execute  it. 

The  Bottte  by  which  these  troopaaie  to  march  is  to  be  directed  by 
Got  Bland. 

To  OoP  Wall,  Lieut,  of  the  Oonnty  of  Bucks. 


Council  to  Colls,  of  Bucks  County  Militia,  1778. 

(ClKCULAR.) 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  4, 1778. 
Sir, 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Council  by  his  Excellency, 
Oon'  Washington,  for  a  guard  of  militia  to  escort  the  Convention 
troops  thro'  this  State,  on  their  way  to  the  Southward,  and  for  this 
purpose  orders  have  been  issued  to  call  out  a  class  of  l^ilitia  from 
your  county  and  one  from  Philad*  county  (except'g  only  a  part 
already  in  another  Service).  But  Council  has  received  information 
from  UolL  Wall*  that  your  county  has  turned  out  not  more  than 
one  hundred  men ;  this  has  alarmed  the  Council  with  apprehensions 
of  the  fatal  consequences  which  must  follow  from  a  delay  of  five  or 

*  See  page  108* 
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liz  tlioamid  meni  eTen  for  a  few  days,  in  a  place  where  no  proper 
provision  has  been  made  for  them.  Thej  must  eat  np  the  country 
for  a  great  dietanoe  round  them^  and  distress  the  inhabitants,  already 
too  maoh  exhausted,  to  an  extreme  degree.  Council  have  therefore 
ordered  oat  for  this  duty  two  other  classes  from  the  afore-said 
counties. 

The  honour  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  State  is  concerned  on 
thb  occasion,  and  therefore  oonfiding  in  your  acknowledged  seal  in 
the  support  of  both  these,  Council  is  induced  to  inform  you  of  the 
present  difficulty,  and  to  request  that  you  will  assist  the  Lieutenant 
and  Sub  Lieutenants  in  Spiriting  up  the  people  of  your  County  to 
do  their  duty,  and  not  to  Suflfer  it  to  be  Said  that  these  troops  have 
been  delayed  in  Pennsylvania  for  want  of  a  proper  exertion  of  its 
inhabitants. 


(ClRCTTLAE.)      COTTNCIL  TO  SUB-LlEtJTBNAOTS,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  5th  December^  1778. 
Sir, 

As  the  present  funds  of  this  State  are  too  hr  exhausted  to  admit 
of  further  advanoes  of  money  for  the  reeruitiog  servioe,  it  is  become 
necessary  that  you  forbear  to  supply  any  of  the  GentieF*  of  the  army 
employed  in  that  business,  &  recommended  to  you,  with  more  than 
they  can  immediately  claim  by  Certificates  of  inlistment  produced 
to  you.  This  Instruction  yon  will  take  care  to  communicate  to  them. 
In  Short,'  it  is  become  impossible  to  continue  it,  unless  the  Assem- 
bly, without  delay,  enable  Council  by  a  fresh  Supply  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  proceed. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  highly  expedient  that  you  transmit  to  me, 
as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  exact  Accounts  of  the  payments 
you  have  auide  and  may  make  for  this  use,  distinguishing  the  name 
of  each  officer,  his  station  &  regiment  respeetively,  &caremlly  noting 
the  dates  of  each  receipt. 

As  the  expenditures  of  the  State,  otherwise,  call  for  great  sums, 
and  the  public  stock  is  at  present  small,  I  wish  you  may  improve 
every  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  D.  Bittenhouse,  Jfi^uirci  the 
IVeasurer,  whatever  militia  fines  may  remain  within  your  reach. 

I  am,  Sir,  &o. 
5* 
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PRES.  BkSD  70  PbBS«  OS  COKQBXSS,  1778. 

In  OooQcS, 

PhilMl%  Dec  6^,  1778. 

Sir, 

A  few  days  ago  the  Board  of  War  applied  to  this  Gouadl  to  order 
oat  a  Body  of  Militia  as  an  Eseort  to  relieve  a  Detaohment  of  the 
Continental  Troops  Quarding  the  Bemuns  of  the  Convention  Troope 
on  their  way  to  Virginia.  Upon  which  the  neoeasary  Steps  were 
taken  with  all  poesiUe  Pispatch ;  but  to  prevent  as  mnoh  as  posaibl? 
apprehended  Delay  &  Di£oultie%  I  am  charged  to  represent  to 
Congress,  that  the  delay  of  the  General's  letter  on  the  Boad|  it 
having  been  wrote  on  the  18^  Inst,  &  not  received  till  the  26^^,  leaves 
too  small  a  space  of  Time  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  Law  or 
snbstential  Preparation  for  anoh  a  MaroL  That  the  Invasion  of 
the  State  the  last  Year  by  which  the  Militia  were  subjected  to  con- 
stent  &  rery  severe  service  makes  it  an  Act  oi  Justice  to  give  them 
all  possible  indulgence,  as  their  agriculture  &  necessary  Attention  to 
their  Families  was  very  much  interrupted  by  their  militery  Duty. 
We  miffht  also  observe  that  the  great  number  of  Waggons  from  this 
Stete,  £  Persons  employed  in  inferior  Stetions  in  the  Steff  Depart- 
ment, together  with  those  employed  in  the-  various  Manufactures^ 
exclusive  of  those  eng^zed  in  the  Supply  of  Bread  for  the  PubUck, 
occasion  a  very  heavy  Drain  of  Men  a  makes  the  Duty  very  burthenr 
some  on  those  that  remain,  who  have  not,  nor  affect  to  have  Scruple^ 
of  Conscience  against  bearing  arms.  We  are  authorised  to  say,  Sir, 
that  the  Farmers  of  this  Stete,  from  various  publiok  Beasons  are 
now  very  backward  in  the  Work,  &  tho'  we  have  directed  the  neces- 
sary Levies  to  be  made  for  this  Service,  it  would  be  a  great  Belief 
to  them  if  the  Troops  which  have  escorted  them  thro'  the  Stetes  of 
New  York  &  New  Jersey  could  be  directed  to  proceed.  And  waa 
the  Commander  in  Chief  fully  acquainted  with  our  Circumstances 
we  have  no  doubt  he  would  chearfully  direct  it.  I^  upon  a  Bepre- 
sentetion  of  these  Cireumstences,  Congress  should  think  proper  to 
yary  the  Arrangement,  it  will  be  very  accepteble  to  the  Stete^  but  if 
not  we  shall  endeavour  to  manifest  our  attention  to  the  public  serviof 
ft  Bespect  for  your  Body  by  forwarding  the  Business  with  all  pos- 
sible Dispateh. 

A  farther  duty.  Sir,  yet  remains,  which  is  to  represent  to  Congress 
that  the  calline  the  Militia  to  perform  the  common  &  ordinary 
Duties  of  Quardis  over  streete  &  at  the  Doors  of  Offices,  is  found  by 
Experience  to  debase  the  Ideas  formerly  held  of  this  species  of 
military  Service,  &  we  fear  will  in  little  Time  extinguish  those  finer 
feelings  which  have  in  the  hour  of  Difficulty  &  Danger  produced 
such  great  &  bappy  effecto.  We  therefore  have  to  request  that  as 
the  Continentel  Troops  are  soon  to  be  placed  in  Winter  Quarters 
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Ab  tpaoMB  of  datj  my  be  tninferrei  to  them,  &  the  militia  Reused 
is  w«8  poerible  from  every  Daty  which  doee  not  immediately 
indadeaa  Idea  of  aetioa  &  honourable  Senrioe. 

I  have  the  Honour^  &e., 

JOSEPH  REED^  President. 

Dutded, 
To  the  Heable  Heny  LaQMna,  Beif  Presidevit  ef  Gongreee. 


Council  to  Major  Edwards,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  December  6%  1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  CoaDcil  to  request  that  you  will  view  the 
new  bridge  over  SehuylkiU,  oalled  Sallhan'e  bridge^*  and  report 
the  condition  of  it  to  the  Oonneil,  and  endeavour  to  form  an  eftimate 
of  the  eipenee  of  seenring  it  efieotoally  during  the  winter. 

I  am  rdepeotibny. 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

T'T  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
Directed^ 
To  Major  Edwards,  Providence  Township. 


Extract  of  a  Lbttbr  from  thb  Board  of  War  to  Col. 

Bland,  1778. 

War  Office  Dec.  6,  1778. 

Sir, 

'<  The  honble  Council  of  this  State  have  represented  to  Congress, 
that  they  are  apprehensive  it  will  not  be  in  their  power,  (from  the 
peculiar  situation  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  from  want  of  sufficient 
notice,  as  the  General's  Letter  respecting  the  militia  was  much 
delayed  on  the  road,)  to  collect  in  due  time  a  competent  number  of 
militia  to  relieve  the  Troops  escorting  the  convention  prisoners.  I 
am  therefore  to  direct  you  to  march  the  Continental  Troops  now 
under  your  command,  thro'  this  State,  until  a  sufficient  force  of 
militia  is  collected  to  relieve  them.  But  as  the  militia  of  Bucks^ 
Philadelphia  and  Chester  are  now  assembling  it  will  be  best  to  take 

*  See  page  768,  Vol  VI. 
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them  along  with  yoQ^  &  send  off  ao  many  OontineDtal  TroqjM  as  their 
nombera  amoant  to ;  and  you  will  please  to  obsenre  aaimilar  conduot 
as  the  militia  of  the  upper  eounties  (to  the  Lieotenanta  whereof  the 
Goancil  have  sent  their  ordera,)  are  oollected ;  so  that  the  Troops 
may  return  to  Camp  by  Detachments  as  they  are  relieved  from 
time  to  time  by  militia.  The  Board  could  have  wished  oiroumstanoes 
admitted  of  their  discharging  the  Troops  agreeably  to  the  Goneral's 
desire.;  bat  in  ov  present  situation  the  bSoyo.  plan  is  the  only  one 
we  can  adopt.'' 


Joseph  Eirkbride  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1778. 

Bordentowu;  Dec  6%  1778|  9  o'clock  A.  M. 

^ 

Tour  Ezcl'y's  Orders  of  the  4^  Inst,  this  moment  came  to  hand 
by  EzpresSi  which  b  the  first  notice  I  have  had  of  any  Militia  being 
oall'd.  Yonr  Bzcel'y  may  be  assnr'd  that  every  possible  Bzertion 
shall  be  us'd  on  my  part  to  draw  ont  a  Competent  number  of  the 
Militia. 

The  Orders  for  marching  the  second  Class,  I  am  now  inform'd  was 
Directed  to  Col.  Wall,  but  what  progress  he  has  made,  I  only  know 
from  your  Ezcel'y  Letter  now  before  me. 

I  very  much  apprehend  rais'g  the  two  class's  now  ordered  out, 
^Exactly  agreeable  to  Law,)  will  be  rendered  less  usefuU,  by  the 
aelay  that  must  necessarily  be  made  in  that  case ;  but  every  possible 
measure  that  can  be  devis'd  to  quicken  their  march  shall  not,  on  my 
part  be  wanting. 

I  have  the  Hon'  to  be 

Your  Exoellencie's  most  Respectful 

&  Obed*  Hum.  Servant, 

JO.  KIBKBBIDE, 

Dirededy 
On  Pnblio  Serviee. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  ' 

^  Express. 

*  See  Col.  Hec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  637. 
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Thos.  Savados  to  Pbbs.  Bkbd,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  D&f  7, 1778. 

S', 

III  a  letter  dated  Nov.  25, 1  sent  into  CouDcil,  I  beged  leave  to 
be  informed  wether  the  accoants  of  the  state  salt  works,  sent  to  Lan- 
caster, had  oome  before  Goanoil,  and  wether  the  ration  bill  of  the 
troops  stationed  at  the  s*  works,  from  y*  8  of  Jnne,  1777  to  y*  9  of 
Jan^  following,  is  to  be  carried  into  the  general  accounts  of  the  s* 
works,  or  be  settled  in  the  Comiss^  department.  Mr.  Crispin  had 
orders  from  the  late  president  to  famish  me  either  with  provisions 
or  money,  which  ever  was  most  convenient  for  that  purpose,  which 
he  has  not  done,  bat,  in  part,  there  are  considerable  sums  oweing  to 
divers  persons  for  provisions,  &c.,  had  for  the  use  of  those  troops, 
who  are  very  pressing  for  their  money,  also  sundry  workmen,  who 
left  me  for  want  of  their  wages  being  duly  paid,  which  I  had  not  in 
my  power  to  pay  them,  being  in  advance  all  the  Cash  I  had  of  my 
own,  at  Command,  for  whisky,  &o.,  lor  the  nse  of  the  troops,  &o., 
which  I  am  now  very  mneh  necesnated  for  at  this  time,  for  the  use 
of  my  family ;  shoold  be  glad  that  y  HonF  and  th^  Hon^**  Council 
would  order  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  settled. 

There  are  at  the  works  a  Number  of  hoggs  and  one  Cow  that 
ahould  be  fatted.  I  have  not  money  to  purchase  Com  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  should  have  done  ere  now ;  there  is  a  necessity  fiir  doing  it, 
there  being  nothing  for  them  to  live  on  dnreing  the  winter,  it  will 
also  be  necessary  some  Corn  ftc.,  be  provided  for  the  horses,  they 
cannot  live  on  salt  hay  alone  in  winter. 

If  Council  should  think  proper  to  carry  the  wwks  into  execution 
it  will  be  necessary  that  a  further  sum  be  granted  for  that  purpose. 
There  are  three  pans  now  up  and  purt  of  the  Brickwork  of  two 
others,  there  will  be  a  necessity  for  half  a  ton  of  Iron  rMed  five 
inehea  wide  k  one  quarter  of  ap  inch  thick,  to  rivet  over  the'Joynts 
of  tho  bottoms  of  the  pans,  the  mettle  expanding  so  much  by.  the 
violence  of  the  fire  that  when  Gold  water  is  pumped  into  them 
eaosea  them  to  Leak,  which  can  be  remedied  no  other  way  then 
rivetting  a  narrow  plate  over  the  Joynts,  which  does  effBCtnally 
seeure  them,  haveing  been  proved  in  several  instances  by  persona 
nnder  the  same  Circumstances.  A  smith  and  four  labourers  will 
make  the  three  pans,  that  are  now  up,  fit  to  work  in  two  or  three 
weeks  at  most,  which  will  make  from  fifteen  to  twenty  bushels  of 
salt  ^  day  when  the  water  is  good ;  the  other  two  pans  may  be 
Comjieated  in  as  little  time.  To  Carry  the  three  pans  on  will 
jeqnire  three  boilers,  two  carters  and  four  wood  cutters.  The  sum 
of  five  hundred  pounds  will  be  sufficient  to  compleat  the  five  pans 
and  carry  them  on  so  Ikr  as  to  satisfy  your  Hon'  and  the  Hon^'* 
ConDGii  of  the  propriety  and  consequence  of  such  a  work. 

r 
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If  on  the  other  hand  Council  should  decline  carrying  on  the  work 
any  farther^  I  beg  they  would  inform  me  who  I  am  to  settle  my 
accounts  with,  and  in  what  manner  they  would  have  the  stock  of 
Gatile  &c.y  belonging  to  the  works  taken  care  of. 

I  am^  Sir, 

Your  moat  obedient  Humble  servant, 

THO-  SAVADGE. 

Direetecty 

To  The  Hon*"*  Jos.  Reed,  Esq%  president  of  the  Hon***  Council 
of  state  of  PennsylTania. 


Pbbs.  Bsbd  to  Col.  Bxchard  McAllbsxeb,  1T78. 

.  Philadelphia,  December  9%  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Hon**  die  Continental  Congress,  having  required  a  Body  ef 
Militia  from  this  state  to  escort  Uie  PrisoBws,  under  the  OanventioB 
of  Saratoga,  to  the  Borden  of  this  state,  on  their  way  to  Virginia,  I 
am  to  inmrm  you  that  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Bucks  &  Philae* 
delphia  will  perform  thb  Duty  in  part,  but  it  will  be  neoesspoy  for 
the  County  of  York  to  turn  out  a  part  of  her  Militia  to  meet  the 
FrisonMs  on  the  Banks  of  the  Susqnehannah,  at  Wright's  Ferry, 
with  all  possible  dispatch.  You  are,  therefore,  hereby  required  to 
oall  out  one  Class  of  the  Militia  of  your  County  for  the  Purpose  a^, 
agreeable  to  the  enclosed  resolve  of  the  Council.  And  as  the  service 
will  be  both  Honorable  &  Easy,  we  hope  vou  will  have  a  sufficient 
Number  prepared  to  receive  them,  as  the  Division*  respeoUvely 
arrive ;  The  whole  Number  will  be  about  5,000,  they  march  in  9 
Divisions,  and  follow  each  other  very  close.  The  first  Division 
erossed  the  Delaware  this  Morning,  so  that  a  vigorous  exertion  on 
your  Part,  and  activity  on  that  of  the  officers  &  men  on  this  ocoasion, 
will  give  you  time  sufficient.  We  hope  there  will  be  no  oocasion 
for  an  Extraordinary  supply  of  sirms,  but  if  there  should,  you  must 
apply  to  M*^  Henry  of  Lancaster.  Provisions,  &o.,  are  laid  i^>  on 
the  route.  It  is  with  much  Conoem,  I  observe  that  from  the  indul- 
gences said  to  have  been  formerly  given  in  your  County,  some  Persons 
apprehend  we  have  but  little  to  expeot.  I  make  no  Doubt  but  you 
will  exert  yourself  to  disappoint  tiiem,  and  save  the  state  the  Morti* 
fication  and  Dis^aeo  of  acknowledging  our  Inability  to  do  what 
other  states  have  done  at  a  very  short  Notice,  and  with  great  Dis« 
patch.  Col.  Bkmd  has  the  general  Direction  of  the  Buaness^  to 
whom  you  are  to  Apply  farther  if  Necessary. 

I  have  now  only  to  add  that  these  Prisoners  have,  in  some  In* 
stances,  proved  Disorderly  and  lioentioua  on  their  Mareh,  as  theitf 
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BflQley  AawfcfOi  Uys  Aro'  yow  0o«iity/th6  Pieaervslioii  of  Ae  la^ 
bftfaitentB  fsom  Insult  &  thf  ir  Ph>perty  firom  Doetniotioii^  will  afford 
yoa  an  additional  Motive  to  leaye  nolhiog  undone  to  have  the  &aard 
preparady  For  any  Delay  on  this  aeooont  will  not  only  be  a  Bof  roaoh 
to  the  Btalte  bnt  prove  exAcemely  bnrthensome  to  the  Inhabitanta 
where  snch  a  Delay  happeni^  all  tbe  f  roYlaiona  &  Forage  being  lud 
in  as  for  a  ebntinnod  ALuroh.'^ 

I  anil  Sif) 

Tonr  most  obed.  &  Tdry 

Humble  Servant, 

J.  B.|  Prae't 

jyireeted. 
Gol.  Bicliard  M^^AlUster^  Lient*  of  Uie  Obtmty  of  York. 


mttmi 


Thomas  Satami  so  Pbisibent  Bbbd,  1778. 

PhiladelphU,  Dee^  8, 1778. 

I  humbly  Aak  pardon  of  v'  Hon'  and  the  Hon^>*  Connoili  &  in 
parUonlar  M'  McLean  and  M'  Owen  Biddle,  whom  I  mast  confess 
with  shame  I  have  Used  extremely  ill  by  inadvertently  imposing  a 
fidsehood  on  M'  McLean  and  M'  Owen  BiddlOi  by  saying  I  had  the 
Goppy  of  my  articles  from  M"*  Biddle,  a  peioe  of  Conduct  I  cannot 
bnt  with  the  matest  shame  account  for;  therefore  shall  not  attempt 
to  Yindicateit  other  than  by  humbly  and  sincerely  asking  your 
pardon.  I  had,  some  days  before  I  came  to  town,  taken  a  Coppy  of 
the  articles  and  pnt  into  my  saddle^bagg,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
law  paned  in  favour  of  the  works  for  exempting  the  people  from 
Militia  dnl^,  which  did  not  oeonr  to  me  at  the  time  M'  McLean 
asked  me  about  it;  bnt  on  going  home  to  my  dinner,  I  recoUeoted 
it  and  brought  it  with  me  in  the  afternoon.  I  hope  your  Hon~  will 
pass  it  by  if  possibki  as  I  shall  for  the  futnre  take  care  not  to  do  the 

If  your  Honomss  want  to  know  where  the  deed  for  the  land  on 
whioh  the  works  are  built  his,  it  is  in  my  possession,  and  have  left  it 
with  the  books  and  other  papers  of  my  own,  in  the  hands  of  a  friend. 
Hy  reason  for  leaving  it  is,  the  deed  M'  Mott  gave  when  I  broueht 
it  up  was  disapproved,  and  another  drawn  by  M'  Jn«  Morris,  which 
M'  Mott  made  some  exceptions  to.  I  brought  it  here,  and  pointed 
out  M'  Mott's  Objections,  and  Council  agreed  to  the  eraaement,  since 
which  I  have  not  had  an  Opportunity  to  get  it  signed  for  want  of 

*  This  order  was  eountemianded  on  the  12  Inst.,  see  letter  of  that  date  on 
page  116. 
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thd  eyidenoe  thtt  signed  the  otfaei^  who  ilwkjB  faappctted  io  be  out 
when  M'  Mott  baa  l^en  at  home.  The  plan  of  the  works  I  belteTO 
IS  among  my  papers  at  the  works,  but  1  will  not  be  oertain  of  it^ 
Whether  M**  Biddle  and  M'  Glymer  have  one  I  do  not  leeolleoty  bat 
think  what  papers  they  have  are  lodged  with  M''  Giymer.  Any 
other  infomatbn  Coonoil  may  rehire  lespeeting  the  works  I  shall 
fally  Commanioate  if  it  is  in  my  power;  and  if  they  would  make 
further  inquiry  about  them,  I  would  inform  them  that  Doot^  Harris 
has  been  at  the  works  and  seen  them  all  over,  and  Can,  I  make  no 
doubt,  give  Counoil  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  them,  he  haveing 
a  Oonsiderable  work  of  his  Own,  and  Consequently  a  Competent 
Judge  of  them.  Should  be  Very  glad  oounoil  would  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee of  Judicious  Men  who  are  Competent  Judges  of  such  a 
works,  to  enquire  into  my  Carracter,  my  Oonduot,  and  my  accounts 
respecting  the  works,  being  Conscious  to  myself  that  I  have  done 
everything  in  my  power  to  Carry  the  Works  into  execution,  agreea- 
ble to  my  articles  or  any  other  instructions  I  ever  received.  1  am, 
Sir,  with  all  submission, 

Your  Most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

THO-  SAVADGE. 
Directed^ 

To  The  Honourable  Jo^  Reed,  Esq'  Precident  of  the  Hon^*«  Coun- 
cil of  state  of  Pennsylvania; 


Counoil  to  Cohkodobb  Hazelwood,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  December  10, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  Council  has  advertised  the  sale  of  the  boats,  gallies,  and  other 
vessels  belonging  to  the  state,*  except  only  one  sloop,  on  Monday 
next }  and  it  is  become  necessary  to  have  an  inventory  of  the  several 
Vessels  immediately,  so  that  it  may  be  sent  to  the  Press  to  morrow 
at  noon.     You  will  please  to  send  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Indorsed, 

To  Commodore  Hazelwood. 

*  See  Col.  Eec.,  Vol.  XX.,  p.  638,  641. 
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Council  to  Pbrsons  apfodttbd  on  FoKssTALLiNa,  1778. 

Oendemen: 

The  hoDOtirable  House  of  General  AssetnUy  haviDg  reoofDmended 
to  the  serioQS  attention  of  Coancil,  the  Petitions  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  this  city,  presented  and  read  in  the  house,  praying  the 
house  would  take  into  their  Consideration  the  forestalling  of  Flour, 
&o.,  and  also  to  cause  offenders  in  that  respect  to  be  prosecuted 
according  to  law. — And  it  beins  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the 
poor  that  the  practice  of  forestalling  be  as  much  as  possible  prevented ; 
the  Council,  confiding  in  your  attention  to  the  interest  of  the  people 
of  this  state  in  general,  and  that  of  the  poor  in  particular,  request 
that  you  will  endeavour  to  obtain  and  transmit  to  Council  as  soon  as 
may  be,  such  facts  relating  to  this  matter  as  you  shall  be  able  to 
collect,  and  thereby  enable  them  to  act  in  this  ease  according  to 
the  benevolent  intention  of  the  house.  Authority  for  so  doing  is 
contained  in  the  enclosed  order  of  the  house. 

I  am, 

with  the  greatest  respect,  Gent, 

Yooz  Yeiy  hm'Ue  servant."^ 
AdbrMcL 

To  Gen*  appointed  to  enquire  concerning  Forestallers,  and  report 
Jhcr  10,  1778. 


MsMO&UL  OE  Richard  Footman,  1778* 

To  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  memorial  and  Petition  of  Richard  Footman  of  Pbiladelphiai 
HerohMit  Attorney  in  Fact  of  James  Warren  of  the  City  of  London, 
Wine  Merchant 

Hnmbley  Sheweth, 

That  the  said  James  Warren  some  years  ago  entered  into  a  Co^ 
partnership  with  Robert  Hare  then  of  the  City  of  London  for  the 
erecting  and  carrying  on  a  Porter  Brewery  in  the  Citv  of  Philadelphia 
to  supply  the  Inhabitants  of  America  with  that  useml  Article. 
¥  That  in  Prosecution  of  their  Plan  the  said  Robert  Hare  came  over 
to  this  City  and  expended  a  very  large  sum  of  money  on  their  joint 
Account  to  establish  such  a  Brewery. 

That  the  present  War  breaking  out  shortly  after,  the  intercourse 
between  Great  Britain  and  America  was  so  much  interrupted  that 

*  Qee  Col.  Bee.,  Tel.  XL,  p.  640. 
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the  said  James  Warren  ooold  seldom  hear  from  his  said  partner  or 
be  informed  of  4ke  state  of  their  oonoenu. 

The  large  sums  which  he  had  Advanced  and  the  nncertaintj  he 
was  in  respecting  the  manner  in  which  the  Business  was  oamsd  oO 
induced  him  in  the  Summer  of  last  year  to  undertake  a  voja^  to 
this  Oountrj,  where  he  arrived  about  the  time  the  British  Army 
came  to  this  City,  that  he  spent  the  last.  Winter  and  Spring  in  exr 
amining  into  the  State  of  their  affairs  and  settling  the  Accounts 
ihereof|.  which  he  oompleated  as  far  as  was  in  his  power  at  that  timci 
and  in  the  month  of  June  last  left  this  City  with  an  intention  to 
proceed  directly  to  England,  and  your  Petitioner  is  informed  and 
verily  believes  that  he  did  soon  after  leave  the  Continent 

Your  Petitioner  fron^  lus  own  knowledge  of  the  Cooduot  of  the 
said  James  Warren  as  well  as  from  his  general  character  verily 
believes  that  his  coming  to  this  City  at  tl^  time  he  did  was  not  with 
an  intention  of  joining  the  British  Army  or  of  Assisting  them  in  the 
poseoution  of  the  present  War,  nor  does  your  petitioner  know  nor 
has  ever  heard  that  he  did  any  way  aid  or  assist  tbemj  his  whole 
time  being  engaged  in  bis  own  private  Business. 

Before  nis  aeparture  the  said  James  Warren  by  Letters  of  Procu- 
ration duly  executed^  constituted  and  appointed  your  petitioner  his 
Attorney  to  transact  his  Bttnness  in  his  absence. 

Your  Petitioner  further  begs  leave  to  show  your  Honor^  that  hd 
has  seea  a  prodamation  issued  from  this  Ebmorable  Board  by  Virtue 
of  An  Act  of  Assembly  entitled  an  Act  for  the  Attainder  of  Divers 
Tndtors  if  they  render  not  themselves  by  a  certain  Bay  and  for 
vesting  their  Estates  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  more  effectually 
discovering  the  same,  and  for  ascertaining  &  satisfying  the  lawfod 
Debts  and  Claims  thereon  bearing  date  the  Thirtieth  d^.of  October 
last  past,  BecHintf  that  certain  persons  in  the  said  Ph)clamation 
aamed  had  joiaeathe  British  Army  and  requiring  them  to  rendei; 
themselves  to  the  Chief  Justice  dr  some  other  Justice  of  this  State  on 
or  before  the  fifteenth  Day  of  this  instant  December,  upon  pain  of 
being  Attainted  of  High  Treason,  &e.,  In  which  said  proolamatioa 

?ou  Petitioner  has  discovered  the  name  of  James  Warnill,  Brewer, 
['our  Petitioner  should  not  have  supposed  his  principal  the  said  James 
Warren  to  have  been  the  person  intended  thereby  had  he  dot  been  so 
informed." 

Upon  receiving  this  information  your  Petitioner  thought  the  Duty 
he  owed  to  his  Constituent  required  him  to  take  CouncU,  which  he 
did  and  was  Advised  to  apply  to  your  Honors  upon  the  particular 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

And  inasmuch  as  the  said  Act  of  Assembly  could  never  have  been 
intended  to  include  Persons  absent  beyond  the  Seas,  And  this  Hon- 
orable Board  would  not  wish  to  attaint  any  Person  of  so  high  a  crime 
without  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  knowing  that  he  was  charged, 
and  the  said  James  Warren  having  left  this  Continent  long  before 
the  Date  of  the  said  Ftodaaiatbs,  pad  as  tkeflaid  James  Warren  is 
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not  deaeribed  in  the  same  by  his  Proper  name,  your  Petitioner  there- 
fore saving  to  his  said  Constitaent  all  and  every  benefit,  and  advantage 
which  may  arise  to  him  by  the  misnomer  aforesaid^  and  not  admitting 
any  thing  which  may  operate  against  him. 

Hnmbly  prays  your  HonorSi 

That  yon  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  circumstances  of  this  oiyM 
into  your  consideration^  And  if  your  Honors  should  think  it  a  case 
of  difficulty  that  you  be  pleased  to  permit  your  Petitioner  to  employ 
Council  to  appear  before  your  Honors  to  shew  further  cause  why 
the  said  Attainder  should  not  take  Plaoe  against  your  Petitioner, 
said  Constituent,  and  that  your  Honors  would  be  pleased  to  order  a 
Nolle  Prosequi  to  be  entered  thereupon,  or  that  your  Honors  would 
Grant  to  your  Petitioner's  said  Constituent  such  other  Relief  as  tho 
nature  of  his  case  according  to  Right  and  Justice  shall  seem  to 
require. 

And  your  Petitioner,  &o., 

RICHARD  FOOTMAN. 


GouKctL  TO  B«  MoOalkster,  1778. 

In  Council, 

PhOadelphia;  Beeember  li,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  exigency  which  on  the  7th  instant  induced  the  Council  to 
order  out  a  part  of  the  Militia  of  your  County  to  esoort  the  Conven- 
tion troops  being  oonsiderably  lessened,  it  is  agreed  to  ooantermand 
tile  order  then  given.  You  will  therefore  give  tiie  people  of  yonr 
Oonnty  immediate  notice  hereof,  that  they  may  be  as  Utile  incom* 
aoded  by  that  order  as  possible.  It  will  be  proper  for  yon  to  inform 
Ike  Council  as  soon  as  may  be  what  has  b^  done^  in  coiMeqaenee 
et  the  above  mentioned  order  of  the  7tk  instant^f     - 

Directed, 
Col.  Ric«  M"AlIister^  Lieut,  of  York  County. 

*  Referred  to  in  Ool.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  641,  laid  on  the  table, 
t  See  page  lia 
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Thos.  Savadgb  to  CotmciL,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  Deo'r  12, 1778. 

I  bee  pardon  for  interrapting  jou  so  often,  but  necessitj  has  no 
law.  I  have  a  family  in  Town,  1  have  not  one  stick  of  wood  for  them 
to  bum  nor  money  to  buy  any  or  go  to  market ;  I  have  been  here 
almost  seven  weeks  waiting  to  know  when  I  am  to  settle  the  ration 
bill  &  sundry  other  matters.  I  am  considerable  in  advance  for  those 
rations  and  in  debt  for  some,  more  than  twelve  months.  I  beg  to 
know  where  I  am  to  settle  It,  and  that  your  .  Honor  would  order  it 
paid,  for  my  family  oannot  be  wanting  the  Necessaries  of  life. 

I  am  with  all  Dae  respect,  y 

Hon"  moiat  obedient  humble  Serv*, 

THOS.  SAVADGE. 

Dtrectedf 

To  The  Hon^^  Joseph  Boed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Honble 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 


Lt.  Saml.  Hfkteb  to  Prss.  Reei),  1778. 

Sunbury,  13th  December,  1778. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  Besolve  of  Congress' of  the  8th  of  Jane  last,  and 
the  instrnotions  of  Conncil  of  the  10th  of  Bame  month  to  me,  oonoem- 
iDg  Raiseing  a  Company  in  this  (County  to  continue  in  Service  for 
SiK  Months  from  the  date  of  their  enlistments,— J  imeadiatly  ap« 
pointed  the  following  Officers,  Yis*,  James  Murrey,  Captain,  Robert 
Arthur,  Cap'  lieutenant,  Saonael  Fulton,  Seeond  Lieutenant,  Wil* 
liam  Reed,  third  Lieutenant,  and  Andrew  Donaldson,  Ensign,  and 
give  them  Warrants  agreeable  to  the  orders  I  Received,  dated  the 
17th  June }  this  Company,  tho'  not  Quite  so  com  pleat  as  should  be, 
was  of  infinit  service,  as  they  were  in  General  Good  Woodsmen,  and 
fit  for  the  Service  they  were  Employed  in.  I  superintended  this 
Company  untill  the  first  of  August  that  Coll.  Hartley  came  here  to 
take  the  Command ;  their  times  is  now  most  partly  Expired,  and 
Captain  Murrey  is  gon  to  the  Board  of  War  with  a  Muster  Roll  of 
the  Company  Certified  by  me,  to  Receive  their  pay. 

The  Coppy  of  the  Resolve  of  Congress  that  I  Received,  mentions 
Eighty  Dollars  to  Each  man  that  shall  provide  himself  with  a  Good 
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Bifle  nd  Aeoittrements,  tad  ikis  is  the  footiag  this  Company  tt 
Baised  apon.  Yet  it  Answered  a  Good  End,  suppose  there  might 
be  some  Mistake  in  the  Number  of  Dollars,  for  otherwise  had  it 
been  Eight  in  place  of  Eightji  this  Company  would  have  fallen 
through,  as  the  Company  that  was  to  be  Raised  in  Laneaster  oounty. 
I  have  known  some  of  the  men  that  paled  thirty  Pounds  for  a  Good 
new  Rifle,  at  the  time  they  were  enlisted  in  Murrey's  Comp^. 

There  is  one  thing  I  would  be  desirous  to  know  of  Council,  Con*- 
oeming  the  Ouns  and  Blankets  that  has  been  Appraised  in  this 
County  belonging  to  the  Militia,  that  has  from  time  to  time  been 
oalld  out  into  Actual  Service,  and  some  of  them  lost  in  Action,  who 
is  to  pay  for  them,  as  no  particular  body  is  mentioned  to  defray 
this  Ezpence,  so  that  there  is  a  great  many  of  the  Militia  of  this 
County  wants  their  pay  this  twelve  months  past  for  Guns  &  BlanketS| 
that  is  Certified  to  be  lost  in  action  hj  their  Commanding  Officers* 

My  Department  in  this  County  differs  from  any  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Countys  on  Account  of  the  Militia  doing  duty  here,  and  they 
are  troops  thats  not  Easy  Governed,  nor  cannot  be  brought  under 
due  Subordination  as  Regular  Troops  is.  I  have  had  the  first, 
second,  third,  &  part  of  the  fourth  Classes  of  this  County  Militia 
doing  duty  this  two  Months  past — and  would  be  desirous  to  know, 
if  Council  will  order  aney  more  out  this  Winter,  or  leave  that  as 
Occasion  may  Require,  as  they  are  all  chiefly  discharged  at  this  pre- 
sent time,  for  it  is  not  all  the  Militia  of  this  or  the  three  Neighbour- 
ing Countys  that  will  deter  the  Indians  from  makeing  Excursions 
against  the  Frontiers,  and  we  need  not  Expect  any  Peace  with  them 
untill  there  is  proper  Expeditions  Carryed  on  against  their  Towns 
Early  the  Ensueing  Spring,  otherwise  I  dredd  the  consequences. 

I  am  sorry  at  Coll.  Hartley  leaveing  this  County,  for  to  do  him 
Justice,  he  made  the  best  use  possable  of  what  Troops  was  under 
his  Command,  for  the  proteetion  of  the  Frontiers  and  the  Good  of 
the  Country ;  last  Month  we  were  alarmed  by  Express  from  Wyom- 
ing of  a  large  'Body  of  Indians  and  Tonrs  comeing  down  on  the 
frontiers  of  this  County,  but  when  Coll.  Hartley  and  myself  Issued 
orders  to  the  Inhabitants  to  Assemble  at  such  &  such  places,  I  never 
see  them  turn  out  more  spirited  than  they  did  on  this  Occasion  to 
Guard  the  frontiers,  and  I  am  certain  would  fight,  as  severals  of 
ihem  that  had  leatly  come  back  to  the  County  tud  me  they  would 
Bather  die  fighting  than  leave  their  homes  again,  as  their  familys 
suffered  for  want  of  the  Necessaries  of  life  while  they  were  Abs^ 
from  this  County ;  and  I  belive  it  to  be  the  case,  (fbr  the'Generality 
of  the  People  that  has  not  Suffered  by  this  Cruel  Savage  Warr  thats 
carryed  on  by  Indians  ft  worse  then  Indians,  the  white  people  that 
has  Joined  them)  turns  their  Backs  uppon  the  poor  people  that  was 
obliged  to  fly  and  leave  their  all  behind  them. 

In  case  there  is  not  some  ways  and  means  &llen  on  to  Beleive  the 
distressed  poor  they  must  inavitably  Suffer,  as  Grain  is  so  dear  and 
the  Honopoliiers  and  Forestallers  is  to  blamci  for  I  look  uppon 
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ikeiii  (o  be  wovte  then  the  Savftgea  or  aoy  Esemy  tbtts  agiinsl  ju 
at  thie  daji  aa  the  Neceasaries  of  life  cannot  be  bo  soaroe  in  thia 
State  as  eome  Bad  People  would  have  it. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed*  Humble  Serv*, 

SA.ML.  HUNTER,  lieu'  N.  0. 

Hie  Bzoelency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme^ 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia.. 


Wm.  Scon  TO  Pres.  Reed,  1778. 

Tork,  December  14th,  1778. 

May  it  Pleaae  yonr  Excellency : 

I  rec*  your  favour  of  the  seventh  instant,  ^  Mr.  Lillev»  on  friday 
kst,  and  by  him  sent  the  inclos',  who  promised  to  deliver  it  the 
game  day  to  Col.  M'Caliister.  I  shall  at  all  times  be  happy  on  re^ 
ceiving  your  Commands,  which  shall  be  ohearfuUy  Obey'd  by  one 
who  begs  leave  to  subscribe  himself. 

Your  Excellency's 

moat  Obedient  humble  ServS 

WM.  SCOTT. 


Report  ojt  State  op  Treasury,  1778. 

Tuesday,  Decern.  15th,  1778. 

Thar^  is  at  present  in  the  Treasury  £20,000,  part  of  620,000 
Dollam  or  Continental  Tut,  and  no  other  kind  of  money.  About 
jgOOOO  of  this  money  has  already  been  paid  on  Warrants  of  Con- 
gvess,  and  £4000  on  an  Order  of  Council. 

DAY'D  RITTENHOUSB,  Treasurer. 
The  Hon*^*  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
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QunBAL.WASHnraiov  to  P&BStoBin  Bbxd,  1778. 

HeaeL  Qaarten,  HiMIe  Brook,  17*^  Deoembcr.  1778. 
Sir, 

To  prevent  m  fiif  aa  possible  the  intercourse  between  tbe  inhabi- 
tMite  of  these  States  and  the  Enemy  in  New  York,  I  have  given 
poritive  orders  to  General  Maxwell,  who  commands  at  Elisabeth 
Town,  to  permit  no  persons^  itihabitants  of  or  coming  from  anj  of 
llie  Stales,  to  pass  to  ^taten  Isjand  or  New  York  witbont  permission 
has  been  first  obtained  Arom  their  respective  Governors  or  legislative* 
Anthorities*  This  will  relieve  the  commanding  officer  from  tbe 
diffieoltj,  whicb  he  must  otherwise  be  nnder,  of  discriminating 
between  all  designing  persons,  and  thosift  who  are  proper  to  be  in- 
tmsted  within  the  enemj'a  Hnes ;  But  as  a  too  fkeqnent  passage  of 
Flag  Boats  is  attended  witb  many  inoonveniencesi  I  conld  wish  that 
aa  many  as  possible^  of  those  who  obtain  leave,  mieht  be  sent  at 
one  time.  For  instance  if  it  shall  be  determined  that  Boats  will 
onlv  be  permitted  to  pass  the  first  of  every  Month  (except  in  extra- 
ordinary oases)  they  may  soil  their  Business  to  that  time  and  attend 
accordingly. 

If  you  approve  of  the  above  plan  be  pleased  to  signify  your  con- 
enrrence,  and  I  will  give  -orders  to  Gen^  Maxwell  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  I  am  the  more  desirous  of  falling  upon  some  such  mode 
aa  the  foregoing,  as,  when  I  was  lately  at  Elizabeth  Town,  I  found 
the  intercourse  so  common  thafr  it  i^rmed  and  gave  umbrage  to  the 
well  affected  in  that  neighbourhood. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Regard 

Your  Excellency's 

most  ob^  ServV 

G-  WAS^INGTON. 

JHreciedf 
His  Excelleoqr  Gov'  Bee4. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  650.    See  aosirer,  p.  127. 
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MA&Uni  COHMITTHB  OF  CONOBBSS  TO  PSBBIDBRT  BXBD,  1778. 

Marine  Committee^  PhilAd*  Deo.  17, 1778. 
Sir, 

In  Pannanoe  of  the  Direction  of  Congrees  and  the  Bequest  of  the 
Minister  Pleninotentiarj  of  Franooi  I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting 
to  yoor  Exoellenoj  a  Declaration  under  the  Hand  &  Seal  of  that 
Minister  promising  a  Beward  to  CTery  Vessel  that  ma;  take  or  des- 
troy any  Vessel  of  the  Enemy  loaded  with  Masts  or  Spars  ft  destin'd 
for  the  Ports  of  Halifax,  Newport  or  New  York. 

It  is  the  particular  desire  of  the  Minister  that  tiiis  Declaration 
may  be  addressed  to  your  Excellency,  to  the  End  that  it  may  be 
made  known  in  such  Manner  as  your  Wisdom  shall  direct. 

I  am  with  eyeiy  Sentiment  of  Begardi 

your  Excellency's  most  obediant 

and  Tcry  humble  Serr^, 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

SAM'  ADAMS,  Chairmaii.* 

DirecUdf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


J.  MOERIB,  J&,,  TO  P&BSIDSNT  BbEB,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  Inclose  you  Qea^  Sullivan's  Letter  ft 
Gapt.  Langs  Memorial  of  the  24^  Aug^  last  agreeable  to  your  de- 
sire. 

I  am  T'  Excellency's 

most  Obed*  Ac., 

J.  MOBBIS,  Jr. 
1  o'clock— Dec.  18, 1778. 

*  See  CoL  Beo.  Vol.  XL  p.  646. 
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Col.  Thomas  Proctor  to  President  Beed,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  December  the  19"^,  1778. 
May  il  please  year  Exoellenoy — 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a^few  matters  that  regard  the  Batta- 
lion of  Artillery  of  this  Commonwealth  and  the  provision  neccssarv 
to  be  made  for  its  Establishment  of  Men  and  Cloathing — hoping  it 
will  meet  your  Approbation. 

Irtiy  I  Claim  the  honour  of  having  Enlisted  the  first  Company 
appointed  to  be  raised  by  the  Council  of  this  Commonwealth  in 
October  1776. 

2*^  It  is  hoped  Notwithstanding  our  being  call'd  into  the  field  in 
November  1776  to  act  as  Continental  Troops  for  the  General  Oood, 
that  we  be  not  ezcladed  from  the  advantages  that  ought  to  derive  to 
na  from  the  State  to  which  we  belong. 

3^  Provided  the  Battallion  of  Artillery  be  credited  to  the  Quota 
of  this  Commonwealtl^i  onght  not  the  Officers  and  men  be  lumish'd 
with  the  Stipend  of  Cloathing  as  granted  to  the  rest  of  her  TroopSy 
as  well  to  be  fumish'd  with  monies  to  fill  the  Battallion  with  its 
proper  Complement  of  men. 

4tbir  ^^i  f\^Q  honourable  the  Executive  Council  of  this  Common- 
wealth take  into  their  Serious  eoDfideration  a  resolve  of  Congress 
bearing  date  September  the  third,  1778,  in  favour  of  said  Battallion 
that  the  same  may  be  admitted  and  InrolFd  among  the  number  of 
her  Troops  according  to  Seniority,  and  that  the  Several  Officers  be 
promoted  to  the  vacancies  that  have  fell  in  said  Battalion  from  July 
l777  to  the  date  of  the  annex'd  List  of  Officers;  as  are  therein  in- 
WHrted. 

5^^  That  the  honourable  house  take  knowledge  of  the  distress  of 
the  Officers  of  said  Battallion,  their  want  of  Cloathing  and  direct 
measures  suitable  to  their  present  Necessities. 

I  am,  With  due  respect, 

Your  Excellencies  Obedient 

and  Most  Humble  Serv*, 

THOS.  PKOCTOK  Colonel  P.  A. 

Directed^ 

The  Honourable  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President  of  the  Common 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania.  .    . 

Vol.  VIL— 6 
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Albx.  Wiloocks  to  Tihotht  Matlack,  1778. 

PhUada..  Dec.  20tb,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  reoeiyed  last  Night  an  Extract  from  the  Minaies  of  the  Hon'ble 
Ezecative  Connoil,  dated  the  17th  Inst.,*  which  I  presume  relates 
to  the  Salt  purchased  by  Mr.  Wm.  McMortrie  and  mjself.f  Mr. 
McMartrie  is  not  in  Town — ^I  beg  the  Favour  that  you  will  inform 
the  Hon'ble  Council,  That  Mr.  John  Wilcocks  and  I,  who  are  the 
present  Ownm  of  the  Salt,  (that  remains  unsold,)  will  cheerfully 
attend  them  at  any  hour  they  shall  appoint  for  an  Enquiry  into  the 
Matter,  which  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  understand  firom  the  Manner 
in  which  the  order  is  worded,  will  prevent  their  taking  any  Measures 
to  possess  themselves  of  the  Salt. 

I  am  Sir,  Your  Most  Obedient 

Humbk  Berv't, 

ALEX.  WILCOOKS. 

Directed^ 

Timothy  Matlaok,  Esquire,  Seo'y  of  the  Hon'lo  the  Exeot've 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Mbhobial  03P  Widow,  &o.  of  Johk  RoBimTS,  1778. 

To  the  President  &  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  Jane  Boberts,  Widow  of  John  Roberts,  a&d 
her  Nine  Children,  Thomas,  Jehu,  Hannah,  Sarah,  Maiy,  Jane, 
Thamzin,  Elizabeth  &  Ann, 

Respectfully  Sheweth, 

That  on  the  28d  of  November,  they  presented  two  Petitions  to 
the  House  of  AssemUy,  the  Prayer  of  which  was  in  the  following 
Words :  ^  The  Request  which  with  Submission  we  now  make  to 
*'  this  House,  is  to  restore  to  our  afflicted  Mother  the  Dower  she 
^'  was  by  Law  entitled  to,  and  to  grant  to  us  their  Children  the 
'<  Inheritance  we  had  a  Right  to  expect,  and  which  no  act  of  om^ 
*'  has  contributed  to  forfeit.^'  And  the  same  being  read  by  direc- 
tion of  the  House,  the  following  Entry  was  made  on  the  Minuteei, 
viz. :  <<  A  Petition  from  Jane  Roberta,  Widow  of  the  late  John 
"  Roberts,  deceased,  enclosing  a  Petition  from  her  nine  Children, 
'^  praying  the  attention  of  the  House  to  their  distressed  case,  were 
''  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.''    And  not  having  been 

*  See  OoL  Reo.  Vol.  XT.  p.  646,  654. 
t  See  Arehives,  Vol.  VI.  p.  708-764. 
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lead  a  seoond  timei  or  dismissed  at  the  fir3t,  the  Memorialists  pre- 
sume the  Busiaess  lies  over  for  the  Considention  of  the  next  Session. 
And  as  the  Day  appointed  for  the  sale  of  the  principal  part  of  the 
said  Estate  will  take  place  before  the  said  meeting  of  Assembly,  the 
Memorialists  request  as  a  Favour  of  the  President  and  Executive 
Council,  that  thev  will  be  pleased  to  eive  Directions  for  postponing 
the  said  nle  untfi  such  Ume  as  the  Assembly  shall  have  given  a 
final  answer  to  their  PetitioSi  which  from  the  Nature  of  the  case 
they  flatter  themselves  might  bb  favourable;  and  as  the  Delay 
cannot  be  any  Detriment  to  the  Publick|  the  Memorialists  have  the 
more  Season  to  hope  their  Request  may  be  granted,  being  fully 
pennaded  that  the  House  as  Guardians  of  the  Rights  of  evenr 
Individual,  will  not  rdect  the  second  Reading  of  a  Petition  whicu 
asks  for  an  act  of  ulemency  towards  Persons  against  whom  na 
Crime  is  alledged.* 

Jane  Roberts,  Mary  Hunter, 

Thomas  Roberts,  Jane  Roberts,  Jun*', 

Jehu  Roberts,  Thamzb  Roberts, 

Hannah  Price,  Elizabeth  Roberts, 

Sarah  Thomas^    ^  Ann  Roberts. 


Col.  Thomab  Pbootoa  to  Pbbsidbnt  Bji]^,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  December  the  2l8t,  1778. 
Sir, 

Major  Forrest  having  acquainted  me,  that  on  waiting  on  tou 
with  my  papers  of  the  19th,f  that  yon  were  somewhat  offenaed, 
supposing  that  undue  measures  had  been  undertaken  in  procuring 
the  then  inclosed  Resolves  of  Congress,  of  Sept  8d.  In  order 
therefore  to  remove  suspicions  of  my  having  acted  in  such  a  manner, 
out  of  a  line  of  my  duty,  shall  for  your  better  informatkm  do 
myself  the  pleasure  of  submitting  two  Letters  for  your  perusal. 
Copies,  one  sent  to  the  Board  of  War,  and  one  to  Congress,  the 
former  of  which  was  handed  by  the  Board  of  War  to  Congress, 
which  probably  was  the  means  of  that  Resolve,  being  passed.  But 
previous  to  either  of  these  Letters  I  wrote  one  to  the  Honourable  the 
Executive  Council  to  the  same  effect,  and  not  receiving  any  answer 
thereto  but  verbal  from  Col.  Matlaok,  and  not  officially,  was  my 
reason  for  seeking  means  in  another  channel  to  augment  my 
Battallion,  purely  the  purpose  of  {my  being  sent  here  in  June  from 
Head  Quarters.  It  has  also  been  said  by  a  member  of  the  house, 
that  I  have  been  heard  to  say  I  never  would  leave  the  State  again 
with  my  Battallion,  and  that  by  such  profession  some  members 


*  See  pages  21- 
t  See  page  121. 
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were  prejudiced  to  my  disadrantage.  I  remember  in  discourse 
with  Colonel  Bayard,  on  his  Interogating  me  with  respect  to  a 
supposed  difference  between  tne  and  the  Commander  of  the 
Artillery,  that  I  delivered  myself  to  him  in  some  such  words,  but 
'it  proceeded  from  a  different  Impulse  of  mind  to  which  the  Colonel 
Imputed  it ;  and  give  me  leave  to  assure  you,  that  I  have  oft  Com- 
plained against  my  folly  in  giving  the  preference  to  a  Continental 
Commission  before  that  of  the  State,  and  as  a  farther  Indication  of 
my  not  being  duly  understood  by  Col.  Bayard,  that  General  Cad- 
wallader  may  be  asked  the  question,  the  message  I  beg'd  him  to 
deliver  his  Excellency  General  Washington  before  the  battle  of 
Monmouth,  anxious  to  join  the  grand  army,  believing  Laurels  were 
ready  to  be  shared,  was  unhappy  to  bo  absent ;  the  same  request  I 
made  to  General  Arnold  when  our  Troops  lay  at  White  plains^  & 
that  a  part  of  my  Battallion  at  least  might  be  permitted  to  join  his 
Excellency ;  which  I  would  command^  leaving  the  residue  for  the 
defence  of  this  City.  In  short,  I  can  say  with  truth  I  have  ever 
obeyed  the  orders  of  my  superiors  with  becoming  alaerity,  and  none 
can  charge  me  with  not  having  strictly  done  my  duty.  I  exceed- 
ingly lament  that  my  Battallion  have  so  much  cause  of  complaint 
and  their  necessities  so  little  attended  to,  especially  as  the  lott  haa 
falFn  on  me  to  remonstrate  when  it  is  necessary  in  their  behalf. 
The  act  of  laying  before  you  the  promotions  due  to  my  officers, 
conceived  to  be  a  duty  Incumbent  on  me  to  prevent  their  repeated 
complaints,  leaving  the  issue  and  determination  to  those  whom  it 
conoerned  to  adjust — and  as  to  an  Insidious  report  of  Rations  being 
drawn  for  more  men  than  actually  were  contained  in  the  BattallioUi 
it  is  without  foundation^  utterly  false,  and  no  man  dare  to  assert  iu 

I  am;  your  Excellency's 

Obed't  and  most  h'ble  serv't, 

THOM'S  PROCTOR.* 
IHreetedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  Hon'ble  the 
Executive  Council|  Philadelphia. 

*  See  answer,  Deo.  81,  page  1S6. 
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Council  to  Gov*  John  Morris^  Gov.  o?  Md.,  1778. 

la  Coanoil, 

Philada,  Dec  21ftt,  1778. 
Sir, 

A  tramoript  of  the  late  act  of  assembly,  intituled  an  act  to  prohibit 
for  a  limited  time  the  making  of  Whiskey  &  other  spirit  from  "Wheat, 
Rye  or  any  other  sort  of  Grain,  or  from  Meal  or  flonr,  properly 
authenticated,  being  wanted  for  the  information  of  the  Oovemor  of 
Maryland  ]  the  Legislature  of  that  State  having  passed  a  similar  Law,* 
to  have  operation  in  case  this  State,  Delaware  &  Virginia  concur  in 
the  prohibition,  You  are  therefore  desired  as  soon  as  possible  to 
furnish  me  with  the  same,  in  order  that  the  request  of  his  JBzcellency 
Governor  Johnston  may  be  complied  with.  Other  Copies  will  be 
proper  to  send  to  the  Governors  of  Virginia  k  New  Jersey,  ft  the 
P)re»id*  of  Delaware. 

The  minutes  of  Assembly  direct  the  publication  of  their  Resolves 
of  the  28^  of  November  last  oonoerning  a  convention  to  be  published 
in  the  News-papers,  for  one  month.  It  is  not  necessary  to  remind 
yon  of  this  generally,  but  I  recommend  that  they  be  inserted  in  the 
New^Mipers  published  in  Trenton  &  Baltimore,  as  they  have  a  circu- 
lation through  some  of  our  oountiesi  perhaps  superior  to  those  of  this 
City. 

Council  are  of  opinion,  that  publication  of  the  instructions  to 
Delegates  of  this  State  of  the  30tb  Nov'  last,  as  they  respect  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  Connecticut  ft  Virginia,  ft  foreign  Alli- 
ancesy  would  be  useful. 

JOSEPH  REED,  President. 

P.  S.  The  Express  from  Annapolis  returns  at  2,  afternoon. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  John  Morris,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. 


Robert  Moe&is  to  Council,  1778. 

Philada.  Dec  28d,  1778. 
Genf, 

I  delivered  to  your  order  in  August  last  814  muskets,  800  Gun 
locks  &  1000  Gun  screws,  being  part  of  a  larger  parcell  that  were 
shipped  by  Mr.  John  Ross  for  account  of  the  State,  in  a  ship  that 
was  blown  of  the  Coast  last  Fall  ft  put  into  Cape  Francois  were  the 
Cargo  was  landed ;  the  quantity  on  board  that  ship  was  1000  muskets 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  647. 
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for  this  state  &  500  intended  for  the  State  of  Maryland.  In  landing 
&  storing  at  the  GapOi  many  of  the  Ohesta  were  broke  ueai  the  arms 
beeame  mixed,  so  that  it  cannot  be  distinguished  which  were  for  that 
or  which  for  this  state,  for  this  reason  I  delivered  to  Pensylvania  Ids 
of  what  did  arrive  before,  &  shall  do  the  same  with  the  rest  as  they 
come  to  hand.  I  have  now  rec'd  250  mnskets  more  of  these  pareelb 
&  am  ready  to  deliver  to  your  order  167  of  them.  I  paid  the  freight 
of  the  last  parcell  from  the  Cape  agreeable  to  the  inclosed  bill  £462. 
12«.  of  the  freight  of  167  muskets  valued  at  £9  ^  is  £1603  at  10 
^ct  is  £160.  6.  0.,  so  that  the  freight  of  both  parcells  amount  ta 
ic622.  I85.,  this  Curr'y,  and  I  presume  you  will  think  it  right  to  grant 
me  an  order  ou  the  Treasurer  for  this  sum }  the  former  parcell  were 
valued  by  Wm.  fiLenry  of  Lancaster  &  James  Pearson  at  £9  or  24 
Doll"  each,  &  that  price  the  Board  of  war  paid  me  for  those  intended 
for  Maryland,  consequently  the  freight  was  charged  on  the  proper 
value,  the  present  parcell  were  they  to  be  valued  I  suppose  woud  be 
set  higher  as  every  thing  else  has  risen,  but  being  myself  part  owner 
of  the  vessels  that  brouj^t  on  these  muskets,  I  do  not  wish  to  raise 
the  freights.  I  will  continue  to  give  orders  for  bringing  over  the 
rooiainder  of  these  arms  as  fast  as  I  can  find  opportunitiea  to  take 
them  in  on  fr*. 

And  with  great  respect, 

I  remain  Geot* 

your  obed.  hble  Serv*, 

ROB'T  MORRIS.* 

Dirededf. 
To  His  Ex'cy  the  President  &  Honble  Council  of  Pensylvania. 


State  of  Pennsylvania, 

To  the  Owners  of  Brig'  Retaliation,  D'. 

1778,  Sept'.     For  the  freight  of  314  muskets  Imported  in  said  Brig' 

from  Cape  Nicola  Mole  &  delivered  to  Cap'  Jos. 
Stiles,  ^  his  rec^,  valued  by  Mess**  Wm.  Henry  b 
James  Pearson  at  £9  ^  is    .  £2826 

800  Oun  Locks,    @  45s,  .      1800  0 

^— ^■— ^^— w*^ 

£4626  0 


Freight  of  the  above  %  Bill  of  Loading  &  Custom  at 
10  f  ct  is £162  12 


*  See  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  663. 
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ObH.  WASHIXeTON  TO  PfiBSIDBNT  BSBD,   1778. 

Sir, 

I  had  not  the  honor  of  reoeiving  your  Ezoellency's  favor  of  jee- 
ierday  till  late  in  the  evening.  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  high  mark 
of  esteem  and  attention  intended  me  by  the  Supreme  Execntire 
Connelly  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  the  honor  of  their  visit  at 
11  o'elook  this  morning. 

I  thank  yon  for  the  polite  manner  in  which  yon  have  been  pleased 
to  convey  their  desire  for  that  purpose,  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure  yon 
of  the  perfeot  Esteem  and  Respect  with  which  I  am, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  oV  Serv*| 

Q-  WASHINGTON. 
Chestnut  Street,  24th  Decem',  1778. 


P&SSIDENT  OF  COKaRBSS  TO  PrESIDBNT  OV  COUNCIL,  1778. 

The  President  of  Congress  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Preside 
of  the  State,  and  sends  him  by  M'  James  Trumbull  twelve  Commis- 
sions for  private  vessels  of  war,  with  an  equal  number  of  Bonds  & 
Instructions. 

PhiUwlelphia,  24  Deo',  1778. 

Direded. 

[is  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 


Pbs8*t  of  Council  to  Gbn.  Washington,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Counoil  of  this  State  have  been  favoured  with  your  Excell'ys 
Letter  of  the  17th'*'  Inst,  proposing  to  regulate  the  Intercourse  be- 
tween the  Inhabitants  of  these  States  &  the  Enemy  at  New  York,  so 
as  that  Flag  Boats  maypass  at  stated  Periods  onlv.  In  answer  to 
which  I  have  now  the  Honour  to  acquaint  your  £zcell'y  that  tliis 
Board  entirely  approve  thereof  &  as  soon  as  the  Times  are  fixed  & 
the  lU^gulations  communicated  will  grant  their  licences  conformably. 

*  See  page  119. 
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This  Board  having  been  authorized  by  the  late  Assembly  to  supply 
the  troops  with  certain  enumerated  articles  at  a  Price  more  propor- 
tioned to  their  Pay,  than  the  present  rates,  we  should  be  much 
obliged  to  your  Excellency  to  be  informed  in  what  Manner  other 
States  have  conducted  this  Business,  what  checks  there  are  upon  the 
Issues,  &  upon  the  issuing  Officer,  k  what  allowance  is  made  him  t 
whether  the  Officers  of  the  State  direct  the  Issues  when  the' articles 
are  delivered  tt  Camp,  or  the  military  Gentlemen  do  it. 

Our  wishes  to  promote  the  comfort  &  Batisfaction  of  the  Troops 
will  we  trust  apologize  to  your  ExcelFy  for  giving  you  this  trouble, 
as  we  are  «nzious  to  forward  the  supplies  &  put  the  Issues  on  the 
most  satisfactory  Footing. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  very  great  Respect, 

Your  Exoeiry  most 

obcd.  Hble.  Serv*.* 

< 

Dec.  26th,  1778,  To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


Resolution  ov  Ookgrbss,  1778. 

In  Congress,  Dee  26, 1778. 

A  letter  of  21  from  Abraham  Clark,  esq.,  of  New  Jersey  was  read 
enclosing  affidavits  respecting  the  conduct  of  brig.  Maxwell  in  resisting 
a  writ  of  habeas  Corpus. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  com<^«  of  three. 

Jan'y  2, 1779. 

The  com''^  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  A.  Clark  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  brig'  Maxwell  brought  in  a  report. 

Jan'y  30, 1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  onf 
the  letter  from  Mr.  A.  Clark  respecting  the  conduct  of  brig.  Maxwell 
after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to 
Monday. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

*  ^ee  answer  p.  129.  f  See  page  188. 
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G£ic.  Washington  to  Febst.  Ebed,  1778. 

PhUadelphia,  Dec'  27th,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  have  had  tbe  Honor  to  reoeive  Tour  Ezoelleno/s  Letter  of 
Yeeterdftj* — tnd  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  it  ia  not  in  my  power 
to  inform  the  Gonnoil  with  precision,  in  the  several  points  of  their 
inquiry.  The  State  supplies  of  oloathing  hitherto  sent  to  camp,  have 
been  Imt  small  and  partial.  These  I  Mlieve  haye  been  generally 
iasned  by  officers  appointed  by  the  respective  StateB,  and  conformably 
to  their  instructions.  It  is  probable  the  General  officers  of  their  line 
have  had  some  direction  in  the  matter  to  promote  a  fair  and  proper 
distribution.  I  am  equally  at  a  loss  as  to  the  prices  at  which  the 
goods  have  been  furnished,  but  have  heard  that  they  were  moderate 
and  reasonablci  nor  can  I  toll  what  allowances  have  been  made  the 
issuing  officers.  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  add  that  there  is  a 
Gentleman  now  in  the  city,  a  Mr.  Moss,  who  has  some  Stores  under 
his  care  from  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  her  Troops.  It  is  more  than 
probable  if  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  should  judge  it  material 
that  you  may  without  difficulty  derive  from  him  information  both 
of  the  manner  and  the  terms  on  which  the  delivery  of  the  articles  in 
his  hands  is  conducted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  esteem  &  respect, 

Your  Bxcellency's  most 

obed.  &  most  hum.  Serv*,  ^ 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
Dtreetedf 

His  Bxcellency  Jos.  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


L.  Sproqbll  to  Pbesident  Bbeb,  1778. 

PhUadelphia,  Dec  29**,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  returned  from  Lancaster  yesterday,  where  I  mustered  the 
Onard  of  the  Convention  Troops,  and  now  have  the  Honour  to 
inclose  yon  a  return  thereof.  I  tidce  this  opportunity  to  inform  you 
I  have  not  received  any  pay  since  26th  Novembert  1777.  At  the 
same  time  beg  leave  further  to  inform  yon  that  the  first  of  Jannaiy, 
1777,  my  pay  was  raised  to  Colonels^ Loss  than  that  was  then 

•  See  page  127. 
6* 
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thoa*  inadequiite  to  mj  Services,  Since  which  everything  has  risen 
to  an  extravigant  price.  The  paj  isnot  at  present  nor  has  it  heen  for 
a  oonsiderahle  time  past  sufficient  for  the  Maintenance  of  an  Officer 
with  a  family,  and  the  Ezpence  of  Travelling  is  still  more  extravi- 
gant }  the  last  Joamey,  heing  oat  fifteen  days,  cost  me  upwards  of 
forty  five  pounds.  I  request  your  Excellency  with  the  Honorable 
Gouncill  will  please  to  take  the  premises  into  consideration  and 
grant  mo  such  further  allowance  as  you  may  think  proper  and  order 
me  payment — I  must  assure  you  I  am  now  much  in  want  of  money. 
I  have  been  withheld  from  making  this  application  a  great  while 
from  the  Consideration  of  hearing  a  general  <$omplaint  of  the  want 
of  Cash  in  the  Treasury."^ 

I  am  your  Excellencys  and 

The  Honorable  Councills 

Most  Obedient 

Very  hum.  Serv* 

LOD'K  SPROGELL,  M.  M.  O.  of  P. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Proclamation    op   pardon  to    prisoners    under   test 

LAWS,  1778. 

The  Supreme  executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  To  all  to  whom 
these  Presents  shall  come  greeting.  ^ 

Whereas,  by  virtue  &  in  Pursuance  of  sundry  laws  of  this 
Common  Wealth  heretofore  passed  &  enacted  for  the  better  security 
of  the  Government  thereof  divers  Persons  have  been  apprehended  & 
in  due  Course  of  Law  committed  to  Prison  having  been  convicted  of 
pertinaciously  refusing  to  take  the  several  Oaths  or  Affirmations 
required  l>y  the  §  Laws  from  the  Subjects  of  this  State  &  many  of 
the  Persons  so  charged  &  convicted  do  now  remain  in  several  of  the 
Prisons  of  this  State.  And  Whereas  by  Act  of  Assembly  passed  at 
the  last  Sessions  &  dated  the  fifth  Day  of  Decern*'  last  in  titled  a 
farther  Supplement  to  the  act  intitled  an  act  for  the  better  Security 
of  Government,  all  the  Pains,  Penalties  &  Disabilities  imposed  by  any 
former  acts  of  Assembly  (except  those  of  electing  &  being  elected 
or  appointed  to  any  office  or  Place  of  Trust  or  Profit  or  serving  on 
Juries)  were  declared  from  thenceforth  to  cease  &  determine ;  now 
know  y«  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania  duly  considering  the  Nature,  Purport  & 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  656. 
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Tendency  of  the  s^  iMt  of  Assembly  &  also  the  GireoiBfltances  & 
•itnation  of  the  s^  Prisoners  Have  pardoned,  remitted  &  released  & 
by  these  Presents  do  pardon,  remit  &  release  unto  the  s*  Parties 
A  every  of  them  bo  standing  charged  &  convicted  as  af,  by  whatso- 
ever Name  or  Names  they  may  be  called  or  known,  all  &  every,  the 
s*  crime  or  offence  of  Recusancy  as  af,  &  all  Punishments,  Pains  & 
Penalties  inflteted  by  any  of  the  s'  Laws,  or  any  Judgment  of  any 
Court  of  Laws  thereupon,  other  than  any  Fine  or  Fines  duly  imposed 
by  any  of  the  s^  Court  or  Courts  of  Law  in*  this  Commonwealth. 
And  do,  by  these  Presents,  hereby  supersede  all  Warrants  or  orders 
of  Commitment,  or  Detainers  whatsoever,  heretofore  issued  by  any 
Coart,  Justice  of  Peace  or  other  Persons  in  Authority,  under  this 
Commonwealth,  except  as  herein  before  mentioned.  And  all  Sheriffii, 
CorooeiBi  Under  Sherifis,  Gaolers  A  others,  are  hereby  authorised  & 
required,  on  payment  of  Prison  Fees  k  other  Fees,  to  enlarge  and 
set  at  Liberty  ail  Persons  committed  or  detained  by  Season  of  the 
Premises  for  which  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  Warrant  Being 
not  willing  that  the  s^  Recusants  or  any  of  them  shall  be  farther 
molested  vj  any  Sheriff,  .Justice,  Bailiff,  or  other  our  Ministers  or 
Successors,  or  be  aggrieved  or  disturbed  in  any  thing,  by  occasion  of 
the  Premises,  except  for  any  fines  as  herein  before  menf.  And 
being  also  willing  that  their  Letters  Patents  (as  to  all  &  singular, 
the  Premises  aforement^)  be  &  remain  good,  firm,  valid  &  effectual 
in  LaW|  aliho'  the  Crime  &  Offences  af  be  not  fully  set  forth,  &  that 
Release,  Remission  &  Exoneration  of  all  &  every  the  s^  Recusants 
be  in  all  Courts  within  this  Common  Wealth  &  elsewhere  interpreted 
&  adjudged  in  the  most  favourable  sense  for  their  more  sure  Dis- 
charge &  also  be  pleaded  &  allowed  in  all  the  s*  Courts  without  any 
other  Writ,  Grant  or  Declaration  in  that  Behalf  obtained  or  to  be 
obtained.  Any  Defect  or  Despots  in  these  Letters  Patent  contained, 
or  any  Act,  Ordinance,  Provision,  Proclamation  or  Restriction  or 
any  other  Thing,  Cause  or  Matter  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  hereof| 
in  any  wise  notwithstand*.    In  testimony  whereof  we  have,  &o. 

Jndar$edf 

1778,  December  29th,  Pardon  to  all  persons  who  have  been  oon- 
fieed  in  Gaol  agreeable  to  the  Teat  laws. 


Gbx'l  J.  McIntosh  to  Y.  P.  Bryak,  1778. 

Fort  Pitt,  29<^.December,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

As  I  have  given  tho  particniars  of  an  Expedition  to  our  friend; 
General  Armstrong,  by  Colo.  Bayard,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  yon 
to  him,  &  shall  only  inform  you,  that  notwithstanding  the  season 
was  80  late,  that  we  could  not  get  a  sufficiency  of  supplies,  k  the  men 


182  PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVBS  1778. 

80  Tedious  before  they  came  &  Joined  me,  with  many  other  ]Mffi« 
cultiefl  I  had  to  eDcoanter ;  I  erected  a  good  strong  Fort  for  the 
Reception  &  Security  of  Prisoners  &  stores,  upon  the  Indian  side  of 
Ohio  below  Beaver  Greek,  with  Barracks  for  a  Regiment ;  and 
another  npon  the  Mnskingam  River,  where  Oolo.  Bocquette  had  one 
formerly  near  Tuscorawas,  abont  100  Miles  West  of  this  place,  which 
I  expect  will  keep  the  Savages  in  aw,  &  Secore  the  peace  of  the  i 

frontiers  effectnally  in  this  qaarter  hereafter  if  they  are  well  snp> 
ported,  &  aliK)  &cilitate  any  fatore  Enterprises  that  may  be  attempted  \ 

that  way.  But  I  most  observe  to  yon,  that  all  the  Militia  I  had 
were  from  the  State  of  Yirginiai  &  none  from  Pennsylvania,  nor 
would  they  be  of  any  Service  if  they  were  willing,  &  had  Joined  me, 
as  yonr  present  Militia  Law,  I  understand,  allows  them,  or,  which 
comes  to  the  same  thing,  does  not  obliee  them  to  serve  above  two 
Months,  one  half  of  which  will  eommomy  be  taken  up  in  collecting 
them  together  &  the  other  half  with  Incumbrances,  Disappointment^ 
&c.,  alwava  incident  to  Expeditions  carryed  on  to  any  Distance,  will 
not  enable  them  to  perform  near  the  march,  before  they  are  for 
retnming  home  again ;  &  one  may  as  well  attempt  stopping  the 
current  of  a  River,  as  Militia  wheu  their  times  are  out. 

I  mention  this  Ineonveniency  of  your  Milida  Law  as  it  now 
stands,  to  you,  Sir,  in  hopes  that  yon  will  endeavour  to  have  it 
altered  as  soon  as  possible,  at  least  before  we  are  ready  for  a  Cam- 
paign in  the  Spring ;  that  if  any  advantage  or  Honor  is  acquired  by 
it,  your  State  may  have  its  share :  it  suffers  as  much,  or  more  than 
any  other  from  the  Incursions  of  the  Savages,  therefore  yonr  own 
Interest,  &  Justice  to  the  sufferers,  as  well  as  the  reputation  of  the 
State  demands  every  possible  assistance  to  retaliate  &  cheque  their 
repeated  Barbarities  and  Ravages  upon  the  poor  helpless  &  peaceable 
Inhabitants  of  your  Country.  &  in  my  humble  opinion,  without  a 
Law  is  framed  to  oblige  y*  to  serve  for  six  Months  (if  so  long 
required)  from  the  time  they  all  appear  at  the  place  appointed  by  a 
Commaziding  officer  for  them  to  rendevous,  &  be  made  more  Co- 
ercive, or  until  relieved  by  another  Draft  if  there  should  be  occasion; 
it  will  answer  no  valuable  purpose.  And  should  it  be  objected  that 
this  would  be  an  Infringement  upon  their  Liberty,  let  such  Law 
continue  or  be  in  force  only  in  such  circumstances  as  we  are  now  in, 
or  at  least  until  the  Savages  are  subdued  &  our  frontiers  safe.  I 
find  there  is  an  unhappy  contest  for  Territory  Subsisting  here  between 
your  State  &  Virginia,  in  which  I  have  carefully  avoided  interfering 
or  having  the  least  concern  in,  as  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  remedy 
it,  altho'  often  applied  to  by  both  sides,  and  only  mention  it  now, 
to  observe  &  Submit  it  to  you,  if  any  part  of  your  Claim  should  be 
conquered  without  your  assistance  whether  it  would  not  weaken  your 

{retentions,  &  add  proportionable  force  to  those  who  gave  the  greatest 
elp  towards  it  But  I  will  submit  these  Reasonings  to  the  Wisdom 
of  your  Legislature,  &  hope  you  will  not  think  it  Impertinent  or 
Improper  in  my  present  situation  that  I  request  you  to  propose  this 
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altentioQ  to  (hem,  as  I  know  &  Imve  ezperieDoed  it  to  be  neoeanrj 
in  the  presenl  critical  sitoation  of  this  Department. 

With  every  mark  of  Respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  1>  Sir, 

Your  most  ob*  Hble  Serv^i 

LACH-  McINTOSH, 

Command*  west  of  the  Mono*. 

The  bearer  Col*  Be  Gambraj  has  aooompanjred  me  since  I  have 
been  here,  &  can  give  any  information  required  respecting  the  cir* 
cnmstancea  of  this  department,  he  is  a  Gentlemen  of  real  Merit| 
&  beg  Leave  to  introduce  him  to  your  acquaintance. 

J)treet€dy 

Public  Service. 

The  Honble  Oeorffc  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
Favoured  by  Colo.  Cambray. 


Pktbr  Db  Haven  to  Council,  1778. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

Understanding  that  Council  Judge  it  not  necessary  to  continue 
the  Gun  Factory  any  longer  at  the  expence  of  the  State.  We  the 
aubflcribers  having  consulted  each  other,  have  agreed,  (that  as  there 
18  a  quantity  of  materials  and  Artificer's  tools  on  hand,  and  tolerable 
good  shop  for  workine,  as  also  a  number  of  workmen  that  have  con- 
tinued with  us  since  the  Institution,  who,  if  the  Factory  should  be 
broke  up,  will  be  thrown  out  of  business  in  this  inclement  season,)  to 
take  it  into  Co-partnership,  Provided  that  the  Council,  from  a  eon- 
mderalion  of  our  unwearied  endeavours  to  serve  the  Publick  for  these 
Three  years  past  in  this  department,  and  the  expensiveness  of  living, 
ahali  be  induced  to  let  us  have  it  on  the  following  Terms,  Vii. 

l**  That  you  will  allow  us  the  materials  now  on  hand  at  the  first 
cost. 

2'  That  in  case  you  allow  us  the  Materials,  you  will  take  the  new 
guns  we  may  make  of  the  Barrels  now  on  hand  at  the  rate  they  have 
been  hitherto  charsed,  viz.,  £10  each. 

3'  That  you  will,  in  preference  to  any  other  workmen,  allow  ua 
the  repairs  of  such  State  Guns  as  may  require  to  be  done. 

4  That  in  case  of  any  future  luTasion  of  the  State  by  the  Enemyi 
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whether  Goniioil  will  impower  as  to  impress  waggons  for  the  porpoee 
of  removing  the  Mateiiels. 

Ify  Gentlemen,  the  above  proposals  should  be  agreeable  to  you,  we 
will  endeavour  to  have  an  Invoice  of  the  Materials,  made  out  to  lay 
before  you  as  soon  as  possible.  The  whole  is  submitted  to  your 
consideration,  by,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servants, 

PETER  De  haven, 


BENJ'N  RITTENHOUSB, 
H.  Dk  HAVEN.* 


December  the  11%  1778. 


Council  to  Fire  Companies,  1778. 

Coundl  Chamber,  Deo.  29, 1778. 

The  President  &  Council  having  considered  the  very  great  danger 
to  which  the  City  is  exposed  by  Accidents  of  Fire  at  this  Severe 
Season,  the  unprovided  State  of  the  Inhabitanta  with  Regard  to  the 
Fire  Engines,  Buckets,  &o.,  do  most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the 
Citizens  to  revive  the  laudable  Institutions  of  Fire  Companies  which 
former  Experience  has  proved  to  be  so  beneficial,  &  in  the  mean 
Time  this  Board  will  take  such  farther  Measures  for  the  Security  of 
the  City  and  its  Inhabitants  against  thia  Calamity  as  present  Cir- 
cumstances will  admit. 


Council  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1778. 

Philada,  Dec.  Slst,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Council  observe  with  great  concern  that  since  the  late  ap- 
pointment of  Delegates  in  Congress  this  State  is  seldom  represented 
by  more  than  two  Delegates,  and  sometimes  only  by  one,  which  is 
attended  with  great  inconvenience  to  the  Continent  in  general,  and 
prejudice  to  this  State  in  partioular.f 

♦  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  641. 

f  See  Colon.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.  p.  C19.    This  paper  is  apparently  unfiniahed. 
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Pbes.  Rbed  to  Col.  Thomas  Proctor,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  favour  with  the  enclosures*,  wlncb  I  have  per- 
used and  shall  laj  before  the  Council.  When  the  Gentlemen  of 
your  regiment  applied  for  the  stopping  the  cloathing  ordered  on  to 
the  Armjy  it  became  necessary  to  consider  in  what  relation  it  stood 
to  the  ^tate,  and  how  the  other  regiments  of  Artillery  raised  in 
other  States  were  considered.  This  led  to  some  of  the  observations 
which  I  communicated  to  Major  Forrest,  and  I  might  have  added 
that  it  was  observed  that  applications  were '  only  made  to  the  State 
when  some  favour  was  to  be  asked,  for  the  authority  or  direction  of 
the  State  did  not  seem  to  be  noticed  on  any  occasion.  This  is  a 
situation  neither  honorable  for  the  Council,  beneficial  to  the  pub- 
lick,  nor  proper  for  the  Gentlemen  themselves,  who  lose  solid  advan- 
tages for  mere  empty  gratifications.  Two  Instances  occurred  in 
this  very  business,  the  first  in  your  having  applied  to  Congress  to 
make  so  important  a  Change  of  your  battalion  without  consulting 
this  Council  or  authority  of  this  State  on  the  subject,  and  the  other 
of  a  general  promotion  of  all  the  officers  on  the  death  of  Lieutenant 
Col*.  Strobogh, — Whereas,  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  no  pro- 
motions should  take  place  but  thro'  the  authority  of  the  State,  or  in 
special  cases  immediately  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  or  Congress. 
Major  Forests  merit  is  too  well  known  to  suppose  that  the  objection 
is  to  him,  but  if  we  do  not  make  it  in  the  case  of  a  good  officer,  we 
shall  be  charged  with  partiality  if  we  make  it  in  any.  I  shall  there- 
fore frankly  declare  that  I  did  not  think  a  proper  respect  had  been 
pa^  to  the  authority  of  the  State  in  delivering  me  a  list  of  all  the 
promoted  officers,  without  taking  the  least  notice  of  us  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  this  in  the  absence  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  without 
any  special  appointment  of  Congress.  Yon  must  not  therefore  be 
surprised  that  if  passing  us  by  on  other  occasions,  when  the  favours 
of  the  State  are  dispensed,  we  should  take  the  occasion  to  express 
our  notice  of  the  slight,  and  intimate  to  you  that  you  may  be  in 
danger  of  being  passed  by  too,  for  tho'  we  are  tender  of  your  rights 
we  are  noi  insensible  of  our  own. 

The  defective  state  of  the  regiment  when  it  was  lately  called  into 
service  to  go  to  Egg-Harbour,  I  spoke  of  by  respect,  tho'  the  Board 
of  War  on  a  late  occasion  confirmed  it.  While  we  considered  you 
as  belonging  to  the  Continent,  we  did  not  deem  ourselves  bound  to 
intermeddle,  but  if  you  chuse  to  be  considered  as  of  our  quota,  and 
under  a  participation  of  the  advantages  of  such  troops,  we  shall 
expect  you  to  submit  to  our  direction  so  far  as  to  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  men,  officers,  &c*,  that  equal  Justice  may  bo  done  to  the  other 
troops. 

*  Seepage  128. 
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I  think  it  right  to  observe  that  it  was  a  member  of  Connoil  who 
reported  the  oonyeraation  said  to  have  passed  at  the  valley  forge,  and 
not  Oolooel  Bayard.     I  am  glad  to  find  he  is  mistaken. 

I  have  now  only  to  add  that  from  my  connections  with  the  army 
it  must  be  sapposed  their  interests  will  ever  meet  with  my  care  and 
attention,  but  J  most  also  observe  that  heretofore  there  has  been  in 
too  many  Instances  a  want  of  attention  to  the  authority  of  the  State 
which  I  hope  in  future  will  not  happen,  for  unless  some  reason  or 
objection  should  occur  which  at  present  I  am  not  acquainted  with,  I 
will  endeavour  to  have  the  resolve  of  Congress  in  your  favour  reooff- 
nized,  which  it  never  has  been  by  the  State,  and  entitle  you  to  uL 
the  benefits  of  a  regiment  on  the  line.  But  I  think  it  would  be 
done  in  the  most  proper  manner  by  a  respectfull  application  to  the 
Council  for  that  purpose.  I  have  sent  ^ou  enclosed  a  resolve  of 
Congress  upon  the  subject  of  promotion  in  case  of  Vacancy,  which 
will  be  communicated  to  the  whole  Penna*  line,  and  I  hope  con- 
formed to  in  future  for  the  mutual  benefit  and  honour  of  the  State 
and  Army. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  duo  regard, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

JOSEPH  HEED. 


Council  to  Nkwspapke  Pbintbrs,  1779. 

Phihd*,  January  !•«,  1779. 
Sir,  I  J     f 

I  am  directed  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  request,  that  you  will  please  to  forward  to  them 
Your  Paper  weekly,  beginning  with  the  present  year.  The  Council 
wish  to  have  them  forwarded  m  such  manner  as  to  afibrd  the  best 
chance  of  their  having  their  files  compleat.  The  terms  of  payment 
will  be  complied  with  agreeable  to  your  order. 

I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

T.  M.* 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XI.  p.  654. 
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Gbk.  Roberdeau  to  Pees.  Reed,  1779. 

GongreaS;  Jan'  !•*,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  proeeedings  of  Congress  respecting  the  Hon^**  Chief  Jostiee 
MeKean  and  General  Thomson  are  ordered  to  he  made  out  immedi« 
ately,  and  shall  he  famish  to  The  Hon*^*  The  Cooncil,  agreeable  to 
their  desire,  signified  in  a  Letter  from  jou  to  the  Delegates  of  thia 
state  of  yesterday's  date,  with  which  ^they  are  jast  now  honored.  I 
am^  with  the  Oomp^  of  the  season.  Sir, 

Y»  most  oh.  k  very 

hum.  ser., 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU* 
Dtrectect, 

His  Excelleney,  Joseph  Seed,  Esqnire,  President  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylyania. 


Mr.  Holeer  to  Pees.  Reeb,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  y*  4th  January,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  present  will  he  presented  to  yon  by  my  Servant  Jones,  who 
has,  by  his  vigilance,  discovered  the  roben  who  have  carried  off  the 
floor  left  in  my  cellar.  I  request  that  your  Excellency  will  please 
to  give  the  necessary  Directions,  so  as  the  men  secured  may  be  duly 
punished.  It  is  possible  that  by  them,  manny  other  thieves,  &  their 
ewrespondents,  may  be  discovered,  I  therefore  think  it  my  duty  to 
submit  the  matter  to  your  Excellency's  better  judgment,  who's 
adviee  &  directions  I  shall  gratefully  follow  on  this  or  any  other 
occasion. 

I  remain,  with  due  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

&  verry  humble  Servant^ 

HOLEER. 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  669. 
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Bbpobt  to  CoNaRBSS  iH  CASH  OF  Gek.  Maxwbll,  1779. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Referred  the  letter  from  Abraham 
Clark,  Esq"^,  &  the  Depositions  inclos'd  therein,  beg  leave  to  report, 

That  it  appears  to  yoar  Committee  that  Brigd''  Gen^  Maxwell  is 
charged  on  Oath  with  misdemeaoor^  w^  amounts  to  a  high  Contempt 
of  the  Civil  Authority  of  the  state  of  New  Jersej;  but  (liat  the  testi- 
mony is  ezparte. 

That  the  tryal  shon'd  be  by  the  powers  declared  Competent  by  the 
Laws  of  New  Jersey  as  the  offence  is  supposed  to  be  committed. 

Whereupon  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  Gen^  Washington 
be  directed  to  order  another  Officer  to  the  Command  on  w^^  Gen^ 
Maxwell  now  is,  &  to  order  Gen^  Maxwell  to  remain  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  without  any  particular  Command,  until  the  further 
order  of  Congress ;  &  that  Gen^  Washington  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  Governor  of  the  said  State. 

Your  Committee  ate  of  opiuion  that  it  wOuld  be  premature  to  take 
any  other  Resolution  relative  to  Gen^  Maxwell  until  the  Issue  of  a 
leeal  Trial  by  his  Country  shall  be  known. 

M'  Duane,  M'  Burk  &  M'  Fell. 

IndorsemenL 

Janr'y  2**,  1779.  Report  of  Committee  of  Congress  in  the  case  of 
Gen^  Maxwell'*' 


Prbsidbht  Bebb  xo  Pbbsibbnt  of  Coukcil  OB  Massa- 

GfltJSBTISy  1779. 

Sir, 

The  very  great  Respect  which  I  havci  both  in  a  pubUck  &  private 
Character,  for  the  Hon.  Board  at  which  you  preside,  as  well  as  Ven- 
eration for  the  State  to  whose  Services  &  Sufferings  America  is  so 
much  indebted,  have  induced  me  to  address  you  ny  the  Hands  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Temple,  &  to  state  some  Particulars,  which  may  eluci- 
date the  Conduct  pursued  by  Persons  in  Autii'  here  with  Respect  to 
that  Gentleman.  As  his  Views  of  Busines  seemed  wholly  directed 
to  the  Hon.  Congress,  I  had  only  the  Favour  of  a  Visit  from  him, 
&  not  being  within  to  receive  it,  had  no  Communication  of  the  very 
honourable  Testimonials  which  he  had  brought  from  his  native  State. 
The  Suspicions  &  Rumors  which  circulated  very  freely  for  some 
Time,  occasioned  a  very  general  Caution  &  Diffidence,  but,  I  believe, 
attended  with  no  Act  of  disrepect ;  &  in  this  Train  Matters  would 
probably  have  continued  without  any  publie  Notioe  of  Mr.  Temple  on 
the  Part  of  the  State.  But,  on  the  14**  Inst.,  a  Committee  of  Con- 
gress communicated  to  me,  as  President  of  the  State,  the  enclosed 

*  Bee  page  128. 
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Beflolve,  BtatiDg  at  tbe  same  tim^  {h&t  M'  l^emple  was  considered  hj 
that  bonoarable  Body  as  an  Object  of  tbat  ResoWe,  &  requesting 
me  to  cooperate  witb  tbem  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

In  order  that  it  might  be  done  with  tbe  greatest  Attention  to  Hy 
Temple's  Feelings,  t  sent  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Council  to  wait  on 
bim  &  request  bis  Company  at  my  own  House,  on  tbe  Evening  of 
the  18^.  There,  two  of  the  Committee,  Tbe  Hon.  M'  Drayton  & 
Mr.  McKean  also  attended,  Mr.  Duane  declining  being  present-— The 
Vice  President  of  this  State  &  Secretary  being  also  present :  tbe 
Gkntlemen  from  Congress  entered  into  a  fery  free  Conference  witb 
Mr.  Temple  with  respect  to  his  remain*  so  long  in  England,  the 
Cirenmstances  of  bis  Return  to  this  Country,  &  his  Visit  to  this 
City;  which  terminated  in  an  Intimation  on  their  Fart  that  tbe 
public  Interests  would  be  but  advanced  by  shortening  bis  Besidenoe 
at  tbe  seat  of  Congress. 

Having  only  in  View,  Sir,  to  show  my  respectful  Attention  to 
your  Board  in  Consequence  of  the  Recommendations  then  first  pro- 
duced to  me  by  Mr.  Temple,  it  is  not  for  me  to  determine  upon  tbe 
Propriety  or  Impropriety  of  this  Transaction.  Congress,  as  the 
supreme  Council  of  America,  most  be  supposed  the  most  competent 
Judges  of  those  Meaauretf  wbiek  tbe  publick  Interests  require,  & 
when  they  call  for  the  Aid  of  tbe  Executive  Authority  of  the 
State,  we  esteem  it  an  indispensable  Duty  to  cooperate  witb  them,  & 
hope  upon  the  present  occasion  it  baa  been  done  with  a  very  tender 
Regard  to  the  Honour  of  a  Slater  State^  &  the  personal  Feelings  of 
tbe  Gentleman  concerned. 

I  am,  witb  very 

great  Respeet,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed.  ft 

very  Hbble.  serv., 

JOa  RBBD. 
Indorsed. 

1779,  January  2'.  Letter  to  tbe  Presed.  of  Council  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay. 


Gkorgb  Hbnrt  to  Council,  1779. 

Hu  Excellency,  tbe  President,  ft  Council, 

Agreeable  to  your  orders,*  a  Number  of  the  vessels,  ftc.,  tbe  pro- 
perty of  this  State,  are  disposed  of,  part  of  the  moneys  arising  therefrom 
I  have  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  the  remainder  I  expect  to  receive  in  a 
few  daya,  when  I  shall  furnish  Council  witb  an  aco*  of  the  sales. 

I  should  have  advertised  ft  proceeded  to  the  Sale  of  the  Shop  ft 
Took  belonging  to  tbe  State  Oon  Faetoryi  but  upon  viewing  of  them 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  pp.  68$,  641. 
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was  olearlj  of  opinion  that  they  oan  be  disposed  of  to  more  advan- 
tage at  private  than  publiek  sale.  The  reasons  on  w^  I  found  this 
Opinion  can  be  better  understood  if  they  aro  given  personally  than 
eommunicated  in  a  letter. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  my  thanks  to  Oouncil  for  thitf 
as  well  as  the  appointment  of  Commissary  of  Naval  Stores ;  the 
Execution  of  w^  Offices  I  flatter  myself  will  meet  with  their  appro- 
bation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^ 

Your  most  obedient;  humble  Servant, 

GEORGE  HENRY. 

January  the  4th|  1779. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency;  the  President  &  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Jambs  Bundas  kc.y  5!0  Coukcil,  1779. 

ft 

Philada.,  Janu'y  4th,  1779. 

It  appears  to  the  subscribers  that  there  is  now  due  to  the  Arti- 
ficers, Labourers,  &c.,  employed  at  Billingsport  &  Red  Bank  in  the 
Year  1777,  and  for  Materials  for  the  use  of  said  Fortifications,  not 
less  than  One  thousand  fite  hundred  Pounds }  but  as  all  the  Bills 
for  Materials  are  not  oome  in  we  cannot  form  an  exact  Estimate. 

,        JAMES  DUNDAS,  P.  M., 

ROBERT  GATHER,  Cl^. 

To  the  Honourable,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 


Pksidbkt  Rbed  to  Dblbgatbs  in  Congress,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Ehilada.,  Jan'y  4, 1779. 

Gentlemen : 

An  election  for  choosing  a  representative  in  General  Assembly 
for  the  city  of  Philadelphia  comes  on  to-morrow,  and  the  laws  require 
that  it  be  held  at  the  State  House,  which  will  render  the  sitting  of 
Congress  in  the  room  they  now  occupy  not  only  inconvenient  to 
Congress  but  also  to  the  Inspectors  and  Judges  of  the  Election. 
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This  jou  will  please  to  represent  in  Congress,  and,  if  jou  shall  think 
proper  to  mention  that  the  Assembly  room  is  at  the  service  of  Con- 
gress  for  that  day,  shoald  they  choose  to  adjourn  there. 

I  am,  with  due  respect| 

Yoor  very  humble  servant, 

J.  R.,  Pres't. 
Hon'ble  delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Goifgress. 


Council  to  Hokobablb  James  Seablb,  1779. 

In  Council, 

PhUada.,  Jan'y  5, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  conferred  together  on  the  subject  mentioned  by 
you,  and  are  of  opinion  that,  in  consideration  of  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  the-  property  in  it  being  greatly 
lessened  by  various  means,  and  our  trade  entirely  at  a  stand,  it  will 
Dot  be  advisable  for  the  delegates  of  the  State  in  Congress  to  increase 
the  quota  of  the  state  for  the  present  year  beyond  the  proportion  of 
the  last  year. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 

J.  R.,  Pres't. 
To  Hn'ble  James  Searle,  Esq.,  Present. 


Captain  Joseph  Stiles  to  Council,  1779. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  orders  of  30  ult.,  have  examined  the  two  powder 
Magaiines,  &  find  the  old  one  is  private  property  &  very  much  out 
of  repair.  The  new  one,  in  possession  of  Col.  Benj.  Flower,  Com. 
Gen.  Mil.  Stores  for  the  United  States,  in  which  they  now  have  near 
400  Casks  powder,  and  it  will  hold  400  Casks  more,  and  is  in  very 
good  Condition. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  Serv*, 

JOSEPS  STILES. 
Jan.  6tb,  1779. 
Coll.  Timothy  Matlack. 
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Benjamin  Rittbnhouse  to  Council,  1779. 

The  Honorable^  the  Ezecutive  Council; 

The  Petition  of  Beig*  Rittenhoase.* 
Gentlemen; 

On  my  entering  the  Service  of  this  State  as  superintendant  of  the 
Gnn-look  Factory,  I  brought  with  me  a  number  of  Tools  for  that 
purpose;  of  carrying  it  on — to  the  amount  of  about  £25,  &  which  were 
sold  to  the  State  for  that  Sum — who  have  had  the  use  of  them  for  these 
2  years.  As  the  factory  is  now  broke  up  &  your  petitioner  intends 
following  hia  Former  Occupation;  he  begs  he  may  have  the  Tools  at 
the  Price  the  Public  were  charged  with  them.  Tour  granting  the 
above  request  will  much  oblige  your  Petitioner. 

BENJ-  RITTENHOUSE. 
Jan.  5th;  1779. 
Directed^ 
To  the  Honorable^  the  Executive  Oouncil. 


AssBMBLY  TO  Presidsnt  ReBD;  1779. 

Philada.,  Jan'y  5th;  1779. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  Request  I  now  transmit  you  the 
three  Exemplified  Copies  of  the  Whiskey  Bill. 

I  have  the  Honour; 

Your  most  obed^  & 

Very  h'ble  Serv*, 

J.  MORRIS,  Jr. 


Gm.  AHTHOinr  Watkb  "to  Prss't  Rsei);  1779. 

Sir. 

MiU  Stone,  5^  Jan'y,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  Honored  with  your  favours  of  the  23'*  &  31*^  ultimo, 
&  am  fully  Convinced  that  we  owe  much  to  you.  Sir,  for  the  provi- 
sion now  making  for  the  Offioers  of  the  Penns*  Line,  who  will  upon 
all  proper  Occations  be  ready  to  support,  &  Manifest  their  Regard 
for  the  authority  of  the  State. 

The  Matters  Recommended  by  your  Excellency  are  now  befqre 
the  Commanding  Offioers  of  the  several  Regimenta,  &  shall  take  the 
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earliest  Oppoiianity  to  transmit  yoa  their  aentements  thereon,  to- 
gether with  the  mode  adopted  bj  Other  States  in  Supplying  their 
Troops  with  Clothing  &  other  neeessaries. 

I  am  next  to  Inform  your  Ezoellency  that  in  Consequence  of  the 
6'^  rule  in  the  Regidations  of  the  Honbl.  Congress  for  Establishing 
the  army,  passed  the  24^  Nov'  last, 

Thai  the  Offioeis  hdongiog  to  €oIon^Is  HoQaw's  &  Cadwalhder's 
Begiments  who  were  made  Priscwers,  &  lately  arrangsd  in  some  of 
4he  Other  Begimei»ts,  are  Objected  to  by  the  Officers  of  these  Begi<» 
ments,  as  jovl'I  see  by  the  Enclosed  Report  in  the  case  of  Capt. 
BittiDg. 

I  must  tbtrefore  Request  yon  to  transmit  me  the  Opinion  of  the 
Committee  thereon,  as  the  Officers  who  conceire  themsehes  lojored 
raftife  doing  du^  until  tibe  Matter  ia  Settled ;  alledging  that  a  pro- 
per ProTision  is  already  made  for  them  in  their  Own  or  former 
JS^  (by  t&at  Clause)  whether  there  are  Vacanoies  or  not,  &  that 
BO  Offioer  is  Obliged  to  Reeelve  half  pay  until  a  vacancy  ha|^n% 
except  the  Officers  who  were  made  prisoners,  belonging  to  the 
Bedueed  Regiments,  who  are  Entitled  to  Supply  the  Tacaacies  in 
i^uy  Raiment  after  the  Officers  belonging  to  the  same  ase  provided 
for. 

Should  this  be  the  Opinion  of  the  Committee  it  will  be  a  ukeans 
of  settling  a  Dispute  that  Otherwise  will  be  attended  Vitfa  many 
Resignations. 

I  am  your  Excellencies  most 

Ob*  &  very  Hum*  Ser*, 

ANTY  WAYNE. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  shou'd  Cap*  Bitting  be  Order'd 
to  join  the  4*^  Reg*,  he  may  be  Directed  to  take  Charge  of  the 
Colonels,  Lieu*  Colonels,  or  Majors  Companies ;  by  this  means  he 
will  not  Interfere  with  the  Command  of  any  of  the  Companies  who 
have  Captains. 

A.  W. 
Directed f 

[is  Excellency  Gov.  Reed. 
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Wm.  Lyon  to  Council,  1779. 

Carlide,  Jan'y  6*»,  1779. 
Sir, 

General  Armgtrong  shew'd  to  me  Yesterday  a  Letter  from  the 
Vice  President,  Bearing  Date  the  11^  Ult%  in  which  was  a  Note 
desiring  him  to  acquaint  me  that  Council  wanted  I  should  send  to 
you  a  List  of  the  Justices  of  Cumberland  County  who  had  taken 
the  Oath,  and  also  of  those  who  had  not  taken  it.  From  which 
Note  I  apprehend  is  meant  the  Oath  of  Office,  ^haps  in  order  to 
make  out  a  new  Dedimus. 

I  have  therefore  in  complyance  with  the  Vice  President's  Order, 
as  I  understand  it,  Indos'd  a  Li&t  of  all  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
who  have  been  Commissioned  by  the  Hon^^  Council  for  this  County, 
shewing  those  who  have  taken  the  Oath  of  Office  and  those  who 
have  not.  If  I  have  misunderstood  the  Vice  Preadent  in  his  short 
Note  to  the  General,  and  if,  in  Consequence  thereof,  the  Indos'd 
List  should  prove  Deficient,  please  let  me  know,  (if  not  too  late,^ 
and  shall  observe  the  Order  of  Council  by  you,  therein,  with  ail 
Possible  dispatch. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  LYON. 

List  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Cumberland  County  Sworn  into 

Office. 

John  Rannells,  Esq',     )  ^     j     ^ 
Samuel  Boyer,  Esq',      )  '^"••""*  xuwuo-. 

JriSSS,  }E«tPennBb.D.. 

Shn  cS^hl  }  C«li8l«  Town. 

fi^rtP^M,  }  ^"«"'  ^°'^- 

Samael  Ljon,  Milford  D*. 

James  Taylor,  Fermanagh  D». 

Alexander  LaagUin,        Newton  O*. 


William  Brown,  )  .         ,   _. 

Henry  Taylor,  }  ^"»»«''  ^' 

John  Anderson,  )  .  „     ^^ 

Hugh  Laird,     '  j  Allen  D-. 
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Andrew  M^'Beath^ 

ThoniM  Kennedy, 
Charles  Leeper, 

Samnel  M^'Gnne^ 

Patrick  Vance, 
Matthew  Wilson, 

George  Matthews, 

William  M'Clure, 
Darid  M^'Clore, 

Samnel  Oolbertson, 

James  Armstrongi 

Frederick  Watt, 

John  Stewart, 


Middleton  I>. 
I  West  Pennsb"  D». 

Hopewell  I>. 
I  GillTord  I>. 

Hamilton  D«. 

j  Tyrone  D*. 

Letterkenny  D*. 
Derry  D«. 
RyeD*. 
Leekl>. 


Alexander  Morr^  Jxaar,  Teboine  T>*. 
Chnvch  Cozj  Greenwood  I>. 

Persona  Names  Gommiss'  for  the  Peace,  &c^,  bat  not  Sworn  into 

Office. 


John  Holmes, 
Stephen  Daneao, 
Ephraem  Steel, 
William  Brown, 

John  Harris, 

John  Sohaller, 

James  Maxwell, 
John  Work, 


i-Garlisle  Town. 

Fermanagh. 
Newton. 

1  Peteis  Townfihip. 

WILLM.  LYON. 


Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Seo'y  to  the  Executive  Gouncil^ 
Philadelphia. 


Vol.  VII.— 7 
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Pbes.  Bbed  to  James  YouNa,  1779. 

In  Coanoil; 

Philadelphia,  Jan'j  6%  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Council  haying  received  information  that  it  is  probable  there 
are  considerable  quantities  of  Gun  Powder*  warehoused  in  and[near 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  contrary  to  law,  and  to  the  great  danger  of 
the  lives  of  many  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Council  are,  therefore, 
induced  to  request,  that  yon  will,  at  the  next  city  court,  give  in 
charge  to  the  Grand  Inquest  of  the  city  to  inquire,  concerning  the 
nuisance  before  mentioned. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

J.  R.,  Pres«. 
Dtrededf 
To  James  Young,  Esq'. 


Col.  Thomas  Prootoe  to  Pres.  Beed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  January  the  7%  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Inclosed  papers  of  the  5*^In8t.,f  I  had  the  honour  to  Receive 
on  the  6*^,  which  demand  my  most  gratefull  thanks,  as  also  your 
Excellency's  Indulgence  in  laying  my  Letters  before  the  Honourable 
Council. 

But  I  feel  a  degree  of  unhappiness  in  being  thought  capable  of 
paying  Inattention  to  the  authority  of  your  Hon^^«  House,  a  matter 
truly  foreign  to  my  Intention,  and  I  hope  will  not  be  Imputed  to 
any  Inadvertent  measure  that  might  have  been  acted  by  me,  as  my 
motives  were  of  a  disinterested  nature,  and  fully  Intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  general  cause.  And,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  express 
my  own  feelings,  should  count  it  my  highest  ambition  to  be  again 
Ingrafted  into  the  Pennsylvania  line,  provided  it  met  with  your 
approbation  and  that  of  the  Honb*'  Council,  which  act  of  Indulgence 
will  yield  me  ample  Consolation. 

Soon  after  the  Death  of  Lieut.  Col.  Strobogh,  my  officers,  in 
general,  waited  on  me,  and  requested  me  to  draw  up  a  state  of  the 
several  promotions  vacant  in  the  Battallion,  to  be  presented  to  the 
Honb**  the  Executive  Council  for  their  consideration,  drawing  this 
Inference  that  the  late  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24^^  November, 
pointed  ont  that  officers  were  to  rise  Regimentaly  to  the  Rank  of 

«  S«e  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  667.  f  See  page  136. 
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GtptaiDS,  and  in  the  line  of  the  state  to  that  of  Colonel,  and  nnless 
I  represented  to  yon  their  present  situation  they  would  be  soiferers. 
It  would  be  unnecessary  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  My  situa- 
tion on  this  occasion,  as  harmony  may  long  be  supported  by  paying 
suitable  attention  to  the  prayer  of  those  whom  we  are  bound  to 
hear;  by  this  Inducement  I  presented  your  Excellency  with  the 
Inrollment  of  my  officers,  which  first  was  Intended  to  be  handed  to 

{ou,  (as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements)  on  whose 
ntegrity  to  execute  Justice  we  had  the  strongest  Reliance,  and  in 
this  point,  also,  I  had  no  view  of  my  proceedings  being  Illegal,  or 
in  any  wise  Intended  as  an  offence  to  the  Honb*«  Council,  on  the 
contrary,  shall  be  happy  of  ever  having  it  in  my  power  of  serving 
them  with  My  best  officers.  In  the  meantime, 
I  am,  With  due  Esteem, 

Y'  ExceUenoy's  obed*  and  most 

H'ble  Serv*, 

THO  PROCTOR. 

P.  S.  I  herewith  have  the  pleasure  of  laying  before  the  Honb^^ 
the  Executive  Council  a  state  of  my  Battallion  in  December^  1778^ 
since  which  no  material  alteration.^ 
Directedy 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed;  President  the  Hon'ble  Council^ 
Philadelphia. 


Thos.  Irwin,  A;c.,  to  Council,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  8«>  January,  1779. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  &  The  Honab*  the  Execut*  Council 

of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Subscribers  haveing  some  Armed  Briggs  now  in  this  port,  for 
which  we  want  some  heavy  Ballast,  and  there  being  some  Broken 
Cannon,  that  Belonged  to  the  Agusta,  laying  at  Kiogsington,  fit  for 
no  other  use.  Your  Honours  would  confer  a  particular  obligation  on 
us  by  permitting  us  to  take  them,  for  which  We  shall  pay  the  value 
of  Ballast,  If  required.f 

We  are,  with  the  Greatest  Esteem, 

Your  Honours  m«  ob*  m*  Hum.  Serv*, 

THOMAS  IRWIN, 
MATH''  IRWIN, 
ANDREW  HODGE, 
JN«  BAYARD. 

To  The  Honab«  the  Execu«  Councill  of  the  Common  Wealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

*  Not  fonnd. 

t  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  661. 
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J.  &  A.  WiLCocKS  TO  Council/ 1779. 


Philad*,  January  y  8th,  1779. 
Sir, 

In  oonfleqaenoe  of  a  verbal  Notice  to  Mr.  John  Wiloocks,  thai  tho 
HoD^  the  Executive  Council  were  readj  to  hear  us  relative  to  the 
Quantity  of  Salt,  (our  Property)  and  to  which  they  make  some  pre- 
tensions in  Behalf  of  the  State.  We  take  the  liberty  to  remind  the 
Council,  that  they  are  already  possest  of  a  Memorial  which  we  for- 
merly presented  to  a  joint  Committee  of  Members  of  Congress  and 
the  Executive  Couneily  containing  the  circumstances  of  the  Purchase 
of  the  Salt,  together  with  some  Observations  tending  to  shew  the 
Purchase  valid,  upon  the  Principles  of  the  Common  Law  and  the 
Law  of  Nations.  The  Committee  above  alluded  to,  reported  a  State 
of  Facts  to  Congress,  who,  not  taking  the  Matter  up  so  speedily  as 
we  hoped.  We  addressed  several  Letters  to  his  ExceUency,  the  then 
President  of  Congress,  solliciting  them  to  a  Determination  npon  the 
Beport,  and  mentioning  a  particular  Day,  after  which,  we  would  sell 
our  Salt,  unless  they  should  come  to  some  Determination  upon  the 
Matter.  As  far  as  we  know.  Congress  has  never  made  any  Decision 
upon  the  subject,  and  we  are  sure  they  have  never  impeded  us  in 
the  Sale  of  the  Salt.  With  respect  to  the  Honb'  the  Executive 
Council,  until  a  short  time  past,  we  never  had  the  least  Intimation 
from  them  that  they  meant  to  disturb  our  Property  in  the  Salt.  So 
far  different  was  their  conduct,  that  we  flattered  ourselves  with  an 
opinion  that  they  had  a  kind  and  friendly  disposition  towards  us.  la 
this  state  of  things,  No  Claim  having  been  set  up  on  Behalf  of  the 
State,  and  the  pretensions  of  Congress  being  neglected,  and  in  some 
manner  deserted,  we  considered  our  Property  as  secure,  sold  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  Salt  for  the  use  of  the  Public,  and  have  paid 
for  the  whole  in  Bills  of  Exchange,  Continental  Currency,  and  some 
Gold.  And  what  has  involved  us  still  deeper  in  Point  of  Interest 
is,  that  after  the  Sale  to  the  Commissary  Gen'l,  we  purchased  Mr. , 
McMurtrie's  Share  of  what  remained.  These,  Sir,  are  all  the 
material  (urcumstanoes  that  have  occurred  since  our  presenting  the 
Memorial  above  mentioned,  and  when  Council  shall  review  and  deli- 
berately consider  the  whole  matter,  we  trust  they  will  not  change 
those  favourable  Ideas,  which  we  presume,  they  at  one  time  enter- 
tained with  regard  to  our  Bight  and  Property  in  the  Salt,  but  deter- 
mine to  relinquish  all  Claim  to  it  on  Behalf  of  the  State.  We  trust 
that  Counerl  will  receive  this  Letter  and  State  of  Facts,  as  an  Apo- 
logy for  our  non-attendance  in  Person,  particularly  as  we  are  ad- 
vised by  our  Lawyers,  that  it  is  all  that  will  be  necessary  on  our 
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|ktrt.    We  kopo  tbey  will  also  do  us  tfa«  juatiee  io  beli«ve,  that  w« 
lia?e  the  greatest  respect  for  them ; 

And  are;  8ir, 

Your  most  OM*  and 

Very  Humb.  Serv*", 

JOHN  WILCOCKS, 

ALBX'B  WILCOCKS. 

The  Honorable  Joseph  Reed,  Ssquure;  Promdent  of  the  Executiye 
Conneil  of  the  State  of  PeansyWania. 

Bmi  in  Ceondl)  Jan' j  8, 1779. 


Warrant  to  the  Shbrifp,  1779. 

[ii.  S.J  Pennsylvania;  as. 

The  Stq>ream  Exeeative  Gonncal  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn^ 

aylTaioia. 

To  the  Sheriff,  Coroner,  Constables,  Baili£^  and  other  oar  ministers 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  and  every  of  yooi 

Greeting : 

Whereas,  a  cruel  and  bloody  War  hath  been  long  waged  by  the 
King  of  Great  Britain^  and  his  subjects  and  adherents,  against  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  and  other  the  United  States  oi  North  Ame- 
rica, and  the  subjects  of  the  said  States :  And  whereas,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  said  war,  and  while  the  parties  therein  were  and 
yet  are  in  open  hostility  against  each  other,  General  Sir  William 
Howe,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  said  King  of  Great 
Britain  did,  with  an  armed  force,  and  in  an  hostile  manner,  on  or 
about  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  September,  A.  D.|  1777,  take  posses- 
ion of  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  continued  his  possession 
thereof  until  the  15th,  16th,  and  17th  days  of  June  last,  when,  by 
the  United  force  and  arms  of  these  United  States  and  their  Allies, 
the  army  of  the  said  King  of  Groat  Britain  was  compelled  to  eva- 
enate  the  said  city,  and  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  Jane  last,  wholly 
to  relinquish  the  possession  thereof  *to  the  arms  and  subjection  m 
these  United  States :  And  whereas,  various  kinds  of  military  stores, 
provisions,  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  the  property  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  his  subjects  or  adherents,  were  necessarily  left  at 
the  times  aforesaid  in  the  said  city,  which  by  the  laws  of  nations  and 
rights  of  war  become  justly  confiscated  to  the  publiok  use,  the  said 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XI.,  pp.  664,  661. 
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Btores,  goods,  wares,  merebandizes  and  other  property,  so  far  as  tbe 
same  belongs  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  proper  use  and 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  &  so  far  as  the  same  maj  be  the  pro- 
perty of  other  subjects,  or  adherents  of  the  said  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  the  special  use  and  benefit  of  this  State :  And  whereas,  we 
are  given  to  understand  that  a  certain  quantity  of  Salt,  containing 
by  estimation  three  thousand  and  five  hundred  bushels,  the  property 
of  British  subjects  or  their  adherents,  remains  in  a  Q.ertain  store  be- 
longing to  Joseph  Pritcfaard,  on  ^he  south  side  of  Gbesnut  street 
wharf,  being  there  left  and  abandoned  on  the  evacuation  of  the  said 
city ;  These  are,  therefore,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
State  to  us  committed,  to  require  you  or  any  of  you  to  seise  and 
take  into  your  possession  the  said  Salt,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
yet  remain,  and  to  pursue  the  same  wheresoever  it  may  be  removed 
and  found,  and  the  same  safely  keep  in  your  possession  until  you 
shall  receive  further  direction  therein.  And  for  your  so  doing  this 
shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant,  and  in  what  manner  you  shall  pro- 
ceed in  the  premises  you  make  known  to  us,  at  the  Council  Chamber 
at  the  State  House,  in  the  said  city,  forthwith. 

Given  by  order  of  the  Council,  under  the  hand  of  His  Excellency 
Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President,  and  the  less  Seal  of  the  State,  at 
Philadelphia,  this  eighth  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  1779. 

JOS.  REED,  Preside&t. 

Attest.  ^ 

T.  Matlack,  Sec'y. 


To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

By  Virtue  of  the  within  Writ,  to  me  directed,  I  have  seized  and 
taken  into  my  possession  a  large  Quantity  of  Salt,  (the  Salt  in  the 
within  Writ  mentioned)  in  Joseph  Pritohard's  Store,  on  the  South 
side  of  Chesuttt  street  Wharf  containing  by  estimation  two  thou- 
sand Bushells ;  and  I  further  Certify,  that  in  obedience  to  an  order 
of  the  Council  aforesaid,  on  this  Sixteenth  day  of  January  Instant, 
I  have  delivered  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  Salt  to  Mr.  George  Henry, 
Commissary  of  Stores. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  16th  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Seventy  nine. 

ROBERT  JEWELL,  Coi'. 
*  See  Col.  Bee,  VoL  XI.,  pp..  661,  670.    Also,  Archives,  Vol.  VL 
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James  TouNa  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  Honoured  vith  your  Letter  of  Yesterday,  respecting  an 
Enquiry  into  Forestalling,  &o.  Also,  concerning  the  public  Wag- 
gons boinff  employed  for  Private  Uses. 

As  to  tne  former,  as  soon  as  I  received  the  first  intelligence  I  sent 
for  Messrs.  Jedediah  Snowden,  Schlosser,  HoUinffshead  and  Hey- 
sham,  who  gave  me  Information  who  could  give  Evidence  against 
John  Phillips  and  Philip  Weiss,*  who  are  suspected  of  Forestalling 
Flour.  I  intended  to  have  proceeded  the  next  Day  to  make  proper 
Enquiry,  but  was  unfortunately  seized  with  a  smart  fit  of  the  Gout, 
the  Severe  pain  whereof  is  the  cause  of  my  Delay.  I  have  now  sent 
my  Memorandums  conoerniuff  those  matters  to  Mr.  Fleeson,  and  re- 
quested him  to  proceed  therein  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  your  Excellency  a  Letter  from  Andrew 
Boyd,f  Waggon  Master  General  for  Chester  Gountyi  of  7th  Nov' 
last,  containing  the  first  Intelligence  concerning  Waggons  being  em- 
ployed for  private  Uses.  Also,  the  Original  Memorandum  I  made 
from  Col.  Boyd*s  Verbal  Acco*  on  the  z8th  of  November,  and  two 
other  Letters  I  have  reed  from  him  as  Excuses  for  Jesse  Jordan's 
(Brigade  Waggon  M')  not  appearing  to  give  proper  Information, 
agreeable  to  my  direction.  From  the  delay  of  Jordan's  appearance, 
I  cannot  help  remarking  that  I  suspect  there  is  some  art  used  to  pre- 
vent his  coming.  Whether  the  Honorable  Council  may  think  proper 
to  Command  him  to  appear  before  them  to  give  the  Informationi  I 
submit  to  their  superior  judgment. 

I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

JAS.  Yovm. 

Philad'a,  January  10th,  1779. 

Directed. 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Yol.  XI«,  pp.  660^  671. 
t  See  page  672. 
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Pass,  of  Conorsss  to  Paes.  Reeb,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  10th  Jan'y,  1779. 
Sir, 

Tonr  Excelleney  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  Copies  of  two  Acts 
of  €oDgresB  on  the  subject  of  Finance-— one  of  the  2d,  Ac  other  of 
the  6th  Inst. 

I  hare  the  Honor  to  he 

Your  Ezoellencys  most  obed*  Serv*, 

JOHN  JAY, 
Prest.  of  Congress. 
P.  S.  I  also  enclose  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  the  Ist  Inst. 

^iB  Excellency  Prendent  Beed. 


Majoe  John  Edwaeds  to  Council,  1779, 

HonoTxrd  Sir, 

I  did  not  receive  yonr  Letter  till  y«  11th  Instant,  requesting  me 
to  veiw  the  Bridge  on  Schuylkill,  &  to  Be^port  to  Council  what  is 
the  present  state  of  the  same,  &  what  would  be  the  expence  of  filling 
up  the  Boxes.  You  signify  in  your  Letter,  that  Mr.  Matlack  wrote 
to  me  concerning  it,  but  I  never  received  any  of  his  writing,  accord- 
ing to  request  I  went  to  see  the  Bridge,  &  to  my  surprise  saw  that 
three  of  the  Peers  is  totally  carried  of  by  the  Ice  &  the  fourth  shat- 
tered greatly,  which  happened  on  the  night  of  the  9th  Instant,  & 
for  to  repair  it  this  winter  is  almost  impossible ;  it  is  my  opinion 
was  it  Repaired  it  would  stand  but  a  short  time. 

lam,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedieut  Servant, 

JNO.  EDWARDS.* 
Providence,  Jan.  12, 1779, 


CotJNoiL  TO  N.  Jeesby,  Del.  and  Vieginia,  1779. 

Philad'a,  Jan'y  12th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  forward  to  the  Executive  authority  of  N.  Jersey,  Vir- 
ginia and  the  Delaware  state,  the  enclosed  Act  to  prohibit  for  a  limited 
time,  ''  the  making  of  Whisky  and  other  Spirits  from  Wheat,  Rye, 
^'  or  any  other  sort  of  Grain,  or  from  any  meal  or  flour."    This  Act 

*  See  Vol.  YI.,  p.  685,  768,  and  p.  107  of  this  VoL 
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has  been  passed  without  limiting  its  operation  until  the  neighbour- 
ing States  shall  pass  similar  laws^  but  as  it  will  not  fully  answer  the 
end  proposed,  unless  like  laws  are  passed  in  the  States  above  men- 
tioned, it  became  highly  proper  that  they  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  passing  of  such  a  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  & 

Very  hm'ble  Servant. 


Pjctition  ov  B.  Habbbsok,  fro.,  TO  Council,  1779. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania. 

The  Subscribers  have  now  a  vessel  fitted  out  at  a  considerable 
expenee  ready  for  sea,  ft  are  in  great  want  of  Powder  k  Match  rope, 
whieh  they  cannot  procure  at  present  for  Cash ;  they  therefore  re- 
qoest  your  Honourable  Body  be  plessed  to  lend  or  sell  them  250^ 
of  Gunpowder,  &  50ft  of  Match  Bope,  k  200  bunches  of  3  &  4 
pound  grape  shot. 

Which  will  very  much  oblige. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servts., 

JNO.  PURVIANCB, 
JOS.  DEAN, 
BENJ'N  HABBESON. 

Philadelphia,  14th  January,  1779. 

Indonement. 

Petition  from  Messrs.  Dean  &  Harbeson,  requests  the  Loan  or 
Sale  of  250ft  of  Powder,  50ft  Match  Bop^  200  Buophes  of  3  &  4ft 
Orape  Shot 

Capt.  Jos.  Stiles  to  sell  the  Petitioners  what  can  be  spared,  re- 
tain* a  suffi'  stock  for  the  pnblick. 

«  Sea  GoL  Beo.,  YoL  XL,  p.  667. 

7* 
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Rbsoltttions  of  CoiraBSSB,  1779, 

In  Congress,  January  18, 1779. 

We  cannot  review  tbe  progress  of  the  revolution  which  has  given 
freedom  to  America,  without  admiring  the  goodness  and  gratefully 
acknowledging  the  interposition  of  Divine  Providence.  Oppressed 
by  the  Prince  who  ought  to  have  exerted  himself  for  our  protection, 
and  suddenly  tsalled  upon  to  repel  his  unprovoked  invasion, — with- 
out arms  or  ammunition,  without  military  discipline  or  permanent 
finances,  without  an  established  government  or  allies ;  enfeebled  by 
habitual  attachments  to  our  very  enemies — ^We  were  precipitated  into 
all  the  expensive  operations  incident  to  a  state  of  war,  with  one  of 
the  most  formidable  nations  on  earth.  Thus  surrounded  on  all  sides 
with  wants  and  difficulties  and  dangers,  notwithstanding  the  internal 
wealth  of  our  country,  immediate  tazalion  was  impracticable;  and, 
for  the  same  reason  and  a  share  of  ill  success  at  different  periods,  we 
could  not  hope,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  to  borrow  money  to  sup- 
ply our  exigencies. 

Humbly  relying  on  the  favor  of  Heaven  in  a  righteous  cause,  and 
confiding  in  the  justice  and  intrepidity  of  our  injured  fellow-oitixensy 
we,  from  necessity  embraced  the  expedient  of  emitting  paper  money 
on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  for  the  expences  of  the  war— an 
expedient  which  had  often  been  successfully  practised  in  separate 
States  while  we  were  subjected  to  BriUsh  domination.  The  impla- 
cable vengeance  with  which  we  have  been  pursued  has  compelled  us 
to  the  most  strenuous  and  unremitted  eff^orts :  Large  issues  of  money 
were  of  consequence  indispensibly  necessary,  and  the  paper  currency 
multiplied  beyond  what  was  competent  for  the  purposes  of  a  circula- 
ting medium.  This  alone  could  not  fail  to  discredit  it  in  some  de- 
gree. The  arts  of  an  unprincipled  enemy  have  increased  the 
mischief.  In  despair  of  subduing  the  free  spirit  of  America  by  force 
of  arms,  or  the  intrigues  of  negociation,  as  their  last  effort  they 
have  had  recourse  to  fraud.  Their  emissaries  have  been  employed 
in  a  variety  of  artifices  to  debase  our  money,  and  to  raise  the  price 
of  commodities.  The  fears  and  apprehensions  of  the  people  have 
been  alarmed  by  misrepresentation ;  while  our  enemies  of  the  highest 
wok  have  not  hesitated  to  counterfeit  the  bills  of  credit  and  disperse 
them  throughout  the  United  States. 

Such  being  the  embarrassments  which  interrupt  a  free  circulation 
of  our  paper  money,  they  loudly  call  for  a  remedy ;  and  Congress, 
from  a  regard  to  good  faith,  to  private  justice,  and  to  public  safety, 
are  bound  to  apply  it.  Happily,  by  a  combination  of  auspicious 
events,  every  obstacle  is  removed,  and  the  means  placed  within  our 
reach.  Those  hostile  armies  which  attempted  to  enslave  us,  no  lon- 
ger formidable,  are  wasted  and  dispersed.  Our  independence  is 
established  on  a  firm  basis;  our  respective  Governments  which  com- 
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yontbe  Uuhmi,  ftreeeltled  and  in  the  ^gotouB  exenise  of  uoeoB* 
trouled  authority.  An  Allia^oe^  on  terms  of  perfect  equality^  is 
formed  with  one  of  the  greatest  nations  on  earth ;  and,  freed  in  a 
Ugh  degree  from  external  assanlts,  we  have  leisure  to  direct  onr  at- 
tention to  oBOOttom  J,  and  onr  resonrces  to  support  the  pubKo  credit : 
To  raise  the  value  of  our  paper  money,  and  to  redeem  it,  will  not, 
we  are  persuadedi  be  difficult;  nor  to  check  and  defeat  the  pemiot- 
ons  eurrency  of  counterfeits,  impracticable :  Both  require  a  far  less 
aioure  of  public  virtue  and  public  vigilance  than  have  distinguished 
this  arduous  conflict. 

Without  public  inconvenience  or  private  distress,,  the  whole  of  the 
debt  incurred  in  paper  emissions  to  this  day,  may  be  cancelled  by 
taxes :  It  may  be  caneelied  in  a  peiiod  so  limited  as  must  leave  the 
possessor  of  the  bills  satisfied  with  his  ascurity ;  and  if  by  a  continu* 
anoe  of  the  ww,  the  pubUc  service  should  demand  further  emissiona^ 
they  too  may  be  oanoeUed  within  the  same  period :  It  bmng  evident 
that  car  ability  to.  sustain  a  tax  must  enorease  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  mon^  in  oireulation. 

The  danger  from  counterfeits  can  only  be  avoided  by  calling  in 
and  exchanging  the  emissiomi  wfaicfar  have  chiefly  snffinecl  by  that 
species  of  fraud.  To  publish  the  marks  of  deteotum,  and  s&ll  to 
leave  the  true  bills  enxrent,  will  not  be  prudent ;  as  it  must  uSori 
an  opportunity  fat  eocreeting  defeets  and  cheating  more  securely. 

To  defend  the  emission  intended  flv  the  exchange  from  coantep- 
feitSy  the  strongest  guards  will  be  devised ;  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  marks  of  authentieit^  will  be  so  obvious,  and  the  difficulty  of 
BoeeesBful  imitation  so  great,  as  to  discourage  the  attempt  or  elude 
its  effects. 

Upon  these  weighty  considerations  Congress  have  agreed  to  the 
annexed  Resolutions,  and  recommend  them  to  tiie  immediate  atten^ 
tion  of  the  respective  Legidatures  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end 
that  Xiaws  may  be  euact^  to  give  them  the  most  speedy,  deoisivey 
and  e&ctual  operation. 


In  Congress,  January  2, 1779. 

Whereas  these  United  States,  unprovided  with  revenues,  and  not 
heretofore  in  a  condition  to  raise  them,  have,  in  the  course  of  the 
present  war,  repeatedly  been  under  the  necessity  of  emitting  bills  of 
eredity  for  the  redemption  of  which  the  faith  of  these  United  States 
has  been  solemnly  pledged ;  and  the  credit  of  which  their  honor  and 
safety  as  well  as  justice  is  highly  concerned  to  support  and  establish. 
And  whereas  to  that  end  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
periods  of  their  redemption;  and  seasonably  to  establish  funds, 
which,  in  due  time,  wi^out  distressing  the  people,  shall  make  ade- 
quate provision  for  the  same.    And  whereas,  in  apportioning  the 


156  PUfNSTLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779. 

payments  for  i^e  said  fand,  it  is  expedient  that  an  extra  sum  be 
oalled  for  Hhe  onrrent  year,  both  on  account  of  the  present  ease  of 
paying  it  and  to  reduce  the  surplus  in  circulation.    Therefore 

Revived,  That  these  United  States  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their 
respective  quotas  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  in  the  year  1779,  and 
of  six  millions  «f  dollars  annually  for  18  years,  from  and  after  the 
year  1779,  as  a  fulid  for  sinking  the  emissions  and  loans  of  these 
United  States  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1778,  inclusive. 

That  if  the  continuance  and  circumstances  of  the  war  shall  make 
any  further  emissions  necessary,  the  year  ensuing,  they  shall  be  sunk 
in  the  manner  and  within  the  period  aforesaid. 

That  any  of  the  bills  emitted  by  order  of  Congress,  prior  to  the 
year  1780,  and  no  others,  be  received  in  payment  of  the  said  qu6tas. 
f.  That  the  bills  received  on  the  said  quotas,  except  those  for  the 
year  1779,  be  applied  first  for  payment  of  the  interest,  and  secondly 
of  the  principal  of  loans  made  by  these  United  States,  prior  to  the 
year  1780,  and  that  the  residue,  together  with  those  received  on  the 
quotas  of  the  year  1779,  be  not  re-issucd;  but  burned  and  destroyed 
as  Congress  shall  direct. 

And  whereas  many  counterfeits  have  appeared  in  circulation,  of 
various  denominations,  of  the  emissions  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April 
11, 1778,  and  counterfeits  of  these  emissions  have  lately  been  issued 
by  our  enemies  at  New  York,  and  are  found  to  be  spreading  and 
increasing  fast  in  various  parts  of  these  United  States;  whereby 
individuals  are  defrauded,  prices  enhanced,  and  the  credit  of  the  paper 
currency  greatly  injured ;  and  it  is  become  necessary  for  the  security 
of  individuals  and  safety  of  the  public,  that  those  two  emisssons 
should  cease  to  be  a  circulating  medium,  and  should  be  called  in  and 
exchanged,  or  otherwise  provided  for  as  soon  as  may  be  with  conve- 
nience to  the  present  holders.    Therefore 

Kesolved,  That  the  following  bills  be  taken  out  of  circulation, 
namely,  the  whole  emissions  of  May  20, 1777|  and  April  11, 1778. 

That  they  be  brought  in  for  that  purpose  in  the  manner  hereafter 
provided  by  the  first  day  of  June  next,  and  not  afterwards  redeemable. 

That  they  be  received  for  debts  and  taxes  into  the  Continental 
Treasuries,  and  into  the  State  Treasuries  for  Continental  taxes,  until 
the  first  day  of  June  next. 

That  they  be  received  until  the  first  day  of  June  next,  into  the 
Continental  Loan  Ofiices,  either  on  Loan  or  to  be  exchanged,  at  the 
election  of  the  owners,  for  other  bills  of  the  like  tenor,  to  be  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose. 

That  the  bills  lodged  in  the  said  offices  to  be  so  exchanged,  be 
there  registered,  and  indented  certificates  thereof  given  to  the  owners 
by  the  respective  Commissioners  of  the  said  offices. 

That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Loan  Offices  make  returns  to  the 
Treasury  Board,  immediately  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  of  the 
amount  of  the  bills  received  into  their  respective  offices  to  be 
exchanged  as  aforesaid^  and  that  proper  bills  to  exchange  the  sama 
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befornisbed  and  ready  to  be  delivered  oat  at  their  said  offices;  within 
60  days  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June. 

That  the  first  mentioned  bills,  as  they  are  brought  into  the  Treas- 
uries and  Loan  Offices,  be  immediately  crossed  and  struck  through 
with  a  circuhir  punch  of  one  inch  diameter,  to  be  afterwards  ezan^ 
ined  and  burned,  as  Congress  shall  direct. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  SecreUry. 


In  Congress,  January  5, 1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  States  raise  by  taxes  respectively  as 
follows,  for  their  quotas  of  the  fifteen  millions  of  Dollars  for  the 
year  1779. 

New-Hampshire,  .....    500,000 

Massachusetts-Bay,        -  -  -  •  2,000,000 

Rhode-Island  &  Providence  Plantationa,  ^-  -    300,000 

Connecticut,      .....  1,700,000 

New-York,         ......    800.000 

New-Jersey,       ......    800,000 

Pennsylvania,    .....  1,900,000 

Delaware,  ...--.     150,000 

Maryland,  .....  1,560,000 

Virginia, 2,400,000 

North-Carolina,  ....  1,090,000 

South-Carolina,  -  -  -  -  1,800,000 

Qeorgia,  being  invaded,  is  hereafter  to  raise  her 
proportion. 

15,000,000 


lliat  the  said  several  sums,  or  any  greater  sums  which  shall  be 
paid  by  any  of  the  States  into  the  Contioental  Treasury,  shall  be 
placed  to  their  res^ctive  credits  on  interest,  on  the  same  terms  as 
are  set  forth  in  the  Resolution  of  Congress,  passed  November 
22d,  1777. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 
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In  Congress,  January  14, 1779. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  bills  to  be  emitted  for  exchanging  others, 
agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  the  2d  instant,  or  for  sup- 
porting the  war  the  ensuing  year,  be  of  the  following  denominations, 
via :  65, 60,  55,  50, 45,  40,  85,  30,  20, 8,  7,  5, 4,  3  and  2  DoUazs; 
and  One  Dollar. 

That  the  Form  of  the  Bills  be  as  follows : 

**  No.         ,  Dollars.    The  bearer  is  entitled  to  receive 

'^  Spanish  Milled  Dollars,  or  an  equal  sum  in  Gold  or  Silver,  aoeord- 
'<  inff  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  14th  of  January,  1779.'' 

That  each  of  the  said  Bills  be  numbered  and  signed  by  two  persons. 

That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  for  the  Redemption 
of  such  Bills,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  1797,  agreeable 
to  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  aforesaid. 

That  for  preventing  tiie  counterfeiting  of  the  said  Bills,  new  stamps 
with  additional  checks,  be  provided,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  proof 
sheets  struek,  and  sent  to  the  Assemblies  of  the  respective  States,  to 
be  lodged  by  them  under  proper  Regulations  in  Public  Offices  in 
tiieir  several  Counties,  Towns  and  Diatriets,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 
Indorsed. 

Resolve  of  Congress  for  raising  supplies  of  money.* 


CoUNCHi  TO  W.   CLINOnAM,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  15,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  direct  me  to  write  to  you  requesting  your  attend- 
ance in  Oongress,  the  representation  of  ihb  State  being  too  generally 
much  less  than  is  consistent  with  its  interest. 

Col.  Atlee  is  now  returning  home,  which  renders  your  presence 
the  more  necessary  at  a  time  when  business  of  great  importance  is 
daily  before  Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect, 
Sir;  your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Seo'^.f 
Direciedf 

H'ble  Wm.  Clingham,  Esq'. 

*  The  foregoing  are  all  printed  from  a  handbill, 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  649. 
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<jbn.  D.  Bobsrdeau  to  P&jBBn)BNT  Bebd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  16th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  now  enclosing  yon  an  act  of  Congress  of  this 
day,*  in  answer  to  the  application  of  the  Delegates  of  this  State, 
agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  Instructions  of  the  14th  Inst.,  &  am 

Y'r  Excellency's 

Most  ob't  &  very  ham>  serv't, 

DANIEL  BOBERDSAU. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqnire,  President  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 


j£R£M«  WaBSWORTH  TO   COMHXTTEB  01*  CONGRESS,   1779. 

Philadelphia^  Januazy  18,  1779. 
Sir, 

Some  days  since  I  wrote  to  Congress,  expressing  my  fears  that  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  procure  full  supplies  of  flour  for  the  army 
without  adopting  other  Measures  than  the  usual  ones  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

I  now  inform  yon  that  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  wheat  and 
flour  by  purchase,  and  the  army  must  be  soon  distressed  for  want  of 
bread  if  the  present  disposition  to  withhold  the  wheat  and  flour 
continues. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed't 

humble  servant,  *  - 

JERE.  WADSWORTH, 

Com.  Gen'l,  Pres't. 

J)ir€cUdf 

The  hon'ble  Messrs.  Scaddor,  Morris  &  Whipple,  Committee  of 
Congress. — Copy. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.,  XI.,  p.  669. 
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PfiXSlDENT  Reed  to  DBLEiQATES  IN  CONORESS,  1779. 

January  18, 1779. 
GentlemeD, 

The  Board  at  which  I  have  the  honour  to  preside  having  taken 
into  consid'n  the  very  great  &  heavy  expenditures  made  oy  this 
State  on  account  of  the  United  States,  far  exceeding  those  of  any 
other  state,  together  with  the  calamities  necessarily  incident  to  the 
seat  of  War«  which  have  rendered  the  operations  of  Govemm'  for 
its  internal  support  &  defence,  in  many  respects,  partial  &  inadequate, 
would  have  deemed  it  highly  proper  to  ask  of  Congress  an  advance 
of  cash  if  they  had  not  heen  restrained  by  other  considerations. 
But  the  General  Assembly  at  their  last  session  having  expressly 
recommended  it,  &  the  late  resolution  of  Congress  of*  Inst, 
having  annihilated  as  to  the  Purposes  of  Circulation  a  large  sum  of 
the  emissions  described  in  the  s^  resolve  now  laying  &  expected  in 
the  public  Treasury ;  these  together  with  the  pressing  exigencies  of 
a  general  as  well  as  particular  nature,  make  it  no  longer  a  matter  of 
choice  but  necessity,  to  request  of  Congress  an  advance  of  f 
And  we  have  only  to  add  that  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  account 
between  this  &  the  United  States,  so  as  to  regulate  future  applica- 
tions, will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  us  &  the  good  people  of  the  state 
in  general. 

You  will  please  to  consider  this  letter  as  an  instruction  to  you,  & 
lay  the  same  before  the  hon'ble  Congress  for  their  speedy  determi- 
nation. 


John  Mitchell  to  Pres't  Reed,  1779. 

Quarter  Master  Generals  Office, 

Philada.,  19th  January,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  this  day  received  an  order  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Honor- 
able Council  of  this  State,  requesting  I  would  give  them  information 
respecting  a  Brigade  of  Waggons  under  the  conduct  of  Jesse  Jordant 
W.  M.,  from  Chester  County ;  the  Council  having  been  informed 
that  I  sent  them  to  Egg  Harbour  to  convey  private  property  to  this 
City.  I  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to  give  your  Excellency  and  the 
Honble  Council  every  information  you  think  necessary  for  the  good 
of  the  Publick,  or  this  State  in  particular,  which  relates  to  my  office 

*  See  pp.  154—158. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  669-70. 

t  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  672. 
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or  the  bcMiiMa  of  ike  Department^  ae  I  hare  no  desire  to  e^pneal  any 
part  of  my  conduct  as  a  publick  officer,  having  oondacted  the  busineeB 
nnder  my  direction  with  Integrity  and  Justice  to  the  PuUick;  the 
following  are  the  State  of  the  &cts  required;  Viz. 

In  the  Month  of  October  last  at  the  time  the  Enemy  had  landed 
some  Troops  at  Egg  Harbour,  General  Arnold  desired  I  would  fur- 
nish him  with  a  Brigade  of  Teams  which  he  wanted  to  fend  to  the 
Jerseys,  and  that  he  would  pay  the  hire  of  them|  they  being  wanted 
to  remove  property  which  was  in  eminent  danger  of  falling  into  the 
Enemy's  hands.  I  informed  him  he  should  have  the  Waggon  Master 
of  the  first' Brigade  which  could  be  spared  from  publick  Service  sent 
to  him,  when  he  would  give  him  such  orders  as  he  pleased ;  accord- 
ingly about  the  22d  of  October;  Mr.  Jordan  was  sent  to  the  General 
to  receive  ^hia  directions,  having  at  that  time  sent  forward  a  large 
supply  for  the  Army,  Ac.,  when  Jordan  returned  he  was  desired  to 
make  out  his  account  to  General  Arnold  to  be  paid.  I  do  not  know 
where  the  Loading  was  stored,  nor  whose  property  it  wafl,  further 
than  what  is  before  mentioned.  A  gnaler  ninnber  of  Cbntinental 
Teams  coming  in  than  I  expected,  enabled  me  to  comply  with  General 
Arnold's  request  withont  any  inooov«Bience|to  the  service;  if  there  is 
any  thing  further  in  which  I  can  satisfy  your  Excellency  and  the 
CouncO  I  will  wait  on  yon  at  any  time  with  pleasure. 

I  hAve  the  honor  to  be 
with  great  respect. 

Your  Exeellency's 

Most  obedient  & 

most  Humble  SerVt, 
JNO.  MITCHELL,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
Directed. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Gin.  Washinoton  to  Cotjncu.,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

The  liberal  Testimony  of  approbation  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  transmitting  by  the  hands  of  his  Excellency  the  President,  coming 
Irom  so  lespeotabie  an  Assembly,  cannot  but  make  the  deepest  im- 
pression on  my  mind. 

However  conscious  I  am  that  your  generous  sensibility  attributes 
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infinitel/  too  mnch  to  me,  my  respect  for  you  leads  me  to  acquieaoe 
in  your  request  and  gratefully 

To  subscribe  myself 

Gkntlemen^ 

your  much  obliged 

and  most  obed't  Serv't, 

G»  WASHINGTON.*^ 

Head  Quarters,  Philadelphia,  Jan'y  20th,  1779. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Ezcellenoy  the  President  and  the  honorable  members  of 
the  Supreme  Ezecntiye  CounoiL 


CouKciL  TO  Delegates  in  CoNaRESS,  1779. 

Council  Chamber, 

Jan.  20th,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

This  Board  having  taken  into  their  consideration  the  state  of  their 
General  Officers  &  examined  the  Resolutions  of  Congress,  hare  unani- 
mously come  into  the  Determinations  which  I  now  inclose,  &  upon 
which  Council  desire  yon  to  exert  yourselves,  that  Justice  may  be 
done  the  State  in  a  Point  where  it  has  been,  &  may  again  be  materially 
injured  if  not  duly  attended  to;  this  State  has  had  more  of  its  officers 
&  Men  captured  by  the  Enemy  than  any  four  or  5  other  States  in  the 
Union:  many  of  them  perished  miserably  in  their  hands,  many  yet 
remain  Prisoners  from  the  Year  1776,  great  Irregularities  having 
happened  before  an  authorized  Commissary  was  appointed  &  his 
authority  having  been  contrould  by  some  States  in  special  Instances. 
Notwitb9tand'g  these  public  losses  occasioned  in  no  small  degree  by 
the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  this  State  has  more  Troops  engaged 
for  the  War  than  any  other,  &  more  men  in  the  Field  on  actual  ser- 
vice under  Gen.  Washington  than  any  other.  We  mention  these 
Circumstances  as  a  Ground  for  your  claiming  the  attention  of  Con* 
gross  that  the  Troops  of  this  State  may  not  be  deprived  of  the 
advantages  attending  a  Command  of  one  of  their  own  officers  when  en- 
titled to  it,  as  at  present  we  clearly  conceive  they  are.  When  the  State 
raised  Troops  equal  to  a  Generals  Command,  General  Armstrong  & 
Gen.  Thompson  were  appointed  at  an  early  day — Congress  thought  pro- 
per to  lay  the  first  aside  arbitrarily,  as  they  did  General  Arnold  at  the 
same  time,  either  arbitrarily  or  because  the  respective  States  of  Penn- 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XL,  p.  671*  where  the  Cooncil  request  him  to 
"permit  them  to  place  his  portrait  in  the  Council  Chamber.'' 
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ijlvania  &  Connecticut  had  an  nnequal  Proportion  of  Oen.  Officers. 
Congress  soon  after  raised  Gen.  Arnold  to  be  a  Major  Gen.,  leaviog 
Gen.  Armstrong  in  his  old  Station,  which  occasioned  an  immediate 
Resignation.  In  the  mean  time  Brig'  S*  Clair  had  been  promoted  to 
be  a  Major  Gen.,  &  by  Military  Rules  had  a  clear  Precedence  of  Gen. 
Arnold.  Now  either  the  Congress  act  arbitrarily  in  cases  of  Promo- 
tion or  upon  some  Principle — ^if  of  the  latter  why  deprive  Gen.  Arm- 
strong &  in  him  the  State  of  the  Benefit  arising  from  his  appoint- 
ment— if  mere  Power  i^  the  Principle  why  is  Gen.  Arnold  to  be 
preferred  to  S^  Clair  who  had  by  an  Act  of  Congress  gained  a  decided 
superiority.  If  it  is  alledged  that  Congress  have  in  cases  of  extra- 
ordinary Merit  a  Right  of  ordering  Promotion,  this  Rule  cat  never 
with  Justice  be  extended  so  as  to  intrench  upon  the  Rights  of  others — 
such  a  construction  would  if  carried  into  effect  break  up  any  Army-^ 
for  tho'  Congress  may  have  a  Right  to  raise  a  Lieutenant  to  be  a 
Colonel,  they  cannot  justly  or  properly  give  him  Rank  over  all  other 
Colonels  nor  has  this  ever  been  done. 

How  far  later  Opinions  &  better  Information  may  have  encreased 
or  diminished  the  splendor  of  the  Banbury  affair  we  shall  not  enter  into, 
Congress  being  allowed  to  be  the  Judge  of  Merit,  but  it  has  never 
yet  appeared  to  us  that  this  Reason  is  assigned  for  the  Promotion 
which  ought  &  has  been  the  Case  where  the  line  of  succession  has 
been  broken  in  Respect  to  extraordinary  Merit — ^Upon  the  whole 
therefore  we  think  the  State  may  justly  claim  either  that  entire  Justice 
be  done,  in  which  case  Gen.  Armstrong  who  is  highly  esteemed  by 
this  State  be  restored  to  his  Rank— or  if  the  Power  of  Congress  is 
admitted  in  this  Case  then  the  exercise  of  it  ought  to  be  claimed  in  the 
Case  of  Gen.  S'  Clair,  otherwise  Pennsylvania  must  draw  this  un- 
handsome Conclusion  that  Congress  apply  one  Rule  to  other  States 
&  another  to  her,  a  Principle  which  can  neither  claim  our  Respeot^or 
obedience. 

We  do  not  enter  into  the  comparative  merits  of  the  Gentlemen  but 
we  may  &  think  ourselves  in  Duty  to  this  State  obliged  to  say  that 
from  the  Experience  we  have  had.  Gen.  Arnold's  Command  has  not 
been  exercised  with  that  Dignity  or  attention  to  the  Interests  &  con- 
venience of  the  People  whom  we  represent  to  induce  us  to  abate  fron^ 
motives  of  personal  Respect  the  smallest  claim  which  the  State  has 
upon  the  Justice  &  Honour  of  Congress. 

By  the  Desire  &  in  Behalf 

of  the  Council  unanimously, 

I  subscribe  myself  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed.  &  very  Hble  Serv't, 

Indoriementf 
To  th«  HonUe  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Ocogreas. 
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!Prbs.  Reed  to  Moiis.  Gbkard,  1779. 

In  Council^ 

Philaa'a,Jan'v25,1779. 
Sir 

The  Laws  &  Police  of  thifl  State  require,  tbat  when  any  Penoas 
come  to  violent  Death,  the  proper  Officers  of  Justice  are  Co  make 
Inqairy  into  the  Causes  of  snoh  Death,  &  report  to  publiok  autho- 
rity that  justice  may  be  done  k  Offenders  brought  to  Punishment 
There  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  a  Gentleman  of  your  Nation 
has  lately  died,  in  consequence  of  a  Wound  received  from  an  Ame- 
rican Officer,  &  tho  the  proper  Officer  have  made  diligent  Inqairy, 
&  especially  of  the  French  Gentlemen,  they  find  themselves  embar- 
rassed &  dii9C0very  hitherto  eluded,  &  as  we  apprehend  from  false 
Principles  of  Delicacy  &  Honour.  Our  respect  to  the  Nation  bd 
worthily  represented  by  you,  &  the  justice  of  our  State  combine  on 
this  Occasion  to  scrutinuse  die  unhappy  Transaction,  &  we  have  to 
request  of  your  honour  to  exert  your  Influence  over  the  Gentlemen 
of  your  Nation  to  give  the  necessary  Information.  We  are  sorry  to 
observe,  that  their  Silence  &  Ke^tanoe  prevents  us  from  ascertain- 
ing the  Name,  Abode,  or  Place  of  Burial  of  the  deceased.  But  that 
such  an  Event  has  really  happened  we  entertain  little  doubt 

It  is  perfectly  unnecessary  for  me  to  give  your  Ezcell''  assurances 
of  our  sincere  desire  to  preserve  perfect  Harmony  betwooi  the  sub- 
jects of  the  different  Nations  now  so  firmly  united  in  Interests  b 
Friendship,  to  add  that  the  Inquiries  above  referr'd  to^  will  have  a 
happy  tendency  to  prevent  such  violence  in  futut«,  &  to  guard  the 
Laws  of  the  Gauntry  from  Violation,  &  preserve  the  Amity  subsist- 
ing between  the  two  Nations. 

I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Your  EzcelL  most  obed. 

HUe  Sorv*. 

JOS.  EEED,  Presd*.* 
Hnble  the  Sienr  Gerard,  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 


Geo.  Smith  to  Pkbs.  Reed,  1779/ 

Sir, 

I  have  Discovered  a  few  more  of  y  Inhabitanoe  of  Phila*  Coun- 
ty, that  has  gon  off  with  y*  Enemy  of  theas  States,  and  haith  not 
bean  Proclamd  yet,  theirforo  I  send  you  their  Names  in  hops  to  see 
it  in  our  P^)er  soon,  as  I  find  some  of  their  Estates  is  a  Waafting 
very  fast 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  678,  and  reply,  page  169.  • 
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Tkomas  Ootdwiy  of  Oxford  townahipi  BiaglQ  man^  son  6f  y«  Widoir 
Goidaa,  jist  above  Fnakford. 

HoltoB  Joa«s,  halter,  of  Gkraaantowii  townriiipi  na^  man. 

laaae  Tajfer,  ainglo  man,  yeomaD,  of  Whitpain  iownBhip. 

John  Robiaon,  Cordwinder,  of  Wbitpaia  townabspy  aia^  man. 

Daael  Janes,  of  y*  Maner  of  Moreland,  aiDgleman;  allot  y* 
Gomnty  of  Phik%  SUte  of  Pennsyivania. 

Tbia  from  your  Humble  Serrant, 

GEORGE  SMITH. 
Directed^ 

To  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  y*  Ezectttlve  Coancell^ 
Pennsy^.  ^ 


Dr.  Valentikb  Standlby  to  Council,  1779. 

Philad'a,  Jan'y  26th,  1779- 
Honorable  Gentl"| 

The  Slat  of  July,  1777, 1  bad  the  Honor  of  being  appointed  Sor* 
geon  of  tbe  Ship  Montgomeryi  by  the  Navy  Board,  after  having 
proJaoed  a  Certifioato  of  my  Examination  before  Doof*  Wm.  Ship- 
pen,  Senior  &  Junior.  When  the  Enemy  took  posaession  of  thia 
city,  Doct'  Dunlap  remained  here,  leaving  upon  Province  Island  the 
Sick,  Medicines,  Instruments,  bedding,  £o.,  belonging  to  the  Hosp^ 
Upon  the  Enemy  making  their  appearance  towards  the  Island,  I 
thought  it  most  prudent  to  remove  the  siok,  &c.,  upon  Mud  Island, 
which  I  aoeordingly  did,  and  took  care  of  them.  Tbe  1st  of  Oof, 
1777,  the  Navy  Board  &  Commodore,  without  any  soUicitation  of 
mine,  appointed  me  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital  &  Fleet,  in  tbe 
Boom  of  DocIF  Dunlap,  who  deserted  said  Hospital  &  Fleet,  with  all 
tbe  Power  k  Pay  that  he  had.  Upon  tbe  appearance  of  the  Enemys 
Batteries  upon  Province  Island,  I  thought  proper  to  remove  the 
Sick  into  tbe  Jerseye,  where  they  remained  until  the  last  Saturday 
of  the  Siege,  when  I  sent*the  wounded  &  them  up  to  Burlington, 
with  my  Mate,  to  Doct'  Glentworth,  whilst  I  remain^  behind  with 
tbe  Commodore,  in  Case  of  any  Accidents  happening  on  the  Betreat 
apast  the  City.  Upon  my  arrival  at  Burlington  I  found  my  aiok  &. 
wounded,  I  immediately  crossed  the  River  to  Bristol  and  erected  a 
Hospital  there ;  after  that  I  removed  them  to  Trenton  were  we  win- 
tered, from  thence  to  Lancaster  &  Philad'a,  where  I  have  taken  par- 
ticular Care  of  them  to  this  Day.  F'  Hutchinson  has  never  yet  at- 
tended the  sick  since  his  appointment. 

I  called  upon  the  Paymaster  the  other  day  foi^  some  money,  he  in- 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  679. 
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formed  me  that  Gomitnl  had  ordered  him  to  pay  me  off,  bat  to  keep 
within  fifty  Dollars  ^  month,  when  Doot'  Banlap  had  Three  DoUara 
^  Day,  as  will  appear  by  Mr.  Webb,  the  Paymaster  formerly,  or  by 
Doct'  Danlap,  who  reoeWed  it  I  think  myself  much  aggrieyed, 
that  I  should  be  saperoeded  by  a  Gentl"  who  bears  three  Commissions 
in  the  Army  &  Navy  3  not  only  that,  bat  that  I  should  be  refused  by 
the  Paymaster  to  be  paid  my  just  dae,  when  I  have  endured  all  the 
Hardships  of  the  Campaign,  &  taken  care  of  all  the  sick,  wounded, 
&c.,  which  fell  into  my  Hands.  I  now  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  the 
Honarable  Gentl"  of  the  Council,  a  few  lines  from  the  Navy  Board, 
Commodore  &  Doct'  Glentworth,  testifying  my  Behaviour  &  Treat- 
ment of  the  sick  &  wounded.  Interim  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with 
the  most  profound  Respect  &,  Esteem, 

Hon'le  Gentl" 

Y'  most  Ob*  h«  S*, 

VALENTINE  STANDLEY,  Jr.* 


These  are  to  Certify,  that  Doctor  Valentine  Standly  has  acted  as 
Chief  Surgeon  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Fleet,  under  my  Command, 
from  the  time  the  Enemy  took  possession  of  this  City,  and  during  the 
siege  of  the  River  we  had  about  70  men  kill'd  and  wounded  in  dif- 
ferent Actions  with  the  Enemy's  Ships  and  Batteries,  during  which 
time  he  performed  his  Business  in  such  a  manner  as  to  effect  a  great 
number  of  Cures  on  men  who  were  dangerously  wounded. 

Given  under  my  hand,  in  Philad%  this  17th  day  of  Jan^,  1779. 

John  Hazelwood,  C.  P.  P. 

The  Bearer  hereof,  Doct'  Valentine  Standley,  was  appointed  Se« 
nior  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital  Fleet,  in  the  room  of  Doct'  Danlap, 
who  deserted  the  said  Hospital  &  Fleet,  &  has,  during  the  whole  of 
the  time,  taken  the  utmost  care  imaginable  of  the  sick  &  wounded 
which  fell  into  his  hands,  by  which  he  has  merited  the  approba* 
tion  &  esteem  of  this  Board. 

Wm.  Bradford, 
Paul  Cox, 
Manusl  Eyrs. 
Jan'y  13th,  1779, 

J^irectedf 

To  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XL  p.  691. 
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Gkn.  D  Bobbrdeau  to  Pbesident  Bbsd,  1779. 

Philad'a,  Jap'j  27tb,  1779. 
Sir. 

Yesterday  the  eneloaed  Resolntioii  obtained,  bat  borrj  of  bosioestf 
on  the  affairs  it  allades  to,  aod  others  respecting  this  State,  was  the 
occasion  of  my  ommitting  to  forward  the  enclosed  before.  I  am  with 
most  respectful  salutations  to  Gouncil, 

Sir,  y  most  ob*  A  very 

humb.  Serv*, 

DANIEL  ROBEKDEAU. 
Direeted, 

His  Ezeelloy  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Hon'ble  the 
Supreme  Ezecntiye  Council;  Pennsylvania. 


Wm.  Aua.  Patterson  to  Council,  1779. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  Governor  and  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  The  Memorial  of  Wm.  Aug"*"  Patterson 
Late  Gapt.  of  the  15*^  Regm^  of  the  Massechusets  Bay^  Com- 
manded by  Coin'  Patterson. — Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Ezoellencys  Memorialist  Entered  the  service  at  The 
time  your  Honour  &  his  Excellency  went  to  Cambridge,  at  which 
place  he  joined  the  Grand  Army  there  with  the  Convoy  of  Powder 
from  this  Place  under  his  care  the  17^  Day  of  August.  A  short  time 
after  he  was  Honoured  with  a  First  Lieut^'^  In  the  above  Regm^  By 
the  Coln^  Request;  he  then  did  Duty  untill  the  Evacuation  of  Boston 
The  17^  of  March,  &  was  in  every  Publick  Service  during  the  Block- 
ade ;  the  18^  of  March  he  marched  off  with  four  Regm*",  his  own 
under  the  Command  of  General  Heath  To  New  Tork  where  with 
the  Brigade  he  arrived  Aprill  the  Third,  And  in  a  Few  Days  after 
his  Arrivell  was  ordered  with  a  Party  to  Fort  Montgomery  seventy- 
five  miles  up  the  North  River,  where  in  Eighteen  Days  he  Erected 
a  Battery  Mounting  six  Eighteen  Pounders.  In  the  Beginning  of 
May  he  was  with  his  party  taken  on  Board  the  fleet  bound  to  Can- 
ada under  the  Command  of  Generall  Thompson ;  on  our  arrivall  at 
Fort  St.  John  our  Regm'  Received  orders  from  his  honnour  General 
Arnold  to  join  him  at  Montreall  with  all  the  Men  whom  had  had 
the  Small  Pox.  I  was  sent  over  with  that  party  under  the  Command 
of  our  Brave  Major  Sherburne  (now  a  Collon*)  In  the  Different  Ac- 
tions in  that  place  I  can  as  well  as  others  take  upon  me  to  say  I  ever 
attempted  The  Duty  of  the  officer  &  the  Soldier  He  then  with  the 
Remains  of  the  Regm*  &  our  flying  army  under  Generall  Arnold, 
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B^tarned  to  Crown  Point  &  from  there  to  Ticonderoffa,  where  the 
Command  of  the  Northern  Army  Devolved  on  OenenNl  Qntea,  who 
appointed  him  aasistant  Enganerr  To  Coin.  Baldwin.  In  which  ser^ 
vice  He  Directed  and  Snperintended  all  the  Worke  at  Ticonderoga 
and  Mount  Independance.  In  August  1776  mj  Brave  Cap*  Died 
Niffh  Crown  point.  When  I  gott  the  Company  in  November  I  was 
ordered  off  from  Ty«  with  Generall  Gkitea^  the  Rear  of  the  four  Reg** 
under  his  Command  Being  given  to  me  I  joined  His  Ezoelleney 
Oen>  Washington  at  Newtown,  the  Sven'g  of  the  24^  of  Deoember, 
after  a  severe  hard  march.  The  25*^  in  the  Even'g  we  marched  to 
the  Glorious  action  of  Trentcm  &  then  to  the  third  of  Jan' j  Prince 
Town,  from  thence  to  Morrestown,  where  the  times  of  His  Begm* 
Being  Expired  &  A  Law  passed  in  the  State  of  Massachusets  Baji 
that  no  officer  was  to  serve  in  that  State  except  he  Belonged  to  it, 
which  put  me  Intirely  out  of  Commission.  As  I  Clmmed  &is  State 
and  my  friends  here  at  the  time  of  the  Begulatioiis  of  the  troops  of 
this  State  thinking  I  was  provided  for,  Being  so  long  in  the  Service 
made  no  Provision  for  me.  However  that  never  hindered  me  to 
attempt  the  Duty  I  owe  my  Country.  On  the  20*'»  of  May  1777  I 
joined  the  train  of  Artillery  of  this  State,  and  has  ever  since  acted  as 
a  Volunteer.  In  every  action,  that  of  Monmouth  excepted,  as  I  was 
here  on  Duty  without  Pay  or  any  Bettaliation  whatsoever,  all  I  now 
ask,  as  I  hear  there  is  a  Regulation  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  that 
if  my  Little  Services  is  worthy  the  notice  of  your  Excellency  or  the 
Hon'ble  Executive  Council  you  will  take  my  Circumstances  under 
Consideration  as  your  Honour  &  the  Councill  shall  think  meet. 

There  is  a  Corps  of  Engeneers  Forthwith  to  be  raised  under  Oen- 
erall  Du  Portaill,  which  is  a  piece  of  Duty  I  am  a  little  aoquainted 
with,  which  I  should  have  no  objection  to  enter  into,  as  Nothing 
wou'd  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  attempt  My  Small  Services 
towards  the  Establishment  of  a  Country,  That  is  &  I  am  certain 
whilst  maintained  by  a  number  of  such  Yirtous  Gitixens  in  force  & 
Ever  will  Be  so,  which  God  grant  it  May. 

Philad.,  Jan'y  27%  1779. 

W-.  AUG-**  PATTERSON. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  and  the  Hon'ble  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Supreme  Executive  Councill  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 
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MoKs.  Obrard  to  F&ssibbnt  Beed,  1779. 

A  Philadelphie,  le  27  Janvier,  1779. 
Monsieori 

Bn  ooBB^aeBoe  de  la  leUre  qve  toiui  m'avda  fiut  Phoimear  de 
m'Sonra,*  j'ai  parle  k  la  plupatt  dea  (Mden  fran^oia  ani  aont  k 
I^ifiadelpiiia  et  j'ai  &it  pnndre  daa  mfbrnationa  obei  dea  aatnt 
partieiiliaia  de  ua  nation  xelatiTement  i  la  mort  qui  Mt  Tobjet  dea 
roeheidieB  do  Ooaaeil  de  oet  Etat  lb  la'oiit  dedar£  BQamme- 
Bieiit  qn'ila  A'aToieBtf  aacnne  eonnoiaBanoa  relativemeiit  A  oet 
6?enement  qne  par  le  Imit  paUio,  qu'en  rapfena&t  ila  ayohBt  fait 
lovtea  lea  paqniaitioiia  posablea  pour Vaasurer  de  la  ?6rite  dea  faita 
dont  ila  dontoient  d'antant  jdua  qu'ila  ne  voyoieiit  manqoer  avoune 
de  leora  oompatriotea ;  qae  leara  aoins  lea  avoit  oondvit  a  apiendre  one 
M.  le  Oapitame  d'Ogherti  s'etoit  vaDtd  d'avoir  ta6  no  finai^is.  M. 
le  C^  d'fiaiaiiard  a^adreeaa  i  M.  D'Ogherti  lui  m^tne  pour  liii 
demander  ri  lea  propoa  qu'on  lai  portoit  6toient  vrais^  cet  Offioiev 
repondit  qn'il  n'avoit  paa  ta6  maia  simpleine&t  bleaB6  aon  adTeiaairei 
•t  ana  le  leBdemaiii  ila  out  ba  ei  mjuig^  enaamble  eB  trta  bonni 
iBtelliffe&oe. 

Youiy  Monaieary  toat  oe  qne  mon  tUe  poor  le  bon  oidxe^  ma 
d^fdrenoe  ponr  lea  deaim  dn  Counseil  ot  mon  empreaiMaent  ponr 
tout  oeqni  pent  etreagrAiUe  &  I'Btat  m'ont  conduit  A  dioonyft^. 
J'ai  I'lumnenr  de  yona  tnnsmettre  le  tont  afin  que  le  Oonaeii  en  faaae 
Tnaage  qn'il  jugera  eoBvenable.  Si  yons  me  pertnettte  de  yona  en 
dire  ma  pena6e  il  me  aemble,  Monaieur,  qn'il  ne  a'agit  qne  de 
oonatater  que  le  bruit  de  la  mort  da  A:an9oia  dont  il  s'agiti  cat  daat»> 
Ui6a  de  tout  fimdement. 

J'ai  I'honnenr  d'etre  ayee  ka  aenttmena  lea  pina  raapeotneoz. 

Honrieuri 

Yotre  trte  humble  et  tr^s 


ob^ifisant  eerTiteur; 


*  Sm  pag0 164, 

t  See  CoL  Rec,  VoL  XL,  p.  678. 


QEBABD. 


Vol.  Vn. 
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PBESXDSiNrT  Bbxd  to  Thomas  Buree,  Esq.,  1779. 

In  Counoil;  Philada.^  January  28th;  1779. 

Sir, 

I  was  favoured  yesterday  with  yours  of  the  26th  Inst.,  respecting 
the  Sloop  Active,*  which  from  having  been  a  subject  of  much  litiga- 
tion in  tne  Courts  of  Justice,  now  oomprehends  questions  of  high 
import  to  the  Interests  &  Police  of  this  &  the  United  States.  And 
we  feel  great  anxiety  that  the  diseipline  may  be  had  upon  the  Prinei* 
pies  of  Law,  Justice  &  Reason  only,  &  conducted  with  that  Harmony 
&  Temper  which  will  be  most  likely  to  lead  to  Truth  &  future 
Tranquility.  •  The  general  power  &  jurisdiction  of  Congress  in 
maritime  oases  between  the  captors  &  captui^ed  we  apprehend  is  not 
affected  by  the  opposition  made  to  the  decree  of  the  Commissioners 
in  the  case  of  the  Active.  We  therefore  fear  some  inconveniences 
will  ensue,  if  the  Committee  should  make  their  Report  without 
^ving  the  parties  interested  an  opp'y  to  state  the  Grounds  &  Prin* 
ciples  upon  which  the  difficulty  of  complying  with  this  decree  ia 
made. 

Because  if  it  should  appear  to  have  originated  from  the  special 
eiroumstanoee  of  the  case,  &  founded  on  the  Municipal  law  of  the 
State,  we  apprehend  it  will  be  clearly  distinguished  from  the  case 
of  a  general  denial  of  the  4uthofity  of  Congress  in  all  maritime 
'causes  whatsoever. 

I  would  wish  that  this  may  not  be  considered  as  an  interference 
of  the  State,  but  information  to  the  Hon'ble  Committee,  suggested 
by  our  regaid  to  the  real  Interests  of  the  whole  community,  &  a 
desire  that  their  Report  may  be  framed  upon  a  full  &  perfect  know* 
ledge  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

In  this  view  I  submit  to  your  consideration  whether  an  opp'y 
given  to  the  parties  to  lay  before  you  the  Principles  &  Grounds 
upon  which  pursuing  the  advice  of  Gentlemen  of  real  Ability  & 
Knowledge  the  Juri^iction  of  Connress  has  been  questioned,  will  not 
tend  to  a  just,  honourable  &  peaceful  conclusion  of  this  business. 


Tflos.  BuRKB  TO  Prbsident  Bebd,  1779.    • 

Philadelphia,  January  28th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  this  day,  and  laid  it  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

We  concur  with  you  in  every  wish  that  the  business  referred  to 
us  may  be  discussed  and  decided  upon  principles  of  law,  justice  and 
reason,  and  know  of  none  other  that  ought  or  can  influence  the 
Congress  therein. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  647,  667. 
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We  baye  yet  discovered  nothing,  in  the  Business  that  can  affect 
the  temper  or  indanger  the  harmony  which  we  believe  subsists 
between  Congress  and  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  do  not  suppose  that  the  general  power  of  Congress  to  decide 
as  the  last  leaorfe  in  all  caaea  6f  captures  is  denied  or  affected  by  the 
opposition  given  by  the  Judge  of  admiralty  in  Pennsylvania  in  the 
ease  referred  to  us,  the  Judge  has  been  requested  to  certify  his 
reasons ;  he  has  declared  that  the  law  of  the  state  has  made  the 
finding  of  a  Jury  conclusive  in  all  matters  of  fact^  without  re-examina- 
iion  or  appeal^  and  that  he  is  precluded  by  this  law  from  enforcing 
any  decree  contrary  to  the  verdict  of  a  Jury^  he  has  offered  argu- 
ments in  support  of  his  conduct^  and  the  only  question  seoms  to  be 
whether  the  municipal  law  of  any  one  state  can  control  or  restrain 
the  exercise  of  the  power  to  decide  finally  on  all  cases  of  captures  f 
This  question  ougbt^  and  we  hope  will  be  discussed  and  decided  on 
principles  of  law,  justice  and  reason,  and  we  doubt  not  if  it  shall  be 
found  that  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have  mistaken  or  over- 
looked any  principle,  and  through  such  mistake  or  Inadvertance 
have  passed  a  law  which  has  an  injurious  effect  contrary  to  their 
expectation  and  wishes,  the  members  composing  it  have  too  much 
liberality  to  persist,  and  too  much  temner  and  good  sense  to  takd 
offenoe  at  men  who  may  be  by  their  duty  called  on  to  decide.  In 
short  we  none  of  ns  eoDceive  this  affair  to  have  proceeded  from  any 
thing  but  thoae  imperfections  of  human  language  and  human  under- 
standing from  which  no  rank  or  condition  of  men  is  exempt,  and  we 
have  no  apprehensions  that  any  evil  can  arise  from  the  result  of  the 
deliberations  and  decisions  of  Congress  on  it.  We  are  exoeedingly 
willing  to  receive  every  information  possible  on  the  subject,  and  have 
appointed  to-morrow  aflernoon  to  hear  whatever  the  parties  may  be 
pleased  to  suggest ;  ihe  Committee  will  meet  at  the  State  House  at 
six  o'clock. 

I  am  Sir;  widi  great  esteem  and  req>eot| 

your  very  obed't  serv't, 

THOS.  SUBKE. 

Dtrectedy  ^ 

His  Excellency  Jo's  Heed;  Esquire^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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Pessibent  Bsbd  to  Thomas  Burk%  1779. 

In  CoanoiI| 
PhiladAlphui,  Jtiiwy  2941, 1779. 
Sr, 

I  did  not  receive  yonr  favour  of  yesterday  fill  late  last  evening, 
&  SB  the  mode  pursued  by  the  Committee  wiU  I  make  no  doubt  be 
satisfiujtory  to  all  parties^  I  trust  it  will  lead  to  a  deoision  equally 
satisfaotory.  The  Att'y  Genl.  of  the  Stale  will  be  notified  of  the 
time  &  plaoe  as  mentioned  in  your  letter — ^but  I  fear  the  former 
will  prove  too  short,  if  so  the  prinoiple  upon  which  it  was  appointed 
will  doubtless  operate  for  a  oouveiiient  enlai^ement.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  by  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  Say  &  New  Hampshire 
appeals  in  many  oases  of  capture  are  refused,  «  that  particularly  a 
subject  of  this  State  in  a  maritime  case  was  refused  an  appeal  from 
y*  Court  of  Admiralty  of  the  latter  State.  I  mention  these  circum- 
stances as  they  may  lead  to  a  geseral  consideration  of  this  subject, 
&  forming  a  system  of  maritime  jurisprudence  equally  binding  upon 
fill  the  states  m  the  Union. 

.  And  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant. 


Ikvitaxion  to  Funbbal  of  Jamss  Young,  1779. 

Brother  Matlack, 

Please  to  inform  the  Presideiit  and  Conncill  that  they  are  par- 
ticularly desired  to  attend  the  funeral  of  James  Young,  Esq',  to 
meet  at  his  late  dwelling  on  first  day  next,  at  three  o'clodc  in  the 
aftemoon-^his  invitation  includes  the  Secretary. 

SAM'L  WETHERIUi,  Jr. 

January  29th,  1779. 

2)ir€cUdf 
To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq'. 

See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  677. 
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BssoLunov  ow  CovaKflss,  1779. 

In  Oongre88| 

29»  Jan'y,  1779. 

9  A  Letter  of  this  day  from  D.  Franks,*  was  read;  i&forminjj^tbat 
he  has  applied  to  the  ezecntive  conncil  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  paaa 
for  his  clerk,  Patrick  Bice,  to  go  into  New  York  to  settle  his 
lusconnta  as  late  commissary  of  the  British  prisoners,  and  that  the 
conncil  have  referred  him  to  Congress,  wherenpon 

Resolved.  That  Congress  do  not  object  to  the  Conncil  of  this  stato 
nting  a  pass  to  snch  of  H'  Franks'derks,  to  go  to  and  return  from 

ew  York,  on  the  business  mentioned  in  his  letter,  as  they  can  con* 
fide  in,  and  tliat  flueh  <derk  itke  the  (fireotions  of  general  Washingtea 
as  to  Um  timo  &  maimer  of  his  going  in. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

OHA.  THOdiSQN^  8wPy4 


gni 

Nei 


Obn.  MoIktosh  to  Col.  Loohbt,  1779. 

Fort  Pitt,  the  29»  January,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  Just  informed  that  Capt.  Clark,  of  the  8^  Pennsylvaniil 
'Begem*,  who  wa9  sent  to  Command  an  Bsoort  to  Fort  Laurens,  as 
he  was  returning  with  a  Sei^geant  ft  14  Hen,  three  miles  this  side  of 
that  fort,  was  attacked  by  Simon /Oirty  ft  a  pBTty  of  Mingbes,  Who 
killed  two  of  our  men,  wounded  four,  ft  took  one  piisoner. 

I  am  also  informed  that  a  large  pajpty  of  the  same  peojde  are  set 
off  to  strike  the  Inhabitants  about  Ligonier  ft  Black  Leg  Creek,  ft 
send  yon  this  Express  to  inform  you  ai  it,  that  you  may  acquaint 
the  neighbourhood,  ft  be  upon  your  Guard. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moat  eb*  Serv*« 

LACH«  M«INTOBH. 

Directed f 
On  Public  Service. 

To  Colonel  Loohry,  Lieutenant  of  Westmoreland  County. 
By  Ool*  John  Oampbdl. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  688. 
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F&ES.  Rbsd  to  Dxlbgai?bs  in  CoKQREsSy  1779. 

Gentlemen^ 

We  have  to  requeet  you  that  whenever  any  Qnestion  shall  be  put 
which  may  affect  the  Authority  or  Benntation  of  this  Cooneili  kp 
more  especially  in  the  Case  of  Gen.  Arnold,  that  you  oall  for  the 
Teas  &  Nays,^that  in  our  Correspondence  with  our  sister  states  we  may 
have  an  opp^  to  shew  them  how  far  their  Delegates  in  Congress  do 
or  do  not  manifest  a  Disposition  to  support  the  authority  of  civil 
Government^  ft  more  especially  in  the  Execution  of  the  Besolvea  of 
Congress. 

I  ami  Gcnt.| 

^  ^  .  Tour  most  obed.  H'bla  aerv^, 

.    JOS.BBEDy 

President 

Oteneil  (OamlMr,  Jan.  80, 1779. 

Directed, 
The  Hon*  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylv*. 


Petbb  Db  Haybn  to  Council,  1779. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Sxeontive  Coanoil  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 

The  Petilaon  of  PMer  DeHaven 

Humbly  sheweth, 

Your  Petitioner  understands  that  the  place  of  Waggon  master 
General  is  now  vacant,  and  as  he  has  suffered  considerably  by  the 
Enemy  whilst  they  were  in  Town,  and  being  entirely  out  of  business 
by  the  breaking  up  of  the  Gun  Factory,  which  he  hopes  was  con- 
ducted to  your  Hon'*  satisfaction,  He,  therefore,  begs  leave  to  offer 
himself  (if  he  is  so  happy  as  to  be  thought  Capable)  for  the  above 
vacancy,  and  your  Petitioner  will  always  endeavour  to  use  his  utmost 
care  and  diligence  to  perform  his  Duty  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Hon'ble  Council  and  the  Publick. 

Your  Hon** 

Host  humble  &  most  obedient  servant, 

PETER  DB  HAVEN. 

Philadelphia,  January  30th,  1779. 
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Gbkl.  Kath.  Gbeene  to  Goysrkob  Bsbd,  1779. 

Col.  Mitohersy  5  o'clock. 

Januaiy  8d.  1779. 
Sir, 

Yomr  &¥or  of  Mb  daj,  cUWd  at  thvee  o'CSock  this  afternooDi  Li 
to  me  both  surprising  and  uointelli^bk.  I  have  ^ven  no  oiden 
respecting  the  matter  yon  mention.  Col.  Mitchel  shewed  me  a 
Letter  from  General  Amold|  and  one  that  he  wrote  the  general  upon 
the  subjecti  endeavoring  to  fix  the  principles  upon  which  the  partj 
were  to  be  paid  for  their  services,  at  the  same  time  observing  lie 
should  obey  the  General's  order,  if  he  gave  one.  .Col.  Mitchel  waits 
upon  yon  to  give  you  any  farther  information  you  may  want  re- 
specting the  business.  If  there  has  been  any  thing  done  oontrary 
to  the  honor  or  Interest  of  the  state^  it  is  a. piece  of  inadvertence 
and  all  together  without  design.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  serv*, 

NATH.  GREENE. 

Direeiedf 

.    His  Eieellenoy  Governor  Reed^  present. 


Robert  Lbvebs  to  Cottncil,  1779. 

Easton^  January  81st,  1779. 

Sir, 

In  the  Month  of  Marah  last  being  in  extreme  difficulty  for  want 
«f  a  House  to  reside  in  at  Easton  and  to  lodge  the  Public  Papers, 
my  Landl<Mxl  to  whom  I  then  paid  Thirteen  Pounds  "^  ann.,  having 
given  me  notice  to  leave  the  Premises,  I  applied  to  his  Excellency 
the  late  Pvesident  for  Leave  to  remove  the  Prothonotary  office  to 
the  Town  of  Northampton,  or  near  it — His  Excellency  was  pleased 
to  lay  the  matter  before  Council,  and  the  Council  thought  propw  to 
permit  me  to  remove  the  Public  Papers  to  Northampton,  or  near  k, 
if  I  oould  not  retain  the  House  in  Easton  I  then  ocouinedy  or  pro- 
cure another,  as  appeared  by  His  Excellency's  Faver  to  me  of  21st 
March  Jaat^  wfaieh  I  beg  Leave  to  transcribe  as  follows,  vis*. 

*  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  680. 
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^*  In  Ooonoil, 

'^  Lanoaster,  March  21st^  1778. 

''Sir, 

''  Tliifl  day  I  received  your  Letter  of  the  IStli  iBstant  by  Col* 
<^  Beani  which  I  layed  before  Council — ^Thoy  are  of  Opinion,  in 
<'  ease  yon  are  obliged  to  remove  from  the  House  yon  now  occupy^ 
<<  and  cannot  procnre  another  in  Easton,  that  AUentown^  or  near  it, 
<<  win  be  a  convenient  Place  for  Public  Papers  to  be  deposited;  and 
^*  therefore  can  have  no  objection  to  your  Request.  ; 

« I  am  Sir, 

'<  your  very  humble  Servant 

«  THO.  WHARTON,  Jr.,  Pres*. 
f'  To  Robert  Levers,  Esq'. 


Altho  Council  had  been  pleased  h)  condescend  to  my  Bequest, 
yet,  as  it  appeared  to  me  more  agreeable  to  Conncil,  that  if  a  House 
could  be  obtained  in  Easton  I  should  continue  there,  and  finding 
my  Landlord  not  averse  to  my  continuing  in  the  House,  if  I  woud 
consent  to  pay  hhn  One  Hundred  Pounds  for. a  year's  Rent,  instead 
of  Thirteen,  I  had  paid  the  year  before.  I  esteemed  it  my  duty  at 
that  time,  from  the  nature  of  the  Permission  of  Council,  to  close  in 
with  mv  Landlord,  notwithstanding  his  extortionate  Demand,  and 
engaged  his  House  for  a  year  at  the  hundred  Pounds,  which  year 
expires  the  First  of  next  April — Mr.  Ebrig,  for  that  is  my  land- 
lord's name,  has  again  given  me  a  formal  &  kgal  Notice,  to  surrea- 
der  the  Premises  by  the  Isi  April  next^  aUedging  he  has  sold  Im 
Farm,  and  therefore  wants  the  House  I  now  occupy  for  his  own 
immediate  use— Under  these  circumstanoes,  after  eveiy  Enquiry,  I 
find  it  is  imposuble  that  I  can  engage  a  House  in  Baaton,  it  is  true^ 
I  bought  a  Lot  last  Spring,  with  a  very  small  Tenement  on  it,  no 
ways  convenient  for  a  Family,  and  much  less  so,  where  an  office  of 
-%  Publio  nature  is  to  be  kept,  intending  on  this  Lot  to  make  an 
addition  for  my  own  accommodation ;  but  I  find  by  sad  Experienoe 
that  a  Building,  which  a  few  years  ago  in  this  place  would  not  haive 
cost  me  Eighty  Pounds,  will  now  demand  one  Thousand  Pounds,  a 
Sum  my  Circumstances  will  not  admit  of  eas^g  away. — I  have  not 
the  Honor  of  the  least  Personal  Acquaintance  with  his  Excellency, 
the  President ;  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  write  on  the  Subject  to 
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ibe  Honorable,  tbe  Vice  Presidenty  and  do  now  oarneBtly  solicit,  tbat 
yoa  will  be  pletted  to  lay  my  applioaiion  before  tbe  Sopreme  Ezecn- 
tive  Goanoil,  and  favor  me  with  their  determination.  When  I 
applied  to  the  late  President  on  this  Subjeot,  I  represented,  as  truly 
is  the  ease,  tbat  no  isjoty  to  tbe  Pablio  oonld  ensue  from  a  Permis- 
sion to  tbe  Prothonotary  to  remove  bis  Office  to  Northampton,  or 
'near  it ;  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be  an  advantage,  as  that  Place  is 
nearly  in  tbe  middle  of  the  Oounty.    Tbe  inconvenience  will  be 

Irinoipally  to  myself,  in  attending  at  Oonrt  Times  at  Easton  with  such 
^pen  as  will  be  necessary,  which  Inconvenience  and  Trouble  I 
shall  gladly  endure.  Besides,  as  I  shall  then  be  more  immediately 
among  tbe  People  at  large,  than  I  can  now  possibly  be  in  this  littk 
Comer  of  the  County,  I  figure  to  myself  it  will  be  much  in  my 
Power,  as  it  is  ever  in  my  Inclination  to  render  my  mite  of  Serviceli 
to  the  Pnblie  mere  generally  useful. 

Hitherto  I  have  said  nothing  on  the  Subject  of  the  Tron-**-The 
Fbct  k  thus-*- After  I  had  leffe  Council,  and  had  received  of ders  to 
aell  tbe  Two  Tons  of  Iron  at  £200  ^  Tofr,  I  had  reason  to  believe 
when  I  returned  home,  that  more  could  be  got  for  it — AtA  after 
lome  time,  being  at  the  Forge  where  the  Iron  was  bought  ft  hotk 
whence  I  had  not  removed  it,  Mr.  Hugh  Hughes  gave  me  to  undef- 
fitand  that  he  believed,  he  could  get  me  Three  Hundred  Pounds  yf 
Too,  and  afterwards  insured  me  tbat  Bom,  if  I  would  make  him  some 
small  allowance  for  his  trouble,  as  be  proposed  to  sell  it  among  the 
Blacksmiths  in  his  neighbourhood— 'Upon  this  I  gave  him  an  Order 
to  receive  the  Iron,  and  have  not  yet  tettled  with  him,  or  received  any 
Fart  of  the  money — And  I  thought  this  was  better  than  selling  for 
£200  a  Ton,  Especially  as  Iron  seemed  then  to  be  advancing. 

I  am  with  real  Esteem  ft  Regard 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

BOBEBT  LEVERS. 

Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Matlaok,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Common  Wealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia.  Becommended  to  the  Care  of  John 
Okely,  Esq'. 

8* 
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QmL.  Maxwell  to  Prbs't  Bebd,  1779. 

Eliji«^  Town,  !•*  Pebr,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  was  favoured  with  Yours  of  the  22'  olt''  two  days  ago,  and  I 
must  confess  that  I  am  not  displeased  that  the  State  of  Pennsjl- 
vania  feels  some  of  the  bad  effects  of  granting  such  universal  per- 
missions to  go  to  and  from  the  Enemy,  though  I  have  done  eveiy- 
4hing  in  my  power  to  prevent  it  by  examining  their  Letters,  Busi- 
ness, &c^.  Many  who  had  passes  not  to  retusa  again  under  a  notion 
that  they  were  not  able  to  maiiftain  themselves,  in  my  opinion  it 
would  be  much  better  for  the  State  to  grant  them  some  assistance 
than  to  send  them  away,  for  if  they  get  disappointed  at  New  York, 
as  many  of  them  does,  they  will  break  out  some  where  and  get 
home  again«  I  have  had  my  own  troubles  with  them,  but  I  hope 
the  impropriety  Qf  it  is  pro^rly  seen  through,  and  that  no  persons 
will  be  permited  to  pass  into  the  Enemy's  Lines,  but  on  verry 
extraordinary  occasions,  and  their  business  vouched  for  by  some 
good  disinterested  person  or  persons  before  they  obtain  their  pass. 
But  why  need  I  urge  these  restrictions  J  they  will  then  deceive  you 
or  any  one,  though  probably  not  in  such  numbers. 

I  verrily  believe  if  it  were  possable  for  the  angels  of  light  and 
darkness  to  reside  together  on  this  earth,  and  should  those  of  dark- 
ness be  about  to  present  a  Petition  to  Heaven,  they  would  get  some 
of  the  angels  of  light  to  vouch  for  the  justness  of  their  Business  or 
intentions.  However  I  am  well  pleased  With  the  mode  you  have 
proposed,  and  will  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  have  it  carried 
into  execution.  ^  . 

I  will  do  more,  Viz.,  order  their  names  and  places  df  abode  to  be 
taken,  and  send  you  a  Catalogue  of  them  at  the  end  of  every 
month,  by  which  you  will  be  able  to  judge  whether  they  have  com- 
ply'd  with  the  Orders.  It  has  been  a  great  loss  to  us  that  the 
arrangement  has  been  so  long  in  coming  out,  many  of  the  Officers 
not  knowing  whether  they  were  included  in  the  arrange  or  not,  and 
others  of  better  hopes  did  not  know  what  Reg*  they  were  to  be  in, 
which  caused  a  supineness,  and  spoiled  the  recruiting  of  the  nine 
months  men.  Col^  Martin  has,  a  few  days  ago,  wrote  to  the 
Board  of  War  (which  I  believe  was  the  wrong  place,)  that  from  the 
wound  he  had  received  in  the  service  he  was  some  thing  infirm  at 
present,  and  was  willing  to  become  the  Supcmumery  CoP ;  now  the 
three  Col**  are  known,  the  Brigade  may  be  formed  immediately,  and 
the  other  Field  Officers  can  have  their  Rank  settled  at  any  future 
day.  His  Excellency  will  please  to  Order  a  Board  of  Officers  for 
that  purpose.    I  have  wrote  His  Excellency  to  this  same  purpose  . 
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and  hope  the  arangement  will  be  immediately  sent  up  finiabed  aa 
far  as  it  can  at  presenty  and  let  the  rest  be  aded  afterwards. 
I  am.  Sir,  with  maoh  respect  and  Esteem, 

Yoor  most  Ob't,  Humble  Servant, 

W-  MAXWELL. 
Dirtctedj 

Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  the  State  of  Petinsjlvania,  Philadelphia. 


Pjai8iDJBN7  Rbbdto]  Maj.  Gkn'l  Gbssn,  1779. 

Goimoil  Chamber, 

Feb.  1*,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  received  yoor  Favour,*  ft  oan  only  say  in  Answer,  that 
Jordan  has  sworn  to  "the  particulars  I  menticmed,  ft  as  it  seems  to 
be  tile  Idea  of  Congress  that  we  have  no  Authority  to  call  upon  any 
Persons  againBt  whom  Complaint  is  made^  in  older  to  inqniit 
into  their  Conduct ;  till  that  point  is  settled,  we  do  not  iadine  to 
see  any  more  of  their  Offioers,  least  we  may  subject  ourselves  to 
further  Inconveniences.  Mr.  Mitchell's  Representation  will  have 
its  due  Weight,  if  he  thmks  proper  to  make  it  in  writing,  as  I  men- 
tioned before. 

In  the  mean  Time,  by  the  desire  of  Cound],  I  request  yon  to  send 
na  an^Office  Transcript  of  the  Entry  of  these  Waggons  into  the  Pnlh 
lie  service,  ft  of  their  Disoharge ;  also  attested  Copies  of  the  Certi- 
ficates given  at  the  Time,  wJuch  it  appears  were  made  in  the  first 
Gaae^  and  given  in  the  latter.  The  2lBt  October  was  the  Time 
which  I  mention,  to  make  the  search  mcwe  easy. 

lam,  ftc, 

J.  R.,  Preset. 

To  Major  General  Green,  Quarter  Master  General. 

*  See  page  175. 
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Vmbs  vor  David  Bicb  to  New  York,  1779. 

PenniylyaDia;  m. 

The  Sopreme  Exeoutive  GoanoU  of  the  Gommonwealih  of  Pennsyl- 

yania. 

To  Brigadier  General  Maxwell,  or  Officer  oommandiiig  on  the  lines 
next  to  the  City  of  New  York. 

Whereas,  Mr.  David  Franks,  late  Commissary  of  British  Prison- 
ers, petitioned  this  Council  for  a  permission  to  Patrick  Bice,  his 
Clerk,  to  pass  into  the  City  of  New  York  to  settle  the  said  Commis- 
sary's accounts,  and  the  said  application  having  been  communicated 
to  the  Congress,  who  were  pleased  to  signify  their  approbation  of  the 

ginting  the  said  pass :  We  do  hereby  recommend  the  said  Patrick 
ice,  t£it  be  be  permitted  to  pass  into  the  City  of  New  Tork,  and 
to  retUtn  Mun.  And  in  this  special  case  it  is  recommended  that  the 
said  Patrick  Bice  be  permitted  to  pass  without  delay. 

Givaat  by  order  of  the  Comeil,  aoder  the  hand  of  His  Baeel- 
Jency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President,  and  the  less  seal  of  the 
6tate,  at  PhUadelphia,  thu  seoond  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of 
4Nir  Iiord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine."^ 

Attest. 


Gapt.  John  MoPherbon  to  Prbsi  Reed^  1779. 

air, 

I  am  still  impressed  with  the  same  fears,  that  I  discovered  the 
last  Ume  I  had  the  honor  of  being  in  your  company.  I  am  eon- 
«eiotts  that  was  I  in  General  Clintons  place,  I  would  eompel  the  in- 
habitants of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Jerseys,  to  wemd  to  New 
York,  at  their  own  expence  every  article  those  States  afforded, 
and  that  I  wanted  or  I  would  set  every  Town  on  the  Biver  Dela- 
ware on  fire,  at  least  those  that  Shipping  could  eo  to ;  indeed,  every 
Town  in  North  America.  As  I  sincerely  love  this  country,  and  the 
cause  you  are  fighting  for,  I  beg  I  may  have  a  hearing  before  your 
Excellency  and  Council.  I  think  I  can  convince  you  that  it  is  pos- 
sible to  defend  this  city,  &o.,  with  more  human  certainty,'  and  less 
expence,  then  by  any  method  ever  yet  thought  of. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Serv*» 

JOHN  MACPHERSON. 

Philadelphia,  8d  of  Feb'y,  1779. 

Hk  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'. 

♦  See  Co'.  Rec,  VoL  XI.,  p.  083, 
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DxLiaAZBs  ZH  CoNQABSSio  Pabsidbkt  Ebbd,  1779. 

Philad*,  VeVj  Sd,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Delegates  of  tliii  State  in  CoDgrees  have  jiut  received  your 
ExeelleDCjs  fitvonr  of  Ibia  date,  and  I  am  desired  by  them  to  inform 
the  Honorable  the  Coanoil,  thnmgh  jou,  that  thoy  have  not  the 
least  reason  to  thbk  the  Military  command  in  this  City  was  changed 
before  General  Arnold  left  it,  as  no  other  measures  have  been  taken 
at  their  oomplaiDt  than  mentioned  in  y  Szoellenoy's  Letter,  as  tbe 
Committee  ob  the  Business  have  not  yet  reported.  In  behalf  of  mj 
OoUeai^iesi 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  j*  Ei^cellencys 

meet  ob'  &  very  Inttib.  Serv*^ 

DANIEIi  SOBEBDEAU. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Bsjuire* 


Rbprbsbntatioh  of  lu  Fabmbr  and  J,  8.  HowBu:*  to 

AsSBMBLYy  1779. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Bepreseotatives  ef  the  JBlwemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Penasy%  in  General  Assembly  met. 

The  representation  of  Lewis  Fanner,  Com'  for  purchasing  rum, 
sng^,  &c*,  for  the  Pennsy*  troops,  and  Jacob  S.  Howell,  Beoeiver 
General  of  Cloathing. 

In  conformity  to  orders  received  from  the  Hon'ble  Council,  we 
have  distributed  a  number  of  hand  bills,  adressed  to  the  Merchaats 
and  Traders  of  the  City  of  Phila^  some  of  which  are  Inclos'd,  and 
having  since  waited  upon  a  number  of  the  Traders  to  endeavour  to 
pouehsae  the  Articles  directed  by  Council^  for  the  use  of  the  Army, 
beg  leave  to  Bepresent : 

That  the  Articles  ordered  to  be  procured  by  Lewis  Farmer,  cannot 
he  purchased  under  the  following  prioefr-^nun,  £6  '^  gall'a;  sugar, 
ie76  y  C*;  Tea,  £4  10«  ;  ^Ib  Tobacco,  7«  6(i  ^ft;  Coffee,  15s 
Up  tb;  Chocokte,  B2$  ^  lb;  Soap,  12  6  %)  &>.,  and  that  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  may  be  had  at  those  prices. 

That  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Cloths  and  other  necessaries,  for 
Cloathing  fnr  Officers,  ordered  to  be  purchased  by  Jacob  S.  Howell, 
are  not  to  be  had  in  this  City ;  the  few  there  are,  are  in  the  hands 
of  retailers  at  very  high  prices.  Annexed  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  Cloth  &  trimii^  for  a  suit  of  Cloaths  for  each  Officer  of  the  Penn- 
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Bjlvama  Line,  ^  a  return  made  by  a  Committee  of  Field  Offieers  to 
the  Hon'ble  Gonnotl,  to  which  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Hon'ble  House 
for  the  prioes  now  asked. 

We  arO;  Gentlemen;  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Tour  Obedient  SerrantSi 

LEWIS  FARMER, 
JACOB  S.  HOWELL. 

Philadelphia,  February  6th,  1779. 


Estimate  of  the  cost  of  Cloth  &  Trimings  for  a  suit  of  Cloaths  for 
■   each  Officeri  belonging  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  ^  a  return 

from  the  Committee  of  Feild  Officers  to  the  Hon'ble  Eceoulive 

Counpil. 

8  General  Officers,  *)  8.  F.  Uue,  yds.* 70  @  £87  10  £2625 

80  Field        ditto.    [>  do.   white,       70          do.  2625 

6  Aids,                  }    do.   scarlet,      20          do.  750 

3  Brknde  Chaplains,  8  suits  of  black,  390 

For  IfKingfine  white  rattinett,           160  @  £  9  1440 

For  ditto,  middling  fine  linnen,             80  @     40s  160 

For  pockets  stayings,  &c*,  coarse  do.      20           80s  80 

For  back  lineing  blue  shalloon,  40        £  4     lOs      180 

Fine  buckram,                             20          45s  45 

Large  white  silver  top'd  Buttons,  best 

Und,  doa'ns,  120        £  6    158      810 

Small        do.        do.        do.  doi'ns,  120            8    7  6  405 

Skiens  of  blue  silk,                             60            5s  15 

Do.       Scarlet,                                 40            do  10 

Do.       White,                                  60            do  15 

Sticks  of  blue  twist  or  Mohair,  fine,       20  12  6  12  10 

Do.  of  Scarlet,            do.                   40           do  25 

Do.  of  White,                                   40          do  25 

The  above  for  the  General  &  Field  Officers. 

60  Captains,  ^  Fine  blue,  ")  880  £37  10  14250 
120  Subalterns,  V  Do.  white,  [  880  do  14250 
20  Sar^»  &  Mates  )  Do.  scarlet,  )  110  do  4125 
Fine  lineings  white  shalloons  or  ratti- 
nett, 800  £  9  7200 
For  back  lineings  blue  shalloons,  200  4  10  900 
Coarse  linnens  for  pockets  &  stayings,  100  808  150 
Middling  fine  linnen  for  lineing  the 

white  Cloth,                                   400           408  800 

Buckram.                                           100           458  225 

Large  white  silver  top'd  buttons,  dos.  600        £  6    16  4050 
Small  white            do.                doi.  600             3    7    6  2025 

Skeins  blue  silk,        ...        300            58  75 

Do.  of  scarlet,         ...       200           do  50 


PXNNSTLVANIA  ABGHIYES  177».  188 

Skeiiii  of  wldte, 
Btidui  of  blue  twiat^ 

Do.  8oarIet|      •        • 

I>o.of  white  iwifiti 
Blue  Thread;  10  lbs.  1 
White  do.      10  lbs.  y25  lb& 
Bed     do.        5  lbs.  J 
Saperfine  worsted  Hoeei  pairsi 

Do.  thread  do.      do. 

Linen  for  three  shirts  ^  picoe^  yds.,  2625 
Fine  Cambric  for  ruffling, 
Fine  hoUand  for  sftooksy 
Beaver  hattSy 
Pairs  of  boots. 
Pairs  of  sboeS| 


800 

6s 

£76  ■• 

.   160 

12  6 

98  15 

200 

do 

126 

200 

do 

126 

lb  25 

£  6 

125 

500 

6 

8000 

500 

do 

8000 

fdB.,  2625 

8  10 

9187 

do.   125 

10 

1250 

da   250 

4  10s 

1125 

250 

22  10 

5625 

250 

18 

4500 

500 

5  12  6 

2812  10 

£88706  5 

JACOB  8.  HOWELL, 

Bee'  Qen'  of  Cloath'g  for  Pen*. 
PhiLwI*,  February  6th,  1779. 

Indoned. 

Feb.  8, 1779.    Bead  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


CiBOULAR  0?  Council  to  thb  othbr  Statbs,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad'a,  Peb'ry  6th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  neeesuty  of  preserying  the  Dignity  k  Security  of  civil  Gby- 
emment,  &  guarding  the  good  people  of  these  States  sgainst  all 
Abuses  of  Power,  has  induced  us  (though  with  great  reluotanoe, 
considering  the  seryioes  &  sufferings  of  the  subject  of  them,)  to  come 
into  the  inclosed  Resolves,  and  also  to  forward  them  to  your  Ezcell' 
to  be  communicated  to  the  legislatore  of  your  State.  We  do  assure 
you,  Sir,  that  every  Abuse  of  Power  &  disrespectful  treatment  of  a 
Sister  State  will  ever  be  reprobated  by  the  authority  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  have  now  only  to  add,  that  on  the  25  of  Jan^  last,  we  commu- 
nicated to  the  Hon*  Continental  Congress,  the  5th  Article  of  Charge 
in  the  inclosed,  &  on  the  29th  Jan^  last  the  6th  Article,  at  the  same 
time  acquainting  them  that  other  Transaction^  were  under  considera- 
tion, which  would  in  due  time  be  presented,  &  as  General  Arnold 
was  about  to  leave  this  State  immediately  on  a  Pretence  of  private 
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BiuinasBy  ii  wis  nqaested  that  he  might  he  detained  to  asiiriv  the 
(%arge8y  bal  he  is  departed  from  this  State  pendiag  the  Oomplunts^ 
&  when  the  Proofs  were  ready  to  be  exhibited.^ 

Oar  reTerenoe  for  the  Hon*  Congress,  induces  ns  to  form  the  most 
favoarableoonstractions  of  every  Fart  of  their  ProoeedingSi  &  in  this 
Instance  to  suppose  that  Oonriderations  of  greater  Moment  to  these 
United  States  than  aflFecting  a  particular  Stat<^  hare  engrossed  their 
atteotion,  so  as  to  occasion  no  other  measure  than  appointing  a 
Committee.  That  General  Arnold  might  not  be  unacquainted  with 
our  Sentiments  respecting  him,  we  wnished  him  with  the  first 
Copy. 

I  am.  Sir,  respectfully, 

Your  most  obcd.  Hbble  Serv*. 


Gbhl.  Robsri>biu  to  T.  Matlace,  Seo't,  1779. 

D'Sir, 

Have  you  remembered  to  present  the  President  of  CongrsM  with 
the  hand  Bill  ?  the  one  directed  to  the  Delegates  of  N.  Tork  was 
delivered  to  another  Member  of  that  State,  from  the  hint  you  gave 
of  y  Intention  to  furnish  the  President.  This  to  remind  you  we 
pray  excuse. 

Y- 


D.  ROBERDEAU. 


Saturday,  6**  February,  1779. 
Directed^ 
Timothy  Matlack,  Eaquire,  Sec'y. 


DbLBQAIBS  IK  COKGRB88  FROM  YlRQINU  TO    PrBS.    RbKIK 

1779. 

Phihwldphia,  Feb.  6«  1779. 
Sir, 

The  underwritten,  Delegates  in  Congras  for  the  Steto  of  Virginia, 
pursuant  to  their  Insdrnetions,  inclose  you  hernn  the  Besehes  of  the 

*  S^e  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  JU.,  p.  674. 
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Gen'l  Amemhlj  of  that  SUft6|  i?Iiioh  ibey  request  you  to  laj  before 
the  LegieUtoxe  of  thie  State. 

We  are  fery  xeapeotfiilly; 

Sir; 

Tonr  most  ol>ed*  Serv*, 

THO'S  ADAMS, 

HERIWfiTHBB  SMITH, 

CYRUS  GRIFFIN* 

Dtreetedf 

His  Ezoellenoj  Joseph  Reed,  EsqnixOi  Presideiit  of  the  SzeoQli?e 
GoQiunl  of  PennsjlTaaia. 


Council  to  thb  Naval  Ofvicbb,  1779. 
SiTi 

I  am  directed  by  the  Coandl  to  inform  yoa,  that  it  is  not  the 
intention  of  Connolly  at  present,  to  ky  any  restraint  on  the  clearing 
out  of  Vessels  from  this  pori^ 

Tours,  &c.| 

FeVy  6, 1779. 

To  Dr.  F.  Phyle,  Naval  Ofieev; 


Pbes.  Bbbb  to  Mons.  Gerard,  1779. 

Council  Chamber,  Feb.  8, 1779. 

The  Inqniiy  respecting  tiie  supposed  Death  of  a  French  Gentle^ 
■Ban,  by  the  Hands  of  C^pt  Dougherty,  being  compleated  ft  it  now 
sppearinff  that  there  iras  no  just  ibundation  for  the  Report.— -By  the 
I>esiie  of  this  Bosrd,  I  beg  Leare  to  thank  your  Honour  for  your 
Attention  &  polite  answer  to  the  Applioaticn  of  the  Council  on  this 
Sabject,  * 

I  am,  with  every  Sentiment  of  Respect  &  Esteem, 

Your  Honour's  most  obed. 

&  veiy  Hb'ble  Ser., 

J.  R.,  Pres't. 

Hnble  The  Sieur  Gerard,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  most 
Christian  Majesty, 

•  He  Ool.  Hec,  YoL  XT.,  p.  001. 
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Bernard  DouaHERTY  to  Seo'y  Matlaok^  1779. 

Sir, 

Some  few  Days  aiDce,  I  wrote  a  few  Lines  to  Mr.  Scott  of  the 
Honoarable  Gounoil,  relating  to  one  Mr.  Gulbertson,  of  Bedford 
County ;  I  find  Mr.  Scott  is  gone,  and  as  yet  I  do  not  learn  that  he 
has  left  me  any  answer. 

Being  therefore  in  the  dark  with  respect  to  Mr.  Gnlbertson's  Case, 
w°^  in  my  Opinion  is  interesting  (at  least  greatly  so  to  him,)  and 
finding  those  few  Lines  (I  wrote  to  Mr.  Scott)  lying  on  the  Com« 
mittee  Table  in  the  adjacent  Room  makes  me  uneasy. 

I  beg  yon  will  please  to  set  me  right  in  this  affiiir,  and  let  me 
know  where  such  Papers,  as  were  inclosed  to  Mr.  Scott,  are. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yaor  B\ost  Obed*  Serv*, 

BERNARD  DOUGHERTY. 

Feb.  6th,  1779 

Colonel  Matlack,  Present. 


y 


Petition  John  Moore,  &c.,  to  Council,  1779. 

« 

To  the  Honoarable  Counsel  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl*  And  County  of 

Philadv 

To  all  whom  it  may  Concern  this  Comes  Greeting,  to  let  your 
Honours  know  the  Distress  of  oor  Coutitry  In  Regard  of  Broad,  is 
as  f<^Iows,  viz. :  there  is  Wheat  plenty,  But  there  is  so  raaby  difl- 
affected  people  that  will  not  sell  their  grain  without  hard  money, 
and  it  chiefly  lays  in  the  Hands  of  such  people,  Especially  in  the 
township  of  Whitemarsh.  There  is  great  plenty  of  wheat,  bat  not  a 
handful!  to  be  sold  for  Continental  money,  so  we,  your  huiable  peti- 
tioners. Beg  the  favours  of  yoar  honours  to  take  our  Lamentable 
Case  Into  a  searious  Consideration,  as  our  Case  is  Lamentable.  Our 
Wives  and  Children  must  starve  unless  your  Honours  will  Be 
pleased  to  grant  your  faithfilll  subjects  some  Relief,  as  We  always 
have  been  Ready  and  willing  to  do  our  duty  in  Every  Respect,  and 
Ever  will  be,  therefore  we,  your  humble  petitioners,  begs  the  favour 
of  your  Honours  to  bless  us,  your  humble  petitioners,  with  Relief; 
if  it  is  your  honours  pleasure  to  bless  us,  we  shall  for  Ever  pray  for 
your  honours.    To  set  a  Reasonabla  price  on  wheat,  pr.  bushels,  aa 
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we,' your  SdtUal]  snljeoCg^  omi  lifey  and  we  eball  Ever  Mess  your 
Honovra. 

Jehu  Hoopy  Frederick  Seani| 

W"  Johnstone^  Gapt.  6  B.  P.^  Jacob  Honser, 

Benjamin  KnWs,  Leot.  b  B.  P.^  Frederick  Gilbert, 

John  Hamilton,  Gapt.  5  B.  P.,  Peter  Gilbert, 

Peter  Horn,  Lient,  6  B.  P.,  David  Davis, 

JaoDb  Petertnsn,  John  Wolf, 

Henry  O'Nail,  Isaac  Lyle, 

George  Miller,  MajoTi  Jacob  Shaffer, 

John  Johnston,  John  Holman. 

Febmaiy  y  8th,  1779. 


Mabdtb  Committsb  to  Pbbs.  Ribb,  1779. 

Marine  Gommittee, 

Feb'y  9th,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  have  received  your  Exoellenc/s  letter  relative  to  the  Cotter 
Revenge,  and  are  taking  measnres  to  give  you  ail  immediate  answer. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be 

Tour  Ezcellendys  most 

obedient  hble.  servants, 

RICHARD  HENRY  LBE,  Gh". 

■JOirecUdj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Form  op  Resolutions  op  House  Rbpresentativbs   ^po 

Congress,  1779. 

The  House  taking  the  state  of  their  Finances  into  Consideration, 
Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  In  a  memorial 
to  Congress,  requesting  them  to  grant  upon  Loan,  to  the  state,  such 
sums  of  current  money  as  the  Exigencies  of  the  state  shall  require, 
until  snfficient  sums  shall  be  drawn  into  the  Treasury  by  the  Taxes 
laid  &  to  he  laid  by  assembly,  and  assuring  Congress  that  the  sums 
which  they^haU  so  advance  shall  be  repaid  out  of  the  first  Taxes 
that  shall  be  brought  in^  without  any  Regard  to  the  Accounts  now 
depending  between  this  state  &  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  s'  Committee  be  authorized  to  apply  to  the 
Hon'ble  the  Sapreme  Executive  Council  to  appoint  a  Committee  of 
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ibrir  Bdttd  to  ootftr  witb  fhem  on  the  aalyjteli  of  tbe  above  B«8ol?«, 
ft  that  they  be  also  impowered  to  apply  for  a  Committed  of  tbe 
Hon^ble  CongreM  ta  oosfer  with  them^  if  neoessaryi  on  thfl  aamo 
Bubjeot.* 

Mr*  Morris^       *^ 
Biddle, 
Gkrdner^ 

EaktoD,       |-0ommitt6e« 
Lollari 
Smiley, 
Chambera. 

Peb'y  9,  1779. 


General  WASfiixaioK  to  Prbsipbnt  Bbbd,  1779. 

Head  Quarters;  Middle  Brook, 

Q^  Febniai7, 177^. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  your  Sxoellenoy'g  fav'  of  the  5^  instant,  in- 
closing ^sundry  Resolves  of  the  Bzecntive  Gonncil  respecting  the 
Conduct  of  Major  General  Arnold  during  his  oommand  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

Previooi  to  the  receipt  of  yodr  letter,  Gen^  Arnold,  who  had 
arrived  at  Head  Quarters  the  day  before,  had  shewn  me  a  letter 
from  the  Council  aocoaipanied  by  a  Copy  of  the  same  Besolves,  in 
which  they  advised  him  that  a  Copy  was  also  laid  before  Congress. 
That  Honorable  Body  will  no  doubt  decide  upon  the  measures  proper 
to  be  taken  in  the  Affair. 

I  should  have  replied  to  yours  of  the  19*^  January  respecting  C<A* 
Atlee's  claim  to  Rank,  before  I  left  Philadelphia,  had  I  not  under- 
stood by  a  paper  which  was  afterwards  put  into  my  hands,  that  the 
Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  were  instructed  by  the  Council  to  repre- 
sent the  matter  to  Congress, 

I  have  a  high  opinion  of  Col"*  Atlee's  merit  and  abilities  as  an 
Officer,  but  I  oo  not  see  how  he  can  be  at  this  time  promoted  to  the 
Rank  of  Brigadier.  As  the  State  have  only  two  Brigades  in  the 
field,  they  of  course  will  only  require  two  Brigadiers.  They  already 
have  one — Gen'  Wayne — supposing  Gen<  Hand  to  be  out  of  the 

?|uestion.    To  supply  the  place  of  the  other,  Colonels  Morgan  and 
rwin,  being  senior  officers,  have  superior  pretensions  to  Co?  Atlee. 
If  in  the  Captivity  of  Co^  Morgan  it  is  thought  necessary  to  fill  the 

#  Not  on  minutes  of  Council 
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plaoe  with  another^  Gol"*  Irwin  will  by  right  of  seniority  be  the 
person. 

I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Bespeot  &  Esteem 

yo«r  ExeeUeney's 

most  ob*  Serv*, 

Q*  WASHINGTON. 

Directed, 

His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed;  Esq'. 


Pbesidxki  Besd  to  Johk  Bataed,  Esq.,  1779. 

In  Counoily 

Philadelphia;  Febmaiy  9th;  1779. 

Sir; 

SiDoe  the  deliTery  of  the  papeis  to  yonr  Honble  House  which 
aooompanied  our  message  on  the  fifth  of  Fcb<7  Instant,  the  delegates 
of  yirginia  have  delivered  into  this  Board  farther  papers  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  disputed  Boundary^  which  I  now  do  myself  the  honor  ot 
enclosing;  and  am.  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  aad  very 

humble  servant; 

JOSEPH  BEED;  President* 


CouNcii,  TO  John  MitchelL;  1779* 

Sir; 

I  am  directed  by  the  Oouncil  to  request  that  you  will  give  order 
to  prevent  the  waggons  in  Continental  service  from  stoping  in  the 
Front  of  the  State  House,  as  this  practice  f^ves  offence  both  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  and  to  Council.  There  is  now  a  nnqiber 
of  waggons  standing  there. 

I  am  with  due  respect; 

yofir  humble  servant; 

Tr  MATLACK;  Sce^. 

Philadelphia;  Feb>^  10;  1779. 

To  John  Mitchell;  Esqr.;  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

*  See  Men.  fiee.,  Yd.  XI.,  p.  691. 
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Georob  Hbney  to  Council,  1779. 

His  Exoellenej  the  Freaident  and  CouncU. 

A^eeable  to  yoor  order  of  yelterday  I  have  made  inquirj  re- 
specting the  arms,  stores,  &o.,  said  to  be  sent  by  M'  Andrew  Hodge 
to  this  State,  From  what  I  can  leanii  am  of  opinion  that  none  of 
those  effects  were  borrowed  bj  the  State  from  Mr.  Hodge. 

The  Facts  appears  to  be  as  follows : 

The  day  previous  to  the  enemy  taking  possesion  of  this  city, 
young  Mr.  Hodge  applied  to  Captain  Mitchell's  Lieutenant,  who 
was  then  in  an  armed  boat  at  Mr.  Hodge's  wharf,  to  take  the  fol- 
lowing articles  on  board  the  Boat,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
enemy's  hands,  which  the  Lieutenant  complied  with,  and  for  their 
greats  safety  put  them  on  board  Captain  Mitchell's  Galley. 

From  the  Lieutenant's  information,  the  other  articles,  you  men- 
tioned, were  not  reoeived. 

I  shall  wait  and  obey  Councils  future  orders  respecting  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,^ 

your  most  bbedient  humble  serv*, 

GEORGE  HENRY. 

Philadelphia,  Feb^  Ilth,  1779. 

22  Cutlasses. 

9  Cartoush  boxes. 

6  Guns. 
12  Pikes. 
12  Bayonets. 

Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  and  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvaxiia. 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Prbsibbnt  Rked,  1779. 

» 

S', 

My-having  made  this  my  country  by  a  free  election,  the  generous 
&  humane  treatment  I  hare  met  therein,  in  the  days  of  adversity, 
together  with  the  honour  of  being  employed  in  the  serrioe  of  this 
State,  as  well  as  of  the  United  States,  oblige  me  indispensably  to 
oontribute  every  thing  in  my  power  to  the  good  thereof. 

My  Education  &  the  studies  of  my  Ufe,  which  I  flatter  myself 
have  neither  been  neglected  or  lost  labour,  haring  been  directed  to 
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militury  considerations^  I  presume  it  is  in  that  line  I  can  render 
most  service. 

A  point  of  importance  to  the  confederacy,  bnt  more  immediately 
to  this  State,  particnlarly  to  its  capital,  &  which  has  often  been  an 
object  of  publiok  consideration,  was  lately  introduced  to  the  world 
in  the  newspapers,  by  two  gentlemen  who  have,  as  far  as  I  can 
jndge,  sometimes  mistaken  facts,  &  misapplied  reasonings,  reconsid- 
ering the  subject  nay  not,  I  apprdhend,  be  amiss.  This  I,  at  first, 
pfoposed)  submitting  to  the  consideration  of  the  publick,  as  the  best 
means  by  which  true  conclusions,  the  only  object  I  have  in  vieW| 
can  be  come  at;  but  as  this  mode  communicates  information  to  ene- 
mies as  well  as  friends,  I  think  it  beat  to  submit  it  to  the  considera- 
tion of  your  Excellency  and  the  Hon'ble  Council,  &  leave  this  point  ^ 
to  your  &  their  determination.  This,  I  hope,  will  apologise  for  the 
liberty  1  take,  &  that  you  wiU  permit  me  to  assure  your  excellency 
that  I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Sir, 

your  most  humb* 

&  obd^  servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

I  hope  you'll  excuse  the  many  erasures  in  the  piece,  owing  to 
repeated  intenuptions  by  persons  coming  to  my  office. 

February  12th,  1779. 

JDirectedf 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  President  of  the  State. 


Assembly  to  Council,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  Feb.  13^,  1779. 
On  motion, 

.    Besolvedy 

Thai  Mr.  Smiley  be  requested  to  wait  on  The  Honorable  Th« 
Gpuncil,  and  inform  them,  that  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers  of  this 
State  and  of  the  River  Delaware  are  matters  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  good  People  thereof;  Therefore  this  House  request  a  oon^ 
ference  with  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  on  that  jBubject  oa 
monday  next. 

Ext^ict  from  the  minutes. 

SAM.  STEBETT,  Asis*  Cl'k 

of  Qen.  Assembly* 
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Gen.  Bobbrdeau  to  Pbbs.  Beed^  1779. 

Plultd*,  Feb.  1S*»,  1779. 

Sir, 

Congress  have  now  under  Conmderation  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  appeals.  On  this  important  Subject  the  Delegates  of  this 
State  would  be  glad  of  your  adviee,  which  I  am  desired  to  ask  on 
their  behalf.    &  am, 

Sir, 

yr  most  ob*  hum.  Bcrv*, 

DANIBL  BOBERDEATJ. 

P.S.  We  ean  put  o£f  the  Business  in  right  of  the  State  if  advised 


T.  Matlack  to  Wm.  Maclay,  Esq.,  1779. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

In  answer  to  yours  of  the  first  instant,  I  oan  only  say,  that  no 
complaints  of  any  kind  have  been  made  against  your  brother,  and 
that  you  may  saiely  depend,  Council  will  not  precipitately  remove 
any  man  from  office  unheard.  My  friendship  you  will  have  on  ev^ 
occasion. 

There  is  intelligence  from  Spain,  that  She  will  take  part  with 
France  in  case  of  a  continuance  of  the  present  hostilities  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain.  The  particulars  on  which  this  inference  of  news 
is  drawn,  were  this  day  communicated  to  Congress  by  the  Minister 
of  France,  but  they  have  not  yet  transpired. 

A  small  privateer  has  been  taken  by  Cap.  Douglas,  of  this  port, 
and  Carried  into  Egg  Harbour.  It  is  also  said,  that  two  French 
Frigates  have  takennve  or  az  of  the  enemy's  privateers,  but  there 
IS  no  certainty  of  it. 

I  have,  for  some  time  past,  had  some  reasons  to  expect  several 
Frigates  would  fall  in  about  Egg  harbour  and  scour  the  coast  south- 
ward and  retire,  to  prevent  a  superior  force  from  the  enemy  inter* 
eq>ting  them. 

Bum  and  several  other  artides,  even  indudingGtold,  have,  within 
a  few  days,  fallen  in  value,  oomparative  with  Continental  money, 
near  twenl^-five  per  cent. 
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Warrant  to  Sheriff,  1779. 

[l.  8.]  Pennsylvania  ss. 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, To  James  Claypoole,  Esq',  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Philadelphia. 

Whereas  it  appeareth  on  oath  before  this  Council  that  Georgo 
Eiohelberger,  of  York-town,  in  the  county  of  York,  a  deputy  Com- 
missary of  purchases  under  the  United  States  of  America,  having  at 
the  last  election  of  the  county  of  York  for  chusing  a  Councillor  to 
represent  the  said  county  of  York  in  this  Council,  used  angry  and 
threatning  language  to  influence  the  Judges  and  Inspectors  for  the 
first  district  of  the  said  county,  then  assembled  in  the  Court  House 
of  the  said  county,  and  having  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  16th  of 
October,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Judges  of  the  several  districts  of  the 
said  county  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  casting  up  the  votes  taken 
in  the  several  districts  of  the  said  oounty  and  making  return  to  this 
Council  of  the  person  elected  to  represent  the  said  county  of  York  in 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  did  intrude  himself,  violently  and 
forcibly,  among  the  said  Judges,  and  dictated  to  them  in  what 
manner  they  should  proceed  in  making  the  said  return }  And  upon 
divers  of  the  said  Judges  refusing  to  act  agreeably  to  his  directions, 
he,  the  said  George  Eicholberger,  did  call  them,  the  said  Judges  so 
refusing,  peijured  rascals,  and  declared  that  they  the  said  Judges 
should  be  sued  with  an  hundred  writs  before  they  left  York-town — 
with  other  threat'ning  and  abusive  language  in  violation  of  the 
Freedom  of  election  and  in  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Council. 

Wherefore  you  are  hereby  commanded  to  take  the  bodv  of  the 
said  George  Eiohelberger,  if  found  in  your  county,  and  bnng  him 
before  this  Council  forthwith,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Hereof  fail  not. 

Given,  by  order  of  Council,  under  the  hand  of  His  Excellency 
Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  and  the  less  seal  of  the  State,  at  Philadelpbiii, 
this  sixteenth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1779.^^ 
Attest. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  698,  700. 

Vol.  VIL~9 
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Obn.  Bobbbdbau  to  John  Batabd,  Esq.,  1779. 

Philada.  FeVy  16th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Instructions  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  CongresSi  from 
a  Committee  of  your  Honorable  House  respecting  the  defenceless 
Situation  of  our  Frontiers,  is  referred  ^'to  the  Committee  lately 
<^  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  that  they 
'<  be  directed  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Assembly  of  Penn- 
**  sylvania." 

Mr.  Duane,  Cbairman  of  said  Committee,  requests  through  me, 
that  he  may  be  notified  of  the  appointment  of  such  CommiU0e^  aad 
when  and  where  they  will  hold  the  Conference. 
I  am  with  high  esteem, 
Sir,  y  most 

ob^  hum.  Serv*y 

DANIEL  BOBEBDEAU. 

Mr.  Duane  lodges  at  Mrs.  House^s. 

Directed, 

^  The  Honorable  John  Bayard,  Esquire,  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sbc'y  Matlack  to  Jbssb  Jordan,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Feb'y  18th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Major  Oeneral  Arnold  is  now  in  this  city,  and  no  time  ought  to  be 
lost  in  obtaining  the  settlement  with  him  for  the  waggon  hire  of  the 
brigade  which  he  sent  to  Egg  harbour.  You  will,  therefore,  without 
delay,  send  an  order  to  Jonathan  D.  Sergeant,  Esquire,  to  commence 
spits  for  the  recovery  of  it,  that  you  be  able  in  good  time  to  repay 
the  money  advanced  to  yon  by  Council.  It  will  be  necessary  to  sena 
the  names  of  the  several  persons,  owners  of  the  waggons,  or  perhaps 
it  will  be  best  for  you  to  come  to  the  City  yourself  if  you  conveniently 
can.  There  can  be  no  doubt  in  my  opinion,  but  that  you  will  recover 
of  the  General  the  price  paid  to  other  waggons,  who  were  hired  by 
private  persons  for  like  services — which  I  understand  was  about 
^80  for  the  trip  to  each  waggon. 

I  am,  &c.,  yours, 

T.  M. 

Directed, 

To  Mr.  Jesse  Jordan,  W.  M. 
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Petbb  Dbhaveic  to  CouHOiLy  1779. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Exeoative  Gounoil  of  the  State  of  PennsylTania. 

Feb'y  18, 1779. 
Oentlemen, 

The  Hon'ble  the  Committee  of  Asflemblj  appointed  to  settle  the 
Pabliok  Aoo'ts,  having  examined  the  Aoo^ts  &  Vonghen  of  your 
late  Oun  fiiotory  are  not  willing  to  give  an  order  for  the  balanoe  doe 
by  said  aoc'ta  to  raoi  nntill  they  are  informed  from  your  Honourable 
Board  how  the  outstanding  Debts  are  to  be  accounted  for  your  giving 
Mek  diieetions  as  may  be  agreeable  to  you. 

Will  much  oblige 

your  most  obed* 

&  most  humble  serVt, 

PETER  DEHAVEN  » 

Indonementf 

Ord'  that  Peter  Dehaven  be  authorised  to  collect  the  outstand- 
ing Debts  of  the  Factory  without  delay. 

J.  R. 


Bbsolvb  op  General  Assembly,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday  Feb'y  20th,  1779. 

Three  Petitions  from  Northampton  County  Complaining  of  the 
conduct  of  Colonel  Weitzel,  Lieutenant  of  that  County,  were  read 
and  ordered  to  bo  referred  to  the  Council. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  J'. 

Glk  of  Gen>  ABs.t 

N.  B.  Mr.  J.  Morris  brought  in  two  petitions  to  the  Council  and 
excused  himself  as  to  third  by  saying  it  was  lost. 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo'y. 

Peb'y  20, 1779. 

*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  702. 
t  €oL  Beo.,  ToL  ZL,  p.  708,  705. 
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Charlss  Prarrr  to  Prbs't  Bbed,  1779. 

PhilAdelphia^  20th  February^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  had  imagined  that  the  Business  relating  to  the  Bridge  over 
Schuylkill,  was  settled  by  Agreement  between  your  Excellency  and 
the  Council  on  the  one  part,  and  Qen.  Greene  as  Quarter  Master 
General  on  the  other ;  but  finding  that  some  matters  yet  remain  to 
be  explained,  I  would  beg  leave  to  propose  the  following  Plan  for  a 
final  settlement. 

1st.  That  the  Bridge  be  taken  into  entire  Possession  and  kept  ii| 
Bepair  by  the  officers  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

2d.  That  the  Council  agree  to  pay  to  the  Quarter  Master  Gen.,  all 
such  sums  of  Money  as  he  has  expended  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States  in  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  Bridges,  to  be  computed  at  the 
Bates  of  Labour  and  Materials  at  the  Time  of  the  Transaction.  I 
mention  this  as  the  only  sure  way  of  ascertaining  it,  the  work  having 
been  done  amongst  other  things  by  People  on  monthly  Pay,  and  the 
Iron  drawn  from  the  continental  Stores. 

3d.  That  the  Quarter  Master  General  agree  to  pay  to  the  Stat0 
at  the  Bate  of  Eight  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  as  a  Bent  for  the 
Privilege  of  using  the  said  Bridge  free  from  any  toll  or  Impost  for 
the  Passage  of  all  Carriages,  Horses,  Cattle  and  Troops  belonging  to 
the  United  States  or  in  their  Service  during  the  Continuance  of  the 
said  Bent,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  Time  the  said  Bridge  became 
passable  after  the  Enemy  left  the  City  to  the  first  Day  of  March  1780. 

4th.  As  to  certain  Anchors,  Cables  and  other  Materials  left  by 
the  Enemy  at  or  near  the  Said  Bridge,  some  of  which  have  been 
taken  away  and  applied  to  other  Purposes  by  the  Quarter  Mastez 
General,  as  it  does  not  seem  to  be  fully  ascertained  whether  they  are 
to  be  considered  as  the  Property  of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States 
I  would  propose  that  for  the  Present  an  account  be  taken  ascertaining 
the  Kinds,  Quantity  and  Value  of  the  Articles  as  accurately  as 
possible,  a  Copy  of  which  to  be  lodged  with  each  Party ;  and  when 
the  Property  shall  be  determined,  if  it  shall  be  in  favour  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  that  the  Quarter  Master  General  shall  pay  to  the 
State  the  Value  of  such  Articles  as  have  been  applied  by  him  to  other 
Purposes  than  the  Bridge ',  but  if  the  Determination  shall  be  in  favour 
of  the.  United  States,  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  pay  to  the 
Quarter  Master  General  the  Value  of  such  of  the  said  Articles  as 
have  been  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Bridge. 

These  Points  being  established,  what  remains  I  conceive  may  be 
settled  without  Difficulty,  and  your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  of 
a  Disposition  on  my  part  to  have  the  Business  adjusted  with  the 
utmost  candor. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  on  this  Occasion  to  acquaint  you  that  Major 
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Ejre,  who  is  superioiendant  of  the  Naval  Business  of  the  Quarter 
Master  General's  Department,  informs  me  that  some  Money  and  a 
good  deal  of  Labour  and  Materials  have  been  expended  on  some  of 
the  Gallies,  and  in  endeavouring  to  raise  others  of  the  State  Vessels. 
Whether  this  is  to  be  repaid  by  the  State  or  not,  may  p^haps  remain 
to  be  determined ;  but  I  conceive  it  to  be  mv  duty  to  mention  it  for 
farther  Notice.  It  may  not  be  proper  to  blend  these  A&irs  with 
tiiose  of  the  Bridge ;  but  the  Commissioners  who  shall  be  authorized 
to  settle  other  Matters  of  Claim  between  the  United  States  and 
Pennsylvania  may  perhaps  have  this  committed  to  their  Consider- 
ation. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Respect,  your 

Excellency's  most 

obedient  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  PETTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  Gen. 

Indoned, 
Bead  k  oti*  to  be  filed. 

Directed. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Pbbs't  Bseb  to  tHB  Gov'bs  of  Nbw  Jbrsbt^  &;o.,  1779. 

Phikda.  FeVy  21, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  severe  Depredations  lately  committed  by  the  Enemy  upon  our 
Coast  &  in  our  Biver,  has  very  justly  alarmed  the  Authority  of  the 
State,  as  well  as  the  Merchants  who  are  more  immediately  interested. 
And  as  we  apprehend'a  seasonable  &  vigorous  exertion  will  give  them 
a  Check  we  are  resolved  to  make  it  with  all  possible  Dispatch.  In  the 
present  scarcity  of  Seamen  we  apprehend  it  will  be  indispensably 
neoessary  to  secure  them  by  laying  an  Embargo  on  all  outward  Bound 
Vessels  until!  we  ean  man  the  Vessels  necessary  for  the  Purpose. 
But  this  will  be  a  very  partial  &  ineffectual  Bemedy,  unless  the 
neighboring  States  oonour  with  us  in  the  Measure. 

I  am  therefore  to  request  your  Exoell'y  to  lay  the  Proposition 
before  the  proper  Authority  of  the  State  over  which  you  preside  & 
to  request  a  Union  of  Councils  k  Force  as  far  as  circumstances  will 
admit — Assuring  you  that  our  operations  will  be  extended  beyond 
the  immediate  local  views  &  Beach  of  the  State,  if  thereby  the  Designs 
of  the  Enemy  may  be  more  effectually  oounteraeted  &  defeated. 
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I  have  now  only  to  toquaint  your  Exoeiry  that  from  late  advioea 
we  are  not  likely  to  reoeive  any  Assistance  from  the  Deane  Frigate 
on  this  Oooamon  as  she  has  gone  to  omize  in  the  latitude  of  Bermu- 
das, instead  of  keeping  the  Coast  as  was  expected. 

I  shall  he  glad  to  hear  from  your  Exoeiry  on  this  subject  as  soon 
as  possible  &  am, 

Sir,  with  much  Respect, 

your  Exoell'^78  most 

obed.  &  very  Hbble  ser?*. 
Sent  to, 

One  Letter  for  Got.  Livingstoni 
do.        for  Gk)v.  JohnstoQi 
do.        for  Gov.  Henry, 
do.        for  Gov.  of  Del. 


General  Bobebdeau  to  V.  P.  Bbtan,  1779. 

Monday  Morning* 
Sir, 

Be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  the  Date  of  the  Resolution  respeefc- 
ing  the  papers  laid  before  Congress  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Oounoil| 
said  in  the  Journal  to  be  from  T.  Matlaok. 

I  am  reepeetfuUyi  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  hum*  serv*, 

D.  ROBERDBAU. 
Feb'y  21, 1779. 

Directedj 

The  Honorable  G^rge  Bryan,  Esq'.,  Vice  President. 
Indormlf 

Date  of  the  paper  enquired  for,  is  18  July,  1779. 


OoTTKciL  TO  Messrs.  Irwin,  Babolat,  &c.,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  February  21<<,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

The  severe  depredations  lately  committed  by  the  enemy  upon  our 
trade  has  given  a  very  just  alarm,  not  only  to  the  authority  of  the 
state,  but  to  the  merchants  who  are  more  immediately  interested  in  it. 
And  as  we  apprehend  a  seasonable  and  vigorous  exertion  will  give  them 
a  check,  we  are  resolved  to  make  it  with  all  possible  dispatch.  It 
is  represented  to  me  that  you  have  a  vessel  now  nearly  ready  to 
launch,  which  m  our  eiroumstances  will  answer  our  purpose  better 
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than  any  other  now  to  be  procured.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request,  in 
behalf  of  the  state,  that  you  will  acoommodate  the  pablick  with 
her,  on  as  reasonable  Terms  as  you  can  afford.  And  that  our 
matoal  yiews  and  expectations  may  be  more  precisely  defined^  I  beg 
yonr  free  and  early  answer  to  the  following  Propositions : 

Ist  Whether  yon  will  sell  or  hire  her  to  the  State,  with  soch  rig« 
^ng  and  other  articles  as  may  be  proTided,  and  on  what  terms 
xespectively. 

2nd.  In  what  manner  you  would  propose  a  Taluation  to  be  had  if 
it  should  be  necessary. 

8rdly.  What  sum  of  money  you  will  exp^t  to  be  immediately 
adyanoied. 

Direeiedf 

To  Messrs.  Irwin,  Barclay,  Ooxe,  Mitchell  and  Company,  owners 
of  a  Ycssel  building  at  Kensington.* 


Pbbs.  Bbhd  to  BAROif  Steuben,  &o.»  1779. 

Feb'y  21, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  season  of  Weather  growing  faYOurable  to  attend  to  tho 
Defence  of  the  River  &  City,  I  shall  take  it  as  a  particular  Favour 
if  you  would  accompany  me  on  this  service  this  week.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  cross  with  our  Horses  at  Gloucester  Point,  on  Tuesday 
Morning,  if  the  Weather  will  admit,  &  proceed  from  thence  to  Red 
Bank  &  Billings  Port,  crossing  over  from  thence  to  Mud  Island,  and 
the  Pennsylvania  shore,  so  as  to  complete  the  whole  survey  before 
we  return  to  Town  again. 

As  your  good  Judgment  &  Experience  may  suggest  Remedies  for 
former  Defects,  &  perhaps  some  new  Measures  for  the  greater  security 
of  this  important  City,  I  hope  you  will  not  find  any  Inconvenience 
in  devoting  2  or  S  days  to  so  valuable  a  Purpose. 

I  am,  sir. 

Tour  most  obed.  &  very 

H'ble  servt 

Dtreded, 

To  Baron  Steuben,  Gen>  Dn  Portail,  Col.  Nichola,  Col.  Ptoctor,^ 
M'  Rittenhouse,  Capt.  Hazelwood. 

*  See  page  210. 
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Pres.  Bbsd  to  Wtf.  Crispin,  1779. 

Philad*,  February  21fit,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  propose  to  set  oat  on  Taesday  morniDg,  if  the  weather  is  favour- 
abloi  with  several  gentlemen  of  skill  and  Ezperienoe,  to  examine  the 
defences  of  the  river  and  see  what  may  be  farther  necessary  for  oar 
secarity  and  defence.  I  woald,  therefore,  desire  yoa  to  provide 
suitable  refreshments  to  be  taken  with  us  or  sent  down  in  the  Boats, 
tmder  the  direction  of  Captain  Boys.  There  will  be  about  6  or  7 
gentlemen  with  their  attendants,  and  do  not  expect  to  return  in  less 
than  three  days. 

If  you  could  despatch  some  intelligent  young  fellow  into  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Bed  bank  and  Billingsport,  to  make  some  little 
preparation,  it  might  be  very  proper,  and  supply  him  with  money 
for  the  purpose. 

The  crews  of  the  boats  which  are  to  attend  us  will  also  require 
your  care.    Captain  Boys  will  be  more  particular. 
Your  attention  hereto  will  oblige 

Sir^  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

JOS.  REED. 
Directed^ 

To  W*  Crispin,  Com'y. 


Prs,  Ebbd  to  Cap.  Nathan  Boys,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  February  21*«,  1779. 
Sir, . 

I  propose  to  set  out  on  Taesday  morning,  if  the  weather  will 
admit,  with  private  Gentlemen  of  skill  and  experience,  to  examine 
the  present  defenoes  of  the  river  and  see  what  further  may  be  neces- 
sary for  our  security.  I  must  therefore  request  you  to  give  diree* 
tions  to  fit  out  as  many  boats  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  accomoda- 
tion of  six  Oendemen  with  their  necessary  attendants.  We  shall 
crossover  with  our  horses  at  Gloucester  point  and  proceed  from 
thence  to  Bed  Bank,  and  so  from  thence  to  Billiuffsport,  al  both 
which  places  I  would  chuse  the  boats  should  attend,  from  thence 
we  shall  cross  with  our  horses  to  the  Pennsylvania  side. 

I  would  wish  the  boats  to  be  provided  with  Line  for  sounding  the 
depths  of  the  river  in  different  places. 

Mr.  Crispin  will  have  orders  to  supply  the  boats  with  suitable 
refreshments  as  you  shall  direct. 

I  am,  &c. 
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Sbo'y  Matlack  to  John  Dunlap,  Ac,  1779. 

Kr.  Dunlap, 

Please  to  repabiisb  in  yoor  next  paper  the  order  of  Council  of  the 
29th  December  laatj  published  in  your  paper  of  Jan'y  2"',  with  the 
following  addition,  by  way  of  Note,-— 

The  great  fire  which  alarmed  this  city  on  Saturday  last,  and 
threatened  the  destruction  of  a  valuable  part  of  the  city,  shows  the 
necessity  of  the  foregoing  recommendation ;  and  the  Vigilance  and 
attention  of  some  of  the  Fire  companies  whose  Engines  were  in  good 
order  does  them  honour,  and  it  is  hoped,  that  every  Fire  company 
in  the  oity  will  take  care  to  follow  their  laudable  example  and  show 
to  the  world  a  continuation  of  the  same  public  spirit  which  has,  on 
oeoaaions  of  this  kind,  so  long  and  so  eminently  distinguished  the 
oidiens  of  Philadelphia.* 

Feb'y  1779. 


Board  of  War  to  Prss.  Bbbd,  1779. 

War  Office,  Feb'y  22*,  1779- 
Sir, 

General  Du  Portail,  is  about  executing  the  Orders  of  the  Com.  in 
Chief,  in  taking  a  survey  of  the  Delaware  and  preparing  a  plan  of 
Fortification.  He  wants  some  Person  capable  of  giving  information 
&  directing  the  Workmen  necessary  for  sounding  the  Kiver  k  other 
Business.  A  sloop  &  twelve  or  fourteen  hands  will  also  be  necessary. 
We  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  comply  with  his  Request,  but  have 
recommended  it  to  him  to  apply  to  the  Council  of  the  Stato  for  such 
assistance  as  they  can  give,  &  we  will  afford  every  thing  we  can. 

We  have  received  no  orders  from  Congress  on  the  Subject,  but 
trouble  your  Excellency  with  this  to  expedite  General  Du  Portail^ 
in  his  Execution  of  the  orders  he  has  received  from  the  Com.  in 
Chief. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
With  great  Respect, 

Your  very  obed.  Serv<», 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order. 
Directecff 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

Jndonedj 

**  Read  in  Council,  Feb.  23.  Ordered  that  Cap.  Boys  be  directed  to 
give  such  assistanca  to  the  Board  of  War  as  they  may  require  ft  he 
be  able  to  give." 

*  See  pa^  184. 
9» 
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BoABD  OF  Wae,  to  Pres.  Rebd,  1779. 

War  Office,  FeVy  22, 177&. 
Sir, 

ApplipationB  aro  frequently  made  to  this  boan)  for  matters  imme- 
diately concermng  the  militia  of  your  State,  whioh  we  conoeive  mot9 
properly  fall  iinder  the  notioe  of  the  Sapreme  £i:eoutiTe  CounoiL 
The  partieolar  oooasion  of  this  letter,  is  the  presentation  of  an  aoooani 
for  the  repairs  of  arms  belonging  to  this  State,  whioh  were  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  militia  of  Bedford  oonnty,  but  w«ated  repaiMy  wbiA 
were  made  before  they  were  issned.  We  feel  every  dispoeition  t4 
promote  the  general  good  by  serving  a  particular  State;  bat  believe 
justioe  will  be  done  to  the  public  &  individuials  more  effeetn^ly  if 
the  afiiairs  of  the  militia  are  managed  by  the  governing  ppwerf  of 
the  State  to  whioh  they  belong.  AfterwaoxLs,  such  expences  as  ought 
to  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States,  may  be  charged  to  them 
accordingly.  We  beg  leave  therefore  to  refer  to  your  Excellency  and 
your  honourable  bom  the  account  above-mentioned,  with  this  assu- 
rance, that  whenever  an  act  of  ours,  as  officers  of  the  United  States, 
shall  DC  thought  necessary,  we  shall  cheerfully  do  it. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servants, 

By  order  of  the  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 

Diree^f 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pensylvaaia. 


Pres.  Bbbd  to  Assbmblt,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Ph%  23*  Feb.  1779. 

Sir, 

Several  members  of  this  board,  who  were  present  in  Jttfy  last, 
when  M»  Eliiabeth  Fenguaoa  layed  her  ease  bef<»re  the  Council, 
tepxeaent  to  me,  that  some  sentences  contained  in  her  petition  to  the 
Assembly,  of  the  7*^  Instant,  which  they  have  seen  at  large  in  the 
printed  minutes  of  your  Housci  give  an  account  of  the  conduct  of 
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ibis  boardi  on  oomon  of  Uiftt  IMfs  i^pliotiUm  tP  Gonncilj  very 
different  from  their  apprehensions  of  it. 

Her  jnemorial,  wherein  she  laboured  to  shew^  that  M'  F.  ought 
not  to  be  oonsidered  as  a  Traitor,  nor  even  inimical  to  this  Country, 
Ibej  dcolaM  was  barely  read.  Whatewr  Ckmnoil  might  tbink  of  her 
petltioni  or  her  diAoultiea,  they  expressed  nolhinff.  It  was  not 
considered,  as  beyond  the  reach  of  the  EzeeutiTe  antnority  to  restore 
ber  hnaband,  both  as  to  person  &  Estate,  bat  it  was  -very  distant 
fbom  their  intention  to  do  it  How,  then,  oonld  th^  refer  Mi*.  F. 
to  the  Legidatare !  In  faot,  Gonneil,  these  niembeni  ailedge,  gave 
mib  aMwer  whatever  to  her  memorial. 

This  aooonnt  of  the  matter  is  established  by  the  misotes  of  Coaneii 
of  the  26th  of  JUy*  last,  &  afterwards ;  a  by  the  representation 
made  by  this  lady,  signed  by  herself.  No  entry  or  memoinndam) 
other  than  of  reading  h^  memorial,  appeaiv  in  either. 

JOSEPH  REED^ 

President. 


m^-^^ 


Ls^m  NiooLA  TQ  Pus.  "BxsD,  1779. 

Fob'y  23, 1779. 

s-,' 

I  am  &vonred  with  yours,  &  shall  with  pleasure  attend  your 
Excellency  at  any  time  you  choose,  as  I  shall  always  think  it  my  dutj^ 
to  contribute  every  thing  in  my  power  to  your  satbfaction  on  the 
public  utility. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Tour  Excel. 

Most  hum'  &  obed<  Sery*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
Sunday  iayening, 

IHrectedf 

To  his  Excel'y  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State. 

«  Should  probably  be  June  26th,  1778,  Vol.  YI.  pp.  CI  7,  618.  AlsO  Col* 
Reo.  Vol.  .XI.  p.  6S-4 
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BbSOLUTIOKS  09  OONGRBSSy  17T9. 

Id  Congress. 

24th  FeVy,  1779. 

CoDgresi  took  into  oonsidemtion  the  letter  of  29th  Janiurji  froin 
the  Supreme  ezeoutiTe  Coancil  of  Pennsjlyaniai  and  the  papers 
therein  enclosed,  whereupon  it  was  moved 

That  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  Major  Clarkson  ought  to  hare 
attended  the  ezecntiTe  Cottncil  upon  their  request  of  the  25th  Jan'y,* 
1779,  unless  prevented  by  his  military  duties  or  some  good  &  suffi* 
oi^t  reason,  in  which  case  he  ought  to  have  assigned  his  reasons  to 
the  said  Council. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  words  <^  Unless  prevented,  ko./'  to 
the  end,  be  struck  out,  and  on  the  question  that  those  words  stand 
as  part  of  the  resolution,  the  yeas  ft  iwyBt  l^ing  nquired  by  Mr. 
Morris : 

Mr.  Whipple,  No. 

Mr.  S.  Adams,  No. 

Gerry,  No.  5-  No. 

Holton,  No. 

Mr.  EUery,  Ay. 

Mr.  Jay,  No. 
Morris,  Ay. 
Floyd,  Ay. 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  No. 
Frelinghnysen,  No. 

Mr.  Clingan,  No. 
Shippen,  No. 
AUee,  No. 
Searle,  No. 

Mr.  M«Eean,  No. 

Mr.  T.  Adams,  Ay. 
F.  L.  Lee,  No. 
M.  Smith,  No. 
B.  H.  Lee,  No. 
Griffin,  Ay. 

Mr.  Penn,  Ay. 
Burke,  No. 

Mr.  Drayton,  Ay. 
Hutson,  No. 

Georgia  Mr.  Langworthy,  Ay. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were  struck  out 
On  the  question  put  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  as  amended,  the 
yeas  &  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Searle : 

♦  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  XL,  p.  676.  f  ^"^his  Vol.,  p.  174. 


New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts  Bay 

Bhode  Island 
New  Tork 


New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 


No. 


Delaware 
Virginia 


North  Carolina 
Sottth  Cardina 
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New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts  Bay 

Bhode  Island 
ConnectioQt 
New  York 


Aj. 


New  Jejsey 


Pennsjlyania 


Delaware 
Maryland 

Virginia 


Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  }-Ay. 

Mr.  8.  Adams,  Ay. 
Gerry,  Ay. 
Holton,  Ay. 

Mr.  EUery,  No. 

Mr.  Root,  Ay. 

Mr.  Jay,  No. 

Morris,  No. 

Floyd,  No. 

Lewis,  No. 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay. 

Frelinghuysen,  Ay. 

Fell,  Ay. 
Mr.  Clingan,  Ay. 

Bhippen,  Ay. 

Atlee,  Ay. 

Searle,  Ay. 
Mr.  M^'KeaUj  Ay. 
Mr.  Paoa,Ay. 

Oarmiohael,  No.    ' 
Mr..  T.  Adams,  No. 

P.  L.  Lee,  Ay. 

M.  Smith,  No. 

R.  H.  Lee,  Ay. 

Griffin,  No.  . 
Mr.  Penn,  No. 

Barke,  No. 
Mr.  Drayton,  No. 

Hntson,  Ay. 
Georgia  Mr.  Langworthy,  No. 

A  donbt  being  raised  whether  one  member  can  represent  and  give 
the  vote  of  the  state  of  Connectiont,  the  credentials  of  the  delegates 
of  that  state,  dated  October  21st,  1778|  were  called  for  and  read, 
and  on  the  question  pat. 

Resolved.  That,  by  the  said  credentials,  not  less  than  two  can 
represent  the  state  of  Gonneii^cat  in  Congress. 

So  the  states  being  equally  divided,  the  question  was  lost. 

Resolved.  That  the  letter  of  the  27th  January,  1779,  from  Major 
M.  Clarkson  to  the  said  Council,  contains  indecent  and  improper 
ezpressionsi  which  Congress  do  highly  disapprove  of,  & 

Resolved.  That  Congress  will  not  countenance  any  military 
offioer  in  disrespectful  conduct  to  the  civil  magistracy. 

Resolved.  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  post- 
•poned  till  to-morrow. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA-  THOMSON,  Sec'y.* 


North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 


}^No. 
■No. 


Ay. 


Ay. 

}Ay. 
Tie. 


No. 


No. 
No. 


Sm  pag«209. 
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SaML.   XiOUDOK  to  SjBC'7  MATIiAGEy  1779* 

FiflbkiU,  25  Feb.,  1779. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  tp  yoor  desire,  tby  Paper  sbnll  be  sent  to  yoQ*  I  havo 
publisbed  bat  few  Papers  for  the  past  three  months,  owing  to  soarcitj 
of  Paper,  bat  now  have  a  parcel  on  the  way  hither,  and  in  two 
weeks  shall  begin  to  forwaid  them  to  yoa. 

I  am,  ar, 

Your  h'ble  sesy**, 

SAM.  LOUDON.* 

Directedy 

Tim'y  MaUa^k^  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


*T    *> 


W.  SooTT  &  R.  Stbvknson  to  Pms.  Bbed,  1779, 

May  it  Pleas  yoor  Ezoelency, 

The  friends  to  oar  Consiitntion  here  join  as  in  retnming  oar 
hearty  thank  for  yonr  candid  and  impartial  hearing  and  determining 
the  dispnte  concerning  oar  late  Election,  we  are  happy  in  finding 
One  Presideing  in  Ezecntive  Council  who  is  able  and  willing,  both 
with  direction  and  Example,  to  encourage  as  in  the  duty  we  owe  to 
oar  Contery.  We  are  informed  by  oar  Neighbours  who  were  at 
the  trial,  that  they  expected  the  Assembly  would  not  hare  put  the 
dispute  to  Vote  aatil  they  wou^  have  had  a  conference  with  Council. 
But  after  all  that  haspasaed,  we  hope  there  is  a  possibilitjy  of  an 
other  hearing,  as  the  House  of  Assembly  have  it  in  their  Power  to 
reconsider  their  Proceedings  before  they  adjourn  this  sitting. 

The  People  here  who  are  disaffected  to  our  present  Constitution^ 
are  in  high  spirits  on  account  of  their  Representatives  having  leave 
to  take  their  seats,  and  say  they  now  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  that 
they  will  soon  have  day  about  with  us,  as  they  are  already  relieved 
from  all  disabilities  formerly  laid  on  them,  except  that  of  Election 
and  Juries,  wbbh  two  last  mentioned  disabilities  they  look  upon  aa 
a  great  advanti^e ;  they  are  now  preparing  Petitions  to  Assembly, 
Preying  to  have  those  Persons  who  have  sworn  alegienee  since  toe 
first  of  June  last,  Excused  from  taking  the  late  prescribed  Oath^ 
and  to  be  as  free  as  if  they  had  Complied  with  the  law  in  due  time ; 
which  if  they  obtain,  the  right  of  Election  will  be  little  benefit  to 
lionest  Men  in  our  Country. 

We  Flatter  ourselves  that  the  assistance  of  Council  can  be  had  if 
appli'  for  by  our  Friends  in  Assembly,  to  bring  about  a  rehearing  of 

*  See  page  186. 
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OQi  Ooiit09t»  and  if  Poanbk  to  pi^  4  «tep  to  mdk  dtring  at^npto 
Agwsfc  our  Libertief}.'*' 

We  beg  leuve  tp  sabMribe  ooffiolTeii 
yottr  BkceUoncjB 

most  Obedienf;, 

Humble  serv**, 

W-  SCOTT, 

BOB'  STEYENeON.t 
York,  Febnutfy  26%  1779. 

To  his  Blxcelency  Josepb  Beod,  Prec*  in  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Statement  of  Jomr  Mitchell,  &c.,  17T9. 

Philadelphia,  February  26tfa,  1779. 

Bis  Excellency  the  President,  and  Exeouiive  Council  of  this  State, 
having  requested  me  to  give  them  an  account  of  what  passed  be- 
tween Major  Oeneral  Arnold  and  me,  respecting  the  waggons  he 
sent  to  Egg-harbour  in  October  iast,  and  also  what  passed  before, 
and  at  the  time,  I  wrote  General  Arnold  a  state  of  tlus  affair,  dated 
the  niaeteentk  instant.  Agreeable  to  their  request,  I  now  send 
them  the  real  state  of  that  matter  to  the  best  of  my  iwiolleotio&. 

General  Arnold  having  sent  for  me  to  Head  quartan  in  this  city, 
I  waited  on  him  in  his  cliamber,  when  he  informed  me  he  sent  for 
me  to  request  I  would  give  him  a  trae  state  of  the  a&ir  of  the 
waggons,  and  what  passed  reapeoldng  the  payment  of  the  hire  of 
them.  I  answered  it  was  very  disagreeable  to  me  to  have  any 
thing  further  done  by  me  in  that  a&ur,  as  it  was  before  Ooaffrsss^ 
tnd  the  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  tiiat  I  wished  to  avoid  bnag 
eonndered  as  engaged  in  either  side,  or  interfering  in  the  bnsineBa, 
•ad  that  it  wu  extremely  disagreeable  to  have  my  name  or  any 
thing  wrote  by  me  in  the  publick  paper,  that  I  had  given  the  Ooud- 
dl  a  state  of  it,  copy  of  which  he  was  possessed  of,  and  that  I  had 
jilso  given  a  committee  of  Congress  a  foil  account  of  what  I  knew, 
that  I  would  appear  before  any  proper  authority  to  give  my  testip 
■leny.  The  General  replied  that  it  was  very  ha^  to  be  refiised  ft 
0tate  of  the  facts,  and  urged  me  to  give  him  a  certificate  of  the  affair^ 
pavticttiarly  what  I  knew  respecting  the  payment  of  the  waggon 
master.  He  shewed  me  a  paper,  which  he  saiil  if  I  improved  or,  he 
requested  I  would  sign.  I  read  it,  he  asked  me  if  I  approved  of  it. 
I  told  him  if  I  signed  one,  I  wocdd  write  it  myself,  that  there  was 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  Xt.,  pages  696-700. 

t  See  Aroh.  Vol.  YI.  p.  775,  &  this  Vol.  p.  198  &  218. 
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Mne  parts  not  in  the  words  I  would  put  them.  He  gave  me  the 
paper  and  requested  as  a  Gentleman  I  wonid  not  refuse  him  what  he 
desired.  I  told  him  I  would  take  it  home,  and  consider  of  it,  and 
would  let  him  know  what  I  would  do.  On  consideration  of  it,  I  was 
very  anxious  to  avoid  having  anj  thing  further  to  say  on  the  subject, 
but  on  his  further  request,  I  wrote  the  facts  as  related  in  my  letter  of 
the  nineteenth  instant,  since  published  in  M'  Dunlap's  paper,  and 
sent  it  to  the  General,  which  is  the  same  as  my  answer  to  Council  of 
the  nineteenth  of  January,  except  from  the  word,  on  Saturday,  the 
thirtieth  of  January,  &c. — which  is  what  passed  respecting  the  pay- 
ment of  M'  Jordan,  the  Waggon-master.  General  Arnold  requested 
I  would  put  it  in  the  nature  of  a  certificate,  and  returned  the  letter 
to  me  for  that  purpose,  but  I  persisted  in  the  mode  I  had  before 
done  it  in,  and  returned  the  letter  to  him.  I  must  acknowledge  it 
was  very  disagrAeab^9  to  me  to  write  or  have  any  thing  published  in 
my  name,  as  I  smor^Jy  wish  to  avoid  all  publ'  :]e  disputes,  and  am 
extremely  sorry  there  ever  was  any  cause  for  writing  on  so  dis- 
agreeable a  sul^ect. 

JOHN  MITCHELL, 

D'  Q'  M'  Gen'.* 


M'  Mitchell  not  having  given  a  compleat  account  of  this  business, 
in  order  to  compleat  it,  I  think  it  necessary  to  certify  that  on  Friday, 
the  instant,  Mr.  MitoL<iil  came  to  me,  and  after  some  little 

introduction  mentioned  that  General  Arnold  had  importuned  him 
so  much  on  the  subject,  that  he  had  concluded  to  give  him  a  certifi- 
cate, and  wished  me  to  look  at  a  paper  in  his  hand.  I  for  some  time 
declined  it,  expressing  my  aversion  to  do  any  thing  in  it,  but  as 
President  of  the  State.  But  at  his  importunity  I  at  length  was 
induced  to  read  it,  and  found  it  to  be  a  colourable,  nn&ir  state,  verT 
difierent  in  my  Judgment,  from  what  he  he  had  given  the  Council, 
some  facts  suppressed  and  others  mistated,  and  I  instantly  declared 
it  to  be  so,  and  that  it  was  calculated  to  screen  General  Arnold. 
The  style  and  manner  in  which  it  was  drawn  up,  tho'  it  was  in  M' 
Mitchell's  hand  writing,  seemed  to  me  different  from  M'  Mitchell's, 
«nd  I  expressed  this  opinion  to  the  Conndl  immediately,  aflter  whieh 
I  mentioned  the  transaction,  as  I  then  suspected  it  to  have  been 
drawn  by  General  Arnold,  and  that  it  was  intended  to  surnrise  me 
into  an  approbation  of  it.  M'  Mitchell  admitted  before  thd  Ooundl 
the  above  fact— but  has  oi^iitted  it  in  the  state  given. 

1779,  reo*  February  27^*>  from  John  Mitchell,  Esquire,  state  of 
the  case  of  the  waggons,  and  the  President's  oerUfieate. 

'^  See  page  218. 
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1778.  Teams.  Northampton. 

October  4,  f  gone  to  Egg  |  Peter  Collier,  W.  M',  12  d;  d». 
5,  \    harbour.     \  Abraham  Worfcherinff,  13  d^,  d«. 
Extract  from  John  Mitobell,  D.  Q.  M.  G.^bis  book. 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

1778.  Teams. 

October  10%  (gone  to  Egg  harb')  Patrick  Matland,  W.  M'.,  10  d% 
Bucks  conntj. 

Extract  from  John  Mitchell|  D.  Q.  M.  Q.,  hia  book, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

1778. 

Norember  9*^.  GoU  Eyres  called  to  inform  Coll.  Mitchell  that 
Adam  Foalke  has  sold  twenty  barrels  of  the  Oil.  Mr.  Fonlke  says 
he  will  take  the  rem'r  at  first  cost^  and  adyance  £2000  down,  and 
pay  the  remainder  as  he  sells  it. 

Extract  from  John  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  his  book. 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

1778.  ~ 

November  30.  Ord'  by  the  Gen'l,  acco^*  of  10  waggons  employ* 
goinff  to  Egg  harbour  the  22"'  to  the  30<^. 

Also  any  other  accounts  ag^  the  Schooner  at  Egg  harbour. 

Extract  from  John  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  his  book, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 


Sbcrbtart  Matlack  to  Wm.  Shippbn,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Council  order  me  to  request  that  yon  will  procure  and  fur- 
nish them  with  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  *duly  authenticated 
on  the  Councils  represent-ation  to  Congress  of  the  conduct  of  Matthew 
Clarkson  Aid  du  Camp  to  Gen^  Arnold  with  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  in  his  case. 

I  am  &c., 

T.  M.  8ec^ 
Philad*  Feb'  26, 1779. 

Direciedj 

To  hn'ble  Wm.  Sbippen,  Esq'.  Delegate  of  Pensylyania  in 
Congress. 

*  See  page  204. 
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Gbn.  Gbobgb  Washington  to  P&es.  RbjbDi  1779. 

Head  Qoarters,  Middlebrooki  27ih  fehj,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  is  very  probable  that  neoessitj  or  choice  may  induce  va  to 
undertake  some  offensive  operations  against  the  Indiana  this  sam- 
mer,  in  case  the  situation  of  affairs  on  the  sea-board  admit  of  any 
thing  of  this  kind.  At  all  events  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  suca 
information  of  their  country  and  the  avenues  leading  into  it,  as 
may  be  advantageously  applied  under  favourable  circumstances. 

I  have  been  told  by  Charles  Stuart  Esq'  Commissary  Gen^  of 
Issues,  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  in  possession  of  actual 
surveys  of  the  waters  of  Suaquehannah,  and  the  dutances  of  the 
different  branches  across  to  the  Alleghany  river.  As  a  knowledge  of 
these  particulars  may  be  of  use,  in  giving  preference  to  certain 
routes,  or  in  formine  a  plan  of  operations,  I  shall  therefore  be 
obliged  to  you,  for  the  papers  alluded  tO|  and  as  soon  as  your  oon- 
veniency  will  admit 

I  need  not  mention  to  you  the  obtuning  them  in  a  manner  the 
least  liable  to  produce  ideas  of  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 
wanted. 

I  am,  D  Sir 

your  very  hble  serv* 

G»  WASHINGTON. 

Directed, 

Private 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Heed  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philad*.     G"  Washington. 


J.  M.  NssBiTT  TO  Pbes.  Bbbp,  1779. 

Phlkd*,  Feb^  27th,  1779. 
Sir, 

When  your  letter  for  HessF*  Morris,  Nesbitt  &  Co,  was  handed  me  I 
was  at  Dinner  or  should  have  given  it.  an  Immediate  answer  or  have 
waited  on  you  to  have  known  the  Vessell  alluded  to  for  I  really  don't 
know  any  Vessell  in  which  Mr.  Morris  &  I  am  Concem'd  now  in 
port  fit  for  the  purpose  you  mention,  point  out  the  one  meant  & 
you  shall  have  an  Immediate  answer  in  respect  to  Her,  as  far  as  I 
am  Concern'd  the  public  may  be  assured  of  my  Consent  either  to 
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hire  or  sell  to  them  any  Vessell,  I  am  Interested  in  on  snoh  terms 
as  Indifferent  persons  shall  Judge  reasonable.* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Sir  your  most  obed^ 

&  most  ham  Serv^ 

J.  M.  NESBITT. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Ezoellency^  Joseph  Seed,  Esq**. 


Gbn.  Sullivan  to  Pbbs.  Rebd,  1779. 

Proyidenoe,  Peb^  27, 1779. 
Sir, 

I  this  day  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  the  21  alt«.  The 
papers  alluded  to  as  I  know  not  where  or  to  whom  they  might  be 
forwarded,  I  ordered  them  to  be  taken  Care  of  nntill  Claimed  by  some 
person  who  had  a  Right  to  them.  I  now  put  them  into  the  hands  of 
Col.  Bowen  Deputy  Quarter  M'  for  this  i>epartment,  who  says  he 
will  forward  them  with  this  Letter  to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obed^  Senr* 

JNO.  SULLIVAN. 

Directed^ 

On  publick  Service. 

To  His  Ezeellenoy  Gh>vemor  Read,  Pensylvania. 

This  Letter  &  the  papers  accompany-  \ 

ing  to  be  forwarded  ^  first  express  > 

Jno.  Sullivan,  H.  Qc.     ) 

*  See  page  198. 
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Secy.  Matlack  to  M.  Du^Simitibrb,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Feb^  28, 1779. 
Sir. 

I  beg  the  favour  of  yon  to  translate  into  English  the  enclosed 
^petition  and  let  me  have/4t  as  early  as  can  do  it  with  convenience 
toyonrself. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Sir  your  very  hamble  Servant 

T.  M. 
M.  Da  Simitiere. 


Georqe  Ross  to  Pkesident  Reed,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  jost  now  received  yonr  polite  favour,  inclosing  a  Resolve  of  the 
Hon'ble  the  Sapream  Executive  Council  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Their  testimony  of  my  conduct,  as  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty,,merits  my  sincerest  thanks,  and  I  assure  you,  gives  me  very 
sensible  pleasure. 

I  verily  believe,  on  the  great  scale,  that  the  Politicks  of  the 
Hon'ble  Council,  yours  &  my  own,  are  the  same.  And  tho'  there 
may^be  a  difference  of  opinion  about  some  articles  in  the  Constitu- 
tion! I  have  held  myself  bound  by  it,  (more  especially  since  a 
Publick  Compact  made)  and  the  Laws  that  have  been  enacted  under 
it ;  and  shall  still  continue  to  do  so  untill  a  majority  of  the  People 

Srom  whom  only  authority  is  derived,)  shall  think  proper  to  alter 
e  same.  Holding  myself  always  at  Liberty  to  use  proper  methods 
for  procuring  such  amendments,  as  in  good  conscience  I  shall  con« 
ceive  will  procure  &  secure  to  the  people  more  Liberty  &,  Happiness. 
With  those  sentiments  I  have  hitherto  served  in  Publick  Office, 
and  with  such  sentiments  I  have  no  objection  to  accept  the  Com- 
mission of  Judge  of  the  Admiralty.  Trusting  that  the  Hon'ble 
Assembly  will  make  adequate  &  suitable  provision  for  supporting 
the  office  with  Dignity  &  Honor.  You  will  oblige  me  by  returning 
my  thanks  to  his  Excellency  &  Council 

I  am  Sir, 

with  much  respect, 

y  very  humble  serv*, 

GEO.  ROSS.f 
Ist  March,  1779. 

*  No  inolosnre  foand  witli  this. 

f  He  was  appointed,  this  day,  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  of  the  State, 
under  a  late  act  of  Assembly.    See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  718. 
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John  Miiohell  to  Frssidknt  Bbed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  lat  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  address  yoa  again  on  a  subject  which  has 
giyen  me  great  pain  and  uneasiness  of  mind.  I  had  flattered  myself 
that  my  Letter  to  your  Excellency  of  the  twenty-sixth  past,  with 
the  narrative  inclosed  for  the  Council,'*'  would  have  been  satisfactory, 
and  have  removed  from  the  minds  of  your  Excellency  and  the 
Council,  those  unfavourable  Ideas  which  you  had  conceived  against 
me,  in  the  unfortunate,  and  to  me,  unhappy  affair  of  the  Waggons 
sent  by  General  Arnold  to  Egg  Harbour,  but  from  the  publication 
in  Hr.  Dunlap's  paper  of  the  27th,  I  have  the  mortification  to  find 
I  am  still  involved  in  that  disagreeable  a£fair,  and  have  not  been 
able  to  remove  the  opinion  of  the  Council  on  my  conduct ;  this  I 
feel  with  redoubled  force,  as  I  have  been,  and  am  sincerely  disposed 
to  ^ve  every  Satisfaction  in  my  power. 

It  was  truly  my  intention,  however  unfortunate  in  the  mode  of 
conveying  it,  to  give  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  a  clear  and 
Just  relation  of  the  several  facts  relating  to  that  affair.  I  have  no 
design  to  palliate  General  Arnold's  conduct  in  the  Business,  nor  in 
any  manner  to  conceal  such  facts  as  may  give  it  a  colouring  one  way 
or  the  other ;  but  beinff  sensible  that  I  had  in  some  measure  erred 
in  my  own,  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  I  should  state  it  in  a  worse 
point  of  view  than  my  conscience  told  me  it  deserved ;  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  have  appeared  to  endeavour  at  giving  it  a  colouring 
which  the  Council  think  too  favourable,  I  should  hope  fbr  an  indul- 
gent allowance  for  a  propensity,  so  natural  to  the  human  mind, 
whether  this  has  been  the  case  or  not  I  must  submit  to  their  candor) 
and  in  order  to  remove  every  unfavourable  Impression,  as  far  as 
may  bo'tn  my  power,  I  will  now  give  as  full  and  candid  a  relation  of 
the  whole  matter  as  I  am  able.  Perhaps  the  whole  appearing  to- 
gether may  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  detached  pieces  I  have 
already  given  at  different  Times. 

About  the  middle  of  October  last,  General  Arnold  sent  for  me. 
On  my  waiting  on  him,  he  informed  me  he  wanted  Ten  or  Twelve 
Waggons  to  go  to  Egg  Harbour  to  bring  some  Goods  which  were  in 
danger  of  falling  into  the  Enemy's  hands,  and  that  he  would  pay 
the  expence.  I  informed  him  I  had  none  at  that  time  could  be 
spared  from  Publick  Service,  but  when  there  was,  I  would  send  the 
Waggon  Master  to  him.  He  asked  me  if  there  was  not  Waggons 
sent  to  Egg  Harbour  with  Forage  and  Provisions,  and  if  they  could 
not  bring  back  a  load  for  him.  I  answered  yes,  there  was  several 
sent,  but  I  believed  they  were  now  returning — that  if  I  had  occasion 
to  send  any  more,  with  cither  provision  or  Forage,  and  there  was  no 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol  XL,  p.  706,  708,  700,.  and  p.  160,  207,  of  this  Vol. 
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pnbliok  stores  to  bring  np^  tbej  xnigbt  load  for  bun^  and  it  wonld 
save  the  pnbliek  half  the  ezpenoe,  as  ho  mast  pay  the  hire  baok. 
This  he  seemed  pleased  with,  hot  not  having  oooasion  to  send  any 
of  the  articles  above  mentioned,  the  General  sent  to  me  several 
times  to  know  if  I  oonld  let  him  have  the  Waggons.  My  answer 
was,  he  shou'd  have  the  first  could  be  spared  without  Injury  to  the 

Sublic  service.  On  the  22d  of  October,  Jesse  Jordan,  a  Waggon 
[aster  from  Chester  County,  came  to  Town  with  Twelve  Teams,  a 
memorandum  of  which  was  put  in  the  Memorandum  Book.  A 
considerable  quantity  of  Stores  being  forwarded  to  North  Kiver, 
and  some  Continental  Teams  coming  in,  which  were  not  ezpeeted| 
and  the  General  being  desirous  to  have  the  Waggons  sent  to  save 
the  property  at  Egg  Harbour  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Enemy,  I  desired  Mr.  Jordan  to  go  to  (General  Arnold,  who  wanted 
him  to  go  to  Egg  Harbour,  and  that  he  wou'd  pay  him  and  give  him 
his  directions.  Mr.  Jordan  accordingly  went  from  me,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, called  on  the  General ;  from  that  time  I  heard  nothing  further 
on  the  subject  till  Mr.  Jordan  had  returned,  and  I  think  gone  homci 
when  I  asked  one  of  the  Clerks  if  he  heard  whether  Jordan  was 
paid  by  General  Arnold.  I  think  he  said  he  did  not  know.  I 
afterwards  'saw  the  General,  who  told  me  the  Waggon  Master  had 
not  called  on  him  for  his  pay,  and  desired,  when  I  saw  him,  I  would 
let  him  know  or  words  to  that  purpose.  I  desired  my  Clerks  to  be 
careful  that  Mr.  Jordan's  hire  was  not  paid  in  my  office,  and  to  pay 
no  pay  rolls  without-  my  approbation.  From  this  time,  about  the 
beginning  of  November,  I  heard  nothing  respecting  the  matter  that 
I  can  recollect,  till  the  Secretary  of  the  Executive  Council  wrote 
me  for  what  Information  I  could  five  them  respecting  the  Waggons 
sent  bv  General  Arnold  to  Egg  Harbour,  to  which  request  I  gave 
the  following  answer,  dated  the  19  th  January. 


Philadelphia,  19th  January,  1779. 
Sir, 

I,  this  day,  received  an  order,  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Honorable  Council  of  this  State,  requesting  I  would  give  them 
information  respecting  a  Brigade  of  Waggons,  under  the  conduct  of 
Jesse  Jordan,  Waggon  Master  from  Chester  County;  the  Council 
having  been  informed  that  I  sent  them  to  Egg  Harbour  to  convey 
private  property  to  this  City.  I  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to  give 
your  Excellency  and  the  Hon'ble  Council  every  information  you 
think  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  Publick,  or  this  State  in  par- 
ticular, which  relates  to  my  office  or  the  business  of  the  Department| 
as  I  have  no  desire  to  conceal  any  part  of  my  conduct  as  a  publick 
officer,  having  conducted  the  business  under  my  direction,  with  In 
tegrity  and  tfustioe  to  the  publick.    The  following  are  the  Suta  o- 
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the  facto  requiredi  tu  :  In  the  Month  of  October  last,  at  the  time 
the  Enemy  had  landed  some  Troope  at  Egg  Harbour,  General 
Arnold  desired  I  would  famish  him  with  a  Brigade  of  Teams,  which 
he  wanted  to  send  to  the  Jeneys,  and  that  he  would  pay  the  hire  of 
them,  they  being  wanted  to  remove  property  which  was  in  eminent 
danger  of  falling  into  the  Enemy's  hands.  I  informed  him  he  shou'd 
have  the  Waggon  Master  of  the  first  Brigade,  which  cou'd  be  spared 
from  Publiok  Service,  sent  to  him,  when  he  would  give  him  such 
orders  as  he  pleased.  Accordingly,  about  the  22d  of  October,  Mr. 
Jordan  w*  sent  to  the  General  to  receive  his  directionS|  having  at  that 
time  sent  forward  a  large  supply  for  the  army,  &o*.  When  Jordan 
returned,  he  was  desired  to  make  out  his  account  to  General  Arnold 
to  be  paid.  I  do  not  know  where  the  Loading  was  stored,  nor 
whose  property  it  was,  further  than  what  is  before  mentioned — a 
greater  number  of  Continental  Teams  coming  in  than  I  expected, 
enabled  me  to  comply  with  General  Arnold's  request  without  any 
inconvenience  to  the  Service.  If  there  is  any  thing  further  in  which 
I  can  satisfy  your  Excellency  and  the  Council,  I  will  wait  on  you 
at  any  time  with  pleasure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  M. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr. 


Which,  I  afterwards  learned,  they  sent  a  copy  of  to  General 
Arnold.  His  Excellency  the  President  &  Council  requested  General 
Green  to  direct  that  Mr.  Jordan,  a  Waggon  Master  in  his  service, 
might  be  sent  for,  on  which  I  sent  two  Expresses  to  enquire  if  he 
was  in  the  Quarter  Master's  Department,  and  if  so,  to  send  him  up 
to  wait  on  the  President  and  Council ;  but  they  returned  with  infor- 
mation that  he  was  not  in  the  Service ;  this  I  informed  his  Excel- 
lency of,  who,  if  I  can  recollect,  and  to  the  best  of  my  memory  and 
recollection,  said  the  Council  had  laid  the  matter  before  Congress, 
and  therefore  it  was  not  necessary  to  send  again  for  him.  I  offered 
to  send  any  orders  of  his  by  Express  or  otherwise,  as  he  thought 
proper.  The  next  I  heard  of  this  affair,  was  on  the  30th  January, 
when  Mr.  Jordan  came  to  Town  and  called  at  my  office.  I  told  him 
to  go  to  General  Arnold  for  his  pay,  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  «md  ask'd  him  why  he  did  not  call  for  it  long  before  that  time. 
He  answered  he  had  been  sick,  and  could  not  come  to  Town)  and  I 
think,  said  he  was  sick  when  he  came  from  Egg  Harbour.  I  told 
him  he  must  wait  on  the  President  and  Council  before  he  left  Town 
— that  they  had  sent  for  him— and  it  was  necessary  he  should  call 
on  them.  I  also  asked  him  if  he  had  made  any  complaints  to  Col. 
Boyd;  and  for  what  reason  he  did  make  such  complaints.    He  said 
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he  had  made  none,  nor  had  he  seen  Col.  Boyd  since  his  return  from 
Egg  Harbour,  but  he  believed  some  of  the  Waggoners  had  made 
some  oomplaint,  which  he  had  neyer  seen ;  on  this  he  went  from 
me,  as  I  belieye,  to  General  Arnold,  and  retnmed  with  a  Note  from 
him  to  me  as  follows,  viz :  ^<  The  Waggons  were  sent  to  me  the 
'<22d,  and  discharged  the  29th,  and  were  employed  Eight  days 
'<  each,  is  96  days  a  .''     <<  N.  B.  If  Colonel  Mitchell  will 

<^  make  out  the  account  I  will  pay  it,  as  the  Waggons  were  not  sent 
<<  in  on  purpose  for  me.  I  think  it  will  be  right  to  pay  only  for  the 
<<  time  they  were  employed.^'    Signed^  B.  ARNOLD. 


Saturday. 
To  which  I  answered  Immediately. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Jordan  is  entitled  to  pay  from  the  day  ho  left  home,  and  as 
he  was  not  employ'd  in  Publick  Service,  but  sent  to  you  on  his  arri- 
val, it  is  but  just  he  should  be  paid  by  the  Person  who  employed 
him ;  but  if  you  order  I  should  pay  any  part  of  the  time  due  him 
for  hire  of  his  Teams,  I  will  obey  your  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respect  sir, 

your  most  obed'  hu^  serv*, 

J.  MITCHELL. 

January  80th,  1779. 
To  the  Hon'ble  Major  General  Arnold. 


This  answer  was  sent  directly  to  the  General,  whether  Mr.  Jordan 
went  to  him  then  or  not  I  do  not  recollect,  but  on  producing  his  pay 
roll  1  found  he  had  charged  as  if  he  received  forape,  which  surprized 
me  much,  not  having  been  informed  or  knew  He  had  drawn  any 
Forage  for  more  than  one  day,  on  which  I  sent  to  the  Forage  Master  to 
know  the  truth  of  it,  who  returned  me  an  account  that  he  had  drawn 
Forage.  I  then  desired  he  would  make  out  his  pay  roll  as  if  he  had 
not  Forage,  and  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  Forage  to  Owen  Biddle, 
Esqr.,  Agent  for  the  C.  Q.  of  Forage.  Mr.  Jordan  had  made  an 
account  out  for  two  days  more  than  he  was  entitled  to.  I  told  him 
of  it  and  the  mode  established  for  payment  of  Teams,  and  that  it 
was  agreeable  to  the  Waggon  Law  and  the  opinion  of  the  late  Wag* 
gon  Master  General,  James  Young,  Esqr.  He  seemed  not  contented 
with  this  deduction  of  two  days  at  first,  hut  on  my  assuring  him  it 
was  the  usual  and  customary  time,  and  offering  to  show  him  several 
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pty  roHff  Mitled  isneable  to  tbe  LtLn,  ««d  wbAt  I  then  tmdf  nd 
that  I  insisled  on  t£e  matter  being  settled  before  he  left  TowB|  as  I 
wished  to  be  cleair  of  any  ftirther  Trouble  with  it,  and  desiring  him 
Bot  to  negleot  to  eaH  on  the  President  of  this  Slate,  and  informing 
him  where  he  liied.  He  asked  for  paper,  pen  &  Ink,  and  liberty  to 
make  ont  his  pay  roll  in  the  office,  all  whioh  were  granted  him ;  ha 
seemed  to  me  perfectly  satisfled,  contented,  and  in  good  homonr.  I 
assisted  him  in  bringing  ont  the  amount,  and  I  Mlieve  the  Clerk 
cast  it  np  for  him.  He  left  me  in  this  disposition,  and  went  to 
€knerai  Arnold  to  reoeiTC  his  money,  bat  soon  returned  and  said 
the  Oeueral  was  out  I  told  him  to  call  on  him  again,  and  let  me 
know  if  he  refused  to  iiay  him;  from  that  time  I  ncTcr  saw  Mr. 
Jordan  but  once,  at  some  distance.  General  Arnold  called  on  me 
en  the  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday  following— I  cannot  recoU 
lect  whicb — and  asked  me  if  I  knew  any  thing  of  Mr.  Jordan,  that 
he  wanted  to  pay  him,  that  he  was  going  out  <S  Town,  that  he  won'd 
leave  the  monev  with  Major  Glaricson,  and  re<|neated  I  would  send 
Mr.  Jordan  to  bim  to  reoeiTe  his  money,  but  if  he  would  not  come, 
bcff^d  I  would  send  for  Major  Olarkaon,  who  would  bring  the  money. 

I  have^mitted  to  mentbn  in  the  proper  place  that,  on  M^  Jor- 
dan's return,  he  was  told  to  eall  on  General  Arnold  fcnr  his  pay,  in 
answer  to  which,  he  said  he  wou'd  not  stay  at  that  time  to  make  out 
his  pay  roll,  but  would  return  and  get  his  pay,  or  words  to  that 
purpose;  On  looking  at  a  Memorandum  Book  in  the  office,  kept  to 
assist  my  memofy  and  my  Gierke  only,  I  saw  the  words,  ''  gone  to 
Egg  Harbour  by  order  of  General  Arnold }"  opposite  te  thd  word 
Jesse  Jordan,  W.  M.,  12  Teams,  Chester  County  as  here  put  down. 
I  toM  the  Glcik  General  Arnold  did  not  give  me  orders  to  send  him, 
and  therefore  it  should  be  sent  to  £gg  Harbour  by  direction  of  Gen-; 
oral  Arnold,  which  he  immediately  altered,  and  on  observing  on  the 
other  side,  80th,  Jesse  Jordan  rotunied  from  li^gg  Harbour,  I  told  ^ 
the  Clerk,  as  I  did  not  think  I  had  any  cenoem  with  the  Waggons 
after  they  had  been  sent  to  General  Arnold,  that  those  words  were 
vnnecessary,  and  desired  he  would  strike  it  oi&t,  whioh  he  did  Imme- 
diately ;  this  happened  the  week  after  Jordan  was  at  my  office  last. 

On  General  Arnold's  return,  he  sent  to  let  ma  know  he  wanted  a 
Certificate  of  what  passed  respecting  the  Waggotfs  and  the  payment. 
As  I  wished  to  avoid  any  further  concern  in  this  matter,  I  did  not 

Eto  wait  on  him  till  he  aent  several  times;  when  I  waited  on  him 
was  in  his  Chamber.  He  told  me  what  he  sent  for  me,  was  te 
give  him  a  Certificate  of  what  I  knew  respecting  the  Wa^;ons  he 
aent  to  Egg  Harbour,  and  what  I  knew  respecting  his  desire  to  pay 
them,  as  the  Council  had  charged  him  with  refusing  to  pay  them. 
I  answered  I  was  veiy  desirous  to  have  no  further  concern  in  the 
nffskiT,  that  I  had  informed  the  President  and  Council  what  I  knew 
of  it;  a  Copy  of  which  I  believed  he  had,  and  that  I  had  also  given 
a  Committee  of  Congress  what  Information  I  could,  that  I  would 
freely  go  before  any  authority  that  had  a  right  to  enquire  into  it, 
YoL.  VII.— 10 
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aad  give  my  Testimony,  bat  I  could  not  give  any  Certificate  or  have 
my  name  in  the  pablick  papers,  which  might  subject  mo  to  disa^ 
grceable  answers,  as  the  papers  were  fall  of  tnTcctrve  and  abnse  on 
many  respectable  Characters.     He  said  it  was  very  cmel  and  hard 
to  be  refased  a  trae  state  of  the  matter,  and  showed  me  a  paper  hd 
had  wrote — ^I  belieTe  read  it ;  I  also  read  it,  when  he  asked  me  if 
it  was  the  true  state  of  the  matter.     I  answered  it  might  be  near 
it,  but  if  I  signed  any  I  would  write  it  myself^  that  the  words  wera 
not  Expressed  as  I  would  do,  if  I  gave  any ;  but  still  requested  he 
would  not  insist  on  it^  and  wished  he  would  ezouse  me ;  and  also 
said  I  would  relate  the  matter  if  he  would  not  publish  it ;  but  hk 
answer  was  that  would  not  do,  as  he  wanted  the  facts  lo  publish. 
I  endeavoured  to  excuse  myself,  but  he  earnestly  requested,  as  a 
gentleman,  I  would  give  him  a  state  of  the  matter,  and  requested  I 
would  take  the  paper  home,  and  send  him  a  Certificate*     I  told  him 
I  would  consider  of  it  and  let  him  know.     On  full  oonsideration  I 
was  still  desirous  of  avoiding  any  thing  that  was  to  be  publishjBd 
with  my  name ;  but  on  his  sending  to  me  several  times  for  a  Cer- 
tificate, I  wrote  one,  which,  on  consulting  with  a  friend  whose 
Opinion  I  esteemed — he  thought  it  an  improper  one — op  which  I 
was  determined  to  give  a  Copy  of  my  letter  to  His  Excellency,*  of 
the  19th  January,  which  is  before  recited,  but  from  the  worda  on 
Saturday,  the  SOth  January,  as  recited  in  the  former  part  of  this 
narrative,  was  added  as  what  passed  respecting  the  payment;  this 
I  sent  to  the  General,  who  returned  it  the  next  morning,  desiring  I 
would  send  him  a  Certificate.     I  told  the  Gentleman  who  brought 
it  I  could  give  no  other  than  that.     He  said  he  believed  it  would 
not  do.     I  answered  I  could  do  no  more ;  afterwards  the  paper  he 
gave  me  was  sent  for  (as  I  kept  no  Copy,  do  not  recollect  the  Oon^ 
tents),  which  I  returned.     The*  General  afterwards  called  on  me 
and  requested  I  would  give  him  a  Certificate.    I  assured  him  I 
could  give  no  other,  and  wished  he  would  exeuse  me ;  he  seemed 
displeased  at  my  answer,  and  said  another  Gentleman's  influence 
(naming  him)  was  greater  than  his.     I  assured  him  I  was  not  iqfla* 
enced  by  any  one,  and  only  wanted  te  avoid  any  publication,  but 
that  he  might  hav»  the  Letter  I  wrote  him.    He  took  it  and  left 
me,  as  I  thought,  displeased,  and  thus  this  matter  ended,  having 
had  no  conversation  with  the  General  on  the  subject  since. 

On  the  18th  February  I  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Pettitt, 
A.  Q.  M.  G'l,  inclosing  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Conncil^ 
desiring  a  Certificate  of  the  entry  of  the  Waggons  sent  to  Egc 
Harbour,  of  the  Ferries  they  crossed  k  of  their  return,  to  which  I 
gave  the  following  answer. 
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Philadelphia,  18th  Pchruary,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

.  Id  answer  to  yours  of  this  momiog,  I  bave  to  inforin  yoa  that  I 
have  no  otiier  Entry  of  Jesse  Jordan,  W.  M.,  than  a  Memorandum 
of  hia  ooming  to  my  office  on  the  22d  October  last,  when  he  was 
desired  to  call  on  General  Arnold,  who  wanted  him  to  go  to  Egg 
HarbouTj  that  he  would  pay  him  and  give  him  directions.  From 
that  time  I  conceived  Mr.  Jordan's  Waggons  to  be  totally  dis- 
charged  from  being  under  my  directions ;  I  therefore  neither  gave 
him  orders  to  go  to  any  Ferry  or  any  kind  of  Instructions,  but  what 
is  mentioned  above.  I  do  not  know  at  what  Ferry  he  passed  either 
goinj;  or  returning.  1  shall  at  all  times  most  cheerfully  give  the 
)rresident  and  Council  every  Information  and  satisfaction  on  this  or 
any  other  Transaction  in  my  department,  which  they  may  require  j 
all  that  I  know. of  the  matter  I  have  communicated  to  them. 

I  am  with  siaoeie  esteem, 

Dear  Sir, 

yonn,  Ac, 

J.  M. 

To  Colonel  Charles  FettfU,  A.  Q.  M.  G'l.  . 


On  the  20th  Febmary,  Colonel  Pettitt  called  on  me  for  a  Certi- 
ficate of  the  entry,  as  it  was  esteemed  by  the  Council  to  be  one. 
I  gave  him  one  Immediately ;  on  the  22d  I  receiTed  another  Letter 
from  Colonel  Pettitt,  requesting  I  would  give  a  Certificate  of  an 
entry  of  discharge  of  the  Waggons^  or  that  there  was  none ;  to  this 
I  gave  the  following  answer,  viz  : 

Bear  Sir, 

I  received  your  note  of  this  morning — am  sorry  to  find  the  Hon- 
ourable President  and  Gooncil  should  think  any  information  was 
withheld  from  them  by  me  or  any  Qentleman  in  the  Department. 
I  am  conscious  I  have  never  refused  or  delayed  giving  them  any 
information  thai  was  required.  My  letter  to  you  of  the  18th  was  as 
fall,  and  conveyed  every  intelligence  I  could  give  you ;  there  is  no 
Untry  of  discharge,  or  of  Mr.  Jordan's  Teams,  or  any  other  entry 
whatever,  save  the  one  I  gave  you  the  20th  Instant,  which  was 
fally  contained  in  mine  of  tiie  18th-^the  rumaa  was  there  fully 
explained^ 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

yours,  &c., 

J.  M. 

.  To  Cphmel  Charles  Pettitt,  A.  Qi  H.  Q4. 
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On  the  28d  IiwiaBt  Colonel  Petiitt  called  on  me  to  ask  me  for 
the  Memorandum  Book  to  show  to  the  Council.  I  .told  him  h« 
should  have  any  Book  I  had  with  pleasure.  From  this  time  till  the 
25th,  when  I  was  directed  to  appear  before  Couneil  hj  their  order 
^f  the  24th,  as  thej  intended  to  proceed  against  roe,  agreeable  to 
the  Resolve  of  Congress,  dated  the  9tfa  February,  1777.  I  waited 
on  his  Ezoellenoy  aa  soon  as  he  was  ready  to  see  me,  and  gave  them 
every  Information  in  my  power,  and  I  believe  as  far  as  my  recol- 
lection carries  me,  nearly  agreeable  to  what  is  herein  contained. 

This  affair  has  given  me  infinite  pain  ;  whatever  errors  or  inad* 
Tertencies  I  may  have  committed,  I  can  truly  and  solemnly  say  were 
not  intentionally  wrong,  and  I  hope  your  Excellency  and  the  Coun- 
eil will  consider  it  in  this  point  of  view,  and  favor  me  so  far  as  to 
excuse  those  erroneons  parts  of  my  conduct  in  this  affair,  and  be  so 
indulgent  as  to  prevent  any  publication  respecting  me,  as  it  may  do 
me  the  greatest  &  most  important  Injury.  I  flatter  myself  you  will 
grant  me  thb  proof  of  your  teaderneas  &  Indulgence.  I  have  and 
will  freely  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  give  you  satbfaotion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

yoir  Excellency's  mosi 

obed^  hum*  serv^ 

JOHN  MITCHELL, 

D,  Q.  M.  G'l. 

Direetedy 
To  His  Excellency  JoseJ^h  Reed,  Bsqr. 


Christian  Wirtz  T.  M.  Lanc'r,  to  Pres.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Lancaster,  March  1st,  1779. 
Sir, 

Being  appointed  Town  Major  of  this  Borough  by  the  Hon'ble 
Council  of  this  State,  I  think  myself  in  duty  bound  to  relate  the 
Ciroumstanees  in  aoma  degree  attendiag  the  Guards,  Stores  &c.,  of 
this  place — On  the  Invasion  of  the  Enemy  into  this  State  the  great* 
•r  part  of  the  Stores  were  removed  from  Philadelphia  here  in  Co»" 
sequence  of  which  Store  Houses  were  Built  for  s*  purpose^  since  the 
Enemy's  Evacuation  from  the  City,  the  Stores  have  been  removed 
back  and  but  a  very  trifling  Quantity  remaining  here  although  re- 
quiring the  same  number  of  guards  as  if  they  were  entirely  filled. 
My  reason  for  taking  your  attention  to  this,  is  That  I  have  the 
greatest  Difficulty  in  acquiriog  the  gnarda  neoeasary  for  the  poato  in 
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this  OarrisoD  from  Gol.  Oalbraith,  Lieu^  of  tbe  Gonnty,  who  lo- 
forme  me  that  he  has  so  many  Dranghts  id  the  different  parts  of 
this  County  as  Guards  to  Continental  Stores  and  magazines  that  he  is 
often  at  a  loss  to  com  pleat  the  Quota  for  this  Post,  whereas  if  they 
w^e  Collected  and  depossited  here,  the  Storehousses  and  magazines 
would  be  large  enough  to  hold  'em  and  the  same  Ouard  that  do 
duty  here  now  would  be  a  sufficient  number  to  secure  the  whole. 
This  would  save  a  vast  expence  and  Trouble.  I  have  stated  the 
Caae  to  the  Board  of  War  and  am  in  hopes  they  will  take  into 
donslderation. 

I  am 

your  most  Obedient 

ana  very  bumble  Serv* 

CHRISTIAN  WIRTZ. 
Town  M^jor^  of  lanca'. 

B^fA  11  Mftfohy  &  ord'  to  h«  oommunicaEted  to  the  Board  of 
Wat. 

Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  tho  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Rksolutions  of  Cojtqrbss,  17T9* 

In  Congress,  March  2, 1779. 

The  Board  of  War  haying  repmsontadi  thai  AppUoation  has  beea 
made  to  tbe  board  for  Arrearages  of  Glothiog  due  to  twoRegimenta 
for  the  Year  1777»  and  that  other  Regiments  in  the  Service  hava 
similar  demands,  which  oii^i  to  be  adjusted  and  paid  with  all  the 
Dispatch  oompatible  with  the  Prevention  of  Fnrada  to  the  United 
States: 

Resolved, 

That  a  proper  Person  be  forthwith  appointed  and  comroisffloned, 
to  settle  and  pay  all  Aceounts  of  Arrearages  of  Cloathing  due  to  the 
Troops  of  these  States  for  the  Year  1777 : 

That  this  Commissioner  be  authorised  to  call  on  the  Gloathie^> 
General  and  his  Deputies,  for  immediate  and  exact  Returns  of  all 
CioaibiDg  by  them  issiMd  for  the  Year  1777,  shewing  at  what  Times, 
to  whom,  and  for  whose  Use,  the  same  was  issued;  which  Retoms 
the  Cloatbier-General  and  hia  Deputies  are  direofted  to  make  accord- 
ingly.   The  Cloathiers  in  the  aeveral  States  axe  abo  desired  to  aake 
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to  the  said  Commissioner  nmtlar  Beturns  of  all  the  CloatbiDg  by 
them  issued  for  that  Year,  on  Account  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  Governments  of  the  States  respectively  are  requested  to  give  the 
Orders  and  Assistance  necessary  for  this  End.  And  all  Officers  of  the 
Armv  who  have  received  Cloathing  for  the  Troops,  either  of  any 
Continental  or  State  Cloathier,  or  by  Purchase  or  Impressment,  aro 
directed  to  render  to  the  commissioner  aforesaid  a  lleturn  of  the 
same,  and  account  with  him  for  their  due  Application : 

That  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  Officers  commanding  at  any 
separate  Posts,  do  forthwith  cause  the  Captains  and  Officers  oom«> 
manding  Companies  in  the  Troops  under  their  immediate  Command 
to  make  out  the  Accounts  of  their  respective  Companies,  specifying 
the  Names  of  the  Claimants  still  in^he  Service,  where  they  are, 
what  they  have  received,  and  what  is  still  due ;  these  points,  in  Cases 
of  Doabt,  to  be  ascertained  by  a  particular  Enquiry  of  the  Officers, 
non-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates  of  each  Company.  The 
Adoounts,  thus  formed  and  ascertained)  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
Reffimental  Pay-Masters,  who  shall  draw  them  into  a  seneral  One, 
and  settle  the  same  with  the  CommisaioDer  aforesaid ;  and  the 
Commissioner  shall  certify  the  Sums  due  on  such  Accounts,  and 
to  whom;  whereupon  Warrants  shall  be  issued  for  Payment|  in 
like   Manner  as  for  the  monthly  Pay  of  the  Troops: 

That  the  said  Regimental  Pay-Masters  pay  the  Arrearages  afore- 
said to  the  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  themselves,  or 
their  Representatives,  to  whom  they  are  due ;  and  account  with  the 
Commissioner  aforesaid  for  the  Monies  they  received  for  that  Use, 
producing  the  Receipts  of  the  non-commissioned  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  or  their  Representatives,  as  Vouchers,  And  if,  upon  such 
Accounting,  there  shall  appear  to  be  Monies  in  any  Pay-Master's 
Hands,  received  for  non-oommissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  who 
afterwards  died  or  deserted,  the  said  Commissioner  shall  certify  the 
same  to  the  Pay-Master  Qeneral,  or  his  Deputy  at  the  Post  where 
the  Regiment  of  such  Pay-master  is  stationed,  to  whom  he  shall 
pay  over  all  such  Monies  remaining  in  bis  Hands : 

That  all  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers,  entitled  to  the 
Oontinental  Bounty  of  Cloathing,  who  served  in  the  Year  1777,  but 
are  not  now  in  the  Service,  and  their  Representatives  in  ease  of 
Death,  shall  also  receive  the  Arrearages  due  for  such  Cloathing ; 
provided  they  produce  or  transmit  to  the  commissioner  aforesaid 
Accounts  thereof,  properly  authenticated  by  the  Certificates  of  the 
Officers  under  whom  they  immediately  served,  or  other  sufficient 
Evidence.  And  the  said  Commissioners,  being  satisfied  therewith, 
thall  oertify  the  Sums  due  on  those  Accounts;  whereupon  Warrants 
aball  issue  as  aforesaid  for  Payment. 

That  as  in  the  Course  of  this  Enquiry  it  may  appear  that  the 
Cloathing  issued  to  divers  non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers 
for  the  Year  1777  exceeds  the  Bounty  allowed  by  Congress,  the 
Reginiental  Pay^^Masters  shall  enter  ike  Names  of  such  in  two  s^- 
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nte  Rolls,  for  the  Inspeotion  of  the  GommiBsioner  aforesaid,  who 
shall  traosmit  one  of  them  to  the  Pay-Mastp  Oeneral,  or  his  Deputy 
at  the  Post  where  the  Regiments  may  happen  to  be,  and  the  other 
to  the  commanding  Officers  of  the  Regiments  to  which  snoh  non- 
commissioned Officers  and  Soldiers  belong,  who  shall  thereupon  be 
put  under  Stoppages,  bj  Order  of  such  Commanding  Officers,  to  the 
'Amount  of  the  Surplusages  of  the  allowed  Bounty ;  for  which  the 
Regimental  Pay-Masters  shall  account  with  the  Pay-Master  General, 
or  his  Deputy  aforesaid^  upon  every  Application  for  the  Regiment's 
monthly  Pay. 

That  the  said  Commissioner  be  permitted  to  employ  one  or  moxfi 
Clerk  or  Clerks,  to  assist  him  in  ezeoating  the  Commission  aforesaid, 
as  the  Business  shall  require. 

That  the  said  Commissioner  be  allowed,  while  in  actual  Serviee,  the 
same  Pay  and  Subsistance  as  an  Auditor  in  the  Army ;  and  that  he 
be  appointed  by  and  accountable  to  the  Board  of  War,  and  continue 
in  Office  so  long  only  as  they  shall  think  proper;  and  that  his 
Clerk,  if  the  Board  of  War  shall  deem  it  to  be  necessary  he  should 
be  allowed  one,  have  the  same  Pay  and  Subsistance  as  is  granted  to 
a  Clerk  of  an  Auditor  of  Accounts  in  the  Army. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSONi  Secretary  * 


Sso.  T.  Matlace  to  Maj.  Oek.  Arnold,  1779.   . 

Philadelphia,  March  4, 1779. 
Sir, 

In  the  publication  ordered  by  the  Council,  ^r.  Templeton,  of 
New  York  is  named  as  a  person  to  whom  Miss  Levjf  was  to  apply 
by  your  direction.  I  give  you  this  notice,  to  afford  you  an  opportunity 
of  showing  any  reasons  jou  may  be  poRsesed  of  why  his  name  ought 
to  be  concealed,  conceiving  it  possible  that  you  may  have  such 
reasons. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant 

T.  M.  Seor. 
Direeted, 

To  Major  Qen*  Arnold. 

*  From  a  handbill. 

•J  See  Col,  Rcc,  VoL  XL,  p.  C76. 
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Pbbb,  of  Cokgbss  to  Pees.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Philadelphia^  5th  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

Incloaed  in  a  Letter  of  the  4th  Inst,  from  the  Hon'hie  George 
Bryan  £fiq%  Yice  President  of  the  Executive  Council  of  this  State, 
I  reoeiyed  Six  Bonds  taken  on  the  issuing  of  Six  Commissions  for 
private  Ships  of  War.* 

He  informs  me  that  ^*  there  were  several  applications  for  lik^ 
''Commissions  then  made,  &  if  I  should  think  proper  to  put  a 
<'  farther  number  in  their  Hands  they  should  be  accounted  tor,'* 

Your  Bzceilenoy  trill  receive  herewith  enclosed  Six  Blank  Con- 
missions  for  private  Ships  of  War,  and  a  like  number  of  Bonds  ft 
InBtmotiolM. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

With  great  Respect 

Your  ExcelleDoy's 

Most  Obd*  Servant 
"  JOHN  JAY,  Pmident 

To  His  Exoellenoy  Breeident  Beed. 


Major  Gen.  Arnold  to  Sbc*t  Matlack,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  Philada.,  5th  March,  1779. 
Sir. 

My  Bequest  to  Miss  Levy  to  apply  to  Mr.  Templeton  was  for 
Purposes  of  Importance  to  the  United  States,  I  therefore,  for  his 
sake,  wish  his  name  may  not  be  mentioned  publicly,  as  it  will  doobt^ 
less  operate  to  his  prejudice  and  personal  safety  in  New  York. 

If  Council  think  proper  to  publish  the  Circumstance  of  Miss 
liCv/s  being  directed  to  call  on  a  Gentleman  in  New  York,  at  my 
Request,  I  hope  they  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  observe  it  was  on 
Business  of  a  public  nature,  and  designed  to  promote  the  Interest  o^ 
the  United  States. 

I  am,  Sir,  your 

hble  Servant, 

B.  ABNOLD. 

Direeiedy 

Mr.  Timothy  Matlaok,  Secretary  to  the  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

(Beoeived  March  5,  1779. 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 

•  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  714. 


PENMSTLYAMIA  ABGHIYE8  1779.  S» 

Council  to  Thomas  McEsan,  1779. 

In  Oovneil, 

PybdelphiB,  5th  Mtfcfa,  1779. 

Sir, 

Inolosed  I  traQsmit  to  yon  a  Letter  lately  written  by  Samnel  B. 
Fisher,  of  this  City,  to  hU  Brother  Jabes  Mand  Fisher,  now  or  lately 
a  Trader  under  the  protection  of  the  King  of  Great  Britainj  in  the 
City  of  New  York.  The  inimical  principles  of  the  author  are  suffi- 
ciently discovered  throughout,  but  there  are  some  informations 
conveyed  in  it  that  appear  to  this  board  to  call  for  legal  reprehension 
it,  punishment  With  y*  design  of  taking  your  sense  of  the  suilt  of 
Mr.  Fisher,  it  is  put  into  your  hands,  with  this  farther  remad:  only, 
that  Qen.  Maxwell  has  sent  it,  as  an  intercepted  Letter|*  found  on 
a  person  going  into  New  York. 

I  am.  Sir, 

your  very 

obed.  Serv* 

G.  B.,  V.  Pread*. 

To  the  Hon.  Thos.  MoEean,  Esq. 


V.  P.   ffEORQB  BrTAN  to    GbN.  WASHINGTON,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  5th  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  acquaint  v'  Excellency  that  Council  have 
declined  recommending  persons  desirous  of  passing  into  the  Enemies 
Lines  from  this  State,  &  have  referred  back  to  Uongress  a  business 
wherein  they  found  others  in  public  stations  interfering  without 
any  reprehension  from  that  honourable  Body,  altho'  the  irregularity 
has  belen  laid  before  them  several  months  since. 

At  the  same  time,  this  board  ever  watchful  of  the  public  safety  & 
happiness,  think  it  behooves  them  to  communicate  to  you,  their 
suspicions,  that  Mr.  Paul  Zanzinger  of  the  Burrough  of  Lancaster, 
in  this  State,  merchant,  who  is  lately  gone  hence  for  Camp,  has  a 
design  of  getting  liberty  to  pass  into  New  York.  For  this  purpose 
He  will  probably  set  forth  his  desire  to  visit  his  father-in-law  the 
Bev'  Mr.  Thomas  Barton,  now  in  that  City.    When  yon  know  the 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  729 
10* 
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Oharaoier  ft  Gonduot  of  this  Divine,  Yoar  Ezoellenoy  will  jadge 
better  of  each  a  request.  Mr.  Barton  has  long  been  a  missionarji 
stationed  at  Lancaster,  by  the  Society  in  England  for  propagating 
the  G-ospel.  It  is  believed,  that  he  has  been  very  instrumental  in 
poisoiuDg  the  minds  of  his  parishioners,  who  are  generally  of  very 
disaffected  principles,  as  to  the  present  contest  with  Great  Britain. 
His  late  conduct  in  refusing  to  give  the  common  proofs  of  allegiance 
to  this  Slate,  ft  abjure  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  ft  in  taking  the 
benefit  of  the  indulgence  of  our  Legislature,  which  allowed  him  to 
sell  his  lands,  &  retire  as  he  said  to  Europe,  but  above  all  his  accept- 
ance of  a  chaplaincy  in  a  British  Regiment  at  New  York,  (as  is 
credibly  reported  here)  ft  thus  actively  joining  the  Enemy,  confirm 
the  worst  Ideas  that  have  been  entertained  of  this  Gentleman.  I 
would  suggest  that  Mr.  Zanzinger  is  a  Trader,  who  has  never  mani- 
fested much  attention  to  the  present  contest,  ft  very  likely  td  be 
drawn  by  interested  views  to  a  mart  where  European  merohandiies 
are  sold  at  prices  inviting  to  men  who  seek  profit  merely. 

Mr.  Z.,  is  probably  accompanied  by  a  son  of  Mr.  B*,  a  young 
gentleman,  lately  returned  from  England,  where  he  has  been  weaned 
of  all  fond  attachment  to  that  corrupted  Country,  ft  brought  to  see 
the. happiness  ft  independence  of  North  America  in  their  proper  light 
ft  Connection.  Young  Mr.  Barton  is  a  much  clearer  character  with 
nsy  than  his  Brother-in-law^  ft  as  such  I  venture  to  mention  him,  ft 
I  am. 

May  it  please  y  Ex' 

y  most  obed^  and 

very  hum.  Serv't| 

G.  B.,  V.  P.* 

Directed, 
To  His  Excellency  (General  Washington,  at  Gamp. 


John  Brown  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Pittsfield,  7tb  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  I  send  you  a  Copy  of  an  impeachment  ag*  Gen^  Arnold, 
wbo  found  Means  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  and  by  the  help  of 
some  extraordinary  minds,  to  evade  a  trial.  I  wish  I  could  say  that 
Congress  had  been  less  concerned  in  this  Matter ;  perhaps  at  this 
Day  they  may  be  of  my  opinion,  altho'  they,  contrary  and  in  direct 
violations  of  the  Laws  Military,  and  antecedently  by  them  established 

♦  See  answer,  March  10,  p.  286. 


PBNNSTLYANIA  ABOHIVSS  1779-  227 

for  the  Begnlation  of  the  Army,  gav«  Oen^  Arnold  a  Shtni  trial 
in  GoDgresB  without  giving  me  the  least  Notioe.  But  as  I  ha^ 
stated  this  matter  anew  to  Congress^  shall  give  your  hon*  no  further 
elaim  than  to  suggest  that  the  last  Charge  in  the  impeachment  oan  now 
belaily  supportedy  which,  tho'  trifling  connected  widi  6en^  Arnold's 
Character,  yet  might  affiBot  that  of  a  better  man.  The  other  Charges 
might  be  chiefly  supported,  tho'  the  Evidence  is  now  much 
disapated. 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  use  this  Freedom  on  the  presumption  of  a 
probabiKty  of  these  charges  having  been  suppressed  in  your  state ; 
Gtea^  Amoldy  I  am  told,  was  in  high  fiepute  at  that  time  in  y* 
Middle  and  Southern  States. 

I  am,  Sir, 

most  Respectfully, 

your  hon*  most  Obedient 

humble  Servt. 

JN*  BROWN. 

N.  B.  Since  the  writinfl;  this  Letter,  have  been  hon'  with  a 
Letter  from  the  hon**  T.  Matkck,  Esq.,  with  pamphlets  and  Charges 
ag^  6.  Arnold,  inclosed,  for  which  I  take  this  opportunity  to  return 
that  Oentleman  my  most  hearty  and  sincere  thanks.  Can  assure 
your  hon'  that  I  am  extremely  happy  to  hear  that  so  great  a  Villian 
is  at  last  detected,  or  the  old  proverb  verefy'd, ''  give  a  Thief  length 
of  Rope  and  he  will  hang  himself."  Shall  accept  it  as  a  peculiar 
fav  that  the  hon^'  M'  Matlack  transmit  me  the  Remainder  of  the 
trial  and  issue  of  the  Impeachments  exhibited  by  the  hon""  Council. 
Expect  to  be  in  Philadelphia  soon,  at  which  time  shall  do  myself 
the  hon'  of  making  some  acquaintance  with  your  hon',  particularly 
on  the  subject  of  Gen'' Arnold,  of  which  your  Seo'y  has  been  pleased 
to  fav  me  with  a  Copy. 

Am,  &c., 

B. 

Hon>*  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 


Board  op  War  to  Prbs.  Rked,  1779. 

War  Office,  March  8, 1779. 
Sir, 

Since  we  last  had  the  Honour  of  speaking  with  your  Excellency  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Sounding  the  Deleware,  we  have  conversed  with 
Oeneral  Du  Portail  and  Col.  La  Radiere  on  the  Matter.  This  we  did 
with  as  much  Delicacy  as  possible  to  the  keeping  the  Soundings 
secret.    The  result  was,  that  General  Du  Portail  vtill  not  make  a  Plan 
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unless  he  Iia»  bfmself  made  the  Survey  &  SotradiBgs  of  the  Biver.  He 
•sja  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  the  Buaiiiess  properly,  tmless  the  Per* 
sons  direeting  it  are  well  aoqaaiated  as  well  with  the  Depths  as  tlw 

fmeral  Views  of  the  Engineer  who  is  to  plan  the  Fortificattcms. 
hat  he  can  oomplete  the  Business  in  a  few  Days^  whereas  PersoBS 
not  aoqnainted  with  £ngiaeering  will  take  up  several  Weeks  to  make 
what  will  be  but  an  imperfect  Report  of  the  Situation  of  the  River* 
He  must  have  four  Persons  ('Engineers)  to  assist;  but  none  are  to 
be  aoqnainted  with  the  Deptns  except  hiaself  k  Col.  La  Radiere, 
who  will  be  in  a  Boat,  &  the  others  on  Uie  shores  of  the  River  withr 
Instruments  to  take  the  exact  Bearing  ft  situation  of  the  Boat  at  the 
End  of  every  Time  agreed  on,  as  they  will  all  -have  Watches  or  Time 
Pieces  sett  exactly  alike.  On  the  whole,  he  thinks  it  a  very  scien- 
tific Operation,  and  is  satisfied  that  it  will  be  best  &  most  secretly 
done  by  himself  than  in  any  other  Way.  He  is  anxious  to  proceed 
to  Gamp,  first  having  fulfilled  General  Washington's  orders  as  to  | 

making  a  Plan  of  the  River.  We  have  thought  it  best  to  state  what 
he  says  to  your  Excellency,  that  if  you  had  not  substantial  objections 
you  may  be  pleased  to  expedite  the  proper  orders  for  the  Business 

foing  on,  as  it  only  now  waits  for  yours  and  the  Counoirs  Consent 
;  A^istance. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  very  obed.  Servants, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
By  order  of  y«  Board. 
Directed. — On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Edq%  President  &o.,  State  ol 
Pennsylvania. 
(War  Office.) 


Pbes.  Bbbd  to  J.  M.  Nesbitt  &c.,  1779. 

Sir, 

Our  Anxiety  to  comply  with  the  Wishes  of  the  Trading  Interests 
to  do  something  for  their  Protection,  induce  us  to  remind  you  that 
it  is  now  a  weekliinoe  we  reauested  to  know  whether  Capt.  Gonyng- 
ham's  Vessel  could  be  had  for  the  above  purpose.  We  have  men- 
tioned her  te  the  House  of  Assembly  as  one  we  have  in  View,  & 
therefore  should  be  glad  to  be  able  to  satisfy  them  whether  she  is 
attainable  &  on  what  Terms. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hble.  Sett. 

J.  R.  Pr. 
DirMedf 

To  M'  John  Maxwell  Nesbitt,  ft  others,  uerehants. 
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Pajee.  Rsxd  to  Boaed  ov  Wab,  ]779« 

In  Council, 

Philad%  March  8, 1779. 

Gkntlemeni 

I  received  yonr  Favour  of  this  Day  respecting  the  scandling  the 
River,  and  have  laid  it  before  the  Council.  We  are  aenaible  of  the 
Delieaej  of  the  BttsineaSy  &  if  there  was  nothing  but  Panctille 
should  easily  aaerifice  it  to  the  apparent  advantage  of  Gen.  D'PortaiFs 
Advice  ^  Assistance.  Had  he  communicated  the  Principles  upon 
which  he  began  &  prooeeded,  very  probably  no  Siffiouhies  would 
have  occurred.  We  would  be  far  from  assuming  upon  this  or  any 
other  ocoaaion  more  than  was  justly  our  due,  but  we  think,  intrusted 
as  we  are,  that  no  Fortifications  should  be  erected  or  the  Depth*  of 
onr  River  aonnded  &  known  but  by  enr  dtreotion  or  at  leaat  with 
onr  Knowledge.  Oen.  Washington,  During  his  Stay  in  Towni 
never  mentioned  anything  upon  thesubjeot,  &Gen.  Portail  haa 
evidently  pass'dns  by,  even  seeming  to  dislike  our  making  ai^ 
Inquiries  for  onnelves,  &  tho'  net  refusing  yet  omitting  to  give  ns 
his  Company  on  the  occasion.  Oiir  Apprehensions  may  perhaps  be 
unnecessary,  but  we  assure  you  they  did  not  rise  with  ounelves,  but 
ent  of  Doors  many  respectable  Citisens  having  testified  their  dislike 
of  opening  the  most  important  Secrets  of  our  Defence  to  Penons 
who  have  no  natural  Interest  in,  or  attachment  to  the  Country.  We 
cannot  help  also  recollecting  that  a  Map,  made  by  the  Direction  ft 
at  the  Expense  of  the  State  ft  very  complete  in  its  Kind,  having  been 
lent  to  your  Board  on  a  former  Occasion,  cannot  now  be  found,  ft 
we  have  some  reason  to  fear  it  has  been  sent  abroad.  As  Maj' 
DTortail  haa  made  a  Map  of  the  Country  on  both  sides  adjacent 
to  the  River,  we  donbt  not  you  will  from  that  direot  the  one  mislaid 
to  be  replaced  for  our  particular  use. 

We  are  very  sensible  of  the  Danger  of  losing  Oen.  D'PortaiVs 
Assistance,  as  we  well  know  the  Tenderness  of  these  Gkntlemen,  ft 
will  therefore  consider  farther  should  any  Expedient  occur  we  wiH 
readily  adopt  it ;  but  Gkn.  DTortail  or  any  other  mnat  make  his 
Views  more  known  to  us  in  future,  if  he  expects  our  Permission 
much  more  our  Assistance  in  matters  of  this  nature  within  the  States 

I  am  Gent.,  • 

Your  most  obd.  hum.  Ser., 

JOS.  REED,  Pros'. 

Directed, 
To  Honorable  Board  of  War,  Present. 
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Pbes.  Bebd  to  Boabd  qv  Wab,  1779. 

In  Connoil, 

PhiladelpHia,  March  S^,  1779. 

Gentlemen^ 

Col.  Smith,  a  Member  of  our  Board,  having  retnmed  to  this  City 
thro'  the  Town  of  Lebanon,  informs  na  that  160  Militia,  exolasiye 
of  officers,  are  now  doing  Duty  at  that  plaoe  &  Lancaster,  to  the 
Tory  great  Inconvenience  &  Prejadice  of  the  Conn  try,  from  the  loa 
of  their  Labonr  &  Absence  from  their  Farms.  We  conceive  it  pev- 
ftctly  nnnecessary  for  the  foil*  Reasons : 

1.  That  you  have  a  Reg*  of  Horse  stationed  at  Lanoastor,  not 
doing  any  Military  doty  whatever. 

2.  There  is  no  Necessity  or  Propriety  in  keeping  ammnnition  at 
Lebanon  as  Lancaster  has  more  suitable  Buildings,  &  Lebanon  is  so 
exposed  that  should  a  stroke  be  made  on  the  Frontiers  that  plaoe 
would  be  a  Frontier  in  a  very  short  Time.  It  would  be  best  to 
remove  the  whole  of  these  Stores,  over  which  a  Guard  is  necessary, 
to  Lancaster,  where  your  own  troops  would  have  very  easy  Duty  in 
keeping  up  the  whole  Guard. 

8.  The  Militia  are  consuming  the  Provisions  which  will  be  indith 
pensably  necessary  for  the  Troops  if  any  Expedition  is  to  be  carried 
on  ag*  the  Indians,  &  indeed  are  now  much  wanted. 

4.  There  is  a  Resolve  of  this  Board  ag*  calling  out  any  Militia 
while  Gen.  Arnold  continues  in  Command  in  this  Stato,  upon  which 
we  are  determined  to  act,  &  shall  therefore  decline  calling  out  any 
Belief  of  the  present  Guard ;  but  shall  forbear  any  proMcdings  al 
this  Time,  that  you  may  have  Opp'  to  give  your  own  Orders. 

Col.  Smith  has  also  represented  in  very  strong  Terms  the  Abuse 
&  Distress  of  the  Subjecte  of  this  Steto  by  Gen.  Pulaski's  Corps. 
Is  Pennsylvania  to  be  forever  scoured  by  that  undisciplined  & 
irregular  Corps  without  Redress?  or  must  we  be  drove  to  actual 
YiiMence  ft  resistence.  They  forage  indiscriminately  ft  take  whaW 
ever  they  want  from  the  poor  terrified  Inhabitante,  many  of  whom 
strongly  impressed  by  the  Terrors  of  military  Yiolenoe  in  Europe, 
submit  to  the  spoiling  x)f  their  goods  ft  Insult  to  their  Person  without 
gpmplaining,  while  others  resent  it  in  open  Clamour  ft  Complaint,  ft 
will  soon  probably  redress  themselves. 

We  had  some  Complaints  some  Time  ago  ag<  this  Corps  which  we 
suppressed  upon  assurance  from  Gen.  Green  that  they  should  be 
removed  from  this  Stete,  ft  they  were  actually  on  their  Way,  when 
General  Pulaski  countermanded  them.  We  do  not  know  the  Reasons 
nor  are  they  material,  but  we  are  resolved  to  submit  no  longer  to 
such  insupporteble  grievances. 
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We  expect  year  Board  will  take  effectual  Meaaures  for  otir  Belief 
ft  which  we  do  Dot  apprehend  can  he  done  but  bjr  remoying  them 
out  of  the  StatC;  as  Oen.  Green  promised. 

I  amj  Gent., 

Yonrs^  &c. 

Letters  are  carried  down  to  your  own  Offices  npon  this  subject 
which  we  understand  correspond  with  the  above  Relation. 


Pbbs.  Used  to  PBiSt  of  Council  op  Mass.,  1779. 

In  Council, 

PhUad%  Maroh  8t^  1779. 

Sir, 

Your  &70ur  of  the  14*^  January,  would  not  have  remained  so  long 
unanswered,  but-  that  I  expected  to  have  been  able  to  make  one 
more  satisfactory  &  agreeable.  In  our  proclamation  for  laying  the 
Embargo,  we  foUowea  the  Resolve  of  Congress,  which  only  made 
mn  Exception  ia  favour  of  Flour  going  to  the  supply  of  the  Fleets  or 
Armies  of  France.  A  partial  Relaxation  of  it  by  our  own  authority 
night  therefore  give  Umbrage  to  the  neighbouring  States  who  would 
suppose  we  were  pursuing  a  gainful  Traffic  while  their  Trade  was 
in  this  Article  restraint.  We  therefore  waited  some  Time, 
expecting  some  Proceedings  in  Congress,  as  it  was  intimated  that 
your  Delates  had  some  Advice  upon  the  Subject.  We  have  heard 
nothing  from  them  as  yet  However,  that  nothing  might  remain 
unessayed  by  us  towards  a  Compliance  with  the  Request  of  your 
Hon.  Board  we  transmitted  ypur  letter  to  the  Hon.  House  of 
Assembly  of  this  State,  in  whose  hands  the  Constitution  has  lodged 
the  Power  of  laying  or  removing  Embargoes  during  their  session. 
And  as  we  would  on  all  occasions  wish  to  demonstrate  our  very  sin- 
oere  Reg^  &  Affection  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  we  shall 
most  cheerfully  concur  on  our  part  &  carry  into  Execution  any 
Measure  framed  to  promote  its  Comfort  &  Happiness. 

I  am  with  due  Regard, 

Hon'bl  Sir,  Tour  Most  obed 
&  very  Hu'ble  Serv. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Hon'ble  Jeremiah  Powell,  Esqr.,  Presd'  of  the  Council  of 
Massachusetts  Bay. 
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Board  of  War  to  Prbs't  Rjbrd,  1779. 

War  Office.  Maroh  9th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  board  have  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and 
in  answer  to  that  part  relative  to  the  Militia  ft  the  Stores  at  Lebanon 
we  beg  leave  to  inform  yon,  That  the  board  desirons  of  pkciog  tho86 
stores  in  a  situation  more  secure,  to  ease  the  militia,  as  much  as 
possible,  from  the  burthen  of  military  service,  and  save  expense  to 
the  States,  loog  since  ordered  enf]uiry  to  be  made  of  the  practica- 
bility of  removing  them  to  Lancaster.  But  at  that  time  the  quan- 
tity was  so  great  as  to  render  their  removal  exceedingly  diffionll  and 
expensive.  Besides  the  magazine  at  Lancaster  was  not  sufficient  for 
their  reception,  and  another  building  suitable  for  them  was  occupied 
by  the  Clothier  general,  siuco  then  the  supplies  have  been  drawn 
from  thence  rather  than  from  other  magazines,  with  a  view  to  render 
their  removal  more  easy,  and  on  the  2Gth  ulto,  the  board  directed 
Col.  Flower  to  prepare  them  for  removal  as  soon  as  the  roads  would 
admit,  having  Lancaster  in  view  as  the  place  of  deposit,  orders  for 
their  actual  removal  will  be  given  accordingly.  Until  then  we  re- 
quest the  gnard  of  militia  may  be  continued. 

Enquiry  will  bo  made  immediately  of  the  eondition  of  the  light 
dragoons  at  Lancaster;  and  if  they  are  adequate  to  the  daties  of  the 
post,  the  militia  may  soon  be  relieved.  But  we  are  apprehensiTe  of 
some  difficulty  on  this  head.  The  board  were  not  inattentive  to  the 
publie  interest  in  this  regard,  having  long  ago  endeavoured  to  get 
the  dutv  of  guards  at  Lancaster  performed  by  the  horse.  But  Lien^ 
Col.  White  who  then  commanded  them,  gave  such  reasons  againtrt 
the  measure  as  induced  the  suspension  of  orders  for  that  purpose. 
Perhaps  most  of  the  objections  are  by  this  time  removed. 

Of  that  part  of  your  Excellency's  letter  relative  to  (General  Pu- 
laski's corps,  a  copy  has  been  taken  ft  inclosed  to  him  this  day  in  a 
letter  from  the  board  on  the  subject,  a  copy  whereof  we  have  the 
honour  to  send  you  herewith. — The  Count  some  time  sinoe  received 
orders  to  maroh  to  South  Carolina,  in  consequence  of  which  he  has 
collected  his  corps  at  York  Town  from  whence  he  will  in  a  few  days 
proceed  on  that  route.  The  board  have  an  equal  abhorrenee  with 
your  Excellency  ft  the  hon^''  Coanoil  of  the  abuse  of  military  power 
complained  of  as  exeroised  by  that  oorps,  and  will  on  all  occasions, 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  discourage  and  prevent  such  irregular 
ft  oppressive  practices. 

Your  Excellency's  other  letter*  respecting  the  sounding  the  river 
has  also  been  reo'.*— You  and  the  hon***  Council  will  permit  us  to 
express  our  regret  at  the  intervention  of  any  obstacles  in  the  execution 
of  a  business  so  highly  interesting  to  the  United  States  in  general^ 

•  Seo  pago  229. 
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tnd  to  Mb  State  in  pardcalsr.  But  yon  sty  yon  wfXl  dM«d«r 
Ikrther — ^we  inpatientlj  wait  the  t«8«1%  of  your  deiitieveitieiity  «§ 
GeD.  du  PoTtail  will  soon  retura  to  camp. 

At  to  the  nap  lent  to  this  hoard,  we  perfeetly  reneMher  ite  heiag 
aooD  retained  to  va  hy  Ool.  Laaaioy,  the  eBgiaeer  who  uaed  k,  aa  not 
answeriBg  (or  hut  in  a  small  degree)  the  purpose  for  whieh  k  was 
borrowed ;  and  we  are  aleo  well  satisfied  fitmi  oar  reeolleotioai  tbat 
it  was  sent  back  to  the  Couaeil,  or  their  secretary.  Ne^rtheless,  we 
ahall  Tery  readily  eommaiiioate  to  your  honoarahle  board  Oeaeral  da 
Pertatl's  aiap  as  soon  as  we  are  fimisbed  with  it,  as  we  will  with 
'Overy  other  natter  in  oar  power  which  we  think  will  be  nseful  to  the 
Slaitei  or  which  yon  may  request. 

We  haye  the  honour 

to  be^  with  great  respect 

your  Exoelleocy's 

most  obed.  Ser?aDi8| 

Idj  order  ^f  the  boi^rd, 

TIM.  PICKERINa. 

< 

JVom  Ookiiel  Tioaothy  Pickering  by  order  of  the  Board  of  War 
with  a  oopy  of  a  letter  to  Qen.  PnlMki. 

Direded^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Sapreme 
Executive  CouncU  of  Pensylvania. 

War  Office. 


BoABD  07  War  ro  Brio.  Gek.  OomrT  PuLASKiy  1779. 

War  Office,  March  9,  1779. 
8ir, 

We  have  the  honour  to  inclose  yon  a  oopy  of  our  letter,  &  aa 
extract  of  anotberi  relative  to  the  conduct  of  your  corps  in  your 
abaenoe.  We  hoped  that  all  such  pounds  of  complaint^  had  long 
aince  ceased.  But  as  those  mentioned  eorespond  with  former  reports 
we  oannot  avoid  giving  some  credit  to  them.  The  complaints  are  of 
aueh  a  nature  as  to  demand  a  strict  enquiry,  at  the  same  lime  they 
ahould  lead  you  and  your  officers  to  maintain  a  stricter  discipline  in  the 
Corps.  This  the  peace  &  quiet  of  the  Citixens  of  these  States  as 
well  as  the  honour  of  the  Corps  indispensibly  demand.  Tou  will 
suffer  ns  Sir,  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  Buropean  officers  divesting 
themselves  of  European  Ideas,  while  they  serve  in  America.  The 
Inhabitants  Of  these  States  are  unused  to  the  severe  exertions  of 
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MiUtefy  pometf  (hey  ozpeefc  pMtectioti,  knd  oot  violeiioe  and  opjnret* 
•ion  from  troops  raised  and  supported  at  their  own  expense.  It 
must  give  yon  pain,  as  it  does  us,  to  find  the  Legion  followed  with 
(he  exeeratioBs  of  the  People  among  whom  they  have  been  stationed. 

We  are  sensible  that  some  irregularities  happen  among  all  troop^i 
but  no  charges  are  so  pointed  as  those  against  the  Legion,  from 
whence  we  cannot  bat  conclude  their  conduct  to  be  more  reprehen- 
sible. We  regret  Sir,  that  there  should  be  occasion  of  mentioning 
matters  that  must  unavoidably  give  you  uneasiness,  but  the  duty  wo 
owe  the  People,  and  the  respect  we  bear  to  you.  Oblige  as  to  do  id 

We  do  not  moan  however  to  delay  the  Legion  on  these  accounts^ 
Its  services  are  wanted  at  the  Southward,  whither  we  desire  it  may 
be  marched  with  all  possible  dispatch.  But  we  wbh  past  complaints 
may  engage  the  Corps  to  more  cautious  and  regular  behaviour  in 
future,  this  we  conceive  necessary  if  the  Legion  would  recover  & 
preserve  its  honour,  or  even  wish  to  remain  in  existence. 

We  have  the  honor 

to  be  very  respeotfiilly 

your  most  Obe'  Servants, 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
(Copy). 

Directedf 

Brig.  Qen.  Count  Puladii. 


J.  M.  Nbsbitt  to  Prbsibbnt  Reed,  1779. 

Sir, 

Ton  will  please  to  inform  the  Council  that  I  did  not  receive  their 
letter  untill  it  was  too  late  to  answer  it  last  night,  &  am  sorry  to 
find  they  shonld  think  I  neglected  giving  a  reply  to  a  former  letter 
from  them.  The  situation  of  the  vessel  they  enquired  about  I 
thought  I  could  better  explain  in  person  than  by  letter,  &  went  up 
to  the  State  House  for  this  purpose,  but  found  the  Council  too 
ranch  engaged  to  be  admitted,  but  the  Vice  President  being  out  of 
(he  room,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  informing  him  that  the  Marine 
Committee  of  Congress  had  taken  upon  them  the  direction  of  the 
Cutter  Revenge,  &  I  believe  meant  to  let  her  out  for  account  of  the 
Continent;  &  this  I  requested  he  would  inform  Council  of.  The 
Cutter  still  lyes  by,  &  nothing  doing  with  her  or  to  her — one  half 
of  her  is  Public,  the  other  Private  Property  ;  neither  party  wish 
her  again  to  go  to  sea.  I  have  been  pressing  for  some  determina- 
tion in  respect  to  her,  but  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  onci 
but  I  believe  the  issue  will  be  a  public  sale  &  an  early  one  I  hope; 
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If  boQglii  for  the  Gontineiit,  I  haye  nndentood  they  mean  to  fit 
her  oat  to  cruise  aloBg  the  Coast. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir, 

y  most  obed^  serv% 

J.  M.  NESBITT. 
Philadelphia,  Manh  9th,  1779. 
JHrectedy 
To  his  ExcelleDcj  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr. 


Prss.  Bxbd  to  Marine  Gohmittbb  of  Oonqbess,  1779. 

OoQDoil  Chamber,  March  9, 1779. 

Gentlemen, 

The  severe  depredations  made  by  the  enemy  npon  onr  Trade,  have 
determined  the  Board  to  make  a  vigoroos  exertion  for  our  Relief. 
With  these  views  we  have  been  some  time  looking  out  for  a  saitable 
Vessel  to  fit  ont  as  a  Ooarda  Costa,  when  Captain  Conyngham 
arrived.  The  value  &  fitness  of  his  Vessel  was  at  onoe  aoknow* 
lodged,  &  as  we  nnderstood  she  belonged  to  Messrs.  Nesbitt  ft  Co., 
anbjeots  of  the  State,  we  immediately  applied  to  them  for  her,  &  to 
iuiow  the  Terms. 

We  did  not  till  this  Day  receive  any  ezplieit  answer,  ft  now  we 
Bre  informed  that  one  half  of  her  belongs  to  the  Continent;  of 
eonrse  your  Consent  will  now  be  necessary.  We  have  therefore  to 
request  of  your  Honourable  Board  to  acquaint  us  as  soon  as  convex 
nient,  whether  it  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to  aocommodate  the  State 
with  her  so  far  aa  the  United  States  are  interested.  We  woold,  in 
this  Case,  propose  an  Estimation  of  Value  to  be  made,  &  then  we 
will  take  her  at  the  Appraisment^or  if  more  agreeable  to  you,  charter 
her  for  a  Cruise  on  suoh  Terms  as  we  can  agree. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  Inactivity  of  this  Vessel,  at  a  time  of  ' 
such  Distress  to  onr  Trade,  we  persuade  ourselves  your  Feelings ' 
muat  be  similar  to  ours,  ft  that  you  will  readilv  concur  in  any. 
Measure  which  may  tend  to  revenge  the  loss  we  have  sustained,  ft 
remove  as  much  as  possible  all  further  apprehensions. 

I  am,  with  due  respect  ft  regard  Oen'l, 

your  most  obed^         "" 

Directed^  y 

1779,  March  9th,  To  the  Hon'ble  Marine  Committee  of  Congress. 
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Qbkkbal  Robebdeait  to  Sxcbbtary  Matlacs,  1779. 

March  10th,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  know  your  many  avocations,  and  yon  need  no  apology  for  for- 
getiDg  a  trifle.  You'll  be  pleased  to  send  me,  ^  Bearer,  two  Mag- 
axines  and  the  rough  Draft  of  Bvidence  against  John  Waltera^  & 
oblige,  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obed*  hum"  serv^ 

DAN'L  ROBERDEAU. 

Directed^ 

'    To  Timothy  Mailacft:,  Esqnire,  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
aylvania. 


Head  Quarters^  Middlebrook,  10  Macch^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  faonaf  of  your  farer  of  the  5th  instant. 

I  am  miioh  obliged  to  yon  fer  (hat  aitentioo  yon  diecorer  to  pre* 
vent  any  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  which  might  be  attended  wkk 
donbtfol  eir^mmstanoea.  I  had  taken  my  measnres  with  the  gentle- 
men, whieh  are  the  objects  of  your  information,  before  I  received 
your  letter,  and  restricted  them  to  our  own  linen  at  Elissbetfa  Town 
point,  where  they  had  liberty  to  see  t^eir  friends  if  they  oonld 
obtain  leave  to  oome  over.  This  I  imagined  a  suflioient  eecurity 
against  a^y  consequenoes,  which  might  be  apprehended  from  a  more 
liberal  indulgence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respecty 

yonr  moat  hum*  serv*, 

Ch  WASHINGTON. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esqr. 

*  See  page  226. 


PSNNSTLYANIA  ARCHIVES  1779.  287 

GsN.  St.  Claib  to  Prbs«  Bbbd,  1779. 

Camp  at  Millstone^  Maroh  llth^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  find  there  is  a  great  deal  of  Money  due  to  the  Soldiers  of  the 
different  Regiments  from  the  Recruiting  Officers  on  account  of  their 
Boantys  which  the  Officers  say  they  could  not  reoeive  in  Philadelphia 
there  being  then  no  money  in  the  Treasury.  The  State  Bountys 
cannot  be  paid  here  at  any  Rate,  and  the  Auditors  will  pass  no  accounts 
for  the  Continental  Bountys  became  the  officers  have  not  settled 
their  aoeoiinits  with  the  State,  and  the  Men  are  clamorous  about  it 
Their  Bountys  should  certainly  be  paid  and  it  would  perhaps  be  well 
enough  to  send  here  the  aeeouAts  of  At  Recfuitiig  OCeers  for  set- 
ile»ent|  as  it  will  be  iaeonTenienli,  tiieir  feing  to  Philadel^ia,  at 
well  as  yery  eaqiMoeif  e.  1  knew  not  whether  Uiis  will  aoswer^  tkui 
e&ly  throw  it  oat  as  a  hint,  that  the  aecoonta  might  be  sent  to  the 
•oamaBding  offioera  of  RiogineiitSy  and  they  be  re(}mred  lo  aettie 
ihem  far  their  reapective  Corpa. 

I  am  sorry  to  trouble  yo«  ga  often  but  if  we  can  onoe  gel  thiign 
rights  we  will  eodeayoor  to  keep  them  so.  Theiv  ia-a  wery  largo 
iiim  due  to  Coloaell  Stewarts  Regiment,  as  he  will  probably  ba  aoeu 
in  Philadelphia  you  will  undoubtedly  see  him. 

I  have  the  honour 

to  be  SiT;  your  most 

obedient  humble  Servant, 

A'.  ST.  CLAIR. 

His  Szoellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Bbsolutioks  of  thb  Gbneral  Assbmbly,  1779. 

In  Oaneral  Aasenbly^ 

Of  Pennsylvania,  March  11th,  1779. 

The  House  entering  upon  the  consideration  of  the  defence  of  this 
State. 

Resolved, 

That  tbe  serenl  papers  upon  that  subject,  now  in  tie  possession 
of  this  House,  be  transmitted  to  Council,  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  them  to  concert  with  Congress,  and  with  Oen.  Washington  the 
necessary  measures  for  that  pnrpoaci  and  this  House  will  provide 
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Funds  to  enable  Conncil  to  carry  such  concerted  naeaBares  into  exe- 
otttion  BO  far  aa  of  right  ought  to  be  defrayed  by  this  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  jr.,* 

Glk  of  Gen.  Ass'y 


Pres.  Reed  to  Gapt.  Siilss,  1779. 

In  Council^ 

Philad*,  March  11th,  1779. 

Sir, 

-  The  Season  of  the  Tear  now  admitting  &  the  pnbliok  Servioe  re^ 
quiring  that  we  should  put  ourselyes  in  the  best  Posture  of  Defence 
we  have  directed  Mr.  Henry  to  deliyer  over  to  you  all  the  small  arms 
Gun  Barrellfli  Ammunition  &  other  Stores  not  merely  Naval.  And 
we  request  you  would  .immediately  employ  suitable  Persons  to  put 
in  complete  Repair,  &  Order  all  the  small  arms  you  have  or  oan  col" 
leot.  The  Gun  Barrells  to  be  atoek'd,  Aoooutrementfl  Ac,  to  be 
provided  so  aa  to  be  in  Readinesa  for  Service  aa  soon  as  may  be. 
X  on  will  also  make  Inquiry  if  there  are  any  arms  of  good  Quality  to 
be  purchased  in  the  GUy  or  elsewhere,  within  our  Reach  &  suggest 
any  other  Measures  which  may  have  occurred  to  you  to  obtain  a  sup- 
ply competent  to  any  reasonable  contingency.  From  your  former 
attention  &  care  we  doubt  not  every  thing  will  be  done  in  your  power 
to  comply  with  our  expectations  &  Desires. 

I  am  Sir,  your 

very  Hble  Serv*, 
J  R. 

Directed^ 
To  Capt.  Joseph  Stiles.        ,         • 


Pres.  Reed  to  Mr.  Holker  Goi!(ST7L  of  Fbavcb,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  11th,  1779.    . 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  9th  Inat  has  been  duly  received  &  attended 
to.  The  only  Measures  in  our  Power  would  be  to  issue  a  Proclama- 
tion for  apprehending  the  Persons  described  in  your  Letter.    But 

♦  See  Col.  Rec  Vol.,  XI.,  p.  718. 
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we  are  fally  of  Opinion  that  an  Advertisement  giving  a  more  par- 
tioolar  Description  of  the  Men  k  offering  a  Reward  would  be  much 
more  effeotnal,  We  do  not  mention  this  as  declining  any  assistance 
which  pablick  Authority  can  ffive,  bat  as  expressive  of  our  Opinion 
of  the  moat  effioaoioua  Bemeay,  because  we  shall  chearfully  exert 
every  legal  Power  to  comply  with  your  Desire  in  the  fullest  BztMil 
if  upon  further  consideration  you  thiuk  our  Aid  is  necessary. 
I  am  with  great 

Respect  t  Regard. 

Sir,  your  obed.  Hble  Sv't 
I)trcct€dy 

To  Mr.  Holker  Consul  of  France. 


Pkbs.  Bbbd  to  Major  Gborgb  Hbnry,  1779. 

In  Council^ 

Philada.,  March  11th,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Season  of  the  Year  admitting,  &  the  publick  Service  requiring 
it,  we  have  directed  Capt.  Boys*  to  get  the  Oallies  ready  with  all 
Expedition,  &  to  call  upon  yon  for  such  articles  of  Repairs  as  are 
absolutely  necessary  reeonmeDding  Boonomj  in  the  strongest  terms. 
You  will  therefore  supply  them  out  of  the  Naval  store  with  what  ia 
wtnted,  or  purchase  it  &  employ  such  Carpenters  &  other  Workmen 
to  make  the  repairs  indispensably  necessary.  We  would  wish  to 
have  the  Store  overhauled  &  a  return  made — ^all  the  small  arms,  Oun 
Barrells,  Ammunition  &o.,  delivered  over  to  Capt.  Stiles  A  the  rest 
put  up  in  such  manner  as  you  think  beet,  It  is  our  Desire  also  that 
the  Guns  &  other  Military  stores  at  Trenton  or  elsewhere  be  brought 
down  with  all  convenient  speed  &  the  whole  of  the  Publick  St^ 
collected  together  at  o<ie  Plac4.  There  is  a  24  or  18  pounder  at 
Bordentown  belonging  to  Mr.  Joseph  Leonard  of  Monmouth  which 
having  been  offered  to  us  we  shall  take  A^  satisfy  Mr.  Leonard  when 
be  calls,  his  Friend  Mr  Searle  made  the  offer  for  him.  In  short  wb 
would  wish  you  to  exert  yourself,  aa  the  Defenoa  of  the  River  is 
Matter  of  common  concern  &  we  shall  all  stand  culpable  before  the 
publick  if  thro'  any  Omission  of  ours  the  Enemy  should  make  a  suc- 
cessful Incursion  upon  us. 

I  am  Sir,  your 

Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv't, 

•  J.^R. 

Directed. 

To  Major  George  Henry. 

*  See  Col  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  717. 
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Pjuis,  Bskd  to  Col.  Bull,  1779. 

In  G<MU<»1, 

PhikMb.,  Mveb  llth,  1779. 

From  the  Expectation  you  gave  me  yesterday.  The  Council  will 
depend  upon  your  procuring  a  Number  of  Hands  under  the  Direction 
of  a  suitable  Person  to  repair  the  Banks  of  Mud  Island.  I  should 
be  glad  you  would  let  me  know  where  I  could  send  to  you  occasion- 
ally,  as  I  fancy  we  shall  have  Occasion  for  your  Services  in  some 
more  extensive  way. 

I  am  Sir,  your 

Obed.  HbbL  Serv't, 

J.  R.* 

Directed^ 
To  Col.  John  BuIL 


Prbsibbkt  Rbbd  to  OAPTAiif  Boys,  1779. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  March  llth,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  season  of  the  year  now  admitting,  &  the  pnblick  Servioa 
vequiriog,  you  will  have  the  Oallies,  under  your  Command,  got 
ready  with  all  expedition*  You  will  apply  to  Major  George  Henry 
for  such  articles  &  Repairs  as  are  absolutely  neoessary,  &,  the  great 
expenoe  attending  all  disbursements,  will  require  the  utmost  Pru- 
denoe  &  Oeoonomy ;  ft  ae  the  Board  have  gieat  Reliance  upon  your 
Oare  &  Attention,  we  doubt  not  your  utmost  oxertiona  to  auswei 
our  expectations. 

I  aftisir, 

your  obed*  hum*  serv*, 

JOS.  REED,  Presid*. 

Captain  Boy8.f 

*See  Col.  Rw.,  Vol.  XT.  p.  717. 

t  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  717.  * 
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Mabins  Committee  ov  Congebss  to  Pees.  Bbed,  1779. 

State  Hoiue,  March  12, 1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  upon  a  full 
consideration  of  the  complicated  afiairs  of  the  Gutter  Revenge,'^  it 
haa  been  thought  proper,  and  so  it  is  determined  by  Congress,  that 
the  Vessel,  with  her  guns,  apparel,  &o.,  shall  be  sold  at  public 
auction.  And  the  Marino  Committee  has  directed  that  the  sale 
ahall  be  made  at  the  Coffee  House;  next  Wednesday  evening. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be; 

with  much  esteem  and  leepect, 

your  Excellencies  mos*  ob*, 

&  very  hum*  serv*, 

EICHARD  HENRY  LEE, 

Chairman  M.  C. 
Directed^  , 

To  his  Exoellenoy  President  Reed. 


Deposition  op  John  Gaedihsr,  1779. 

On  the  Twelfth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1779,  before  me,  Plunket 
Fleeson,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices,  &c.,  came  John  Qardiner,  of 
Westnantmel  township,  in  the  County  of  Chester,  and  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed,  and  said  That  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  January  last, 
ho  entered  into  the  Continental  service  with  five  teams,  at  forty 
shillings  per  diem  for  each  team,  to  be  found  forage  for  the  horsesi 
and  one  ration  per  diem  for  each  driver.  Four  of  the  said  teams 
to  be  continued  in  the  service  two  months,  and  one  of  them  at  his 
own  discretion.  That  he  took  loading  at  Downings  town  on'th0 
same  day,  and  came  to  Philadelphia.  That  he,  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  the  same  month,  was  ordered  by  Major  Lusk  to  get  ready  to 
go  to  Morris  town,  and  went  down  to  Colonel  Mitchells  and  obtained 
an  order  for  forage  and  provisions  for  the  journey,  and  having  drawn 
his  forage,  he,  the  deponent,  went  back  again  to  Colonel  Mitchells, 
where  there  was  a  Captain  Hunt,  who  enquired  of  Colonel  Mitchell 
whether  the  Waggons  were  ready  for  him,  to  which  Colonel  Mit- 
chell replied.  Here  is  the  Waggon  Master  who  is  to  go  with  you. 
That  the  deponent  then  went  down  with  Major  Lusk  to  the  sign  of 
the  Indian  King,  where  they  met  with  the  aforesaid  Hunt,  and  then 
went  into  Water  street  and  loaded  at  the  store  of  one  Mr.  Nixon* 

*  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  720,  721. 
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That  deponent  then  came  np  to  Colonel  Mitchell  and  drew  a  ium 
of  money  from  the  said  Mitehell  to  support  him  on  his  jonmeyy  in 
cases  where  he  could  not  obtain  forage  and  provisions  from  the  con- 
tinent. That  deponent  then  asked  Colonel  Mitchell's  clerk  for 
his  orders,  to  which  the  clerk  replied,  there  was  no  occasion  for 
orders,  as  he  had  already  got  his  loading.  That  deponent,  on  his 
arrival  at  Morris  town,  delivered  his  loading,  consistiog  of  Rum, 
Sugar,  Coffee  and  Brandy,  to  the  said  Captain  Hunt,  at  Benjamin 
Arnolds,  at  Morris  town.  That  deponent  observing  the  receipt  for 
the  said  goods  was  signed  Jesse  Hunt,  and  recollecting  that  it  was 
usual  in  cases  of  like  kind,  for  officers  to  write  their  title  of  office, 
he  requested  Hunt  so  to  do,  which  he  declined,  saying  that  he  dia 
not  put  any  title  to  his  name.  That  deponent  observed  the  said  mer- 
chandize, were  not  marked  as  he  thinks  publio  stores  usually  are, 
and  that  Jesse  Hunt  was  very  particular  in  examining  into  the  proof 
of  the  rum,  &c.,  before  a  receipt  was  given  for  the  same — a  precau- 
tion which  is  not  always  taken  in  case  of  public  stores.  That  after 
deliyering  his  loading,  deponent  applied  to  the  Quarter  Master  for 
an  order  for  forage,  which  the  Quarter  Master  hesitated  to  give  him., 
expressing  a  doubt  of  his  loading  having  been  public  property, 
whereupon  deponent  showed  him  the  entry  of  those  waggons  into 
public  service,  which  the  Quarter  Master  said  was  sufficient  to  justify 
him,  and  the  order  was  accordingly  granted.  That  deponent  drew 
forage  and  rations  both  going  and  coming.  That  deponent  was  then 
ordered  to  the  Camp  where  the  Maryland  troops  lay.  That  on  de- 
ponents return  to  Trenton  he  saw  in  the  New  Jersey  paper  an 
advertisement  of  Bum,  Sugar,  &c.,  to  be  sold  wholesale  and  retail 
by  the  aforesaid  Benjamin  Arnold,  at  Morris  town.  That  when  th^ 
Waggoners  were  loading  at  Philadelphia,  they  were  not  well  pleased 
that  Captain  Hunt  offered  them  nothing  to  drink,  as  the  weather 
was  cold,  and  they  thought  a  dram  was  necessary,  whereupon  they 
hesitated,  and  said  it  was  not  their  business  to  risk  the  loading  of 
such  kind  of  goods,  whereupon  the  said  Hunt  procured  porters  to 
load  the  Waggons,  and  paid  them  as  if  the  goods  had  been  private 
property.*    And  further  the  said  deponent  said  not. 

JOHN  GARDNER. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Philadelphia,  the  day  aforesaid,  after  this 
Deponent  had  carefully  examined  the  Contents  of  this  written 
Deposition;  &  directed  the  alterations  made  therein. 

PLUNKET  FLEESON. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  721. 
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P&ssiDENT  OP  Congress  to  P&bsidemt  Bbbd,  1779. 

PhUadelphia,  12th  March,  1779. 
ftr, 

T^u  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  a  copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress 
of  the  10th  Instant,  for  recrniting  the  army. 

The  Virtue  &  Perseverance  displayed  hy  the  Citizens  of  America 
In  the  course  of  the  war,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  determi- 
nation  to  obtain  the  great  objects  of  it. ' 

Force  and  Power  in  the  field  are  necessary  to  render  us  safe  at 
home,  respectable  abroad,  and  luccessfui  in  negotiation. 

As  there  is  great  reason  to  expect  that  this  Campaign,  if  suc- 
cessful, will  be  the  last,  I  am  persuaded  the  different  States  will, 
the  more  chearfully,  adopt  every  measure  which  may  be  necessary 
to  render  the  issue  of  it  booorable  to  the  American  arms,  and  auspi- 
cious to  American  Liberty  and  Independence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

your  Bzoelleooys 

most  obed*  serv*, 

JOHN  JAY,  President. 

Directed^ 
To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr. 


Seg'y  Matlack  to  Comm'rs  of  forfeited  Estates,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  12th  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

It  is  become  necessary,  that  the  Inventories  k  other  returns  of  the 
forfeited  Estates,  whether  real  or  personal,  vested  in  the  State  by  the 
Act  of  Assembly  intituled  <<  An  Act  for  the  attainder  of  divers  Traitors 
if  &c.,''  should  be  compleated,  the  personal  sold&  the  proceeds  thereof 
transmitted  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth.  It  is  wished 
tJiat  you  review  the  instructions  formerly  sent  to  you  by  tkis  board 
fbr  your  c<Hiduot  in  this  business,  &  compare  the  same  with  ih« 
returns  hitherto  made  to  the  Register's  office,  &  see  whether  any  de» 
ficiency  has  happened.  At  the  Supreme  Court  which  sits  in  April 
next,  the  state  of  all  forfeited  property  will  be  called  for,  in  order 
not  only  to  satisfy  the  Creditors,  but  also  to  enable  the  Court  ta 
provide  for  the  wives  k  children  of  the  attainted,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  mercifal  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 
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Besides,  as  Council  has  reoom mended  to  tbe  Legislatare,  that  the 
sale  of  the  real  Estate  forfeited  by  the  Traitor  should  be  hastened  by 
a  supplement  to  the  Act  abovement',  this  is  an  additional  motive  for 
this  call. 

If  therefore  there  be  any  Estate,  or  property  of  this  nature  passed 
over  by  you,  or  the  other  agents  of  your  County,  or  any  returns 
called  for  by  your  instructions,  which  have  not  been  made,  or  not 
sufficiently  particularized,  you  are  desired  to  ^supply  the  deficiency 
vrithout  farther  delay,  by  transmitting  the  necessary  information  to 
T.  M.^  Esquire  the  Register. 


Matthew  Irwik  to  Pbes't  Rbsd,  1779. 

Philada.,  18th  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  hereby  take  the  liberty  of  acquainting  your  Excellency  that  no 
farther  progress  can  be  made  in  Riging  the  New  Ship  without  Bal- 
last, the  Workmen  are  now  Idle.  The  owners  therefore  request 
your  Excellency  will  let  thefn  know  whether  you  will  take  them 
or  not. 

I  am  your  Excellencies 

most  obed.  &  humble  Serv't, 

MATTH'W  IRWIN.* 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Resolutions  of  General  Assembly,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 

Saturday  March  13th,  1779. 

The  following  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  appointed  to 
devise  some  plan  for  supplying  the  troops  of  this  State  with  necea- 
saries,  fte*.,  were  read  a  second  time  and  being  debated  and  oonsidered 
ware  agreed  to,  vis^. 

Ist.  Resolved, 

That  in  consideration  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  said  troops, 
and  to  relieve  as  much  as  possible  the  inconveniences  to  which  they 

*  See  answer  page  216. 
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are  at  present  subjected,  to  every  officer  of  the  PenDsjlvaDia  line  who 
by  a  resolntton  of  Congress  of  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 

half  pay  during  seven  years  after  the  termination  of  the  present  war 
the  half  pay  to  be  continaed  by  thisi  State  from  the  end  of  the  said 
seven  years  for  and  daring  the  life  of  every  such  Officer. 

2ndly  Resolved| 

That  the  present  mode  of  distributing  to  the  Officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  the  several  articles  voted  by  this  House  at 
their  last  Sessions  at  prices  in  a  certain  ratio  or  proportion  to  the 
original  cost  be  discontinued,  and  instead  thereof  they  be  delivered 
to  them  at  the  following  determinate  rates,  viz*, 

West  india  rum  at 5s.      per  gallon. 

Muscovado  Sugar  at          .         ...        •  8s.  9<f.  per  pound. 

Coffee  at                        Bs,  9d,  ditto. 

Tea  at                       12s.          ditto. 

Chocolate  at 3s.  9d,  ditto. 

Hard  Soap  at Is.  Sd,  dftto: 

Tobacco  at 2d,  ditto. 

Srdly  Resolved, 

That  to  every  Officer  of  said  troops  a  compleat  suit  of  regimental 
uniform  be  furnished  every  year  by  this  State,  to  be  charged  to  the 
officer  at  the  price  for  which  the  said  uniform  might  have  oeen  pur- 
chased at  the  commencement  of  the  War. 

4thly  Resolved, 

That  the  lands  which  may  be  granted  within  this  State  to  officers 
and  soldiers  serving  in  the  troops  of  the  State  in  consequence  ot  a 
resolution  of  Congress  of  September  the  sixteenth,  1776,  shall  be 
excmpt<id  from  taxation  whilst  they  continue  in  the  possession  of 
such  officers  or  soldiers,  and  before  any  alienation  thereof  made  and 
not  after. 

5thly  Resolved, 

That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  resolve  the  widows  of  the 
officers  of  this  State  in  the  Continental  service,  who  have  died  in  the 
service  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  or  who  may  die 
during  the  continuance  thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  half  of  the 
pay  which  their  husbands  were  respectively  entitled  to,  while  in  the 
service  during  her  widowhood. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

(Copy.) 
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Pres't  Rbbd  to  Mbssrs.  Irwin  &  Co.,  1779. 

In  Connoil; 

Philada.,  March  13th,  1779. 

Sir, 

In  answer  to  yonrs  this  Morning,^  I  assnre  jon  nothing  bnt  absolute 
Necessitj  could  have  obliged  us  to  keep  you  so  long  in  Suspence.  It 
was  necessary  to  state  the  Matter  to  the  House  of  Ass^,  in  a  very  few 
Days  a  decisive  answer  will  be  given,  in  the  meantime  we  could  wish 
if  it  is  oonsistent  with  your  Plan  &  Views  thai  the  Rigging  of  the  Ship 
may  go  on  &  every  Expenoe  will  be  allowed  in  Case  the  State  should 
determine  it  necessary  to  tak»  her. 

I  am  Sir,  your 

obed.  Hbbl.  Serv't. 

Directed^ 

Messrs.  Irwin  &  Co.  ... 


Fbssibbnt  Rbbd  to  Prbsidbnt  of  Congrbss,  1779. 

In  Council. 

Philada.,  March  13th,  1779. 
Sir 

One  Frederick  Verner  a  Subject  of  this  State  was  tried  last  Sum- 
merf  by  a  Court  Martial  upon  a  Charge  of  being  a  Spy  for  the  British 
Army  &  condemned  to  suffer  Death.  Some  Doubts  arising  respecting 
the  Sufficiency  of  the  Evidence  as  well  as  the  Legality  of  the 
Tryal  he  has  remained  ever  since  in  the  State  Prison.  An  Opp'' 
now  offers  of  exchanging  him  for  a  Person  under  a  like  Sen- 
tence passed  at  New  York  in  Consequence  of  an  Attempt  to  bring 
over  to  us  a  Vessel  loaded  with  Goods  much  wanted  among  us.  Tha 
regular  Forms  of  Law  in  this  case  we  apprehend  may  be  dispensed 
with  if  your  Hon.  House  will  direct  the  Gaoler  of  the  State  Prison 
to  deliver  Verner  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  &  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  farther  charged  or  troubled  with  him. 

I  am  Sir,  your 

obed.  Hbbl.  Serv't. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Honble  John  Jay^  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 

«  See  page  244. 

t  See  VoL  YL,  p.  718,  also  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  720,  721 
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J.  M.  Nbsbiti  to  Prbb.  Bssb,  1779. 

Philada.;  Maroh  ISth,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  maeh  obliged  to  Conneil  for  their  so  soon  famishiDg  me  w** 
their  resolation  lo  answer  to  my  Bequest  in  behalf  of  Mrs  Elliott,* 
&  I  hope  they  will  ezoose  my  giving  them  some  farther  trouble  in 
this  affair. 

I  agree  w*^  the  Conocil  in  the  Construction  of  the  Act  of  Assem- 
bljy  for  I  did  not  suppose  that  the  Judges  of  the  Supream  Court 
would  grant  any  pension  or  allowance  to  the  wife  or  family  of  a 
person  attainted  while  they  remained  with  the  Enemy,  but  I  believe 
it  is  Mrs.  Elliots  Intention  to  remove  here  with  her  family  &  1  hope 
the  Council  will  think  with  me  thai  it  is  necessary  she  should  be 
here  before  she  attempts  such  removal,  as  well  to  provide  a  place  for 
the  reception  of  Her  Family,  as  to  know  whether  any  allowance  will 
be  made  Her  for  its  Support,  untill  one  or  both  of  these  things  are 
fixed  it  would  be  Imprudent  in  Mrs.  Elliott  to  attempt  to  move  Her 
Family,  &  yet  it  is  very  necessary  for  Her  to  be  here  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Supream  Court,  the  Council  I  hope  on  reconsidering 
the  matter  will  be  of  this  opinion  &  grant  the  neeesaary  ptasea  which 
will  much  oblige, 

Sir,  y  mo.  obed*  k 

most  hum.  ServH 

J.  M.NESBITT. 

Dirfcted, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  £sq^ 


Gov.  Patrick  Henry  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

W-burgh,  March  13%  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Favor  of  the  21**  ult<»  is  come  to  Hand,  &  I  should  gladly 
cooperate  with  you  in  the  Salutary  Design  of  checking  the  Enemy 8 
Depredations  on  the  Trade  of  these  States,  by  laying  a  general  Em- 
bargo, if  the  Law  had  given  Authority  to  do  so.  But  as  this  is  not 
the  Case,  all  I  can  do  will  be  to  lay  the  Matter  before  the  next 
general  Assembly,  which  meets  the  first  Monday  in  May.  With 
great  Regard  I  have  the  Honor  to  be.f 

*  See  Col.  Keo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  718. 

t  Autograph  stolea.   See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XL,  p.  725,  and  p.  197  of  this  voL 
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OoT7NOiii  TO  Captain  Boys,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  CoaDcil  wish  yon  to  exert  jouraelf  in  getting  the  Galleys  and 
boata  ia  readinesa  to  take  their  Stations  aa  soon  as  may  be. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  yery  hnmble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
Philada.,  March  13, 1779. 

To  Cap*  Boys,  Present. 


Sec'y,  Matlack  to  John  MrrcnELL,  1779. 

Philada.,  March  13th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Conncil  direct  me  to  apply  to  yon  for  a  waggon  to  convey 
500  weight  of  gunpowder  and  100  weight  of  lead,  with  a  few  other 
small  articles,  to  Shippensburgh,*  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of 
Westmoreland  county.  The  forwarding  of  these  stores  is  under  the 
care  and  direction  of  Christopher  Hays,  Esq**,  Lieutenant  of  said 
Coy. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

TIMOTHY  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

John  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  M.  0>. 


Blaie  M*Clenachan  &o.  to  President  of  Counoil,  1779. 

Philada.,  March  15th,  1779. 

Agreeable  to  your  Order  of  the  13th  Ins',  We  have  examined 
the  Cutter  Hevenge,']'  and  are  of  Opinion  that  she  is  better  calcu- 
lated for  a  Gaard  a  Costa  than  any  other  Vessel  in  the  harbour,  or 
th^t  can  now  be  procured. 

♦  See  Col.  Rco.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  720. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XI.,  pp.  720,  721. 


PEHrNSYLYANlA  ABGHIVSS  1770.  249 

She  is  remarkably  well  found,  and  think  her  worth  Arom  Thirty 
five  to  Forty  Thoasand  pounds.  We  hare  the  Honor  to  'be  Your 
most  Obed'  k  Very  H'ble  Serr^ 

BLAIU  M'CLENACHAN, 

GEORGE  HENRY, 

JOSEPH  J^USH. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  &  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Indaned, 

17th  March,  agreed  to  write  B.  HcCIenaohan  to  bid  for  her,  for 
the  public  Service,  authorising  bim  to  bid  as  high  as  £40,000,  but 
nqt  to  IOO0O  the  Vessel  tho^  she  east  £45,000.'*' 


Bbsolvb  of  Congress,  1779. 

la  Congress,  March  15, 1779. 
Resolved, 

That  all  Officers,  non-oomonssioned  Officers  and  Soldiers,  now 
belonging  to  the  Corps  of  Light  Dragoons,  and  Artillery  and  Infan- 
try, and  the  Corps  of  Artillery  Artificers,  commissioned  and  inlisted 
sioce  the  16th  of  September,  1776,  for  three  Years,  or  during  the 
War,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  so  oommisaioned  and  inlisted,  not 
being  Part  of  the  fitgbty-eight  Battalions  originally  apjiortioned  on 
the  States,  be  considered  as  Parts  of  the  Quotas  of  theaeveral  States 
.to  which  they  did  or  shall  respectively  belong  when  bo  commissioned 
or  inlisted.  And  that  tvbere  it  has  happened,  or  shall  happen,  that 
any.non-Gommiasiooed  Officers  or  Soldiers  of  those  Corps  shall  not 
have  gained  a  Settlement  in  any  Part  of  the  United  States,  they 
shall  be  conudered  aa  belonging  to  the  State  in  which  they  were  or 
ahall  be  inlisted,  and  credited  accordingly  as  Part  oi  the  Quota  of 
auch  State  : 

That  for  the  Purpose  of  ascertaining  the  States  to  which  the  Off- 
ers and  Soldiers  now  in  the  Corps  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  to  be- 
long, the  Commander  in  Chief  be  directed  to  cause  Returns  to  be 
made  to  him  without  Delay,  of  the  Names  of  all  the  Officers,  non- 
oommiasioned  Officera  and  Soldiers  in  the  said  Corps,  and  the  States, 
Counties  and  Towns  to  which  they  belonged,  or  in  which  they  were 
inlisted  as  aforesaid ;  which  Returns  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 

^Ue^Gol  Keo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  721.    Also,  2&2  of  this  lHal. 

11* 
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Botrd  of  War,  who  shall  send  to  the  respaetive  States  Lists  of  the 
Names  and  Banks  of  all  Officers  and  Soldiers  to  be  credited  to  them 
as  aforesaid.  The  like  ReturDs  to^  be  made  afterwards,  oooe  every 
three  Months,  of  all  Officers,  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers 
who  shall  have  entered  into  these  Corps  after  making  the  said  first 
Betums. 

Bxiraet  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary  * 


Resolxttion  ov  CoNaRESs,  17T9. 

la  Congress,  15th  Mareh,  1779. 
Resolved, 

That,  the  keeper  of  the  State  prispii  he  directed  to  deliver  Frcdcr« 
iok  Yerner  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Extract  from  the  minntes. 

CHA8.  THOMSON,  Seo'y.f 


Sir: 


Thomas  Ctjshinq  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Boston,  March  15^  1779 


I  sincerely  eoDgratnlate  yoa  upon  your  advaneement  lo  the  chieff 
Seat  of  Goremment  in  Pennsylvania,  May  your  Administration  be 
easy  to  yourself  and  happy  to  the  People  over  whom  you  preside. 
It  seems  yoa  have  great  and  good  News  at  Philadelphia,  we  cannot 
M  yet  asoertaia  what  it  is,  should  be  glad  to  be  favored  with  it  as 
soon  as  Congress  will  permit  it  to  transpire. 

It  is  reported  here,  that,  among  the  rest  of  the  news  joa  hav« 
recehedi  Congmss  have  had  some  Proposals  from  the  Ministry  of 
Oreat  Britain,  by  the  Way  of  New  York.  They  Propose,  to  adKnowU 
edge  our  Independency,  withdraw  their  Troops  from  An&etica,  and  to 
enter  into  a  Treaty  of  Amity  &  commerce  with  the  United  States^ 
provided  Great  Britain  retains  The  Floridas,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada^ 
and  an  exclusive  right  to  the  Fishery  on  the  Banks  of  New  Found* 
land.  !f he  Peoplehere  are  totally  against  Great  Britain,  having  an 
exclusive  right  to  the  Fishery,  but  insist  upon  America's  having  a 

*  From  handbill. 

t  8a«  page  2iS.      Also,  Got  Bea,  Vol.  XL,  p.  720,  72U 
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rigbi  as  heretofore,  to  Fish  upon  the  Banks  aforesaid  without  Inter- 
ruption.or  Molestatbo;  as  to  Vloridfty  Nova  Sootia  and  C&nada,  altho 
it  is  their  siocere  wish  that  they  might  be  Independent  &  United 
with  the  Rest  of  the  States  of  Ameriea,  jet  it  is  the  prevailing  opinion 
that  in  making  thier  Treaty,  Their  being  made  so  ought  not  to  be 
insisted  upon,  as  a  sine  qua  non. 

.  If  any  thing  of  this  sort  is  in  agitation  I  hope  Congress  will  be 
lead  into  those  determinations  that  sre  the  wisest  ^  most  for  the 
Interest  of  the  United  States. 

Permit  me  to  Introduce  to  your  Aoqnaintanoe  Mr.  Henry  Newman, 
«  Kinsman  of  mine,  a  young  Gentleman  who  is  travelling  for  hii 
Healthy  I  beg  leave  to  reoommend  him  to  yonr  Friendly  Noticey  any 
civility  you  may  shew  him,  I  shall  esteem  as  an  addition  to  the  many 
Favors  and  civilities  I  received  at  your  House  when  at  Philadelphia, 
of  which  I  shall  ever  retain  a  grateful  Remembrance. 

The  manv  Agreeable  Hours  we  have  spent  together  in  social 
Interooorse  leads  me  to  wish  that  our  acquaintance  may  not  be  sunk 
into  oblivion,  and  I  Assure  you,  it  will  giv^  me  pleasure  at  all  times 
to  hear  of  the  Happiness  and  Prosperity  of  you  and  yours,  pray  give 
my  respectful  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Read,  and  Madam  De  Berdt.  I 
coQolade«ffrith  great  Respect,  ^    . 

Your  most  Obed'  humble  Serv* 

THOMAS  GUSHING. 
His  Ezqelte^cy  JoiMph  Bead  Ssqr. 


■  I 


Rbsoitttiok  of  Cokgbbss,  1779. 

.    la  Congress,  March  1 6th,  1778.* 

Whereas,  Congress  have  not  reosived  information  of  the  steasurei 
which  the  several  States  have  from  time  to  time  adopted  in  eonse^ 
quenee  of  their  reeommendatieM,  and  #hereas  such  iaformatioii 
together  with  the  consent  of  the  respective  legisftatiires  in  vigorously 
executing  the  resolutions  of  Congrsss  is  essentially  Btoessary  to 
enable  Siem  to  transad  tiM  important  ooaceras  of  the  United 
Ckates. 

Resolved.  That  the  govemsfrs  and  presidents  of  the  said  States  b4 
earnestly  requested  to  transmit  to  Cojigireas  as  soon  as  possible  at- 
tested copies  of  the  acts  passed  by  their  respective  legislatures  ia 
pursuance  of  recommendations  of  Congress  which  they  may  have 
received  since  the  first  day  of  November  last,  and  of  all  aets  whioh 
they  may  hereafter  pass  in  consequence  of  future  reoommendations. 

Extracts  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Scc'y. 

*  Should  be  1779,  see  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XII.  p.  188.  Bead  in  Coancil,  Dec.  8» 
1779. 
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y.  p.  Brtan  to  Blair  McCuosaobas,  1779. 

In  Coancil;  Philadelpbia,  March  17^  1779. 

Sir: 

The  Cotmeil  requests,  that  yon  will  attend  the  sale  of  the  Gutter 
Rerengei  this  day  at  the  Coffee  Honae  and  bid  for  her  for  the  pablio 
Service. 

'  She  has  been  valaed  at  iS3 5,000,  and  we  request  jon  to  purchase 
her  at  as  low  a  price  as  you  can,  but  not  to  mise  this  opportunity  of 
a  suitable  veFsel  for  protecting  our  trade,  should  she  be  sold  even  so 
high  as  45^000  founds. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  humble  aenranti 

G.  B,  V.  P. 

Mr.  Blair  McClenaghan.* 


V.  P.  Bryan,  to  High  Shbbief  op  Phil.  .17'f9. 

In  Gouncili 

Philadelphia^  17  March  1779. 

Sir. 

Council  have  observed  that  the  Pillory  &  Whipping  post  of 
ibis  County,  oontnry  to  the  oonimon  usage  of  the  Countries  where 
ibe  English  common  Law  received,  are  placed  in  retired  places  & 
not  in  or  near  the  Market.  As  punishments  of  this  sort  are  rather 
loflueDtial  on  others,  than  on  the  criminal  himself,  much  of  the  uao> 
fttlnese  of  public  punishments  by  this  circumstance  is  lost.  I  have  i^ 
Iherefere  in  charge^  to  call  upon  yovi  to  replace  tl^e  Pillory  & 
Whipping  post  in  the  public  Market  of  this  Cityi  referring  you  t^ 
ibe  County  Commia'*  for  the  ezpence. 

I  am, 

Sir, 

Yrs  &c 

G.  B.  Vice  Preside"*. 

To  James  Claypoole,  Esquire. 

High  Sheriff  of  Philad--  Co. 

*  See  page  249.     Also  Col.  Keo.  Vol.  XL  p.  721. 
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James  Dundas,  to  Council  1779. 

Philadelphia,  March  18th,  1779. 

The  Sabecriber  begs  leave  to  represent  to  the  Hon*,  the  Sapreme 
Executive  Council,  that  it  will  take  about  one  thousand  Pounds  to 
discbarge  the  Bal^  due  to  sundry  Persons  employed  on  the  Fortifidt- 
tioDS  at  BiUingsport,  and  Red  Bank,  in  the  year  1777. 

That  a  large  proportion  of  the  Money  he  last  received  by  order  of 
your  Hon*.  Board,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  was  of  the 
Emissions  called  out  of  circulation,  and  that  several  of  the  People 
have  refused  to  take  it  in  payment,  whieh  has  tended  to  retard  the 
settlement  of  the  public  acc^ 

The  Subscriber  therefore  heirs  that  the  Hon*.  Council  would  be 
pleased  to  order  their  Treasurer  to  pay  him  such  Money  as  may 
answer  the  intended  purpose. 

JAMES  DUNDAS,  P.  M. 
The  Hon*,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Bey.  Willum  Roqbrs  to  Counoil,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  March  18, 1779.  * 

The  Honorable  the  Supreme  Execativo  Gounoil  of  the  Oommoo- 
.    wealth  of  Pennsylvaaia. 

Gentlemen, 

Vrpm  December  last  I  have  been  on  Duty  in  this  Garrison,  by 
order  of  his  Excellency  Qeneral  Washington. 

Having  the  Happiness  of  appertaining  to  the  Peanaylvania  Line, 
I  called  a  few  Days  past  at  the  State  Store,  to  procure  some  Linnen 
&  other  necessaries.  The  Person  attending  inform'd  me  that  an 
order  from  Council  was  necessary.  Your  Hon'ble  Body,  therefore, 
granting  One,  will  greatly  oblige  me,  as  I  stand  in  much  need,  and 
cannot,  without  di8iuiv|antage  to  myself  &,  Family,  purehase  at  the 
present  Exorbitant  Prices. 

Moreover  observing  ia  the  Public  Papers  the  generons  Resolations 
enter'd  into  by  the  present  Assembly,  respecting  their  offioem  and 
soldiery,  I  hope  Council  will  extend  unto  mey  while  on  Duty  in  this 
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City,  tfae  same  Priyiledges  to  which  I  should  be  Entitoled^  gntnting 
I  was  in  Gamp. 

I  am  gentlemeDi 

jour  most  obed*  &  yery 

humble  serrant. 

WILLIAM  ROGEBS, 
Brigade  Chaplain.* 
Dtreetedy 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Ezeoutive  Couneil  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

Indorsed. — Read  in  Council,  March  26. 

Petition  grasuled. 

T.  M. 


Officbbs  op  Artilleby  to  Council,  1779. 

» 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqi*.,  President  of  the  *Suprefno 
Executive  Council,  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

We,  the  officers  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Thomas  Procter,  having  hitherto  been  Refused  the  privi- 
lages  which  other  Officers  of -this  State  have  enjoyed  in  feoeiving 
Cloathing  and  other  necessaries  for  that  purpose  provided.  We  now 
Humbly  request  that  your  Excellency  wUl,  in  consequence  of  a 
Resolve  of  the  Honorable  the  Assembly  of  the  12th  Instant,  by 
which  we  are  eonsidered  a  part  of  their  Quota  of  troops  in  the  Con- 
tinentall  Army,  Grant  us  an  Order  to  receive  such  Cloathing  &  other 
Neoessarys  as  is  veted  by  this  State. 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Exeellenoy  that  there  is  now  in  the 
fiandfl  of  Mr.  Howell  soma  articles  of  Cloathing,  which  have  been 
made  for  us  some  time,  and  wait  an  Order  of  Coaaaii  to  be  issued. 
We  are,  in  behalf  of  the  Regim*, 

your  Excellencys  most  ob*  serv^ 

THCS  FORREST,  Major. 
J.  GRAia,  Captain. 
PhUaddpUa,  Maroh  19th,  1779. 

Direeiedf 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  in  Council. 

IndorBcdj 

Mr.  Howell,  Receiver  of  Cloathing,  having  resigned  his  office, 
ordered  that  Colonel  Tanner  be  appoint  iu  his  Btead>  that  Mr. 
Howell  deliver  over  all  the  Cloathing  in  hand  to  Colpnel  Tanner,  & 
prepare  his  account  for  settlemenLf 

♦  See  Colon.  Rec,  Tol.  XI.,  p.  727.  f  ^j  P*  ^2*- 
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Idtwia  N1CO1.A  TO  Gbithraii  Watnb,  1779. 
^'  ... 

Agreeable  \o  jovlx  desire  that  I  sbould  reduce  into  writiog  nuiat 
I  proposed  to  jou  je&terdaj,  I  beg  leave  to  represent  that  agreeable 
lo  part  of  the  plan  I  offered  to  CoDgresa  for  forming  the  Invalid 
BegimeDt,  it  was  not  only  to  be  a  retreat  for  those  wno  suffered  in 
the  service,  bat  a  recraiting  corps  &  military  school — agreeable  to  y^ 
this  plan  I  began  to  enlist  for  the  army,  but  before  I  could  make 
any  progress  we  were  oblised- to  evacuate  the  city,  k  shortly  after, 
the  State  encreasine  the  bounty  for  such  as  entered  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania line  to  120  DoUsrs,  L  covld  not  expect  any  man  would 
engage  with  me  when  I  could  offer  no  more  than  20. 

Anxious  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  for  the  service  of  the 
United  Staies,  partioolarly  that  in  which  I  have  lived  since  I  came 
to  America,  k  have  the  honor  to  serve  in  a  military  capacity,  I  beg 
Jeave  to  rerviTC  tbat  part  of  the  scheme  wbicb  has  laid  domuint  for 
tbe  «bo>va  reason,  k  which  I  apprehend  will  be  attended  with  the 
fbllowing  advantages. 

Everyman  m  the  lovalid  BegiineBt)  stimulated,  by  tb«  rowardy 
will  beeone  a  Mcnijter,  without  •  negieoting  bis  otfier  duties,  by 
which,  it  is  probable,  £bw  t|h%t  caa  be  ittduoed  to  anliat  ip  or  aboot 
this  city  will  remain  undiscovered.  .  I 

The  officers  which  .wooid  be  aenfe  bare  an  this  service  may  attend 
their  duty  ia  camp,  k  avoid  the  extraordinary  expences  incident  to 
living  in  this  city,  k  its  temptations  to  dissipation. 

The  non-commission^  ctffioem  k  reoruite,  whOj  hi  t^e  prcfent 
mode,  are  encouraged  or  innitiated  in  every  species  of  vice,  by  living 
in  rendevous,  where  they  are  received  only  for  the  sake  of  the  money 
they  expend  in  liquor,  will  be  freed  in  a  ereat  measure  from  thiS| 
by  living  in  the  barracks  under  the  eyes  k  immediate  care  of  tbe 
Invalid  Officers,  and  may  be  obliged  to  answer  roll  calling  three 
times  a  day,  which  will  render  desertion  more  difficult. 

The  officers  recruiting  in  the  country  may,  as  often  as  opportun)*- 
ties  serve,  send  tbisir  men  here,  as  to  a  general  rendevous,  from 
whence  returns  may  be  sent  yon  weekly,  that  you  may  judge  wheA 
neceasary  to  send  commissioned  or  non  commissioned  officers  to 
receive  k  march  them  to  camp,  or  if  more  agreeable,  a  few  trusty 
non  commissioned  officers  from  the  Pennsylvania  line  might  con- 
stantly be  kept  here  to  be  dispatched  as  soon  as  ten  or  a  dozen  men 
were  assembled  or  recruited. 

If  this  is  approved  of,  you  may  be  certain  nothing  shall  be 
wanting  on  my  side  to  the  success  thereof. 

Permit  me  to  assure  yon  that  I  am, 

with  respect  sir^  your  most  obe*  serv^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

March  19  th,  1779. 
Directed, — ^To  the  Hon'ble  Qenend  Wayne. 
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.  Resolution  of  Boaeb  op  War,  1779. 

At  a  Board  of  War,  19lh  March,  1779. 

Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  transmit  to  the  Sapreme 
EzecBtive  GoudciI  of  this  State,  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  this  day 
from  Major  General  Arnold. 

Extract  from  the  minntes. 

P..  SCULL,  Secretary. 


General  Arnold  to  Board  of  War,  1779. 

(Copy.) 

Philadelphia,  March  19, 1779. 
Sir, 

Having  sometime  since  obtained  permission  of  his  Excellency, 
General  Washington,  I  have  this  day  resigned  my  Command  tn  this 
City  to  Brigadier  General  Hogan,  of  which  I  thought  proper  to  give 
,the  Hon^ble  Board  of  War  notice,  and  that  notwithstanding  my 
having  given  up  the  command,  I  shall  be  happy  at  all  times  of  ren- 
dering my  Country  every  service  in  my  power. 

I  am,  with  respect.  Sir, 

Your  obd't  h'l  Serv't, 

B,  ARNOLD. 
Directed^ 

Major  Scull;  Seof  y  to  the  Board  of  War. 


Board  of  War  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

War  Office,  19th  March,  1779. 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  inclosed  order  of  the  Board,  I  have  the  honor 
to  furnish  your  Excellency  with  a  copy  of  Major  General  Arnold's 
Letter,  mentioning  his  resignation  of  the  military  command  in  this 
City.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Witb  high  respect, 

Your  Excellency's 

Very  obed't  Serv% 

P.  SCULL, 
Secretary. 
Directedj    • 

TSi  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Bec.,.yoL  ZI.,  p.  725. 
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P&OOLAMATION  OS*  GoNGRBSS  FOB  A  FaST,   kQ.j   1779. 

PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas,  in  just  Punishment  of  our  manifold  Transgres9ioni»,  it 
hath  pleased  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  Events  to  visit  the^e  United 
States  with  a  Calamitous  War,  through  which  his  Divine  Providence 
hath  hitherto  in  a  wonderful  Manner  conducted  us,  so  that  we  might 
acknowledge  that  the  llace  is  not  to  the  Swift,  nor  the  Battle  to  the 
Strong :  And  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  Chastisements  received 
and  Benefits  bestowed,  too  few  have  been  sufficiently  awakened  to  a 
Sense  of  their  Guilt,  or  warmed  with  Gratitude,  or  taught  to  amend 
their  Lives  and  turn  from  their  Sins,  that  so  he  might  turn  from  his 
Wrath  :  And  whereas,  from  a  Consciousness  of  what  we  have  merited 
at  his  Hands,  and  an  Apprehension  that  the  Malevolence  of  our  dis- 
appointed Enemies,  like  the  Incredulity  of  Pharaoh,  may  be  used  as , 
the  Scourge  of  Omnipotence  to  vindicate  his  alighted  Majesty,  there 
ia  reason  to  fear  that  he  may  permit  much  of  our  Land  to  become 
the  Prey  of  the  Spoiler,  our  Borders  to  be  xmvaged,  aod  our  Habita- 
tions destroyed. 

Resolved^ 

That  it  be  reoomnended  to  the  several  States  to  appoint  the  First 
TkuTtday  in  May  next  to  be  a  Day  of  Fasting,  Humiliation,  and 
Prayer  to  Almighty  God,  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  avert  those  im- 
pending Calamities  which  we  have  but  too  well  deserved :  That  ha 
will  grant  us  his  Oraoe  to  repent  of  our  Sins  and  amond  oar  Lives 
aeoording  to  His  Holy  word :  That  he  will  contione  that  wonderfol 
Protection  which  hath  led  us  throogh  the  Paths  of  Danger  and 
Distress :  That  he  will  be  a  Husband  to  the  Widow,  and  a  Father 
to  the  fatherlesl^Ghildren,  who  weep  over  the  Barbarities  of  a  Savage 
Soemy  :  That  he  will  grant  us  Patience  in  Suffering,  and  Fortitude 
in  Adversity :  That  he  will  inspire  ns  with  Ilamility,  Moderation^ 
and  Gratitude  in  prosperous  Circamstances :  That  he  will  give 
Wisdom  to  our  Councils,  Firmness  to  our  Aesolutions,  and  Victory 
to  our  Arms :  That  he  will  bless  the  Labours  of  the  Husbandman, 
and  pour  forth  Abundance,  so  that  we  may  enjoy  the  Fruits  of  the 
Earth  in  due  Season :  That  he  will  cauae  Union,  Harmony,  and 
mutual  Confidence  to  prevail  throughout  these  States  :  That  he  will 
bestow  on  our  great  Ally  all  those  Blessings  which  may  enable  him 
to  be  gloriously  instrumental  in  protecting  the  Bights  of  Mankind, 
and  promoting  the  Happiness  of  his  Subjects :  That  he  will  bounti- 
fully continue  his  parental  Care  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  United  States :  That  he  will  grant  the 
Blessings  of  Peace  to  all  contending  Nations,  Freedom  to  those  who 
are  in  Bondage,  and  comfort  to  the  Afflicted :  that  he  will  diffuse 
Useful  KnovledgOi  tUend  the  Influence  of  Trae  JteUgioB,  and  give 
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us  that  Peace  of  Mind  which  the  World  caonot  give :  That  he  will 
be  oar  Shield  in  the  Day  of  Battle,  our  Comforter  in  the  hour  of 
Death,  and  our  kind  Parent  and  merciful  Judge  through  time  and 
through  Eternity. 

Dant  in  Congre$B^  this  Twentieth  Day  of  Marchy  in  the  Tear  of 
Our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  afid  Seventy-Nine,  and 
in  the  Third  Year  of  our  Independence. 

JOHN  JAY,  President  * 
Attest  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 


Col.  Hartley  to  Pres.  Reeb,  1779. 

^  York,  March  the  20th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Very  bad  weather  and  a  pain  in  my  Breast  have  detained  me  hera 
a  few  Days  longer  tlian  I  expected. 

I  have  just  received  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Bush  on  the  Frontiers, 
all  seems  quiet  there  still,  but  they  are  in  hourly  Expectation  of  the 
Enemy,  for  Six  weeks  the  Troops  there  have  been  withoat  Spiritaous 
Liquor — this  may  be  of  considerable  Injury  in  Case  any  of  the  Posts 
should  be  invested.  I  wrote  to  the  officers  from  Philadelphia  men- 
tioning that  Council  would  send  them  soma  stores* 

I  must  now  beg  your  Exooirency  that  their  share  of  stores,  Ac., 
ahould  be  immediately  sent  to  Cozes  Town,  near  Harrises  Ferry, 
they  have  hard  service,  whilst  the  other  Troops  of  the  Army  are  in 
comfortable  Quarters. 

If  you  could  see  Mr.  Blame  it  would  be  well  to^^uest  him  to 
send  forward  Whiskey  for  the  Troops,  immediately.  They  have 
been  mnch  neglected  in  that  particular  lately— ^probably  Mr.  Cox 
could  not  procure  it  in  his  neighborhood. 

I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Your  most  obcd't  humble  Serv't, 

THOS.  HARTLEY. 

P.  8.  Colonel  Miller  is  still  out  of  Business,  and  waits  Ibr  what 
your  Excellency  and  the  Council  may  do  in  his  Favour. 

T.  H. 

Direciedj 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Penna.,  Philada. 

«  fiae  Col.  Bm.,  VoL  XL,  p.  725.    From  a  HaadbUL 
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Deposition  of  John  Pabkbb>  1779. 

Penof  jW&nia  ». 

Before  me  Planket  Fleesoo,  Efiquire,  one  of  the  Jastioee  of  the  Petoe 
&c.y  comes  John  Parker  of  the  City  of  Philadelpbia,  Bricklayer,  and 
being  duly  sworn  deposeth  and  saith,  That  on  the  evening  of  the  day 
on  which  the  attack  was  made  by  the  Vigilant  on  the  fort  at  Mud 
island,  being  in  conversation  with  Peter  Cress  of  the  said  city  sadler 
&  Harness  maker,  he  the  said  Peter  Cress  told  him  the  deponent, 
that  having  been  down  on  the  bank  near  the  month  of  Scbuylkil  he 
there  saw  Doctor  William  Smith,  and  that  he  the  said  Peter  Cress 
heard  the  said  Doctor  Smith  say,  that  if  the  people  io  the  fort  did 
not  surrender  they  ought  to  be  every  man  of  them  put  to  the  sword 
— And  further  this  deponant  saith  not. 

JOHN  PARKER. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Philadelphia  this  twentieth  day  of  Mareh^ 
A.  D.  1779. 

PLUN'T.  FLEESON. 


Deposition  of  Petbb  Cress^  1779. 

Pennsylvania  as. 

Before  me  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
peace  &o.,  comes  Peter  Cress  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Saddle  & 
Harness  maker  and  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  That  on 
the  day  on  which  the  attack  was  made  by  the  Vigilant  on  the  forti- 
fication at  Mud  island,  Doctor  William  Smith,  Provost  of  the  colledge 
of  Philadelphia,  with  a  number  of  other  people  of  the  city  of  Phila-* 
delphia,  was  on  the  banks  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sohuylkil^ 
viewing  the  attack  with  a  large  Spy-Glass  or  Telescope.  That  after 
the  firing  from  the  Round  tops  of  the  Vigilant  began  and  was  re- 
turned from  the  fort  he  the  said  Peter  Cress  was  standing  behind  and 
very  near  the  said  Doctor  Smith,  and  heard  him  the  said  Doctor 
Smith  say,  that  if  they,  the  men  in  the  fort  meaning,  do  not  sur- 
render they  ought  every  man  of  them  to  be  put  to  the  Sword |  or 
words  to  this  effect.     And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

his 

PETER  M  CRESS. 

mark 

Sworn  before  me  at  Philadelphia  this  twentieth  day  of  March,  A. 
D.  1779. 

PLUN'T.  FLEESON. 
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Gov.  LrviHosTON  xa  Prks't  Rseb,  1779. 

Morris  Town,  20  March,  1779. 
Bir, 

It  is  bat  a  few  days  since  that  I  received  your  favour  of  the  29th^ 
February.  The  subject  matter  of  it  I  shall  do  myself  the  honour  of 
laying  before  our  Legislature  at  their  first  meeting;  and  be  always 
ready  to  exert  my  best  endeavours  to  induce  a  co-operation  with  any 
Sister  State  for  the  general  emolument  of  the  Confederacy. 

I  am  Sir,  with  great 

respect,  your  Ezcellencys 

most  obedient  &  very 

humble  Servant, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Dtrecfedf 

His  Exoelloney  President  Beed. 


Col.  Thomas  Proctor  to  Pres't  Reed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  March  the  22nd,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Honourable  House  of  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  having 
ron  application  made  to  them)  Resolved,  That  the  Regiment  of 
Artillery  under  my  command  be  considered  as  part  of  the  Quota  of 
Troops  of  this  State  in  the  Continental  Army,  a  copy  of  which 
Resolve  I  inclose  to  your  Excellency  and  beg  your  Indulgence  in 
laying  it  before  the  Honble  the  Executive  Council,  as  also  a  state  of 
my  Reg*y  and  so  far  as  they  shall  conceive  necessary,  request  they 
will  Grant  monies  to  recruit  the  same,  having  the  Officers  of  Com- 
panies (proper  for  that  service)  ready  to  act  in  the  recruiting  line 
when  you  shall  think  proper  to  order,  I  wait  your  Excellenceys  In- 
structions. 

And  am  with  respect, 

yoor  most  obd^  Serv't,^ 

TflOS.  PROCTOR, 

Col.  P.  Artillery. 

Directed, 

Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  Council. 

*  See  page  197. 
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John  Jay  to  Prbs't  Reed,  1779. 

PhUadelphia,  22nd  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

loolofiod  herewith  yotir  Bxcellency  will  receire  two  printed  copies 
of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  Inst,  recommending  to  the  Several 
States  to  appoint  the  first  Thursday  in  May  next  to  be  a  day  of 
Fasting,  Humiliation  and  Prayer. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Eieellency's  most 

obedient  and  most 

humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY, 

President* 

Direeiedf 
His  Exoellenoy  President  Heed. 


Matthew  Irwin  to  Pees.  Bbed,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  owners  of  the  New  Shipf  request  yonr  Ezoellency  will  give 
them  your  answer  respecting  her  this  day — Sho*  you  determine  to 
take  her,  if  you  will  give  me  an  order  on  Mr.  Henry  for  Ten  or 
Twelve  Tun  Pig  Iron,  I  shall  have  her  Rigged  in  a  few  days. 

I  am  your  Excellencys 

most  obed'  Serv't, 

MATH'W  IRWIN. 
Tuesday,  23d  March,  1779. 

Direeiedf 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  725,  and  page  267  of  this  Vol. 
t  Ship  Gen.  Greene,  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  724. 
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.  CouKcxL  70  BowBS  Bbsd,  1779. 

Philadelphw^  March  24, 1779. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  His  Excellency  tbe  President  I  request,  that  yon  will 
please  to  send  by  the  bearer,  who  is  an  express  from  Council,  a  cer- 
tificate that  a  Passport  signed  by  General  B.  Arnold  was  offered  to 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  on  the  trial  of  the  Sloop  Lotely  Nancy  or 
Chatming  Nancy — ^The  Council  are  desirous  of  having  the  certificate 
signed  by  you  as  late  Register  of  the  Court,  and  to  contain  a  descrip- 
tion  of  the  passport,  the  date  of  it  as  near  as  may  be,  &o.  The 
express  is  going  forward  to  Bordentown  and  will  wait  upon  you  for 
the  certificate  on  his  return. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

your  most  obedient 

Hm'ble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Secy 

Directed. 

To  Bowes  Reed,  Esq.,  Burlitigton. 


Sec'y  Matlack  to  Col.  Mitchell,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  March  24, 1779. 
Sir,* 

The  Council  direct  me  to  request  your  attendance  in  the  Council 
Chamber — They  are  now  sitting. 

I  am  Sir,  yo«r  very 

humble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 
Directedy 

.  To  Col.  J.  Mitohel],  D.  Q.  M.  0. 

*  S«e  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.  p.  726. 
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pRES.  Bebd  to  Matthew  Irwin,  &c.,  1779. 

Council  Chamber. 
Oentlemen : 

I  have  just  received  jour  Favour.  The  Council  are  very  glad  to 
find  the  Appointment*  acceptable  to  yon,  &  repose  the  most  perfect 
Confidence  in  yon.  As  to  aoy  Alteration  in  the  Name  of  the  Vessel, 
it  would  give  me  very  great  Pain.  General  Green  is  not  only  a 
brave,  valuable  k  amiable  Character,  but  my  particular  Friend. 
And  there  is  none,  the  Commander  in  Chief  excepted,  to  vrhom  I 
would  sooner  wish  to  see  any  Mark  of  Respect  &  Attention  ehown. 
You  will  therefore  be  good  enough  to  take  out  the  Register  in  the 
Name  first  given. 

I  am,  with  great  Regard, 

Gen*,  your  most 

Obed.  Hbble.  Serv., 

JOS.  REED. 

March  24, 1779. 

Directed, 

To  Mew"  Blair  MeClenaohan,  and  Matthew  IrwiA,  Merdianta. 


Rbsolution  op  Congrkss,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania ; 

Wednesday,  March  24«S  1779. 

The  House,  taking  into  Consideration  the  State  of  the  Officers  of 
the  Navy  of  this  Commonwealth,  came  to  the  following  Resolutions : 

Reaolved, 

That  the  Officers,  Seamen  and  Marines,  employed  in  the  Naval 
Service  of  this  State,  be  intitled  to  all  the  Allowances  and  Benefits 
to  which  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  this  State  employed  in  the 
Armies  of  the  United  States  are  intitled  by  the  Resolutions  passed 
in  this  House  the  thirteenth  Instant. 

And  whereas,  the  United  States  have  granted  half  pay  for  and 
during  the  Space  of  Seven  Years  to  the  last  described  Officers,  and 
not  to  the  former — it  is  hereby  expressly  declared  and  agreed,  That  the 
half  pay  allowed  the  Naval  Officers  now  employed,  or  hereafter  to  be 
employed  by  this  State,  and  that  shall  remain  in  said  Employment 
or  Service  during  the  Continuation  of  the  present  War,  shall  com- 

*  See  Col.  Bcc,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  724. 
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mcDoe  upon  the  TcrmiDation  of  b'  War  and  be  continued  daring 
their  lives* 

Besolved, 

That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  desired  and  authorized 
to  carry  the  second  and  third  of  the  said  Kesolutions  into  immediate 
Execution. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes.* 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr.,  Clk.  of 

the  Gen*  Assemblj. 

Directed. 

The  Honourable^  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Pbbs.  Bbed  to  John  Imlat,  1779. 

Council  Chamber ; 

March  24, 1779. 
Sir, 

By  Desire  of  the  Board  at  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  preside,  the 
Bearer  waits  upon  you  Express  for  Information  touching  a  Passport 
or  other  Permission  given  by  Gen.  Arnold  to'  the  Schooner  Lovely 
Nancy,  or  charming  Nancy,  last  Summer.  We  would  wish  you  to 
certify  the  Nature  &  Import  of  the  Passport;  the  Time  when  it  was 
granted ;  whether  during  the  Enemie's  stay  in  Philad. ;  to  whom 
the  Vessel  appeared  to  belong ;  &,  such  other  Circumstances  as  your 
Memory  may  furnish  to  elucidate  the  first  Article  or  Reason  in  the 
inclosed  Resolves.  Council  have  also  been  informed,  that  you  have 
in  your  Possession  a  Letter  from  Gen.  Arnold  of  a  very  extraordi- 
nary Nature  on  that  Subject,  which  we  beg  you  to  transmit.  Your 
Sense  of  Justice,  as  well  as  Regard  to  the  Authority  of  this  State, 
will,  we  doubt  not,  be  sufficient  Motives  to  induce  you  to  comply 
with  our  Request. 

I  am,  with  due  Regard, 

Sir,  Yuur  obed.  Hbble.  Sev., 

JOS.  REED. 

IXreeted, 

Ilhble.  John  Imlay,  Esq',  Allen  Town. 

*  Sec  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  727. 
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Matthkw  Irwin  &c.,  to  Pbbs.  Bsed,  1779. 

Sir, 

Your  fav*  of  this  morn'g  I  daelj  reo<,  together  with  a  resolve  of 
the  Honorable  Goimofl  appointing  Mr.  Blair  M'Clenachan  and  my- 
self agents  for  the  New  Ship.  We  return  yonr  Ezoelienoj  oar 
thanks  for  this  mark  of  Confidence,  and  we  do  assure  you,  we  shall 
upon  this  and  every  other  occasion,  use  oar  ntmost  exertions  for  the 
Interest  and  honor  of  the  State.  Tomorrow  we  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  recommending,  saeh  officers  as  we  may  think  most  deserving,  and 
let  TOO  know  wbut  encooragem*  we  think  should  be  offered  them. 

The  Register  has  not  yet  been  taken  out  for  this  Vessell, — rt- 
ijitest  yon  will  give  us  leave  to  call  her  therein  the  General  R^. 

I  am.  For  Mr.  Blair  M'CIeiiachan  &  Self, 

Yonr  Exoellenoys  most  ob'd<  ham.  Serv*, 

MATH'W  IRWIN .♦ 
2&lk  March,  1779. 


Prbs.  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779; 

Philadelphia^  25th  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

Yoa  will  receive  herewith  enclosed.  Copies  of  several  Acts  of 
GongresB,  Vis^,  one  of  the  22nd  Inst,  directing  a  copy  of  an  Act  of 
the  oth  of  March  last,  respecting  the  Controui  of  Congress  by  Ap- 
peal in  the  last  Resort  overall  Jurfsdictions  for  deciding  the  Legality 
of  Captures  on  the  High  Seas,  to  be  sent  to  the  several  States,  which 
h  accordingly  enclosed — another  of  the  22nd  May,  relatiye  to  the 
eikcbange  c^  Oitiiens  in  captivity  with  the  Indians — and  <me  of  the 
22nd  Inst.,  directing  that  Continental  officers  ezchsnged,  and  not 
continued  in  Service  be  considered  as  Supernumerary  Officers. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  JAr,  Prcsid. 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

*  See  pAge  268. 

Vol.  VII.— 12 
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M.  Ibwin,  Sec.  TO  Pres  Beed,  1779. 

Philada.,  27th  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  fav  of  Yesterday  we  duly  received,  and  shall  obey  your 
orders  respect'g  the  name  of  the  Ship. 

We  DOW  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  your  Excellency 
three  Gentlemen ;  they  are  in  our  opinion  the  best  qualified  of  any 
in  this  place  for  Comman'g  your  Ship,  and  either  of  them  to  whom 
you  are  pleased  to  give  a  preference  will  be  agreeable  to  us, — Cap* , 
James  Montgomery*  who  Commanded  one  of  the  Gnllies  when  they 
fought  the  Koe  Buck,  Gap"  Houston  who  lately  Commanded  the 
Brig  Convention,  and  Cap"  Green,  now  in  the  Employ  of  the  Conti- 
nent. Marinera  being  Scarce,  we  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  offer 
every  able  Bodyed  Seaman  one  hundred  Dollars  advance,  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  Prize  money  which  they  may  hereafter  be  entitled 
to. 

The  Captured  Veasells  should  in  our  opinion  be  divided  agreeable 
to  the  Continental  regulations,  by  which  the  Cap"  &  Crew  are  en- 
titled to  the  full  Neat  proceeds  of  all  the  British  Kings  Vessells  and 
British  Privateers,  ana  one  half  of  all  Letters  of  marque  and  un- 
commissioned Vessels. 

The  former  owners  of  the  General  Green  not  haveiog  had  a  suffi- 
tient  number  of  Guns  provided  to  equip  her  compleatly  for  a  Vessel* 
of  War^  and  the  Guns  they  had  provided  not  being  all  of  the  same 
weight  of  metal,  request  your  Excellency  will  recommend  us  to  the. 
Continental  31arine  Board  for  the  loan  of  such  necessarys  as  they- 
oan  supply  us  with,  and  allso  give  us  an  order  on  Mr.  Henry  for 
Buch  articles  as  he  may  have  in  his  possestion. 

As  we  are  fully  convinced  that  one  Vessell  will  not  be  a  match 
for  the  Privateers  that  now  Infest  our  Capes,  we  have  apply ed  to 
Mr^  Nesbit,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Cutter,  to  know  if  he  will  hire 
her  to  the  State  for  one  Cruize  to  go  in  Consort  with  the  Ship ;  he , 
said  he  would  speak  to  his  Partners,  and  when  the  applycation  came 
from  your  Excellency  would  be  prepared  for  giveing  an  answer. 

As  a  great  majority  of  the  merchants  of  this  place  (yesterday 
assembled)  conceive  it  would  be  of  the  utmost  Importance  to  the 
Trade  of  this  place  to  have  this  plan  adopted,  request  your  Excel- 
lency will  endeavour  to  Charter  the  Cutter  for  one  Cruize,  as  it  is 
the  general  opiniou^  and  for  the  general  good,  that  those  Vessells 
should  hav6  one  Cruize  in  Consort ;  think  the  Cutter's  owners  can 

*  Appointed.    Seo  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  781. 
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bj  no  means  refuse.     We  think  we  shall  have  the  Ship  ready  for 
sea  as  soon  a^  the  Cutter  can  be  prepared. 
We  are  Yonr  Ezeellencjs 

Most  Obd*  hnmble  Serv<*' 

BLAIR  M'CLKXACHAN, 
MATTH'W  IRWIN. 
We  think  it  is  necessary  the  Cap*  sho'  be  immediately  appointed. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Sbc't.  Matlack  to  J.  D.  Seboeant,  1779. 

Sir, 

Conncil  having  advanced  to  Jesse  Jordan,  Waggon  Maateri  the 
enm  of  £450^  which  it  is  expected  the  repayment  of  depends  on  the 
recovery  of  the  money  due  to  him  from  General  Arnold.  The 
Council  therefore  direct  me  to  enquire  of  yoa  whether  effectual  mea- 
sures have  been  taken  to  obtain  proper  surety  for  the  Gen'le  appear- 
ance to  answer  the  demand. 

I  am^  with  due  respect, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

T'Y  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

To  J.  D.  Seijeant^  Esq'.    March  27th,  1779. 


Pbbs.  Reed  to  Lieutenants,  4c.,  1779. 

In  Conncil ; 

Philadelphia,  March  27th,  1779. 

On  the  Inst,  after  several  Conferences  with  a  Committee 

of  Congress  on  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers,  the  House  of  Assembly 
resolved  to  commit  the  whole  Business  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
Connoil,  who  were  to  act  in  Concert  with  Congress  &  Gen^  Wash- 
ington on  this  important  Business.  Upon  this,  as  Conference  by 
Letters  is  very  tedious  &  nnsatisfaotory,  the  Presid.  proposed  to  go 
to  the  Camp  &  confer  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  Person,  which 
he  has  accordingly  done  very  much  to  his  &  our  Satisfaction.  The 
General  expressed-  his  full  Sense  of  the  Importance,  Necessity  & 
Duty  of  taking  the  most  vigorous  k  speedy  Measures  for  the  Support 
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&  Protoetion  of  the  Fro&tiera*  Socfa  Ptirts  of  the  Plan  as  are  not 
necessanlj  kept  secret  ia  order  to  be  more  effectu&llj  executed 
we  cheerfally  conimoDicate  to  you,  &  hope  it  will  prove  a  most 
powerful  Encourageiheui  to  our  distressed  &  appreheusive  Friends 
to  stand  their  Ground.  A  very  respectable  Force,  which  has  been 
stationed  for  some  Time  at  Sohohary,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
under  Qcn.  Hand,  is  ordered  over  to  the  Frontiers  of  Northampton 
&  Northumberland,  and  will,  as  far  as  any  stationary  Force  can  do, 
afford  ample  Protection  to  those  two  Counties.  It  is  also  concluded 
to  raise  5  Oompanied  of  Rangers,  making  380  Men  in  the  whole,  to 
whom  such  Encouragement  will  be  given  as  we  hope  will  raise  tho 
Men  without  Difficulty.  The  Commander  in  Chief  has  also  ordered 
Col.  Rawlins's  Reg*  now  at  Frederick  Town,  in  Maryland,  guarding 
the  British  Prisoners,  to  march  to  Fort  Pitt,  &  to  be  stationed  at 
Kittanny  or  other  suitable  Place  to  cover  the  Frontiers  of  West- 
moreland &  Bedford.  In  the  mean  Time  we  have  ordered^  Detach- 
ments from  the  Militia  of  to  march  with  all  possible  Expedition 
for  the  immediate  Protection  of  Bedford  &  Westmoreland.  It  is 
Also  8  very  encouraging  Circumstance  that  Gen.  Hand,  who  ia  to 
oommand  on  the  Frontiers  of  North"  &  Northumberland,  &  Col. 
Broadhead  at  Fort  Pitt,  are  both  Inhabitants  of  this  State,  &  will 
have  every  Indneement  &  Motive  to  exeit  themselves  to  the  utmost. 
But  we  are  farther  to  acquaint  you,  that  these  are  only  Part£  of  the 
System;  for  it  is  fully  determined  to  penetrate  into  the  Indian 
Country,  &  by  a  seasonable,  vigorous  Stroke  make  them  feel  the 
Weight  of  the  American  Arms.  Measures  are  taking  for  this  Pur- 
pose; but  you  will  see  the  evident  Propriety  of  Silence  on  this 
Subject,  &  we  may  venture  to  assure  you  that  it  has  every  Appear- 
ance of  being  successful  &  decisive. 

We  have  now  only  to  add,  that  feeling  as  we  do  most  sincerely  for 
your  calamitous  Situation,  no  Attention  Care,  or  Consideration  shall 
be  wanting,  to  relieve  it  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  that  as  far  as  we 
are  enabled  by  the  Assembly  in  the  necessary  supplies,  we  shall  do 
every  Thing  in  our  Power,  for  your  comfort  &  Protection.  We 
have  it  under  Deliberation  to  offer  a  Reward  for  Indian  Scalps ;  but 
it  involves  in  it  some  Considerations  of  a  political  Nature  affecting  the 
general  System  of  tl  e  War  with  Great  Biitain ;  however,  if  it  will 
answer  an  effectual  Purpose  beneficial  to  you,  we  shall  not  hesitate 
to  do  it.  We  would  wish  you  to  make  the  Contents  of  this  Letter 
as  generally  known  by  sending  Copies  or  otherwise  as  you  can,  & 
use  your  utmost  Influence  to  prevail  upon  the  Inhabitants  not  to 
abandon  their  Habitations  when  there  is  such  a  Prospect  of  Support. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  S., 

J.  R.,  Presid. 

1779,  March  27th.  To  the  Lieutenants  of  Bedford,  Westmore- 
land and  Northumberland^  &  to  Bri**  James  Potter  &  Hon.  Tbos. 
Scott  &  others. 
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HBSOLUTIOir  01>  OeVSBAL  ASSBMBLTy  1779« 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvaniai 

Mondaj,  March  29, 1779. 

The  following  Resolution  from  the  Honourable  the  Congress  was 
-received  and  read  and  ordered  to  be  mserted  in  the  Minntes. 

In  Congress,  March  20, 1779. 

ResoWed,  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  two  Millions  of  Dollars  be 
granted  on  Loan  to  the  State  of  Pennsjivtnia,  at  Six  ^  cent  ^ 
annum,  a^eeable  to  the  request  of  the  said  State,  and  that  the 
Board  of  Treasury  prepare  and  repoit  a  proper  Resolntion  on  the 
Subject. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CH AS.  THOMSON,  SeoY 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Oen>  Ass'y, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr., 

Crk  of  Gen>  Ass'y. 


Pbbs't  Rbbd  to  Mons.  Gerard,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  29^  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  Very  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  any  RepresentaCons  which 
may  gi^e  you  a  moment's  Concern.  But  when  Persons  so  far  forget 
themselves  as  not  only  to  violate  the  Laws  of  the  Country  from 
which  during  their  Residence  they  derive  Protection,  &  to  wbich 
they  consequently  owe  Respect  &  Ohedience,  but  those  Laws  of 
Honour  &  Propriety  which  are  every  where  binding,  I  think  it  a 
Duty  I  owe  you  &  the  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Nation  to  enable  you 
to  make  proper  Distinctions.  And  as  the  Parties  have  forfeited  all 
Claim  to  that  favourable  &  respectable  Notice  to  which  the  Subjects 
of  France  will  ever  be  entitled  here,  to  acquaint  you  that  the  civil 
Magistrate  has  received  Directions  to  put  the  Laws  fully  into  Exe- 
cution. 

T  have  the  Honour  to  bej  with  great  Regard,  &  very  sincere 
IVishes  for  your  better  Health, 

Sir,  Your  moat  Obed« 

&  Very  HbhL  Serr. 
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Prbs't  Rsbd  to  Prbs't  07  Cokg&bss,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  March  29th^  1779. 
Sir, 

Bj  a  Certificate  signed  by  Beig.  Pasobal,  Esq  ,  One.  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  in  this  City,  it  appears  that  Affidavits  have  been 
taken  before  him  by  Messrs.  Clarkson  &  Franks,  in  one  or  both  of 
whieh  are  aome  particulars  respecting  me.  These  Affidavits  I  am 
well  informed  are  now  before  Congress,  and  the  Deponents  are 
about  going  to  Carolina.  As  there  was  not  the  least  Notice  of  tho 
taking  them,  &  they  are  now  made  a  publick  Use  of,  I  must  request 
you  will  direct  the  Secretary  to  furnish  me  with  Copies,  or  permit 
me  to  see  in  what  manner  I  am  affected  by  them. 

By  the  Desire  of  Council  I  am  also  to  acquaint  you  that  the 
above  two  Gentlemen  are  considered  by  this  Board  as  material  Wit- 
nesses in  the  Complaint  ag*  Major  Oen.  Arnold,  if  your  Hon.  Body 
shall  order  a  Tryal  thereupon.  We  rely  therefore  fully  upon  the 
Wisdom  &  Justice  of  Congress  to  adopt  such  Measures  for  procuring 
their  Teatimoi^  as  are  within  their  Power,  &  as  they  shall  deem 
conducive  to  the  Investigation  of  Truth  &  Advancement  of  Justice. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obcd.  Hbbl.  Ser. 
Indonedf  . 

To  His  Excellency  John  Jay,  Esq. 


President  Reed  to  Col.  Proctor,  1779. 

Council  Chamber,  March  29, 1779. 
Sir, 

Pursuant  to  the  Directions  you  communicated  this  Morning  from 
the  Board  of  War  to  receive  an  Arrangement  from  me  of  the  Defence 
of  the  River.  Tou  will  please  to  detach  from  your  Regiment  30 
Men,  properly  officered  to  take  Post  at  Billingsport — a  like  Detach- 
ment of  20  men  to  Mud  Island.  The  Troops  will  occupy  the  Bar- 
racks at  each  Place,  the  Workmen  at  Mud  Island  giving  their  Room 
to  the  Troops,  unless  by  mutual  agreement  Room  can  be  made  also 
for  the  Workmen  who  are  employed  in  Work  tending  to  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Troops.  When  the  Garrisons  have  taken  Possession 
of  their  respective  Posts  the  command*  Officers  will  pay  a  particular 
attention  to  inward  bound  Vessels,  &  none  be  suffered  to  pass  Bil- 
lingsport without  satisfaction  to  the  Officer  there  commanding  of 
their  friendly  Intentions,  &  then  to  pass  by  Mud  Island  on  a  signal 
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given  from  Billingsporty  as  directed  hy  you,  ft  made  Known  to  the 
respectiTe  Officers.  Tou  will  recommend  to  them  not  #to  ffiTs  any 
unnecessary  Belay,  k  to  treat  the  Vessels,  whether  Americans  or 
Allies,  with  Respect  &  Kindness.  As  the  Accomodations  are  not  so 
so  good  as  could  be  wish'd  at  present,  it  may  be  proper  to  relicTe 
once  a  Week  or  Fort-night,  as  will  be  most  agreeable  to  the  Troops. 
It  is  expected  that  4  more  pieces  of  Gannon  are,  or  will*  be  soon 
sent  to  BiUingsportwith  suitable  ammunition,  &  two  to^Mud  Island, 
but  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  or  the  Field  Officer  who  may 

f>  down  with  the  Men,  to  report  to  me,  as  soon  as  oonvenienti  what 
rovisioD  there  is  for  Defence  as  well  as  the  comfort  of  the  Men,  & 
what  will  be  farther  necessary — and  so  from  Time  to  time  as 
Occasions  may  require. 

You  will  also  direct  the  Officer  command*  at  each  Place  to  give 
me  the  earliest  notice  of  every  Occurrence  of  Consequence,  &  be 
assured  that  I  thall  pay  a  particular  attention  to  the  Corps  on  this 
as  weU  as  every  other  Occasion. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  &  very 

Hbbl.  Serv. 

Directed, 

To  Colonel  Tho-  Proctor. 


Sbc'y  T.  Matlack  to  Col.  John  Browht,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  March  29, 1779. 

Sir, 

Ilaving  lately  taken  the  liberty,  under  the  signature  of  T.  G.,  to 
use  a  publication  signed  by  you,  I  now  beg  leave  to  enclose  to  you 
the  proceediDgs  of  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania  in  a  case  relating  to 
the  conduct  of  Major  General  Arnold.  Every  day  turns  up  some* 
thing  new  relating  to  the  course  of  this  Phenomenon  :  and  I  shall 
send  you  the  further  proceedings  in  his  case  as  soon  as  they  are 
closed,  as  it  is  probable  they  will  prodace  important  consequences 
one  way  or  another.  I  am,  altho  a  stranger  to  your  person,  with 
great  respect, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  M.  Sec^. 

Directed^ 

To  Lieu*  Gol^  John  Brown  at  Pittsfield  in  Connecticut. 
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B&X^.  GSKL.  iDUPORTAIL  TO  Pa»i'x  Bup,  1779, 

Philadelphia!  29  maroh^  1779. 

Sir,      ♦ 

I  will  be  mabfa  obliged  to  jour  ezoellencj  to  let  me  Know  a9  8oo|i 
«s  possible  the  resolution  of  the  Coancil  about  this  matter— if  they 
are  pleased  to  let  me  execute  the  orders  of  general  Washington,  and 
have  the  means  necessary  or  not;  in  the  latter  Case  I  ynll  be  glad 
to  have  their  Refusal  in  writing  for  my  discharge. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  Bespeoti 

of  your  ezcellenoy  the  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  aertant, 

LB  CH«  DUPORTAIL. 

DirecteJj 

To  his  excellency  general  Reed. 


John  Bead  to  Council,  1779. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  The  Honourable  Vice  President  & 
Hon*  the  Members  of  the  Executive  CouQoil  of  the  Gemmon 
Welth  of  Pennsylyania. 

The  l^Iemorial  of  John  Read,  Barrack  Master,  Humbly  presents— 

That  there  is  due  to  your  Memorialist  a  considerable  number  of 
Rations  by  Will"  Crispin,  EaKf  Commissary  of  Provisions,  sence  the 
ETacuation  of  Fort  Mifflin  untiU  the  16th  of  August  last  which  said 
Crispin  refuses  to  Issue  unless  an  order  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Executive  Council  for  that  purpose,  as  the  order  he  received  from 
the  Board  of  Warr,  aQd  State  Navy  Board  he  has  either  lost  or 
mislade. 

That  your  Memorialist  has  constantly  attended  his  duty  as  Barracic 
Master  nom  the  Evacuation  of  Fort  Mifflin  to  the  IGth  of  August, 
as  aforesaid,  until  he  was  ordered  by  Col.  Melcher,  Barrack  Master 
G-eneral,  to  close  his  transactions  aa  a  State  Barrack  Master. 

Your  Memoralist  Prays  that  he  may  be  reinstated  as  Barrack 
Master  in  said  State,  haveng  been  appointed  as  such  by  the  Com- 
mitty  of  safety,  as  will  appear  by  his  Instructions  attending  the 
Memorial,  besides  the  several  departments  set  forth  in  said  Instru(^ 
ions,  he  iuA  the  care  of  the  Banks  on  Port  Island,  untiil  Ordered 
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bytbe  Board  of  warr  to  etdfjaj  the  Ditchers  and  Ijaboaren  qnder 
hia  direetioDs  to  work  at  the  Mveral  Fortificatioos  then  on  Hand 
nstil  the  aproaoh  of  thd  Enemj,  the  loss  snstained  &  m j  long  services 
will  I  trust  recommend  me  to  the  Indulgenee  of  those  requests,  and 
tm  in  datj  boond  jfiU  e?er  Fr|tj. 

JNO.  BEAD. 

S9  M anA,  1779. 


Col.  Lbwis  Farveb  70  Council,  1779. 

Philada.  Matoh  29tb,  1779. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Excutive  Council. 
Gentlemen  I 

The  Ooods  I  Bought  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  of  this  State  amount 
to  £25d00,  about  eight  hundred  Dollars  Callei  iw  SmiasieDt  are  in 
m  J  hands. 

Would  pray  your  honours  wonld  be  pleased  to  supply  me  with 
money  to  Discharge  the  Debts  as  the  People  of  whom  I  Boogbt  begin 
to  be  uneasyi  been  kept  out  of  their  Money  99  longi  Some  f  buse  me 
on  acc^  of  it. 

I  am  iGentlemen  your 

Tery  humble  Servant, 

LEWIS  PARMER.* 


Bby.  Wm.  Boobrs  to  Pbbs.  Rbbb,  1779 

Phila.,  March  29,  79. 
May  it  please  your  Ezgellenoy, 

Council  having  granted  my  Petitioti  Respecting  Gloatfaing  I  flatter 
myself  they  will  extend  unto  me  .while  on  Duty  in  this  Qarrison  the 
Prjgrilef^ge  of  Pirawing  those  Articles  mentioned  in  the  late  Resolves  of 
Assembly  for  the  support  &  comfort  of  their  officers — ^I  have  conferred 
with  Col.  Proctor  on  the  subject,  be  says  that  if  your  Honble  Board 
Bijgnify  their  approbation  he  will  Rel»rn  me  to  Cc4.  Farmer  with  his 
offioefi  so  that  4he  whole  may  be  Issued  together  &  the  Pecso^ 
authorifed  to  Receive  fer  them  may  at  the  same  time  Receive  for  me 
that  the  Trouble  may  be  but  one-v-^I  shall  in  the  Courpo  of  a  Day  or 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XI.,  p.  728. 
12* 
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Two  Turnisli  joor  Excelleody  with  %  Oertifloate  of  mj  beiag  u 
Brigade  Chaplain  in  the  Penne*  Line  ordered  to  attend  Daty  in  this 
Garrison — Hoping  that  Counoil'  maj  grant  m j  Request — I  oonolode 
by  wishing  that  every  Possible  Blessing  may  be  the  Portion  of  tbe 
Supreme  Authority  of  this  State  and  that  your  Bzoellency  may  live 
to  see  many  happy  Days. 

W.  BOaERS^  B.  Ghftplain. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed|  Bsq''|  Presid*  of  the  Supreme  Exe- 
cutive Council. 


PRBS.   OF   CONORBSS  TO  PrES.  BbED^  1779. 

Philadelphia,  30  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Exeellenoy  herewith 
enclosed,  two  copies  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  tbe  29th  Inst,  on  tb^ 
subject  of  a  Conieronoe  with  the  asKmbly  and  executive  CounoH  of 
Pennsylvania. 

I  am  with  great 

Bespect,  your  Excellencys 

most  obed't  Servant, 

JOHN  JAT,  Preaid't 

P.  S.  Copies  of  the  Depositions  of  Majors  Clarkson  k  Franks  are 
also  enclosed.* 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  President  Beed. 


pRSS.  Bbsd  to  C.  J.  TfiOMAQ  McKban,  1779. 

In  Gouncilj 

Philada.,  March  80, 1779. 

Sir, 

During  my  late  IndiEqposition  an  intercepted  Letter  was  sent  me 
from  Oen.  Maxwell,  ugned  Sam.  R.  Fisher,  which  appearing  of  a 
criminal  Nature  was  laid  before  you,  for  your  Consideration  ft  that 
you  should  take  such  order  therein  as  publiok  Justice  might  direct. 
Having  heard  nothing  in  answer  I  must  request  you  to  acquaint  the 

*  Not  foatid. 
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Botrd  what  is  done,  or  whether  any  thing  can  be  done  in  this  affiur 
foa  the  PauiBhm*  &  Preyention  of  BOoh  praotioei. 

I  am  Sifi  with  dae 

Respect  &  Regard  jonr 

moBt  obed.  Hbbl  Sery't, 

J.  R.,  Pres*.* 

JXreeiedj 

Hnble  Tho*  M«Kean,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice  ^. 


Council  to  J.  D.  Sergeant,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  March  30, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Conndl  request,  that  yon  will  enqnire  of  Mr.  Shewell  what, 
jor  whether  any  e?idenee  he  oan  gi?e  respecting  the  property  of  Oen. 
Arnold  in  the  Charming  Nanoy  and  the  time  when  he  beoame  ia- 
tereated,  and  particularly  whether  the  General  had  any  property  in 
her  at  the  time  he  gave  the  Passport  &a — If  yon  find  he  oan  give 
any  evidence  herein  the  Council  (ksire  you  will  take  his  deposition, 
giving  notice  to  the  General,  and  let  me  have  it  before  four  o'clock 
to  morrow  afternoon,  at  which  time  the  Conference  is  appointed  to 
be  held  in  the  Assembly  room. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

your  vefy  humble  Servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
(Copy) 

JDirected, 

J.  D.  Sergeant,  E8q^  { 


President  Reed  to  Lieutenants,  &c.,  1779. 

In  Connelly 

Philads  March  30**  1779. 

Sir, 

The  unhappy  State  of  our  Frontiers  which  have  been  already 
struck  and  are  threatened  with  further  Ravages  by  the  Indians  & 
Tories,  demands  our  utmost  Exertion  acrd  Attention.  We  have  the 
fairest  Prospects  that  in  the  Course  of  the  Summer  the  Savages  will 

*  Bee  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  729,  and  page  279  of  this  volnme. 
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yeQeive  BQoh  effMtual  GhtstiBemeDt  ob  will  onoa  BMnra  reBtore  PeMe  k 
Comfort  to  that  distressed  Country.  Some  of  the  Cotttineotai  Troops 
will  be  sent  forward,  &  it  is  condaded  to  raise  5  GomiNiiLies  of  Ran- 
gers. Bat  in  the  mean  Time  Protection  is  necessarj,  which  can 
only  be  given  by  the  Militia.  We  therefore  direct  you  that  imme- 
diately upon  the  Receipt  of  this,  you  call  upon  the  Batallions  of  the 
post,  in  the  Tour  of  Duty,  foe  '^Men,  if  the  Number  cannot  be 
furnished  by  one  Class,  the  Militia  Law  is  to  be  strictly  pujrtsued,  the 
Delinquents  fined  &  so  proceed  to  the  n«zt  Gla8%  as  many  bad  (Jon- 
sequences  have  ensued  from  a  different  Course ;  if  one  Class  does 
not  furnish  the  Men  required,  you  will  proceed  to  the  next,  &  so  on, 
till  the  Number  is  complete.  When  they  are  thus  furnished  you  are 
to  see  them  equipp'd^  in  the  best  Mauner  that  Circcvnstanoes  will 
admit,  &  direct  them  to  be  marched  to  where  the 

County  Lieutenant  will  muster  them,  and  from  him  they  will  receive 
Dit'ections  where  to  take  their  Station  for  the  Defence  &  Protection  of 
our  distressed  Brethren  on  the  Frontiers.  The  Plan  of  the  Enemy 
is  now  to  distress  us  on  the  Coast  ft  Frontiers,  in  order  probably  to 
effect  by  thmr  Onelty  k  Barbarity,  what  they  cannot  by  the  foroe-of 
Arns,  and  as  this  will  fMwbably  be  the  last  Effort  we  hope  if  vigoto 
oualy  ft  effeetually  defeated.  Peace  will  soon  be  establiAed,  om 
lionouraMe  Ternn.  Our  ExpeotatioDS  of  a  Visit  from  the  Enemy, 
from  New  York,  are  too  wdl  gioundcd  to  leave  asy  Prsparati«a 
anmade  for  our  Defence,  ft  fiurnMn  au  unanswerobie  ft  we  hope  aati»- 
iaclory  Re^Mon  against  detatehing  from  the  Militia  of  the  CooMties 
bordering  on  the  Sea,  and  indeed  if  we  do  from  their  Ignoranoe  joC 
the  Woods  ft  the  Mode  of  Fighting  tbey  would  prolb^Uy  Only  con- 
sume the  Provisions  of  the  Country  without  affording  any  useful  or 
effectual  aid. 

T<he  Counties  laying  1)etween  being  in  entire  safety  from  these 
Attacks,  will  we  trust  cheerfully  step  lorth,  ft  on  our  Parts  we  shall 
endeavour  that  every  Thing  necessary  be  provided.  The  greiii 
Destruction  ft  Waste  of  Arms  by  the  Enemy  as  well  as  otherwise, 
will  make  it  absolutely  necessary,  that  the  most  diligent  search  be 
made,  ft  that  every  one  possessed  of  Arms  make  Use  jf  them  as  a 
supply  cannot  be  obtained  from  this. 

We  trust  from  the  Zeal  ft  Alacrity  you  have^hown,  you  will  exert 
your  whole  Weight  Influence  ft  Care  in  doing  the  Business  effectually. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  ft  Very 

Hbble  Ser. 
Indorsed, 
To  the  Lieut'  of  York,  Cumb**  ft  IJancaster  Co^* 
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Petition  op  Wm.  Rush,  1779. 

To  the  HoQoarable  the  Supreme  Ezeoative  Ooonoil  of  the  Common- 

wedth  of  Pebsylvatkia. 

# 

The  petttioo  of  WiUiau  RuBh, 

Who  begs  leave  to  inform  ^onr  Honours  that  ^ing  presaed  ear- 
nestly to  do  some  work  for  the  Oallevs,  y'  Fort  &  some  Carriages, 
which  if  not  done  would  injure  j«  puLlicK  serrip^,  yrhioh  kept  me  in 
the  Citv  till  a  day  or  two  before  y  enemy  oame  into  ijt,  k  then  for 
want  of  orafb  or  carriages  which  was  not  to  1)e  had,  I  was  oblieged 
to  leave  my  effects  behind  me,  which  the  enemy  opon  comeing  into 
the  City  immediately  took  poss'ion  of,  among  which  was  a  quantity 
of  harr  iron,  which,  &  as  I  have  lately  been  informM,  was  made  Into 
hinges  &  other  work  for  y"  gates  h,  redouts  that  y«  enemy  set  u|» 
about  the  City — 

What  I  would  therefore  reCjjuebt  of  yOur  Honours  is,  if  upon  proof 
of  what  I  have  above  related  yoti  should  be  of  oppinion  that  the 
iron  made  nse  of  is  my  property,  you  wflt  please  to  give  me  liberty 
to  take  it,  or  if  made  use  of  for  y  publiol^  that  I  may  be  allowed 
pay  for  it 

And  your  petitioner  «e  in  daty  bpund|  &o. 
Marah  8(Hlb^  1779. 


CEBtrmcAn  01*  Bsr.  Wm.  Bod^sfts^  1779# 

This  is  to  Certify  that  the  Be  v.  Wm.  Sogers,  Brigade  Chaplain 
in  the  Penns*  Line,  w«8  about  the  Middle  of  Last  December  autho- 
ris'd  by  his  Excellency,  Oen^  Washington,  to  attend  Duty  in  this 
Garrison  till  further  Orders ;  In  Consequence  whereof  •  General 
(Mar  Re4>eoling  die  jan9  #ati  lamed  fto  the  GanbAn. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T-  M. 
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MoNS.  Gebard  to  President  Bebd,  1779. 

A  Philadelphie,  le  31  Mars,  1779. 
Monsieor, 

Le  Roi  mon  Maitre^t  trop  juste  pour  ne  pas  Toaloir  qae  ses 
Sojets  qui  se  troavent  dans  les  treize  Etats  Unis  se  soametteDt 
auz  loiz  da  Pays.  Sa  Majesty  m'a  jneme  charge  de  eonooarir  k 
les  leur  faire  observer  autant  qa'il  dependroit  de  moi  et  £Ue  a 
menaoe  de  son  indignation  quiconqae  les  aaroit  viole. 

Je  ne  puis  done  qa'aplandir.  Monsieur,  aux  mesnres  que  vous 
m'annoncds  que  le  Conseil  auquel  vous  presides  est  resolu  de  prendre 
pour  vanger  la  violation  des  loix  et  du  respect  du  i  ses  Mtnistres 
dont  vous  me  parl^.  Je  vous  prie  de  recevoir  mes  remeroimens 
de  votre  attention. 

Je  veuzj  Monsieur,  vous  donner  une  nouvelle  preuve  de  mon 
zele  et  de  mon  exactitude  sur  cet  objet  en  vous  faisant  part  de  Tavis 
que  je  vieos  de  reoevoir,  que  M'  de  Loyant^  et  de  Noirroont 
doivent  se  battre  oe  Soir.  II  n'y  a  pas  un  moment  k  perdre  pour 
prevcnir  cette  nouvelle  oatastropbe. 

J'ai  rbonneur  d'etre  avao.ua  respeotueoz  attaohement,  • 
Monaienr, 

Yotre  tr^  bumble  et  trte 

obeissant  serviteur| 

OEOAAD. 
M'  le  Gnal  Beed,  President  du  Conseil  de  Pensylvanie. 


BssoiiUTiON  OS*  Gbnkbal  Abbbhbly,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 

Wednesday,  March  Slfity  1779. 
On  Motioui 

fiesolved. 

That  the  President  and  Oonnoil  be,  and  they  are  here!^  im< 
powered,  to  hire  or  Charter  one  or  more  Ships  or  other  armed  Ves- 
sells,  to  cruize  for  the  Protection  of  Trade,  in  Consort  with  the  Ship 
General  Green  or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  think  most  adviseable ; 
and  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  such  Sums  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  above  purpose,  which  draughts  the  Treasurer  is  hereby 
required  to  pay. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jun., 

Clerk  of  the  Gen.  Ass'y. 
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0.  J.  McEban  to  Pass.  Bbxd,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  Honor  of  a  Letter  from  the  Connoil  of  the  30*^  iDstant,'*' 
respectiDg  an  interoepted  Letter  from  Samuel  B.  Fisher  to  Jabes 
Maad  Fisher  at  New  York.  As  the  affair  was  in  agitation  at  the 
time  I  reoei?ed  jomr  favor,  I  thought  it  best  to  defer  an  answer  nntil 
it  was  finished.  I  have  oommitt^  Samuel  R.  Fisher  to  answer  for 
his  oonduet,  he  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  Enquiry,  bj 
refusing  to  give  any  answer,  whether  it  was  his  hand-writing  or  not, 
&c.,  until  I  had  summoned  several  witnesses  to  prove  it;  he  then 
confessed  it,  and  relied  on  the  innocence  of  his  intentions. 

I  spent  some  hours  in  endeavouring  to  persuade  him  to  enter  into 
a  recognizance  in  £500,  for  his  appearance  at  the  City  court ;  but 
tho'  Mr.  Andrew  Dot  offered  to  join  in  one  with  him  he*  absolutely 
ft  positively  refused :  He  was  accompanied  for  part  of  the  time  by 
his  brother  Miers  Fisher,  and  the  whole  time  by  three  Quakers,  who 
I  understood  were  a  Committee  of  the  yearly  meeting.  This  Com- 
mittee, or  either  of  them,  tho'  importuned  me,  did  not  give  him  OM 
word  of  Advice  to  enter  into  a  recognisance.  They  told  me  that 
many  friends  had  scraples  of  conscienoe  about  giving  Bail  to  answer 
to  ebarges  of  which  they  thought  themselves  innocent.  Whethef 
Mr.  Fiflher^s  conduct  was  owing  to  Enthusiasm,  Obstinacy,  CoatempI 
or  Ignorance,  in  refusing  to  enter  into  a  reoogniaanoe,  is  nniiecesBary 
to  be  determined,  but  he  pleaded  Conscience. 
I  am  Sir,  with  the  utmost 

regard  the  CounciFs  and 

your  Excellency's  Most 

obedient  humble  servant, 

THO.  MoKEAN. 

Philadelphia,  March  Slst,  1779. 

Directedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  &c.|  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Pbbs.  Rebd  to  Brig.  Gek.  Du  Pobtail,  1779. 

March  3  Ist,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  here  inclose  yon  the  Resolutions  of  the  Council  with  Respect  to 
your  Business.  And  as  I  have  ever  entertained  a  very  particular 
Esteem  &  Respect  for  your  Character  &  Abilities,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  impress  like  sentiments  upon  those  Gentlemen  in  Authority  who 

»  See  page  274. 
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bave  not  had  tbe  like  Pleasure  of  jour  acqaaintanoe — &  I  doubt  not 
but  jou  will  pay  a  duo  Eespeot  to  tbe  Wifibea  of  the  Oounoil  as  ex- 
pressed in  tbe  Resolves. 

I  am  Sir  vitb  much 

Respect  &  Regard, 

your  moat  obed.  k 

yery  Hbbl  Serv't 

Directed, 
Brigr  Geo.  D.  Portail. 


Cot.  Smith  to  Pres.  Bbed,  1T79. 
Sir, 

.  After  I  left  tbe  Board,  I  Met  with  Lieut.  Daniel  Darrogh,  that  J 
MB  wiall  Acquainted  with ;  be  serv'  in  the  Ninth  Pens*  R^gS  '^ 
Spirited  and  Brave ;  last  Suqamer  was  left  put  in  the  Araijurement — 
be  baa  Agreed  to  aerve  as  a  1st  Lieu^  if  it  is  agreeable  to  Covnoil  tp 
appoint  him  in  the  Comply  to  Be  Rais'd  in  Lonoaater  Gonntyy  I  bav^ 
pot  tbe  least  I>oubt  he  wjU  aoa'  tbe  Good  pvrposof  Jntended* 

I  am;  with  Great  Satoem,  your  Most  ob* 

&  Very  Humble  Serv^ 

MATTH'W  SMITH. 

Pbila.,  Thursday,  4  O'Cledk,  I 
Aprile  l8t»  1779.  | 

Directed^ 
His  Excelaney,  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  Pbila. 


Gen.  Du  Portail  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Sir. 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  Letter,  with  tbe  annexed  re« 
solve  of  Council.  Sensible  of  the  Confidence  with  which  they  are 
pleased  to  honor  me,  I  aba^  endeavour  to  deserve  it  by  conforpring 
to  their  intentions  with  a  Scrupulous  Exactness. 

I  acknowledge  with  thanks,  Sir,  tbe  advanta^ous  opinion  Your 
Excellency  is  pleased  to  Entertain  and  to  give  of  me.  I  shall  strive 
to  prove  worthy  of  it,  &  to  answer  the  Expectations  of  your  Excel- 
lency &  tbe  Hon'ble  Council ;  infinitely  Satisfied  to  find  in  Serving 
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the  United  States,  an  opportunity  of  being  naeful  to  that  of  Pennsjl- 
vania  in  p^fiicplar. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  respect.  Sir, 

Your  Ezcellenoy's  Most  obedient 

ft  very  hnmble  Serv^ 

LE  CHEV.  DUPORTAIL  ♦ 

Philadelphia,  April  y  Ist,  1779. 

His  Excellency  the  Presid.  of  the  State  of  Penns*. 


Phes.  Reed  to  McClenachan  &  Irwin,  1779. 

* 

In  Council, 

•  Philada.,  April  let,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Paraoant  to  %  Resolution  of  the  Hon*  House  of  Asa'^  passed  yester- 
day, this  Board  have  concluded  to  charttr  the  Cutter  Revenge  for  3 
Nootba,  to  cruize  in  Ooooert  with  the  Oen*  Oreen,  for  which  pujr- 
pose  we  authorize  you  to  apply  to  the  Owners  of  the  s*  Vessel  ^ 
Know  upon  what  Terms  she  can  be  had,  stating  the  same  to  us  in 
writing  as  fully  as  you  can,  with  jojir  own  opiuion  thereupon. 

In  a  former  Letter  you  mentioned  100  Dollars  as  a  Bountv  to  b^ 
given  to  each  able  bodied  Seaman ;  if  this  Encouragement  is  au^- 
oienty  you  will  proceed  upon  it,  but  as  we  think  this  cfinnot  be  your 
Meaning,  we  request  you  state  clearly  a  Plan  of  Terms  to  be  offeredi 
including  the  Pay,  the  Prize  Money,  &  other  usual  Allowances,  &^i 
any  Measures  are  Aecessary  for  the  mannii^  the  s'  Vessels^  you  will 
point  them  out,  as  we  are  resolved  that  no  private  Intej^eat  shall 
Stand  in  Competition  with  the  publick  on  this  Occasion. 

We  shall  consider  the  Reconunendf  tion  of  Officers,  &  oonclnde 
thereon  tomorrow ;  but  by  a  Resolution  both  of  Congress  and  the 
State,  Officen  of  the  Army  who  have  been  Prisoners  or  discharged 
as  merely  supernumerary,  are  entitled  to  a  Preference  of  any  others 
in  such  Service  as  they  are  capable  of.  Tbia  is  a  Resolution  to 
which  we  must  desire  your  Attention  in  ihe  Recommendation  of  tho 
Officers  of  Marines^ 

Your  Application  for  Money  will  be  duly  attended  to,  but  it  is 
usual  in  such  Applications  to  state  the  Sum  requested,  and  as  the 
Treasury  is  at  present  in  a  low  state,  we  must  request  yon  to  be  as 
moderate  as  possible  in  your  Demands. 

I  am^  Qen.y 

Your  Obed.  Hr'ble  Senr. 

*  Beferred  to  in  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  .XI ,  f.  738. 
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Pbbb.  Bbed  to  Board  of  War,  1779. 

Council  Ohamberi 

April  2,  1779. 

QenU^men, 

I  was  yesterday  at  the  Park,  &  find  4  Pieces  of  Cannon  have  been 
sent  down  the  Kiver.  I  could  wish  that  two  more  may  be  sent, 
with  a  couple  of  Mortars,  one  for  Billingsport  &  the  other  for  Mud 
Island,  if  they  could  be  spared.  They  are  much  more  formidable 
to  Ships  who  must  lay  exposed  to  them  than  CannoUi  as  one  suc- 
cessful shell  destroys  the  ship.  There  are  two  or  8  at  the  Park, 
which  Capt.  Joy  informs  me  can  be  spared,  and  should  yon  want 
them  they  can  easily  be  returned.  Their  Marks  &  Devices  will 
always  show  to  whom  they  belong. 

I  have  been  well  informed' that  there  is  a  great  Number  of  Rifles 
at  Carlisle,  that  want  Repair  of  different  Kinds.  It  is  proposed  to 
arm  the  Rangers  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  with 
Rifles,  and  as  these  kind  of  Arms  are  not  in  the  same  Vogue  they 
were  formerly  in  our  own  Army,  it  would,  I  apprehend,  be  no  In- 
convenience to  any  other  Service  to  apply  them  to  this ;  for  this  we 
have  given  all  possible  Encouragement  to  the  Recruits  to  bring 
their  own  Arms ;  the  People  of  that  County  were  so  stripped  in 
'  1775  &  1776  for  the  Continental  Army,  that  they  are  very  destitute. 
I  would  request  that  you  would  give  directions  to  the  proper  Per- 
sons there  immediately  to  repair  them,  or,  if  more  agreeable,  deliver 
them  in  their  present  Condition,  to  a  Person  appointed  by  us,  &  we 
will  take  the  Trouble  of  repairing  them  off"  your  hands. 

As  the  raising  these  Troops  will  necessarily  be  a  work  of  Time,  k 
it  will  be  utterly  improper  to  leave  the  Inhabitants,  especially  of 
Westmoreland  &  Bedford,  destitute  of  Protection  in  the  mean  Time, 
I  have  ordered  250  Militia  from  York,  Cumberland  &  Lancaster,  to 
march  up  immediately,  &  must  beg  you  will  give  the  necessary 
Directions  to  the  Commissary  to  supply  them  with  Provisions ;  as 
fast  as  the  Troops  are  raised  these  Militia  will  be  withdrawn,  and  as 
they  are  instead  of  these  Troops,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  Objection 
to  feeding  them  till  they  are  relieved. 

I  received  a  few  Lines  from  Gen.  Washington  yesterday,  tending 
to  remove  in  part  the  Impressions  his  former  Letter  might  have 
made ;  the  Enemy  have  given  over  their  Expedition,  or  at  least  they 
■0  give  out,  on  ace*  of  the  snow  Storm.  But  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve the  Preparations  made  to  receive  them  had  some  Effect. 

I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Tour  most  obedient  &  hmble  Ser^ 

H'nble  BoMd  of  War. 
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PeKB.  ReBD  to  Cot.  ZSBVLOJS    BUILSB,  1779. 

Coanoil  Chamber, 

April  2, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Board  of  War  delivered  me  a  Copy  of  your  Letter  to  them 
respeiiting  the  late  Attack  &  Depredations  on  the  Frontiers.  It 
gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  find  so  vigorous  &  spirited  an  Exertion 

00  the  Occasion,  &  as  all  other  Considerations  yield  to  those  of  com- 
mon Safety  &  Defenoei  I  hope  no  Disputes  &  Differences  will  arise 
between  the  Settlers  under  the  different  Claims,  but  perfect  Union 
&  Harmony  prevail|  so  as  to  enable  both  to  exert  their  joint  strength 
to  repel  the  common  Enemy.  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  assuring 
yott  thai  the  State  of  the  frontier  Settlements  is  regarded  here  with 
that  attention  which  their  Services  &  Sufferings  most  justly  demand. 

1  lately  went  to  the  Camp  on  purpose  to  confer  with  the  Commander 
in  Chief  on  this  important  Subject,  &  have  the  Pleasure  of  assuring 
you  that  he  is  fully  impressed  with  a  like  sense  of  your  Danger  & 
Merit,  &  that  thv  most  effectual  Measures  are  in  Train,  not  merely 
to  protect  ^  defend,  but  to  make  the  Sa^ges  &  the  more  Savage 
Christians  among  them,  feel  the  Weight  of  the  American  Arms. 
Befere  this  reaches  you,  I  hope  you  have  rec*  a  Reinforcement  from 
Genl.  Hand,  A  that  in  Case  of  any  future  attempt,  you  will  not  only 
be  able  to  repel  but  to  chaAtise  &  disappoint  it  effectually.  I  would 
wish  you  to  give  all  possible  fittoouragement  to  the  apprehensive 
Settlers  to  stand  their  Qrouad,  as  they  will  undoubtedly  be  sup- 
ported, &  believe  that  laying  aside  all  Distinctions  here  but  those  of 
Friends  &  Enemies  to  the  Amerioan  Cause  of  Freedom  &  Virtue, 
we  are  resolved  to  do  every  Thing  in  our  Power  to  give  Effectual 
Support  &  Protection. 

I  shall  be  glad  at  all  Times  to  hear  from  you  on  affairs  of  a  pub- 
lick  Nature,  £  most  readily  return  the  Civility  as  well  as  render  you 
any  particular  Service. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  ft  very 

Hbbl.  Serv.y 

JOS.  KEED. 
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Rbsoltttiox  or  <}snbral  Assbmblt,  1779. 

la  General  Aesemblj  of  Peansjlyania, 

Friday,  April  2d,  1779. 

The  PeUtioD  signed  by  John  Haselwood  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
others  officers  of  the  State  Navy^  was  read  a  seoond  time  and  there- 
upon, 

£esolved| 

Thai  it  be  referred  4o  the  Sapreme  Ezeeutive  Coanoil. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

.   JOHN  MORRIS,  jr., 

Cik  of  Uen.  Ase'y.*' 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Rebd,  1779. 

War  Office,  ApT  2d,  1779. 
Sir; 

The  Bearer  is  the  Express  who  eame  from  Wioming  with  Che 
Dispatches  from  Ool  Butler.  Should  your  Excellency  have  Letters 
to  send  on  the  subject  he  will  carry  them  if  yon  think  proper.  As 
the  oondnot  of  the  British  on  the  Frontiers  is  oat  of  the  Hands  of 
the  Board«  we  oan  take  no  steps  in  the  Matter. 

I  have  the  Honor  to 

be  with  great  respect, 

your  very  obed.  8erv% 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

In  Behalf  of  the  Board. 

Directedy 
liia  Exoellency  President  Reed. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  788. 
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McClenaohan  &  Irwin  to  Prbs.  Bbed,  1779. 

Philad.  2d  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

Toar  Ezcellenoj's  fav^  of  yesterday  we  daely  received  agreeable 
to  your  orders  we  waited  upon  the  owners  of  the  Catter,  their  termff 
are  as  follows— 

1.  Gapti  CaDoiDgfaam  sball  be  continaed  in  the  command  of  her, 
atd  the  officers  whom  he  hap  appointed  shall  hold  their  respective 
stations  on  board.  It  is  said  and  we  believe,  Capt.  Cunningham 
knows  bettef  how  to  manage  such  a  vessell  than  any  other  Person 
here  and  there  is  no  doubt'  of  his  Bravery. 

2.  The  State  shall  Inanre  the  Cutter  at  the  price  she  cost  the 
present  owners. 

8.  The  State  shall  return  the  Cutter  in  as  good  condition  as  they 
receive  her,  or  pay  as  much  as  three  Judges  now  appointed,  shall 
adjudge  adequate  to  the  damage  she  may  sustain. 

4.  The  State  shall  pay  the  owners  of  the  Cutter  at  the  rate  of  Ten* 
thousand  pounds  ^  month  while  in  the  State  service. 

These  are  the  lowest  terms  of  the-  owners,  and  tho'  they  are  higher 
than  we  could  wish,  yet  we  are  fully  convinced  your  Excellency  will 
be  serving  the  State  by  chartering  her  at  this  rate,  and  we  do  assure 
you,  that  we  would  not  hesitate  in  taking  her  on  our  private  ace**  on 
those  terms,  as  this  is  much  the  best  Season  for  Cruizing. 

Should  you  conclude  to  take  her,  we  think  we  can  man  both  her 
and  the  ship,  by  giving  the  Crew's  three  fourths  of  all  Commissioned 
Vesaells,  and  one  half  of  Letters  of  marque  &  merohaAtmen  unarmed 
therefore  reoommend  to  yon,  not  to  give  a  larger  shaie  of  the  Priie 
money  to  the  Crew's,  and  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  the  States 
rfiare  of  prise  money  will  more  than  doubly  repaj  all  ezpences  &c* 
We  recomniend  it  to  your  Excellency  to  give  the  officers  &  men 
the  cvstomary  monthly  Wages  lately  givw  by  the  State. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  advance  each  able  Bodyed  Seaman  ono; 
kmidred  Dollars^  and  Landsmen  Fifty  DoU"*  or  more  if  we  should 
ind  a  larger  sum  needful,  in  order  to  indnoe  them  to  enter,  this  ad- 
vaaoe  aoiiey  to  be  ^reaftev-  deducted  from  their  Wages  or  Priso 
money. 

If  you  dont  take  tha  Gutter  would  advise  your  giving  the  crew  of 
the  Ship  the  whole  of  all  Kings  Vcssells  nod  Privateers,  and  one 
half  of  Letters  of  marque  &  unarmed  Vessells,  by  which  encouragement 
the  State  Ship  will  get  maned  before  the  Cutter,  or  any  othes  Private 
Vessell,  and  it  may  probably  induce  them  to  make  a  better  Battle 
than  they  wo'  do  for  a  smaller  share.  "  ' 

But  if  you  send  the  Vessells  in  consort  (as  we  before  mention)  we 
would  not  give  the  Crew's  more  than  three  fourths  the  Commissioned 
Vessells,  and  one  half  of  Letters  of  marque  &  unarmed  Vessells. 
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When  we  meet  with  a  supernnmery  officer  who  will  accept  of  the 
Conimflnd  of  the  marines,  and  qualifjed  for  the  office,  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  recommend'g  him,  Mr.  Patterson  has  been  in  the  service 
of  the  Continent  from  the  first  of  the  War  till  lately  when  a  dispute 
about  Rank  caused  him  to  resign. 

Shall  be  glad  how  soon  you  determine  about  the  Cutter,  and  allso 
upon  the  Terms  on  which  we  are  to  engage  the  men^  as  sailors  never 
look  upon  themselves  bound  till  they  sign  articles^  which  we  want 
printed  with  all  possable  expedition. 

Request  you  will  give  us  an  order  on  Mr  Styles  for  such  military 
Stores  as  we  may  want  from  him. 

We  are  your  Ezoellency's 

most  obed.  humble  Serv^ 

BLAIR  M«CLENACHAN. 

MATT'W  IRWIN. 

DirecUdf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  ^^q-y  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


BoABD  OF  War  toPres.  Rbed,  1779. 

War  Office,  Ap'l  8,  1779. 

Sir, 

'  The  Reason  of  mentioning  the  Want  of  Ammunition  at  Wioming 
to  you  was  that  as  your  Excellency  bad  lately  been  at  camp,  ft  con- 
ferred with  the  General  on  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers  as  we  un* 
derstood,  it  was  thought  you  were  acquainted  with  the  Plan  formed- 
for  the  supply  of  the  Posts  both  with  Ammunition  &  other  ArtioleSi 
&  if  the  General  had  taken  order  in  the  Matter  our  doing  it  would 
be  unnecessary.  We  have  ordered  five  thousand  Oartridgee  to  be 
aent  from  Easton  where  we  have  about  double  that  Number.  Somo 
permanent  System  should  be  established  for  the  Supply  of  the  Post* 
Perhaps  the  General  has  done  it,  but  we  ate  aaaoquaintod  with  it 

I  am  Sir  with  great 

Respect  your  obed.  Scrv* 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

Directed^ 
Bis  Excellency  President  Reed.  (Private) 
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Board  op  War  to  Prbs.  Bred,  1779. 

War  Offlee,  Satttidaj  MorD'g,  April  3d,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Bearer  mentroned  tbat  Gol.  Butler  desired  him  to  inform  that  he 
had  but  B  very  short  Supply  of  Ammunition.  If  you  will  be  pleased' 
to  make  a  Requisition  for  a  Quantity  it  may  be  delivered  to  the  order 
of  OottBoil  from  our  Ma^aaine  at  Lebanon. 

Your  very  obod.  Serv*, 

R.  PETERS- 

Directed. 

His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


^  P.  Grebnwalt  to  Council,  1779. 

Lebanon^  April  3d,  1779. 

Sir, 

In  Coraplyancc  with  the  Orders  from  the  Honorable  the  Snpr* 
Ex*  Council  of  this  State  I  beg  leave  to  Acquaint  you,  That  I  am 
not  Possessed  of  any  Inventarys  or  returns  of  Forfeited  Estates  there' 
being  no  Body  in  my  district  comeing  under  the  Act,  Save  Mr.  Ma' 
M.  Hugh,  who  managed  so  politically  that  nothing  could  be  done 
with  his  goods,  they  being  Owned  by  others. 

I  am  S**  with 

great  reapeot, 

your  Hii«)*  J8erv*, 

P.  GREENWALT. 
Directed, 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Register. 
Fav*  "^  bearer. 


RBSOLimoNS  OF  Congress,  1779. 

In  Congress, 

Philadelphia,  April  8, 1779. 

Resolved, 

That  unanimity  and  harmony  between  the  Reprcpentatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  and  each  state  individually,  has 
been,  under  God;  thef  happy  means  of  odr  past  succesa,  and  the  only 
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sure  foandaiion  whereon  to  rest  our  fature  hopes  of  termiDatiDg  the 
contest  with  Great  Britain  with  honour  and  advantage. 

Resolved, 

That  Congress  is  highly  sensible  of  the  iraportanoe  and  services 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  present  contest,  and  regard  with 
sincere  concern  and  regret  every  event  which  may  tend  to  lessen  the 
mutatil  confidence  and  affection  which  has  hitherto  subsisted. 

Bewftlvedy 

That  it  is  the  full  intention  of  Congress,  on  all  occasions,  ta  mani- 
fest a  just  and  equal  attention  to  the  said  state  and  authority  of 
Pennsylvania  as  of  any  other  state  in  the  union. 

Resolved, 

That  any  disrespectful  and  indecent  behaviour  of  any  officer  of 
any  rank  under  the  appointment  of  Congress,  to  the  civil  authority 
of  any  state  in  the  Union  will  be  discountenanced,  and  that  a  con- 
trary behaviour  will  be  considered  as  one  of  the  first  means  to  recom- 
mend any  officer  to  the  favour  and  notice  of  Congress. 

Resolved, 

That  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed's,  letter  to  Congress  of  the  25 
of  January,  1779,  and  General  Arnold's  letters  of  8th  &  12th  of 
February,  and  the  resolves  therein  contained  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  be,  with  the  evidence  which  h^ve  been 
collected  and  reported  by  the  Committee  on  those  letters  transmitted 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  appoint  a 
Court  Martial  on  the  first,  second,  third  and  fifth  articles  contained 
in  the  said  resolves  of  the  said  Executive  Council — the  said  articles 
only  being  cognizable  by  a  Court  Martial,  and  that  the  reference  be 
notified  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  and  they  be  requested 
to  furnish  the  evidence  to  the  Court  Martial.'*^ 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMPSON,  Bec'y. 


Pbes't.  Bbed  to  McGlbkaohan  Jb  Irwin,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  April  3d,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  jnst  received  your  Favour.  The  terms  appear  high,  and 
as  we  are  acting  for  the  publick  we  would  wish  you  take  the  Senti- 
ments in  writing  of  tv^o  or  three  other  disinterested  Merchants  on 
the  Monthly  hire,  as  we  would  wish  to  do  Justice  both  publick  and 
private. 

*  See  letter  of  Treat*  Jay,  ApHl  13,  postca. 
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Gapt  Conyngham  &  his  offioere  oontintiing  in  CommaDd,  is  aooept- 
able  to  us,  provided  Rank  &  Command  between  them  &  those  of  the 
ship  be  dalj  asoertained. 

The  Insurance  at  an  appraised  value  we  think  most  reasonable. 
Other  Reasons  besides  a  just  Value  might  have  induced  the  owners 
to  purohasOi  &  we  do  not  consider  our  own  people  bidding  against 
the  State  by  any  Means  a  Reason  to  justify  a  great  Demand — if  it 
is  Reasonable  to  ask  the  Price  bid  the  Appraisers  will  say  so.  The 
8d  Article  should  have  the  Amend*  that  s^  shall  be  returned  in  as 
good  Condition  as  taken,  the  usual  Wear  &  Tear  excepted.  Damages 
from  a  storm  or  an  Engagement  will  be  excepted,  of  Course. 

We  would  wish  you  to  ^raw  up  the  Articles  in  Turn  on  the  Terms 
proposed,  &  get  them  printed  with  all  Expedition,  as  we  suppose  the 
Matter  may  be  entirely  settled  .with  the  owners  of  the  Cutter,  one 
way  or  another,  immediately,  &  the  Articles  drawn. 

If  the  Gentlemen  who  own  the  Cutter  reject  these  Propositions 
we  would  wish  it  might  be  done  in  writing. 

I  am^  Oont.^  Your  obed't  H'ble  Sery't. 


Prbsidbnt  Bbed  to  Board  os*  Wab,  1779. ' 
Sir,  .     .   ' 

I  have  just  received  your  Favour  of  this  Morning.  It  is,  to  be 
sure,  of  the  last  Importance  that  Col.  Butler  &  his  Troops  should  be 
supplied  with  ammunition,  but  as  he  is  a  Continental  officir  he  is 
doubtless  entitled  to  a  supply  from  the  United  States.  If  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Frontier  Counties  are  in  want  we  shall  gladly  accept 
your  Offer,  but  unless  Col.  Butler's  Letter  speaks  of  it  we  do  not 
know  of  any  particular  Call. 

I  am;  Sir;  Your  obed't  H'ble  Serv't; 

.  JOS.  REED. 
Council  Chamber;  April  3d,  1779. 


Secretart  Matlack  to  James  Bead,  &c.,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  April  3, 1779. 

Sir, 

«    The  Council  direct  me  to  request  your  attendance  in  Councili 

there  being  now  only  five  members  in  the  city,  and  Mr.  Hambrighty 

one  of  the  five,  being  unwell,  has  not  attended  this  day,  which  has 

prevented  a  quorum  being  made.    You  see  the  netessity  there  is  for 

Vol.  VII.— 13 


) 

> 
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tbis  reqTiesti  wbieh  is  made  to  joa  and  Mr.  Arndt,  and  the  Council 
hope  that  yon  will  both  attend. 

The  news  which  is  passing,  being  very  wild  and  uncertain,  I  shall 
not  trouble  you  with  it — ^but^  upon  the  whole,  the  Whigs  are  gaining 
ground. 

I  ani;  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

Very  humble  servant^ 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 
To  H'nblo  James  Bead^  &o. 


Council  to  Col.  Thomas  Proctor,  1779. 

Philad-,  April  4, 1779. 
Sir, 

J]y  order  of  His  Excellency  the  President,  I  enclose  you  an  order 
from  the  £oard  of  War  to  deliver  two  pieces  of  iron  cannon  and  two 
Howitz,  which  His  Excellency  desires  you  will  receive  and  place 
op.  the  fortifications  at  Mud  island  and  Billingsport,  as  you  shall  see 
occasion.*  The  Cannon  to  be  twenty  four  pounders,  and  the  Howita 
to  be  the  largest  size  you  can  obtain.  You  will  report  to  the  Coun- 
cil your  receipt  of  them,  and  the  situations  in  which  you  place  them. 
The  Council  aro  of  opinion,  with  the  Board  of  War^  that  one  Howits 
at  each  of  tho  two  places  will  be  most  proper. 

I  am^  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant^ 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 

You  will  of  course  receive  a  proper  supply  of  ammunition. 

T.  M. 
Directed, 

To  Col».  Tho«  Proctor,  of  the  Artillery. 

*  See  page  298. 
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Instructions  to  Sheriff  Claypoolb,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  April  4,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Chief  Justice  has  informed  the  Council  that  he  had  com- 
mitted Samuel  K.  Fisher  to  Goal  on  a  charge  of  Misprision  of  Trea- 
son, and  the  Council  are  surprised  to  receive  information  that  be  is 
not  in  confinement.  They  direct  me  to  inform  you  that  it  is  their 
express  order,  that  jou  do  immediately  confine  the  s*  S.  R.  Fisher  in 
the  common  Goal  according  to  the  commitment  delivered  to  you,  and 
according  to  your  duty  in  such  case,  until  he  give  the  usual  security 
for  his  appearance,  &c.,  or  until  you  shall  receive  further  order  from 
the  B*  Chief  Justice  in  the  premises. 

I  am,  &o.| 

T.  M.,  Seo'y.* 

Direetedf 

To  James  Claypoole,  Esq',  Sheriff  of  the  city  &  county  of  I%ilad^ 


Genl.  St.  Clair  to  Prbs't  Keed,  1779. 

Millstone,  April  4th,  1779. 

Sir, 

In  your  favour  of  the  24*^  vlV^,  you  mention  that  Colonel  Proctors 
Begiment  and  the  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Gallies  are  put  upon  the 
I^ine  of  the  State,  and  entitled  to  the  same  supplies  as  the  other 
Troops.  This  will  increase  the  Demand  for  the  Articles  with  which 
they  are  to  be  fumishsd,  and  consequently  makes  Economy  in  the 
distribution  more  necessary — indeed  I  believe  it  will  be  very  diffi* 
eult  to  keep  up  a  constant  and  regular  supply.  The  Resolve  of 
GouDoil  enumerates  the  Quantity  and  species  which  every  Man  may 
take  weekly,  in  which  I  conceive  I  have  no  Power  to  make  any 
Alteration,  but  as  many  of  the  soldiers  may  not  chuse  to  take  every 
Article,  I  directed  that  a  return  of  the  Names  of  the  Men,  and  the 
respective  Articles  they  chose  to  be  furnished  with,  in  the  stated  pro- 
portions, should  be  made  out  weekly  and  signed  by  the  commanding 
officers  of  Regiments,  and  that  the  Quarter  Masters  should  there- 
upon apply  to  M'  Zeigler  for  the  whole  Quantity  for  the  Regiment, 
giving  a  Receipt  upon  the  Return,  and  that  the  Pay  Masters 
should  stop  from  the  Regiments  monthly  the  value  of  the  Articles 
received,  taking  a  Receipt  from  M'  Zeigler  upon  the  same  Re- 

*  See  Col.  Bcc  ,  Vol.  XL,  p.  785. 
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tarns,  which  should  become  vouchers  for  that  Debarsement;  and 
as  they  had  every  Mans  Name  in  the  Return  it  was  easiest  Mode 
for  both  that  I  could  think  of.  If  the  Supplies  are  like  to  fall 
short;  it  would  perhaps  be  well  enough  to  lessen  the  Quantity  of 
some  Articles. 

I  have  spoken  to  his  Excellency  about  the  uniform  of  Colonel 
Proctors  Regiment.  He  has  understood  that  the  Officers  of  that 
Regiment  have  already,  in  a  great  measure,  supplyed  themselves 
with  blue,  and  for  that  Reason  consents  to  it  for  this  year,  as  he  is 
unwilling  to  put  them  to  the  Expense  of  other  Cloathing,  but  they 
must  in  future  conform  to  the  Colour  of  the  Corps,  let  that  be  what 
it  may. 

I  thank  you  very  kindly  for  your  attention  to  me.    I  will  accept 
the  Cask  of  Wine,  and  whilst  we  dedicate  a  part  of  it  to  the  Genius 
of  convivial  Mirth,  will  not  forget  a  grateful  Libation  to  the  Donor. 
I  am  with  great  Respect  and  Esteem,  Sir, 
your  Excellencys  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

A'  S*  CLAIR.* 
ZHVecfee?, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


BoABD  ov  War  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

War  Office,  April  4, 1779. 
Sir, 

We  beg  Leave  to  inform  yon  that  12  or  13  Indian  Chiefs  of  that 
Part  of  the  Delaware  Nation  who  have  thro'  the  whole  Course  of  our 
Affiiirs  evidenced  their  Fidelity  to  the  United  States,  are  arrived 
&  encamped  on  the  Common  to  prevent  theii^tting  the  Small  Poz. 
They  came  on  a  visit  to  Congress,  &  perhaps  may  also  visit  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief.  We  have  troubled  you  with  this  merely  as  a 
Piece  of  Information,  that  if  Council  choose  to  say  any  thing  to 
them  on  Behalf  of  the  State,  they  may  have  an  Opportunity  of 
doing  it. 

We  are,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

your  very  obe*  Servants, 
RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order. 
Dtrectedf 
On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Coundl  of 
Pennsylvania. 
(War  Office.) 

*  See  page  298. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779.  298 


.Resolutions  of  Congress,  1779. 

In  Congress  3  5^^  April,  1779. 

.  Whereas,  the  duties  of  the  Sab — or  State  cloathiers  who  are  to  be 
appointed  according  to  the  late  regulations  of  the  cloathiers  depart- 
ment will  be  very  unequal,  the  quota  of  the  battalliona  of  the  sevexal 
States  differing ; 

ResoWed,  That  each  State  determine  and  pay  the  salary  proper 
for  its  oloathier,  and  that  each  State  cloathier  shall  be  allowed  two 
rations  &  forage  for  one  horse  per  day  during  the  time  he  is  in  actual 
serrioe  with  the  army,  and  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same  : 

That  the  regimental  cloathiers  have  an  allowance  of  thirty  dollars 
per  month  in  addition  to  their  present  appointment : 

That  the  cloathier  general  be  authorized  to  employ  one  clerk,  who 
shall  receive  the  same  allowance  as  the  clerks  of  the  Auditors  of 
the  Army. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes,* 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Gen.  Washikgtok  to  Pbbs.  Bbed,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  Middle  Brook ; 

5^  April,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  fay'  of  the  29^  March  reached  me  a  few  days  ago.  I  cannot 
conceive  from  whence  can  arise  the  antipathy  of  Col'  Proctor  and  his 
Officers  to  the  Uniform'}'  adopted  by  all  the  other  regiments  of  Artil- 
lery. In  every  Service,  it  is  customary  to  distinguish  Corps  by 
a  particular  Uniform,  and  as  Black  and  Red  has  been  pitched  upon 
for  that  of  the  American  Continental  Artillery,  it  is  unreasonable  in 
him  to  make  any  objections  to  it.  As  Blue  and  Red  have  hitherto 
been  the  Uniforms  of  his  Regiment,  I  imagine  the  officers  are,  in 
general,  provided  with  Cloathing  of  that  kind  for  this  Year,  and  it 
would  therefore  be  inconvenient  to  make  a  change  at  present :  Bat 
I  would  wish  you  to  inform  Col<>  Proctor,  that  it  is  eipeoted  he  will 
oonform  next  year. 

It  is  good  policy  to  diversify  our  Uniform  as  much  as  possible,  as 
thereby  the  demand  for  any  particular  colours,  and  of  course  the  price 
is  decreased.  Blue  Cloth  is  now  hieher  priced  than  any  other  (except 
Scarlet  &  Buff)  because  such  numbers  prefer  it. 
-  By  one  of  the  Regulations  for  the  establishment  of  the  Corps 
of  Engineers,  they  are  strictly  enjoined  not  to  communicate  their 
surveys  or  plans  to  any  others,  than  such  public  Bodies  as  are  proper 

*  8m  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p,  742. 
f  See  page  292. 
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to  be  intraated  with  them— the  Commander  in  Chief — or  commanding 
General  ander  whom  they  may  be  acting.  This,  I  imagine,  will  be 
a  saffioient  obligation  upon  Gen^  Da  Portail  withoat  my  giving  him 
the  hint  yon  mention. 

Mr.  Tilghman  will  give  yon  such  information  respecting  Mr. 
ShewelL 

M  he  reooUecta.    I  am^  with  great  Esteem, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  ob*  Serv*, 

Gov.  Reed.  G*  WASHINGTON. 


Col.  Benj.  Flower  to  Council,  1779. 

Phila*,  5«»»  April,  1779, 10  o'  Clock  Night. 
Sir, 

I  am  just  favoured  with  yours  containing  the  request  of  the  Hon' 
Council,  relative  to  the  Rifles  to  be  delivered  at  Carlisle  to 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers,  With  which  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
complying,  as  ^  inclosed  Order — And  am  your  obd* 

Huml.  Serv*, 

BENJ.  FLOWER, 

Col.  Ay.,  C.  G.  M.  8. 
Directed^ 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Sec'y  to  the  Hon'  Executive  Council  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.    Present 


Resolutioks  of  General  Assembly,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania ; 

Monday,  April  5%  1779. 

A.  Memorial  from  Capt.  Isaac  Corin,  setting  forth  that  he  had 
raiaed  a  Company  of  Artillery  in  this  State ;  that  he  has  been  con« 
Btantly  employed  in  the  Laboratory  for  fixing  Ammunition  for  the 
Continental  Army,  &c.,  and  praying  that  the  said  Company  may  be 
admitted  to  the  Benefits  and  Advantages  allowed  to  the  other  Troops 
of  this  State,  was  read  and  considered,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  that  the  said  Capt.  Isaac  Corin's  Company  of  Arttllerj 
be  Considei^ad  as  part  of  the  Quota  of  this  State  and  receive  all  the 
Benefits  and  Advantages  which  our  other  Troops  Are  Intitled  to,  npon 
a  Certificate  being  Obtained  from  the  Board  of  War  that  this  Com- 
mon Wealth  has  Credit  for  said  Company  as  a  part  of  its  Quota. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr., 
Clk.  of  Gen.  Ass^. 
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Bbsolutions  oir  Gsnbbal  Assbmblt,  1779. 

In  Gknenl  Assembly  of  PenDsylyania, 

Mondaji  April  5th|  1779. 

On  motioni 

Resohed,  that  tbe  attention  and  Care  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  this  State  in  detecting  public  abuses  are  highly  acceptable 
to  this  House  and  that  they  will  support  them  in  the  due  discharge 
of  so  necessary  a  duty. 

BesoIved|  that  the  Executive  Powers  of  Government  have  been 
administered  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  this  House  and  the  general 
Content  of  the  good  People  of  this  State,  and  that  this  House  chear- 
fnlly  give  this  Testimony  of  their  approbation  to  His  Excellency  the 
President  and  the  other  Members  of  the  Council  as  an  earnest  of 
their  Resolution  to  support  them  in  a  continuance  of  the  faithful  and 
honorable  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  a  mark  of  their  perfect  Con* 
fidence  and  Regard. 

Extract  from  the  minuteS| 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr., 

Clk  of  the  Gen.  Assembly. 


Council  to  Rbv'd  John  Ettwein,  1779. 

Phihda.^  April  6;  1779. 
Sir, 

I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  send  by  the  first  good  opportanity 
half  a  pound  of  Common  sized  wafers,  500  for  the  Great  seal  and 
500  or  1000  for  the  less  seal  of  the  State  and  I  will  pay  yooj  or  yonr 
order  for  them  on  demand. 

I  am  with  great 

respect  your  Fr' 

&  hm'ble  Servant 

T.  M.,  Sec'y^ 

Direciedf 
Rev'd  John  Ettwein,  at  Bethlehem. 
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Council  to  Col.  B.  Plowbk,  1779. 

Fhilada.,  AprU  5^  1779. 

The  CouDoil  direct  me  to  request  you  will  please  to  send  an  order 
for  the  Riffles  which  the  Board  of  War  have  in  their  letter  handed 
to  you  hy  Col.  Proctori  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  arm  the  five  com- 
panies now  to  be  raised — Yon  will  please  to  leave  a  blank  for  the 
name  to  whom  they  are  to  be  delivered,  the  appointment  not  being  yet 
made.  The  house  of  Assembly  adjouming  this  evening  the  members 
set  homeward  tomorrow.  I  must  therefore  beg  you  to  forward  to  me 
the  order  by  11  o'Clock  to  morrow  morning. 

I  am  Sir;  your 

yery  hm'ble  Servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

Directedj 
To  Col.  Flower. 


Council  to  Gbn.  Robbbdbau,  1779. 

Philada.,  April  5th,  1779. 
D'  Sir, 

We  have  appointed  Capt.  Thomas  Gluggage'*'  to  one  of  the  Inde- 
pend*  Companies,  but  we  are  at  a  Loss  for  Lieutenants,  this  Company 
to  be  raised  in  Bedford,  if  from  your  own  Knowledge  you  could 
recommend  either  of  the  old  Officers  of  his  Company  or  either  of  the 
others  we  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you.  ^ 

I  am  Sir, 

Directed^ 

To  Gen.  Roberdeau. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  740. 
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Barkard  Doxr€iHBR!nr  to  Prk.  Bmi),  1779. 

Sir, 

Having  the  Honor  of  being  appointed  last  year  in  a  Commis^on 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer  lor  the  Trjal  of  Sundry  Persona  in  tbe  County 
of  Bedford,  the  Court  was  held  agreeable  to  the  said  Commission  and 
adjourned  to  the  middle  of  May  next;  the  worthy  Mr  M'Glean  of 
York  attended,  and  indeed  it  was  intirely  owing  to  Superior  abUlttes 
and  attention  that  the  same  was  oonduoted  well. 

Oen.  Armstrong,  and  Mr.  Hubly  in  all  probability  will  not  attend 
and  in  Case  the  Honorable  CounoU  do  not  think  of  superseding  the 
Commission,  and  Mr.  M'^Clean  shou'd  not  attend  we  shou'd  be  greatly 
embarrass'd,  and  in  particular  on  acct  of  my  being  totally  Ignorant 
of  the  Law.  I  do  therefore  request  that  if  it  is  the  will  of  Council  the 
Court  shou'd  sit  on  the  adjoummBt,  there  may  be  such  orders  sent 
to  that  Gentleman  urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Bedford, 
agreeable  to  adljonmment^  in  order  to  hold  the  Court  as  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

I  am  Sir^  with  all 

due  respect,  your  most 

obed<  Hble  ServS 

*BARNABD  DOUaHBRTY. 

Phila.,  April  6th,  1779. 

On  public  Business. 

The  Honorable  Mr.  Scott,  Member  of  the  Supreme  Eieeutiye 
Council  in  Pennsylvania. 


John  Hublet  to  CoubTcil,  1779. 

John  Hubley  of  Lancaster  begs  leave  to  represent  To  His  Excel- 
lency the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennaylvania. 

That  under  the  directions  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety  and  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  He  has  built  a  Powder  Magacine  and 
Store  House  at  Lancaster,  for  this  State,  which  now  aie  finished  save 
the  kyinff  of  about  8  or  4000  feet  of  Floor. 

That  the  said  Magszine  &  Store  House  have  been  and  still  are 
occupied  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  since  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1777. 

13* 
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That  he  has  expeDded  and  accoanted  for  all  the  monies  pat  into 
his  Hands  for  the  building  of  the  said  Magasine  &  Store. 

That  there  still  remain  some  acoounts  against  him  for  Timber 
Scantling  and  other  materials  and  for  Workmen's  wages  unpaid,  the 
amount  of  which  he  does  not  exactly  know  but  upon  an  Estimate  is 
of  Opinion  may  amount  to  about  £800  for  which  he  prays  money 
may  be  put  into  his  Hands  to  defray  the  same. 

JOHN  HUBLEr. 
PhQada.,  AprQ  6th,  1779. 
Indorsed. 
Kead  in  Council  same  day. 


OoL.  Thos.  Proctor  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  April  6th,  1779. 
Sir, 

In  Compliance  with  the  order  of  your  Excellency  I  have  to  inform 
you  how  far  I  have  proceeded  in  disposing  of  the  Cannon  &  Stores 
order'd  to  Billingsport  and  Fort  Mifflin,*  four  of  the  18  Pounders  as 
first  order'd  down  the  river  are  mounted  at  BilUngsport  with  one  18 
Pounder  &  a  12  P'  that  have  been  there  for  some  time  past,  and 
received  only  part  of  the  Stores  Indented  for  said  place  they  not  being 
at  this  time  prepared,  the  last  order  for  placing  two  24  pounders  & 
one  8  Inch  Howitzer  at  Fort  Mifflin  and  one  8  Inch  Howitzer  at 
Billingsport,  I  have  presented  to  the  Commiss"  of  Millitar^  Stores 
with  the  Inclosed  from  the  Board  of  War  on  Saturday  evening,  an^ 
^so  the  Inventory  for  amunition  &c*,  this  morning. 

The  two  Howitzers  go  down  this  evening  agreeable  to  your  direc- 
tion, the  24P"  are  not  yet  fit  for  service,  but  orders  are  Issued  for 
their  being  speedily  compleated.  I  will  use  every  means  in  my 
power  to  get  these  things  I  have  to  Perform  put  in  the  best  order  s 
shall  with  pleasure  acquaint  you  of  what  I  might  Conceive  necessary 
to  add  for  our  defence. 

I  am  your  Excellencys 

Obd*  &  most  Hble  Serv«, 

THO.  PROCTOR,  CoL  P.  A. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  President  of  Council 

♦  See  page  290. 
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GxN.  BoBBKDEAir  TO  Pbbb.  Bbsp^  1779. 

Phflad.,  April  6th,  1779. 
IK  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  jour  Ezcellenoies  favor  in  answer  to  which  I 
can  only  inform  of  a  Lien^  Meens,  whose  first  name  I  have  forgoly 
who'  acquitted  himself  well  and  with  great  adroitness  in  an  Escort  of 
Bome  prisoners  I  sent  to  Bedford  Jail,  in  prev^enting  a  rescue,  I  think 
him  worthy  of  a  higher  command  from  this  circumstance,  and  from 
the  whole  of  his  behaviour,  but  do  not  know  where  ho  lives  I  suppose 
in  Bedford  County,  but  he  is  well  known  to  Capt.  Cluggage,  as  he* 
was  under  his  Command.  I  wait  your  Exoellencys  Commands  as  I 
have  letters  informing  that  the  Inhabitants  wait  only  my  appearance 
intending  then  to  Evacuate  without  I  can  give  them  encouragement 
from  preparations  making,  to  which  I  remain  a  Stranger,  except  aa 
the  single  fact  of  the  Resolve  of  Congress  to  raise  five  Companies. 

I  request  to  be  honored  with  an  Interview  to  lay  some  facts  before 
you,  respecting  the  Frontiers,  and  the  Lead  Works,  now  recom« 
mended  to  your  patronage. 

I  am  most  sincerely 

y  Excellency's  Most 

ob.  &  very  hum.  Serv^ 

DAN'L  aOBERDEAU. 

IXrected, 
His  Exoellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire  President  of  Peansylvania. 


Pebs.  Rbbd  to  Col.  John  Wbitzsl,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  April  6th,  1779. 

Sir, 

It  is  represented  to  us  that  in  Case  of  an  Irruption  by  the  Indi- 
ans the  necessary  Means  of  Defence  by  the  Militia  may  prove  insuf- 
ficient if  the  special  Orders  of  this  Board  must  first  be  procured. 
We  therefore  direct  &  authorize  you  to  give  such  Orders  to  the  Sub 
Lieutenants  &  other  inferior  Officers,  that  in  Case  of  small  Parties 
of  the  Savages  disturbing  the  Frontiers,  suitable  Parties  of  Militia 
may  be  drawn  out  to  oppose  them,  without  waiting  for  the  particu- 
lar Orders  of  Council  or  yourself.  The  Emergency  must  direct  the 
Measure,  both  in  its  Manner  &  Extent,  and  as  it  is  to  be  done  only 
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in  Case  of  Mischief  done  bj  the  Indians,  we  hope  there  oan  be  no 
Abuses  of  the  Law.  Tbis^  tberaforo,  being  a  general  Order  to  yon, 
adapted  to  that  Case,  yon  will  give  yonr  Orders  conformably,  i  we 
shall  take  Care  that  the  proper  Me&ns  be  taken  for  the  Payment  of 
the  Men;  as  in  other  Cases. 

I  am^  Sir^ 

Tour  Obed.  Hbbl.  Ser*, 

JOS.  EEED. 
To  Col>  John  Weitsel 


Pbe8.  Bsbd  to  BECRunTNa  Officers,  1779. 

In  Council; 

Phikda.,  AprU  7th,  1779. 

Pursuant  to  a  ReeoWe  of  Congress,  five  Companies  of  Bangers 
are  to  be  raised  for  the  Defence  of  the  frontiers,  to  continue  in  ser- 
vice 9  months.  Council  having  a  &vourabl6  opinion  of  your  merit  k 
Abilities,  have  appointed  you  of  one  of  the  s'  Companies. 

We  herewith  inclose  a  Copy  of  the  recruiting  Instructions,  from 
which  you  will'  see  upon  what  Terms  the  Men  are  to  be  raised,  & 
what  Encouragement  the  Officers  are  to  have.  We  have  only  to 
add  that  wa  think  there  is  a  very  reasonable  Prospect  that  in  case 
of  actual  &  beneficial  Service,  some  proj>er  Reward  will  be  conferred 
perhaps  in  Land ;  but  this  being  not  actually  promised,  is  to  be  con- 
sidered only  as  an  Opinion.  We  trust  that  when  the  Importance  of 
this  service  is  considered,  you  will  use  every  possible  Exertion  to 
promote  it,  apd  we  shall  endeavour  on  all  Ocoaaions  to  pay  a  just 
Attention  to  your  Merit  and  Services.  ' 

lam. 

Te  the  Oaptuns  app*  to  recruit  the  5  companies  of  rangers — ^Tho* 
Campbel^  Tho"  Cluggage. 
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Pbbb.  Rbsd  to  Capt.  Thomas  Caupbbll,  1779. 

In  Gonncili 

Philadelphia,  April  7th;  1779. 

Sir, 

Herewith  jou  will  receive  an  appointment  of  a  Captaincy  of  a 
Company  of  Rangen.  Lest  you  ihoald  have  a  Difficulty  of  accept- 
ing it  on  Account  of  your  Standing  oi  rather  Claims  in  the  Conti- 
nental Line,  I  think  it  may  he  proper  to  acquaint  you  that  I  doubt 
not  upon  your  Application  to  the  Board  of  War,  you  may  obtain 
Leave  to  serve  in  this  Corps,  without  Pfojudioe  to  your  Claims  on 
the  Continent ;  but  if  not,  I  think  you  will  serve  yourself  &  your 
Country  more  effectually  in  this  Corps,  than  by  waiting  the  Deter- 
mination of  the  Officers  in  Camp.  Mr.  Isaac  Thompson  is  appointed 
Ist  Lieutenant,  &  Mr.  Alexander  Parker  2d  Lieutenant.  iTou  will 
do  well  to  communicate  their  appointments  to  them  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  let  us  know  if  any  Difficulty  arises.  Mr.  Thompson  lives  over 
the  Mountain.     Mr.  Parker  near  Carlisle. 

If  they  should  not  accept,  you  will  consult  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
County,  &  with  his  Concurrence  recommend  suitable  Persons  in  their 
Places  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Uecertainty  whether  you  will  ac- 
cept, together  with  the  State  of  the  Treasury,  forbid  our  sending 
Money,  but  you  wiU  let  us  know  very  soon,  k  contrive  to  give  us  a 

EA  Opp^ ;  in  the  mean  Time  you  may  perhaps  borrow  Money,  if 
cxuits  are  to  be.  had. 

1  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Serv., 

JOS.  B£BD. 

The  Recruite  bei&g  to  be  marched  as  soon  as  posmble  to  some 
Pkce  where  Continental  Provisions  are  laid  up,  the  Subsistanoe 
Money  will  ohly  be  paid  ibr  2  Weeks  after  the  Inlistment. 


I  do  hereby  certify  That  is  appointed  by  the 

Supreioe  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  to  be 
of  one  of  the  five  Companies  of  Rangers  to  be  raised  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  said  State,  and  commissions  will  be  accord- 
ingly issued  by  the  Board  of  War,  when  the  rank  of  the  officers  of 
the  said  companies  shall  be  adjusted. 

Phihdelphia,  April     ,  1779. 
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D.  BnTENHOUSE  xo  Seo.  Mailack,  1779. 

.  ♦ 

Sir, 

I  have  received  of  the  ConiiDental  Treasurer,  55,000  Dollars,  on 
the  Resolve  of  Congress,  a  warrant  not  being  made  out ;  the  whole 
of  this  money  is  already  expended,  and  I  have  not  the  least  encour- 
agement to  apply  for  more  at  present. 

Yours,  &c., 

DAV'D  RITTENHOUSB. 

Wednesday,  April  7th. 

T.  Matlacky  Esq.,  Secretary. 

Indoned. 

In  answer  to  a  note  from  me,  inquiring  into  the  State  of  the 
Treasury. 

T.  M.;  Seo^y. 


Yalub  of  Bations,  1779. 

An  Estimate  of  the  present  value  of  a  single  Bation  per  week. 

Philad-,  April  7%  1780.    ' 

Ten  Pounds  of  Beef,  Pork  or  Mutton,  at  S7s.  6p.  ^  lb,  £18  15  0 

Six  pounds  of  Flour  at  £90.  |)  ct.,  4    5  8i 

One  third  of  a  pound  of  candles  at  75p.  ^  lb.,  15  0 

Vegetables,  sixpence  per  week.  Exchange  at  60  for  one,    1    10  0 
Original  Allowance  of  Bum,  seven  half  pints  per  week, 

for  which  is  received  by  a  Besolve  of  Council,  .070. 

Original  Allowance  of  Salt,  half  a  pint  a  Bation  per 
week,  but  since  reduced  by  the  Commissary'  to  one 

gill,at;e60,  0    4  8i 

One  Twelfth  of  a  Cord  of  Wood,  at  £60  per  Cord,  5    0  0 

Allowance  of  Paper,  Quils  and  Ink  powder,  say  0    7  6 


£81  14  lOi 
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'  An  Estimate  of  tbe  value  of  such  refrasfaments  as  by  aoC  of  Assem- 
bly those  persons  in  the  Naval  Service  of  the  State  are  entitled  to 
receive,  with  each  ration  of  Provisions  for  one  week. 

Bnm,  one  pint  each  Ration  per  week,  at  £55  per  Oall%    £6  17  6 
Sugar,  half  a  ponnd    do.    per  do.,  at  67s.  6d.  pr.  lb.,       1  13  9 

at  105s.  pr.  lb.,  2  12  6 


Chocolate,  do.,  do.  per  do. 

Coffee,  four  ounces  do.  per  do. 

Tea,  one  ounce  do.  per  do. 

Tobacco,  four  ounces  do.  per  do. 


at  908.  pr.  lb.,  12  6 

at  £30  pr.  lb.,  1  17  6 

at  60s.  pr.  do.,  0  15  0 


Soap,  two  ounces,       do.    per  do.,  at  75s.  pr.  do.,  0    9  4} 


£15    8  1} 


For  which  is  paid  by  the  Officers  &  Privates 

One  Flnt  of  Rum,  at  58.  per  Oal^, 
Half  a  pound  of  Sugar,  at  8s.  9d.  per  lb., 
Half  a  pound  of  Chocolate,  at  8s.  9d.  do.. 
Four  ounces  of  Coffee,  at  3s.  9.        do.. 
One  ounce  of  Tea,  at  128.  do.. 

Four  ounces  of  Tobacco,  at  9d.        do., 
Two  ounces  of  Soap,  at  Is.  8d.         do.. 


£0  0 

7J 

0  1  lOJ 

0  1  10} 

0  0  lU 

0  0 

9 

0  0 

n 

0  0 

2 

£0  6  5        0  6    5 


Balance  value  of  the  refreshments  received  for  each 

Ration  Per  week^  £15     1     8} 

To  which  add  value  of  a  Provision  Ration,  &c.,  81  14  lOi 


£46  16    7 


JosiPH  BufiH  Ain>  Jambs  Craig  to  Council,  1779. 

'•  '  Philad*,  April  7^  1779. 

Gent», 

Agreeable  to  your  order  to  us  otfhe  6th  Instant,  We  waited  upon 
the  Owners  of  the  ship  Oenl.  Oreen,  k  acquainted  them  of  our 
appointment  to  Value  the  said  ship.     They  have  not  yet  appointed 
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the  two  Oent*  on  their  side,  M  seon  ts  that  is  done,  and  the  Bilb 
&c.  Collected,  we  shall  prooeed  on  the  business. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gent*, 

jour  most  obe't  H'ble  Serv** 

JOSEPH  RUSH. 
JA-CBAIGJutt'.* 
Directed, 
The  Hon'ble  the  Coanoil  of  Pennsylvania. 


Circular  of  CongresSi  1779. 

PhUadelphia;  7th  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

Herewith  enclosed  are  copies  of  two  acts  of  Congress — one  of  the 
23d  ult.,  for  regulating  the  Gloathing  Department,  the  other  of  the 
5th  In8t.,f  providing  for  the  Pay  of  the  officers  employed  in  it. 

Yoa  will  peroeiye  that  the  first  refers  the  appointment  of  the  sub, 
or  State,  Cloatbier  to  the  different  States,  and  that  the  second  leaves 
their  Salaries  to  be  ascertained  &  paid  by  the  States  appointiog 
them. 

Such  has  long  been  the  deranged  State  of  this  Department,  and 
snch  is  the  Importance  of  immediately  carrying  the  present  System 
into  Execution,  that  Congreto  hope  it  will  meet  with  the  earliest 
attention. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
With  great  Respect, 

Yoor  EzoeUenoy's  most  obedient  Serv'^ 

JOHN  JAY, 

Prasid'l 
His  EzeeHency,  President  Beed. 


Prbsidbnt  Rebd  to  the  Commissaries,  &o.,  1779. 

In  Council, 

PfaQada.,  ApcU  8, 177d. 
Gentlemen, 

la  Copsecraence  of  the  Direction  from  the  Hon.,  the  Board  of  War, 
&  your  A^plicatron  to  me  respecting  the  Posts  to  which  Provisions 
are  to  be  sent  for  the  Supply  of  the  Troops  ordered  for  Defence  of 
the  Frontiers     I  would  now  acquaint  you  that  it  will  b0  proper  to 

*  Se«  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  789. 
t  See  page  293. 
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establish  MagsEines  at  Bedford  Town,  The  lead  Mine  in  Sinking 
Vall0y  and  Hannas  Town,  in  Westmoreland,  from  whence  they  may 
be  distributed  as  Occasions  farther  require.  In  case  of  any  Difficnlty 
which  at  this  Distance  we  cannot  foresee  or  obviate,  you  will  direct 

Jour  People  to  apply  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties,  who  being 
[en  of  Influence  A  Knowledge  of  the  Frontiers,  will  be  able  to  give 
them  such  Advice  and  Direction  as  Circumstances  may  require. 

I  am  Sir^ 

J.  R.,  Pres't 

To  the  Commissaries  General  of  Purchases  b  Issues. 

Postscript  to  the  within  letter. 

P.  S.  Every  day  bringing  fresh  advices  of  the  unhsppy  state  of 
the  Frontiers,  I  request  the  Commissioners  to  exert  themselves,  or 
the  Militia  not  finding  the  necessary  provisions  may  return  &  the 
Consequences  be  very  fatal. 


Copt  of  a  Letter  from  the  Board  of  War  to  the 

BAME  persons  A  INCLOSED  IN  THIS  LETTER. 

War  office,  April  3,  1779. 

Sir, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  having  informed 
the  Board  that  he  has  ordered  two  hundred  and  fifty  militia  from 
York,  Cumberland  &  Lancaster  to  the  Frontiers  of  Westmoreland  & 
Bedford,  to  be  stationed  there  until  the  Companies  of  Rangers  to  be 
raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  state  are  completed, 
you  will  give  the  necessary  directions  as  to  the  supply  of  these 
troops  on  the  Presidents  informing  you  of  the  Posts  they  are  to  take. 

We  are  Sir, 

Tour  very  Obed't  Servants) 

WCHARD  PETERS. 

By  order. 
(Copy.) 
T.  Matlack,  Seo'y. 
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OoL.  Matthbw  Smith  to  Prbsidbnt  Rbed,  1779. 
Sir, 

SiDoe  mj  arrival  at  Paxtang  I  have  ns*  mjr  Endeavoar  to  find 
oat  fit  persons  to  serve  as  officers  in  the  Gomp'  to  be  Raia'  in  Lan- 
caster County,  and  Can  with  pleasure  inform  you  that  Capt"  James 
Collier  hath  Consented  to  serve  as  a  Capt".  He  is  very  active  in 
the  Militia  Service,  and  on  several  occasions  has  distinguished  him- 
self, Both  at  home  &  in  the  field,  he  is  a  good  soldier  &  an  active 
Woodsman.  There  is  two  other  young  Men  I  have  thought  of,  that 
it's  hoped  they  will  serve  as  Lieutenants,  But  they  being  abroad, 
and  not  haveing  an  opportunity  to  consult  them  on  the  afiair,  I 
thought  best  to  take  this  opportunity  to  write,  in  hopes  to  have  the 
Gomission  for  the  Capt"  above  mention**,  Sent  forward  as  Early  as 
possible,  with  the  Recruiting  Instructions  &  Cash,  that  I  shall  take 
Care  to  see  Early  put  to  the  use  Intended,  If  those  two  Gentlemen 
Can  be  prevailed  on  to  serve,  I  mean  Mr.  Will**  Young  as  first 
Lieut.  &  Mr.  Will"  Kelso  as  2d.  I  have  hopes  they  will  have  a 
Comp^  in  two  or  three  Weeks,  Ready  to  march.  For  y*  Reason  I 
Would  think  it  Best  to  send  Blanks  for  the  Lieuts.  that  in  Case 
these  would  not  Receive,  the  Commissions  Can  be  Given  to  others. 

I  am,  with  Great  Esteem, 

Your  Most  ob't  &  very  Humble  Serv't, 

MATT-  SMITH. 

Paxtang,  April  8th,  1779. 

Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President. 

(Mr.  Steel,  at  the  Harp  and  Crown,  will  take  up  money,  instrao- 
tions,  &G.) 

T.  M. 


Petition  of  Captains  op  Pbnnsa.  Line,  1779. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  and  Hon'ble  Members  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

We,  the  Captains  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  now  in  Camp,  con- 
ceiving ourselves  greatly  injured  by  the  appointment  of  Captain 
Joseph  Prowell  to  a  Majority  in  the  Line  of  the  State,  beg  leave  to 
address  your  Hon'ble  Board  on  this  (to  us)  very  important  Subject. 

As  Captain  Prowell  is  an  Officer  much  younger  in  Rank  than 
many  of  us,  we  must  suppose  his  appointment  to  have  been  in  con- 
sequence of  a  misrepresentation  of  Facts. 
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We  therefore  beg  the  favorable  iDterposition  of  your  Exoellenoy 
&  the  Hon'ble  Board,  that  Gaptaio  ProwelFs  pretentions  to  an  ap- 
pointment whioh  80  mnch  aggrieves  us,  may  be  inquired  into,  and 
we  obtain  that  redress  which  we  confidently  expect  from  your  impar- 
tial Jnstioe. 

We  are^  Gentlemen; 

With  the  highest  esteem  joined  with  the  utmost  respect^ 

Your  Excellency's  &  Honors' 

greatly  obliged  and  most  obedient 

Humble  Servants, 

Wm.  Alexander,  Cap^  7th  P.  R. 
Jos.  M'Clellan,  Cap*  9th  P.  R. 
George  Tudor,  Cap*  4th  P.  R. 
T.  B.  Bowen,  Capf  9th  P.  R. 
'  Alexander  Parker,  Cap*  7th  P.  R. 

John  Christy,  Gap*  5th  P.  R. 
Tho^  Butler,  Cap.  8"  P.  Reg*. 
John  Davis,  Cap*  9th  P.  R. 
Ad-  Bittin,  Cap*  4th  P.  Reg*. 
John  Patterson,  Cap*  2nd  P.  Reg. 
J.  Stake,  Cap*  10  P.  Rgt. 
And^  Irwine,  Cap*  7  P.  Reg*. 
Jacob  Bower,  Cap*  6th  P.  Reg*. 
Wm.  Bratton,  Cap.  7th  P.  R^t 
Th(f  Boude,  Capt-  5th  P.  Reg*. 
George  Grant,  Capf  9th  P.  R. 
Isaac  Seely,  Capt"  5th  P.  Beg. 
Wm.  Miller,  Cap*  7th  P.  Reg*. 
Thomas  L.  Moore,  Cap.  3'  Penna.  Reg*. 
James  Hamilton,  Cap*  1**  Pena.  Rg*. 
Ja.  Chrystie,  Cap*  8rd  P.  R. 
John  Bankson,  Cap*  2d  Reg*  Pen. 
Jn«  Alexander,  Cap*  7th  P.  Re^. 
Ja.  Wilson,  Cap.  1st  P.  Reg. 
Benj'  Fishboume,  Cap.  4th  P.  Reg*. 
Peter  Gosner,  Cap*  2nd  Reg*  Penna. 
Isaac  Badd  Dunn,  Capt-  8«  P.  Reg*. 

Gamp,  Millstone^  April  Sth^  1770. 

Direciedf 

On  Public  Service.     His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq^^  Presi- 
dent of  the  Supreme  Bxeoutive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
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OwNEES  OF  Brig  Achilles  to  Council^  1779. 

The, Owners  of  the  Brig  Achilles  woald  be  mnch  obliged  to  the 
Honorable  Council  to  spare  them  400  Shot  of  between  2  &  3  pound 
weight,  this  sort  of  Shot  not  being  much  wanted,  they  flatter  them- 
eelvea  with  being  indulged  in  this  favor  without  any  inconvenience 
to  the  State; — to  which  they  will  be  accountable  for  their  Value. 

SAML.  C.  MORRIS, 

for  himself  &  other  owners. 

To  The  honorable  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Philada.,  April  8th,  1779.* 

Ifidorsedy 

Referred  to  Cap*  Stiles  &  Oeorge  Henry,  who  are  to  report 
whether  the  State  can  spare  the  Shot  without  Inconvenience. — J.  R. 


Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

War  Office,  April  9, 1779. 
Sir, 

It  appears  that  the  bearer,  Jesse  Thompson,']'  was  scalped  near 
Wyoming  in  CoP  Hartley's  expedition  last  fall.  He  turned  out  a 
volunteer.  Your  Excellency  may  remember  that  a  few  months  ago 
Congress  extended  the  provision  for  disabled  Soldiers  to  every  man 
who  turned  out  aeainst  the  enemy,  &  happened  to  be  disabled  in  the 
manner  mentioned  in  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  of  Oct',  1776. 
As  such  persons  were  recommended  by  Congress  to  be  provided  for 
by  the  States  to  which  they  belonged,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
bearer  to  your  Excellency. 

And  are  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obed.  Servants. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

TIM.  PICKERING.  . 
Dtr^tedf 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed;  Esq.;  President;  See. 
War  Office. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  747. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  747. 
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Council  to  MoClenachan  &  Ibwin,  1779. 

Philada.,  April  9th,  1779. 

Oentlemen, 

The  Council  direot  me  to  request  that  jou  will  settle  the  rank 
between  the  captain  of  the  Cutter  and  of  the  General  Oreen,*  before 
either  of  them  sail.  They  also  desire  that  you  will  obtain  the  agree- 
ment with  the  owners  of  the  cutter  in  writing,  duly  signed,  in  order 
to  prevent  any  future  altercation  on  the  subject.  And  it  may  per- 
haps be  prudent  to  shew  to  his  Excellency,  the  President,  the  agree- 
ment before  it  is  signed. 

I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

TIMOTHY  MATLACK,  Secr'y. 

Hessn.  MoClenachan  and  Irwin. 


Ssc.  Matlagk  to  John  Morris,  Jr.,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  April  10, 1779. 
Sir, 

Your  servant  brought  to  my  house,  yesterday,  the  resolves  of 
Assembly  of  the  /)th  inst.,  on  the  report  of  the  joint  Committee, 
but  the  report  itself  is  not  sent,  which  leaves  the  thing  vety  imper- 
fect, and  therefore  the  Council  desire  you  will  send  it  properly 
authenticated  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  our  delegates  in  Congress. 

The  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  the  case  of  the  lines 
between  this  State  and  Virginia,  is  also  wanted  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Virginia  delegates  in  Congress,  immediately,  tbey  hav- 
ing requested  them,  probably  with  a  view  of  bringing  forward  that 
business. 

I  am,  with  due  respect. 

Sir, 

Your  very  hm'ble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y . 
John  Morris,  Esq'. 

*  Bee  Colon.  Bee,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  780,  747. 
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MoOlenachan  &  Irwin  to  Prbs.  Rbbd.  1779. 

Philad-,  10th  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

It  beiDg  necessary  that  officers  sbo'  be  immediately  appointed  for 
the  Ship  General  Green,  we  take  the  liberty  of  reccommending  Sam** 
Carson  for  first  Leuitenant  Jacob  De  Hart  Second  Leuitenant,*  and 
Edw^  Patterson  Cap*  of  Marines,  whom  we  sho<>  be  glad  your  Excel- 
lency would  appoint  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can. 

We  should  also  be  much  obliged  by  your  fixing  the  Terms  &o.,  on 
which  we  are  to  engage  the  Seamen.  We  are  obliged  to  make 
immediate  payments  for  the  Provitions  (which  we  have  already 
Bought)  therefore  would  be  obliged  by  your  Excellency  supplying 
us  with  Cash. 

We  are  your  Exoelloncys 

Most  Obe*  8erv«« 

MATH'W  IRWIN, 

BLAIR  McCLENACHAN. 

P.  S.  We  have  been  informed  you  have  agreed  to  Charter  the 
Cutter,  if  so,  sho**  be  glad  of  your  Instructions  therein,  as  we  are 
desirous  of  executing  our  business  with  all  possable  dispatch,  as 
well  to  serve  the  Public,  as  to  disappoint  the  late  Continental 
Agents,  who  wo'  wish  to  see  us  go  on  with  our  business  as  slowly  as 
they  did  with  the  Continental  affairs. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq**,  presidentof  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Jno.  Morris,  Jr.,  to  Sect.  Matlack  1779. 

Philadelphia,  April  11th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  cannot  reccoUect  by  what  mistake  the  former  Copy  respecting 
the  Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  was  so  imperfectly  sent,  I  have 
now  however  sent  an  authenticated  Copy  of  y*  Report  &  of  the 
Resolve  of  the  House  thereon. 

I  shall  be  glad  that  you  would  distinguish  which  of  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  assembly  respcctiug  the  Virginia  Line,  are  wanted.  If 
the  whole  are  wanted,  they  will  run  to  considerable  Length ;  if  only 

*  Both  appointed,  see  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  761. 
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those  of  this  Assembly,  they  will  be  mnch  shorter.   Also  when  they 
are  expected — as  I  bare  so  many  other  Papers  to  oopy. 

I  am  Sir, 
y  Very  h**"  Serv* 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr. 

To  Timothy  Matlack  Esqr.,  Secretary,  Present. 


Matthew  Irwin  to  Hon.  John  Bayard,  1779, 

Sir, 

Not  having  time  to  wait  of  yon  this  mom',  I  tale  the  liberty  of 
acqoaint'  you  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  merch*'  yesterday,  Cap* 
Montgomery  had  at  least  three-fourths  in  his  fav**  Capt*  Qreen  was 
proposed  &  his  cause  warmly  espoused  by  the  Gentllem"  whom  I 
expected  wo*  reccommend  him — M'  McClenachan  &  myself  have 
this  mom'  wrote  the  President,  &  given  three  Names  to  make  choice 
of,  Mongomcry,  Huston  &  Oreen,  and  requested  that  one  of  them 
might  be  immediately  sppointed — I  think  the  former  the  most 
deserving,  if  you  are  of  the  same  opinion,  sho**  be  glad  you  wo* 
acquaint  the  President  this  morn*.* 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  Ob*  Serv* 

MATH'W  IRWIN. 
Directedj 

To  the  Honorable  Jno.  Bayard. 


Michael  Jennings  to  John  HambrighTi  1779. 

Philad*  Ap»  12th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Being  in  great  want  of  Cloathing  (of  which  I  have  received  none 
since  the  War,)  I  shall  esteem  it  a  particular  favor,  if  you  will 
acquaint  the  Hon'ble  Council  thereof,  of  whom  I  must  beg  an  Order 
for  such  Articles  as  I  am  in  Need  of — Your  Compliance  will  greatly 
oblige. 

Sir  your  most  ob* 

hum^  Servant 

M.  JENNINGS. 
J)irect£df 

To  The  hon'ble  John  Hambright,  Esq'. 

♦  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  780,  747. 
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Prbs,  of  Congress  to  Prss.  Bebd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  13th  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Plsasure  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of 
certain  Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  third  Inst.,*  declaring  the 
high  sense  they  entertain  of  the  Importance  &  Services  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  expressing  a  determination  to  observe  a  Line  of  Conduct 
which  cannot  fail  to  establish  a  mutal  confidence  between  them  & 
the  several  States  they  represent. 

Permit  me  to  assure,  you  of  my  best  endeavours  to  second  the 
views  of  Congress,  &  of  my  constant  attention  to  such  parts  of  my 
duty  as  may  respect  this  State. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

With  great  Respect 

your  Excellency's 

Most  Obed^  Servant 

JOHN  JAY,  President. 


Board  of  War  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  April  13th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Honourable  Board  of  War  to  transmit  to 
you  the  enclosed  Resolve  of  Congress,  and  to  desire  you  to  give  the 
necessary  Orders  to  the  Clothiers  and  other  Persons  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  have  supply'd  Cloathing  to  any  of  the  Continental 
Troops,  for  the  year  1777,  that  they  make  Returns  of  the  same 
according  to  the  Resolve. 

Have  also  to  request  that  the  Returns  may  be  sent  to  James 
Mease,  Esq',  Clothier  General  at  Philadelphia,  where  I  shall  receive 
them. 

Permit  me  with  all  due  submission  to  urge  that  the  Returns  may 
be  forwarded  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  as  the  Payment  of  Arrear- 
ages due  to  the  Troops  on  Cloathing  Bounty  Amount  for  the  year 

*  See  page  287,  and  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  748. 
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1777/too  long  delajM  already,  nrnst  be  totally  suspended  untill  the 
Returts  m  Questiofi  aan  be  ooUepted. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  very  Obedient  servant, 

RALPH  POMEROT, 
Commissioner  of  Oloatb*  aeoountd.* 

To  His  Ecoelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Bsq',  Prerident  of  Pensylvania. 


President  Reed  to  President  of  Congress,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad*,  April  14th,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  was  hoo'  yesterday  with  yo«r  Ezeell'*  Fsvonr,  hiolosin^  the 
Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  3d  Inst.  I  cannot  bat  be  highly 
grateful  to  every  real  Friend  to  American  Liberty  &  Happiness,  to 
HM'Se  /ait  a  Profpeot  of  fa  tare  Harmony  between  th^  several  Mem- 
bers. I  have  now  the  Pleasure  of  transmitting  to  your  Hon'  Body^ 
correspondent  Resolves  passed  by  the  legislative  &  executive  Autho- 
rities of  the  State.f  The  Unanimity  which  accompanied  them, 
mu9t  demonstrate  with  what  satisfaction  we  embraced  every  Measure 
tending  to  remove  those  Impressions  to  which  we  yielded  with  great 
Beloetance.  And  as  we  have  the  fullest  Confidence  that  any  Measure 
tending  to  revive  them  will  meet  with  your  Disapprobation,  we  shall 
rest  perfectly  assured  of  being  equally  the  Objecto  of  your  Care  & 
Attention  as  our  Sister  States  in  Union. 

The  polite  Manner  in  which  you,  Shr,  have  been  pleased  to  convey 
these  sentiments  of  Congress,  cannot  fail  of  its  due  Weight  with  us, 
&  will  upon  all  Occasions  call  for  a  suitable  Return. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  the  most  reqyectful  Regard, 

your  obed.  H'ble  Serv*, 

JOS.  reed: 

Directed^ 
H'nble  John  Jay,  Esq',  Pffesdent  of  Coagross. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.  pp.  749,  762. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  787,  788. 
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Irwin  and  Bridoes  to  Prbsidbnt  Beeb,  1779. 

Phaad%  April  14%  1779. 

Siri 

We  hereby  take  tbe  liberty  of  acquainting  your  Excellency,  tbat 
we  are  fitting  out  the  Lord  Cambden,  Galley^  to  Cruise  as  near  New 
York  as  possable ;  for  the  compleat  equipment  of  said  Teasel  we 
stand  in  need  of  a  pear  of  Twelve  pounderSy  there  is  a  pear  which 
belong  to  the  State  on  Plumstead's  wharf;  we  would  be  very  much 
oblidged  to  your  Excellency  to  let  us  have  them^  either  on  Loan  or 
at  the  valuation. 

We  are  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most  obe'* 

humbr  Serv**, 

MATH''  IRWIN, 
BOB'  BBIDQES. 

J)irectedf 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed^  B^q'/  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

M'  Henry,  to  direct  an  Appraisement  if  the  Guns,  can  be  spared 
without  Inoonvenience  to  the  State. 

J.  B. 


WiLLUM  Crispin  to  Pres.  Beed,  1779. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq**,  and  the  Hon'bl  the  Execu- 
tive Council. 

The  Commissary  presents  his  Compliments,  Bequesting  the  Sum 
of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  for  the  Expenditure  of  the  State  Fleet, 
And  to  discharge  the  Butcher's  last  Three  Months  aeco*  of  Beef 
Issued. 

w-  cBispm.f 

Philadelphia,  April  14tb,  1779. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  748. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Yol.  XI.»  p.  750. 
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Bksolution  or  Gongrkss,  1779. 

« 

In  CongreBB,  14th  April,  1779. 

It  l)eiDg  represented  to  Congress  that  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  have  aathorized&  directed  the.  board 
of  War  of  the  said  State  to  purchase  floar  &  grain  for  the  use  of  the 
Inhabitants  thereof^  who  are  greatly  distressed  for  the  want  of 
bread. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  &  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  executive 
powers  of  the  States  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Pensylvania, 
New  Jersey  and  New  York,  to  permit  the  exportation  of  such  flour 
&  grain  as  has  been  or  may  be  purchased  within  the  said  States 
respectively,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  board  of  war,  if  autho- 
rized aa  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Gborgb  McElheket  to  Coukcil,  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pcnnsyl- 
vania.  The  memorial  of  Oeorge  McElheney  of  the  County  of 
Chester,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sheweth, 

That  your  memoralist  is  Desirous  of  Cultivating  and  Improving 
a  tract  of  Land  ritnatid  in  the  township  of  Pikeland,  in  the  said 
County  of  Chester,  belonging  to  the  United  Stated — it  is  the  pleaoe 
where  the  Powdermill  on  French  Crick  formerly  stood,  and  which, 
now,  is  entirely  waste  open  and  uninclosed,  and  of  no  use  to  any 
person  except  as  a  Common  to  the  neighbourhood. 
.  Your  memorielst  prays  that  your  Honors  would  grant  the  said 
Land  to  him,  either  upon  a  Lease  at  a  Reasonable  Rent,  or  upon 
Conditions  of  Improvement,  as  to  your  Honors  ehall  seem  meetj 
and  your  memoralist  will  pray^  &o. 

GEORaE  MoELHENEY. 

F&ilidelpliia,  April  14th,  1779. 
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BisoLunov  ov  Coveuss,  1779. 

In  CoDgresSy  Apnl  U,  1779. 

Whereai  CoDgrew,  on  the  Twenty-first  Daj  of  August  Iwt,  ^d 
ResolTe,  That  when  any  Persons  are  deeirons  of  going  within  the 
Enemy's  Lines,  they  shall  apply  to  the  Bxecative  Power  of  the 
State  to  which  they  helong;  and  if  the  said  Executive  Power 
approve. the  Motives  and  Cbaraoters  of  the  Persons  applying,  and 
shall  be  of  Opinion,  especially  at  so  critical  Coojunctnres  as  the 
present,  that  no  Danger  will  ensne  by  grantiDg  soch  Permissionj 
that  they  recommend  them  to  the  Officer  oommanding  the  Troops 
next  to  the  Enemy,  who,  upon  such  Recommendation,  may,  at  his 
Discretion  permit  the  Persons  to  go  in. — For  the  better  Execation 
of  the  said  Besolation  : 
Besolvedy 

That  any  Officer,  who  shall  permit  a  Person  to  go  within  the 
Enemy's  Linea  withoot  sttoh  Recommendation,  or  the  Orders  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  or  the  Commander  of  a  separate  Department, 
and  shall  thereof  be  duly  convicted  before  a  Court  Martial,  shall 
thereby  forfeit  his  Commission. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSOK,  Seer.* 


President  Eeeb  to  Lt.  Samtel  Huntbk,  1779. 

In  Council. 

PfaUadelphia,  Apnl  14th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Tour  Favour  by  Lt.  GadJis  came  safely  to  Hand,  k  we  are  truly 
concerned  to  find  that  the  Indians  have  renewed  their  Depredations. 
By  this  Time  I  hope  you  have  received  my  Letter  of  the  27th 
March,  giving  you  a  full  account  of  the  Measures  taken  here  for 
ycur  Defence.  You  will  there  see  that  far  from  being  neglected, 
every  Measure  has  been  taken  that  could  be  devised  for  your  Relief. 
By  a  letter  I  received  from  General  Washington,  of  the  oth  Instant, 
General  Hand  was  to  march  from  Minisink  for  Wyoming,  the  5th 
Instant,  with  about  600  Men,  whidh  will  be  a  very  ooiipetaiit  Faroe 
for  your  Protection,  as  well  as  that  of  Wyoming.  If  you  apply  to 
General  Hand,  I  make  no  doubt  he  will  detach  to  Munsey  snch  a 
number  of  Men  as  will  support  that  Post,  in  which  case  yon  will 
have  all  the  Security  which  stationary  forces  can  give. 

•  From  handbilL    See  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  768,  767. 
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Mr.  OadcRfl  earriefl  tlie  Appointraents  of  CapCaiii  M'Dtiaddeii  & 
kiB  oflloers  for  Ibe  Company  to  be  raised  in  Northumberland,  under 
the  Resolve  of  Congress.  Recraiting  Instruetions  are  also  sent 
herewith|  by  which  it  will  be  seen  what  Enconragement  the  Men 
are  to  bare.  If  the  Men  raised  for  your  3  Companies  were  to  fall 
into  this  one,  I  think  it  would  be  a  proper  Transfer.  Mr.  Oaddea 
takes  ap  Money ;  we  have  detained  him  for  that  Purpose  longer 
than  we  ooald  have  wished^  but  it  could  not  be  avoided. 

Our  Appointments  is,* 

John  M'llhaddon,  Captain. 
Robert  Arthur,  Ist  Lieutenant. 
John  Dougherty,  2nd  Lieutenant. 

We  have  direeted  Mr.  Oaddes  to  deliver  to  Captain  M'Uhadden 
his  Aj>pointment.  Mr.  Arthur  &  Mr.  Dougherty  are,  perhaps,  with 
you,  if  so,  you  will  please  to  deliver  them  their  Appointments  & 
Instructions. 

Mr.  Ckiddes  oarries  with-  him  10,000  Dollars,  ft  we  have  directed 
him  to  leave  1500  Dollars  with  Captain  M'lIhaddoD,  the  rest  to  be 
pttid  to  you,  ft  you  will  apply  it  to  the  Service,  direeted  as  in  your 
iXiseretion  you  judge  best. 

Having  done  this,  ft  we  hope  fully  demonstrated  that  all  the  good 
People  of  the  State,  however  remote  are  equally  the  Objects  of  our 
Care  ft  Attention,  we  doubt  not  yon  will  rest  assured  of  an  ttnre> 
mitting  Regard  to  your  Safety,  and  that  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you  at  all  Times. 

We  have  now  only  to  add  that,  as  it  is  a  time  of  common  Danger, 
we  would  recommend  to  you  to  cultivate  Harmony  ft  a  good  Undeiw 
standingwith  the  People  at  Wyoming,  leaving  our  unhappy  Disputen 
m  that  Quarter  to  be  settled  as  Peaoe  ft  more  fttvourable  Cinnm** 
stances  will  admit.  I  inoloae  you  a  News  Paper-*we  luvve  no 
important  Intelligenoei  either  foreign  or  domestick.  The  Enesny 
threaten  our  Sea  Coast,  ft  we  esteem  it  a  Duty  to  make  every 
Preparation  in  our  Power.  We  hope  you  will  pursue  a  similar 
Course,  ft  remember  that  while  we  call  for  Help  ft  Assistance  from 
others,  it  is  our  Duty  to  exert  ourselves  ft  use  all  the  Means  in  iur 
Power. 

The  Spirit  shown  by  raising  the  8  Companies  is  a  happy  Proof 
of  this  Temper,  and  we  hope  it  will  extend  itself  to  Bedford  and 
Westmoreland. 

I  am  sir,  with  due  esteem, 

your  most  obed*  ft  humble  serv^ 

P.  S.  If  Lieutenants  Arthur  ft  Dougherty  are  removed  from  the 
County,  or  decline  the  Services  you  will  recommend  others,  ft  in 
the  Mean  Time  forward  the  Recruiting  by  every  Means  in  your 
Power. 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  740. 
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M'  Martin,  MetDber  of  Assembly,  is,  bj  a  Resolve  of  Asseinbly 
appointed  Reoeiyer  of  the  Coogress  Emissions  of  May  &  September, 
for  your  Coanty,  &  will  relieve  yoa  in  that  Article. 

Directed, 

To  Colonel  Samuel  Hanteri  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  of  Northumberland 
County. 


Presidbkt  Rbed  to  McClbnaghan  and  Irwin,  1779. 

In  Council. 

Philadelphia,  April  15th,  1779. 

Oentlemen, 

The  Council  having  fully  deliberated  on  the  Circumstances  of  the 
Revenge'*'  Cutter,  the  very  heavy  Terms  proposed  by  the  Charter 
Pftrty,  &  their  Variance  from  those  expected  by  us,  pursuant  to  our 
Letter  of  the  3rd  April,  and  also  that,  notwithstanding  our  repeated 
Desires,  Captain  Conyngham  is  gone  without  any  State  Commission, 
Submission  to  any  Article  of  War,  &  without  Orders  or  Instructions 
—•we  can  have  no  Confidence  that  he  will  perform  what  is  expected 
from  him,  and  therefore,  yesterday,  came  to  a  Resolution  to  return 
her  to  her  Owners,  unless  Captain  Conyngham  is  upon  a  j^oper 
Footing,  &  the  Ship  can  be  had  upon  the  more  reasonable  Terms, 
i^Mscified  by  us.  The  Owners  have  even  considered  it  as  a  Favour, 
but  we  cannot  view  it  in  that  Point  of  Light,  &  therefore  are  more 
fvee  in  resting  her  to  them,  &  they  will  thereby  be  at  Liberty  to 
prosecute  their  Cruise,  from  which  they  expect  such  advantages. 

P.  S.  You  will  please  to  seal  and  forward  the  inclosed  to  Hr. 
Hodge. 

Directedf 

To  Messrs.  Blair  M^Clenachan,  and  Matthew  Irwin,  Merchants. 

Present. 

*  See  page  288. 
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P&BS.  BsED  TO  Andrew  HoBaK,  kc^  1779. 

Connoil  Cbamber ; 

AprU  15, 1779. 
Sir, 

Having  perosed  the  Draught  of  the  Charter  Pbrtj  of  the  BeTenge 
Cutter,  we  find  it  differs  materially  from  our  Apprehension  of  the 
Terms  whieh  are  contuned  in  the  inclosed  Papers,  k  hearing  nothing 
afterwards  from  the  Owners  of  the  Cutter,  or  Mess**  McCIanachan  b 
Irwin,  we  concluded  that  the  within  Propositions  were  agreed  to. 

We  also  find  that  Capt.  Conyngham  has  gone  away,  whether  to 
return  or  not  is  uncertain,  without  settling  the  Rank  with  Montgomery, 
or  receiving  any  Instructions  or  Orden,  tho'  he  was  requested  by  the 
Presid*,  in  person,  to  do  both — ^That  there  are  no  Articles  signed  by 
his  People  iHth  the  State ;  nor  has  the  Cantain  or  any  of  his  Officers 
taken  any  Commission  under  the  State.  All  which  are  Circumstances 
00  important  in  our  View,  that  unless  the  Transactions  can  be  put  on 
the  Footing  &  Terms  expected  by  us.  It  is  the  Sense  of  the  Council  to 
return  her  to  her  Owners ;  they  returningwhat  Stores  may  have  been 
put  on  board  by  the  State,  &  leave  the  Defence  of  the  Trade  to  the 
Ship,  &c.  Indeed,  after  what  has  past,  we  can  have  little  Expectation 
that  Capt.  Conyngham  will  pay  much  Attention  to  our  Views  which 
are  to  protect  the  Trade,  not  to  £0  a  privateering  And,  therefore,  as 
il  has  been  considered  by  the  Owners  of  the  Cutter  that  they  were 
sacrificing  their  Interest  on  the  Occasion,  we  are  of  Opinion  that  wo 
can,  without  Prejudice  to  the  publick,  relieve  the  Owners  of  tho 
Cutter,  &  enable  them  to  pursue  their  original  Intentions  in^which 
they  were  so  sanguine. 

JDirectedf 
To  M'  Andrew  Hodge,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Revenge  Cutter. 


Capt.  G.  Conyngham  to*  1779. 

Wilmington,  15«»  April,  1779- 

I  received  yours. .  It  appears  the  Oovemor  is  Uneasy  at  my 
Leaving  town  before  the  rank  and  Orders  was  given.  I  told  Mr. 
McCleaghen  I  was  going  to  leave  town ;  Likewise  yoorself  And  left 
this  matter  to  be  settled  by  yourselves.  It  Makes  but  Very  little 
Difference  to  me.  I  ask  no  more  than  whatever  you  may.  With  the 
president,  think  I  am  entitled  ia ;  and,  Mr.  Nisbett,  my  Commission 
is  Continentall.    I  should  send  the  Coppy  to  yon.  Only  that  it  is  a 

*  Probably  to  the  owners. 
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board ;  to  come  to  town  it  ib  impossible.  I  have  not  one  Officer  on 
board.  If  I  left  the  Yeseril  eyerj  man  would  come  ashore — ^you 
well  know  What  a  sett  they  are, — out  of  the  number  on  board  their 
is  not  10  Sailors.  I  shall  Expect  the  presidents  orders  and  Direc- 
tions With  M'  Welsh;  or  Some  other  Safe  Oppurtunity  heare. 

I  am^  Sir^ 

Your  most  obd*  Serv*, 

G.  CONYNOHAH. 

N.  B. 

The  people  I  earn  with  mnch  Difficulty  keep  on  Beard. 


VALUATioir  OF  Ship  Gmsr.  Gkbeit,  1779, 

We,  the  SubscriberSi  appointed  as  well  on  the  part  of  the  Honor- 
able the  Ezecutiye  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as 'on  that 
of  the  Owners  of  the  Ship  Oeneral  Green,  to  ascertain  the  Tala.e  of 
the  said  Ship  at  the  time  she  was  purchased  by  the  State,  having 
carefully  Examined  all  the  Accounts  respecting  the  said  Ship  called 
the  General  Green,  with  the  pig  Iron,  Eight  Guns,  and  three  pair 
of  Kowitz,  are  of  opinion,  according  to  the  best  of  our  Judgement, 
that  the  Sum  of  fifty  three  Thousand  and  Fifty  Seven  Founds, 
Eleven  Shillings  Currency  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Owners  of  the  said  Ship. 

Witness  our  Hands  this  15th  day  of  April,  1779. 

£63,057  11  0 

SAML.  C.  MORRIS, 
THOE.  PENROSE, 
JAS.  CRAIG,  jun. 
JOSEPH  RUSH.* 

Directed^ 
The  Owners  of  Ship  General  Green. 

Indorsement, 
Bead  in  Council,  April  16, 1779. 

T.  Matlack,  Sec^y. 
Order  drawn,  Apri^  23, 1779.      • 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 

♦  See  Col.  Kcc,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  751. 
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Fboglajiatiov  voBr  A  Fast,  1779. 

PBOCLAMATION, 

Bj  his  EioeOr  &o. 

Whereas,  the  GoDgress  of  the  United  States  of  America  hjtheir 
Besolve  of  the  20th  March|  did  recommend,  in  the  following  words 
yis.  :— (Here  insert  the  Proclamation  of  Congress.) 

Wherefore,  as  well  in  Respect  to  the  s'  Recommendation  of  Con- 
gress as  the  plain  Dictates  of  Datj,  whereby  we  are  called  to  acknow- 
ledge t  implore  the  Providence  &  Protection  of  Heaven,  we  do 
hereby  earnestly  recommend  to  the  good  People  of  this  Common- 
wealth to  set  apart  the  first  Thursday  in  May  next  for  the  pious  Pur- 
poses mentioned  in  the  s*  Resolvej  &  that  they  abstain  from  <J1 
Labour  &  Recreation  on  that  Day. 

Given,  &c.* 


QjQfx&AL  Hakd  to  Prbsidbnt  Rbeb,  1779. 

Lancaster,  16th  April.  1779. 
Sir, 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Ezcel^^  that  in  consequence  of 
his  Excellenoy,  General  Washington's  orders,  I  am  thus  far  on  my 
way  to  Wyoming,  on  the  Susquehannah,  to  take  the  Command  of 
the  Troops  pn  that  River.  As  their  number  is  but  small,  and  the 
principal  object  of  my  Command  lie^  above  Wyoming,  I  am  appre- 
hensive that  I  can't  pay  much  attention  to  Sunsbury  or  the  oonti- 
gious  settlements,  should  the  Enemy  attempt  any  thing  in  that 
Neighbourhood,  your  Ezcellenoy  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  take 
such  Measures  for  their  particular  security  as  you  think  necessary. 

It  is  needless,  I  hope,  to  mention  how  happy  I  should  deem  my- 
self could  I  render  any  services  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants  of  that 
part  of  the  State,  and  that  I  shall  be  ever  ready  to  promote  ai^ 
operations  your  Exc  may  think  proper  to  direct  in  their  favour,  as 
far  as  the  nature  of  my  instructions  will  admit  of,  if  your  Exo'y  will 
please  to  Honour  me  by  any  Commands,  direct  them  to  be  forwarded 
by  Col.  Geo.  Ross,  D.  Q.  M.  0.,  Lancaster. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  £zo>*  most  obed't  & 
Most  H'ble  Serv't, 

EDW*  HAND/ 
Direetedf 

On  Publie  Service. 

To  His  Excff^  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme  Exc' 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennailvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

Edwd.  Hand. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XL,  p.  750. 
14* 
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Presidbkt  Bjsbb  to  Mebsss.  McGLBNAciijUir  k  Ibwik,  1779. 

Ooaneil  Ohaxnbers,  April  16,  1779. 
Gentlemen; 

Council  baying  considered  your  Proposition  this  Morning  k  the 
Tarious  circumstances  attending  the  Cutter,  still  think  that  tb9 
Departure  of  Capt  Conjngham,  without  Settlement  of  the  Command 
or  Receiving  Orders,"^  or  taking  a  Commission  under  the  State^  & 
the  evident  Keeping  back  his  Commission,  without  which  his  Com-; 
mand  cannot  be  settled,  added  to  the  Variation  of  the  terms  from 
what  Council  had  fixed  bj  their  licttcr  of  the  3d  April,  sufficiently 
justify  them,  &  indeed  make  if  necessary  on  Behalf  of  the  Publick 
to  declare  that  they  cannot  consider  him  in  the  service  of  the  State 
-^— for  we  cannot  tWnk  Capt.  Conyngham  will  pay  more  Eegard  to 
our  future  Orders  than  he  baa  done  to  those  given  in  Person  &  more 
especially  as  he  may  have  excuses  for  a  Breach  of  Orders  &  a  Devia- 
tion from  our  Plan,  which  wa  shall  be  less  able  to  disprove.  We 
wish  our  Terms  of  the  3d  April  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Owners  &  either  accepted  or  ngeoted  in  irritioe,  hn%  as  we 
doubt  not  you  did  what  you  thought  was  for  the  best,  we  shall 
be  glad  have  it^  terminated  in  as  easy  Manner  as  possible,  con- 
sistent with  the  Interest  of  the  State.  As  it  is  our  Opinion  to  give 
her  up  it  is  immaterial  to  us  who  takes  her,  provided  the  Matter  is 
nroperiy  understood.  You  propose  to  take  her  on  the  Terms  of  the 
Charter  Party,  the  Draught  of  which  was  shown  us,  &  is  now  in  your 
Hands,  to  which  we  agree,  k  give  up  all  Claim  or  Pretence  to  the 
Gutter,  or  any  Prize  she  may  take,  provided  the  Charge  already  in-* 
curred  on  the  Part  of  the  Stete  be  refunded,  the  Stores  put  on  board- 
by  the  publick  &  accounted  for,  &  we  think  it  necessary  for  our  own 
Vindication  that  the  Owners  of  the  Cutter  should  be  informed  thai 
from  the  Ciroumstances  of  Capt.  Conyngham's  Conduct  &  the  Mis^' 
understand*  of  the  Terms,  the  State  give  her  up,  otherwise  there 
may  be  Danger  of  giving  reasonable  Cause  of  Complaint  to  them, 
wh^  will  say  they  gave  her  to  the  Publick,  not  to  Individuals,  &> 
should  she  be  successful  on  her  Cruize,  will  probably  be  very' 
clamorous  on  this  Score. 

If  it  is  not  agreeable  to  you  to  notify  the  Owners  of  the  Cutter  of 
our  Determination,  it  will  be  best  to  s^nd  forward  the  letter  we  sent' 
you  yesterday.  But  we  rather  chuse  to  take  the  Chance  of  all 
unjust  Kcflections  than  by  any  Concealment  from  the  Owners  of  the 
Cutter  give  them  just  Cause  of  Dissatisfaction  by  taking  her  out  of 
their  Hands  for  any  other  than  a  publick  Use. 

I  am,  Gentlemen^ 

Your  obed't  H'bble  Serv't. 

P.  S.    You  will  please  let  us  have  a  few  Line^  in  Answer  &  exon* , 
crating  the  State  from  all  Risque  &  Expenc^,  If  it  is  so  settled. 

*  See  page  318,  nlso  288. 
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Capt.  Andksw  Waleea  to  John  HAMsuaHi,  1779. 

a 

BoTi  Mnnoj,  17th  Ap>,  1779. 
IK  Sir, 

Yoar  representing  tbis  Oounty  in  the  Hon'ble  Ezecutiye  Gonn- 
atif  and  from  a  slender  acquaintance  I  had  with  700,  have  Imboold- 
en'd  me  to  point  you  out  as  the  most  Proper  person  to  lay  before  Conn* 
joela  Plan  of  this  Fort,*  together  with  the  hardcheps  the  Troopeshave 
sustained  whoe  haye  built  it;  from  the  first  of  Aug*  to  this  ^Present 
]peTiod. 

On  the  2d  of  Aug^i  wee  ware  ordred  bj  Colonel  Hartley  to  build 
this  Fort;  wee  Immeadictly  begon  and  Finnish'd  by  the  18th  of 
8ep%  with  these  Exceptions— There  was  but  one  row  of  Abbetiea 
round  it,  wee  had  built  Neither  Barrak's  Store  or  Magazine. 

On  the  20th  of  Sep'',  the  Garrason,  which  Consisted  of  1  Gap^  2 
Sub*,  4  Serg^;  &  60  Rank  and  File,  ware  drawn  out  (Except  1  Sub* 
&  18)  on  an- Expedition  under  th^  Command  of  Colonel  Hartley— 
on  the  9th  of  Sep'  wee  Again  marched  into  it ;  bad  weather  oomeing 
on  we  begon  oar  Barraks  Magaain^,  Store  house,  &c. ;  when  this  was 
Finosh'd,  wee  ware  Comfortably  Prepared  Again  the  winter ;  but  iu. 
the  Spring  I  found  the  Works  much  Impeared ;  I  then  set  the 
Oarreson  to  Bepair  the  Works,  and  raised  them  Eighteen  Inehes  ; 
Then  wee  pot  two  rowce  more  of  Abbetiea  round  the  works-^this  m 
Just  now  Fineah'd ;  it  is  to  be  Observed  that  in  the  Course  of  thie 
time,  one  third  of  our  men  ware  Oonstanily  Imployed  as  Ghiards  tof 
^be  Inhabitants,  and,  I  may  Afexm,  in  HaryesI  the  one  halfe  ware 
Imployed  the  same  way,  nor  can  anny  man  in  the  Oottnty  say  be* 
ever  Asked  a  guard  (when  he  had  a  JuBt  Occation)  and  was. denied. 
Dureing  tbis  time  the  Troops  ware  not  supplied  even  with  Bation 
Whiskey,  allmoste  Neakpd  for  want  of  Blankets  and  Cloathes,  and 
yet  I  haye  the  satisfaction  to  infoarm  you  they  done  their  Duty 
Cheerfully.  I  frotn  •tim^-  to  time  did  promise  them  some  Compen- 
sation for  their  Treble  and  Industrey.  The  works  are  now  finished, 
and,  in  my  oppinion,  Taneble  again  anny  nomber  our  Sayage  Enemy 
can  bring^igain  it  3  as  to  my  own  part,  I  begg  laye  to  obserye  That 
I  neither  clamo  Meret  or  Beward  for  what  I  haye  done — ^it's  aft^tngll 
that  I  haye  done  my  Duty.  Yet|  Sir,  as  I  haye  Promised  ^fse 
men  a  Compensation  for  there  Industry,  t  begg  you  will  Please* to 
lay  before  the  Hon'ble  the  Councel,  the  Inclosed  Plan,  which  will 
Inable  them  to  Judge  wheather  ^he  Troops  des^rye  a  Beward  for 
their  labour  or  not.  ^ 

*  This  not  found. 
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The  Bole  oost  this  fort  \b  to  the  States  is,  to  building  two  Roomes 
for  the  offioera,  Makeing  the  gate  &  two  Sentrj  Boxes. 

'  I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

With  due  Respeot, 

Tour  Moste  Obedient  &  Verry 

Humble  Servant, 

ANDW.  WALKER, 

Gap*  Com'g  Fort  Money. 

DirecUdf 

(On  Pnblio  Bussness.) 

John  Hamright,  Esq',  Member  of  the  Hon'ble  Ezaoutive  Connoil| 
Philadelphia. 


Pbbs.  of  Conq&ess  to  Pbes.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  18th  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

You  will  reoeiye  herewith  enclosed  copies  of  two  Aota  of  Congress 
of  the  14th  Inst.  One  to  prevent  Persons  going  within  the  Enemy's 
Lines  unless  authorized  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  it*  The  other 
on  the  subject  of  permitting  Persons,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  War  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  (if  anthoriied  by  that  State,) 
to  export  grain  &  flour  &o,f 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  Respect  &  Esteem, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  ServS 

JOHN  JAY, 
Presid*. 

Dtrectedf 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

♦  Seo  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  757. 
t  See  Col.  Bee,  VoL  XL,  p.  758. 
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Baron  Steuben  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

Sir, 

Tbe  reatoD  which  baa  determined  Swiizerland  as  well  aa  other 
Bepublics  of  Europe  to  plaoe  their  Security  in  a  Militia  capable  of 
supporting  their  independenoj,  is  the  Want  of  the  necessary  means 
to  maintain  a  Standing  Army.  This  reason  has  a  much  greater 
Weight  in  the  United  States,  where  it  would  be  impossible  to  keep 
up  Armies  numerous  enough  to  defend  so  numerous  a  Country  from 
every  hostile  invasion,  Especially  when  the  naval  force  of  our  Enemies 
is  so  much  Superior  to  ours. 

It  is  then  in  our  Militia  that  we  must  find  the  real  strength  that 
we  are  to  oppose  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  these  are  indeed  the 
most  respectable  Forces,  which  consist  of  brave  Citizens,  who  ani- 
mated by  the  noblest  motives,  defend  their  Country  and  their 
Liberty.  Our  business  is  then  now  to  find  out  the  means  of  render- 
ing that  Militia  capable  to  snpply  the  Want  of  a  well  regulated 
standing  Army,  or  at  least,  as  much  as  lies  in  our  Power. 

These  means  should  be  simple :  Uniformity  in  the  formation,  in 
the  march  and  in  the  motions  of  the  Troops,  and  the  keeping  them 
together  in  Order,  are  the  most  Essential  Points. 

In  the  Composition  of  the  first  Part  of  the  regulations  whieh  have 
been  just  published  I  have  Established  general  Principles,  aa  easy 
and  as  convenient  for  our  Regiments  of  Militia  as  for  the  Continental 
Army,  putting  aside  the  Manual  Exercise  which  I  look  on  in  some 
parts  as  sapeiluous.  The  rest  may  be  introduced  without  the  least 
difficulty,  and  the  greatest  advantage  will  result,  when  a  Body  of 
Militia  will  join  the  Enemy,  as  when  it  will  act  separately. 

I  am  induced  by  this  reason  to  address  a  Copy  of  these  Regula- 
tions to  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  submit  them  to  your  judgment,  and  in  case  you  are  of 
opinion  that  these  Rules  actually  introduced  into  our  Army  may  serve 
also  for  the  Militia  of  your  State,  I  have  not  only  engaged  with  the 
Continental  Board  of  War  to  keep  Copies  of  them  in  readiness  for 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  who  will  demand  Ihemy  but  I 
expect  only  your  Orders  to  request  of  tbe  Commander  in  Chief  to 
aend  yoa  an  Officer  oapable  of  introduoing  ikom  and  giving  the 
necessary  Explaoatioas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  tbe  greatest  respect  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  and  tbe  Hon*>«  Councirs 
moat  obedient  and  very  hamble  servanti 

STEUBEN, 
Maj.  General. 

Philadelphia,  April  20th,  1779. 
JHrectedj 
'  On  the  aervioe  of  the  United  States. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
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Jambs  Dundas  to  Council,  1779. 

Philadelphia;  April  2(Hh,  IHS. 

The  sabscriber  b^gs  leave  to  represent  to  the  Supreme  EzecatiYe 
Coancil  that  it  will  take  about  one  thousand  Founds  to  discharga 
the  Balances  due  to  sundry  Persons  employed  on  the  Fortifications 
at  Billingsport  and  Bed  Bank,  in  the  year  1777. 

That  a  large  proportion  of  the  money  he  last  reeeived  by  order  of 
your  Hon'l  Board,  was  of  the  Emissions  called  out  of  'circulation! 
and  that  seyerai  of  the  People  have  refused  to  take  it  in  paymant, 
which  has  tended  to  retard  the  settlement  of  the  public  ace**. 

The  subscriber  therefore  begs  that  the  Hon*  Council  would  be 
pleased  to  order  their  Treasurer  to  pay  him  in  such  monej  aa  may 
answer  the  intended  purpose. 

JAMES  DUNDAS,  P.  M. 

JHrecUdf 
The  Hon^  Uie  Supreme  Ezocative  Council. 

jMcnedf 

^  Ord*  that  the  Petitioner  lay  a  state  of  his  Ace'  before  the  Board 
HI  order  to  a  Warr^  issuing  as  prayed. 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 


Petition  of  Judges  in  case  of  George  Habdy,  1779. 
Sir, 

Ineloeed  herewith  we  have  the  honor  to  tranamit  to  yoinr  EzeeU 
lenoy  and  the  Coaneil,  a  transaript  of  the  Record  of  the  convietion 
and  attainder  of  George  Hardy,  for  High  Treason)  together  with* 
two  PetttiQns  for^apanlon,  the  one  signed  ^  by  mil  the  jurors  who 
convicted  him^  and  the  other  by  divers  feputable  Gitiftens  ;*^ 
which  have  been  recommended  ta  oar  favorable  intraduotion  to 
Council. 

The  overt-act  to  which  the  evidence  chiefly  applied,  was  disarm- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  Southwark,  in  which  business  he  was  un- 
doubtedly a  Ydmntecr,  and  very  active.  His  behaviour,  during  the 
several  times  he  appeared  before  the  ceart^  and  at  and  after  bis  trial, 
was  decent,  respectful  and  penitential.  His  character  appeam  tdi 
have  been  good  before  this  afiair.    If  his  life  la  apaoid  them  ia  a 

*  Those  arc  not  fowuL 
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prospeot  of  hia  reformation.  His  death  (being  a  man  of  small  note 
or  oonaideration) -wenM  afford  little  benefit  by  the  exannple.  And 
when  we  refieot  that  his  offence  has  not  been  of  the  most  aggravaUd 
apecies  of  treason,  and  that  more  than  one,  at  least  equally  criminal 
with  this  man,  has  been  tried  before  us,  and  acquitted  by  the  extreme 
lenity  and  tenderness  of  the  Juries,  We  find  ourselves  constrained  to 
gratify  the  wishes  of  hi»  Jury  and  Friends  by  recommending  him  to 
your  mercy,  so  far  as  respects  his  life. 

We  are,  with  the  utmost  regard, 

year  ExoelleDoy'a  and  the  Connoil's 

most  obedient  &  most  humble  servants, 

THO  M'KEAN, 

WILL.  S.  ATLEE, 

JOHN  EVANS.* 

JDirededy 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed^  Esquire,  ftc. 


GbnIi,  Washikgtoh  to  CouNoii,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  Middle  Brook, 

20th  April,  1779. 
Oentlemen, 

I  have,  in  obedience  to  a  resolve  of  Congress,  of  the  8d  instant^ 
directed  a  Court  Martial  to  be  heild  at  ibis  Camp  on  the  1st  of  Maj 
next,  for  the  trial  of  Major  General  Arnold  on.  the  Ist,  2d^  8d,  aad. 
6th  changes  exhibited  against  him  by  the  Sopteme  Exeootive  Goon* 
cil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  Court  at  the  alcove, 
time  with  the  proper  evidence  in  support  of  the  charges. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect,  Oentlemen, 

Tour  most  obet.  Servt., 

G».  WASHINCTON.t 

.    .  .     ,    •        ...  ....  » 

His  Excell'y  the  President  &  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

IndortMf 
Ileo'da2,  Answ'4  the  24thy  &  sent  by  Gen.  M'Intoah  iihe  26th. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XL,  pp.  747,  763,  754,  760.  761,  764.  He  was  then 
*'repr!eted  until  the  end  ot  the  same  Session  of  the  General  Assembly, 
the  word  SesBion  being  understood  to  mean  Sitting." 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  7&5.    See  reply,  postea. 
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F&ES.  Rb£d  to  C.  J.  MoKban,  1779. 

Sir, 

Col.  Smithy  one  of  the  agents  for  forfeited  Estates  has  made  a 
Bepresentation  respecting  the  Estate  in  this  County  formerly  belong* 
ing  to  Richard  Swanwick.  And  if  it  be  just,  as  we  have  no  Eeasoa 
to  question  his  Veracity,  we  are  of  Opinion  the  Justice,  Honour,  & 
Peaee  of  OoTernm'  deeply  affected  by  the  Proceedings  which  are 
likely  to  take  Place  with  Respect  to  those  Tenants,  l^e  Farms  it 
is  said  have  been  rented  to  them  (after  Notioe  to  the  Claimants 
Trotman  &  others)  under  the  Faith  &  Assoranoes  of  OovemmS 
they  have  prepared  their  Ground  for  a  Spring  Crop }  their  Families 
have  no  Places  to  move  to,  &  yet  it  is  said  summary  Prooess  is  to 
issue  to  dispossess  them.  When  we  consider  these  Persons  &  their 
Characters  compared  with  those  who  are  thus  endeavouring  to  dis- 
tress them,  that  the  former  want  Houses  because  by  their  Services  & 
Affection  to  their  Country,  they  became  exposed  to  the  Ba^  &  Deso- 
lation of  the  Enemy,  &  that  the  latter  have  them  by  a  direct  con- 
trary Conduct,  we  cannot  help  expressing  our  Wishes  that  some 
Mode  consistent  with  Law  may  be  devised  for  their  Relief,  &  in  this 
View  do  recommend  it  to  your  most  serious  Consideration.  If  there 
is  no  such  Method,  we  can  only  lament  the  fatal  Defect  of  Justice  & 
Policy,  and  shall  endeavour  to  make  it  an  Object  of  our  attentive 
Consideration  to  prevent  &  redress  future  Cases  of  the  like  Kind. 

We  are  far  from  wishing  to  mingle  Considerations  of  Policy  with 
those  of  Justice,  but  we  cannot  help  suggesting  our  Apprehensions 
that  too  easy  an  Ear  has  been  given  by  the  Ministers  of  Justice  to 
the  Applications  of  those  who  are  dissafected  to  their  Country  & 
that  from  a  Fear  of  the  Imputation  of  Rigour  or  giving  Offenoe,  the 
oontrary  Error  of  extreme  Compassion  &  a  Desire  to  avoid  Offenoe 
has  taken  Place,  which  in  some  Cases  may  be  laudable  &  in  others 
exouseable,  yet  had  a  Tendency  to  weaken  Oovernm^i  &  encourage 
the  politioal  Sinners  of  this  State. 

I  am,  Sir. 

April  20, 1779. 


W.  n.  Drayton  to  Prbs.  Bebd,  1779. 

AprU  22, 1779. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  Council  this  day  published,  I  do 

without  delay  return  into  your  hands  the  first  &  second  Vol"  of 
<'  State  Tracts ''  which  I  had  removed  from  the  State  Library,  where 
I  bad  not  time  to  use  them  to  my  lodgings  where,  after  Congress 
hours,  I  had  time  to  turn  them  over  with  attention. 
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These  are  tbe  only  books  which  I  ever  removed  fieom  the  Library. 
If  I  could  have  thought  that  such  an  use  of  the  Books  would  have 
given  offenoe,  I  should  not  have  taken  such  a  liberty.  Howeveri  I 
ahall  not  repeat  a  oosdoct  which  I  find  is  disagreeable. 

I  ani;  Sir^ 

Your  most  obed*  Serv* 

W-  H'  DRAYTON. 
Eleven,  A.  M.  April  22nd,  1779.* 

To  Timothy  Matlaok,  Esq". 


Board  of  Wab  to  Pres.  Ribd,  1779. 

War  Office;  April  22^  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  been  desired  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  take 
the  necessary  Steps  for  the  March  &  Equipment  of  Col.  Proctor's 
Segiment  on  a  secret  Expedition  whien  requires  their  prooeedhig 
with  every  Degree  of  Dispatch.  As  Part  of  that  Regiment  is  sta* 
tioned  at  the  Forts  on  the  Delaware,  we  beg  Leave  to  inform  your 
Excellency  &  the  Hon'ble  Council,  that  means  may  be  taken  to 
relieve  the  Companies  on  the  Delaware^  if  you  think  proper,  with  a 
competent  Number  of  Militia. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

your  very  obed*  Servants 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
By  Order-t 
Direciedf 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  ExoeUeney  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  Pennsilvania. 

(Wsv  Offioe.) 

*  Bee  Col.  R«o.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  756,  aad  page  866  of  this  ToL 
t  See  GoL  &ee.»  Vol.  XI.,  p.  766,  76& 
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Genl.  J.  P.  De  Haas  to  Paes.  Beed,  1779. 

LebanoD;  22nd  April;  1779. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency,  that  some  time  since 
a  quantity 'of  flour,  which  I  had  purchased  at  the  request  of  a  few 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philad*  for  their  own  consumption  was 
seised  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  by  one  Sohaffner  a  commissary  at 
this  post.  As  it  was  said  to  have  beep  done  by  virtue  of  an  order 
from  the  Board  of  War,  I  represented  the  circumstances  to  that 
body,  to  whose  answer  aijd  to  my  letter  herewith  presented,  for  a 
more  particular  account  of  the  transaction,  I  refer  you.  I  am 
induced  to  believe  that  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  will  think 
I  am  Entitled  to  some  satisfaction  or  redress  and  that  it  will  not  be 
withheld  from  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Serv^ 

J.  P.  de  HAAS. 

Directed. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


No.  1. 

Lebanon,  11th  February,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  going  to  address  you  on  an  unusual  subject,  but  when  I 
inform  you  that  the  grievance  of  which  I  am  about  to  complain  is 
said  to  have  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  War  you  will  not  wonder. 
Some  time  since  I  was  requested  by  some  of  my  acquaintances  in 
Philad*  to  procure  a  few  tons  of  good  flour  for  their  particular  con- 
sumption, which  I  did,  and  had  it  stored  at.  the  mills,  waiting  an 
opportunity  of  sending  it  down.  On  the  4th  inst.  one  Jacob  Scbaff- 
ner,  a  young  lad  appointed  by  M'  Cornelius  Cox,  ass*  Commissary 
of  pur%  to  supply  this  post  with  provisions,  came  and  informed  me 
that  he  had  M'  Cox's  order  to  seize  all  my  flaur,  wheatj  &c*,  for  the 
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vse  of  the  publio.  I  answered  that  I  had  five  or  six  tofla  of  flour  at 
the  mills,  which  I  considered  as  the  property  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  Philad*,  but  in  case  of  absolute  necessity  he  should  have  it  on  his 
paying  at  least  what  it  cost  me,  and  at  the  same  time  informed  him 
that  Colonel  Greenewalt  of  this  place  had  flour  for  sale,  and  that 
Colo.  Kuoher,  about  a  mile  off,  had  purchased  a  large  quantity  td 
wheat,  which  I  did  not  doubt  was  for  sale  also.  Next  day  I  was 
informed  by  the  millers  that  Schaffner,  with  guards,  waggons,  &c% 
had  seised  and  taken  away  the  flour,  &  had  issued  orders  to  them  to 
grind  all  the  grain  that  should  be  brought  to  their  mills,  belonging 
to,  or  in  the  name  of  P.  de  Haas.  This  astonished  me,  but  it's 
happy  that  I  did  not  take  the  revenge  which  my  passion  first 
dictated.  On  the  6th  instant^  two  waggons  loaded  with  whisky 
halted  before  my  door.  I  immediately  gave  information  thereof  to 
M'  Sohaffner  that  in  case  supplies  were  really  scarce,  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  seising  that  also ;  upon  which  he  came  and  told 
me  that  he  had  then  a  sufficiency  of  both  flour  and  whisky,  whence 
I  concluded  that  his  orders,  whether  pretended  or  real,  were  to 
seize  my  property  only, — a  measure  which  could  not  have  even  the 
countenance  of  the  Board  of  War.  The  fact,  in  my  opinion,  is^ 
that  as  I  was  by  no  means  under  his  notice  as  a  forestaller,  &c", 
and  provisions  being  in  no  wise  scarce,  it  seems  to  have  been  in  part 
dictated  and  set  on  foot  by  a  petty  Quarter  Master  of  this  place,  by 
whom  I  have  been  insulted  on  account  of  my  abhorrence  of  his 
conduct.  Not  long  since  I  reced.  a  note  from  him  in  the  following 
words, — "Tou  are  to  take  'two  men  (waggoners)  billeted  on  you.— 
Kob*  Patton,  D.  Q.  M.  G^— To  Gen»  de  Haas."  This  I  thought  very 
extraordinary.  I  however  absolutely  refused  it,  well  knowing  that 
a  Oent"  once  honored  with  the  title  of  General,  can  by  no  means  have 
soldiers  billeted  on  him — at  least 'tis  so  in  Europe.  It  may  be  this  M' 
Quarter  Master  has  unusual  authorities ;  indeed  it  seems  so,  or  he  would 
not  dare  to  exchange  horses,  as  tho'  they  were  private  property,  or 
sell  them  otherwise  than  in  a  public  manner.  There  are  frequent 
instances  of  his  seizing  the  property  of  individuals  in  a  manner  that 
appeared  to  me  the  most  unwarrantable.  If  such  powers  are  con- 
ferred on  him  I  have  nothing  to  say  on  that  head^  but  I  have  a 
right  to  think  as  I  please.  And  when  I  know  that  a  man,  who  but 
a  short  time  since  had  no  property,  is  purchasing  one  plantation 
after  another,  and  speaks  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  pounds  as  but 
of  a  part  of  his  estate,  in  my  opinion  his  conduct  as  a  public  officer 
appears  somewhat  censurable.  The  above  M'  Schaffiaer  is  a  boy 
without  a  singlo  good  qualification,  who,  aided  by  others  of  his  olassi 
has  more  than  onoe  abused,  and  in  a  forceable  manner  taken  the 
grain,  cattle,  &c,  from  the  most  reputable  &  honest  farmers  of  the 
neighbourhood  without  any  cause  whatever.  These  things  are  too 
much  winked  at,  and  are  of  very  great  public  injury.  With  respect 
to  the  seiaure  of  my  flour,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  your  answer.    I 
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latter  myself  the  Honble.  Board  mil  aflfoid  me  each  redieas  ta  I 
ham  a  right  to  expect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Ik^, 

J.  F.  P£  HAAS. 

(Copy) 

XHrectedf 
The  HonUe  &.  Peten. 


No.  a. 

War  Office,  Pebra*  20*,  1779. 

D'  Sir, 

I  reoeived  your  Letter  on  the  subject  of  oertaiu  seizures  made  o{ 
your  property.  I  communroated  it  to  the  Board,  in  whose  behalf  I 
inform  you  that  your  letter  was  the  first  notice  we  had  of  the  trans- 
action. We  gave  no  orders  in  the  ease,  nor  have  we  Riven  any 
orders  whatsoever  for  the  seizure  of  any  person's  property  by  officers 
in  any  Department  under  our  direction.  Wo  have  communicated 
your  letter  both  to  the  D.  Comm^  of  nurchases,  M'  Blaine^  &  to  the 
A.  Q.  M.  G',  M'  Pettit,  with  our  orders  to  examine  into  the  com- 
plaint. M'  Pettit  informs  us  he  gave  no  orders,  nor  was  it  done 
in  the  Department,  for  the  billeting  of  soldiers  or  wacgoners;  & 
M'  Blaine  says  the  flour  was  taken  by  virtue  of  a  gener^authoritv 
from  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State.  Be  assured  that  we  shall 
encourage  no  officer  in  acts  of  oppression  on  any  occasion ;  &  as  to 
the  facts  stated  in  your  letter  with  respect  to  the  Commissaries — if 
they  have  done  wrong^  you  have  your  remedy  against  them.  We 
wish  the  Laws  of  the  State  to  have  their  full  efifect  in  all  cases,  nor 
is  it  our  custom  to  sive  any  orders  which  may  in  their  conseauences 
oppose  them.  If  the  Commissaries  have  acted  contrary  to  the  laws 
they  are  liable  to  punishment,  but  if  agreeably  to  them,  they  will 
be  justified.  Our  orders  cannot  be  plead,  for  we  gave  none.  We 
will  on  all  occasions  support  and  not  infringe  the  rights  of  citizens, 
OS  we  look  upon  our  happiness  and  liberty  intirely  involved  in 
theirs. 

I  am  with  great  Regard, 

your  obed^  servS 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

in  behalf  of  y*  Board. 
(Copy.) 
JHr^eiddf 
To  Qen^  De  Haas. 
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James  Dundas  ¥o  Council,  1779. 

Philadelphia;  April  22',  1779. 

Hacf  it  pleue  th«  Oomoil, 

Agreeable  to  a  verbal  Order  I  yesterday  recetred  from  your 
Secretary,  I  have  the  honour  of  incloBiog  to  yon  a  Liat  of  the  Balanoea 
that  appeared  due  to  people  employed  on  the  Foriifioations  at  Bil- 
lingsport  and  Bed  Bank,  (extracted  from  the  Ledger,)  amounting 
to  £763  16  2 i.  But  sundry  applications  for  payment  have  been 
made  to  me  at  a  time  when  I  haid  no  money  but  that  called  out  of 
oirculation,  which  they  refusing  to  receive,  went  off,  and  as  they  were 
loose  ace**  not  Credited  in  the  Ledger,  cannot  exactly  ascertain  tho 
amount,  but  believe  with  the  above  would  make  at  least  the  sums  I 
applyed  to  your  Hon*  Board  for. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Genilemea, 

Your  most  hum*  Serv*, 

JAMES  DUNDAS  * 

[Then  follows  the  detailed  account.] 
Directed, 

The  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Lieutenant  Gborqe  Henry  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Apnl  22nd,  1779. 

Id  consequence  of  your  Order  of  the  11th  of  March,  I  have 
taken  an  Inventory  of  the  Naval  Stores  now  collected,  a  Copy  of 
which  is  inolosed.f 

The  heavy  Cannon  that  were  at  Trenton  &  Bordentown,  I  imme- 
diately sent  for — they  are  now  at  the  Factory  in  this  City,  mounting. 
The  small  arms  are  delivered  to  Captain  Styles. 

I  an  dayly  finding  the  scattered  Stores  of  the  State,  &  will 
collect  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

yoQT  moat  obed*  &  yerj  humb*  serv*, 

GEORGE  HENRY. 

^  The  Cannons  brought  from  Trenton  &  Bordentown  were  seyen^ 
eighteen,  &  two,  twenty-four  pounders. 

Directed, 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq?.,  President  of  the  SUte^  of 
PeuDsylvania. 

*  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  766. 
1 8w  CoL  Bee.,  YoL  XL,  p.  7ft6,  766. 
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Matthew  GRBoa  to  Council,  1779. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Sapreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania;. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  applied  to  Colonel  Pettit  for  his  oppinion  and  Direction 
in  what  manner  I  am  to  have  a  Settlement  of  my  Accounts  &  Pay 
for  the  time  I  have  served  the  State  as  Waggon  Master,  and  have 
Received  his  Answer  thereto,  as  will  appear  to  you  by  the  enclosed. 
As  I  live  a  considerable  distance  from  this  City,  and  have  came 
here  for  the  sole  purpose  of  obtaining  a  Settlement,  I  Request  you 
will  take  the  matter  under  your  Consideration,  and  give  such  orders 
&  Directions  as  to  you  may  seem  most  proper. 

I  tim  Gentlemen, 

with  due  respect, 

your  most  obed*  hum*  serv*, 

MATTHEW  GREGG.* 

Philadelphia,  22d  April,  1779. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Indorsement, 
Read  in  Council,  April  22nd,  1779. 


Matthew  Gbbgo  to  Colonel  Pettit,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  22nd  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  think  proper  to  inform  yon  that  I  waa  i4>pointed  Waggon 
Master  for  the  County  of  Cumberland,  by  the  Executive  Council  of 
this  State,  the  ninth  of  January,  1778,  apd  never  have  had  any 
settlement  of  my  Accounts  or  pay  from  that  time — therefore  request 
you  will  inform  me  what  mode  I  am  to  pursue  in  order'  to  have  a 
settlement,  and  in  so  doing,  you  will  muc^  oblige 

your  veryliiimble  servant,. 

MATTHEW  GREGG. 

*  See  €oL  Boe.r  Vol.  XL,  p.  765. 
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I  do  not  know  pf  any  Instance  in  wbich  the  Gonntj  Waggon 
Mastera  of  Pei^nsylyania  have  been  paid  by  the  Qnarter  Master 
General.  They  seem  to  be  merely  State  Officers,  appointed  by  & 
accountable  for  their  Oooduct  to  the  State.  How  far  their  pay  may 
be  a  proper  charge  against  the  United  States,  it  may  not  be  proper 
for  me  to  determine,  but  I  do  not  conceive  the  Quarter  Master 
General  is  authorized  to  pay  them  in  the  first  Instance. 

CHARLES  PETTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  G. 

22nd  April,  1779. 

Directed, 
To  Colonel  Charles  Pettit,  Present. 


Secretaby  Matlack  to  Wm.  H.  Drayton,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  State  Tracts  came  to  hand.  It  was  not  the  intention  of 
Council  to  prevent  the  delegates  of  Congress  from  the  use  of  the 
State  Library,  but  so  great  a  number  of  books  being  abroad,  with- 
out any  account  of  them,  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  publish 
them,  in  order  to  call  them  in.  I  shall,  without  hesitation,  at  any 
time,  send  you  any  books  you  shall  have  reason  for. 

I  am  air, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.;  Secretary.* 

Thursday,  April  22nd,  1779. 

IHrtctedf 
To  the  Honorable  W.  H.  Drayton,  Esqr. 


Council  to  Chas.  Petit,  Q.  M.  G.  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  desire  yon  will  please  to  furnish  two  waggons  to 
bring  some  arms  and  ammunition  from  Coryela  ferry  to  this  oity — 
The  arms  and  ammunition  are  the  same  which  were  sent  to  supply 
the  militia  appointed  to  conduct  the  Convention  troops  thro  this 
atate,  and  are  therefore  to  be  returned  at  Continental  ezpence. 

^  See  page  8?8. 
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bad  Consequences.     We  could  bave  wisb'd  jonr  Excelk  bad  ap- 
pointed a  later  Daj,  or  we  could  have  bad  earlier  Notice*    Yoor 
Letter  is  dated  the  20th  Inst,  &  was  not  received  till  the  22d|  & 
considering  tbe  Distance  of  some  of  the  Witnesses,  we  fear  it  will 
not  be  possible  to  give  them  Notice,  much  less  to  procure  their 
Attendance^  k  we  preanme  no  ex  parte  Testimony  ought  to  be 
leceived  by  tbe  Court.      Our  yiew  of  the  matter  was,  &  it  was  so 
eonsidered  by  tbe  joint  Committees,  that  we  should  transmit  tb» 
Papers  to  your  Excell^,  inform  you  of  the  Names  of  the  Witnesses 
td  pkt)ve  the  seTeral  Points — that  then  your  Ezeell'',  either  by  your 
own  Authority  or  that  of  Congress,  would  have  procured  tbe  Attend* 
ance  of  the  Witnesses.    Two  officers  of  Congress,  not  in  any^respeot 
under  our  Control,  are  material  Witnesses,  of  which  we  informed 
Congress,  requesting  they  might  not  proceed  to  Carolina  till  their 
Testimony  oonld  be  had.    No  Notice  was  taken  of  it,  &  they  set  off 
about  a  Week  ago,  &  as  we  have  Reason  to  think^with  a  View  to  ha 
absent  till  tbe  trial  is  oyer.    Col.  Fitzgerald,  who  isalso  a  material 
Witness,  we  suppose  is  in  VirginidI     As  substantial  Justice,  not  a 
mere  formality,  is  undoubtedly  your  Exoelly*  object  on  this  Occasion, 
we  tfubtmt  to  your  judgment  whether  a  competent  Time  for  the 
Attendance  of  these  Witnesses,  at  least  who  are  within  Reach,  &,  tbe 
Adjustment  of  some  previous  Points  will  not  make  a  farther  Day 
necessary.     These  Points  are  at  whose  Ezpence  &  by  whose  Pnn 
ourement  are  the  Witnesses  to  be  had,  and  whether  the  service  wiU 
not  admit  of  the  sitting  of  the  Court  at  some  nearer  Place  than 
Camp  J  if  that  cannot  be,  we  must  rely  upon  your  Ezcelk  to  give  some 
Directions  for  the  Accommodation  of  the  Persons  who  may  Attend 
in  Behalf  of  the  Prosecution.    As  the  Idea  expressed  in  j^our  Excels* 
Letter  does  not  correspond  with  the  Resolve  of  Congress  transmitted 
to  us,  &  differs  from  that  entertained  by  the  joint  Committee  of 
CoBgress,  Council  &  Assembly,  in  which  it  was  expressly  declared 
that  this  Board  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a  Party,  we  trust  the 
Proceedings  in  the  Business  will  conform  to  this  Idea,  otherwiaoi 
besides  the  Inconveniences  above  mentioned,  we  shall  be  liable  to  a 
Charge  of  Inconsistency  not  well  founded. 

We  are  Sir,  with  ereiy  sentiment  of  Respect  &  Regard, 

Tour  most  obed't  H'bble  Sery't, 

.   JOS.  RBED. 

P.  S.  By  the  Time  this  will  reach  your  Excelk  there  will  remain 
but  3  Days,  so  that  we  shall  be  glad  to  have  as  early  an  Answer  aa 
possible,  for  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  no  other  Delay  is  sought 
but  what  is  necessary  to  proceed  to  Business  with  Effect. 
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Council  to  Board  op  War,  1779. 

Philada,  April  24th,  1779. 
OeQtlemeQy 

?rhe  Council  lately  received  the  inclosed'*'  Resolve  from  CongreaSi 
&  as  they  wish  to  avoid  all  fatare  Occasion  of  Uneasiness  or  Dispute, 
fequeat  to  know  whether  the  State  of  Pednsylvania  is  considered  as 
a  »^<krale  Department  from  the  Command  ia  Chief. 

I  am,  Qent,  respectfally, 

yo.ur  Obd'  Hbbl.  Ser.,  x 

TY  MATLACK,  Setf^. 
To  Hon'ble  Board  of  War. 


Pres.  Bbbd  to  Board  ov  War,  1779. 

Xa  Council,  Philada.,  April  24th,  1779. 
Oentlemen: 

We  received  youre  of  yesterday,t&  immediately  directed  two 
Militia  Companies  of  Artillery  to'  relieve  the  Detachment  of  Col« 
Proctor's  Reg'  doing  Duty  at  Billinsport  &  Mud  Island.  As  ths 
Militia  baa  scarcely  yet  recovered  the  shook  of  Dispersion  occasioned 
by  the  Enemy  &  the  loss  of  Arms,  AocoatremetitB,  &c.,  it  will  be 
some  Time  before  they  will  be  prepared  to  go  down,  &  we  doubt  not 
jOH  will  think  with  us  thai  it  is  a  matter  of  too  much  Importance 
to  leave  these  Forts  quite  unguarded  at  tiiis  Season  of  the  Year. 
We  therefore  hope  Col.  Proctor's  People  will  not  leave  the  Posts 
till  the  Militia  go  down,  &  you  may  depend  upon  our  forwarding 
them  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 

Gen.  Washington  assured  the  President  at  Camp,  &  has  since 
repeated  it  in  Letters^  that  Col.  Rawlins's  Reg'  was  to  march  to  Fori 
Pitt,  &  from  thence  to  take  such  a  Post  for  the  Protec^o  of  the 
Frontiers  as  would  best  answer  that  Purpose  To  this  End  he  in- 
forms us  he  had  thro'  you  addrcss'd  Gov.  Johnson  to  order  some 
MiliUa  to  relieve  Rawlins^s  Reg*  then  guarding  British  Prisoners  at 
Fort  Frederick.  As  these  unhappy  Borderers  are  much  distressed, 
&  have  been  made  to  expect  this  Assistance  will  be  sent  them,  we 
must  beg  you  to  keep  it  in  Memory,  ^  if  necessary  renew  the  appli- 
cation to  Gov.  Johnson,  a  Request  we  think  he  will  more  readily 
comply  with  as  the  Militia  of  that  State  have  borne  an  inconsiderable 
share  of  this  burthensome  service,  when  compared  with  most  other 
States  io  the  Union. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Gent.,  Your  obed.  & 

very  Hbble.  Serr. 

*  No  resolution  was  found  with  this,  and  iio  date  indicates  the  one  re* 
ferred  to— the  last  rec*d  is  alluded  to  on  page  827. 
t  See  page  829. 
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Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Rebd,  1779. 

War  Office,  April  24, 1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  honoured  with  jonr  Letter  on  the  Subject  of  the 
Militia  to  be  sent  to  the  Forts  on  the  Delaware  &  Col.  Rawlins's 
Begiment.  Col.  Proctor's  Comp'ies  shall  remain  as  long  as  the 
Duty  they  are  to  proceed  npon  will  possibly  admit  We  are  deeply 
impress'd  with  the  Necessity  of  a  sufficient  Force  at  those  Posts  to 
defend  them  at  least  against  a  sudden  Enterprise.  We  have  repeat- 
edly ezpress'd  to  Congress  our  Anxiety  on  this  subject,  &  yesterday 
renewed  our  Request  that  something  might  be  done  in  the  Matter. 
The  calling  upon  the  militia  should  be  avoided  as  much  as  possible, 
especially  for  service  likely  to  be  of  long  Continuance.  In  the  pre- 
sent case,  however,  there  is  no  other  j^source,  &  as  Col.  Proctor's 
Companies  cannot  stay  many  Days,  consistent  with  other  Arrange- 
ments, we  entreat  that  your  Excellency  &  the  Hon.  Council  will  be 
pleased  to  stimulate  the  proper  Officers  to  get  the  Relief  of  Militia 
in  Readiness  the  soonest  possible. 

The  supplies  for  Colonel  Rawlins's  regiment  are  gone  from  hence, 
some  time  ago,  &  he  will  be  ready  to  march  so  soon  as  they  arrive.* 
We  were  so  anxious  to  expedite  the  march  of  this  Regiment  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Frontiers,  that  on  Oov.  Johnson's  representing  the 
Difficulties  attending  the  raising  the  militia,  we  agreed  that  only  a 
small  Guard  of  a  Lieu*  &  10  Men  of  the  Militia  should  be  stationed 
at  Fort  Frederick,  &  ordered  the  Commissary  to  suffer  the  Prisoners 
to  go  out  among  the  Inhabitants  as  Labourers.  We  therefore  con- 
ceive that  every  Impediment  is  removed,  &  that  Council  may  depend 
u^n  what  Assistance  this  small  Regiment  can  afford  the  distress'd 
Inhabitant^  of  the  Frontiers. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  very  obed.  Servants, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  order. 

Directed, 

On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  President,  &c.,  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

War  Office. 

*  See  GoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  768. 
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Prbs.  Bbkp  to  Qbk.  Washington,  1779. 

Philad.,  April,*  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  to  thank  yoa  for  your  Favour  of  tbe  19*^  lQ8t.,f  &  hopet  he 
State  I  am  aboal  to  give  of  our  Affairs  will,  in  some  Degree,  answer 
to  jonr  EzoerjB  Satisfaction  tbe  most  important  Parts  of  your 
Letter.  As  soon  as  I  returned  from  Camp,  Orders  were  issaed  for 
calling  250  Militia  from  the  Inner  Counties  for  the  Protection  of 
Bedford  ft  Westmoreland,  these  Counties  being  much  exposed,  & 
having,  as  I  suppose,  at  that  Time,  very  little  Expectations  from 
Fort  Pitt  ft  its  Neighbourhood.  We  also  made  the  Appointments 
for  the  Corps  of  Rangers,  which,  at  its  full  Complement,  will  be  380 
Men.  These  are  now  recruiting,  &  we  hope  with  considerable  sue- 
oess ;  but  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves  they  will  be  complete  by  the 
10th  May.  Nor  from  the  Forms  to  be  complied  with  in  the  Militia 
Law,  do  we  suppose  the  Militia  are  more  than  prepared  to  march. 
If,  therefore,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  last  Clause  of  your  Excell*'* 
Letter,  the  Co-operation  of  the  Troops  from  Fort  Pitt  is  laid  aside, 
perhaps  the  Assistance  intended  by  these  Militia  to  Bedford  ft  West- 
moreland, may  be  given  from  Fort  Pitt,  ft  the  Militia  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed  to  Sunbury  directly.  By  this  Means  a  body  of  Men  may  be  had  in 
Service,  which  otherwise  we  cannot  expect.  But,  after  the  Assu- 
rance given  these  Counties  of  Protection  from  this  Militia,  we  fear 
it  would  give  great  Disgust  if  we  should  change  their  Destination 
without  supplying  their  Places.  I  mentioned  in  a  former  Letter, 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland  had  raised  3  Companies,  at 
their  own  Expence,  of  Forty  Men  each,  which,  I  suppose,  will  be 
ready  by  the  Time  proposed.  The  Law  does  not  allow  of  keeping 
the  Militia  out  longer  than  2  Months  at  one  Time,  nor  have  we  the 
Power  of  prolonging  it  on  any  Pretence  whatever.  As  to  bringing  their 
Arms,  it  will  generally  be  impracticable ;  we  must  endeavor  to  supply 
them  in  some  Way  or  other.  Your  Excell^  must  reccollect,  that  ia 
1776  ft  1777,  when  the  Militia  were  discharged,  their  Arms  were 
ordered  to  be  left;  they  have  never  been  replaced,  nor  have  the 
People  had  an  Opp*"  to  procure  new  ones — hence,  whenever  the 
Militia  are  called  upon  there  is  a  general  ft  real  Difficulty  which  we 
are  endeavoring  to  supply  as  fast  as  possible;  but  unfortunately  we 
have  to  combat  a  principle  of  Peculation  too  prevalent,  that  of  car- 
rying off  the  Arms  when  furnished  by  the  publick,  a  Circumstance 
which  keeps  us  very  needy,  ft  is  attended  with  many  bad  Consequences. 
I  should  mislead  your  Exoell'  if  I  promised  a  Term  of  Service  longer 

*  The  day  ia  left  blank,  but  is  indorsed  the  24th,  and  is  probably  one 
of  the  two  referred  to  in  tbe  following  letter  of  Qen.  Washington  as  the  24th 
and  26th.    See  also  page  861. 

t  Not  found. 
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than  2  MoDths,  ft  to  call  out  the  Militia  of  these  Frontier  Counties 
at  this  Tine,  would  defeat  one  prinoipal  Benefit  extended  them,  viz. : 
the  giving  them  an  Opp*'  to  sow  ft  plant,  without  which  they  must 
leave  their  Teams  for  Want  of  Bread,  be  the  Issue  of  the  Expedition 
ever  so  successful. 

We  perfectly  agree  with  your  ExcelU  in  your  Opinion  of  Gen. 
Potter,  ft  shall  most  cheerfully  put  the  Command  of  the  Troops  into 
his  Hands  from  every  Motive  of  Propriety  ft  Confidence. 

I  am  obliged  to  your  Excell^  for  your  Communications  respecting 
Plour.  We  have  lately  been  applied  to  from  Bermudas  on  the  same 
Account;  but  we  are  very  unwilling  to  listen  to  these  Applications 
'till  a  moral  Certainty  can  be  obtained  of  our  Compliance  not  endau- 
gering  the  Army. 

Gen.  Mcintosh  is  arrived  in  Town,  but  I  have  not  had  the  Pleasure 
of  seeing  him,  exce{^t  once  in  the  Street,  ft  be  was  so  much  altered 
that  I  did  not  know  him  'till  he  was  past.  We  have  been  at  a  very 
great  Expence  in  sending  Stores  of  all  kinds  up  to  Fort  Pitt,  ft  ad 
that  Part  of  the  Plan  is  altered  which  seemed  to  require  a  Collector 
of  Troops  there,  I  hope  they  mav  be  used  in  some  such  Way  as  to 
check  the  temporary  Ravages  or  the  Indians^-At  least  affording 
Westmoreland  complete  Protection. 

I  lately  received  the  Letter  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  Copy,  from 
Gen.  Hand ;  if  the  Movement  takes  Place  in  the  time  menf  in  your 
£xclel'*  Letter,  or  near  it,  our  Apprehensions  for  Northumberland 
will  be  removed ;  otherwise,  I  fully  understood  that  his  Detachment 
would  be  so  stationed  as  to  cover  Wyoming  ft  that  Country,  untill  an 
offensive  Movement  should  take  Place,  which  was  expected  to  offer 
th6  most  effectual  Protection. 

No  State  has  suffered  so  much  upon  its  Frontiers  as  this  has,  ft 
if  the  Depredations  continue  this  Year,  the  present  interiour  Parts 
will  be  the  Frontier ;  and  as  we  have  so  great  a  Portion  of  the  Con- 
tinental Burthen,  both  in  Men  ft  Service,  your  Excelk  will,  I  am 
sure,  think  with  us,  that  we  are  entitled  to  a  proportionate  Attention. 
And  we  think  it  better  to  apprize  your  Exccll'  now,  that  if  any 
Dissatisfaction  should  appear  afterwards,  the  Pennsylvania  Troops 
are  drawn  off  on  e|ich  side,  especially  towards  New  Tork,  which  does 
BO  little  for  itself,  ft  the  Interval  exposed.  This  is  a  Sentiment^ 
not  drawn  from  us  by  auy  Doubt  or  Distrust  of  an  equal  Protection 
being  extended,  as  Times  and  Circumstances  will  admit,  but  by  the 
Uneasiness  expressed  this  Spring.  Nor  have  we  the  least  Idea  oT 
retaining  Troops  as  stationary,  unless  the  proposed  Expedition  should 
be  laid  aside,  or  some  Accident  occasion  a  Division  of  the  Troops  ft  a 
resuming  of  Stations,  in  which  Case  we  rely  fully  upon  your  Justice 
ft  Judgment  to  dispose  them  so,  aa  Times  ft  Circumstances  will  admit, 
that  equal  Benefit  may  result  to  all,  ft  Respect  be  had  to  the  Abilities 
ft  Exertions  of  each  State  Exposed.  Since  writing  the  above,  Gen. 
Mcintosh  has  called  upon  me.  I  could  have  wished  to  hava  had  l^ 
longer  Conversation  with  him,  but  his  Business  calling  Um  oufc  of 
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Town  very  soon^  I  only  bad  half  an  Honr  of  bis  Company.  I  hope 
he  will  be  able  to  give  your  Ezeell'^'  a  aaiiafaotory  Aoc'  of  tbe  State 
of  Things  in  that  Quarter. 

I  a»|  with  tbe  greatest 

Beepeot  &  Regard, 
J>  Sir,  yonr  moat 
Obed^  &  very 

Httbl.  Sort. 

To  His  Ezoellenoy^  General  Washington;  April  24, 1779. 


Prbb't  Rbbd  to  McOLEKAcnAy  Aim  Irwikt,  1779. 

In  Conncil, 

Philadelphia,  April  26th,  1779. 
Gent*, 

Inclosed  is  a  List  of  Stores  in  M'  Henrys  Care,  &  as  the  Disbnrse- 
ments  for  the  Ship  must  be  unavoidably  expensive,  we  request  you 
to  make  Use  of  what  Articles  we  already  have,  when  they  will  by 
any  Means  answer  our  Purpose. 

Yoa  Will  please  to  take  a  Copy  &  send  us  back  the  original. 

Council  last  Saturday  fixed  the  Pay  &  Privileges  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Ship  &  Marines,  (exclusive  of  the  Prize  Money)  which  they  can 
have  from  tbe  Sec'',  they  are  framed  upon  the  Scale  of  Allowance  to 
.Continental  Officers  with  a  regard  to^the  depreciated  state  of  the  Cur- 
rency.* 

We  would  desire  you  to  recommend  a  2^  Lieutenant  to  the  Ship,f 
&  a  Master,  &  as  there  have  been  several  Officers  discharged  from 
the  service  of  the  State,  it  is  the  Desire  of  Council  that  a  Preference 
be  given  to  them  if  of  Abilities.  Commodore  Hazelwood,  having 
been  their  superior  Officer,  may  probably  know  of  some  deserving 
Officers. 

We  should  be  glad  to  know  when  you  think  the  Ship  will  be 
ready  for  Sea. 

The  Captain  of  Marines  has  called  upon  ns  for  recruiting  Instmotiong 
&  Mouey,  the  Ship  Articles  &  the  Resolutions  of  the  Council  will  be 
neeessary  for  him,  &  we  have  enclosed  some  further  fnstructions. 
As  to  Money  for  the  Present  be  must  apply  to  you,  it  being  a  Fart 
of  the  Ships  Disbursement. 

I  am,  Gent., 

your  obed.  H'ble  serv*. 

P.  S.  The  Officer  must  take  Commissions  under  the  seal  of  the 
8tate--*Doolor  Hutchinson  will  recommend  a  Surgeon. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  757. 
t  Id.  758. 
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Qkn.  Hahd  to  Fesb.  Bbbd,  1779. 

EBtharton,  26th  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  hare  been  honoared  by  the  reo*  of  yonr  Exo'ys  letter  of  the  21** 
Instant.  Yovr  Bz'oy  has  undoubtedly  Misapprehended  my  letter 
of  the  16th,*  when  I  told  you  I  coald  not  pay  a  particalar  attention 
to  Sunbary  or  the  settlements  in  its  Vioinity.  I  apprehended  thai 
the  remoteness  of  Wyoming  &  Fort  Jenkins  might  oause  an  uneasi- 


ness in  the  Minds  of  the  Inhabitants  nearer  Sanbury — atjghat  time  I 
did  not  know  of  a  Post  being  established  at  Mancy,  k  e^n  that  is 
so  remote  that  I  dread  an  uneasiness  in  the  Breasts  of  the  People 
from  an  Idea  of  Neglect,  whioh  your  Ex'oy  can  best  remove  by 
holding  out  the  prospect  of  their  remaining  undisturbed  whilst  the 
above  mentioned  posts  are  occupied,  (as  there  is  certainly  no  inten« 
tiqn  of  removing  them  at  present)  or  by  ordering  Militia  for  their 
Better  Security,  if  you  deem  it  necessary.  The  Troops  which  march'd 
from  Delaware  lately,  am*  to  332  Aank  &  File  fit  for  duty.  I  do  not 
yet  know  the  Number  on  the  Susquehanna  before  their  arrival. 

The  Post  at  Wyoming  is  now  strong,  &  it  is  intended  it  should 
oontinue  so.  The  strength  of  Munoy  or  Fort  Jenkins  I  dont  knoW| 
the  latter  being  immediately  covered  by  Wyoming,  is  I  believoi 
.intended  merely  to  keep  open  the  Water  communication.  Should 
a  Post  be  Established  higher  than  Wyoming  I  think  it  will  add  to 
the  Security ^of  the  Frontiers  of  Pennsylvania,  &  particularly  North- 
ampton County,  which  is  at  present  as  muoh^exposed  as  any  other  Part 
of  the  State.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Commander  in  Chief 
wishes  to  afford  every  degree  of  Security  to  the  Frontiers  consistent 
with  his  ultimate  views,  which  I  make  no  doubt  your  Ezcell'  is  ao- 
quainted  with — and  I  can  assure  you  I  am  influenced  by  the  same 
principles.  If  any  change  be  made  in  the  present  disposition  of  the 
Troops  under  my  Command  in  conformity  with  my  present  or  future 
Instructions,  shall  take  the  liberty  of  communicating  it  to  your  £xO>^ 
— ^also  any  other  occurrence  worthy  your  attention. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir, 

with  much  respect  your  Exc* 

most  obed'  &  most  H'ble  serv*, 

EDW.  HAND. 

P.  S.    I  am  glad  your  Exo>^  has  consulted  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  as  thereby  every  doubt  or  misapprehension  will  be  removed. 

Direetedf 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Exo^  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

•  Bee  page  821. 
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Obo.  Beading  to  Prjss't  Rseb,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

From  our  former  acqaaintance  I  am  the  more  emboldened  to  make 
free  with  you.  Your  letter  of  the  27th  uU%  I  reo*  "^r  Col*  Jn» 
Shields.  I  aooordiogly  communicated  it  the  inhabitants  and  need 
my  best  iofluence  with  them  to  stand  their  Oround,  in  consequenoa 
of  which  several  staid  here  which  otherwise  would  have  gon  in  hopes 
of  speedy  relief,  which  is  yet  delayed.  This  day  the  Enemy  made 
a  breach  upon  us,  killed  one  man,  taken  one  prisoner,  another  man 
missing,  two  families  living  some  distance  from  the  Fort,  not  known 
what  is  l>ecome  of  them,  we  not  having  men  sufficient  at  this  post 
to  send  out,  being  reduced  to  a  very  few  inhabitants,  and  but  eight 
men  and  boys  as  a  guard  to  the  Fort.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  unless 
we  have  some  speedy  support  and  protection  we  shall  be  obliged  to 
abandon  this  important  Post,  several  of  the  inhabitants  being  entirely 
out  of  bread,  mast  goe  40  or  50  miles  for  what  is  got,  and  pay  a 
most  exorbitant  price  for.  We  dread  being  blocked  up  in  a  few 
day?,  the  Enemy  appearing  numerous,  and  of  course  our  creatures 
all  destroyed,  if  that  should  be  the  case  our  situation  will  be  most 
distressing,  our  case  is  not  agrivated  but  rather  mitigated. 

By  your  Excellency's 

most  obed*  humble  servant, 

GEO.  READING. 

Fort  Ligonier^  April  26th,  1779. 

Direcledj 

Excellency  Joseph  Bead,  Esq'. 


OOUNCIL  TO  JOHir  MlTCHXLL^   1779. 

Sir, 

Major  Armstrong*  has  represented  that  the  workmen  at  the  forti- 
cationa  on  the  river  Delaware,  under  his  direction  in  the  absence  of 
Col*  Bull,  have  occasion  for  the  use  of  a  pair  of  timber  wheels  for  a 
few  days.  I  am  ordered  by  the  Council  to  request  that  yoa  will 
please  to  furnish  him  with  one  on  his  application  for  it. 

I  am  respectfully,  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK^  Seo'y. 
Philadelphia,  April  27, 1779. 

DirecieJf 
To  John  Mitchell,  Esq',  D.  Q.  M.  6. 

*  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  769. 

15* 
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Lt.  Saml.  Hunter  to  Pres.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Fort  AugusU,  27th  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

Yours  of  the  27th  of  kst  month,  and  the  14th  Inst.,*  with  a  sum 
of  money  I  Bee^^and  likewise  the  appointments  of  Gap*  McUhatten, 
Lien**  Arthur  &  Dougherty,  for  Raiseing  a  Company  for  nine 
months.  Arthur  has  declined  serveing,  Captain  McUhatten  & 
Dougherty  is  not  come  to  the  county,  so  that  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  will  serve  or  noty  but  if  they  all  decline  serveing,  there  may  be 
others  found  in  the  County  may  answer  the  Ends  intended. 

I  am  Realy  sorry  to  inform  you  of  our  present  Disturbances }  not 
a  day  but  there  is  some  of  the  Enemy  makes  their  appearances  on 
our  frontiers.  On  Sunday  last,  there  was  a  party  of  the  Savages 
Mtuot'd  the  inhabitants  that  lived  near  Fort  Jenkins,  and  had  taken 
iwo  or  three  familys  prisoners,  but  the  Garrison  being  apraisM  of  it, 
about  thirty  men  turned  out  of  the  Fort  and  Rescued  the  Prisoners ; 
the  Indians  Collecting  themselves  in  a  body,  drove  our  men  under 
Cover  of  the  fort,  with  the  loss  of  three  men  kiTl'd  &  four  Badly 
Wounded ;  tbey  burned  several  houses  near  the  Fort,  kili'd  Cattlci 
&  drove  off  a  number  of  Horses.  Yesterday,  there  was  another 
party  of  indians,  about  thirty  or  forty,  kill'd  and  took  seven  of  our 
Militia,  that  was  stationed  at  a  little  Fort  near  ^Muncy  hill,  oall'd 
Fort  Freeland ;  there  was  two  or  three  of  the  inhabitants  taken 
prisoners ;  among  the  latter  is  James  McKnight,  Esq*",  one  of  our 
Assemblymen ;  the  same  day  a  party  of  thirteen  of  the  inhabitants 
that  went  to  hunt  their  Horses,  about  four  or  five  miles  from  Fort 
Muncy  was  fired  uppon  by  a  large  party  of  Indians,  and  all  taken  or 
killed  Except  one  man.  Captain  Walker  of  the  Continental  troops, 
who  commands  at  that  post,  turned  out  with  thirty  four  men  to  the 
place  he  heard  the  fireing,  and  found  four  men  kill'd  and  scalped, 
and  supposes  they  Captured  y*  Remaind'.  This  is  the  way  our 
Frontiers  is  harresed  by  a  cruel  Savage  Enemy,  so  that  they  cannot 
get  any  Spring  crops  in  to  induce  them  to  stay  in  the  County.  I 
am  afraid  in  a  very  short  time  we  shall  have  no  inhabitants  above 
this  plaee,  unless  when  General  Hand  arrives  here  be  may  order 
some  of  the  Troops  at  Wyoming  down  on  our  frontiers,  as  Coll. 
Hartley's  Regiment,  our  two  months  men,  and  what  Militia  we  can 
turn  out,  is  Very  inadequate  to  Guard  our  County.  Suppose  the 
few  Yirtious  inhabitants  does  all  in  their  Power  to  mintain  their 
Ground,  yet  all  will  not  do  without  some  more  Assistance,  till  such 
times  as  y*  Expedition  is  Carry'd  on. 

I  am  certain  Every  thing  is  doing  for  out  Relief,  but  Is  afrud  it 
will  be  too  leat  for  this  County,  as  its  impossable  to  prevail  on  the 
inhabitants  to  make  a  stand,  uppon  account  of  their  Women  and 
Childer.     I  am  Reflected  uppon  Yery  much  by  some  of  the  inhabi- 

•  • 

*  See  page  816. 
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teats  tbmi  hu  leally  nnfored,  for  AMarangthem  of  Relief  ywrj  soon 
and  to  Bodeavoar  to  stand  nntill  aoeh  times  as  the  Expedition  was 
Oarr/d  on  against  the  Indian  Towns.  Oar  ease  is  Beally  deplora- 
ble and  alarming,  as  we  are  snrronnded  by  a  Oraei  savage  Enimy  at 
ibis  present  time,  and  Onr  County  on  y*  Eve  of  breaking  up,  as  I 
«n  informed  at  the  time  I  am  writeing  this,  by  two  or  three  Ez- 
^sses  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  seen  bnt  Disolation,  fire  &  smoaky 
*as  the  inhabitants  is  GoHeotod  at  particalar  plaoes,  the  Enimy  bams 
mil  their  Houses  that  they  have  evacuated. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  inform  you  we  are  at  a  loss  for  medieines  in 
•this  County,  for  onr  poor  Wounded  men,  and  Dootor  Benjamin  Ali- 
son, who  has  always  attended  the  Militia  of  this  County,  faoath  in 
the  Camp  &  here,  his  Medioen  is  Consumed  that  he  had  of  his  own, 
and  I  am  oertain  he  never  has  been  allowed  any  thing  but  his  pay 
as  Surgeon }  he  has  leatly  lost  his  ease  of  Surgeons  instruments,  and 
there  is  none  in  this  Oonnty ;  this  I  make  memion  of,  as  I  do  not 
know  where  to  apply. 

I  am,  S%  your  most  Obed* 

Humb'  Serv*, 

SAML.  HUNTER,  Lieu*  N.  C. 

P.  S.— as  for  further  particular  news,  I  Reftr  you  to  the  Beaior 
hereof,  Mr.  James  Hepburn. 

Directed, 

His  Ezoellenoy,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Couaotl,  Philadelphia. 


Prcb't  Bbbd  to  Pbeb't  of  CozraRiss,  1779. 

To  Hn'ble  John  Ji^,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 

In  Council,  Philad*,  April  27, 1779. 
Sir, 

It  is  with  great  Concern  that  this  Board  has  been  informed  thro' 
the  Delegates  of  the  State  that  the  TransactioDS  respecting  Gen^ 
Arnold  are  likely  again  to  becooie  the  Subject  of  Discussions  between 
Congress  &  the  Authority  of  the  State.  We  had  flattered  ourselves 
that  such  Explanations  had  been  made,  &  such  perfect  Under* 
standing  subsisted  as  effectually  relieved  your  Hon*  House  from  all 
future  Trouble,  k  that  no  further  Duty  remained  to  this  l^oard  but 
to  transmit  to  the  military  Court  the  Evidence  upon  those  Articles 
which  Congress  had  selected  from  our  Resolves  as  proper  Objects 
of  Inquiry.  As  we  shall  cautiously  avoid  disturbing  Congress  with 
future  Complaints,  we  trust  we  shall  stand  ezcusea  if  we  waste  a 

*  8es  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  rs& 
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few  Moments  of  jowt  Time  in  tl&ting  the  Fkets  tooonipanTing  tiie 
Proceedings  of  the  late  Conference,  onr  Sense  of  the  Transaction,  & 
the  ConsejQiienoes  which  we  apprehend  will  foUow  a  Deviation  from 
the  Plan  then  apparently  agreeable  to  all. 

At  the  Conference  held  bj  the  Committee .  of  Congress  ft  the 
joint  Committee  of  the  Council  ft  Assembly  diverse  Instances  were 
addneed  to  support  the  Representation  made  to  Congress  by  the 
Connoil  &  Assembly  on  the  Inst,  to  none  of  these  any  Answer 
was  attempted  to  be  given,  save  in  the  Affair  of  Oen*  Arnold.  How 
far  that  was  satisfactory  every  one  will  judge  as  he  was  affected  by 
4h6  'Beaaonings  ft  Observations  offered— we  shall  only  permit  our- 
flelves  to  suggest  that  no  Change  of  Sentiment  was  expressed  in  Con^ 
Bequenoe.  In  this  View  of  Things  the  joint  Committee  of  Council 
ft  Assembly  proposed  the  Resolntions  which  have  been  since 
adopted  without  any  Variation,  except  in  that  respecting  Gen. 
Arnold,  by  which  8  Articles  were  selected  as  not  proper  for  the 
Discussion  of  a  military  Court.  Thedc  Propositions  were  chearfuUy 
received  by  the  Committee  of  your  Hon*  House,  aa  forming  a  just 
ft  reasonable  Ground  of  Accommodation,  ft  all  former  Proceedings 
were  considered  as  absorbed  ft  dissolved  in  the  subsequent.  Our 
Anxiety  to  manifest  a  healiog/  conciliating  Spirit  induced  us  to 
'jrabmit  to  the  Alterations  made  by  Congress,  tho'  the  Proposition 
was  thereby  less  acceptable,  but  ever  doatbed  inth  a  perfect  Under* 
standing  that  farther  DiBcussions  were  to  cease  in  both  Bodies. 

With  this  Temper  ft  View  of  the  Subject  the  joint  Committee  waa 
about  to  adopt  the  Resolves  on  their  Part,  when  it  was  suggested 
that  these  Alterations  at  least  left -a  Foundation  for  farther  Diseus- 
sion,  which  it  would  be  best  at  all  Events  to  remove,  upon  which 
4  members  from  the  joint  Committee  waited  on  the  Committee  of 
Congress  ft  received  from  their  Mouths  a  full  ft  explicit  assurancCi 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  former  Committee  were  deemed  ft  under- 
stood by  Congress  to  be  wholly  superseded  by  the  last  Report,  ft  no 
farther  Regard  would  be  had  thereto.  Satisfied  with  this  Declara- 
tion, the  joint  Committee  proceeded  to  close  the  Business  on  their 
Part,  f'or  the  Truth  of  their  Representation  we  beg  Leave  (o 
•appeal  to  the  honourable  Members  of  that  Committee.  From  all 
which,  speaking  for  ourselves  ft  for  the  House  of  Assembly,  we  are 
Justified  io  declaring  that  in  this  View  ft  Understanding  we  adopted 
the  Resolutions  proposed,  &  traosmitted  them  to  your  Hon.  House, 
not  contemplating  in  the  most  distant  Manner  a  Revival  of  the 
Report,  or  any  Part  of  it,  so  utterly  repugnant  to  our  Ideas  of 
Justice  &  Propriety.  Had  it  been  the  sense  of  your  Hon.  Body  to 
adopt  sentiments  so  derogatory  to  the  Interests  ft  Reputation  of  the 
Executive  Council,  we  could  have'  wished  it  had  been  openly  ft 
freely  expressed ;  as  we  should  then  have  been  certainly  excused 
from  those  Professions  of  Confidence,  Veneration  ft  Respect  which 
must  now  give  additional  Force  to  any  Imputation  which  may  fall 
upon  OS.    These  santtmenta  we  yet  entertain  ft  must  entertain  while 
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we  hope  aad  believe  that  tho^  Trath,  Sincerity  ft  Honour  were 
banished  from  all  other  Assemblies  on  Earth,  thej  would  be  found 
within  the  Walls  of  Congress.  And  we  trust  that  our  honest  but 
respectful  Freedom  will  not  be  displeasing  when  we  assure  jou  that 
we  foraae  the  most  dangerous  ft  disagreeable  Consequences  flowing 
from  such  a  Procedure.  Departing  Friendship  ft  Union  seemed  to 
be  restored  by  this  happy  Coincidence  of  Sentim*^  ft  the  common 
Enemy  confounded  with  (he  Prospect ;  but  will  any  one  acquainted 
with  human  Nature  say  a  second  Breach  can  be  thus  easily  olosed| 
or  what  rational  Hope  can  be  formed  of  future  Concord  if  the 
Bands  of  Trust  ft  Confidence  are  thus  burst  asunder.  The  Freemen 
of  Pennsylvania  have  clearly  expressed  their  Opinion  on  this  Occasion, 
ft  is  that  Opinion  so  light  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
People  as  to  be  borne  down  by  mere  Sentiments  of  Pity  ft  Tender* 
sees.— -For  in  Point  of  Justice  ft  Propriety  we  can  never  relinquish 
our  Right  as  a  publick  Body  to  express  our  Opinion  of  publick  Men 
ft  Measures,  accountable  only  to  Ood  ft  our  Constituents  for  the 
proper  ft  regular  Exercise  of  it.  And  we  cannot  help  expressing 
some  surprise  that  a  Right  so  frequently  exercised  in  free  Countries 
against  wicked  ft  oppressive  OfficerSy  and  more  especially  in  these 
States  when  Colonies  of  Great  Brittain,  ft  which  affords  so  salutary 
a  Check  to  Abuses  of  Power,  should  bo  deem'd  by  any  repugnant 
to  Justice  or  the  Interests  of  Society.— When  exercised  by  the 
.Btem  Patriots  of  America  upon  a  Bernard,  a  Hutchinson,  an  Oliveri 
a  Montague,  or  a  Dummore,  the  faithful  Historian  records  the  FactSi 
but  who  can  find  a  Censure  upon  the  Procedure?  Nor  can  we 
forbear  reminding  your  Hon*  Body  that  the  civil  Authority  of  every 
State  is  deeply  interested  in  the  Mode  of  Decision  adopted  on  this 
Occasion.  For  the  supreme  Authority  of  a  State  to  submit  in  Silence 
to  Inaulta  ft  Injuries,  or  be  obliged  to  to  follow  the  Camp  for  Redress 
at  whatever  Distance  or  whatever  Inconvenience,  is  the  alternative 
to  which  civil  Government  is  thus  reduced.  We  beg  leave  to  ask 
how  are  unwilling  Witnesses  to  be  compelled,  or  distant  ones 
induced  to  attend — who  is  to  support  the  Expenoe  of  thus 
obtaining  Justice  when  the  Army  is  far  removed — or  what 
Probability  is  there  in  such  cases  that  Tryals  will  prove  more  than 
sere  Formalities,  which  will  serve  to  confirm  ft  encourage  Guilt. 
Would  your  Hon*  Body  wish  to  see  the  several  Govemours,  Councils 
ft  Assemblies  of  the  States  in  Union  travelling  from  one  Part  of  this 
vast  Continent  to  another  to  attend  Court  Martials,  subjected  to  ail 
the  Dangers  ft  Diseases  of  a  Camp,  ft  their  Duties  at  Home 
neglected  ?  Or  does  any  one  acquainted  with  military  Men 
suppose  they  will  view  with  Anxiety  or  punish  with  severity  Insults 
ft  Indignities  offered  by  themselves  to  civil  Magistrates.  Our  own 
Experience  ft  the  History  of  Mankind  shows  the  Reverse.  But  it 
may  be  asked  how  will  Justice  be  done  the  Individual  ?  we  answer 
the  Practice  of  Mankind  points  out  the  Way.  When  any  publick 
Body  or  individual  seeks  to  inflict  military  Poniahment  they  sabmit 
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to  the  Forma  of  military  Law,  ft  yield  to  the  InconTettieneiefl,  bd 
trhat  they  may.  Bat  when  no  such  Ponishment  is  sought  or  Com^ 
plaint  made  to  supreme  Authority,  when  a  bare  Opinion  is  promul- 
gated to  the  World,  with  what  Justice  or  Propriety  can  any 
Superior  Power  compel  a  Prosecution  under  every  degrading  ft 
injurious  Inconvenience,  or  stop  the  Voice  of  just  &  publick  Cen- 
sure. Yet  such  is  our  Case,  &  such  must  be  the  Case  of  every 
State  in  the  Union  if  insulted  &  oppressed  it  manifests  its  sense  of 
the  Oppression,  &  the  Delinquent  availing  himself  of  Times  and 
Circumstances  can  force  the  empty  Exhibition  of  a  mock  Tryal.-^ 
We  offer  these  Observations  not  as  sugptesting  any  Alteration  in  the 
Mode  proposed  in  the  present  Case.  We  have  the  Proof  we  think 
necessary,  &  in  a  reasonable  Time  will  exhibit  it — on  the  Points 
your  Resolution  suggests.  But  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  we 
never  intend  to  make  any  Court  Martial  on  Earth  Judges  between 
US  &  military  Officers  but  when  we  seek  the  Infliotion  of  militarr 
Punishment.  If  it  is  our  Misfortune  again  to  meet  with  Insult  k 
Indignities  A*om  military  Characters  we  shall  never  make  them  y* 
subject  of  Discussion  in  a  Court  Martial,  if  we  are  not  competent 
.to  our  own  Vindication  we  will  endeavour  to  bear  them  patiently. 
We  trust  we  have  not  expressed  Sentiments  capable  of  giving 
Offence  to  any ;  they  are  extorted  from  us  by  a  melancholy  Prospect 
of  perpetuated  Disunion  between  this  &  the  other  United  States,  if 
the  late  Besolves  do  not  speak  the  genuine  Sense  of  Congress- 
there  wo  were  assured  that  Congress  deeply  regretted  every  Event 
which  had  a  Tendency  to  lessen  the  Affection  &  Harmony  which 
ought  to  subsist  between  us. — We  confesss  ourselves  anxious  to 
preserve  &  perpetuate  them,  &  shall  endeavour  to  manifest  this 
Temper  on  all  Occasions ;  but  if  the  Reputation  of  the  Authority 
of  the  State  &  the  Honour  of  our  Government  must  be  sacrificed  to 
any  Thing  less  than  the  essential  Interests  of  America  we  most 
make  the  reluctant  Struggle,  submitting  to  the  impartial  World,  & 
particularly  the  wise  &  good  in  our  Sister  States,  that  as  we  did  not 
seek  an  Interruption  of  Harmony  we  have  omitted  nothing  to  restore 
it — that  we  depredate  it  as  an  Evil  &  lament  it  as  a  misfortune. 
With  these  sentiments  I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself  in  Behalf  of 
the  Council, 

Sir,  Your  most  obed. 

&  very  Hbble  Serv^* 

*  See  Col.  Eoc.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  759. 
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Gek'l  WAsHiKaTOiT  TO  Prm.  Rkbd,  1779. 

Head  Q'*,  Middle  Brook, 

27  April,  1779. 
Siri 

In  a  liae  of  yetterdty,  as  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  detain  tba 
«tpre88  ft  delay  the  notioe  then  given  till  I  oould  prepare  a  more 
•zplieit  answer,  I  only  briefly  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  year  two 
letters  in  Ck>nnoil  of  the  24th  and  26th  ins^  to  which  I  ahoald  have 
added  that  of  the  26th. — 'I  am  now  to  enter  into  a  parttcnlar  eon* 
•ideration  of  their  contents,  and  to  offer  such  explanation  as  -may 
seem  necessary,  to  satisfy  any  doubts  which  the  honorable  the 
Conneil  may  entertain  on  the  subjects  they  respectively  discuss. 

The  first  relates  wholly  to  the  trial  of  Maj'  Oen>  Arnold.— It  is 
with  eoaeem  I  observe  that  the  Oouncil  appear  to  have  misoon- 
ceived  the  intention  of  the  notifioation  oontained  in  my  letter  of 
the  20th*-^and  to  imagine  that  I  had  taken  the  matter  in  a  different 
point  of  view  from  that  in  w*^  it  is  considered  by  Congress  and  by 
themselves; — ^placing  them  in  the  light  of  a  party  in  the  proseco- 
tion.— I  flatter  myself  on  a  revisal  of  my  letter  on  the  resolve  of 
Congress  on  which  it  is  founded  this  opinion  will  be  readily  r^ 
traeted.-^The  resolve  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  eopy,  directs  me 
to  appoint  <<  a  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  Oeneral  Arnold,  on  the 
^*  first  second  third  and  fifth  articles  contained  in  the  resolves  of  the 
''  ezecntive  Oooneil  of  Pennsylfania)  &  to  notify  them  of  it  with  a 
.**  request  that  they  would  fiimish  this  evidence  to  the  Gonrf  My 
letter  waa  intended  as  a  simple  compliaaoe  with  this  order,  and 
accordingly  informs  that  I  had  directed  a  court  to  be  held  at  this 
j>hM)e  on  the  first  of  May  next,  for  the  trial  of  Maj'  Oen^  Arnold, 
on  the  I**  2*  3'  k  5«*  charges  exhibited  against  him  by  the  Council, 
veques^ng  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  court  at  the 
appointed  time  with  the  proper  evidence  in  support  of  the  charges. 
The  tnrms  of  this  letter  were  such  as,  in  common  speaking,  naturally 
presented  themselves  to  express  what  was  intended;  because  the 
ehargee  there  said  to  be  exhibited  by  the  Council,  though  in  their 
present  form,  they  are  instituted  by  the  authority  of  Congress 
originated  in  the  resolves  of  Conneil,  of  which  they  compose  a  part. 
But  if  they  contain  any  ambiguity,  or  seem  to  imply  more  than 
those  of  the  resolve,  it  is  entirely  to  be  ascribed  to  inadvertency  and 
to  a  want  of  precisiott.'— It  wiU  easily  be  seen  that  they  oonld  not 
be  meant  to  convey  the  idea  supposed,  when  it  is  recollected  to  be 
a  fundamental  maxim  in  our  Military  trials,  that  the  Judge  advo- 
cate proeeeutes  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States.—- 
But,  as  it  is  cnstomary  and  reasonable,  for  those  who  exhibit  infor- 
isatioii  OB  which  charges  are  founded  to  produce  or  point  out  the 

*  8ee  page  827. 
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wttneaBes  necessary  to  sapport  tfaenii  and  enable  public  justice  to 
operate;  on  this  principlei  I  presume  Congress  directed  the  notifi- 
cation which  has  been  made;  and  in  the  same  spirit,  it  was  mj 
intention  to  convey  it. — Further  than  this,  I  had  no  idea  of  consid- 
ering the  CouDcil  as  a  party. 

My  motives  for  appointing  the  tri^  to  take  place  at  so  short  a 
period  were  these. — ^The  season  is  fast  advancing  when  we  shall  be 
under  a  necessity  of  taking  the  field ;  and  as  it  is  at  most  times  very 
inconvenient  (in  the  present  state  of  the  army  impracticable)  to 
spare  a  sufficient  nnmtfcr  of  officers  of  high  rank  to  compose  ft 
Court  at  a  distance  from  Camp,  and  almost  equally  so  to  be 
carrying  on  a  long  and  perhaps  complicated  trial  in  the  midst  of  the 
operations  of  a  campaign,  it  was  my  wish  to  bring  it  on  at  odcCi  in 
hopes  it  might  be  concluded  before  they  began. — ^Thia  was  od« 
reason,  and  to  me  a  weighty  one. — another  was,  that  General 
Arnold  had  written  to  me  in  a  very  pressing  manner,  requnsting  the 
trial  might  commence  as  soon  as -'posaiblei — ^Uninformed  of  the 
particular  circumstances  which  might  require  delay,  &  eonsidering 
it  as  my  duty  to  accelerate  the  execution  oi  justice  as  well  to  the 
public  in  case  of  real  guilt  as  to  the  individual  if  innoeoBt ;  I  could 
4ave  no  objection  to  complying  with  his  reqaest.*^— As  the  affair  had 
been  a  conuderable  time  in  agitation,  &  I  took  it  for  granted  the 
Council  were  acquainted  with  the  order  of  Congress  for  appointing 
a  Court — ^I  concluded  the  witnesses  would  bo  prepared,  and  that 
little  time  was  necessary  to  collect  them.  The  remokeness  of  the 
persons  alluded  to— I  could  hot  foresee.— The  affisir  of  the  two 
officers  is  entirely  new  to  mo — ^nor  did  it  ever  occur  to  my  mind  as 
probable,  that  the  Geotlemen,  whom  I  oonjeetnre  ta  be  hinted  at^ 
were  intended  to  be  aommoned  •  as  witnesses  on  tka  sida  of  the 
prosecution.— 

I  can  assure  tbe  Council,  with  the  gtcateat  truth,  that  '^  subataa* 
'<  tial  justice  not  a  mere  formality  will  undoubtedly  be  my  object 
"  on  this  occasion."  I  shall  endeavour  to  act  and  I  wish  to  be 
considered,  merely  as  a  public  executive  officer  alike  unbiassed  by 
personal  favour  or  resentment,  and  having  no  other  end  in  view 
than  a  faithful,  ingenuous  discharge  of  his  duty. — ^To  obviate,  the 
remotest  appearance  of  a  different  disposition,  as  well  as  to  gite 
the  freest  operation  to  truth — I  have  determined  to  debt  the  isml 
till  the  1st  of  June  if  it  is  thought  the  most  material  wiinessei 
ean  be  psoduced  by  that  time^  or  till  the  1st  of  July,  if  it  is  deemed 
neeessary^to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  two  officers  from  Carolina.  I 
am  therefore  to  request  of  the  Covnoil  information  on  this  head,  and 
that  they  will  be  pleased  to  point  out  without  delay  the  penonawho 
are  to  be  called  upon  as  witnesses  in  the  afiair.— When  my  authority 
^11  produce  their  attendance,  it  is  my  duty  to  exercise  it--*wliere  I 
have  no  right  to  order,  I  can  only  request ;  but  wbexe  any  oitiasna 
^f  the  State  of  Pensylvania  are  concerned,  I  doubt  not  the  Ooimflil 
will  employ  its  influence  and  authority  to  induce  their  appearance. 
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As  to  the  oiBoera  who  mty  eompose  the  Court  MarUal,  I  trnst  the 
TespeotftbUitj  of  their  oharsoten  will  pat  their  honor  and  imparti- 
ality out  of  the  reach  of  anspieioD.^- 

The  ezpenoe  of  witneeeea,  aa  the  proaaention  ia  in  behalf  of  the 
United  Statea  I  take  it  for  granted  wUl  be  borne  by  them — Whether 
it  will  be  poaaible  for  the  oonrt  to  ait  at  or  near  Philadelphia  dependa 
upon  cirenmataneea  whioh  eannot  now  be  foreseen—at  this  time  it 
eonld  not  by  any  means  be  done,  if  it  ean  be  done  hereafter,  without 
pngndioe  to  the  aerriee,  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  me.*— The 
mode  of  oondnoting  the  tiial  will  be  strietTy  oonformable  to  the 
orders  of  Ooagreaa,  and  to  the  aentimenta  I  have  now  expressed } 
and  I  hope  will  not  be  thonght  in  any  degree  to  deyiate  li*om  the 
reapeet  dae  to  the  Gonneii. 

It  gi?es  me  mneh  pain  to  find  by  your  letter  of  the  26th,  that 
there  ia  not  a  better  proapeot  of  aid  from  the  militia  of  your  state 
in  the  intended  Indian  expedition.— The  drawing  out  the  militia 
into  aerriee  will  no  doubt  interfere  with  the  culture  of  the  land8| 
and  it  were  to  be  wiahed  it  could  be  avoided.  But  the  redueed 
atate  of  our  Regiments  and  the  little  apparent  probability  of  aug- 
nsenting  them  will  not  allow  me  to  proaecute  a  vigorous  offinsive 
operation  to  the  w^atward,  wholly  with  Continental  Troops,  without 
weakening  the  main  army  so  much  as  to  put  every  thing  to  the 
haiard  thia  way.^-Indnenced  by  considerations  of  this  nature  I  applied 
to  your  state  for  sixAuodred  men — to  New  York  for  an  indeterminate 
number  (to  be  employed  on  the  frontier  also)  which  has  voted 
1000,-^and  to  New  Jeraey  to  replace  as  far-aa  was  thought  proper 
the  Continental  Troopa  now  atationed  on  the  ooaat  which  will  of 
neceasity  be  withdrawn. — ^If  these  application^  have  not  the  desired 
effect,  bad  aa  the  oonaequenees  may  be,  I  ean  only  wish  what  I  am 
unable  to  acoompliah  and  regret  that  it  ia  not  in  my  power  to 
prevent.^ 

Notwithstanding  the  cautions  terms  in  whioh  the  idea  is  oonveyed| 
I  beg  leave  to  expreaa  my  aensibilitv  to  the  suggestion  contained| 
not  only  in  your  letter  of  the  25th,  but  in  a  former  one  of  the  , 
that  the  frontier  of  Pennaylvania  ia  left  unguarded  and  expoaed, 
while  that  of  some  other  States  is  covered  and  proteoted.^*Nor  ean 
I  be  less  aSeoted  by  the  manner  of  the  application  ibr  stationary 
Troopa,  in  case  the  proposed  expedition  should  be  laid  aside  ;^*an 
event  whioh  I  could  hardly  have  thought  supposeable. — I  am  not 
eonaeiona  of  the  leaat  partiality  to  one  atate,  or  neglect  of  another. 
—If  any  one  have  canae  to  complain  of  the  latter  it  ia  Virginiai 
*  whoae  wide  extended  frontier  has  had  no  cover  but  from  Troopa 
more  immediately  beneficial  to  the  South-weatem  parte  oi  Pensvi- 
vanlaj  whioh  besides  this  baa  had  its  Northern  frontier  covered  by 
Spencer's,  Pulaaki's,  and  Ormand's  Corps— its  middle  by  Hartley's 
And  some  independent  Companies. — That  these  Troops  were  unequal 
to  the  task  is  not  to  be  denied-— nor  that  a  greater  number  waa 
•ant  al  the  olose  of  last  campaign  to  the  weatein  frontier  of  New 
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Yoik.— But,  for  the  first  tbe  Muiliiiew  of  our  maam  is  k  auffiticDi 
lesBOR.  If  tho  abilities  and  resooices  of  tbe  States  oannot  famish 
a  more  competent  force,  assailable  as  we  are  on  all  ddes,  they  will 
«Direlj  be  more  just  ^n  to  expect  (torn  the  atmj,  protootioA  at 
•every  point.— As  to  tbe  last,  these  troops  wexe  not  sest  to  be 
stationary. — ^Tbe  repeated  aoo^  traosmitted  by  Oongtess  and  teeeired 
from  other  qoasters  of  the  ravages  aetoally  oommitted,  and  th^  stM 
greater  threatned  upon  the  western  frontier  of  that  state,  oeoamtted 
by  so  considerabtia  a  detachment,  with  a  Tiew  to  some  ofieasive  opera- 
tions in  the  winter.-^Bnt  these  through  nnferseen  impediments  we 
were  obliged  to  lay  a8id&--*aU  these  troops,  exoept  the  garrison  of 
Eort  Sdluyler,  are  now  destined  for  tbe  Indian  expedition,  and  are 
preparing  for  it. — I  have  been  thus  partioalar  from  a  serdpnloui 
desire  to  show,  that  no  part  of  my  conduct  indicates  a  predileetion  to 
one  state  more  than  to  another;  but  that,  as  fu-  as  the  means  ifc 
my  hands  will  extend,  I  aim  equally  at  the  seourity  and  wel&re  ef 
all.— This  is  only  to  be  obtained  by  vigorous  exertions;  and  in 
the  present  case,  these  must  depend  on  the  aid  widch  the  States 
most  interested  will  give. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  diffioulty,  that  ooevrs  on  the  score  of  anns  for 
tbe  militia.«-^nn£brtanately  the  oontineutai  arsenals  from  the  returns 
I  have  seen  are  so  empty,  that  if  a  part  were  to  be  spared  from  tbe»; 
there  would  not  remain  a  sufficiency  for  the  few  recruits  we  may  ex«> 
pect  to  receive.  # 

'  Tbe  hurry  in  which  I  am  often  obliged  to  write  letteis  will  som^ 
times  not  allow  them  to  be  as  full  and  explicit  as  might  wished  -« 
iBat  beffldes  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  last  for  relinqut^ing  the 
idea  of  a  co-oporation  from  Fort  Pitt,  according  to  the  original 
Plau-^e  nneertainty  of  timing  it  well  and  a  want  of  sufficient 
information  of  the  ooimtry,  through  whieh  they  w^  have  to  pass  > 
I  might  have  added  another,  which  had  no  small  influence  in  th# 
determinaUon. — 1  foiuid  by  my  aee^  •  from  that  qnaitbr,  that  the 
removal  of  these  Troops,  would  not  only  uncover  the  part  of  the 
Country  where  they  now  are,  but  add  confidence  to  the  western 
Indians,  already  loo  much  inclined  to  hostility,  &  expose  our  affidrs 
there  to  the  most  disagreeable  consequences.— 

General  hand  is  only  gone  forward  as  an  advanced  Corps  tb 
establi^  Posts,  form  magaaines  and  prepare  the  way  for  Troops  that 
will  follow. — this  explains  his  letter.-— 

If  the  Militia  cannot  be  had  iot  a  longer  term  than  two  months^ 
they  must  be  posted  on  the  oommunioation  between  Sunbuiy  &  tbe 
operating  Troops,  &  be  relieved  by  others,  at  the  expiration  of  their' 
term  of  service.^— Upon  the  whole,  it  will  nsake  a  meet  eseentisl 
differenoe  in  our  measures  whether  the  aid  of  militia  whidi  I  have 
requested,  be  furnished  or  not;  and  I  cannot  forbear  eirfpressing,  in 
the  most  urgent  manner,  my  wish,  that  the  stnte  may  fiiKi  it  ^aoti- 
eable  to  eomply.-— 
.   The  Qonnflii  are  pleased  to  intimate  an  applicatieit  Jmn^  SeiinaiBS 
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for  a  mipply  of  flosr^I  am  glad  to  fiad  they  do  not  seem  disused 
to  comply  with  it.-— in  my  opinion  it  can  not  be  done  without 
aerious  ugnry  to  the  BerTice.«-4iot  only  we  appear  to  want  all  that 
article  which  the  ooantry  can  apara  for  our  own  nse  bnt  by  wHk- 
koMidg  it  from  the  enemy,  we  shall  distress  their  privaCeerS;  which 
are  the  bone  of  onr  commerce,  net  a  littlc-^^his  I  hare  reason  to 
belicTC  from  the  best  authority  has  already  happened  from  -the 
enbai^d's  khieh  have  been  laid  npon  that  article  i  and  it  would 
havdly  be  politic  to  remote  the  difficnlty.^^no  doubt  a  great  part 
of  what  might  be  famished  weald  be  applied  in  this  way-— Besides 
these  ooDsideratioDS,  by  with-holdiog  a  supply,  we  throw  many 
additional  months  upon  the  Knemys  magaaines,  and  increase  pro** 
pertioaably  their  di8tie8s--^they  will  aot-^they  cannot  let  their  people 
starve.-^ 

Witih  great  esteem  ft  respect 

I  am  Sir,  ^ 

y'mo»tObed*H  Serv* 

G-  WASHINGTON.* 

His  Excels  Jos*  Keed,  Esq',  Presid'  Pens*. 


General  St.  Clai&  to  Pbbbident  Bsso,  1779. 

Millstone^  AprU  27th,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  must  take  the  Liberty  to  mention  to  you  once  more  the  subject 
of  the  recruiting  Aooounts,  the  Uneasiness  of  the  Soldiers,  on  account 
of  their  Bountys  not  having  been  paid  them,  is  very  great,  and 
Desertion  becomes  frequent.  I  believe  chiefly  owing  to  that  Cause. 
I  beg,  Sir,  that  some  Method  may  be  fallen  upon  to  remove  it.  I  do. 
Indeed,  suspect  that  part  of  the  Money  is  in  the  Hands  of  the  Officers, 
but  no  steps  can  be  taken  to  draw  it  out  until  a  Settlement  is  made, 
as  they  all  make  the  Pretence  that  they  could  not  receive  the  Neces- 
sary Sums  to  pay  the  Bountys  up.  If  the  Council  do  not  think 
proper  to  transmit  the  Accounts  to  Camp  (where  they  could  be  well 
settled  by  a  Board  of  Field  Officers)  I  wish  a  Sum  of  Money  might 
be  sent  at  all  Events,  to  make  the  Men  easy,  and  the  officers  must 

*  This  letter  which  occupies  ten  ftdl  pages  of  foolscap,  is  entirely  the 
Qeneral's  own  manuscript —  and  (with  the  exception  of  a  short  letter  of  a 
subsequent  period)  is,  we  believe,  the  only  entire  letter  written  by  himself 
that  we  have  found.  This  is  in  a  remarkably  fair  hand,  and  throughout 
the  whole  there  occurs  but  a  single  interlineation  (which  is  italicized  in  the 
5th  line)  and  not  an  erasure  of  one  word.  This  interesting  document, 
from  firequent  examination  by  the  curious  was  nearly  torn  in  pieces. 
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go  to  Philadolphifty  but  tbat  will  be  attended  with  an  Ezpenoe  thej 
oannot  well  bear. 

I  did  myself  the  Honour  to  write  to  jon  eome  Time  ago  abont 
the  Reoruiting,  bat  have  not  jet  had  any  Answer.  The  time  limited 
for  the  Return  of  Officers  on  farloagh  is  at  hand,  and  we  shall  then 
be  able  to  spare  some  for  that  Service,  if  it  is  thought  advisable  to 
pend  them  into  the  Country* 

I  have  enclosed  an  Aet  of  the  Justices  of  Northumberland,  in  eon* 
sequenoe  of  which  they  discharged  a  Man  who  was  apprehend  as  a 
Deserter.  It  appears  to  me  this  was  a  Matter  with  which  they  had 
no  Business,  and  they  had  no  manner  of  Evidence  but  the  Man's 
own  Oath.  If  such  Methods  are  taken  by  the  Magistrates  it  is  in 
vain  to  send  after  Deserters.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  oan  be  dona 
or  not,  if  it  can,  legally,  they  should  be  ordered  to  send  the  Man  on 
to  Camp,  where  his  allegations  would  be  tried  before  a  Court  Martial. 
In  the  Goal  of  thegsame  County,  Alexander  Craig,  a  Soldier  in  the 
8d  Regiment,  Who  has  been  punished  for  Felony,  is  detained  for  the 
Fine.  Will  your  Excellency  be  pleased  to  give  Order  for  his  Dis- 
mission f 

I  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon  the  Success  of  our  little 
Fleet.  It  is  a  most  fortunate  stroke,  as  it  must  disapoint  the  Enemy 
a  good  deal,  particularly  in  equipping  a  Corps  of  Horse,  and  will 
raise  a  Spirit  that  will  lead  to  greater  and  more  decisive  Action. 
The  Ennemy's  Fleet  on  the  Southern  Coast  is  absolutely  in  their 
Power.  Should  that  fall  into  their  Hands  the  Conquest  of  Georgia 
would  vanish  like  the  Dreams  of  the  Morning. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient. 

Humble  Servant^ 

•     A'.  St.  CLAIR.* 

Direetedf 

Public  Service. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol  XI.  p.  762. 
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Wm.  MoCtAY  TO  Council,  1779. 

Sunbuiyi  April  27th,  1779. 
Sir, 

As  a  HolUtade  of  Letters  will  pour  in  upon  yon  by  this  Exprees, 
I  shall  not  enter  into  particulars,  respecting  the  miserable  situation 
of  thia  County;  let  it  suffice  to  say  that  almost  every  Hour  for  Three 
days  past,  we  have  had  fresh  alarms  of  the  Enemy.  Massacres  and 
Depredations  have  been  committed  at  Wioming,  Fort  Jenkins^ 
Fishing  Creek,  Freeland's  Mill,  Fort  Muncy  and  I^yal  Sock,  almost 
at  one  and  the  same  Time.  We  expect  every  moment  to  hear  of 
their  nearer  approach.  The  whole  Force  of  the  Six  Nations  seems 
to  be  poured  down  upon  Us.  How  long  we  will  be  able  to  bear  up 
nnder  snch  complicated  and  Severe  attacks,  Ood  only  knows.  I 
much  fear  that  Uie  eprinff  Crops  will  be  lost,  so  That,  in  all  proba- 
bility, want  of  bread  will  be  added  to  our  other  Calamities.  The 
Gkneral  Cry  up  here  is  for  more  Men  to  protect  the  Inhabitants ;  I, 
however,  believe  the  most  effectual  way  of  taking  off  the  Indians 
will  be  to  carry  an  Expedition  immediately  into  their  Country. 
General  Washington's  whole  Army  would  not  effectually  secure  our 
extended  and  thinly  settled  Frontier. 

I  have  sustained  some  Ridicule  for  a  Scheme  which  I  have  long 
recommended,  Vis.,  that  of  hunting  the  Scalping  Parties  of  Indians 
with  Horsemen  &  Dogs.  The  iminent  Services  which  Dogs  have 
rendered  to  our  People  in  some  late  instances,  seem  to  open  People's 
Eyes  to  a  Method  of  this  kind.  We  know  that  Dogs  will  follow 
them,  that  they  will  discover  them  and  even  seise  them,  when 
hunted  on  by  their  Masters. 

History  informs  us  That  it  was  in  this  Manner  That  the  Indiana 
were  extirpated  out  of  whole  Conntrys  in  South  America.  It  may 
be  objected  That  we  have  not  proper  Dogs.  It  is  true  that  every 
new  thing  must  be  learned;  But  we  have,  even  now,  Dogs  that  will 
follow  them,  and  the  arrantest  Cur  will  both  follow  and  iSght  in 
Company.  I  cannot  help  being  of  opinion  that  a  Single  Troop  of 
Light  Horse,  attended  by  Dogs,  (and  who  might  occasionally  carry 
a  footman  behind  them,  that  the  pursuit  might  not  be  interrupted  by 
Morasses  or  Mountains,)  under  honest  and  active  officers,  would 
destroy  more  Indians  than  five  thousand  Men  stationed  in  forts  along 
the  Frontiers ;  I  am  not  altogether  singular  in  this  opinion,  could 
not  such  a  Thing  be  tryed  ? 

If  you  have  Liesure  I  would  be  glad  to  receive  a  Line  from  you. 
It  will  find  me  at  this  Place,  unless  l^es  grow  very  bad  indeeo. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Regard, 

Y'  very  H'ble  Serv*, 

Wm.  MoCLAT. 
DtreeUdf — Public  Service. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
HP  Express. 
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Captain  JTosbph  Stilbs  to  Council,  1779. 

To  the  honorable;  the  president  of  the  Executive  Coancil.    . 
Sir, 

In  conformity  to  a  verbal  order  of  Conncil,  I  directed  Mr.  Honey 
to  make  six  hundred  Cactooch  boxea  for  the  use  of  the  Statei  he  bai 
applied  to  me  for  Five  hundred  pounds  to  be  advanced  to  him  to 
enable  him  to  perform  his  agreement^  &  this  applieation  is  £ar  said 
sum. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  very  humb*  Serv*, 

JOSEPH  STILES. 
OoflEu  Mil.  Stora.* 

April  28th,  1779. 


Lewis  Nicola  to  CovKGiLy  1779.   - 

Apra  29lt,  1779. 

By  Directions  from  Genl.  Wayne,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President  &  Board  of  War,  the  Invalid  Regiment  was  appointed  to 
recruit  in  this  city  &  its  neighborhood  for  the  Pennsylvania  linej 
but  his  Excellency  informing  me  there  was  not  any  money  ia 
the  Treasury  for  this  purpose,  I  applied  to  the  Board  of  War,  who 
advanced  two  thousand  Dollars  on  condition  I  should  repay  it  when 
I  receive  money  from  the  State ;  with  this  I  have  been  enabled  to 
raise  10  men,  and  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  War  to  apply  to  the 
State  for  a  further  supply.  As  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  ap« 
preaches  fast,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  eompleating  the  regimentSi 
particularly  as  a  report  that  the  miUtia  is  soon  to  be  called  out  ap- 
pears an  inducement  to  several  men  to  enlist. 

In  case  the  Treasury  cannot  advance  the  necessary  funds  imme- 
diately, if  authorised  thereto  I  believe  I  can  obtain  more  money 
from  the  Board  of  War,  on  a  promise  of  repaying  it ;  I  request  of 

^  See  CoL  Eto.,  Vd.  U.,  p.  T60. 
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you  to  pepreeent  Ibis  niftiter  to  bis  fixoellonoy  ft  tbo  CouBcili  &  in- 
fora  me  of  tbeir  pleasura,  whiok  will  tniieh  oblige, 

S', 

Tour  most  obed'  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv. 

Direeiedf 

To  Timotby  Matlack,  Esq',  Secretary  to  tbe  Hon**  Executive 
Council. 

Indorsedj 

Read  April  SO,  1779.    Referred  for  a  furtber  supply  to  Board  of 
War.  T.  M.,  Sec'y. 


M.  Jbnnings  to  Council,  1779. 

April  29th,  1779. 
May  it  please  tbe  Hon^ble  Council, 

Being  in  great  distress  for  Want  of  Cloatbing,  of  wbicb  I  bave   . 
received  none  ainoe  tbe  War,  &  being  stationed  in  a  Regiment  that 
is  detacbed  from  the  Army  to  the  North  Western  Frontiers,  I  must 
beg  the  Favor  of  tbe  Hon'ble  Council  to  grant  me  an  Order  for  ^ 
some  Cloth  &  Linen  3  tbe  Compliance  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged 
1>y  their 

Very  humble  Servant, 

M.  JENNINGS,  8urg«, 

lltb  Penn*  Beg*. 

Directedj 

To  the  Hon'ble  tbe  Executive  Council  for  tbe  State  of  Pennsyl* 
vania. 


P&E&  Bbbd  to  Col.  Wm.  Hbnbt,  1779. 

In  Council, 

FbUadblphia,  AprU  80tb,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  considered  tbe  Mifitia-Laws  respecting  tbe  summoning  a 
Court  Martial  for  tbe  Tryal  of  tbe  Delinquents  while  in  actual  ser* 
vice  in  the  year  1777,  and  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  tbe  supplement 
to  the  Act  dated  the  19th  June,  1777,  from  which  the  enclosed  Ex- 
tract is  made,  directs  that  the  Court  shall  be  called  by  the  command* 


1 
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ing  Offioer  of  the  Troops  in  the  Field  where  the  Delinqneney 
happened,  &  that  to  him  also  belongs  the  Approbation  of  the  Sen- 
tence. In  the  present  Case  the  Militia  were  in  actual  Continental 
BerTioe,  under  the  Command  of  Major  Oen.  Armstrong,  who  being 
on  the  spot  may  very  properly  exercise  the  Power  vested  in  him  by 
the  Law.  If  it  will  expedite  the  Bosinessi  I  will  have  a  proper 
Warrant  made  out  for  the  General  to  sign.  And  I  beg  that  the 
Matter  may  receive  all  possible  Despatch. 

I  am^  Sir, 

'  Your  obed.  Hbble.  Serv. 

To  Col.  W.  Henry,  Lieutenant,  of  the  City  of  Philad. 


Sec.  Matlace  to  Jambs  Clatpoolb,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Petitions  in  favour 
of  George  Harding,  and,  last  evening,  after  mature  deliberation, 
finally  dismissed  them.  You  will  therefore  inform  the  prisoner  of 
his  fate,  and  take  your  measures  for  the  execution  of  the  warrant 
delivered  to  you. 

I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Your  Friend  &  humble  Servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo'y. 
April  SO,  1779. 

To  James  Claypoole,  Esq',  Sheriff,  &c. 


Pbtition  OB  Inhabitants  of  Northampton  Co.,  1779, 

The  Pettion  of  the  enbabitants  of  Cheesnuthill,  Tomension  And 
Penntownship,  Northampton  County,  to  his  Excellency,  The  Pres- 
ident &  Counoell  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Humbly  Sheweth, 

Whereas,  we  are  now  beoom  the  fronteers  of  this  commonwelth  in 
these  parts,  &  there  is  nothing  to  save  us  from  the  cruelty  of  the 
Savages  but  a  chain  of  mountains,  &  swamps  that  can  only  Be  crosed 
at  certain  places ;  and  as  numbers  of  families  are  now  Moved  &  more 
preparing  to  fly;  The  Constitutional  Society  of  the  Forth  Battalion 
of  the  above  said  County,  of  which  we  are  the  fronteers,  &  Pentown- 
ship  the  fronteers  of  the  third  Battalion,  has  Recommened  to  us  a  spy 
gard^  with  the  aprobation  of  councill|  to  watch  At  these  pases  where 
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tbe  enemy  must  com  in  order  to  quiet  the  Hinds  of  the  People,  if 
possible,  with  the  number  of  five  men  on  each  Pathi  under  tbe 
direction  of  the  nearest  field  ofioeer ;  &  as  such  spy  Gards  may  be 
of  tbe  piilest  importance  and  Trust,  we  earnestly  Entreat  to  have 
tbe  apointment  of  the  men  that  is  to  serve,  as  We  see  daly  to  our 
greef  &  sorrow  the  toryes  assembling  in  private  Places^  &  begin  to 
teel  us,  that  sooner  or  later  we  will  share  the  Same  fate  with  Wyoming; 
and  as  several  persons  is  com  back  from  William  Thomas,  tbe  refugee 
Captain  that  went  from  this  neighbourhood,  Or  from  the  savages  as 
we  suppose,  we  beg  a  list  of  said  Thomases  Muster  role  may  be  sent 
to  the  next  suprem  or  Court  of  oran terminer  that  is  held  for  said 
County,  with  the  States'  attorney  or  Judges,  &  we  will  have  Them 
there,     ft  we  also  beg,  that  at  the  same  time  a  particular  enquirey 
may  be  made  concerning  a  certain  Henry  Bumey  &  John  Sbearrev 
That  was  aprehaoded  by  our  Melittia^as  spyes  :  &as  the  ^Geoal  in 
Easton  Was  then  some  part  of  it  kept  for  a  Garde  house,  and  tha 
delivered  to  said  Garde,  &  being  dismissed  getting  pases  to  carry 
them  to  Sasquehannah  Without  taking  aney  bail  or  main  prise,  which 
they  were  sent  bacagain  untill  the  were  held  to  bail,  or  dealt  with 
according  to  law.     Likewise  Robert  Alexander  &  Josiah  Pell  was 
both  Held  to  answer  deomber  Court,  1778,  and  so  oon tinned  untill 
March  term  next  ensueing  for  treachcrs;  &  since  the  said  Pell  is 
gon  to  tbe  enemy,  and  neither  of  their  names  being  called  in  Court, 
'  we  want  to  know  the  Reasons.     By  being  warned  by  tbe  Honourable 
Executive  Oounsyl  of  this  oommonweltb  to  Get  and  keep  in  readiness 
To  appose  our  eruel  &  iovetred  enemyes,  We  must  beg  leave  to 
inform  you,  That  the  warr  path  &  nesquepack  both  comes  together  at 
Ganahtonhutton,  in  pen  township,  oposite  to  fort  Allen,  by  Lehi  in 
temensintowttshp^'and  as  the  join  the  river  Sasquehannah  15  or  20 
miles  Apart,  we  desire  that  tbe  officeer  of  tbe  spy  Gard  may  keep  up 
an  entelligeooe  weekly,  if  possible,  with  fort  Jenkins  pr  Wyoming 
fort,  and  if  it  can  Discovered  that  tbe  enemy  is  aproacbing,  an 
express  to  bo  sent  Emediately  to  the  County  Leivftennat  to  reinforce 
them ;  or  if  a  number  of  Minute  men  could  be  gott  to  engage  that 
Heves  close  on  the  fronteer,  under  some  particular  officer,  should  be 
ready,  provided  with  arms,  to  make  head  against  Tbe  enemy  untill 
the  Meiittia  could  be  ioibodyed.     We  earnestly  &  sincerely  Desire 
the  Honourable  Presedcnt  &  Counsill  to  take  the  premises  into  A 
seadoose  ooosideratiott,  &  giunt  us  such  relievf  as  may  in  your  wis- 
doms seem  best^    As  we  are  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

May  !•»,  1779. 

John  Dunn  Henry  Rowmun. 

Nicholas  Kean,  L.  Col.  Enoch  BeeU;  Capt. 

and  others.     (German  signatures.) 
Vol.  VII.— 16 
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Lbwis  NicoLii,  T.  M.,  TO  Sec.  Matlack,  1779. 

May  !•*,  1779. 

I  received  orders  last  night  from  the  Board  of  war  to  prepare  the 
old  library  in  the  west  wing  of  the  State  bouse  for  the  reception  of 
12  or  15  Indians  daily  expected  in  town.  As  I  am  ignorunt  who 
keeps  the  key,  your  information  by  the  bearer  will  much  oblige, 

S'l  Your  most 

obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M.* 
Directed^ 

To  Timothy|MatIaok,  Esq^,  Secretary  to  the  Hon^**  Executive 
Council.    . 


Lt.  Col.  Abohibald  Lochrt  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Hannastown,  Hay  Ist,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Exoellencys 
letter  concerning  our  Forlorn  Frontiers,  and  we  are  happy  to  hear 
Council  intend  to  aford  us  assistance  in  the  day  of  calamity  and 
distress. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  your  Excellency's  Letter,  the  Inhabi- 
tants, with  the  approbation  of  General  M^'Intosh,  fell  upon  a  mode 
to  raise  two  Companies  immediately.  These  Companies  are  nearly 
oompleat,  and  as  the  appointment  of  the  officers  was  left  to  myself, 
I  transmit  you  a  list  of  them,  and  I  trust  Council  will  put  them  on 
an  equal  footing  as  the  other  temporary  troops  expected  here. 

The  Savages  are  continually  making  depredations  among  us ;  not 
less  than  forty  people  have  been  killed,  wounded  or  captivated  this 
Spring,  and  the  Enemy  have  killed  our  Creatures  within  three 
hundred  yards  of  this  Town. 

You  desire  sir,  in  your  letter,  if  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Frontiers 
would  desire  a  reward  on  Indian  scalps.— I  have  consulted  with  a 
number  on  this  head,  who  all  seem  of  opinion  that  a  reward  for 
scalps  would  be  of  excellent  use  at  this  time,  and  would  give  spirit 
and  alacrity  to  our  young  men,  and  make  it  their  Interest  to  be 
constantly  on  the  scout. 

A  threatning  Cloud  seems  hanging  over  our  heads-^a  few  days 
ago  the  Savages  surrounded  Fort  Hand,  and  in  general,  they  come 

*  See  page  SC4. 
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against  ds  in  such  large  bodies  that  it  is  almost  in  vain  to  make 
bead  against  them. 

I  have  notbiog  farther  to  mention  to  yonr  Excellency.  I  beg 
leave  to  rcooqimend  onr  distressed  situation  to  the  serious  attention 
of  Council,  and  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  with  the 
greatest  respect  and  reverence, 

your  most  obedient, 

bumble  servant, 

A.  LOCHRY,  0.  L. 

Officers  names- 
Michael  Huffhagle,  Esqr.,  Major. 

Ist  Company.  2nd  Company. 

Matthew  Jack,  Captain.  Nehimiah  Stokely,  Captain. 

Wm.  Guthery,  Lieutenant.  John  Brandon,  Lieutenant 

George  Owry,  Ensign.  Thomas  Stokeleyf  Ensign. 

The  Bearer  brings  this  as  an  express.  I  could  wish  be  may  be 
allowed  such  usual  sum  as  is  commonly  given  to  Expresses,  and 
should  Council  approve  of  the  two  Companies  raised  by  the  people^ 
it  will  be  necessary  to  send  us  a  supply  of  money  for  their  Bounty, 
as  it  morrally  impossible  to  keep  them  in  actual  service  without 
that  necessary  article.  I  had  forgot  to  mention  to  your  Excellency 
that  a  great  number  of  our  public  arms  have  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Enemy,  and  what  we  have,  are  so  much  out  of  repairs  that  it 
will  be  of  the  utmost  use  to  furnish  the  County  with  a  set  of  tools 
to  put  them  in  order,  as  nothing  of  kind  can  be  got  here.  I  could 
wish  to  hear  from  your  Excellency,  and  that  you  will  send  the 
officer's  Commissions  by  the  Bearer. "*" 

Directed^ 

(On  Public  Service.)  To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr., 
President  of  the  Supream  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvama. 
By  Express. 


Lt.  Col.  Archibald  Lochry  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

Hannastown,  May  1st,  1779. 

Hay  it  please  your  Excellency  k  Honors. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  the  Council  the  opinion  of  a  Meeting 
of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants.  I  earnestly  wish  success  to  their 
application  to  be  pat  under  pay  and  Bations,  and  that  the  Council 

*  See  Gol.  Ree.,  VoL  XL,  p.  778. 
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will  take  our  deplorable  aituaiiOD  into  CoDeideration,  and  to  afford 
11B  such  relief  as  they  id  their  wisdom  shall  seem  meek 

I  havo  the  honor  to  be, 

jour  Ezccllencjs  &  the  Couticils 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 

A.  LOCHRr,  C.  L. 

(On  publio  service.)     The  Honorable  the  Supream  Ezeoative 
Council  of  Pennsylvania.     ^  Express. 


Sbcretaby  Matlack  to  Lewis  Nicola,  1779. 
Sir,  .  ^ 

I  layed  your  application  for  tbe  keys  of  the  Library  room  before 
the  Oottnoil,  who  are  of  opiAion  that  ii  will  not  be  proper  in  present 
airoumstanoesy  to  plaoe  the  Indians  there  for  various  reasons.  The 
lower  room  of  the  West  wing  baa  been  the  Secretary's  office  from 
the  first  building  of  the  State  House  to  this  day,  and  I  cannot 
consent  to  give  it  up  but  in  some  case  of  real  necessity. 

I  am  respectfully, 

your  very  bu'ble  servant, 

T.  M.,  8ec^. 
May  1, 1779. 

JDireeUd^ 

To  Colonel  Nicola.* 


McClenachan  and  Irwin  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  8rd  May,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  fav  of  26^^f  ultim*  we  duly  received.  Inclosed 
you  bave  the  list  of  Stores  in  Mr.  Henry's  care — we  shan't  purchase 
any  articles  that  he  has,  and  you  may  also  be  assured  that  we  sbalt 
run  the  State  to  as  litt}p  expence  as  we  can,  but  at  present  it  re- 
quires enormious  sums  to  equip  a  vessell,  particularly  one  that  ifl 
solely  intended  for  War. 

Mr.  DeHart  was  appointed  Lieutenant^  when  the  ship  was  first 
laid  on  the  stocks ;  he  has  also  bad  the  promise  of  the  second 
Lieutenancy  from  Cap"  Montgomery  and  ourselves,  wo  therefore 

*  Bee  page  8(33.  f  See  page  813. 

t  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  760. 
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vnqveii  b«  vifty  be  oontiatied.  Mr.  HolHogBbead,  wbo  baa  been  in 
the  State  aerrioe  sinee  tke  oonmenoeaMBl  of  tbe  Wary  we  take  ibe 
liberty  of  reoonimcDdiDg  as  Maater. 

Nothing  now  detains  the  ship  but  want  of  men ;  we  expect  sbe 
will  get  her  Compliment  in  a  Week  or  Ten  days,  before  which,  the 
officers  will  wait  of  your  Kxoellcney  for  their  Commissions. 

We  eball  supply  Oapt**  Montgomery  and  Caldwell  with  such  sums 
as  may  be  necessary. 
We  are  Sir, 

your  Excellencys  most 

obed*  hum"*  Serv*, 

MATTHEW  IRWIN, 

for  B.  M«Cienachan  &  Self, 
DtVcr/e//, 

To  his  Excelleaoj  Josepb  Reed,  Ss^ r.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Bksolutiok  of  Congress,  17T9. 

In  Congress,  3d  May,  1779. 
Besolvedy 

That  the  President  and  Conncil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  be 
requested  to  order  such  of  the  Militia  of  that  State,  to  tako  poai  at 
fort  Mifflin  and  Billingsport  in  the  room  of  Colonel  Proctor's  men, 
as  shall  be  judged  by  the  said  President  k  Conncil  sufficient.  The 
said  Militia  to  be  allowed  continental  pay  &  subsistance. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec^.* 

Directed^ 

To  President  and  Conncil  of  Pennsylvania. 


OsoftM  Bjuiet  so  Pass.  Bsxd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  May  Sd^  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  tbe  Honor  to  enclose  you  an  aco*  of  the  Sales  of  the  Tools 
&ca.,  of  the  state  Oun  Factory,  with  a  particular  Inventory  of  the 
same.— 

I  think  it  my  Duty  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  Mr.  Peter 
Sehaven  (who  had  the  management  of  the  Factory)  rendered  me 

•  See  CeL  fiee.,  VeL  XL,  p.  766. 
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every  assUtaDOd  in  his  power,  k  tbro'  the  whole  of  this  budneMy  has 
evidenced  a  strong  attachment  to  the  Intecest  of  this  State. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

jour  most  Obed* 

&  very  Hamble^erv* 

OEOROE  HENRT.* 

Directed^ 

To  His  Ezoellencj  Joseph  Beed^  Esq'.,  F^resident  of  the  State  of 
Pensjivania. 


Sbcy.  Matlaok  to  Gbnl.  Dxj  Pobtail,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  his  Eioellency  the  Preeidenti  to  inform  yon  that 
the  bearer  Col.  John  Bull  is  the  officer  to  whom  is  committed  the 
exeontion  of  the  works  at  Billingsport,  and  he  waits  on  you  for 
direction  thereiui  which  you  will  please  to  commnnicate  to  him  with 
full  confidence. 

May  4, 1779. 

Direetedf 
To  Gen'l  Du  Portail,  Present 


Lt.  Col.  Adam  Hublby  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Millstone  Gamp, 

May  4th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Some  time  since,  the  eleventh  Penn*  Regiment  became  vacant  by 
the  resignation  of  Col.  Hartley.  As  eldest  Lieu*  Col.  in  the  line, 
I  claim  the  same.  I  some  days  since  wrote  to  Col.  Humpton  on  the 
subject,  and  desired  he  would  apply  in  behalf  of  me. 

He  informs  me,  he  consulted  your  Excellency  on  this  matter, 
and  that  you  gave  your  oppinion,  I  should  procure  a  certificate  from 
Gen.  St.  Clair  as  com*  Officer  of  the  line  certifying  my  pretentions, 
and  that  your  ExceU'  would  then  procure  my  Commission. 

I  have  herewith  sent  a  certificate  which  I  hope  wiU  be  satb&o- 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XL,  p.  764. 
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ioiy,  and  beg  your  Bzcellenoy  will  take  raoh  iUpe  in  my  behalf  as 
joa  shall  think  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  snbsoribe  myself 

your  Excell'*  most  Ob^  hum*  servt 

AD-  HUBLET,  Jr.,  L.  Colo  * 

DirecUdf 

To  His  Eseellenoy  Joseph  Reed^  Esq',  Presid*  of  the  supreme 
Ezecu**  Coancil  of  Penn*|  Phi*J 


This  is  to  certify  that  Colonell  Hnbley  is  the  eldest  Lieatenant 
Coloneli  in  the  Troops  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  entitled  to 
a  Regiment  in  oonaequenoe  of  the  Resignation  of  Colonell  Hartley. 

A'.  S'.  GLAIR,  Maj'  Qen'. 

May  4th,  1779. 


GoL.  BiOH*i>  McGalbstbr  to  Pkbs.  Bbbb,  1779. 

Hay  4th,  1779. 

8ir» 

in  obedience  toy'  Excellencies  orders  of  the  80th  of  March,  whieh 
came  to  hand  the  7th  of  April,  I  called  on  the  Glass  first  in  the 
tower  of  duty  snd  appointed  a  day  of  RandevosCj  the  people  met 
Accordingly,  but  in  the  interom  the  frost  happened  which  hath 
Killed  the  Greatest  part  of  the  Ry,  and  much  Wheat  Many  are 
Now  Mowing  their  whole  crops  of  Ry  to  plant  Com  in  the  fields,  ft 
many  of  the  fields  Lay  so  flat  that  they  even  cant  be  Mowed. 
I  have  been  Ever  since  the  orders  Imployed,  but  to  no  Purpose ; 
they  complain  should  they  G-oo  from  there  farms  at  this  time,  they 
are  Ruined,  as  they  are  indeavouring  to  put  in  Spring  Crops,  ft  to 
save  themselves  &  Creatures  from  perishing.  They  seem  all  JSxceed- 
ing  willing  to  hier  the  young  men  to  Ooo,  was  there  a  law  for  bo 
doing,  and  to  pay  fines  under  those  Curcomstances  as  large  as  the 
Present  law  directs  will  albo  be  Distressing,  and  I  am  afraid  will  be 
hard  to  be  don,  as  Maney  lost  there  Crops  Last  year  by  the  hail, 
and  now  by  the  frost  they  are  Redused  to  Grate  want.  The  100 
men  Menf  in  the  orders  could  be  Raised  in  a  few  days,  could  the 

•  See  Col.  Kee.,  VoL  XI.,  pp.  770. 
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Lftw  be  dispensed  wS  which  I  sheH  not  pretend  to  do,  but  wiak 
Bincerclj  there  had  Never  been  any  Particular  Numbery  soeh  m  one 
or  two  hundred  Meat' ;  but  called  by  the  Claw  the  people  iniagtn 
that  it  is  money  more  than  Men  that  is  wantiog,  and  that  Either 
the  Hon.  the  Council  or  myself  Pocket  the  Money — its  often  oast 
np  to  Me.  I  hate  at  this  time  oalled  on  the  Class,  as  1  Durst  not 
tell  the  orders  was  for  one  100  men,  as  I  had  no  Method  to  take  the 
100  out  of  the  Class,  which  is  at  Least  600,  and  I  am  ordered  to 
fine  the  Delinquents.  Wass  this  Known  to  the  people  without  Ibej 
were  at  Liberty  to  hier  the  men,  it  w^  Inreage  them  much  ;  in  the 
whole  we  are  all  Distressed  to  Know  how  to  Get  the  men  demanded 
at  Present,  &  believe  it  will  not  be  don  on  the  futing  Now  ordered, 
for  which  am  truly  Sorry,  &  can  only  say  w*  a  Qood  Consience  I 
have  now  and  at  all  times  since  I  have  been  fav'  w'  the  Couiishinn 
from  the  Hon.  Council,  Don  Everything  in  my  Power  and  to  the 
best  of  my  Judgment,  and  w'  a  willing  and  Chearful  Hart,  and  am 
still  willing  to  March  to  the  field  w*  the  foremost  in  the  Defence  of 
what  is  Dear  to  me  as  a  freeman.  But  in  the  mean  time  beg  leave 
to  Resign  to  yr  Ezclcncy  the  Comishion  of  Leu*.  Making  no  Doubt 
but  y  Ezclency  will  appoint  a  person  that  n'ill  be  Much  more  capa* 
ble  of  doing  the  Duty  Required,  as  indeed  under  the  present  law  it 
is  too  maney  for  me. 

I  have  the  Hon  to  be  w^  Much  Respect, 

y  Ezclencies  most  oh'  serv*, 

R*  M-CALESTER. 

Shall  continue  to  call  on  the  Next  Class,  &  do  Every  thing  Posa- 
ble  ontil  I  hear  from  Council^  which  hope  will  not  be  long — I  hope 
not  more  than  8  days. 

Directed^ 

His  Eseleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  SapFaim 
Exeeatif  Conncill  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Capt.  David  Ziegler  to  Coukcil,  1770. 

Honourable  Gentlemen, 

Your  Hononrs  Instruction  received  from  Majw  Qenl.  St  Clair  the 
1st  may,  shall  strictly  observe. 

The  scarcity  of  some  artioals  Receiv'  by  the  last  cargo  Issued  ef 
every  artical  one  Woek  Allowance  to  the  non  Commissioned  Officers 
and  Soldiers  only,  Kept  the  rest  for  the  Gentlemen  Officers  except 
spirit  &  Soap^  which  will  be  a  sufteient  QiMintitat  on  hand  for  dis- 
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tribntion  for  the  Line  this  8  Weeks ;  the  Ckntlenen  approve  of  it 
if  it  w.oiild  have  your  Howmia  Approbation  by  doiag  aa  allwaae  in 
the  future.  % 

I  have  had  as  yet  no  good  opportunity  of  sending  a  tnm  of  money 
to  Lt.  Col*  Farmer,  hava  the  money  on  hand  of  the  first  eargOy  and 
part  of  the  seoond  what  is  sold.  The  State  of  Gonnoxtiout  allov 
their  Line 

1  Quart  Spirit  &  Bation  ^  Week. 

1  lb.  Musoowada  sugar  ^  do., 

i  lb.  Coffee,  do.  do., . 

8  OS.  Pepper,  |}  Ration  ^  Week. 

1  lb.  Tobaceo  %>  do.,        do. 

i  lb.  Soap  HP        ditto,      ditto. 

Honourable  Gentlemen 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respeot, 

your  most  humble  ft  very  Obedient  servant, 

DAVID  ZIEOLEB, 
Captain  1*^  Penn*  Regf . 
Waynesburgh,  May  4th,  1779. 

This  moment  have  an  Opportunity  to  send  with  Captain  Heydribk| 
of  Philadelphia,  6000  ^oUan  to  Lieok  Ooi*  Fanner. 

Direetedt 

On  poblio  service. 

The  Honourable  the  Connsil  of  SaflEety,.  Philadelphia.  'r  ..  i 


Peksipbkt  ov  Cohqbbss  to  Pbesibent  Rebd,  17*^9. 

Philadelphia,  4th  Hay,  1779. 
Sif, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  yonr  Esoelienoy  the  enclosed 
Copy  of  an  Aot  of  Congress  of  the  3rd  Inski  bif  the  defence  of  the 
Posts  at  Fort-Mifflin  &  Biliin^port. 

And  am,  with  great  Sespect, 

Your  Bxoellenoy's 

Host  Obed*  Servant, 

JOHN  JAT,  Pkesid. 

His  Excellency,  President  Bead. 

Adortedf 

Bead  in  Council,  Hay  4, 1779. 

T.  M*^  DCv  y. 

*  Seepage  866,  sad  Col.  Beo.,  ToL  2X,  p.  776b 
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Saa  MaiticM^k  vo  M^r*  €hrar«  tAiufoj«is  1779, 

»84r, 

'H^  Exeellency,  tbe  PreaMei^t,  ft  tlie  Hn'W^  CnnwBilj  order  me 
tnTDform  jon  tfatit  Oolonel  Johti  Fitzgerald,  FiteAid  dti'G^mp  io 
His  Excellency,  General  Washingtop,  has  be^p  re<]ae8ted  tor  give  'a 
deposition  of  his  knowledge  respectitg  iQstmcttotis  given  bj  jon  to 
Major  David  8.  Franks,  one  of  your  aids,  to  purchase  iq  tbe  Girjr  of 
Philadelphia,  European  and  Ea^t  Indii^  goods,  to  any  amonnt,  for 
the  payment  whereof  yon  would  furnish,  hnn  with  m^ney,  sfpd  dif eot- 
ing  him  not  to  oommnnioate  the  same  even  to  his  most  intimate 
friends.  Coll.  Fitzgerald  will  for  this  pui^ose  attend  at  the  Honse 
of  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esq',  to  morrow  moraitf  vt'ten'  o^de^k.  This 
notioe  is  given  to  afford  you  an  of^p^tudity  ta  Mtend  his  examina- 
tion,  if  you  think  proper,  either  by  yourself  or  your  attorney. 

Coll.  fltzgerald  buying  desired  his  compliments  may  be  presented 
to  Gent.  Arnold,  witii  an  ititimation  of  the  nature  of  the  testimony 
he  is  nbotit  t^  g{ve,  imlubes  me  to  mention  generally  the  nature  of 
his  evidence. 

'.X»m.  Sijri 

.  Xoui  Tiry  hnnUe  Samft^ 

T.  M.f  Ste^^  . 

Philada.,  May  5, 1779. 
To  Major  Geit  Atael*.'.* 


T 

« <      i 


Col.  Bartrsm  Oalbraith  to  Pres.  IIbed,  177d.  ^ 

r  /  I  ■  •  ' 

'  '  ^  '  Lancaster,  6th  May,  1779^ 

jMij  it  Pl«s»  your  Si|c^U(|i^i 

'  Id  eensequenee  of  yaur  kte  orders  Bent  me,  for  the  Bainng  of 
fifty  of  the  Militia  men  of  this  Comily,  tD  fte  sent  to  BedfeHI,  I 
have  called  upon  the  ClMi  hi  lolatiaii  of  fbnr  Baltallions,  &  from 
the  returns  made  me  ^d  ooly  ;thirt4en  j>rivate8  willing  to  march ; 
have  sinoe  calle4  in  thQ  sami^  iqanner  on  four  other  Battallions,  the 
returns  of  whj)i|i  T  e:(pcpt  to  be  furnished  with  early  next  week,  but 
am  dotibtfull  of  eVen  them  furnishins  the  Number  wanted.  The 
Militia  of  this  County  have  beei^'mueb  hams^  :irMi-  the  sudlen 
marching  of  Prisoners,  furnishing  Sundry  Guards  over  Cqfttioeatd 
Stores  in  different  parts  of  this  Cou»ty,^asiwel]tas  facing  the  com  von 
ene^ip,.uDjt^l  Ihey  have  served  the  iSecond  tower  of  duty  even  untill 
the  Seventh  Ctass ;  whilest  in  other  Counties  Tthev  say)  have  only 
served  not  muoh  more'  tlwaf  thetf  finlt.    I  woutil  Seg  leave  to  give 
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.«k]Fl9niiiple'Opittion  pfthe  iMtteiv  A0  there  artPttbtteb  bd^dHags 
i^Miffierait  -(oe  dotbt)  •f«ol«d  «t  ihik  i^Mfe,  were  ilie  Storev  Mnored 
•  tfiom  LebaiMo  (A  if  in^irf  other  jmw  ef  tb«f  Goatily)  M  Me  plaoe, 
34iey  mitfht'Wftitavci^  hy  •  Small  €otvpitaie  '<yrmh6«l  fourtj  men, 
i#|ibs  dfipefenee  of  exfenbe  i€  two  Ooiftp^ifieB  n^Mrti'  Im^  been  on 
.«b^  bitiMrlo  to  th#  umbe^  of  70  nea  eiiok^  iarred  j  th^  Guu^ 
oberoalletit0.be  kepr  to' be  of  t|fe  In^}i4eB(a»  to  doubt  there  ate 
IoMb)raf  die  8iMd)ii||f  Amie.    In:  tbe  frit  f laee  it  wooM  Save  « 

Citft  expenoil  to  tbe  FubHok,  8eeendi!^/it  irovdd  pra<re«t  the  nflitia 
m  differittg'amoB^t  thotiieUieB  who  eheold  served  their  tower  of 
idot^upod  theaogQMda;  added  to  wMoh,  reeofeftng  ^c^  fines  on 
deiiaqMitb  wtMi  Spti^  av  tyjr  law  dti^ctod,  oar  letttras  oir  Ooeetione 

!jW  thieUodwovld  aotcbeieo  trifdiag.         

i'*    I  have  bteaf  bithefto/pfeiro&ted  of  reeoforiag  fiaee  oa'  ddliaqaentii, 
laa  I  eoald  ^have  wiabedi  to  hm  doae,  bj  ireAMa  of  the  Ofteers  ne|- 
leot  ia  making  their  returns  to  me,  who  I  most  SpfUt'Up  to  that 
part  of  duty;  in  l^eei^  otovjUaoj;  than.bitherlio.m%de  naetol  ^ 

Your  Exoellencie.  will  pleaee  ^6jb:^oju^  mv  freedom  in  the  above, 
hoping  nevertheleasi  to  find  that  doae  which  may  do  most  prudeat 
in  the  Matter;  &'Am  with  the  greatest  ^tedm 

fou/Sieellenoies  most  Obed«  H'le  Serv* 
'       '  BARTREM  GALBRAITH, 

..       r        '     .  ,    J  V  ,   ...       .4^^»|or.thfti3oHa)fro'.If»nr- 

J)ir^U4,  .,    .  .1 ...-,,.  .V     '      : :     .      ,;  .^      f 

To  His  E;sMUsBiyyJeiailLlbed^'Baqr^]^iaoidHn^a£lha}8lata#f 
Pe«|S|)lvaaia. 

Indoned,  ,    ^ 

Mid  in  Conqoil  l^lity  ^^  1779^&,3'¥traoVsent  tQ  l^is  E^o'y 
.Washington.*  .  ^        ♦  *• 


Bead 
Genl 


Captain  John  MoCulloh  to  Fkbsidbni  Rbbd,  1779. 

Billingsport,  May  5th,  1779. 

Hay  it  please  your  ExeeUency, 

In  eonsequenoe  of  your  orders  to  the  City  Lieutenant,  I  arrived 
here  the  2d  instant  and  relieved  the  detachment  of  Col.  Procter's 
Artilery  at  this  post,  and  alongs^  with  the  command  I  reo*  your 
instructions  to  them,  wherein  I  find  it  my  duty  to  report  to  yon  what 
ever  may  be  necessary  to  be  done.  I  would  therefore  bes  leave  to 
oommnnioate  to  you  that  our  Ammunition  is  in  a  very  dangerous 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Tol.  XL,  p.  776. 
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doporit  a(  ptMatt,  whioh  is  itn  aptrtoMni  adljototBg  ihe  Bifinokii 
and  10  therefore  liable,  by  ibe  smelleet  leoideDt  of  fire,  to  be  blown 
.  op,  wbiob  might  be  fiiUd  to  the  whole  genrieoa ;  neither  is  it  water- 
,  tight    There  is  another  part  of  jFonr  iostmetioDs  whi^h  direct  tkat 
the  officer  oonmandiag  here  ehonld  treat,  the  oScers  of  all  imratd 
boand  yeBsels^  whether  AmericaQB  or  Allies,  with  kindness  A  respeet, 
but  when  I  made  a  small  draught  npon  the  Commissaryy  in  osdec  to 
enabk  me  to  fulfill  that  part  of  the  order,  he  pevamptoriljr  nlueed 
it,  though  he  acknowledged  the  necessity  there  was  for  it,  bat  said 
he  could  not  Issue  it  without  an  order  from  yon  or  the  Honbl*,  the 
.  Board  of  War,  either  of  whioh  he  would  immediately  obey»  and  «f 
choice  I  would  much  mther  apply  to  your  EseeUency ;  I  bc^  there- 
fore yon  would  communicate  your  pmsure  in  a  line,  nod  if  yon  aie 
.  pleased  to  indulge  me,  as  I  humbly  hope  yon  will,  as  it  is  common 
.  to  officers  in  my  situationi  be  assured  it  shall  be  oondueted  with 
,  becoming  fmg^ity. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  the  most  profound  rsspeet, 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 

And  yery  Bumble  Sarrent, 

JOHN  M'CULLOH, 
Cap*  Com'. 

.  'T?B.    There  aiw  n  great' liumber  of  my  Comp^  H^hanickSi 
whidi  would  Immediately  go  to  work  npon  a  Magasine  if  there  wte 
imM^ia  be  bniit^  sid>my  Mrtrtsnee  s&all  not  >be  wuluig. 

-  X  M'C. 
^   His  Excehencyi  Joseph  Heed,  Esq'^  President  State  Fen\  , 
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CaPT.  p.  PiTCAIRlSr  TO  P&Ea.  OF  Co^OBESSy  1779« 

Beftdmg,  May  Sth,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  tm  exoeediDgly  Borry  to  find  fto:  order  frasn  the  Board  of  War 
for  oar  removal  from  this  Plaoe^  My  letter  I  presume  has  been 
misooderstood.  M'  Duolap  is  rdeased,  iand  the  People  here  wish 
to  be  upon  a  better  footing  wi|h  uBy  and  ire  having  been  at  a  Con- 
sidefable  expenoe  settling  ours^vesi:  would  wish|  if  proper^  tQ  remain 
at  Beading. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,      : 

Your  most  obed*  ServS 

P.  PilCAIRN, 

Capt.  82nd  Beg«. 
The  Hon'ble  John  Jay,  Esff. 


Besolutiok$  ov  Congress,  1779. 

In  (i)i^C8s,.May  5th,  1779. 

Whereas,  the  aoeounts  of  the  deputy  pvrchasinff  and  issuing  oom- 
misst^ies  under  the  late  Commissary  Q^neml  Joseph  Trumbull, 
deceased,  were  settled  at  the  tiineof  hb  death.' and  still  remain  to  be 
adjusted,  and  it  is  neo^aiary  tha|  thqs^  ap^qi^nt^  shf»uld  be  closed 
witheut  deli^, 

Besolyed,  [ 

That  Jonathan  Trambull^  jup^  Bsq^,  be  inf  i^  hii>^y  fully  autho- 
rised and  empowered  to  Settle  and -whilst  the  aaid  ajocounts,  under 
the  ejection  of  the  beard  of  treasury^ 

Besolyed,  .   ..  ■  '; 

Thit  the  8aid"Jonatbaa  Xrufnbnil  be  allowed  a  qlerk  ta  Assist 
him,  and  be  paid  his  ezpences  and  a. reasonable  ^eopipensation  for 
his  time  and  troubloi  to  be  adjusted  when  the'nsiture  and  ej^^^nt  of 
the  sBiiryice  can  be  ascertained. 

Besolyed, 

That  the  said  Jonathan  TrnmbuU  shall  take,  an  (H^th  for  thi^  faith- 
ful execution  of  this  duty,  to  be  administered!  by  the  Bonrd  of 
Treasury : — 

And  it  is  recommended  to  the  legistatures  of  the  iseveral^fitatea 
whom- it  may  ooncerntto  enact  proper  laws  for  facilitating  the" settle- 
ment of  the  said  accounts,  and  compelling  accountants  £  defimlters 
withhi  their  respective  jnriadietions  to  settle  their  ^c^ounts  and  do 
juBtiee  to  the  public. 

fiztract  frpm  toe  Minutes',  * 

CHA.  THOMliON,  Se<5'y. 
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Pbks.  Rbhd  w  It.  Ooi.  Sami.  HtrNTpB,  1T79. 

•  ■ 

InTOdancity  ' 

PbiMelphia,  May  5th,  1779. 

Sill'    '.:-   ; 

Tonn  by  Express  was  doly  reo*,*  &  has  gj^vim  Qff  ?ar7  gieajt  Con- 
cern— the  greater  because  we  fully  expected  you  would  have  at  this 
Time  enjoyed  as  much  Safety  &  Tranquility  as  the  Troops  could  give 
while  unemployed  in  offensive  Operations.  The  Encouragement  we 
gave  was  founded  upon  the  most  solid  Ground,  &  if  it  has  in  any 
Respect  failed^  itihost  btf  attrlbatfed  to  unaveldable  Accident.  Tho' 
we  greatly  lament  the  distressing  Circumstances  in  which  the  County 
is  involved,  we  cannot  charge  ourselves  with  omitting  a^j  MeaancB 
in  OUT  Power  to  give^ffe^tya}  Ileliefj  npr  did  wej^Qt  satisfied  uutill 
'we  received  strong  ^ssuranq^s  upon  that  Subject.  We  have  now 
complied  wi£h  every  Bequest '  in  your  Letter;  Medicioes  are  pro- 
vided, which  will  be  sept  up  l^a  wi^yy^on  wbioh  carries  those  de^ 
signed  for  Col.  HarUey's  Reg*,  under  the  care  of  M'  Jenneyq, 
Surgeon  to  that  Reg'. .  A  Case  of  Instruments  is  also  sent  up-^ 
loth  tq  pe  put  under  Care  &  dispos^  of  by  you  as  you  think  best 
We  have  also  sent  up  ]1 0,000  BolUtp  '^  this  Opp^  to  be  itpplied  by 
you  in  forward^  the  recruiting  Service  of  the  9  Months  Men,  Cap' 
M'lihfktten  ,^.I4euteiiai))3  ^gherty  &  Arthur  were  recoqimeiided 
to  us  by  Den.  Po.tter;  At  is  is  Very  ereat  Misfortune  thev  were  np^ 
^n  the  Spot^  as  precious  tTime  is  thereby  lost,  buti  to  give  all  tb^ 
,B^medy  we^Ui^yre  do  »uthoriz^^ou  t<vappoiut  siii^b)e,  QJiMss  in 
tl^eir  Jnaces,  ^  push  on  the  Business  ^^pedltiously^  As  soon  i^  yofi 
signify. the  Appointments,  we  will  s^nd  up  the  Commissions;  the  re- 
cruiting Inst^uptioiMi' formerly  sent  to  tKci  others  will  serve  for  them, 
and  as  you  do  not  men^on  other  Wants,  we  presuip^  none  of  a  press- 
ing E^iodi  exist  ,  We  now  .concfudo  with  sssuripg  yo\^  that  we  sbaU 
'^ay  kn  unremitted  Attentioa  to  the  Inhabitants  of  th^. Frontiers,  for 
whose  Distresses  we  have  the  Sympathy  of  J^rethren,  &  shi^U  Ieav0 
nothing  undone  by  ua  to  g^y^  ^u  the  most  substioitlal  Proofii 
thpr^ol. 


t  t  i  « *  ■■ 


.1 

•  I    ..  .,  PfBS.  UWDr/E^    BOABD  OF  WaR,   1779. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  by  His  Excellencey,  tl^e  President,  (o  inform  you 
that  a  piece  of  heavy  Cannon  at  Pk'incetown  belong'g  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  is  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  river  Delaware, 
and  will  be  sent  for  immediately.    This  information  is  given  yon  in 

*  See  page  846. 
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ooiiseqoeBce  of  an  iotimfttion  that  it  has  been  propoeed  to  send  this 
Cannon  to  the  Northward. 

I  anil  with  great  reepeet, 

Yoor  obedient  humble  Seryanty 

T.  M.,  See' J. 
Hn'ble  Board  of  War. 


Lx.  Col.  Coats  to  CouHOiLy  1779» 

Ckttilemes, 

Urged  by  onr  Duty  to,  and  Regard  for  the  Welfare  of  the  State, 
We  beg  leave  to  address  you  upon  a  Subject  which  we  sabmit  to 
yonr  Attention. 

In  the  year  1777,  the  County  of  Pbilad*  was  possessed  of  a  con- 
'siderable  Nnmber  of  Arms  marked  with  the  County  Mark,  which  it 
was  always  ezpocted  were  to  be  reserved  for  the  use  and  setvice  of 
the  Militia  of  the  said  County ;  these  Arms  were  by  ao  Order  of 
Oeoeral  Armstrong  delivered  up  at  Camp  when  the  Militia  were 
.about  to  return  home  from  Service. 

This  has  prevented  the  Lieutenants  from  discharging  their  Duty 
in  that  part  of  the  Law  which  orders  them  '*  to  provide  ArmSj  &c.j 

We  therefore  request  of  his  Excellency  the  t^residentj  and  the 
^on**  the  Council,  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  grant  an  Order  for 
a  sufficient  number  of  Arms  for  each  Battalion  of  the  said  County. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  the  Council  that  a  military  Spirit  appears 
once  more  to  pervade  the  Militia,  from  the  Encouragement  and 
Satisfaction  given  by  the  late  Supplement  to  the  Militia  Law ;  and 
yre  are  of  Opinion  that  if  his  Excellency  the  President  would  review 
them,  it  would  have  a  very  happy  Effect,  as  they  are  very  anxious 
to  see  their  Commander  in  Chief  in  the  Field.     - 

We  would  wish  this  Proposal  to  meet  with  his  Bxoellency's  Ap- 
probation. 

In  Behalf  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the  County  of  Philada. 

WM.  COATS,  Lfeu*  C.  P. 
Phihda.,  6  May,  1779. 

'    The  hon^*  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
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LiBUT.  Wm.  GoAia  TO  GouKCiL,  1779. 

PhUadelpbm,  6  May,  1779. 

00  the  4  februy,  1776, 1  had  the  mislbrtniie  of  berog  made  a  Pria- 
OQer*  by  &  detaohment  of  the  Brttiah  Army,  io  which  Silwation  I 
have  mnoe  oontinoed  under  Parole.  Upoo  repeated  AppHoationa  to 
GoloDel  Beaty,  Gom'y  Geo*  of  Priaoaers,  I  have  always  been  informed, 
that  he  oonld  mo%  negotiate  an  £Izchange  for  me,  aa  be  eould  only 
consider  me  m  the  Light  of  a  Oivtl  Offiecr  belonging  to  the  State  ol 
Pennsylvania.  My  Parole  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  also  runs  in  the  civil 
Lino,  and  this  baa  hitherto  been  an  efFeetoal  Bar  to  my  Exchange. 

1  am,  therefore,  indueed  to  lay  before  the  boo**,  the  Oonnoil,  my 
particular  Caae,  and  to  loqneat  their  Attention  to  the  following 
JProposal : 

These  is  in  New  York  a  M'  John  Fozeroft,  ibrmerly  Postmaster 
General  under  the  British  Government,  now  a  Prisoner,  and  under 
Parole  to  the  State  of  Penney Ivami^^fais  Ciroumatancea  resemble 
my  own,  and  it  appears  to  mean  Ezehaage  might  easily  be  negotiated. 
•  I  flatter  myself  that  the  boa'*,  the  Coa»cil,  will  see  no  Injustice 
or  IHsadvantage  aecruiDg  to  the  State  from  aooh  an  Excfaaoge,  and 
I  earnestly  aoliett  their  CempHanoe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

Gentlemen, 

your  most  obed.  hble.  serv*, 

Wm.  coats,  Lieu*  C.  p. 

The  hon'%  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


P&S3.  BsBD  TO  Gbn.  Washington,  1779. 

May  8, 17  rat 
Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  27th  Ult.  has  boen  oonsidered  by  us  with  that 
Attention  &  Beapeet  justly  due  to  it;  and  we  are  extremely  aorry  to 
find  that  the  Bapressiona  of  Solicitude  for  the  Safety  of  our  distmsed 
lahabitants  on  the  Frontiers  and  our  Anxiety  to  prevent  future 
Calamities  should  have  given  you  Pain.  We  hoped  we  had  expressed 
ourselves  with  so  much  Caution  en  this  occasion  that  overy  uuaooep- 
table  Idea  wottld  have  been  fully  excluded.  Be  assured,  Sir,  our 
Intentions  were  only  to  oonvey  to  yon  the  Sense  of  the  Poopk  ki 
those  afflioted  Counties,  presuoHng  that  it  would  be  mueh  more 

♦  See  Vel.  VI.,  p.  201,  280. 
t  indorsed  liay  atk. 
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agreeable  to  receive  it  in  this  Way  than  from  News  Papers,  formal 
Applications,  or  painful  Remonstranoes.  And  we  did  it  the  more 
readily,  as  we  ever  understood  it  to  be  a  distinguishing  Part  of  your 
Excel!'*  Character  to  seek  for  every  Sort  of  Information,  and  more 
especially  that  which  might  prevent  evils,  t  guard  against  Dissatis- 
hetioUf  whether  well  <Mr  ill  founded. — If  the  Manner  of  d<nng  it  did 
not  correspond  with  our  Intentions  we  woald  wish  you  to  ascribe  it 
to  any  other  Cause  than  a  Diminution  of  that  Confidence  and  Attach- 
ment of  which  we  have  given  Professions  not  less  sincere  ^han  they 
were  pubiiok. — And  retaining  still  the  same  Opinion  of  your  Excel- 
lency's Candour  &  Judgment  we  submit  it  whether  the  Expectations 
of  a  State  for  Security  &  Protection  are  not  naturally  limited  or 
extended  according  to  its  own  Exertions  &  the  Force  it  furnishes 
to  the  common  Cause.  If  its  supplies  of  Men  &  other  military 
Means  are  ample,  &  the  Burthens  heavy.  Expectations  will  rise 
proportionately.  If  we  are  to  judge  of  the  Contingent  furnished  to 
the  Continental  Army  from  this  State  by  the  Applications  made  to 
us  to  partake  of  the  Bouaties  and  Indulgences  lately  given  by  this 
State  to  the  Troops,  we  must  hold  a  respectable  Place  in  the  Military 
Line. — We  have  12  JEtegiments  including  Artillery  on  the  Line, 
equally  filled  with  any  other  State  &  much  superior  to  some.  We 
have  a  greater  Proportion  raised  for  the  War,  as  we  are  !nformed| 
than  any  other.  Besides  this,  a  Reg*  of  Horse — ^the  Invalid  Corps, 
or  at  least  i**  of  it  the  Provost  Corps,  &  half  of  the  German  Bat- 
talion all  have  put  in  their  Claims,  making  in  the  whole  a  very 
considarable  Body. — We  do  not  say  any  Thing  of  the  ArtificerSi 
Manufacturers  &c.,or  the  Transportation  afforded  by  this  State,  tho' 
forming  a  very  Considerable  Part  of  the  publick  Burthens,  &  being 
the  principal  Dependance  of  the  Army,  they  naturally  give  the 
People  of  the  State  a  Sense  of  their  Importance,  &  would,  if  the  Occa- 
sion should  happen,  make  them  feel  very  sensibly  any  Hardships  which 
might  arise  from  an  unequal  Distribution  of  Protection.  That  we 
have  been  by  far  the  greatest  Sufferers  on  the  Frontiers,  have  had 
more  People  killed,  &  more  Country  desolated,  we  presume  cannot 
)>e  doubted.  If  Virginia  &  the  other  States  have  suffered  by  tho 
Bavagesof  the  Indians  in  any  Proportion  to  this  State,  the  particulars 
have  never  reached  us-— &  as  the  Idea  of  our  receiving  any  Protection 
from  Amand's  &  Pulaski's  Corps  must  have  arisen  from  some  Mis- 
apprehension or  Mistake,  we  beg  Leave  to  assure  your  Excell'  that  we 
never  derived  the  slightest  Benefit  from  them,  but  on  the  other  Hand 
are  still  smarting  under  their  Abuse  &  Desolation,  the  Complaints 
of  which  we  suppressed,  &  the  Complainants  perswaded  to  bear  with 
Patience  their  Losses  k  Sufferings. 

We  apprehend  that  were  the  Affairs  of  the  Frontiers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania more  fully  known  to  your  Exccll^,  it  would  in  some  degree 
remove  the  Idea  of  our  Southwestern  or  Northern  Frontiers  having 
been  so  effectually  covered — ^the  Waste  of  Country  &  Evacuation  of 
large  &  flourbhing  Settleme&tS;  whose  Inhabitants;  as  Gen.  M*In- 
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toeb  ft  othera  assure  ns,  are  goins;  down  the  Ohio  daily  to  settle 
elsewhere,  give  bttt  toe  melancholy  a  Proof  of  their  exposed  ft  da»- 
geroQs  Sitoation,  ft  that  they  think  their  new  Settlements  afbrd  a 
better  Prospect  of  Safety.  But  as  Disoossions  of  this  Nature  seem 
to  give  Pain  where  we  would  allways  wish  to  ezeite  contrary  Sensa- 
iions  we  shall  ayoid  them  in  future,  ft  endeayour  to  remove  from 
the  Miuds  of  the  Sufferers  any  Doubts  ft  Apprehensions  which  being 
ihe  natural  Effects  of  Ruin  ft  Distress,  will  claim  our  Pity,  however 
groundless  at  this  Distance  they  may  appear. 

We  heartily  wish  Success  to  the  proposed  Expedition,  ft  shall  do 
every  Thing  in  our  Power  to  promote  it.  It  is  our  Interest  so  to  do, 
for  if  it  should  terminate  as  the  one  last  Tear  did  from  Fort  Pitt, 
our  Western  Country  will  be  in  a  most  deplorable  situation,  ft  the 
State  little  short  of  Ruin.  When  we  therefore  suggested  an  Idea 
that  it  might  be  laid  aside  we  did  not  suppose  it  would  be  so-— but 
regarding  the  Possibility  of  such  an  Event  from  the  difficulty  of 
combining  all  the  Circumstances  necessary  to  its  Progress  ft  SucoesS| 
we  thought  it  our  Duty  to  lay  our  Expectations  ft  Wishes  before 
you,  that  we  might  avoid  any  Occasion  of  Complaint  in  future  from 
the  Inhabitants  of  that  Country. — And  we  shall  esteem  ourselves 
peculiarly  unfortunate  if  the  Mode  of  doing  it  should  in  any  degree 
nave  counteracted  our  own  Wishes  ft  Intentions. 

We  haye  kept  from  public  View  most  of  the  Acoonnts  we  have 
reeeived — ^bnt  that  your  Excelk  may  form  a  more  just  Judgment  of 
our  Situation  we  have  selected  a  few  from  Men  of  the  most  Note  in 
the  Country,  which  have  just  come  to  Hand.  When  you  have  con- 
sidered themi  ft  also  that  we  have  a  discontented  Party  in  the  State 
seeking  every  Occasion  to  disparage  the  Oovemment,  we  flatter  our- 
selves you  will  allow  for  our  Feelings  ft  Anxieties.  To  us  the 
Inhabitants  look  in  the  first  Instance,  ft  upon  us  the  Odium  ft  Blame 
will  fall  if  after  holding  ont  Hopes  of  Safety  to  them  they  should 
find  themselves  disappointed^  tho  from  Causes  unforeseen  ft  un- 
avoidable. 

Your  Excelk  has  observed  that  <<if  the  Resources  of  the  States 
^  cannot  furnish  a  competent  Force  for  compleat  Defence  they  will 
'<  be  more  just  than  to  -expect  from  the  Army  Protection  in  every 
<'  Point.''    We  feel  the  Justice  of  the  Remark,  but  our  Expectations 

fo  no  farther  than  Protection  in  Proportion  to  the  Troops  furnished 
y  the  State  to  the  Army.  If  from  seeing  the  Regiments  of  Penn- 
sylvania drawn  off  on  both  sides  ft  forming  a  Part  of  the  Protection 
of  New  York  ft  Virgiuia,  while  no  Ttoops  from  any  other  State 
formed  a  Part  of  ours,  an  undue  Inference  has  been  drawn  of  our 
Strength  ft  Numbers — we  readily  admit  it  to  be  unjust  ft  ground^ 
less,  for  the  Circumstances  alone  oould  by  no  Means  warrant  it— bat 
whatever  the  Resources  of  all  the  States  collectively  may  be,  each 
will  we  conceive  expect  an  Attention  individually  according  to  its 
Resources  ft  the  Exertion  of  them.  We  are  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  Motives  which  have  induced  your  Ezoell'  to  lay  aside  the  Co- 
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operation  of  tbe  Troops  from  Fort  Pitfe-«-«or  should  we  haf  e  trooblel 
jom  with  any  Obser? ation  tbereupOD,  if  it  had  not  been  suggested  to 
us  that  in  this  Case  a  sfloaUer  Oarrison  might  perhaps  be  sufficient 
for  Fort  Pitt,  &  some  of  Broadheads  People  without  IneoBHenienoe 
be  epared  to  WestiBoreland  so  as  to  make  the  Militia  there  the  less 
oeoessary,  but  as  yon  seem  to  think  any  Diminution  of  (he  Strength 
nt  that  Post  hasardons^  we  readily  acquiesoe* 

The  Tranaaotion  respecting  Oen.  Arnold  is  put  upon  a  FooUng  so 
satisfactory  to  us  that  we  regret  the  Miseonoeption  which  sepois  to 
have  tsken  Place  of  our  Ideas  upon  it  It  is  apparent  to  us  that  your 
ExeelU  hss  not  understood  usl  We  think  there  is  a  material  Diff^s- 
enoe  between  a  publiek  Body  exhibiting  Charges  against  a  Man  to 
his  superior  Officer  or  Authority,  &  expressing  thein  Sense  of  his 
Conduct  &  assigning  their  Beasons  for  it  In  the  first  Case  they 
virtnally  offer  themselves  as  Prosecutors,  appeal  to  some  Tribunal  b 
claim  the  Infiietion  of  the  Punishment  annexed  by  civil  or  military 
Law  on  the  Offisnoes  obarged. — In  the  other  Gsse  they  ^ive  an 
Opinion  operating  only  as  the  World  shall  give  it  Weight,  drawing 
with  it  no  military  or  civil  Punishment  In  this  last  View  we  aoted 
in  the  Businees^  &  considering  ourselves  entitled  to  appear  in  either 
Capacity ;  it  was  Master  of  Coooem  to  os  to  see  that  the  Idea  which 
was  carefully  excluded  as  we  thought  from  the  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress, appeorrsd  in  your  £xeelk«  Letter,  that  a  Trial  was  directed 
on  the  2S  S,  ft  5  ChargeB  exhibited  by  the  Council  eigaiiut  him. 
Onr  Wish  was  to  be  iindorstood  not  sa  having  exhibited  any  Charges 
to  Congress  or  youcself  sgalnst  him  except  that  of  abusing  Waggons, 
ft  Uiat  only  that  be  might  remain  to  answer.  And  thp  at  fiiBt  View 
it  may  seem  a  Refinement  yet  if  your  Exeell'  will  reflect  upon  the 
Consequences  yon  will  see  they  are  very  important  For  if  by  a 
pnblick  Body  expressing  their  Sense  of  an  Officers  Conduct  they  are 
to  be  considered  sa  exhibiting  Charges  against  him  to  superior  Autho- 
rity— it  will  follow  that  they  become  his  Prosecutors,  must  support 
the  Charges,  attend  any  Tribunal  however  distant,  inconvenient,  or 
prejudicial  to  the  other  publii^  Affiiirs  of  the  Stat^,or  sulyect  them- 
selves to  the  Imputation  of  Malice  or  Wantonness.  And  we  think 
it  would  not  be  a  pleasing  sight  to  your  Excell'  to  beheld  the  legis- 
lative or  Bxectttive  Bodies  of  the  States  following  the  Camp  under 
all  its  Inconveniences  ft  Dsngers  on  snch  an  Occasion.  If  Military 
Punishment  b  sought—the  Seekers  must  submit  to  the  Inoonve- 
nienees  whatever  they  sre,  otherwise  Injustice  may  be  done  the 
IndividuaL  But  when  no  such  Gbjeet  is  in  View  but  the  publiek 
Judgment  appealed  to,  the  Individual  has  his  Opp'  of  vindicating 
himself  &  show  the  Opinion  form'  of  him  to  be  unjust  There  has 
«boen  scarcely  a  bad  Governor  on  the  Ceptinent  of  whom  the  publiek 
Bodiea  have  not  expressed  such  Opinions^  ft  yet  there  was  always  « 
regular  Tribnnal  ft  proper  Anthority  where  they  might  have  sought 
Redress. 

la  this  Transaction  tho  a  Bemedy  for  publiek  AbuaeB  wss  oar 
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Object,  nnforseen  k  unexpected  Difficulties  oecnrred  nntiU  we  got  it 
It  pat  into  jonr  EzcelU  b  Hands,  we  were  encouraged  by  that  Oir- 
eumstauee  &  are  now  reaohed  to  go  thro  with  this,  but  are  inclined 
to  believe  that  we  ehall  in  future  bear  our  Part  patiently  of  the  Con- 
sequenoee  of  any  Evils  of  thia  Kin*!  as  the  lesser  InconvenicDce  of 
the  two.  In  the  present  Case  for  the  Sake  of  Peace,  &  that  Congress 
might  not  consume  more  Days  (for  many  were  spent  on  this  com- 
paratively trifling  Business)  we  proposed  the  present  Trial,  &  are 
content  to  be  considered  in  any  Poinjk  of  View  necessary  to  bring  it 
to  a  proper  Issue.  When  we  speak  of  Difficultieii  or  Obstructiona 
we  beg  yon  to  believe  we  confine  our  Views  entirely  to  this  City— « 
The  Parties  which  then  divided  the  StAte  created  &  continued  theui 
if  the  same  Transaction  was  to  happen  again  difiereut  Measures  we 
think  would  be  pursued. 

The  President  has  communicated  to  ns  that  be  has  received  in  « 
private  Letter  a  Notification  of  the  Tryal  for  the  1**  June,  which  is 
quite  agreeable  to  us^  and  the  Letter  haa  been  delivered  to  General 
Arnold  accordingly. 

The  necessary  Connect^'on  of  Evidence  on  one  Pohit  will  fail  by 
the  Absence  of  Clarkson  &  Franks,  but  as  we  have  no  Doubt  it  was 
intentional  we  think  postponing  the  Trial  on  that  account  would 
be  of  no  Effect,  as  they  would  not  probably  return  to  these  Parts  till 
it  was  finished,  even  if  postponed  to  the  1**  of  July  or  a  later  day.—* 
We  shall  have  the  Paporrgot  in  Readiness  with  such  other  Prepara- 
tions as  may  be  necessary. 

We  do  not  expect  that  any  Influence  or  Authority  of  ours  will 
induce  the  appearance  of  those  fVom  this  State  whoso  Attendance  is. 
necessary — we  roust  therefore  endeavour  to  supply  it  as  well  as  cir« 
onmstanoes  will  admiL — We  are  sorry  your  Ezeelli^  should  suppose 
we  had  suspicions  of  the  Honour  &  Impartiality  of  the  Officers  who 
are  to  compose  the  Court — if  such  is  the  natural  Inference  from  our 
Expressions  it  was  a  very  great  Inaccuracy.-— We  thought  there  was  a 
materiol  Distinction  between  the  doing  an  act  k  the  nature  of  it  when 
done — that  the  Objects  of  Consideration  were  quite  difiereut,  k  from 
Sentiments  expressed  here  by  some  we  had  Aeason  to  apprehend 
that  Persons  unacquainted  with  the  Nature  of  the  Service  k  the 
Consequences  of  perverting  the  public  Waggons,  might  deem  it  a 
small  Matter  k  treat  it  accordingly. — But  we  would  much  rather 
have  omitted  the  Hemark  wholly  than  have  g^ven  Room  for  such  a 
(Construction. 

We  hope  your  Ezcelk  will  excuse  the  Length  of  these  Observa- 
tions, as  we  did  not  apprehend  that  any  such  Consequences  would 
have  flowed  or  Inferences  have  been  drawn  from  ours  of  the  24th  k 
26  April  ,^  we  have  been  the  more  sollioitous  to  obviate  them  k  arc 
equally  so  to  avoid  any  Occasion  for  the  like  in  future. 
-  When  we  consider  the  Situation  of  our  Militia  in  this  State  their 

•  See  page  S87,  841. 
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Deficiency  in  Arms  &  that  those  Counties  from  wheiice  they  oogbt 
to  be  furnished  have  been  so  oonstantlj  called  updn  for  near  two 
Years  that  they  seem  weary  ft  averse  to  the  Service  we  fear  it  will  be 
t  utterly  impraoticmble  to  draw  out  any  Number  of  them  within  the 
Time  required  &  tbo'  it  is  painful  to  us  to  acknowledge  it  we  think 
better  to  do  so  than  to  give  Expectations  which  we  have  so  much 
Reason  to  fear  will  fail.   These  are  the  principal  Difficulties  but  there 
are  others  an  of  Inferior  Nature  which  Time  only  can  remedy  The 
Militia  is  composed  altogether  of  those  who  are  attached  to  the  present 
Government — they  see  all  the  Appointments  of  Commissaries  Q* 
Master  &  other  Officers  of  Continental  Establishment  bestowed  almoet 
without  Exception  on  Persons  opposed  to  the  Oovemment— Many  of 
these  are  profitable,  all  give  an  Influence  of  which  they  are  never  like 
to  partake,  on  the  other  Hand  it  is  employed  to  support  opposite 
Measures.     Former  k  late  appointments  have  ran  in  the  same 
Channel,  so  that  the  Body  of  Whigs  in  the  State  have  in  a  great 
Degree  lost  that  Ardour  and  Zeal  which  gives  Life  &  Spirit  to  Service. 
We  wish  it  was  otherwise  &  that  as  a  common  &  indispensiblo  Duty 
all  Ranks  would  concur  however  smaller  Circumstances  might  run 
counter,  but  it  is  to  be  feared  there  is  tot)  much  of  human  Nature  in 
it,  to  be  easily  reetified.     We  have  long  seen  &  lamented  the  Pro- 
gress of  this  Evil  the  Effects  of  which  are  every  Day  more  visible 
throughout  the  State. 

The  imprudent  Behaviour  of  some  Officers  stationed  in  the  Country 
also  contributes  to  increase  the  Mischief.  The  Inhabitants  of 
Lancaster  County  actually  embodied  themselves  ag^  Pulaski's  Corpa 
and  Colonel  White's  Conduct  at  Lancaster  has  not  lessened  the 
Disquiet.  He  without  any  Provocation  or  as  appears  since  a  mis- 
taken one  the  other  Day  beat  the  Att^  Gen^  with  Circumstances  of 
great  Indignity  —  this  the  3d  Time  that  Officer  of  the  Gov*  has 
been  so  treated  by  Continental  Officers.^ 

We  had  yesterday  a  Return  shewn  us  of  the  Forage  drawn  at  that 
Post  by  iiis  Reg*  by  which  it  appears  that  in  the  Time  they  have 
been  there  they  have  drawn  7050  Bushels  of  Grain  &  230  Tons  of 
Hay — ^^No  State  or  County  can  support  such  Expenoe.— These  cir- 
cumstances have  a  very  unhappy  Effect  &  the  Continuance  of  Staff 
Officers  whose  Mismanagement  is  so  notorious  disoourages  the 
People  in  their  Exertions  for  real  and  actual  service^— We  forward 
your  Exeellr  Letters  lately  received  from  the  Lieu^  of  Lancaster 
&  York  Counties,  and  as  we  find  that  from  the  Difficulty  of  procuring. 
Militia  &  the  Period  of  their  Service  we  cannot  draw  that  effectual 
Support  from  them  that  we  wish  we  have  endeavoured  to  supply  it,  in 
the  following  Manner  which  we  believe  you  may  depend  upon.  We 
are  forwarding  the  5  Companies  of  Rangers  which  will  make  380  men. 
Westmorland  has  raised  2  additional  Companies  under  the  Encour- 
agement of  Gen^  M'Intosh  &  has  offered  to  raise  another— North- 

♦  See  Vol.  VL,  p.  286. 
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tunberland  has  also  raised  3  CompaflKs  these  will  make  265  Men  & 
tho'  they  have  been  raised  bjr  a  kind  private  subscription  we  have 
encouraged  &  adopted  them  these  will  make  in  the  whole  746  Men 
none  of  less  Terra  of  service  than  6  months.  In  addition  to  these  if 
the  command*  Officer  of  the  Expedition  when  he  gets  into  the 
County  finds  it  expedient  &  practicable  Orders  will  be  lodged  with  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  County  to  comply  with  any  Requisition  he  may 
make  of  Militia  for  the  Purpose  men'  in  your  Excel I's  Letter  &  we 
hope  in  such  G»ae  it  would  be  effectual  as  the  Season  being  past  for 

?atting  in  their  Spring  Grain  they  will  have  more  Leisure  ft 
Dclination. 
liast  Tear  the  Counties  of  Lnnoaster,  York,  Cumberland, 
Berks  &  Northampton  furnished  1200  men  for  the  Frontier  on  this 
side  the  Mountains  Westmoreland  sent  every  Man  that  they  could 
spare  to  Fort  Pitt — ^The  unevacuated  Part  of  Northumberland  kept 
all  their  Militia  under  Arms  with  Col.  Hartley  the  whole  Season- 
Besides  this  Lancaster  has  kept  140  Men  since  last  Fall  &  now  has 
the  same  Number  guarding  Continental  Stores  at  Lancaster  &  Leba- 
non.— Two  hundred  were  also  kept  on  Duty  the  whole  of  tho 
summer  &  Fall  in  and  about  this  City  for  the  like  Purpose. — We 
took  our  Share  of  guards  the  Convention  Troops  And  since  Proctor's 
Reg*  has  been  ordered  to  march  wo  have  garrisoned  the  Forts  on  the 
River.  When  all  these  Circumstances  are  considered  we  hope  we 
shall  not  be  esteemed  so  deficient  in  public  Duty  as  may  appear  at 
first  Sight  Maryland  has  declined  even  furnishing  a  Company  of 
Militia  to  relieve  Rawlin's  Reg* — &  Congress  has  directed  a  special 
Reg*  to  be  raised  in  Virginia  for  guarding  the  Convention  Prisoners. 
Should  any  Emergency  make  it  expedient  to  call  a  Reinforcement 
of  Militia  to  the  Grand  Army  for  any  special  Purpose  we  think  we 
could  promise  your  Exccll'y  a  Body  of  Men  from  the  City  &  adjacent 
Counties,  they  not  having  been  called  to  any  other  Duty  for  some 
Time  than  we  have  mentioned  above  &  we  flatter  ourselves  that  in 
this  Case  many  Gentlemen  of  Note  would  set  a  laudable  Example. 

Upon  the  whole  we  beg  Leave  to  assure  your  Ezoeiry  of  our  very 
sincere  Regard  &  most  respectful  Attachment  &  that  we  shall  on  all 
Occasions  most  chearfully  co-operate  in  any  Measure  you  shall 
recommend  to  us — being  fully  convinced  that  in  all  your  Views  & 
Actions  a  disinterested  Love  to  your  Country  &  Regard  to  its  Safety 
and  Happiness  are  the  ruling  Principles  of  your  Conduct.  With 
these  Sentiments  and  most  unfeigned  Wishes  for  your  Health 
Success  &  Happiness; 

We  remain  your  Excell* 

most  Obed*  &  very 

H'bble  Scrv* 
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Capt.  Mattdbw  MdlKNUY  TO  Camatn  Charles  Wilson 

Pbale,  1779. 

Allentownshipy  Northampton  County,  Maj  lOth,  1779, 

Sir, 

The  iDhabitants  of  ChestDuthill^  ToaraensiDg  aod  Penn  Towo- 
aliips,  haviDg  been  alarmed  by  the  frequoDt  Murders  committed  on 
the  Frontiers  of  this  State,  &  in  the  latter  end  of  last  Month,  by 
the  inhuman  Massacre  of  four  of  the  Continental  Soldiers,  with 
their  officers*  on  their  Way  to  Wioming,  made  application  to  the 
Constitutional  Society  of   the  Fourth  Battalion  of  Northampton 
County,  for  Advice  or  Instruction  how  to  proceed  under  their  dis- 
tressed &  Alarmed  situation:    and  were  by  us  recommended  to 
Petition  the  honourable  the  President  &  Council  of  this  State  for 
such  Aid  as  might. in  the  least  expensive  manner  answer  the  valua^ 
ble  Purpose  of  Quieting  their  Minds,  guarding  or  alarming  the^ 
Frontier,  (if  occasion  required)  bo  that  the  Inhabitants  might  follow 
their  different  occupations  without  Interruption  or  a  perpetual  ap- 
prehension  of  Danger.*      They,   in   consequence  of  our  advice, 
formed  the  Peti^tion  which  we  transmit  to  you,  and  at  the  same  time 
sent  a  Line  with  it,  requesting  us  to  recommend  it  to  our  Brethern 
ef   Philadelphia,  that  by  their  Interposition  with   Council   their 
Prayer  might  be  heard.     We  have  ei^amined  their  Petition,  &  for 
the  truth  of  their  situation  as  a  Frontier,  therein  represented,  refer 
you  to  Majo^Alex''  Boyd,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  Geogra- 
phies of  th(>8o  Parts.     We  sincerely  wish  that  the  Honourable  the 
President  &  Council  would  consider  their  situation  as  a  dangerous 
one,  and  so  far  coin  ply  with  the  contents  of  their  Petition  as  that, 
by  their  having  Guards  in  whom  they  can  confide,  they  may  enjoy 
their  Dwellings  without  apprehension  of  Danger. 

I  am  with  sinoerity, 

yours,  Ac, 

MATTHEW  M'HENKT. 

Mr.  Andrew  Boyd,  who  is  the  Boarer,  has  been  an  Officer  in  the 
Continental  Army,  was  taken  Prisoner  at  Fort  Washington ;  has 
constantly  attended  our  Meetings,  &  always  behaved  as  a  Constitu* 
tionalist,  is  by  ns  reeommended  to  your  Society  as  a  Person  well 
affected  to  the  American  Interest. 

Directed, 
To  Captain  Charles  Wilson  Peale,  in  Philadelphia. 

*  See  page  800. 
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P&KsiDXira  Bxm  TO  Board  ov  Wab,  1779t 

IaC«i1imU. 

PbilMlelpMa,  Hay  lOA,  17t9. 

•OMlt.| 

The  Advices  received  from  New  York  of  the  actual  sailiiig  of 
tbe  Fleet,  with  a  Bodv  of  Troops,  ihxf  most  probably  for  ffae  West 
Indies,  or  some  other  rart  of  Amerioa,  indooe  us  to  wish  the  March 
of  Gol.  Proctor's  Heg'  m\^%,  if  practicable,  be  deferred  for  a  few 
Days.  Tho'  the  Enemy  may  not  have  this  River  &  City  in  Contem- 
plation as  the  Object  of  a  real  Attack,  we  think  it  highly  probable 
tb*t  they  may  shew  themselves  by  Way  ot  Feint  or  Division, 
which  woald  throw  the  City  into  Consternation.  In  this  sitnatioii 
it  would  greatly  contribute  to  ease  the  Minds  of  the  Inhabitants  if, 
instead  of  depending  intirely  on  the  Militia^  this  Body  of  Artillery 
could  be  at  Hand  to  throw  into  the  Forts,  in  ease  of  any  hostile 
Appearances,  &  we  hope  it  will  not  be  detrimental  to  the  proposed 
Expedition. 

We  some  Time  ago  transmitted  you  a  Resolve  of  Congress,  & 
requested  to  know  whether  this  State  is  to  be  considered  as  a  sepa- 
rate Department,  within  the  Heasures  of  that  ResolVe.^  We  also 
wish  to  know  whether  Gen.  Arnold  has  resumed  Military  Command 
in  this  £^te,  as  Papeit  have  been  produced  to  us,  signed  by  him, 
since  your  Hon'ble  Board  gave  us  formal  Notice  that  ha  bad  ^ 
signed  Command  in  this  State.  Your  answer  to  both  is  desired  as 
Boon  iSI  convenient.  '  ^ 

1  am  Gent",  ^ 

very  respectfully, 

yowr  obed't  hu'ble  ser/t 

Directed f 

To  the  Honorable  BoM  of  War: 


GOLONBL  BkN^^  FliO^dB  iO  OOTTHCIL^    1779. 

I 

PhUadelphia,  10th  May,  1779— Evening. 

Sir, 

I  am  just  Honor'd  with  the  Request  of  Council,  concerning  tbe 
want  of  Amunition  for  two  twe&ty-four  pounders,  and  one  thirty- 
two  pounder  Cannons,  at  Mud  Island,  and  have  to  inform  you  that 
I  understood  there  was  a  sufficient  quantity  sent,  soon  after  the 
Cannons,  agreeable  to  a  Return  made  for  them  by  Colonel  Proctor ; 

*  8ee  page  266,  889. 
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but  will  inquire  of  the  Gommissary  in  the  morning,  and  if  not, 
will  lay  die  Bequest  before  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War  &•  Ordnance 
for  their  approbation,  and  Request  that  in  all  future  applications  for 
Military  Stores  of  any  species,  the  Hon'ble  Council  will  please  to 
let  their  demand  oome  through  the  Chanel  of  that  Board,  as  I  am 
not  authorized  to  issue  any  stores  but  by  their  Orders,  wliilst  the^ 
are  on  the  spot 

I  am  with  due  respect, 

the  Council  and  your 

obed'  ^er/^f 

BENJAMIN  FLOWER, 
Col.  A'y,  &  A.  Com'y  Ooa'I  of  Mil'y  Stores. 

Dtreetedf 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esqr.,  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  Ezecutl?e 
CounciL    Present 


ROBB&X   MORSIS  TO  COUKGIL,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  May  10th,  1770. 

Hon'ble  Gent», 

One  hundred  muskets  are  arrived  from  Cape  Francois,  {"  whereof 
for  this  State,  &  one  third  for  Maryland ;  be  pleased  to  give  orders 
to  the  proper  officer  to  receive  sixty-seven  of  them,  &  1  will  cause 
the  same  to  be  delivered  to  him.  The  freight  is  due  to  Messrs. 
G^.  Meade  &  Co.,  which  I  will  pay  &  render  you  an  account  thereof. 

With  great  respect  I  am. 

Your  most  obed*  servS 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 

Directed. 

To  his  EzcoIIenoy  Jos^h  Reed,  Ssqr.,  President  of  the  Hon'ble 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  771. 
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Col.  Liwis  NiooIiA  to  Pbxs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Two  of  fiyo  German  deserterS;  that  left  York  Island  the  first  of 
this  month,  have  just  now  been  with  me — say  there  are : 

In  York  Island,  6  Hessian  &  5  English  Keg^« 

In  York,  3  Bat.  British  Grenadiers^ 

5  English  &  8  German  regiments  embarked  two  days  before  they 
deserted — ^supposed  to  be  for  Georgia,  the  transports  lay  off  the  city. 

Col.  Emerick's  eorps  of  light  horse  at  Kingsbridge,  the  rest  of 
iha  oa?alry  on  Staten  Island. 

Bnppose  their  regiment,  Losbergs,  abont  500  strong,  the  German 
regiments  mnch  stronger  than  the  English. 
.    Know  nothing  of  the  English  Navy  at  New  York.    This  is  all 
ihe  inforiHi^n  1  oould  oolieot  firom  them*  h  ' 

1  am  with  respect, 

yoor  Excellencies  most 

hi^mbte  ^  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

May  10th,  1779. 

Diredtedf 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State. 


Board  of  War  to  Pass.  Bisd,  1779. 

War  Office,  May  10th,  1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  honoured  with  yours  of  this  DBy.  The  Mareh 
of  Proctor's  Regiment  is  Part  of  a  general  Arrangement,  &  the 
Officer  commanding  the  Expedition  is  to  inform  when  they  are  t« 
move.  We  every  Day  expect  this  Information.  Bnt  if  it  will  not 
materially  interfere  with  the  Plan  of  the  Expedition,  we  shall  be 
happy  to  comply  with  the  Honourable  Connoirs  Request,  &  detain 
the  Regiment  for  a  short  time. 

In  Answer  to  the  Letter  of  the  24  April,*  we  had  the  Honour 
to  receive,  enclosing  Copy  of  a  Resolution  of  Cocgress,  on  the 
Subject  of  Persons  going  within  the  Enemy's  Lines,  we  can  only 
say  that  we  never  considered  this  City  or  State  ''  as  a  separate  De- 
''  partment  from  the  Commander  in  Chief"  If  there  were  any 
particular  Circumstances  attending  the  taking  Possession  of  the 
City,  no  Doubt  they  will  be  explained  by  the  Act  of  Congress, 

*  See  pages  266,  839,  886. 
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passed  on  the  Subject  a  short  iimel>efor6  the  Enemy's  Departure. 
All  our  Militafy  Tratmotions  (not  neeessary  to  proceed  immediately 
from  the  Board)  which  concern  this  Post  pass  thro'  General  Hogan. 
We  have  not  been  informed  of  General  Arnold's  resuming  the  Goift- 
mand  since  his  Letter  of  the  19th  Maroh^  Copy  whereof|  for  the 
Information  of  Council|  was  by  an  order  transmitted. 

We  are  Sir^ 

very  respectfully^ 

your  obed.  E'ble  Sei*vant| 

BICHABD  PETERS. 

ByordeTi 

Directed^ 

On  public  sertice.  To  bis  BtoeUency  Joseph  Reed^  Esqr., 
President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Oouaoil  of  Pearaylvuiik 
(War  Office.) 


Si    m 


M.  Gbnl.  John  Sullivan  to  Pbbs.  Rkedj  i7Yd. 

Head  Quarters^  Eastoui 

May  11, 1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  find  that  a  law  of  your  State  will  tnit^h  ttnpede  The  Intended 
Expedition,  unless  your  Excellency  will  procure  an  order  from  the 
Exectitiye  Councill  Impowering  the  Quarter  Masters  to  Impress  in 
this  County  such  Waggons,  horses,  &c.,  as  may  be  found  neoesntry 
he  fbrwaroing  the  Stores,  &o.,  over  to  Susqcwhanmih. 

You  wiU  &Mily  Disoorer  the  necessity  ef  this  Meamire,  to  1  deubt 
W)t  of  your  readinesi  to  Comply  with  the  Request 

I  must  Intreat  yo«r  attentioD  to  forward  the  Troops  which  GenL 
WAsUngton  Requested  from  your  State  lor  the  Expedition. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  Much  Esteem, 

Y^  Excellency's  most  obed^  Serv*, 

JOHN  SULLIVAN. 

(On  Publick  Serviee.) 

Xo  His  Exeellencey  Governor  Read,  Philadelphia. 

M.  Genl.  Sullivan. 
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Council  to  Magistrates  of  Baltimoeb,  1779. 

Counoil  Chambor, 

Phikdelphia^  May  11,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  having  fitted  out  a  Ship  intended  to 
crnize  on  the  coast  for  the  protection  of  trade,  finding  some  difficulty 
in  manning  her,  layed  an  embargo  on  all  shipping  for  fifteen  days, 
in  expectation  that  it  would  be  practicable  within  the  time  to  «nlist 
her  compliment  of  men.  Her  sailing  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
a  mutual  benefit  to  the  trade  of  this  and  of  your  State.  But  Cap- 
tain Robert  French  of  Baltimore  has  been  in  this  City,  and  it  appears 
by  the  enclosed  deposition  has  inveighled  away  several  men  actually 
in  the  State  Service,  as  well  as  a  considerable  number  of  seamen  on 
whom  the  State  depended  to  man  their  Ship,  altho'  he  gave  his 
word  of  honour  that  he  would  not  take  any  of  them  out  of  the  State^ 
and  also  became  bound  with  surety  for  performance  of  his  engage- 
ment. 

The  Bearer  hereof,  Captain  Martin,  in  the  State  Service,  is  sent 
to  your  town,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  recover  the  Seamen  belonging 
to  the  State,  and  the  Council  request  you  will  give  him  your  assist- 
ance therein,  as  the  authority  of  this  State  wiil|  on  all  ocoasionSi 
readily  do  by  the  officers  of  your  State. 

With  due  leapeoty  I  am,  Gen^ 

Your  humble  Serv*, 

J.  R.,  Pros*. 

To  The  Magistrates  of  the  town  of  Baltimore  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land.* 


Pbbs.  Bbed  to  Hbnr7  Fishbb,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Phihulelphia,  May  Uth,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  just  received  Advice  that  on  the  7th  Inst.,  a  Fleet  sailed 
from  New  York  with  a  Number  of  Troops  on  board,  its  Destination 
uncertein ;  supposed  by  some  to  the  West  Indi&  or  Georgia,  &  by 
others  to  Baltimore  or  some  Port  in  the  middle  States.  We  think 
it  incumbent  on  us  to  keep  a  proper  Lookout,  for  tho'  this  City  may 
not  be  the  Object  of  their  Attack,  it  is  probable  they  may  show 

♦  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol  XI.,  p.  771. 
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themselyes  at  the  Gapes,  witb  a  View  to  alarm  &  haraas  na.  I  haye 
therefore  directed  Gapt.  Roach  to  go  down  to  yoa  to  request  joa 
will  with  your  usual  Alaority  &  TMligenoe  give  us  all  the  needful 
AssistancCi  &  if  they  should  make  their  Appearanoe,  send  the  earliest 
Intelligenoe  by  an  Express^  directing  him  to  keep  it  an  entire  Seoret 
on  the  Road  &  here,  that  the  Authority  of  the  State  having  the  first 
Information  proper  Measures  may  be  taken  to  prevent  that  Gonster« 
nation  &  Confusion  which  is  apt  to  take  Place  in  large  Cities  upon 
the  expected  Approach  of  an  Enemy.  If  it  is  convenient  we  would 
wish  you  to  accompany  Oapt.  Roach  to  Gape  May,  ft  there  fix  Mat- 
ters in  such  a  Manner  that  an  Express  may  come  from  thence  under 
the  same  Restrictions,  if  the  first  Appearance  should  be  on  that 
Shore.  Besides  all  neoessary  Expenoes,  we  shall  give  the  Messen- 
gers, if  they  should  come  ft  do  their  Duty  a  hand^me  Qiatnity^  ft 
ahall  pay  a  proper  Attention  to  your  Services. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  very  Hb'ble.  Ser,, 

J.  B. 

JHreetedf 

To  Henry  Fiaher,  Esq.,  at  Lewis  Town. 


GoL.  Habilby  to  Pbb0.  £bbj>i  1779. 

York  Town,  May  the  llth,  1779. 
Hon'  Sir, 

The  Commissary  in  this  County  has  exerted  himself  very  much 
in  procuring  Provirions  for  the  Troops  on  the  Susquehanna.  The 
Expedition  on  those  waters  must  greatly  depend  upon  the  Silpplies 
from  hence,  but  unfortunately,  no  Waggons  can  be  provided  in  the 
ordinary  Course  to  transport  the  Flour  to  Harris's  Ferry,  where  the 
Boats  are  to  receive  the  same. 

The  unhappy  Situation  of  the  Frontiers  requires  every  Exertion. 
The  River  is  getting  low-^-Colonel  Oreen  will  write — ^I  hope  the 
Counoil  will  please  to  give  Directions  that  waggons  be  immediately 
impressed  for  transporting  the  ^Flour  to  Kelsoes,  near  Hands  s 
Ferry— tho  Distance  ia  not  thirty  miles  from  York. 
I  am,  with  great  Respect 
Your  most  obed^ 

humble  Serv* 

THOS.  HARTLEY. 

His  Exeellenoy,  Joseph  Reed;  Esq'^  Presid'  of  the  Executive 
Council  irf  Penna*. 
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MSMOB(AJi  QF  THE  7IB8T  COMPANY  OS    PhILAPBLFHIA 

MxuTiA  Aetjllb&t,  lT7d. 

To  His  Bzoellettoy  Josepli  Beed,  Esg%  President,  and  tbe  Hon- 
orable Supreme  Bxecutiye  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  and  Petition  of  the  first  Company  of  Philadelphiii 
Militia  Artillery,  Commanded  by  Colo.  Jehu  £yre^  and  now  stationed 
at  Fort  Mifflin. 

Hvmbly  Shewetb, 

That  your  Petitioners  and  MemorialistSi  again  calFd  ont  in 
defence  of  this  Btate^.being  oyer  willing  to  exert  ourselves  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  and  this  in  partioalar,  and  to  support  as  much 
as  in  us  lies,  the  Virtuous  Caose  of  Freedom  and  Independency,  have 
once  more  chearfVitly  stepped  forth  In  obedience  to  the  Laws  of  our 
Country,  to  act  in  a  Military  Capacity. 

Nevertheless,  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Ezoelleney 
and  this  Honorable  Board,  the  Ciroumstances  and  Orievanoes  attend- 
ing ourselves  and  many  of  our  worthy  fellow  Countreymen,  who 
having  uniformly  conducted  themselves  hithertO|  are  with  US|  Still 
determined  to  exert  their  utmost  Efforts. 

In  the  Month  of  July,  1776,  We  were  first  call'd  forth  to  Amboy, 
Elisabethtown,  &e.,  to  endeavor  to  repel  the  force  of  a  formidable 
British  and  Hessian  Army  then  landed,  or  landing,  on  Staten  Island. 
We  chearfnUy  attended  the  call,  and  associated  to  stem  the  Current 
of  their  violent  Determinations  to  destroy  and  ravage  this  Country : 
lit  the  same  time  leaving  our  families  at  every  risque  of  distress  and 
hardships,  and  at  the  mercy  of  the  disaffeoted,  Inimioal,  or  self  Interr 
ested  'f  and,  we  might  presume  to  say,  the  most  Obnoxious  part  of 
the  Community.  Upon  the  return  of  moat  of  uSi  (for  some  died| 
were  jsiiled  by  accident,  or  taken  priaoners)  Wa  found  ev^ry  neoes* 
sary  and  convenience  of  life  greatly  enbanoed  in  price,  and  ouraelves 
Calnminated  and  despised;  as  having  juatly  merited  our  km  of 
Business,  &C.9  by  being  too  forward  in  takeing  an  Active  part,  and 
bearing  Arin9«  But  it  was  at  that  time  borne  witl^  patienoOi  in 
expectation  of  redress. 

In  the  month  of  Peeember  foUowingi  when  the  British  Army 
were  attempting  by  crossing  the  Jersey  State  to  take  possession  of 
this  City)  we  were  exhorted  on  the  Commons  (by  a  General  at  that 
time  much  in  esteem)  to  turn  out  again  and  support  the  Army  of  his 
Excellency,  General  Washington,  with  the  most  Solemn  assurance 
that  those  who  tum'd  out  might  expect  to  receive  satisfaction  ft 
redress  in  the  premises,  and  Delinquents  proportionally  pay  for  their 
refusal.  We,  with  a  number  of  virtuous  Cidiens  and  Countrymen^ 
rushed  forth|  notwithstanding  the  Inclemency  of  theSeasoBi  and  ihi 
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Senioea  then  performed,  thro'  the  AaaisUBee  of  Dlviiie  Pfovidenoe, 
and  the  abilities  of  oar  Sxoellent  Commander  in  Chief  in  the  Defeat 
of  the  British  and  Hessian  forces  at  Trenton  and  Princeton,  are  too 
recent  to  be  recapitulated,  and  will  remain  a  lasting  Memorial  of 
Virtuei  ProdencCy  and  Success. 

After  a  Series  of  Hardships  unusual  to  Citizens  in  private  life,  and 
not  common  to  Soldiers  in  the  Field,  we  retnm'd,  and  found  thoae 
persons  we  left  behind  had  asain  taken*  Advantage  of  our  Abeenoe, 
and  enormously  advanced  the  prices  on  every  thing;  this  waa 
encreasiog  the  distress  of  the  Associatofs,  who  were  treated  at  the 
same  time  with  Indignity  and  Contempt.  We  had  Arms  in  our 
hands,  and  knew  the  use  of  them;  but  instead  of  avenging  ourselves, 
or  retaliating  on  our  Innate  and  Worse  of  Enemies,  we  patiently 
waited  the  Interference  of  the  Legislative  Anthori^.  We  were 
amused  by  the  promises  of  Fines,  Penalties,  &c.,  on  the  Delinquenifl 
and  that  Uie  Virtuous,  Yoluntaiy  Militia  would  be  put  on  a  respec- 
table Footing ;  but  we  cannot  help  observing,  that  the  Militia  an 
Viewed  in  the  most  disrespectful  light,  and  fbw  of  the  Fines  then 
mentioned,  or  afterwards  enacted,  but  what  were  artfully  evaded  so 
as  not  to  comply  with  th^  trde  End  and  Intention  of  such  Imposition. 

The  Spring,  and  part  of  the  Summer  in  the  year  1777,  paas'd 
without  any  Material  Circumstances  respecting  the  Militia,  except 
the  Law  in  that  Clause  provided  whereby  it  was  enacted,  that  Sun- 
stitutes  might  be  allow'd  in  Case  the  rightful  Persons  did  not  appear. 
By  this  Liw,  the  Designing  or  disaffected  Secured  themselves  by 
hiring  Substitutes,  many  of  whom  were  not  worthy  of  the  Charge  as 
not  being  Citizens;  others  deserted,  whilst  their  Employers,  by 
staying  behind,  were  reaping  advantage  at  our  Expence,  and  amassing 
Fortunes. 

Tour  Petitioners,  apart  of  the  Sufferers,  (and  some  of  them  among 
the  foremost)  were,  in  Sept'  and  part  of  October,  in  the  year  1777, 
in  public  Service  as  Militia,  station'd  at  Billingsport,  whue  many  of 
our  wives  and  families  were  in  this  City,  then  in  possession  of  the 
Enemy.  Several  have  lost  their  All ;  and  when  we  returned  (as  we 
thought)  happily  to  the  City  last  year.  Shortly  every  Article  of  life 
or  Convenience  was  rais'd  upon  us.  Eight,  ten,  or  twelve  fold  at 
least ;  and  many  of  us  are  at  a  loss  to  this  day  wbat  Course  or  Sta- 
tion of  Life  to  adopt  to  Support  ourselves  and  Families. 

The  Honorable  House  of  Assembly  during  their  last  session,  have 
been  pleas'd  to  Enact  a  Supplement  to  the  MHitia  Law  impowering 
heavy  Fines  upon  Delinquents  not  forming  in  Militia,  or,  when  call'd 
out  on  service,  which  we  are  Convinced  was  expected  to  answer  the 
purpose  Intended  ;  but  when  we  consider  that  Men  in  these  Exorb- 
itant Times  can  acquire  more  by  Monopolizeing,  or  by  an  under 
Trade,  in  one  Day,  than  will  defray  all  their  Ezpences  of  Fines  or 
Penalties  in  a  whole  year.  We  humbly  presume  the  Midline  and 
poor  will  still  bear  the  Burden,  and  either  be  totally- ruin'd  by  heavy 
Fines,  or  Risque  the  starving  of  their  Families,  whilst  themselves 

17* 


804 


-PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVES  1779. 


'are  fighting  the  Battles  of  those  who  are  Avancioasly  intent  on 
Amassing  Wealth  by  Ihe  Destruotion  of  the  more  virtaoua  part  of 
the  Commanity. 

These  weighty  Oiroumstanoes  being  dniy  oonsidered,  Yonr  Peti- 
tioners most  humbly  pray  your  Excellenoy  and  this  Honorable  Board 
to  state  the  Facts,  and  use  year  Interest  with  the  Honorable  House 
of  Assembly  at  their  next  Session  ;  eitheir  to  enact  a  Law  whereby 
every  Delinquent,  not  turfaing  out  in  Militia  when  Legally  call'd 
forth,  may  be  fined  in  proportion  to  his  Estate  }  or,  otherwise,  take 
of  all  the  Fines  and  Penalties,  and  leaVe  it  to  the  Militia  who  obey 
the  Call  to  Compell  every  able  Bodied  Man  to  join  them  in  some 
fitation,  lest  when  the  Militia  are  call'd  forth,  by  leaving  such  num- 
bers of  Disaffected  in  their  Rear,  they,  by  pursuing  their  usual 
MethOG(g,  render  our  Situation  worse  than  making  as  prisoners  of 
War. 

And  your  Petitioners  and  Memorialists,  as  in  Duty  Boundj  will 
Ever  Pray. 

Signed  at  Fort  Mifflin,  May  12»,  1779.^ 

John  McGinly,  Cpt.  of  Artilaryi 
William  Thome,  L*  Cap», 
William  Robinson,  first  L*, 
Samuel  Powell,  2d  Lieat.| 
John  Dean,  Cap*  Engineer, 
Samuel  Johnson,  Q'  M'  Seij*, 
John  Bobbins,  !•*   Scrj*, 
Tho»  Mitchell,  2*  Seij*, 
William  Clayton,  8*  Serj*. 

Joseph  Carmalt,  ^ 

John  Hughs,  I 

Conrad  Ort,  -  »" 

John  Oreble  J 

,  Drum, 
John  Waldrick,  Fife, 


Corporals, 


Joseph  Fry,  Conductor, 
Christian  Fiss, 
Henry  Bartleson, 
Edward  Riffets, 
Samuel  Stern, 
George  Hess, 
John  Barras, 
John  Hoefflein,       n 
Jacob  Klintuc,  (?) 
Jacob  Baldwin, 
John  Knight,  Jun', 
Peter  G  rub, 
Jacob  ^innards, 
Joseph  Govett,  Clerk, 


Bombadiers, 


Gunners, 


<LSee  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  7  g* 
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Mairofls'g. 


Gkarlet  Kri^^ 
John  Cooky 
Jacob  Stale, 

William  Cemp  I 

his  ^ 

Dedrick  >^  MonsagB, 

Mark. 
Jonathan  Smith, 
Jacob  Sanderi 

his 
Jacob  >^  Cresman, 

Mark.  , 

John  Doogan, 
Oeorge  M^'AlleDy 
Thomas  Morris, 
Payid  Diokinsoni 

his 
Griffith  ><j  Griffiths, 

Mark. 
Archibald  Stewart, 
Conrad  Piggeon, 
Andrew  Walker, 
George  Tell, 
Joeiah  Ooboon, 
Banm  Lee,  (?) 
Alex'  Boyd, 
Morres  Worrel, 
Thomas  Griffith; 
Gkorge  Felker. 

ludanement. 

1779,  reo'd  May  20*^.     Petition  of  the  first  Oompr  of  Militia* 
Artillery  now  at  Mad  Island,  Philadelphia  County. 


Jon'a.  D.  Sbbqbant  to  V.  P.  Bbtan,  1779. 

Beading,  12  Maj,  1779. 
Bear  Sir, 

I  have  not  yet  seen  the  newspaper  of  last  Wedc  containing  the 
piece  signed  Juror.  Hope  that  mine  from  Lancaster  has  xeaehed 
You. 

I  don't  know  how  you  can  get  a  copy  of  the  indictment  ag^  Franks. 
Mr.  Burd  has  it  not  here,  nor  I  have  no  Copy.  Among  my  Papers 
possibly  Tou  may  find  the  original  Draught.  In  one  of  the  lower 
l^idgeon  holes  of  my  Paper  Case  are  a  Bundle  of  Papers  relative  to 
Franks'  Case,  ft  among  them  two  Copies  of  Indiotm^j  one  of  that 

*  SeeCoL  Beo.»  YcL  XI.,  p.  77d. 
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for  Treason,  which  was  retomed  ][gnoram«S|  &  Anther  of  that  for 
Hfsdemeanor. 

We  have  convicted  another  Robber  here — a  most  wicked  Villain ; 
One  Brown,  who  was  .lately  acquitted  of  a  Batglarj,  in  Pbilad*,  &  is 
DOW  in  Jail  for  his  Fine  &  Fees,  appears,  most  probably,  to  have 
been  one  of  his  accomplices  here.  The  name  &  other  Giroumstances 
agree.  I  wish  the  sheriflF  might  be  cautioned  to  take  Care  of  that 
Fellow.  The  C.  J.  promised  to  write,  but  he  omila  it  as  yet,  &  I 
wish  the  whole  Group  of  these  Fellows  to  have  Justice  done  them. 

When  I  wrote  you  last  I  was  excessively  tired  with  my  Ride  from 
Lancaster;  but  really  it  is  not  in  my.  power  to  furniah  many 
remarks  in  the  Case  of  Franks.  You  will  see  in  4  BJackst.  under 
the  Head  of  Misprision,  I  think,  that  a  man  guilty  of  High  Treason 
may  be  prosecuted  for  a  Misdemeanor,  as  waa  done  in  the  Earl  of 
Rutland's  Case.  And  Coke  says  that  there  b  nothing  declared 
Treason  by  the  stat.  25  Edw.  3%  which  waa  not  Treaaon  before  at 
Common  Law.  This  point  of  Law  was  stirred  on  the  Trial  of 
Franks,  &  ruled  in  my  Favour  by  the  Court.  This  ofienoe  seems 
to  be  clearly  within  the  Clause  of  Misprision  of  l^reason,  as  well  aa 
that  of  High  Treason,  and  our  Misprisions  acn  something  more  than 
a  mere  Misdemeanor.  They  are  more  likft  a  Pnsnuinire.  And 
Ross's  Rule  on  the  Trial  that  the  greater  offisnoe  oonoq^riies  in  it 
the  lesser  I  think  is  a  just  one.  By  lowering  the  charge  a^  Franks 
so  much  we  thought  to  have  had  him  more  seeorely ;  and  this  was 
the  Reason  of  the  Gt.  Jury's  returning  the  BUI  for  Treascm  Ignora- 
mus.   Shew  this  to  MatUck. 

Your  most  hble  ServS 

JONA.  D.  8fiB&£ANT. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Atlee  desires  yon  may  keep  in  miiul  his  Bafliness. 
Directed, 
.  Hoiu  (jtoorge  Srjao  Esq',  Y.  preside  Philadelphia. 


Pbesidbkt  of  Cokgeess  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

Fbiladelphia,  12tk  May,  1779. 

BlTj 

1  have  the  Homer  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency,  herewith 
enclosed,  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  7^  Inst.,  for  faOiHta- 
ting  the  Settlement  of  the  late  Oomndssary  General  Trambuirs 
ft  other  public  accoonis.* 

And.aqi  with  great  Respect, 
Your  ExcelleDoy's 

most  obed*  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY,  Preside 
xHtecfetif 
To  His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

*  See  GoL  Ree.  YoL  XL,  p.  77& 
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Bjum.  McCLBNACHAir  TO  Council,  1779, 

Account  Sundries  wanted  for  Ship  Q-enL  Qro^ 

800  round  afaot  for  the  four  pounders. 
600  Douhle  head    Do.  Do. 

200  Round  shot  for  three  pounders. 
100  Double  Head  Do. 

50  Round  Shot  fbr  Six  pounders. 
bO  Double  Head  Do.  for  Do. 
5  Sheets  of  Oopper. 
800  ^  Sheet  I^d. 
2  Drums  ft  2  Fifes. 

CkntlemeUi 

Please  furnish  the  above  article^  for  the  ship  Oenl.  Ore^n,  ^|i  they 
cannot  be  procured  in  anj  of  the  state  stores. 

J^  oblidge  Qeatlem", 

jenr  most  obed*  Setv^ 

BLAIR  MoCLENAOHAN. 

Mem»  by  J.  R^ 

Ord'  That  M'  Stiles  m^Ve  immediate  Inquiry  whether  the  above 
Articles,  or  any  of  them,  can  bo  had  from  the  Continental  Commis- 
sary of  Military  Stores,  ft  if  so  to  apply  to  the  Hon*  Board  of  War 
for  an  Order,  it  beiug  to  replace  Artioles  of  the  same  Kind  lent  to 
the  Continent  to  go  to  S.  Carolina  2  months  since.* 

JHrpctedf 
To  the  Honourable  The  BxeeutiTe  Coundl;  Frei^. 


Board  gb  Wae  to  Pmbs*  R^sd,  1779. 

War  OCee,  May  18ih^  1779. 
Sir, 

When  a  detachment  of  CoP  Proctor's  Reg*  was  ordered  to  Bil- 
lingsport  and  fort  Mifflin,  an  ample  supply  of  ammunition  was  fur- 
nished him,  agreeably  to  his  own  return.  We  were  therefore  not  a 
little  surprised  to  bear,  within  a  day  or  two,  that  there  was  a  very 
great  deficiency.  Major  Forrest  and  Captain  Craig,  who  corumanded 
at  the  forts  declare  that  none  was  used  except  for  the  morning  and 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  77& 
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evening  gans^  and  to  bring  Veseels  to  agreeably  (as  tbey  aaj)  to 
your  Excellency's  orders  ;  except  a  small  quantity  in  firing  a  few 
shells  for  the  instruction  of  the  Subalterns  and  men.  Admitting 
this  to  be  the  case,  we  think  there  has  been  a  very  unnecessary  ex- 
penditure of  Ammunition,  aathe  morning  and  evening  guns  at  iko$e 
places  are  perfectly  useless,  and  even  ridiculous,  considering  the 
smallness^of  the  Garrisons  &  forts.  Such  an  idle  waste  were  our 
means  more  ample,  we  should  be  unwilling  to  Supply,  but  from  the 
state  of  OUT  Stores  we  cannot  do  it.  This  we  mention  to  your  Ex- 
cellency that  effectual  measures  may  be  immediately  taken  to  pre- 
vent a  continuance  of  such  waste.  We  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether 
it  is  requisite  in  all  cases  to  bring  to.  Vessels  passing  up  the  river ; 
of  some  kinds  we  conceive  there  can  be  no  reasonable  suspiinon  of 
danger,  and  bringing  them  to  by  firing  must  occasion  an  unnecessary 
expenoe  of  ammunitioui  at  the  pame  time  that  it  delays  the  passage 
of  snch  Vessels. 

For  your  Excellency's  information  we  inclose  a  Copy  of  the  return 
of  stores  delivered  Col*  Proctor,  and  request  you  would  order  an 
immediate  return  of  what  remains  at  the  forts  and  favour  us  with  a 
copy,  that  we  may  kno^  the  teal  deficiencies,  and  who  ought  to 
account  for  the  same.  Your  Excellency  will  doubtless  take  such 
precautions  to  prevent  any  future  waste  or  embesslement  as  yoa 
shall  deem  proper ;  permitting  us  to  observe  that  the  state  of  the 
.public  magazines  requires  the  greatest  economy  to  be  used  in  the 
expenditure  of  Militaxy  Stores,  to  say  nothing  of  the  enormous  ex- 
pence  at  which  they  are  now  procured. 

We  have  troubled  your  Excellency  with  this  letter,  supposing  you 
not  to  have  been  informed  of  the  abuses  complained  of,  nor  of  the 
State  of  the  Public  Stores ;  knowing  your  anxiety  is  equal  to  ours  to 
preserve  with  the  utmost  care  the  necessary  means  of  defimoe,  and 
that  you  would  onit  no  precaution  requisite  to  that  end. 

Since  writing  the  above  we  are  informed  that  Capt.  McCullough 
who  now  commands  at  Billingsport,  finding  so  great  a  deficiency, 
has  refused  to  take  charge  of  the  stores  there  until  they  are  regularly 
delivered  to  him ;  this  we  have  directed  CoP  Proctor  to  cause  to  be 
done  forthwith.  We  are  much  pleased  to  see  the  militia  officers  take 
80  cautious  k  prudent  a  resolution. 

.    We.havd  the  honour  to  be,    . 

With  great  respect,  Your  Exoellency's 

most  obed^  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 
?  TIM.  PICKERING.* 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Heed;  Esq^. 
War  Office. 

Indorsedj 

Bead  May  16, 1779. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  779.    Also,  p.  404  of  this. 
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Wm.  Lyoh  to  Viob-Pkbs,  Brtak,  1779. 

Carlisle,  May  13th,  1779. 
Hon*  Sir, 

Tour  Letter  giving  the  Reasons  of  Council  for  not  eomplyibg  wit& 
the  request  of  Peters  Township  Petitioners  respecting  the  Commit 
Bion  of  the  Peace  for  M**  Maxwell,  I  received  ^  M'  Hoge,  and  soon 
after  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Johnston,  the  High  Sheriff  of  this  Coxmtj, 
who  assured  me  he  would  take  due  care  to  shew  it  to  the  people 
therein  mentioned.  I'm  well  persuaded  he  will  not  neglect.  I  have 
not  seen  him  since,  therefore  can't  at  this  time  give  any  further  ac- 
count thereof,  but  shall  inform  how  the  reasons  you  mention  (which 
I  think  very  JusUfyable)  take  with  the  Petitioners  and  others  con- 
oemM,  after  I  oome  to  know  it. 

We  have  no  account  from  Pittsburg  of  any  late  depredations 
made  there  by  the  Indians,  but  not  so  up  Sasquehanna ;  the  accounts 
we  have  had  from  thenoe  vary  greatly ;  the  last  I  had  yesterday  from 
Justice  Brown  of  Eishacoquillis  Valley,  who  left  that  the  Day  be- 
fore ;  he  says  there  had  been  fifteen  or  seventeen  Indians  on  the 
South  side  of  the  West  Branch,  and  killed  a  Certain  John  Sample 
and  his  Wife  in  Buffellow  Valley,  and  that  the  Inhabitants  were 
left  the  place ',  that  a  Fort  near  Mr.  Sam^  Wallaces  were  attacked 
by  the  Indians,  but  no  aoc*  of  the  Issue ;  that  the  kill'd  and  missing 
on  that  Branch  he  did  not  particularly  hear,  but  thought  it  did  not 
exceed  twelve  or  fifteen,  if  so  mueh,  but  the  people  were  flying  off 
in  fear  of  a  Large  Number  of  the  Enemy  coming  upon  them,  being 
afraid  that  the  Militia  under  Col.  Kelly  there  was  not  sufficient  to 
.  Cover  them ;  this  account  is  the  most  likely  to  be  near  the  truth  of 
any  I  have  heard,  the  other  former  aeeounts  we  have  had  being  ex- 
ceedingly more  alarming  and  not  authentioated  froo^  any  good 
authority  that  I  could  find.     Wheat  is  come  to  a  very  great  prioe 
here;  some  say  30  Dollars  ^  Bushel,  and  fifteen  pounds  asked  in 
some  other  parts  of  this  County  ;  the  Poor  people  drove  from  their 
Habitations  I  fear  must  suffer  greatly  on  ao*  of  the  excessive  high 
price  of  every  article.   Mr.  Creigh  has  declined  acting  as  Magistrate, 
and  has  resign^  to  the  people,  as  he  says  be  has  no  occasion  to 
make  a  formal  Resignation  to  Council,  You'll  have  an  opportunity 
of  talking  with  himself  on  the  Subject ;  another  la  much  wanted 
here,  and  I  should  be  pleased  that  one  were  Commissioned  out  of 
the  last  return  made  to  Council  from  this  Phoe.    I  thinlc  Mr.  John 
Carson  was  the  next  highest  on  Return  to  Mr.  Laird  who  wa^  Com- 
missioned ;  he's  a  very  good  man  and  I  think  might  do  very  well. 
Mr.  Creigh  will  satisfy  you  p'haps  on  talking  the  matter  over  with 
him  more  fully. 

I  have  always  understood.  Sir,  that  Manage  Licenses  were  to  be 
given  out  by  the  Prothonotaries  of  the  Different  Counties,  and  that 
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it  WB8  aa  appendage  to  that  partioalar  Office ;  whether  it  is  an  ad- 
vantage or  a  LoQs  to  }iaye  the  DQi^g  tjiat  bmineas  .1  don't  know^ 
but  ehoald  be  desirous  of  doing  the  whole  Business  which  of  right 
appertikins  to  the  .Office  or  Offices  am  Conoem'd  in  at  all  times ; 
therefore  if  such  Licenses  are  to  be  Issued,  and  I  of  right  should 
have  the  doing  of  it,  I  hope  you'll  remember  to  do  that  Justioe 
which  I  have  hitherto  fbuud  jou  dispos'd  to }  the  Confidence  I  have 
in  his  Excellency  the  President's  firm  attachment  to  Justice  &  Be- 

fularity  leaves  no  room  fpr  me  to  Doubt  of  his  Gonoonrenoe  in  the 
lei|8Qre  as  ahall  appear  to  you  both  to  be  right. 

I  am, 

Hon'd  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WILLM,  LYON. 

Dtrectedf 

The  Hononrable  George  Bryan,  Yioe  President  of  the  Soprone 
Sxeo^^  Gonnoil,  Philadelphia. 

&vM  ^  Johi^  Creigh,  Efiq^ 


GsKL.  Du  "SoRUiu  TO  Pbh8.  Bmo),  1779. 

Sir, 

As  I  hope  we  have  satisfied  to  the  demands  of  your  Excellency 
and  the  honorable  Oouncil  of  this  State,  I  have  the  honour  to  Inform 
them  that  I  wish'  to  return  to  Gamp  as  well  as  Go^.  De  La  Radie^ 
and  Hon.  de  Yillefranche,  if  there  services  are  no  longer  wanted 
here. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Vfi^  the  greatest  respect.  Sir, 

Your  BxoaUency's  most  obedient 

And  humble  Servant, 

DUPOBTAIJi.* 
Philadelphia,  May  14th,  1779. 
His  Exeelly.,  J.  Reed,  Presid*  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  776.  Tote  of  thanks  ^.  for  a  plan  of  DeL 
also,  779.    And  May  14,  page  403  in  this  Vol. 
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Col.  B.  McCalbstub,  to  Pres  Bked,  1779. 

Hanoyer  Town^  May  14tb;  1779. 
Hon.  Sxf; 

I  wrote  y  ExceleDcj  ^ome  jayq  pftst  P^pecting  tl^e  Militia,  & 
ibe  DistreaBiDg  Prospect  of  the  winter  Grain,  it  StiU  seems  in  those 
parts  to  appear  More  Distressing,  there  is  Mueh  more  G-rain  Dis- 
troyed  by  the  frost  than  wass  thouet,  fot  as  the  Grain  Grovos  it 
appears  both  in  Wheat  Ry  and  barly,  the  latter  is  s*  to  be  intirely 
Killed,  the  Ry  at  least  hidf  Bat  most  think  three  parts  in  four  the 
wheat  About  a  forth  part.  The  people  is  all  Exceeding  Busey  in 
preparing  for  Com  Potatoes  Buckwheat  &o.  to  Save  themselves  & 
Creteers  in  the  Winter  there  is  none  like  to  march  in  this*  County 
as  I  can  finde,  nndef  tl|OQe  Ciicumetaiicia  Iv*  not  as  yet  called  on 
the  Next  Glass  on  duty.  Howerly  Expecting  an  Ans'  to  my  former 
letter  Which  I  sent  by  Gap*  Joans  of  the  Light  Dragoons,  k  whidi 
bQ  profnised  tp  Peliver.  On  Sabath  Morpiog  the  9th  Inst,  Col. 
Stevenson  one  of  the  Sub.  Lie*  Died  Sudently  Col.  John  Garsoa 
another  of  the  Sub.  Lie*  has  sold  his  place  Sometime  past,  of  which 
^  acquainted  Council  I  think  in  the  fi|ll  of  the  year,  and  he  is  to  se^ 
pff  to  Carolina  in  a  few  days— there  is  a  Number  of  Petitions  Prepa- 
ring to  be  Sent  to  the  Hon.  Council  to  Even  be  freed  from  attending 
Muster  ontill  the  fall  a  Number  hath  Sent  there  Petitions  adresed 
to  me,  as  thinking  I  Gould  Release  them,  &  I  am  told,  every  Bata- 
lion  Except  those  that  is  Composed  Mostly  of  Quakers  are  About 
Sending  Petitions  to  the  Hon.  Council  praying  some  Relief  under 
the  Millfia  law.  8Iioq14  I  C^ll  on  the  Next  Class,  and  none  will 
leave  there  farms.  Seems  Past  a  Doubt  at  Present,  and  should  tht 
finea  be  Lev'ed  i|n40r  those  GircumstanoeS;,  I  much  Dxei  the  Conse- 
quencis. 

I  Believe  wass  the  Assembly  Siting  there  would  be  Universal 
Prayer  from  this  County  &  have  heard  from  Manev  other  CountieSi 
to  allow  the  Hiering  of  the  young  Men  to  Serve  &  the  Mode  they 
seem.mb^  fondest  of  is  for  Every  Class  when  Called:  on,  for  Each 
Glass  which  Consist  Mostly  of  6  to  8  men  to  finde  a  good  ablii 
Bodd^  man,  &  Each  mi^i  w  the  Glajsa  p|iy  his  Part,  and  th^y  seem 
to  think  that  one  hundred  such  harty  Men  w'  be  worth  500  an^ 
take  the  Classes  as  they  Stand,  and  w'  not  Sinke  Money  to  the 
State  as  the  Grate  part  of  them  do  when  forsed  out.  However  this 
Mode  Seemes  the  Most  Pleasing  at  Present  to  the  People  &  believe 
there  Could  be  Constantly  a  supply  of  150  or  200  men  Kept  up  in 
^his  County  Did  the  Law  Permit  of  it,  in  the  meantime  I  am.  Dis- 
tressed to  Auow  how  to  act|  as  lanff  as  1  do  aci^  as  I  hope  to  be  Re- 
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leased  by  the  Hon.  Connoili  by  ExoeptiDg  of  my  Reaignttioii  & 
sppointiog  some  abler  band  to  Execute  the  orders  of  Goonoil. 

^  I  am  with  Much  Esteem 

Y'  Excelencies 

Most  ob*  Seryant. 

B«  M'CALESTEB. 

Directed^ 

His  Excelenoy  Joseph  Beed  Eq%  President  of  Supraim  Exeontive 
Council  of  the  State  (d  Pennsylvama,  Philadelphia. 

Indartedf 
Bead  May  21. 


Charles  Tvmtj  A.  Q.  M.  G.  to  Prbs.  Bsed,  17T9. 

Bir, 

It  is  computed  that  about  forty  Teams  in  Lancaster  County^ 
about  thirty  in  York  County  &  twenty  five  in  Cumberland  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  Col.  Blaine's  Application. 
I  am  therefore  to  request  that  the  Council  will  bo  pleased  to  givd 
Orders  for  the  raising  these  Teams^  which  Orders  will  not  however 
be  used  unless  in  Case  of  necessity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir^  your  most  obed* 

hum'  S«rv*, 

CHA.  PETTTP,  A.  Q.  M.  G.* 
Directed f 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq',  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Pettit :  Philada.  18th  May,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  some  time  ago  given  orders  to  my  Assistants  at  York  ft 
Carlislci  to  apply  to  the  Quarter  Master  for  a  sufficient  number  of 
Teams  to  transport  to  Haris's  ferry  Eleven  Hundred  Barrels  of  Beef 
&  Porky  twelve  Hundred  Barrels  and  five  Hundred  Kegs  Flour,  and 
fifteen  Hundred  Gallons  of  rum  &  Whisky,  also  my  Assistant  at 
Lancaster  to  send  &  without  delay  four  Hundred  Barrels  of  Flour  to 
Middleton,  they  inform  me  the  Quarter  Master  cannot  furnish  them 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  ToL  XIL,  p.  2. 
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with  Teams,  witbont  an  order  from  the  Council  to  press,  you  will 
please  to  make  application  to  the  Council  for  the  Warrent^  or  adopt 
such  other  Measures  as  you  may  think  prudent  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary Waggons. 

am  with  much  respect  Sir, 

your  most  Obd*  & 

most  Hble  Ser?* 

:  EPH.  BLAINE,  D.  C.  G. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq';  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


CoxTKCTt,  TO  General  Du  Portail,  1T79. 

In  Council, 
r  ^       Philadelphia,  May  14, 1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  of  enclosing  you  a  Besolation  which  has  passed 
the  Council  unanimously.  We  wish  the  finances  of  our  State  would 
have  admitted  a  more  liberal  grant,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  we 
shall  allways  retain  a  proper  sense  of  your  services  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  on  this  occasion. 

As  Colonel  Bull  who  is  to  execute  the  work  seems  desirous  to 
have  some  assistance  in  staking  out  the  ground,  we  should  be  obliged 
to  you  if  convenient  to  favour  his  request. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  my  personal  wishes  and  respects  and  assure 
you  that 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 

JXrected. 
General  Da  Portail.*  t 

*  See  page  400.  abo  See  Colon.  Reo.,  YoL  XL,  p.  770^  779. 
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P&BBZDiHT  Bra&  TO  BoABS  09  Wasl^  1779. 

Inclosed  we  send  yon  ft  copy  of  ft  Letter  forwarded  to  ns  by  the 
Lieutenant  of  Westmoreland  County  with  the  Information  that  in 
Pnrsaanoe  thereof  two  Oompanies  of  60  Men  each  are  nearly  com- 
pleted &  to  serve  for  6  months^  with  a  Request  that  the  Appoint- 
ments of  the  Officers  ma^  be  confirmed  &  the  Men  put  under  the 
same  Footing  as  other  temporary  Troops  are.  We  have  delayed  any 
Answer  because  we  were  not  acquainted  with  Gen^  Mcintosh's  powers^. 
^)3ut  as  the  Frontiers  are  ip  a  most  deplorable  Condition  Ip  we  %ni 
it  yery  difficult  to  give  them  effectual  Assistance  by  MUitiay  we  bavf 
concluded  to  support  &  countenance  the  Measure.  And  we  are 
induced  thereto  more  strongly  as  his  Excelb  Ghen.  Washington  has 
made  a  Requisition  of  600  Mllitta  to  cooperate  with  the  troops  on 
the  proposed  Expedition.  We  find  it  impracticable  to  comply  with 
this  Demand  ip  any  Seasan  S^  the  Period  of  2  months  being  too 
short  for  real  service  have  encouraged  these  temporary  Inlistmenta 
as  being  more  permanent  &  producing  better  Troops.  We  find  that 
including  the  5  Companies  already  ordered  by  Congress^  there  will 
be  about  700  Itfen  raised  on  this  Plan  in  Westmoreland  k  North- 
umberland &  probably  Bedford  may  follow  the  Example^  if  so  tbflj 
^ill  make  up  800  at  least. 

We  also  forward  to  you  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  upon  a  Sul^ect 
on  which  we  formerly  addressed  you  &  request  you  will  take  into 
consideration  whether  the  Mode  suggested  py  Persons  well 
acquainted  with  the  Circumstances  of  this  County  may  not  be  pur^ 
sued  80 as  to  discharge  their  Militis^^  It  seems  to  be  a  general  Expec- 
tation that  the  Dragoons  at  Lancaster  might  serve  the  occasional 
Purpose  of  Guards  &  that  in  so  doing  they  would  be  more  usefully 
employed  ^hw  ow:  late  Advices  from  thence  inforiu  us  they  hi^ve 
been. 

Your  favour  of  yesterday*  has  been  duly  received  &  as  we  fully 
concur  with  you  in  the  Propriety  &  Necessity  of  Economy  in  all 
publick  Expenditures,  shall  do  every  Thing  in  our  Power  to  promote 
&  encourage  it.  The  firing  of  Morning  &  Evening  Guns  was  not 
by  our  Directions  &  we  shall  order  it  to  be  omitted.  We  suppose 
the  Militia  followed  the  Example  of  the  Troops  they  idie^^  II  is 
necessary  that  inward  bound  Vessels  should  come  to  at  the  Fort  on 
many  Accounts,  but  if  firing  is  necessary  on  such  Ocoaaions  we 
think  a  4  pounder  would  be  sufficient  &  the  Officer  commanding  there 
has  applied  for  one  because  he  thought  it  might  answer  all  his 
Purposes.  From  the  Information  received  a  Week  ago  the  Officers 
of  Proctors  Reg^  &  the  Militia  were  disputing  about  the  Stores,  the 
latter  wanted  to  have  a  Receipt  signed  on  Time  &  upon  Trust  which 
the  other  refused  without  actual  Delivery  &  we  have  Reason  to 

*  See  page  897. 
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heia&fb  Mtai  vsfon  iiqni^  it  will  appetr  ihftl  the  Waste  it  mtf  ifU 
.jMide  while  the  Conlioeiital  IUg«  was  there  this  ioquury  we  wotdd 
wiah  to  be  had  immedi^ly  ft  haye  therefore  wrote  to  Oapt.  M* 
Onlkgh  A  when  he  6bm&B  to  Town  ^all  a^nd  bint  to  jom  Atenr- 
•ing  joa  thai  on  aU  Oeeaaioiis  we  shall  cheerfolly  cooperate  ihA 
you  in  deteetiag  ft  |raiiiahiiig  any  Aboaea  ft  MJamana^eaaent  fiem 
irhtttefrer  Qnarteit  they  nay  proreedi 

iam  Cknk 

Tdotf  taeat  Obed.  Hhl^.  fktt. 

JOS.  BSEl). 

1779  May  15th.    To  the  SotMe  Bottd  of  Waf. 


r 

Col.  ^Aohas  Fbootqb,  X9  -Paasi.  BbbD)  1779. .      > 

Fhiladelpku;  May  15th,  1779. 
Sir,  .        •  - 

Major  Forrest  has  acquainted  me  yon  were  despoeed  to  mnt.  an 
order  on  the  State  Clothier  for  a  suit  oi  Cloathing  for  ea6h  Office^ 
l&my  Begimetit^  ae  slscn  te  defect  Col.  Itond^  io  fstod  Two*  nfonths 
extra  matters  from  his  store  for  y«  eaaie.  .  And  air  I  atai  dMcted  b^ 
a  Letter  rec*  last  evening  from  General  Sulliyan  to  be  at  Eastown 
by  the  20th  instant,  hope  theabore  -  may  meet  your  Ezcel- 

lencys  approval  as  well  to  permit  my  Regiment  to^maroh  on  Tuesday 
next. 

I  am  with  Esteem, 

your  £j[<s^jlencys  Ob*  Servant, 

THO-  PROCTOR,  Col.  P.  A. 

I 

His  Exeellefioy  Joseph  Beed^  President^  Pena'L 


.**U      *tA 


Col.  Johk  Carothees  to  ruBgrftENT  Heed,  1779. 

May  15th,  1779.  \ 
Sir, 

I  have  Eoolosed  my  commission  of  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  whidi  you'l  please  to  accept  for  my  resignation  of  said 
office,  as  it  neither  suits  my  Inclination  nor  family  circumstances  tf 
serve  any  longer  iA  that  business.  I  am  ready  to  settle  my  accounts 
as  soon  as  the  law  comes  i^^  to  Direct  tiie  commissioners  appointed 
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for  tint  {rarpose  how  to  proceed.  I  am  likewise  readj  to  Deliver 
all  the  pahlio  papera  in  my  haoda  to  sfhy  person  legally  authoriitd 
to  reeeive  them.  . 

The  Militia  Ordered  hy  oooaoil  to  Hannahs  Town  w  westnioorland 
oounty,  have  with  much  Diffieuliy  and  Bday,  prooeeding  from  vari- 
;oii8  caasea^  been  sent  forward.-*the  ravages  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
Sttsquehana  riyer,  bordering  on  the  fronteers  of  this  oonnty,  have  in 
a  great  measure  prevented  the  militia  of  three  battalions  now  oalled 
to  serve  at  hannahs  Town,  from  taming  oat  They  aledging  it  very 
hard  for  them  to  be  sent  away  so  far  and  leave  their  own  fronteers 
and  families  exposed  to  the  enemy.  Who  are  murdering  and  burnipg 
every  week  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles. — ^They  say  they  are  wiUinff 
to  serve  i^n  their  own  fronteers,  but  to  be  Taken  so  fttr  away  and 
leave  their  own  families  in  such  a  Dangerous  Situation,  they  will  not 
submit  to,  let  the  consequences  be '  as  it  will,  to  levy  fines  from 
Delinquents  under  these  circumstances  seems  very  fevere^  perhaps 
oounoil  may  find  some  way  of  relief. 

I  am  Siri  with  much  respeot, 

yoar  very  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  CAROTHBRS. 

Dirededf 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beedj  Esquire^  president  of  the 
common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania.  > 


GbNL.  WASHINaTOH  TO   CoXJVOJLy  1779. 

Head  Qnarters,  Middle 
Brook,  May  15th,  1779. 

Gentlemen^ 

I  have  not  yet  been  favoured  with  an  answer  to  the  letter  whioli 
I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  you  on  the  27th  ult^.*  Whatever 
may  be  the  determination  of  the  Council  respecting  the  alternative 
proposed  of  the  first  of  June  or  July  for  General  Arnold's  trial,  I 
am  anxious  to  be  informed  of  it,  that  no  time  may  be  lost  more  than 
cannot  be  avoided.  If  the  witnesses  sre  to  be  called  from  Carolina 
-—the  summon  ought  to  go  to  them  without  delay.  I  have  received 
another  letter  from  (General  Arnold,  pressing  for  a  speedy  trial. 
That  Gentleman's  situation  is  very  interesting  to  his  character  and 
feelings,  and  gives  him  a  right  to  expect  from  me  as  a  piece  of  jus- 
tice, that  his  fate  may  be  decided  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  consistent 
with  a  full  and  free  investigation.  If  he  should  be  found  innocent, 
the  sooner  he  is  acquitted  the  better,  if  guilty  justice  cannot  take 

*  See  page  861,  877. 
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place  too  soon.  At  Ae  same  time  that  I  wish  the  Counoil  to  he 
assured  that  I  am  as  uowtlling  to  precipitate  as  to  retard  the  trial, 
I  am  persuaded  they  will  cheerfully  enable  me  to  act  such  a  part  aa 
will  avoid  the  imputaUon  of  unnecessary  delay ;  and  will  be  pleased 
to  afford  me  the  aid  requested  in  my  last. 

The  preparations  for  the  Western  expedition  are  in  such  forward- 
ness, that  I  am  patting  all  the  troops  to  oe  employed  in  it,  in  motion. 
I  request  the  Coundl  to  hasten  up  those  which  the  State  is  to  furnish 
towards  this  important  undertaking.* 


Thomas  Fitzsimons  to  Col.  Matlack,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Certificate  from  Mr.  Holker  as  Agent  to  the  Marine  of  franco, 
was  considered  as  the  foundation  of  the  requisition  to  clear  out  the 
Vessell — ^nor  did  I  think  it  necessary  the  owners  should  at  all 
appear  in  the  matter. 

I  hope  my  not  signing  the  application  was  not  Considered  as  any 
intentional  slight  to  Couneill — which  was  far  from  my  intention,  but 
I  should  be  sorry  if  any  informality  of  that  kind  would  be  the 
means  of  detuning  the  Minister  of  francos  dispatches. 

I  am,  Sir, 

y  h'le  serv*, 

THO-  FETZSIMONS. 

May  15, 1779. 

Directed^ 
Col.  Matlack. 


From  thb  Owkxrs. 

The  Schooner  Swan,  chartered  by  John  Holker,  Esq^  Agent  fot 
the  Marine  of  franco,  being  loaded  &  ready  to  depart,  the  owners 
pray  the  Hble  Counmll  to  give  the  Necessaiy  directions  for  clearing 
her  out. 

GEO.  MEADE  &  CO. 

Philad%  16  May,  1779. 

*  The  remainder  of  this  letter  appears  to  bare  been  torn  off;  leaving  neither 
signature  nor  address.    See  letter  to  hia.  May  8,  page  877. 
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Qm.  HAin>  TO  VMB.  Bbsd,  ITTd. 

Wyoming,  l«Ii  ittj,  177&. 
Sir, 

Your  Ezo^  b38  doubtlesgbeen  inftniD^of  iht  Bairaged  oommitUd 
by  tho  Indiaiis  on  tke  Frontier  of  Northamberland  in  April — fchete 
depredations  are  distressing  to  every  person  &  most  be  pariloiilar]gr 
BO  to  year  Ezc^,  bat  I  bope  to  be  able  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
tbem — we  bave  at  present  about  400  R.  &  File  for  duty  bere,  100 
at  Fort  Jenkins,  100  at  Fort  Mtnwy  k  70  at  Sunbury — ^the  lltb 
Pennsylvania  Reg^  composes  tbe  tbreo  last  I  expect  tbe  enemy  will 
bave  parties  on  the  Frontiers  in  about  ten  days,  agreeabk  to  their 
usual  Practice,  shall  then  encrease  my  Scouts,  if  any  thing  happens 
worth  troubling  yon  with|  will  take  the  liberty  of  oommunicatin|;  it« 

I  am  Sir,  with 

much  tespect  your 

£zc7*Most  obed*& 

Most  Hble  SerrS 

EDW*  HAND. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Ezc'y  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme  Ezeo. 
Council  of  Pennsylvanisi  at  Philadelphia. 


Drs.  Bush  k  Hutchinson  to  Council,  17T9. 

To  The  Honorable  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

After  expressing  our  acknowledgements  to  the  Honorable  Executive 
Council  for  appointing  us  Inspectors  of  sickly  Vessels  We  beg  leave 
to  inform  the  Council  that  we  have  been  prevented  from  executing 
the  Trust  reposed  in  Vifi  by  the  want  of  a  Person  known  in  a  former 
Law  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  name  of  a  Health  Officer  whose  Business 
.consisted  in  visiting  all  ships  that  came  into  the  Port  &  (in  all  Oases 
the  least  suspicious)  in  calling  upon  one  of  the  Inspectors  to  examine 
the  Health  of  the  Crew^  in  order  to  prevent  any  conta^ous  Diseases 
being  brought  into  the  City.  We  are  tho  more  induced  to  make  this 
application  to  the  Council  at  the  present  Juncture,  as  the  Citizens  of 
Philadelphia  have  been  lately  alarmed  by  the  Crew  of  the  Dean 
Frigate  being  landed  and  lodged  amongst  them,  many  of  whom  it  is 
said  labour  under  Fevers  of  a  contagious  Nature. 

We  bog  leave  to  request  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  tho  ap- 
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iMiiiita«Bt  of  ft  Health  Offio<r>  ft  to  raeh  InstractionBas  they  ahall 
n  pleaned  to  give  in  the  Line  of  their  Duty  to  their  most. 

Obedient  Servants 

JAMBS  HUTCHINSON. 

BSNJ-  BUSH. 
May  15tfa|  in9. 


Gen.  Du  Portail  to  Prbs.  Bsep,  1779. 

Honw  Sir, 

These  Gentlemen  and  myself,  are  extremely  satisfied  to  have 
answered  the  Views  of  your  Ezoellency  and  the  Hon^'*  Coanoil ;  the 
marks  of  satisfaction  which  they  are  pleased  to  ajj^ow,  are  dear  and 
pretions  to  ns.  We  beg  yonr  £izoellenoy  and  the  Hon^*  Coaucil 
wiU  accept  of  onr  grateful  thanks. 

Ool.  I^laradiere,  an  OAcer  of  great  Capacity  in  his  profession,  it 
Satisfied  to  Remain  here  about  a  couple  of  Weeks  longer,  to  lay  onto 
the  principal  Lines  of  the  Fort 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Hon*^*  Sir  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and 

very  hnmble  Servant 

DU  PORTAIL. 
Philadelphia,  May  y  15th,  1779. 

His  Excell'cy  J.  Reed,  Esq.,  P^rid*  of  y*  State  of  Peusylr. 


Prbs.  Sbed  to  Officbr  at  Billikgsport,  1779. 

In  Conneil. 

Philadelphia,  May  17, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  having,  by  their  Proclamation,  extended  the  Embar- 
go* on  all  ships  and  other  vessels  until  the'^first  day  of  June  next 
x  on  are  to  stop  all  vessels  outward  bound*  unless  they  produce  a 
Apecial  pass  from  this  Council,  nnder  the  less  seal  of  the  state. 

The  Board  of  War  having  represented  to  this  Council  that  some 

*  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  782,  788,  784. 
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diffiouHies  have  arisen  in  transfering  the  Stores  at  Billingspofi  ft: 
Mud  Island,  from  Gol'l  Prootor  to  you.  It  will  be  proper  for  joa 
to  explain  the  matter  to  that  Board  ioi  mediately. 

With  due  respect  I  am, 

your  humble  servant, 

J.  BESSD,  Prea*. 
Dtreded, 
To  Officer  commanding  at  Billingspbrt  and  Mud  Island. 


HsNaT  FxsHBR  TO  Prks.  Bbed  1779. 

Sir, 

I  reoeiyed  your  letter  by  Captain  Boach,  the  eoutents  you  may 
Belie  on  shall  be  strictly  observed  by  me,  and  I  shall  take  Care  to 
give  you  the  Earliest  Adviee  upon  the  appearance  of  any  number 
of  Ships  that  is  seen  from  this  Place. 

I  likewise  have  been  over  to  Cape  May  with  Captain  Boach,  and 
agree'd  with  Mr.  Abraham  Bennet  to  Doe  the  like  at  their  Cape. 
Mr.  Bennet  is  a  very  good  man,  and  bis  house  Commands  a  fine 
Prospect  of  the  Sea  to  the  Eastward.  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  there  has  not  been  seen  from  here  any  of  the  British 
Cruicers  this  two  wedcs  Past. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  due  respect, 

•  your  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  FISHER. 
Lewis,  May  18, 1779. 

Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  Philadelphia.  ^  Captain 
Isaac  Boaeh,  Public  Service. 


Jos.  Kendall  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

Sir, 

A  party  of  Gentlemen,  of  which  I  cmade  one,  having  received 
some  intelligence  of  the  rout  of  the  Smiths,  who  murdered  Mr. 
Boyd,  went  yesterday  Eveo'g  in  pursuit  of  them,  into  the  Jerseys, 
(accompanied  by  Mr.  Taylor,)  &  upou  the  Banks  of  Oldmans  Creek 
surrounded  the  House  of  a  Mr.  Howes,  who  they  took  Prispner  & 
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fpQiid  Smith  there  in  his  PoMonion.  From  hie  oonfetfiion  A  % 
"variety  of  other  oircamstaiioes,  it  appears  that  he  &  several  others 
were  privj  to  their  escape.  We  flatter  ourselves  that  we  have  at 
lasat  fallea  in  with  a  liak  of  that  chain,  which  will  lisad  to  farther 
discoveries. 

In  conB.queDce  of  this  we  have  spprehoDded  one  other,  and 
m^knentlj  expect  two  more.  The  Gentleinen  hare  desired  mo^  to 
give  you  this  Information,  &  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  they 
weope  actuated  hy  no  other  motive  than  serving  their  Country,  ^ 
hringing  such  Persons  to  Punishment,  as  none  of  'em  knew  of  any 
nward  at  the  time  they  undertook  the  expedition ;  foff»  my  own  part^ 
should  we  succeed  in  our  attempt,  I  disclaim  every  Idea  of  it.  Wo 
are  greatly  fatigued,  having  marched  on  foot  the  whole  Night,  & 
but  just  returned,  which  will,  I  flatter  myself,  apolcigise  for  the 
incorrectness  of  this  address. 

The  Number  of  disaffected  were  so  great  that  we  could  not 
continue  our  pursuit,  not  having  sufficient  data  to  proceed  further. 

I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  whole, 

yonr  Excellency  most 

obed't  h'ble  serv't, 

JO.  KENDALL. 

Chester,  May  18th,  3  o'clock,  P.  M.    Excuse  paper. 

The  Parties  have  not  yet  been  examined  by  a  Magistrate. 

Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed^  Esqr.,  Philadelphia^  Publio 
service. 


Col.  Francis  JaHNSTON  to  Prbs.  Rbsd,  1779. 

Camp,  at  Millstone,  (?)  May  18,  1779. 
May  it  please  Your  Exceli^, 

1  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excelk  that  many  oi  the  very  best 
officers  in  our  Line,  are  still  extremely  destitute  of  Cloathing,  & 
unless  some  steps  are  immediately  taken  to  supply  them  vrith  this 
Article,  I  am  but  too  confident,  we  shall  very  soon  lose  many  of 
them. 

The  good  Intentions  of  your  ExccU'y  &  of  the  State  towards  us, 
we  with  pleasure  acknowledge,  but  we  cannot  hesitate  to  say,  that 
these  Intentions  are  in  some  measure  frustrated  by  the  persons 
employed  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

Some  of  the  necessaries  lately  sent  us  by  Mr.  Farmer  are  totally 
unfit  for  use,  others  of  them  are  but  very  indifferent.     And  not- 
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withstending  the  promise  of  the  State,  to  sapply  us  with  OlotthiDg, 
we  have  not  yet  ezperienoed  «ny  good  effisots  arising  from  this 
promise. 

I  trust  yonr  ExeeU'y  will  not  esteem  me  forward  in  writing  thns 
openly  to  you  on  a  subject  which  so  immediately  relates  to  oar 
oomfort  &  conventenee. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  people  who  are  fbnd  of  endless^  complain- 
ing, &  if  I  were,  I  shonld  not  think  them  prudent  at  this  time,  aa  I 
am  certain  nothing  but  the  BatiMmy^  Fbrtiiude,  db  Vitiue  of  the 
Army  can  possibly  save  the  Country ;  bat  I  must  say,  my  af^^ro* 
hensions  are  great  respecting  the  present  state  of  the  Army  and 
oonsequently  of  the  Country.  Your  Ezeell'y  well  knows  that  oar 
Pay  is  merely  nominal  at  present^  &  the  depreeiation  of  the  oorrenoj 
becomes  greater  every  Day,  A;  the  necessaries  of  life  scaroer,  h 
consequently  dearer ;  however,  this  is  a  subject  on  which  I  should 
not  wish  to  dwell,  bendes  tis  needless  to  mention  things  to  your 
Ezoeiry  with  which  you  are  already  so  well  acquainted. 

As  the  Division  at  present  has  no  other  Commanding  Officer  than 
myself,  I  hope  your  Ezcell'y  will  impute  the  liberty  I  have  taken 
to  my  zeal  for  the  service  at  largCj  as  well  as  my  particular  attach- 
ment to  the  Penn*  Line. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excell'ys  very  h'ble  serv't, 

P.  JOHNSTON. 

P.  S.  Wc  should  be  happy  to  have  your  Excellenoys  instructions 
respecting  the  Distribution  of  a  number  of  shirts^  which  the  StatA 
sent  OS  by  Captain  Lang. 

P.  J. 


Francis  Wadb  to  Col.  John  Mitchell,  1779. 

Wilmington,  18th  May,  1779. 

4  o'clock — Afternoon* 
Dear  Sir, 

1  have  this  moment  received  an  account  ^  the  EzpresSi  that 
takes  this  that  the  Enemy  have  landed  and  taken  possession  of 
Portsmouth  in  Virginia. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  humble  servant, 

PEANCIS  WADE,  D.  Q.  M.  G'L 

P.  S.  The  accounts  I  have  by  letter,  says  that  they  were  on  their 
march  to  Suffolk  with  4000  Men,  and  that  it  waa  generally  thought 
that  they  would  proceed  to  Baltimore. 

To  Goi.  John  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  H.  G'l. 
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BisoLUTioir  or  CoHaBSSs,  1779. 

In  Congress^ 

18  May,  1779. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  sondry  letters  from 
Leonard  Albony  &  others,  report, 

**  That  being  oonvinoed  from  a  variety  of  oonenrrent  testimony  ft 
oireamstanoes  the  distresses  of  the  Bermudians  are  not  exaggerated^ 
and  that  any  proviidons  which  may  arrive  at  their  Island  will  be 
faithfully  and  entirely  applied  to  their  use ;  having  also  ooUeeted  a 
number  of  important  vouchers  in  proof  of  their  warm  attachment  to 
these  States,  &  being  moreover  assured  by  ibe  Minister  of  Franee 
that  his  Court  will  cordially  acquiesce  in  any  measures  which  the 
policy  of  Congress  may  adopt  in  behalf  of  those  suffering  Islandersi 
they  are  of  opinion  that  notwithstanding  the  resolutions  of  Ezpe^ 
diency  of  7Uk  Instant,  some  mode  of  immediate  relief  to  that  dis* 
tressed  people  ought  to  be  adopted,  &  therefore  do  eaxtifistly  recent 
mend  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Ezeoutive  Powers  of 
the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  ft  North 
Carolina  respectively,  to  peicmit  one  thousand  Bushels  oi  Indian  com 
to  be  exported  from  each  of  the  said  States,  for  the  relief  of  the 
distressed  inhabitants  of  those  islands,  and  that  it  be  required  of  Uie 
Captains  of  any  Vessels  on  board  which  the  said  Com  shall  be  laden 
to  retum  to  the  respective  executive  powers  aforesaid,  Certificates  of 
the  delivery  and  faithful  appro]»iation  of  the  said  provision,  under 
the  signature  of  aft  least  two  of  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Islands. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  report, 

Besolved,  in  the  affirmative. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHA8.  THOMSON,  Seo'y.* 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.  p.  782. 
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Prbst,  Bbed  to  Col.  R  MgCalsstsr,  1779. 

In  Coundl; 

Philad*,  May  18th,  177ft. 
Sir, 

Yonr  Favour  of  the  4th  Inst,  has  been  dniy  received,  it  gives  qa 
the  most  sensible  Conoem  to  find  that  notwithstanding  the  wholesome 
&  beneficial  Laws  provided  for  the  common  Safety  &  Protection,  and 
at  a  Time  when  the  EzecutioQ  of  them  is  the  most  necessary  for  the 
Relief  of  our  suffering  Brethren  on  the  Frontiers,  those  who  are 
blessed  with  safe  &  secure  Dwellings  should  refuse  to  give  them  the" 
small  Assistance  required.  If  they  were  connected  with  us  by  no 
other  Ties  than  Fellow  Men,  &  Christians,  one  would  have  thought 
a  large  County  like  yours  would  at  all  Events  have  given  them  the 
support  desired,  Nor  are  we  the  less  surprised  that  York  County 
should  require  a  different  Law  from  other  Parts  of  the  State :  in  other 
Plaoes  the  Militia  Law  is  found  salutary  &  effectual  your  County 
concurred  in  making  it,  &  must  i|i  a  little  Time  however  seonre  they 
'may  BOW  think  themselves  feel  the  Consequences  of  despising  &  re- 
fusing it,  as  it  cannot  but  happen  that  the  Inhabitants  who  are  now 
a  Frontier  to  you  finding  that  your  County  will  do  nothing  for  them 
in  the  Hour  of  Distress  will  retire  farther  in  &  in  a  little  Conrra  of 
Time  you  will  feel  in  your  own  County  the  Calamities  which  you 
refuse  to  repel  in  others.  We  would  wish  yon  to  lay  Uiese  things 
before  the  Sub  Lieutenants  &  other  Persons  &  also  seriously  reflect 
in  what  Point  of  Light  you  will  be  viewed  by  the  other  Parts  of  the 
State,  if  you  refuse  obedience  to  Laws  at  all  Times  necessary  but 
particularly  so  at  this  Time  when  a  desolating  War  is  actually  raging 
on  each  side  of  the  State.  You  say  *'  they  seem  exceeding  willing 
to  have  the  youug  Men  go  if  there  was  a  law  for  so  doing.''  You 
must  be  sensible  the  making  of  new  Laws  does  not  lay  with  us,  our 
Duty  is  to  see  those  executed  which  have  been  made  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  People  for  common  Benefit.  And  as  the  Militia 
Law  now  is  enforced  with  sufficient  Peualties,  we  have  forwarded  the 
late  Supplement  &  must  call  upon  you  to  proceed  therein  in  a  regular 
Manner,  not  only  imposing  but  actually  levying  the  Fines  upon  De- 
linquents &  if  any  farther  Difficulties  should  ensue  we  request  the 
most  early  Information,  that  suitable  Remedies  may  be  applied. 
We  cannot  but  believe  that  those  who  are  well  affected  to  the  Liberties 
&  Independence  of  America  &  more  especially  those  who  are  attached 
to  the  present  Government  will  give  you  their  fullest  Aid  &  Support, 
as  they  must  be  sensible  that  nothing  can  so  effectually  encourage 
the  common  Enemy  &  weaken  Government  as  to  find  a  whole  County 
drawing  itself  off  from  a  most  important  Duty  not  only  of  Society 
but  on  this  occasion  even  of  Humanity  itself.  And  we  trust  there 
are  none  so  wicked  as  to  discountenance  the^Servibe  from  any  mean 


PBNBBTLYANIA  ABCHIVES  1779.  416 

Sl  unworthy  Viewa  of  Parlj.  We  would  wiah  yon  to  address  your- 
Belf  to  the  Romod  &  good  Sense  of  those  who  have  Weight  &  Confi- 
denee  with  the  People,  &  we  flatter  ourselves  that  a  proper  Befleotion 
upon  the  Consequenoes  of  such  Proceed"*  will  have  its  doe  Weight 
&  bring  about  a  Change  of  Sentiments  &  Condaot. 

You  have  expressed  a  Wish  to  resign  and  we  shonid  be  willing  to 
comply  with  voor  Request  if  it  is  really  disagreeable  for  you  to  con- 
tinue longer,  but  we  think  the  Time  unsuitable.  As  there  has  been  a 
Belaxation  of  the  Law  &  Indulgence  given*both  in  the  Mode  of  calling 
out  Men  &  remitting  the  Fines  which  (however  well  intended)  has  laid 
the  Foundation  of  this  Weakness  in  Government,  we  trust  you  will 
Bee  the  evident  Propriety  of  continuing  in  the  Office  till  the  Efficacy 
of  the  Law  is  in  some  Degree  restored  ft  your  Successor  find  himself 
in  a  Capacity  to  execute  it.  And  we  hope  that  exerting  yourself 
with  Steadiness  k  Firmness  &  availing  yourself  of  the  kind  Offices  of 
those  who  will  be  disposed  to  support  Law  &  Government  you  will 
find  less  Difficulty  than  you  have  done  hitherto— But  should  the 
Office  be  inconvenient  to  you  afterwards  we  shall  not  press  a  longer 
Continuance. 

In  the  mean  Time  it  is  our  dear  &  explicit  Sense  &  so  we  directp 
that  yon  immediately  proceed  with  the  Classes  in  Time  to  perform 
the  present  Service.  That  if.  the  Cla^  does  not  conform  to  the  Law 
the  Delinquents  be  fined  &  the  Fines  duly  collected  without  Favour 
or  Affection  k  having  a  due  Regard  to  Inability  of  Body  &  Estate 
meeting  in  the  same  Person  &  not  construing  the  Law  to  favour 
either  singly,  and  it  is  our  clear  opinion  that  all  Persons  liable  for 
former  Delinquencies  be  called  upon  &  in  like  Manner  compelled  to 
xnake  due  Submission  to  the  Laws  by  paying  the  sums  for  which  they 
stand  now  liable.  This  will  be  also  doing  Justice  k  giving  Satisfac- 
tion to  those  who  are  now  called  on  for  a  regular  Discharge  of  their 
Duty  k  should  a  total  Failure  be  the  Consequence  we  would  wish 
you  k  the  Sub  Lieutenants  to  make  a  formal  Representation  thereof 
to  ns  oonteining  the  Reason  given  by  those  who  refuse  ComplianoOi 
That  it  may  be  laid  before  the  Assembly  at  their  next  Session. 

It  has  been  on  this  Occasion  peculiarly  unfortunate  Aat  the  Ex- 
ample of  York  has  influenced  Lancaster  k  we  fear  may  reach  Cum- 
berland for  they  say  very  naturally  k  Justly  why  shall  this  Servioe 
be  emposed  on  ns  when  our  Brethren  k  Fellow  Subjecte  in  York 
remain  at  Home  attending  their  private  Business.  As  to  the  State 
of  the  Militia  in  this  City  k  the  adjacent  Counties  it  never  has  wore 
a^more  flourishing  Aspect  since  the  Change  of  Govemm*  the  Law  ie 
executed  k  we  have  fonad  uo  Dlffioulty  in  drawing  out  the  ClassesL 
or  such  Part  of  them  as  were  necessary  for  actual  Service.  We  had 
Deteohmente  all  last  Fall  in  the  Service  of  Congress.  The  Forts  on 
the  River  are  now  garrisoned  by  the  Militia  who  have  chearfuUy  left 
their  Homes  k  given  up  their  Business  for  2Conths.  We  hope 
when  all  these  things  are  laid  before  the  People  k  duly  considered  a 
better  Spirit  will  manifest  iteelf. 
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We  shaD  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  on  thia  imporiant 
BOOH  as  poaaiblei 

ft  am  Sir  yonr 

Ob.  Hble  Serv*, 

J.  B. 

P.  S.  We  mean  that  all  those  who  were  called  last  Summer  ft 
upon  whom  Fines  were  imposed  whioh  yet  continue  unpaid  be  col- 
lected and  when  upon  an  Appeal  the  Fine  has  been  mitigated,  the 
piitigated  Fine  to  be  called  for  &  in  future  the  law  strictly  complied 
with.  Whatever  Irregularity  there  may  have  been  by  the  former 
Construction  of  the  Law  so  as  to  remit  the  Fine  or  any  Part  on  any 
mistaken  Pribciple  we  suppose  cannot  now  be  remedied,  but  it  is 
highly  reasonable  that  if  those  are  compelled  to  pay  the  whole  Fine 
where  there  has  been  none  remitted|  that  what  was  not  remitted  be 
paid  up  fully 

'J)ireeUdj 

To  Colonel  Richard  H'Callister. 


PfiES.  Rbbd  to  William  Hbnet,  1779. 

•Sir, 

.  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  have  thought  it  might  be  beneficial 
.  to  the  publick  to  solicit  the  Attention  of  Congress  to  the  unhappy 
State  of  our  Money — We  have  therefore  signed  the  Petition  it  is  also 
signed  by  the  Magistrates  of  the  City,  we  would  deeire  you  to  get  it 
signed  by  the  Field  Officers  of  the  Militia  ft  then  to  return  it  to  us, 
that  it  may  J>e  laid  before  the  other  Qentlemcn  of  the  City  in  some 
.prop<ur  Way. 

I  am  Sifi  your 

Obed.  Hble  Serv«, 

JOSEPH  REED, 

President. 

Jndanec^Mhj  18, 1779. 

To  Wm.  Henry,  Esq.,  laeutenant  of  the  City  of  Philad*. 
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Prss.  or  CoNGRBSB  TO  Pbbs.  Bexd,  1779. 

Pluladelplda,  19th  May,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  baTe  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  jronr  Exoellency  herewith 
enclosed  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Oongreas  of  Uie  18th  Jnet,  for  affording 
Belief  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants  of  Bermnda. 

And  am  with  great 

Bespect  yoor  Exoellenc/s 

most  obed*  Servant, 

JOHN  JAT,  Piesid* « 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  President  Beed. 


BOBBRT    MORKIS  TO   PRES.   BSBD,  1779, 

Philad*,  May  19th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Another  parcell  connsting  of  Fifty  mnskets  are  arrived  from  Cape 
Francois  by  the  Sloop  Banger,  Capt.  Hunn  ids  whereof  on  aoo't  of 
Pennsylvania  &  id  intended  for  Maryland.  If  yon  please  to  direct 
the  proper  officers  to  receive  Thirty  three  of  them,  they  are  ready  to 
be  delivered  and  I  will  settle  the  freight  for  which  shall  render  an 
aocoant  in  due  time. 

Having  the  Honor  to 

remain  your  Exoy's 

most  hble  Serv't, 

BOB'T  MOBBIS.t 

Directed^ 

To  His  Exc'y  Jos.  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Honble  Sap"* 
E.  Council,  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  782,  788,  and  page  418  of  this, 
t  See  CoL  Beo.,  ToL  XI.,  p.  751. 
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BoAED  OT  Wab  to  Pbbsidbnt  Bbbp,  1779. 

War  Office,  May  19, 1779. 

Sir, 

The  military  stores  deaigaed  for  the  Indian  expedition  are  to  be 
conveyed  from  hence  to  Estherton,  on  Susqaebannah,  from  wbenoe 
we  expected  they  would. be  guarded  by  Col.  Prootor'a  reg*,  but  thia 
is  now  ordered  to  Easton,  to  take  charge  of  the  field  pieces  which  are 
to  go  from  thence  directly  to  Wioming.  Upon  representing  the 
matter  to  Genl.  Sallivan,  he  returned  an  answer  that  he  supposed 
the  six  companies  of  militia,  raising  in  this  state,  would  be  sufficient 
for  ihjb  purpose,  and  might  be  ordered  accordingly ;  the'  he  had  not 
conceived  any  great  danger  in  the  passing  of  the  stores  on  that  route* 
As  we  are  ignorant  what  state  these  companies  are  in,  and  they  are 
subject  to  your  direction,  we  must  request  the  necessary  orders  may 
be  given  for  the  purpose.  L*  Col.  Forrest  will  accompany  the  mili- 
tary stores,  &  take  command  of  the  escort,  if  no  superior  officer  ia 
present.  We  expected,  ere  this  time,  that  all  the  stores  would  have 
been,  at  least,  on  their  way  to  Estherton ;  but  for  want  of  waggons 
at  least  three  Quarters  of  them  remain  in  this  city;  and  of  the  two 
brigades  already  gone  the  horses,  we  are  informed,  have  greatly 
Buffered  for  want  of  forage. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  regard. 

Tour  moat  obed*  servants, 

By  order  of  ye  Board. 

TIM.  PICKERING. 

Directedy 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 
War  Office. 


Genbbal  Potteb  to  Pbbsidbnt  Bbbd,  1779. 

Penns  Valley,  May  19th,  1779. 
D'  Sir, 

I  Received  a  letter  from  Col.  Hunter  with  your  Compliments  and 
two  papers.  He  Informs  me  that  a  great  number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  that  part  of  the  County  have  left  the  County  since  the  last  stroake 
the  savedges  gave  us,  and  many  mpre  are  agoing.  I  have  Just 
Heard  that  they  have  dun  great  dam  mage  in  Westmoreland  County, 
and  last  week  there  was  some  Indians  seen  at  or  near  Franks  town. 
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I  think  they  are  allways  on  iome  part  of  oar  frontier.  In  my  letter 
of  the  third  Instant  I  Informed  you  of  Gapt.  Corhey'a  coming 
to  this  place,  he  left  this  last  sabath,  with  ten  of  his  Hors,  leving  hie 
LieatF  and  seven  hors.  He  is  gone  to  Baffler  Yalley ;  in  a  few  days 
I  ezpeel  the  Lieat.  to  go  off  afier  him.  Then  we  will  have  left  as  in 
this  Valley  one  Lieat.  and  15  men,  in  three  forts,  as  a  gnard,  and 
on  the  foarth  of  Jane  there  time  will  be  expired,  then,  it  is  more 
than  probable,  we,  in  this  Valley,  will  have  to  fley  ontiU  the  armey 
goes  oat,  if  there  is  not  some  Militia  ordered  na.  I  can't  help  beinff 
sorprised  that  there  has  been  no  Militia  sent  to  that  part  of  Bedford 
County  that  Joynes  as  3  neither  to  Franks  town,  nor  Standing  stonoi 
ezoept  that  smdl  oompany  of  Buchanan's  Battalion,  that  would.  xu>t 
go  to  Fort  Roberdean.  I  am  Informed  that  the  people  about  Franks 
town  are  fleying  from  there  Habitatioas.  That  small  company  of 
80  men  has  enourredged  the  people  of  standing  stoan  Vall^  to  stasd 
as  yet,  altho'  it  is  too  few  men  for  that  place. 

Sir,  I  would  not  be  understood  as  dicta^ng  to  yoa,  but  I  think 
the  Back  parts  of  Cumberland  should  be  ordered  te  guard  there  one 
firontier,  and  the  people  would  do  it  much  freer  than  march  to  a  dis- 
tance, leaving  there  lamleys  in  daneger.  It  may  be  said  that  Cum- 
berland County  has  no* frontier,  I  a^nowledge  it,  if  County  lines  is 
ment  &r  a  ffuard,  but  if  inhabitance  is  ment  they  may  be  said  to  be 
fruntier  settlers,  for  there  is  no  Inhabitance  Northerly  of  the  back 
parts  of  tbem  but  Penn's  Valley  and  standinff  stoan  Valley,  and 
they  are  in  forts,  and  if  not  assbted  with  Guards  will  be  obliged  to 
leve  them ;  for  my  one  part  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  mov'd  off  one 
year  ago. 

I  am  well  Convinced  that  you  do  every  thing  in  your  power  for 
the  back  Inhabitance.  It  is  imposable  for  you  to  know  the  situatioa 
of  every  part  of  the  Countryi  and  if  you  did  it  is  Imposoble  to  defend 
against  such  an  Enemy. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

With  the  greatest  Esteem, 

Your  Ezcellencey's  most  obed't 

Humble  Servant, 

JAS.  POTTER. 

P.  8.  This  Valley  is  at  too  great  a  distance  fbom  soniberey  te 
be  supleyed  with  the  standing  Armey,  and  they  have  ennff  to  do  neater 
the  town. 

J.  P. 

jDtrectec^, 

On  public  service. 

To  Hb  Ezcellencey,  Joseph  Reed,  Preudent  of  the  state  of  Penu- 
0ylvania|  Philadelphia. 
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BOAED  OF  WaE  to  PRESIDENT  BeED,  1779. 

War  office,  19th  May,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  hayelieen  fayptir'd  with  yonr  Letter  of  this  day,  and  am  directed 
hy  the  Board  to  request  yoa  will  present  their  thanks  to  Council 
for  the  attention  they  ha^e  been  pleased  to  shew  to  the  matters  con- 
tained in  it.  Orders  hare  already  been  issued  to  the  proper  officers 
to  take  charge  of  the  horses;  and  an  inquiry  directed  to  discover 
and  punish  the  delinquent. 

The  commission  for  Mr.  Murran^  shall  be  prepared  with  all  poa- 
ribie  dispatch. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  proper  respect, 
Yoor  very  obed^  & 

Host  h'ble  Sery«, 

P.  SCULL,  Sec'y. 

T.  Matlack,  Esq.,  Sec'y  to  the  Supreme  Ezecutiye  Council. 


CflAELES  PeTTIT  TO  PEBSIDENT  RbED,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  20th  May,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  to  your' Excellency  a  Copy  of  a  Let- 
ter I  have  this  day  received  from  the  Board  of  War,  directing  an  im- 
mediate Application  to  the  (Government  of  the  State  for  Waggons  to 
transport  a  quantity  of  stores  to  the  Susquehanna.  The  number  of 
Teams  wanted  I  understand  to  be  about  80  to  100.  Measures  have 
been  taken  to  obtain  the  voluntary  service  of  a  competent  number  of 
ieama  for  this  busineeB,  and  I  yet  flatter  myself  they  will  appear  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days ;  but  as  this  is  not  absolutely  certain,  and  the 
call  of  the  Board  of  War  is  expressed  in  strong  Terms,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  request  an  order  to  the  Waggon  Masters  of  Philadelphia, 
Chester  k  Bucks  to  furnish  one  hundred  Teams  for  this  purpose. 
The  order,  however,  will  not  be  used  if  the  Teams  can  be  otherwise 

♦  See  Col.  Eco.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  782. 
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procnred;  whiob  I  hope  will  1>6  the  case,  as  I  would  stadiously  avoid 
Vfiing  even  legal  conipulsioa  nanecessarilj. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient^ 

Humble  Servant, 

CHA.  PETTIT, 

A.  Q.  M.  GenV 

jDireeiedf 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  supreme  executive  CobdcU 
of  Pennsylvnnia.'*' 


Board  of  War  to  Chablbs  Pbttit,  1779. 

War  Office, 

May  20th,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  board  are  extremely  uneasy  under  the  Situation  of  the  Stores 
destined  for  the  Susquehannah  which  now  wait  for  nothing  but  the 
Means  of  Transportation.  We  therefore  direct  you  to  procufe 
Waggons  immediately  by  application  to  the  Government  of  the  State, 
if  your  prospect  of  other  wise  obtaining  them  have  failed  ^on  lest 
the  Service  should  not  only  suffer  but  the  Expedition  totally  fail 
for  the  want  of  Supplies.  If  the  Troops  arrive  in  a  dangerous 
Country  before  they  have  the  means  of  operating  or  even  defending 
themselves  in  case  of  attack,  you  will  judge  of  the  Consequences. 

We  are  Sir, 

very  respectfully 

your  very  obed*  Servant 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
By  order. 
(Copy.) 

Dtreetedf 
To  Charles  Pettit,  Esq'.,  A.  Q.  M.  Oeni. 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  2,  also  the  following  letter. 
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pRBS.  Beed  to  Delegates  of  Penns'a  in  Congbess,  1779. 

May  20, 1779. 

Honble  Delegates  of  Penns^  in  Congress. 
Gentlemen, 

The  inclosed  Petition  from  many  respectable  Citizens  was  this 
Morning  delirered  to  this  Board  with  a  Request  that  if  it  met  with 
oar  Approbation  we  would  recommend  it  to  year  Countenance  & 
Support  in  Congress.  As  we  perfectly  concur  in  the  Sentiment 
therein  expressed  &  wish  to  see  this  important  Branch  of  Jurispru- 
dence established  on  a  permanent  &  aeceptable  Footing  we  do 
recommend  the  Petition  to  your  special  Attention  &  wi£h  you  to 
convey  to  the  Hon*  Congress  our  concurrent  Desires  on  this 
important  subject. 

I  am  Gentlemen 

with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Regard 

Your  Obed*  Hbb^l  Serv** 

Council  Chamber,  May  20^  1779. 

JHrectedj 
To  Delegates  of  Pennsy*- 


T.  Leaking  k  Q.  Hekby  to  Pkes.  Keed,  1779. 
8ir^ 

The  inclosed  IPetition  we  apprehend  to  be  of  die  utmost  Con-* 
secniaice  to  the  PubHck  as  well  a«  Individuals,  altho  there  ave  now 
a  Number  of  Vessels  in  this  Port  very  snitable  for  Privateers,  and 
many  of  which  their  owfters  would  wish  to  fit  out  as  snoh,  yet  are 
discouraged  from  it,  until  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  be  established 
on  a  more  regular  Foundation,  we  therefore  pray  that  Council  will 
please  to  recommend  to  the  D^egates  of  this  State  to  move  for  the 
Consideration  of  it  in  Congress  as  soon  as  Business  of  greater 
Importance  will  possibly  admit. 
We  have  the  Honour  to  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  &  most  Hbb'l  Serv«> 

THO'S  LEAMING. 
GEORGE  HENRY.f 
Philadelphia,  May  20tb,  1779. 

Directed, 
To  His  Excellency  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  788-petition  not  found, 
t  See  CoL  Boo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  783. 
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Pbbs.  Bexd  to  Col,  Pbociob,  1779. 

In  Councili 


ia,  Haj  20th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  duly  receiyed  your  Fayonr  by  Mr.  Brown,  &  am  sorry  to  learm 
that  the  Oentlemen  of  yoor  Corps  are  dissatisfied  aftev  the  very  io- 
dalgent  Notice  which  has  been  taken  of  them  by  eyery  Branch  of 
Government.  I  fear  snob  Sentiments  will  lead  to  an  Apprehension 
that  they  are  not  to  be  long  satisfied  &  occasion  an  Indifference  to 
do  it  at  all.  Ton  observe  they  are  jealous  &  discontented — we  are 
sorry  for  i\j  bat  should  be  much  more  so  if  they  had  jvat  I'oitBdar 
tion.  We  should  have  hoped  that  the  Ease  they  have  enjoyed  for 
near  12  Months  with  their  Families  &  Friends  would  have  inclined 
them  to  have  borne  patiently  some  Deficiencies  which  in  the  present 
state  of  Things  is  unavoidable.  The  other  Regiments  who  have 
been  out  on  the  Frontiers  or  in  Camp  we  think  would  tax  us  with 
Injustice  &  Partiality  if  we  gave  a  Preference  to  you  who  have  been 
taken  last  on  the  Line,  for  I  assure  you  there  are  many  Officers  in 
Gamp  who  have  never  had  any  Cloaths  from  the  State  St  who  do  not 
make  Appearances  sufficiently  decent  to  appear  on  the  Parade. 

We  sbonld  >be  happy  if  we  had  Cloaths  for  yon  all,  as  it  would 
relieve  us  from  much  Importunity  &  Complaint,  but  that  you  who 
have  just  left  the  City  &  know  the  Difficulties  &  Ezpence  of  procur- 
ing these  Thin^  should  be  so  urgent  shows  that  yon  do  not  suffi- 
ciently attend  to  the  Wants  and  Necessities  of  the  Country.  We 
cannot  create  Cloth  &  other  Necessaries,  &  hope  you  will  not  give 
us  Cause  to  repent  our  putting  the  Assembly  on  Measures  so  favour- 
able to  you.  Instead  of  such  incessant  Application  we  should  be 
glad  to  see  a  Spirit  of  GScoQomy  &  Fruptlity  more  universally  preva- 
knt  in  all  Banks,  ae  well  nuliuury  as  oivil^  as  it  will  be  impossible 
otherwise  to  carry  on  the  War. 

I  have  said  this  much  in  the  general,  but  when  I  consider  that 
contrary  to  my  general  Practice  of  never  yieldiug  to  Importunity,  I 
once  told  you  tmit  if  after  considering  it  your  Officers  chose  to  tale 
their  Proportion  of  the  Cfoth  then  in  the  Store  they  mieht  do  iL 
But  at  the  same  Time  informing  that  it  was  Cloth  which  had  been 
dyed  &  not  of  the  firat  Quality,  &  that  as  they  were  goiog  into  the 
Woods  it  might  be  better  to  postpone  it.  I  say  after  mentioning 
lixeae  Things  &  hearing  no  more  afterward  till  your  Letter,  what 
could  be  eoncluded  but  that  they  were  satisfied  to  wait  till  better 
Cloth  should  arrive  &  they  should  return  to  a  Country  where  a 
handsome  Appearance  would  be  more  desirable.  However  if  they 
really  desire  it  we  shall  not  object  to  doing  by  them  what  we  did 
lately  by  Coi  Hartleys,  viz.,  to  send  12  Suits  of  the  Cloth  here  such 
as  it  is. — For  there  is  nothing  we  more  anxiously  wish  than  that 
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equal  Justice  be  done  to  all,  &  we  hope  the  Gentlemen  will  dismiss 
all  saoh  ill  grounded  Apprehensions,  &  be  assared  that  nothing  gives 
ns  more  Pleasare  than  to  ezecate  the  Measures  proposed  for  their 
Belief. 

I  am  Sir,  wiih  Esteem, 

your  most  obed.  h  very  Hble  serr. 

To  Colonel  Thomas  Proctor. 


NoTxoi  ov  OouNoiL  TO  Offiobrs  RBSPBomra  Ehbaboo^ 

1779. 

Sir, 

The  Council  have  issued  a  proclamation  this  day,  revoking  and 
annulling  the  Embargo  on  shipping,  of  which  you  will  please  to  take 
notice  and  govern  your  proceeding  accordingly. 

Hay  20,  1779. 

Dirtcied. 

To  F.  Phyle,  Esq%  &  also  to  Officers  commanding  at  Billingsport 
&  Mud  island. 


Pbbs.  Rebd  to  Board  op  War,  1779. 

In  Goonoilp  Philad%  May  20%  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Tour  favour  of  this  Day*  has  been  laid  before  the  Councily  and  with 
Bespect  to  the  Escort  of  the  Stores  from  the  Susquehanna  we  beg 
Leave  to  observe  that  Gen'  Sullivan  must  have  misapprehended  the 
Disposition  of  our  Troops.  We  sometime  a|;o  ordered  250  Militia  to 
march  to  the  Relief  of  the  Frontiers  of  Westmoreland  h  Bedford— 
of  these  a  Part  only  has  proceeded,  Difficulties  having  arisen  with 
Regard  to  the  Residue,  which  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  obviate ; 
but  it  is  not  practicable  for  us  to  alter  their  Destination  without 

fiving  just  &  general  Discontent  to  the  distressed  People  in  those 
'arts.  We  presume  he  must  mean  the  5  Companies  of  Rangers, 
but  these  are  not  com  pleated  or  in  any  Respect  so  organized  ft 
provided  as  to  march  on  immediate  Duty — ^besides  they  are  scattered 

*  See  page  421. 
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that  it  wonld  be  ft  Work  of  maoh  Time^  Diffioulty  &  Ezpenoe  to 
collect  tbem  for  this  Parpoee.  A  Member  of  out  Boardy  who  has 
lately  been  at  Sanbury,  &  is  perfectly  aoqaainted  with  the  Circum- 
Btaooes  of  that  Coftntryy  is  of  Opinion  that  the  Stores  may  go  in 
perfect  Safety  from  the  Enemy  as  far  as  Sunbury,  where  Qea^ 
Hand  is  posted,  as  Gen^  Washington  informs  nsy  for  the  ptirpose  of 
forwarding  Stores.  We  wonld  also  beg  LesTe  to  inform  yon  that 
nnder  the  Q*  Master's  Orders  7  Companies  of  Men  have  been 
raised  on  the  great  Pay  of  120  Doll.  ^  month,  1}  Ration  ^  Day, 
&  a  Snit  of  Cloaths — this  liberal  Allowance  has  !n  a  Manner 
destroyed  all  ordinary  [recruiting  in  that  County ;  they  are  to  be 
employed  as  Battoemen,  but  being  regularly  eulisted'  k  arranged  in 
Companies,  we  sbould  hope  that  with  proper  Caution  to  the  Officers 
they  might  take  Charge  of  these  Stores  k  proceed  to  Sunbury.  But 
as  the  Terms  of  Law  cannot  be  complied  with,  k  the  State  of  the 
Country  in  point  of  Tillage  requires  the  utmost  Attention,  we  do 
not  think  it  will  be  practicable  to  procure  Militia  in  any  season  for 
the  Business.  We  find  the  keeping  the  Militia  at  Lebanon  k  Lan- 
caster so  long  has  had  unhappy  Effects  on  the  minds  of  the  People, 
k  has  produced  several  bad  Consequences  in  that  Service. 

With  Respect  to  the  Waggons  we  assure  you  this  is  the  first 
Intimation  we  have  had  that  any  were  wanted ;  we  shall  allways 
give  every  Aid  k  Support  in  our  Power — ^but  you  must  be  sensible 
that  when  Laws  are  provided  to  regulate  any  species  of  publick 
Duty  that  the  Terms  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  When  the  Q* 
Master  last  Week  made  a  regular  Application  to  us  in  less  than 
half  an  Hour  he  had  the  necessary  Orders  from  us ;  &  a  nmilar 
Attention  will  be  paid  in  future,  allwavs  presuming  that  as  this 
Service  is  very  burthensome,  k  especially  at  this  Season  of  the 
Year  that  the  Department  will  make  its  utmost  Exertions  before  )t 
calls  for  collateral  Aid.  We  are  informed  that  there  are  Numbers 
of  Waggons  at  Lebanon,  Pottsgrove,  Estherton,  &  some  at  other 
Places,  which  were  lately  unemployed.  We  do  not  know  the 
Arrangement  of  the  Department,  k  therefore  do  not  mention  this 
as  importing  any  Blame  on  any  Person  or  Officer ;  they  may  be 
removed  for  some  special  Service,  but  while  they  are  unemployed 
the  People  will  think  it  hard  to  be  forced  from  their  Farms. 

As  to  the  Forage  when  we  eonrider  the  Consumption  of  it  in 
many  Instances,  k  the  great  Allowances  made  to  the  Troops  by 
some  Df  Q*  Masters,  we  cannot  be  surprized  at  the  Failure.  If  our 
Information  is  sent  from  Lancaster,  a  few  such  Regiments  of  Horse 
would  exhaust  the  Country.  A  stricter  Economy  is  indispensible 
to  reconcile  the  People  to  necessary  Expenditures. 

I  am  Gent. 

Your  Obed.  Hbl.  Ser. 

P.  S.  Our  Officers  at  the  Fort  on  an  oeconomical  Principle 
have  requested  the  Loan  of  a  4  pounder  which  we  beg  you  to 
indulge  them  with  nntill  ours  come  from  IjanoMter— to  b«  delivered 
to  Gapt.  MoGinley. 
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Prbs.  Reed  to  Col.  B.  McOalebtbb,  1779. 

PhiW.,  May  21, 1779. 

Sir, 

Having  aoBwered  your  Favour  of  the  9**  Inst*  very  fully,*  little 
remains  bat  to  acknowledge  your  second  Letter  of  the  14**^  In8t*,f  & 
to  express  our  Concern  as  well  for  thef  unfavourable  appearances  of 
the  Grain  as  the  Consequences  which  are  deduced  from  it  We 
have  considered  both  the  Letters  with  the  attention  they  deserve, 
but  cannot  find  any  Powers  lodged  with  us  to  dispense  with  the 
Laws  of  the  State  in  favour  of  one  County.  Our  Duty  appears 
very  clear  &  plain,  viz :  to  call  for  the  Execution  of  the  Iaws,  &  if 
those  who  are  to  receive  the  Benefit  of  Law  &  Government  upon 
Obedience,  we  have  discharged  our  Duty,  &  they  must  stand  tax- 
awerable  to  their  Country  &  suffering  Friends  for  all  Consequences. 
We  should  be  sorry  the  good  People  of  your  County  should  trouble 
themselves  with  preparing  Petitions  to  us  to  dispense  with  their 
mustering,  as  a  very  little  Reflection  must  show  them  that  it  is  not 
in  our  Power  to  grant  any  such  Indulgence,  &  we  are  very  well 
persuaded  the  Assembly  will  not  do  it,  as  other  Counties  may.  justlr 
claim  the  like  Favour,  or  would  think  it  hard  to  have  paid  Obedi- 
ence to  a  Law  from  which  yon  would  be  exempt.  We  much  lament 
the  early  Countenance  given  to  this  reluctant  spirit,  &  hoped,  after 
what  had  passed,  that  a  clear  &  rigorous  Execution  of  the  Law 
would  have  taken  Place,  as  we  are  fully  satisfied,  &  we  think  you 
must  be  so  too,  that  temporizing  &  yielding  to  the  first  Innova- 
tions has  laid  the  Foundations  of  all  this  Irregularity  &  Weakness, 
&  we  most  sincerely  wish  that  you  had  adopted  the  Principle  on 
which  we  act,  viz  :  to  follow  the  Laws  &  abide  the  Consequences. 
.  That  the  Fine  will  be  levied  &  collected  sooner  or  later  we  cannot 
doubt,  the  other  Part  of  the  State  will  never  permit  one  County  to 
exempt  itself  from  tho  publick  Burthens,  while  it  partakes  of  the 
Benefits  of  Government,  &  therefore  it  would  be  well  to  consider 
whether  a  cheerful  Obedience  will  not  be  a  wiser  Course.  But  we 
despair  of  obtaining  this,  if  the  Gentlemen  of  Influence  do  not 
exert  themselves  &  set  the  Consequences  forth  in  a  proper  Manner. 
In  the  mean  Time  we  must,  in  Justice  to  ourselves,  inform  our 
unhappy  Brethern  of  the  Frontiers  that  we  had,  in  due  Course  of 
Law,  called  for  assistance  to  them,  &  done  every  Thing  in  our 
Power  to  procure  it,  but  that  York  County  setting  the  Example  of 
Disobedience,  &  having  no  Regard  to  their  Distresses,  declined  the 
Support  required,  &  left  them  to  fall  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Enemy. 
Lancaster,  we  are  informed,  had  actually  prepared  to  march  when 
the  account  from  York  reached  them,  on  which,  aotwithstandina  the 
fullness  of  the  Muster  &  their  Prefaration,  they  now  hang  ba<^. 

*  8ae  pages  867,  414.  f  See  page  401. 
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As  to  the  raising  Cotnpanies  we  bave  not  Anthority  to  make  aii;^ 
mxch  CorapositioD  for  Nob  Complianoe  with  the  Law,  &  we  have  had 
too  mnch  Experience  of  the  Fallaoy  of  sach  Engagement  to  depend 
upon  that  Mode  producing  better  Men  than  the  other ;  we  know 
that  on  such  Occasions  any  Men  are  taken.  With  Reroeot  to  your 
Offer  of  Resignation^  again  repeated,  we  beg  you  to  reflect  upon  the 
State  of  Affidrs,  &  what  Respect  a  Sacrifice  would  have  of  enforciiHP 
Laws  which  have  been  n^Iected.  Our  Ideas  are  that  the  Pilot 
should  carry  the  Ship  thro'  the  storm  before  he  gives  up  the  Helm. 
When  Vigour  &  Energy  are  restored  to  the  Service,  &  the  Militia 
Law  put  on  the  same  Footing  as  in  other  Counties,  we  shall  not 
press  a  Continuance  in  the  Office  if  disagreeable  to  you,  but  we 
cannot  see  any  Prospect  of  resting  Things  to  the  State,  we  wish  to 
see  them,  but  by  firm  A  spirited  Conduct  on  your  Part,  aided  by 
the  Whigs  &  Friends  to  the  Government  around  you.  We  wish 
you  to  make  the  Experiment.  Mr.  Thompson  now  going  Home 
for  a  short  Time,  we  have  requested  him  to  spend  some  Time  in 
the  Gountyi  &  to  him  must  refer  yoq  for  farther  advice^  &c.| 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obcd. 

&  very  h'ble  serv't 
^IHrectedf 
.     To  Colonel  Richard  H^Callisterp  Lieutenant  of  York  County. 


Pbks.  Reed  to  Maj.  Gek.  Sullivan,  1779. 

In  Council^  Pbilad., 

May  21, 1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  11*^  Inst.*  came  to  Handthe  15%  &  has  been 
considered  with  the  Attention  it  deserves.  The  Term,  impremngf 
at  first  led  us  into  some  Difficulties,  &  has  been  the  prinoipai  Beason 
why  an  immediate  Awnser  was  not  given.  By  the  Laws  of  the 
Statcy  which  have  been  in  this  Bespect  found  very  salutary,  the 
Waggon  Service  is  formed  into  a  regular  System  somewhat  resembling 
the  Militia  Waggon  Masters  appointed  in  each  County,  subordinate 
to  a  Waggon  Master  Gen^,  who  receives  his  Orders  from  this  Board. 
.  From  hence  has  proceeded  a  Begularity  of  Duty  less  burthensome  to 
the  People  &  more  effectual  to  the  Service.  Former  Powers  given  to 
the  Military  &  to  the  Q'  Masters  having  been  in  some  Instances  mis- 
used, they  have  been  retrenched  by  Degrees,  so  that  little  now  remainr 
with  them  but  to  make  Application,  in  which  Case  the  Authority  of 
this  Board  has  always  been  readily  given.    We  are  sensible  that  Cases 

♦  See  page  898. 
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foskj  huppen  when  the  sending  tons  for  Powers  will  be  attended 
with  InooBTenienoe ;  but  this  is  ode  of  the  Gons^qaenoes  whieh  haa 
flowed  from  Abases  of  ConfidenoOi  &  can  now  only  be  remedied  by 
Poresight  &  Care  in  the  Application,  &  Dispatch  in  the  BSzecntioii. 
•>^Wben,  therefore,  we  received  yonr  Favour  requesting  Powers  to 
the  D^"  Q'  Master  to  impress,  we  fonnd  ourselves  embarras'd  with  the 
Difficulty  of  complying  with  the  Law,  &  at  the  same  Time  answering 
yoxit  Bzpeotations.  But  M'  Pettit,  Assist  Q.  M.  Qt\  exnkined  it  to 
to  us  as  only  a  Mistake  of  Expression,  &  having  since  made  an  Appli- 
oatian  in  Form,  we  have  &  shall  do  every  Thing  in  our  Power  without 
distressing  the  Country  too  much,  to  call  forth  a  sufficiency  of  Waggons 
for  the  Transportation  of  the  Stores,  &o. — But  we  cannot  help  dis- 
dosing  our  Wishes  that  the  Q'  Masters  had  on  this  Occasion,  k 
would  in  future  by  a  proper  Forecast  enable  ns  to  make  a  seasonable 
Provision ;  for  it  cannot  be  expected  that  where  the  Forms  of  Law 
are  to  be  complied  with,  &  Waegons  collected  from  various  Quarters, 
:that  immediate  &  instant  Supply  can  be  procured  on  the  Notice  of  a 
few  Hqurs. — ^As  to  any  extraordinary  Powers  to  be  vested  in  the  ]> 
Q'  Masters,  it  is  so  repugnant  to  the  general  Sense  of  the  People, 
k  of  the  Assembly's  expressed  in  several  late  Laws,  that  we  cannot 
think  of  it  but  in  Case  of  the  last  Necessity — &  even  then  we  are 
sorry  to  say  w»  cannot  repose.  Confidence  sufficient  in  the  D^^  Q' 
Master  of  that  County,  or  any  of  his  Assistants,  to  clothe  thenv 
with  discretional  Authority  in  this  Matter.  We  have  for  above  a  Tear 
past  advised  the  Oentlemen  at  the  Head  of  the  Department 
of  this  Difficulty,  &  that  at  some  Day  or  another  they  would 
experience  the  bad  Effects  of  it — they  are  therefore  now  responsible 
for  any  Obstructions  which  may  arise  on  this  Score.  We  have 
great  Reason  to  fear  that  should  we  attempt  it,  instead  of  promoting 
the  Service  it  would  have  a  contrary  Effect,  the  Prejudices,  whether 
well  or  ill  founded,  being  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  removed  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  Service.  Indeed,  for  this  Purpose  it  is  Matter  of 
Concern  to  us  that  the  Oentlemen  of  the  Department  should  expect 
it  from  us  after  seeing  the  printed  Journal  of  Congress  of  the  23' 
Jan^  last  respecting  this  Gentleman  3  &  we  personally  knew  that 
the  whole  Influence  of  his  Department  has  been  invariably  employed 
to  disgrace  and  overturn  this  Govemm^  Confidence  lost  by  a 
Series  of  improper  &  irregular  Conduct  can  only  be  restored  by  a 
Series  of  contrary  Conduct — and  tho',  as  on  former  Occasions,  it  may 
be  thought  and  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  &  yourself 
that  the  Necessity  of  the  Service  would  now  require  a  Waiving  of 
any  Objections  from  us,  we  beg  Leave  to  assure  you,  that  in  oar 
Opinion  the  publick  Service  will  be  best  promoted  by  depending 
wholly  on  those  who  do  enjoy  the  Favour  &  Confidence  of  the 
Country,  as  in  Governments  founded  immediately  on  the  Authority 
of  the  People,  tho'  Exertions  of  Power  may  answer  an  occasional 
Purpose,  they  leave  Weakness  k  Disgust  behind.  In  the  present 
Exigencyi  thereforoi  we  bmre  endeavouted  to  obviate  the  Difficolty 
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ft  adraooB  the  Servioe  by  eatrasfciag  the  disoretiooal  PoWer  with . 
joviVBdli.  But  as  it  is  not  to  bo  prasomed  that  jou  oan  have  bo 
perfect  an  Acquaintance  with  the  Goantry  &  the  State  of  Things  as 
may  be  necessary  to  form  a  Jadgment,  in  all  Cases,  of  the  £xtent 
of  its  Capacity  &  Exertions,  we  hav^e  directed  the  Waggon  Master 
of  the  County  of  Northampton  to  attend  you  when  yon  shall  call 
for  him,  &  if  it  should  be  necessary  for  you  to  draw  any  Assistance 
from  Berks  &  Bucks  County,  &  you  thmk  proper  to  avail  yourself 
of  the  Knowledge  of  the  Waggon  Masters  of  those  Counties,  they 
will  also  wait  upon  you.  Several  good  Conaequenoes  may  result 
from  this  Condescension,  as  you  will  have  an  Opp^  to  make  them 
sensible  of  the  Necessity  of  exerting  themselves,  &  feeling  the  Duty 
thus  immediately  imposed  without  the  Intervention  of  o'  Persons 
with  whom  they  do  not  accord,  they  will  be  induced  to  yield  a 
m<Mne  oheerful  Obedience.  And  we  flatter  outselvea  that  sheuld  you 
have  Opp'  or  Occasion  to  consult  with  any  of  the  Members  of  Assem- 
bly, or  any  other  Peisoas  of  Weight  &  Influeace  in  the  County^  they 
wUl  readily  use  it  to  advance  your  Wishes  &  the  Oood^  of  the  Sisrvice. 
For  be  aasuredy  Siri  nothing  would  give  us  more  Pleasure  than 
to  see  the  Expedition  go  forward  with  Alacrity,  &  your  Exertions 
terminate  in  the  good  of  the  Country  &  your  own  Honour.  It  being 
Qur  determined  Resolution  to  ^ve  you  every  Aasbtanoe  in  our  Power. 
In  the  mean  Time  the  exhausted  State  of  the  Country,  the  great 
Supplies  drawn  from  this  State  for  the  Waggon  Service  to  the 
Continental  Armyi  the  Invasion  of  the  Enemy,  the  Disaffeetion  of 
too  many  amoi^  us,  &  the  Disgust  arising  from  the  Irregularitiee 
of  the  Staff  Officers  in  many  Instancesi^  £e  necessary  Pillar  of  tho: 
Gountrf,  are  CireomstaBees  that  will  plead  strongly  with  you.  to 
make  all  candid  Allowances,  &  favour  the  Inhabitants  as  much  as 
poesiblai  not  depending  too  implicitly  on  the  Representations  of 
Persons,  who  soanetimes  for  their  own  Base,  &  sometimes  from  other 
MotiveS|Call  for  Assislamoe  without  making  any  necessary  Exertione 
themselves,  &  unwilling  to  take  the  Covse  presoribed  by  Law,  and 
seeking  to  do  without  it.  All  necessary  Deilcimicies  we  shall  mos^ 
ohearfully  and  readily  supply ;  &  being  Uws  prolix  Uiat  being  fully 
possessed  of  our  Sentiments  k  Views,  a  mntuid  Confidence  may  coft« 
tinue,  from  whieh  the  £ucest  Proapeet  of  Soooess  will  arise. 
With  the  most  sineere  Wishes  for  your  Suooees,  &  much  Respect^ 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Serv. 

JOS.  REED. 

P.  S.—- We  have  requested  M'  Pettit  te  giye  us  the  specific  Number 
of  Waggons  that  we  might  apportion  them  in  the  adjoining  Countiesi 
bttt  he  does  not  think  himself  authorized  or  enabled  to  do  it,  we 
have  therefare  concluded  to  furnish  you  with  sundry  blank  Warrants 
to  be  used  occasionally,  &  tho^  we  are  really  conoemM  to  burthen 
you  with  so  inferior  a  Duty  we  have  not  been  able  to  devise  any  other 
Mode  so  effectual ;  in  this  View  you  will  please  to  consider  &  excuse 
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it  M'  Morgan  the  D*»  Q'  Master  of  Berks  Gonntji  will,  we  doobt 
not,  give  you  any  Informaticm  &  Aaaiatanoe  in  his  Power  &  may  be 
folly  depended  upon. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honble.  Major  Gen^  Sullivan. 


pRES.  Reed  to  Col.  Archibald  Lochrt,  1779. 

Phil.  May  21, 1779. 
Sir, 

Tonr  favour  of  the  Ist  Inst."*^  would  have  been  answered  immedi* 
ately  if  the  Express  had  not  on  delivering  it  withdrawn  himself  so 
that  we  have  never  been  able  to  discover  him  sinee.  His  Anxiety 
to  receive  a  Sum  of  Money  for  his  Services  the  Inst,  of  his  Arrival' 
&  without  any  Sort  of  Ace*  having  been  check' d — the  he  was  at  the 
same  Time  told  that  he  would  be  considered  before  he  left  Town 
may  probably  have  disgusted  him,  delayed  your  Letters  and  the' 
Money  &  put  us  to  the  Expenoe  of  procuring  a  special  Messenger. 
It  is  a  constant  Practice  for  those  who  employ  these  People  to  agree 
with  them  for  their  Servioes  &  we  would  recommend  it  to  you  in 
future  least  the  same  Accident  may  happen  again,  as  we  cannot 
judge  sufficiently  of  the  Value  of  their  Services.  I  now  proceed  to 
answer  your  Favour  particularly. 

With  Bespect  to  the  Inhabitants  being  put  under  Pay  &  Bations 
by  a  Vote  of  the  County  we  oonfess  we  do  not  perfectly  understand 
it  nor  who  is  to  provide  them.  It  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the 
Continental  Commissary  will  victual  the  County  out  of  the  pnblick 
Stores  &  we  have  no  soeh  Authority  nor  the  Means  of  executing  it. 
We  therefore  suppose  it  can  only  mean  such  as  are  called  out  into 
sotual  Service  in  the  Militia.  These  doubtless  will  be  intitled  but 
we  Bee  no  Possibility  of  extend'  it  farther  as  every  County  may  in 
Kke  Manner  order  itself  under  Pay  &  Rations  when  the  Calamities 
of  the  County  are  great — we  oannot  therefore  till  we  understand  it 
more  perfectly  say  anything  farther  on  this  Point. 

It  has  been  no  small  Mortification  &  Disappoint*  to  us  that  not- 
withstand'we  gave  all  the  proper  Orders  &  made  the  necessary  Pro- 
vision for  the  Militia  of  Cumberland  York  &  Lancaster  amounting 
to  200  Men  to  march  to  Bedford  ft  Westmoreland  to  relieve  the 
people  there  while  they  put  in  their  Spring  Crops,  such  has  been 
the  Aversion  of  the  People  to  the  Service  &  such  I)elay8  have  been 
effected  as  afford  a  melancholy  Proof  of  the  Decline  of  publick  Spirit 
^  even  of  Attention  to  the  Duties  of  Humanity.    An  unhappy  Inno* 

*  See  po^e  863. 
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▼ftiion  of  the  Militia  Law  in  York  Gonoty  sometime  ago  lias  degeo^ 
rated  into  a  Disregard  of  it  in  the  present  Instance  &  must  end  in  a 
total  Subversion  of  it  in  that  Gouaty  if  the  other  Parts  iA  the  State 
do  not  exert  themselves  to  enfaree  a  like  Submission  to  the  Laws 
there  as  elsewhere.  The  Lieutenant  of  the  County  finding  as  we 
suppose  hn  Duty  diffioult  has  desired  to  resign  whieh  we  have  not 
complied  with  ^t  present  as  his  tcmperislng  on  former  occasions  has 
greatly  contributed  to  bringing  Things  into  thdr  present  State.  Be 
assured  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  by  us  on  the  Ocoasion-^aa 
finding  the  Militia  ^  the  lower  Counties  in  such  a  Temper  we  wrote 
to  Oen>  Washington  to  entreat  him  to  spare  a  few  Men  from  Fort 
Pitt— I  also  have  wrot^  to  the  Purpose  to  Col.  Broadhead  the  com- 
manding Officer  there  requesting  him  to  give  all  the  Assistance  poesi* 
ble.  The  General  has  signified  to  ns  bis  great  Concern  for  your 
Situation  but  seems  to  think  the  Weakness  of  the  Garrison  at  Fort 
Pitt  will  prevent  any  Detachments  from  that  Post — Col.  Broadhead 
has  given  as  assurance  of  his  Disposition  to  do  evei^  Thing  in  his 
Power  consistent  with  his  Orders. 

In  this  View  of  Things  your  raising  the  Two  Companies  is  quite- 
satisfaotoiy  to  us  &  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  they  are  ^Uy  com  pleat. - 
As  they  appear  to  have  originated  from  Oen^  Mcintosh's  Letter  we 
presented  it  to  the  Board  of  War  with  a  View  to  obtain  a  Confirma* 
tion  from  them  &  Commissions  in  which  Case  the  Charge  will  fall 
npon  the  United  States  whereas  otherwise  it  will  be  a  particular 
Charge.  We  have  not  yet  had  the  Answer  but  as  soon  as  we  receive 
it  shall  endeavour  to  forward  up  the  Commissions.  In  the  mean 
Time  we  have  by  this  Opp^  sent  Dollars  a  part  of  which  if 

necessary  is  to  be  applied  to  the  raising  Capt.  Irwincs  Company  of 
Rangers.  We  would  wish  yon  allways  to  keep  in  Mind  that  whenever 
Congress  has  adopted  a  Measure  of  this  kind  it  is  our  Interest  to 
pursue  that  reserving  our  own  Strength  to  supply  Deficiencies. 
We  shall  therefore  be  glad  to  be  assured  that  the  raising  the  5  Com- 
(mniee  of  Rangers  agreed  to  by  Congress  is  considered  as  the  first 
Service  to  be  performed.  When  that  is  completed  the  next  Atten* 
tion  will  be  to  these  Companies  so  as  to  have  them  in  the  best  possi- 
ble Order,  but  if  they  are  thus  raised  ft  provided  at  publick  Expenoe 
either  of  the  Continent  or  Stato  it  will  follow  that  should  the  publiok 
Service  require  it  they  must  co-operate  in  any  £xpedition  or  offen- 
sive Measure  for  the  Security^  of  the  Frontiers  &  not  confine  themr 
selves  merely  to  the  Stationary  Defence  of  a  single  County.  You 
will  therefore  be  particular  in  the  Bzpenditure  of  the  Money  keeping 
a  proper  Account  of  ite  Application  &  applying  your  Force  in  the  first 
Place  to  completo  Irwines  Company.  Should  it  happen  that  any  Acci- 
dent should  befal  him  or  any  of  his  Officers  decline  the  Service  we 
authorize  you  to  appoint  others  &  shall  commission  them  according- 
ly.— We  do  not  see  the  Necessity  of  a  Major  for  the  two  Companies, 
&  tho  we  doubt  not  the  Qentlemans  Merit  it  is  so  unusual  that  it  is 
liable  to  the  Conatruolion  of  making  an  Office  for  a  Man  &  not 
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providing  Men  for  Offioee.  We  do  not  know  what  is  meant  by  the 
kemaimkr  of  the  Quota  of  Anna  from  Gooncil  as  we  have  not  dia- 
tribttted  any  Arms  to  any  of  the  Oounttes.-— We  are  at  a  Loss  also 
to  oonoeive  bow  the  pnbliok  Arms  shondd  have  fallen  into  the 
Bnomy's  Hands  for  tho  the  Ooanty  may  have  suffered  temporary 
Inourstons  the  Enemy  oonld  never  have  had  snch  a  Possession  as  to 
destroy  any  Quantity  of  Annt.  We  should  be  glad  of  farther 
Information  &  will  do  every  Thing  b  our  Power  to  give  the  neces- 
sary Relief  in  this  as  well  as  other  Articles.  But  we  would  wish 
you  &  the.othOT  Gentleman  to  bear  in  Mind  that  Calamity  &  Distress 
is  not  oonfined  to  the  Frontiers  we  have  a  powerful  Force  on  the  Sea 
Coast  oooasionally  falling  upon  difierent  Part%  of  it  ft  committ&ng  all 
Manner  of  RavaeCs-^There  is  a  great  Searoity  of  Bread  ft  almost  a 
total  Cessation  of  foreign  Trade,  the  Money  has  also  depreciated  to 
an  astonishing  Degree  which  added  to  the  real  Scarcity  of  these  Ar* 
tides  we  formerly  bad  in  Plenty  puts  it  out  of  our  Power  to  make 
ihat  Provision  for  you  or  ourselves  whidi  was  formeriy  to  be  done. 
If  therefore  in  any  Respect  we  fall  short  of  your  Ezpeotations  be 
assured  it  is  not  because  we  want  the  Will  but  the  Power  to  do 
every  thing  that  is  reasonable  as  nothing  could  give  vs  greater 
Pleasure  than  to  see  Safety  Peaoe  ft  Plenty  once  mora  restmd  to 
this  Country. 

lam  Sir 

Your  Obed.  ft  very 

Hble  Servt 


Wm.  Murbay  to  Council,  1779. 

To  his  Bxoell^  the  President  ft  the  Honourable  Council  of  y* 
,       Commonwelth  of  Penaelvenia. 

Tour  Subscriber  most  Humbly  begs  that  your  Excellency  and 
the  Honourable  Council  will  be  pleased  to  inlarge  the  Quantity  of 
Provisions  allowed  for  Stores  from  this  State  for  the  Sloop  Expert* 
ment  to  as  great  a  quantity  as  they  Can  without  Distressing  their 
People.  Tour  Subscriber  has  Ten  in  family  Which  he  proposes  to 
remove  to  the  Continent,  and  begs  Provisions  for  their  eubsiscance 
^n  their  passage,  ft  Your  Subscriber  begs  leave  with  due  respect  to 
Subscribe  himself 

Tour  Most  Ob«.  ft 

Very  H.  Serv*. 

WM.  MURRAY.* 
May  21st,  1779. 

His  Excellency  President  Read. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.9  Vol.  XIL,  p.  2. 
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John  Knox,  &c.,  to  Council,  1779. 

To  the  Hon'ble  Exeontiye  Council. 

Qentlemen, 

The  CompABy^  that  yon  gave  Permissioii  to.Swepe  the  River 
Deleware  have  got  up  and  Landed  Five  Cannon  Nine  Pounders  and 
One  Anchor  between  7  and  8  Hundred  w^  Aa  it  is  attended  with 
great  Expense  your  very  Humble  Servant  would  be  glad  to  know 
weather  you  want  the  samOi  as  their  has  been  Severals  after  the 
Them. 

Sign'd  in  behalf  of  the  whole 

JOHN  KNOX. 

May  21st,  1779. 


Ghas.  Petth  A.  Q.  M.  G.,  to  Pbbs.  Bsbd  1779. 

Philadelphia,  21at  May,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  morning  received  a  Letter  from  the  Quarter  Mastef 
Ocneral,  by  Express,  desiring  me  to  apply  to  your  Excellency  A  the 
Council  for  an  Order  to  the  state  Waggon  Masters  to  furnish  Wag* 
ffons  to  aid  the  Quarter  Master's  department  in  transporting  the 
Baggage  &  Stores  of  the  Army  under  the  command  of  General 
Sullivan.  I  am  informed  General  Sullivan  applied  to  your  Exoel- 
knoy  on  this  Subject  by  Letter  some  days  ago,  but  that,  from  his 
not  being  acquainted  with  the  Laws  of  the  State,  he  worded  his  ap- 
plication in  such  manner  as  to  be  understood  to  request  a  genend 
authority  to  impress  Teams,  but  this  matter  has  since  been  explained 
to  him.f 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  assertain  the  number  of  Teams  which 
will  be  wanted  on  this  occauon )  1  should  therefore  suppose  it  best 
to  give  a  general  Order  to  the  Waggon  Masters  to  furnish  so  many 
as  shall  be  required  by  Oeneral  Sullivan,  or  Col.  Hooper,  the  D.  Q. 
M.  Oen'l,  whichever  the  Council  shall  be  pleased  to  confide  in  :  Or, 
if  this  should  be  thought  too  great  a  Trust,  the  number  may  be 
limited  beyond  which  they  may  not  go,  and  in  either  case  no  more 
will  be  called  for  than  the  service  shall  require. 

«  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  1  and  2.         f  ^^  P*S««  ^88,  431^^9. 
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The  aid  of  tbe  State  seems  to  be  eBsentially  necessary  to  the 
movement  of  this  army,  and  the  expediting  of  the  business  is  of  so 
moch  importance  that  I  am  persnaded  I  need  not  ni^e  reasons  to 
indnoe  the  Council  to  give  it  dispatch,  especially  as  the  mistake  in 
making  the  first  application  has  already  lost  us  some  time  in  it. 

It  may  be  that  the  County  of  Nortnampton  cannot  conveniently 
furnish  the  requisite  number  of  Teame,  I  would  therefore  request 
that  similar  orders  be  issued  to  the  Waggon  Mastevs  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Countiesi  especially  Bucks  and  Berks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect 

Sir  yon  most  obedient 

hnm'l  Servant 

CHAS.  PETTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  Gen.* 

Dirededj 

To  His  Ezcellenoy  Jos.  Beed|  Esq',  president  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  Rekd  to  Thos,  Scott,  1779, 

Dear  Shr, 

Your  Favours  of  the  9thf  k  of  the  26th  April  are  both  before  me,  & 
would  have  been  sooner  answered  but  fbr  Want  of  Opp^,  the  Person 
who  broueht  them  having  disappeared  ever  since.  You  may  be 
assured  that  we  sincerely  sympathise  with  you  in  the  distressing 
State  of  your  Affairs,  &  shall  cheerfully  give  you  all  the  Aid  &  As- 
sistance in  our  Power.  It  has  been  very  mortifying  to  us  to  see  so 
Yidble  a  Decline  of  the  publick  Spirit  &  Aniraatioii  which  distin- 

Eiished  the  State  formerly.  And  tho'  some  may  ascribe  it  to  a 
isUke  of  the  Government  &  other  local  Circumstancesi  I  think  it 
may  vwy  naturally  be  aooounted  for  from  those  Principles  whioh 
operate  on  human  Nature  in  other  Cases ;  the  Mind  long  employed 
on  one  Subject  grows  weary,  &  when  Calamity  &  Distress  is  added 
for  any  oonstderable  Time,  it  naturally  seeks  for  Ease  &  Relief. 
Our  true  Wisdom  in  such  Gases  is  not  to  strain  Things  too  far,  but 
take  what  we  can  get,  least  the  Bow  too  long  bent  instead  of  retain* 
ing  its  Elasticity  should  break.  In  order  to  give  the  Frontiers  some 
Belief,  k  at  the  same  Time  avoid  pressing  too  hard  upon  the  inte- 
rior Goun^es,  we  ordered  out  250  Militia  last  Aprfl  to  march  imme- 
diately  to  Bedford  &  Westmoreland,  but  even  this,  either  from  real 
Inability,  which  can  hardly  be  supposed,  or  from  real  Aversion  to 

«  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol  XIL,  p.  2. 
t  See  CjI.  Rcc,  Vol.  XL,  p.  773. 
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the  Service,  has  been  only  in  part  complied  with.  It  is  mortifying 
in  two  Respects,  first,  As  it  shews  a  Want  of  Attention  to  our  su^ 
fering  Friends  on  the  Frontiers,  &  secondly,  as  it  discovers  a  Weak- 
ness in  the  government.  It  would  have  a  very  happy  Effect  if  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  back  Counties,  as  Times  &  Circumstances  admit, 
would  signify  to  them  their  Sense  of  being  thus  left,  when  Authority 
in  its  proper  Course  had  been  used.  Conviction  of  Error  arising 
from  Reason  &  Judgment  is  much  more  forcible  among  a  free  ft 
sensible  People  than  any.  strained  or  violent  Exertions  of  Power, 
even  tho'  they  should  effect  a  particular  Purpose.  We  have  wrote 
to  M'  Lochry,  approving  of  the  Measure  of  raising  the  two  Com- 
panies referred  to  also  in  your  Letter,  but  as  Genl.  Mcintosh's  Let- 
ter lays  a  very  reasonable  Foundation  to  put  the  Expense  on  Con- 
gress, we  have  been  endeavouring  to  procure  some  Confirmation,  or 
at  least  such  a  Reference  to  his  Powers  as  may  enable  us  to  transfer 
the  Expence,  which  will  be  heavy,  from  this  State  individually. 
This  not  being  yet  done,  we  would  wish  the  first  Exertions  may  be 
made  to  fill  Capt  Irwin's  Company,  which  is  fixed  on  Continental 
Establishment,  ft  then  to  organise  the  others  so  as  to  make  them 
most  effectual.  But  we  would  wish  to  impress  you  ft  Col.  Loehrj 
fully  with  the  Idea  that  the  Officers  ft  Men  should  understand  then- 
selves  bound  to  co-operate  in  any  Measure  for  the  Defence  ft  Seen- 
rity  of  the  Frontiers  generally,  ft  not  as  we  fear  is  too  much  the 
Case  suppose  themselves  confined  to  a  particular  County;  this  is  aoi 
only  necessary  for  the  Purpose  of  getting  them  paid  in  Continental 
Service,  but  is  reasonable  whether  they  are  provided  by  the  State  or 
the  Continent,  for  tho'  upon  this  Occasion  the  Necessity  of  the  Case 
has  induced  us  to  adopt  the  Measure,  yet  you  will  easily  see  that 
Consequences  may  fiow  from  this  Mode  of  raising  Troops  ft  incur- 
ring publick  Expence,  that  common  Prudence  would  direct  us  to 
make  it  as  safe.  &  palatable  as  possible.  With  Respect  to  the  third 
Company  we  would  wish  to  see  Capt.  Irwin's  first  completed,  as  we 
feel  anxious  to  have  those  Companies  ^irly  on  foot.  Upon  the 
whole,  you  may  rely  upon  every  Exertion  in  our  Power,  ft  when  we 
fail  you  must  impute  it  to  a  Want  of  Power,  not  of  Inclination. 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  present,  viz.,  the  Vice  Presid.,  Mr. 
Mackey,  CoL  Smith,  ft  Col.  Orndt,  present  you  their  Respects,  ft 
we  hope  as  soon  as  your  private  Affairs  will  permit  you  will  take 
your  Place  among  us. 

I  am^  with  much  Regard  ft  Esteemi 

Sir,  Your  most  Obed. 

ft  ^erj  Hbble  Serv., 

JOS.  REED,  President. 
PhiUd.,  May  22d,  1779. 
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Bbsolution  of  Cokg&bss,  1779. 

In  CoDgroBS^  May  22, 1779. 

Resolved. 

That  all  continental  officers  who  are  or  may  be  exchanged  and  not 
oontinaed  in  the  service  be,  after  such  exchange,  considered  as 
supernumerary  officers,  and  entitled  to  the  pay  provided  by  a  Reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  November  last. 

November  24;  1778. 

Whereas  from  the  alteration  of  the  establishment  and  other  causeSy 
many  valuable  officers  have  and  may  be  omitted  in  the  new  arrange- 
ment|  as  being  supernumerary!  who  from  their  conduct  and  services 
are  entitled  to  the  honourable  notice  of  Congress  and  to  a  suitable 
provision  until  they  can  return  to  civil  life  with  advantage  : 

Resolved  therefore,  That  Congress  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
faithful  services  of  snch  officers,  and  that  all  supernumerary  officers 
be  entitled  to  one  year's  pay  of  their  commissions  respectively,  to  be 
eomputed  from  the  time  such  offioen  had  leave  of  absenoe  limn  the 
oommander  in  chief  on  this  account ;  and  Congress  do  earnestly  re- 
commend to  the  several  states  to  which  such  officers  belong  to  make 
such  further  provision  for  them  as  their  respective  circumstances 
and  merits  entitle  them  to. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary.* 


Bbsolution  of  Congrbss,  1779« 

In  Congress,  22d  May,  1779. 

Resolved, 

That  ther  Resolutions  of  Congress  passed  on  the  8th  day  of  March 
last,  relative  to  the  Controul  of  Congress  by  Appeal  in  the  last  re- 
sort over  all  jurisdictions  for  deciding  the  Legality  of  Captures  on 
the  high  Seas,  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  several  States,  & 
that  they  be  respectively  requested  to  take  effectual  measures  for 
conforming  therewith. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Scc'y.f 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  8,  6— handbilL 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XXL,  p.  8,  C 
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Jno.  Ca&son  to  PRisiDEirc  Bbsd,  1779. 

Carlisk.  Hay  24tb.  1779. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  an  order  from  the  Ezeontive  CouDcili  I  have  drawn 
on  Mr.  Saijaint,  C.  M.  Stores,  at  the  Publick  works,  for  two  Hun- 
dred &  fifty  Rifles,  to  have  them  repaired  under  my  direction.  I 
have  deposited  a  number  of  them  in  y  bands  of  Gunsmiths  for  that 
purpose ;  one  hundred  I  took  to  Lancaster.  There  will  be,  I  ezpect| 
a  sufficient  number  of  the  Guns  repaired  in  two  weeks  to  arm  all  the 
Bangers  that  will  be  got— from  what  I  can  learn  there  is  about  sixty 
of  them  Enlisted ;  they  will  be  with  Me  in  a  few  days  for  arms. 
The  Arms  I  drew  from  Mr.  Sarjaint  were  in  very  bad  order,  most 
of  them  wants  Locks,  k  a  great  many  Stocks  &  Locks.  I  purchased 
one  hundred  locks  in  Lancaster  &  was  obliged  to  pay  Twenty  dollars 
each  for  them ;  the  Expenoe  attending  the  repairing  the  guns  will 
be  very  great. 

I  have  as  yet  been  able  to  pay  the  demands  of  the  workmeUi  but 
jny  Cash  is  almost  rnn  short. 

I  would  be  glad  you  would  send  Me,  by  the  first  safe  Conveyance, 
Eight  Thousand  dollars ;  if  that  proves  insnfficient/.shall  draw  on 
you  for  more ;  there  was  not  enough  Rifles  at  the  works  out  of  Order 
to  oompleat  my  demand,  but  have  engag'd  repaired  ones  if  wanted. 
I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  obed*  & 
Very  h'ble  Serv*. 

JNO.  CARSON.* 


Fbbsibsnt  Rbed  to  Board  of  Wab,  1779* 

In  Council. 

May  24th,  1779. 
Oentlemeni 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  upper  Part  of  Lancaster  &  Cumberland 
being  resolved  to  defend  themselves  against  the  Inroads  of  the  Enemy, 
have  requested  a  Supply  of  Ammunition,  as  we  can  entirely  depend 
upon  the  Persons  to  whose  Care  we  commit  it.  We  have  ^mished 
them  Powder  but  have  not  Lead  equivalent,  we  should  therefore  be 
mueh  obliged  to  your  Board  to  accommodate  us  with  1500'^  of  Leady 
which  we  will  return  as  soon  as  in  our  Power. 

We  are,  Oentlemeni  respectfully, 

Tour  obed*  H'bble  Serv*. 

The  Hon.,  the  Board  of  War. 

*  See  GoL  Beo.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  8. 
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Samxtsl  Huktbr  to  Pabsibekt  Kebd^  1779. 

Fort  Augusta,  26th  May,  1779. 
Sir, 

Tours  of  the  5  th*  tnst.  t  Beceived,  and  likewise  .the  ten  Thousand 
Dollars  sent  for  the  Recruiting  Service.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you 
that  we  come  but  poor  speed  in  Raiseing  this  Company  of  Rangers 
for  nine  Months,  and  all  Owing  to  a  number  of  People  that  has  Got 
appointments  to  Recrute  for  the  Boat  Service,  and  the  Qenerality  of 
them  inhabitants  of  this  County,  so  that  the  Officer  I  appointed 
stands  no  chancCi  as  them  that  Engages  in  the  Boat  Service  is  to 
Receive  one  Hundred  &  twenty  Dollars  ^  Month  &  a  Ration  &  a 
half  ^  Day  for  five  Months. 

I  appointed  Captain  Thomas  Kemplen  to  Command  this  Company 
of  nine  months  men,  which  I  hope  you  will  Commission  and  date  it 
the  seventh  inst.  I  had  appointed  two  others  for  Lieutenants  which 
I  thought  wou'd  serve,  but  none  of  them  would  Except  of  their 
appointments,  and  all  Owing  to  the  Reasons  above  mentioned.  Cap* 
Kemplen  has  enlisted  fourteen  men,  and  got  them  attested ;  there 
has  been  no  Mischief  done  in  this  County  since  the  17th  Ins*,  that 
there  was  a  family  Consisting  of  four  persons,  kill'd  and  scalped, 
about  twenty  seven  Miles  above  this,  on  the  North  Branch,  Opisit 
to  Fort  Jenkins;  suppose  there  is  Indians  seen  every  day  one 
place  or  other  on  our  Frontiers;  but  what  few  inhabitants  has  Re- 
mained above  this  is  assembled  in  small  Bodys  and  keeps  together 
for  their  owen  safety,  as  there  is  very  little  farming  going  on  in  this 
part  of  the  Country ;  the  inhabitants  of  this  County  is  very  much 
encouraged  seeing  the  preparations  maketng  for  this  Expedition 
against  the  Savaees.  Yesterday  theris  was  tw^ve  large  Boats  loaded 
with  Provisions  left  this  for  Wyoming,  Escorted  by  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  Continental  Soldiers. 

I  am,  S',  with  due  Esteem, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humb*  Ser?*, 

SAML.  HUNTER,  Lieu«  N.  0. 
To  hb  Exeeleney^  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*. 

•  See  page  876, 
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BbSOLUTION  of  CONQRBBSy  1779, 

In  Congress,  26th  Ma7^1779. 

BtoeUedoy^  tbe  Presidetit  <tf  the  Bute,  haying  suggested  that 
some  Gentlemen  had  signified  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  pre- 
senting the  said  petition. 

Resolved  unanimously, 

That  Congress  will  at  all  times  cheerfully  receive  the  sentiments 
of  their  constituents  upon  every  important  matter  which  may  become 
the  Subject  of  their  Deliberation. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y.* 


Obk.  John  Sullivan  to  Pbbsident  Rbkd,  1779. 

Easton,  May  26, 1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  obliging  favor  of  the  2lBt  Instant,f 
Inclosing  three  Blank  warrants  for  Teams,  Waggons  &c.,  I  am 
Ezceedinglv  Sorry  that  I  made  use  of  the  term  Impremng  in  my 
Letter  of  the  11*^^  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  proceeded 
only  from  my  Ignorance  of  the  mode  your  Oovemment  had  adopted 
for  Supply.  I  am  fully  of  opinion  that  the  mode  pointed  out  by 
your  Executive  Councill  will  in  the  General  best  promote  the 
publick  Service  k  had  I  Even  a  Doubt  upon  my  mind  your 
Reasoning  upon  the  Subject  must  have  removed  it  1  beg  Sir  that 
you  &  the  Executive  Councill  will  please  to  accept  my  Sincere 
thanks  for  the  Trust  reposed  in  me  &  that  you  will  rest  assured  that 
no  abuse  of  the  power  shall  take  place.  As  I  probably  may  stand 
in  need  of  much  assistance  from  the  Executive  Cfouncil  of  your  State 
I  shall  endeavor  to  make  proper  applications  in  full  Confidence  of  a 
Compliance  with  every  reasonable  request  ft  should  I  at  any  time 
Through  Ignorance  of  the  measures  you  have  adopted  request  assist- 
ance in  a  way  which  your  Laws  will  not  warrant  youivill  please  to 
excuse  it  k  grant  the  aid  in  Such  way  as  your  Laws  may  pmnt  out 
&  your  wisdom  may  Direct  I  shall  ever  stand  ready  to  account 
with  your  Councill  for  the  use  of  every  power  entrusted  to  me  hj 
them  &  will  in  every  instance  endeavor  to  Comply  with  what  appears 
to  be  their  wish  &  shall  be  Thankful  for  every  advice  w^hich  the 

•  Bee  page  i22.  f  See  page  427.  %  Bee  page  888. 
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Coanoill  or  any  of  its  memben  will  please  to  Commimicate.    I 
have  the  Honor  to  be  most"' 

Directed^ 

On  Publick  Service. 

His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Bead  Esq'  president  of  the  Coanoill  of 
Pensylvania  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Proctok  to  President  Bebd«  1779. 

Easton^  May  27th,  1779, 
Sir, 

I  am  press'd  exceedingly  by  the  Officers  of  my  Regiment  to  make 
their  wants  known  to  your  Ezcellancy  such  are  their  necessities  that 
many  of  them  have  no  other  Cloathing  to  appear  on  Duty  &c.|  bat 
such  plain  Cloaths  as  they  had  laid  aside  when  they  Joined  the 
Service  and  what  adds  to  their  misfortune  that  the  Jersey  Officers 
with  whome  the  necessarily  do  duty  with,  are  well  provided  with 
every  necessary  of  Cloathing,  and  given  by  their  State.  I  do  not 
by  mentioning  these  matters  in  the  least  degree  think  you  would 
withhold  the  Cloathing  granted  for  the  gentlemen  of  my  Beffiment 
but  forward  the  same  by  every  suitable  means  having  but  Occular 
demonstration  of  Cloaths  being  in  the  State  Store  cut  out  for 
Officers  and  our  wants  as  Craving  as  others  and  Knowing  of  other 
Officers  being  supplied,  after  our  application,  gave  room  for  some 
Jealousies  I  hope  your  Ezcellancy  will  be  pleased  to  Consider  the 
promises  and  so  far  as  His  Just  in  proportion  with  other  Troops  of 
the  State  to  order  Cloathing  to  be  Issued  for  the  Corps  of  Artillery 
I  wish  your  Ezcellancy  every  Fellicity  tftid  remain 

Honoured  Sir 

Your  Ob.  Servant 

THO-.  PROCTER 

Col.  P.  Artaieiy.f 

P.  S.  Lieutenant  Webster  waits  on  your  Ezcellancy  and  should 
be  proud  of  your  Answer. 

Directed f 

His  Ezcellancy  Jos.  Reed  Esq^  Philadelphia. 

♦  Autograpb,  &c.,  ctit  off.    See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  9. 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Tol.  XII.,  p.  9. 
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Gjoy.  P.  Hbkbt  ov  YiBaxKu  to  Pbbs.  Bkxd,  1779. 

W"burgh  May  27th,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  BeaoluiipD  of  the  general  aasembly  which  I  have  the  Honor 
to  transmit  herewith,  folly  expreraes  their  sense  on  the  Subject  of 
negociating  the  boundary  Line  between  your  State  &  this. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient  Servanti 

P.  HBNBY.* 

IXreciedf 

On  Pnblio  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  R^,  Preaident  of  the  EzecutiTe  Council 
of  Pennsylvania. 


In  the  House  of  Delegates  May  the  20th,  1779. 

Resolved  that  the  Qovemor  be  desired  to  inform  the  Commis- 
Bioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  Pensylvania  to  adjust  the  Boundary 
between  that  and  this  State,  that  this  Assembly  will  proceed  to 
nominate  Commissioners  for  the  same  Purpose;  to  signify  that  the 
Place  appointed  by  them  is  agreable;  but  to  desire  that  such 
meeting  may  be  postponed  until  the  Assembly  shall  have  risen,  of 
which  Notice  shall  be  given  them. 

Teste. 

B.  RANDOLPH  0.  H.  D. 

May  21st,  1779. 
Agiroed  to  by  the  Senate. 

J.  BEOKLBT.  0.  8. 

A  Qopy.    John  Beckley  C.  S. 

*  See  Col.  IJeo.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  16. 
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McClsnachait  &  IfiWiH  TO  PftBS.  Bbeb,  1779; 

^  Phaada,  27th  May,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  hereby  take  the  liberty  of  acqnaintiDg  your  Exoellenoy  that 
'  notwithstanding  we  have  been  constantly  employed  in  endeavoaring 
to  collect  the  subscriptions  for  fitting  out  the  State  Ship  we  hare  not 
been  able  to  collect  above  £20,000. 

We  have  advanced  on  aoco*  of  the  Ship  £35,000  and  imagine  her 
I^lla  unpaid  amount  to  £25,000,  therefore  request  your  Excellency 
wUl  give  us  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  £40,000  which  we  wiU 
aci^ount  with  you  for  in  the  course  of  ten  days,  when  we  expect  to 
have  the  whole  of  the  Ships  acco**  settled. 

We  are  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 

^  *  moat  obd*  Serv^, 

MoCLBNACHAN  A  mWIN.* 

DtrecUdf 

His  Excellency  Job.  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
pylvaaia. 


Board  of  War  to  Prksidbnt  Bbeb,  1779. 

War  Office,  May  28, 1779. 
"Sir, 

By  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  81st  July,  1777,  a  Plan  was  recom- 
mended  to  the  respective  States  for  recruiting  the  Army  by  dividing 
each  State  into  Districts  &  appointing  a  Person  in  each  District  to 
recruit  Men  &  this  Person  was  also  to  receive  Deserters  &  he  was  to 
be  allowed  by  the  Oovemment  of  the  State  five  Dollars  for  every 
such  Deserter.  By  Besolve  of  Oct.  17,  77,  the  Reward  was  raised 
to  ten  Dollars  &  {§*^'  "  for  every'Mile  between^the  Place  in  which  the 
Deserter  may  be  taken  k  to  which  he  may  be  conveyed.''  The  Pre- 
mium &  Mileage  to  be  Stop'd  out  of  the  Deserter's  Pay.  This  is 
the  last  Resolve  oti  the  subject.  In  the  last  Section  General  Wash- 
ington is  directed  to  send  Officers  to  receive  the  Recruits — these 
Officers  were  to  receive  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Powers.  Money 
to  pay  for  the  Deserters  delivered  them  by  the  Persons  appointed  in 
the  Districts  &  to  account  with  the  Executive  Authorities  of  the  re- 


aocouuii  wisa  Lue  juxeouiive  a.ui 
♦See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  17. 
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Bpeotive  States  for  the  EzpeDditares.  The  GoTernments  were  to 
draw  upon  CoDerefls  for  the  Monies  Aimbhed  on  this  aoc^  The 
Board  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  under  the  Spirit  of  this  Resolve 
the  Conncil  may  if  they  think  proper  take  temporary  Measures  in  the 
Way  they  think  most  expedient  for  the  Payment  of  Premiums  to 
Persons  taking  up  Deserters  &  the  United  States  will  be  bound  by 
that  Resolve  to  pay  the  Premium  &  Mileage  finally  to  the  State. 
We  think  at  the  present  Value  of  Money  the  Sum  agreed  to  be  paid 
by  Congress  is  muoh  too  low  &  therefore  we  wish  to  recommend  to 
them  an  Augmentation  &  endeavour  to  trace  out  some  better  Plan 
for  the  Payment.  Meantime  if  Council  should  offer  a  larger  Pre- 
mium &  Congress  should  hereafter  agree  that  the  Sum  to  be  paid  by 
the  United  States  should  be  enoreued  we  oonoeive  that  it  will  hie 
equitable  that  the  State  should  be  allowed  the  encreased  Sum  if  they 
shall  even  «nder  their  own  Aet  pay  to  the  Amount  thereof. 

On  examining  the  Resolve  of  the  17  Oof,  77,  we  peroeive  a  Re« 
oommendation  to  the  States  to  make  Provision  for  the  Pnnishment 
of  Persons  Harbouring  Deserters  or  baying  Arms  &o.,  from  the 
Soldiers — We  know  not  whether  Pennsilvania  has  passed  a  Law  on 
this  Subject.  We  are  too  frequently  informed  of  the  Loss  of  the 
Supplies  by  the  Villainy  of  the  Soldiers  &  we  beg  Oonndl  will  be 
pleased,  if  no  Provision  is  already  made,  to  lay  the  Matter  before  the 
Assembly  at  their  next  Meeting  that  they  may  be  pleased  to  fall  upon 
a  Mode  of  punishing  Delinquents  in  this  parUeular;  &  thereby  put  a 
Stop  to  the  Enormity. 

We  are  Sir, 

very  respectfully 

your  very  obed.  Servants, 

RICHARD  PBTBRS^ 

By  Order* 

DtrecUdf 

On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  Sup.  Ex.  Comml 
of  Pennsilvania. 

WarOffioo> 
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Oalbb  Davis  to  CoimoiLy  177d. 

ClieBter  County,  28*  May,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  a  letter  from  the  Honourable  Oeorge  Bryan,  Esq.,  Tioe 
President  of  the  Sapreme  Ezeontive  Council  of  this  Common  Wealth 
requesting  me  to  Transmit  an  Account  To  you  of  the  Justices  in  this 
County  &c.|  The  following  therefore  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the 
persons  mentioned  In  the  several  Commissions  of  the  peace  Issued 
einco  the  Revolution  with  such  distinction  as  bis  Honour  requested 
to  be  .made,  Viz*. 

Ilrst  baao  Davis,  Sworn  ^iulo  OflioeA  smoe  Deceased. 
2^  Evan  Evans,  Swom 

.8*  James  Moofe,  Dilto. 

4^  Benjamin  Bartholomew,  DiHo. 

5  John  Maokey,  a  Member  of  ConncU. 

6  William  Gibbons,  not  Qoalified  &  out  of  County. 

7  Joshua  Evans,  refused  to  Qualify. 

8  Isaac  Pearson^  Ditto. 

9  Dan  Griffith,       Sworn. 

10  Patterson  Bell,    Ditto. 

11  John  Hannum,  Affirmed. 

12  Robert  Smith,      Ditto. 

13  Phillip  Scott,  Sworn. 

14  Thomas  Taylor,    Affirmed. 

15  Tfiomas  <]lheyney,    Ditto. 

16  ThomasLevici,         Ditto. 

17  Thomas  Boyd,  Sworn  into  Office  &  sinoe  Deceased. 

18  Robert  Ralston,  refused  to  Qualify. 

19  John  Hart,  never  Qualifyed  &  out  of  County. 

20  Richard  Reyley,  refused  to  Qualify. 

21  William  Evans,     Sworn. 

22  William  Clingan,    Ditto. 

Elections  have  been  held  in  every  District  but  there  is  no  Justices 
in  the  three  following  Districts,  To  wit,  first  Chester  Upper  and 
Lower  Chichesters  Aston  Bethel  &  Middletown,  2'  Darby  Radnor  & 
Haverford,  8'  Newtown,  East  Town  Willistown  &  Goshen. 

I  am  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  ob*  Serv* 

CALEB  DAVIS. 

Directed. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Secret'y  of  Council;  Philadelphia. 
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Fjmcpv  Wn.  H«Liip)AY  &0.,  'T^  <}9j79cn,  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  Presideat  and  Gonncil. 

The  Ipdians  beipg  now  in  the  County  the  frontier  Inhabitants 
beinff  Qenerallj  fled,  leaves  the  few  that  Remains  in  such  a  distree'd 
Condition  that  Pen  ean  hardly  Describe^  nor  yonr  Honors  can  only 
)have  a  faint  Idea  of,  nor  oan  it  be  Conoeiy'd  properly  by  any  but 
Buoh  as  are  the  subjects  thereof,  Bat  while  we  safi^r  ib  ^e  part  of 
the  Connty  that  is  most  frontier,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Interior  part 
d  this  County  live  at  ease  and  safety. 

And  we  hnmbly  conceive  that  by  some  immediate  Instniction  from 
Council,  to  call  them  that  are  less  £zposed  to  our  Relief  we  shall  be 
able  under  Ood  to  Repulse  our  Enemies  and  put  it  in -the  power  of 
the  ^stressed  Inhabitantsto  reap  the  fruits  of  their  Industry.  There- 
•fore  we  humbly  pnry  you  would  grant  us  such  Relief  in  the  premises 
*as  you  in  your  wisdom  see  Meet.  And  your  Petitioners  shall 
pray  &c. 

JAMES  MARTIN,  S.  L*. 

N.  B.  There  is  a  Q^antitv  of  Load  at  the  Mines  in  this  County, 
Council  may  procure  for  the  use  of  said  County  which  will  save 
Carriage  &  supply  our  wants  with  that  Article  which  we  cannot  e^cist 
without  at  this  Place,  &  oar  Flints  is  altogether  Expended  therefoipe 
•we  beg  Council  would  furnish  us  with  those  necessaries  as  they  in 
their  Wisdom  sees  Cause. 

WILLIAM  HOLLIDAT,  P.  M. 
THOMAS  €K>0LTBR,  SberifF, 
RICHARD  J.  DELAPT,  Capt, 
SAM  DAVIDSON, 

P.  8.  Please  to  anply  us  with  powder  to  answer  Lead. 
May  29th,  1779. 

Direetedj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  iReed,  jBsquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the.  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Favor  of  I 
iGd.  Smith,     j 
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Fbss.  Bbbd  *ro  Colonel  Martin,  m9^ 

In  Council. 

Philad%  May  29"»,  1779. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  by  CoL  Smith  la  duly  received,  &  we  sincerely 
aympathiae  with  you  in  the  distressing  State  of  your  Affairs.  We 
should  be  very  unhappy  if  we  could  charge  ourselves  with  omitting 
any  Thing  in  our  Power  for  your  Belief.  But  as  early  as  February 
last  the  President  went  to  Camp  to  concoct  Measures  with  Gen. 
Washington  for  your  Defence,  &  on  the  30th  March  Orders  were 
issued  to  the  Counties  of  York,  Cumberland,  &  Lancaster,  to  detach 
250  Militia  for  the  Support  of  Bedford  &  Westmorland.  It  waa 
with  great  Concern  we  found  their  Orders  so  aeasonably  issued,  and 
not  as  seasonably  complied  with.  The  first  Difficulty  occurred  in 
York  County,  where  it  gradually  increased,  &  ended  at  last  in 
Neglect  of  the  Order.  Lancaster  was  likely  to  have  complied  fully, 
but  finding  York  County  had  shrunk  back,  followed  the  Example. 
We  greatly  regret  their  Failures  of  publick  I)uty,  for  which  the 
Injury  to  the  Corps,  &  the  great  Distress  for  laboring  Hands,  &  Fear 
of  Famine,  are  assigned  as  Reasons,  how  just  &  sufficient  we  do 
not  sajr,  but  are  sorry  to  find  you  are  likely  to  suffer  so  much  by  it. 
We  have  communicated  the  Orders  &  the  Answers  we  have  re- 
'ceived  to  Col.  Smith,  who  will  be  able  to  give  you  a  more  full 
Account  We  have  now  done  every  Thing  you  have  requested  of 
ns;  inclosed  is  an  Order  from  Oen.  Boberdeau  for  500lb  Lead; 
1000  FUats  will  so  up  to  Carlisle  by  a  Waggon,  Mr.  Smith  baa 
pointed  out  to  us,  £  inclosed  you  have  an  Authority  to  call  out  such 
a  Number  of  Militia  aa  may  be  necessary  for  Defence,  on  an  Emer- 
gency. We  wish  you  to  believe  that  we  are  fully  determined  to 
give  you  all  the  Belief  &  Assistance  possible,  &  tho'  distant  from 
us,  we  shall  pay  an  unremitted  Attention  to  any  Thing  which 
concerns  the  Frontiers. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  due  Begard, 

your  obed.  h'ble  ser 

P.  S.  Mr.  Smith  carries  up  the  Commissions  for  your  Oiioera  of 
Militia. 

Directed^ 
To  Col.  Martin,  Sub  L«  of  the  County  of  Bedford.* 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  9. 
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Pbbs.  Rebd  to  Captain  Campbbll,  1779. 

In  Conneil. 

Philad-,  May  29th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  26  April,  but  not  dated  from  any  Plaee,  came 
safely  to  Hand.  Your  Request  iDcloeed  of  retaining  yoor  Rank, 
has  been  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  War,  &  tho'  we  have  not 
reoeived  their  Answer,  yet  the  like  Indulgence  haying  been  granted 
to  other  Officers,  will  no  Doubt  be  extended*  to  you  3  as  soon  as  we 
receive  a  formal  Answer  will  communicate  it,  in  the  mean  Time  we 
wish  you  to  proceed  in  the  Business  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  ft 
fill  up  your  Company.  We  have  complied  with  your  Requests  in 
forwarding  Money,  having  sent  herewith,  10,000  Dollars,  whioh 
will  be  delivered  you  by  Major  Boggs.  Mr.  Carver,  of  Carlisle, 
will  supply  the  Men  with  Arms,  &  as  they  are  Continental  Troops, 
the  Comm'  of  Military  Stores  will  furnish  the  Accoutrements,  Ac. 
Other  Articles  will,  we  expect,  be  furnished  by  the  Commissary, 
under  Gen.  Sullivan,  at  Sunbury,  when  the  Companies  are  to  march 
with  all  Expedition,  as  soon  as  compleated.  Be  assured  we  shall 
endeavour  to  have  every  Thing  done  in  out  Power  to  comply  with 
the  Engagements  of  Congress  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  obed.  h'ble. 

Phikd.,  May  29, 1779. 

Direetedf 
To  Capt  Thomas  Campbell. 


Prbs't  Bbbd  ^to  Gbk.  Wabhinoton,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  29th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Your  Excellence  Favour  of  the  Inst,  and  of  the  22**  (Circular) 
have  both  been  duly  received,  &  in  Answer  to  the  former  we  are 
happy  to  find  our  Explanations  have  been  so  satisfactory  &  agreeable. 
The  distressing  Complaints  from  tho  Frontiers  will  we  trust  greatly 
apologise  to  your  Exoell^  for  the  Anxiety  shown  in  our  Letters. 
But  as  we  hope  these  Calamities  will  ^soon  cease,  &  of  Course  we 

*  Not  found. 
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shall  not  be  ander  any  Neoearititj^of  troubling  you  with  further 
ApplicatioBB. 

Just  as  your  Excell^  Favour  of  the  22'  Inst,  arrived,  we  had 
sent  to  the  Press  a  Proclamatioa  in  very  cogent  Terms  for  appre- 
hending Deserters — one  of  which  we  inclose^  &  hope  the  Measure 
will  have  a  good  Effect  If  we  could  be  furnished  with  reoruitiuff 
Money  we  should  also  do  something  in  that  Way — ^tho  we  should 
be  glad  to  be  informed  ^so  far  as  might  be  proper)  of  the  Deficien- 
cies of  our  several  Regiments^  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of 
4he  Extent  of  our  Applications  &  Exertions,  for  we  beg  Leave  to 
assnce  your  ExceU;^  that  we  feel  the  Justice,  Propriety  &  Wisdom 
of -the  Observations  you  have  made,  &  shall  moat  heartily  endeavour 
to  4ttengthen  your  Hands  &  support  your  Measures  to  bring  our 
Affairs  to  a  happy  &  speedy  Issue. 

•  We  have  long  wished  to  see  the  Olothler  Department  so  managed 
as  to  give  more  general  Satisfaction.  Whether  the  present  System 
, will  do  so  we  cannot  say ;  but  itshall  have  our  furtherance  ft  Assist- 
ance ;  as  Mr.  Moore  is  continued  at  the  Head  of  it  we  sent  for  him 
this  Morning  &  he  informs  us  that  the  Resolve  of  the  28  March  is 
only  a  Part  of  the  System,  &  that  an  Appointment  of  the  State 
Olothler  who  is  to  reside  at  Gamp  will  at  this  time  be  unreason- 
able. 

We  have  the  Pleasure  of  informing  your  Exo(dl'  that  a  Spirit  of 
Reformation,  Attention  to  Finance  &  Restoration  of  lost  Credit 
seems  likely  to  prevail,  &  we  hope  the  I^ethargy  which  you  justly 
observe  has  seized  us.  will  soon  give  Place  to  animated  Exertions. 
For  we  cannot  but  believe  there  remains  a  Portion  of  that  Spirit 
which  distinguished  America  at  an  early  Day  sufficient  to  rekindle 
a  due  Attention  to  our  neglected  Duty  &  Interests.  W.e  have  A 
shall  endeavour  to  promote  such  a  Spirit^  &  the  Reflection  that  by 
BO  doing  we  shall  most  effectually  advance  your  Views  &  co-operate 
with  the  Army  is  not  one  of  the  least  encouraging. 

We  have  directed  Col.  Matlack,  Secretary  of  the  Board,  to  attend 
with  the  4  necessary  Papers  on  Gen.  Arnold's  Tryal;  &  beg  Leave 
to  introduce  him  to  your  Exo^^'  Regai^d  &  Notioe. 

I  am^  Sir, 

your  most  obed.  & 

very  Hble.  Serv. 
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J.  Wilkinson  to  Pres.  Rebd,  1779. 

Frederioksburgh,  May  SOtb,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  trespass  a  Moment  on  yonr  Ezeellency's  Time,  & 
bope  ftbe  ooeasion  will  justify  tbe  intrusion.  I  am  positively  in- 
formed that  Genl.  Arnold,  on  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  borrowed 
a  sum  of  Money  of  the  Commissaries,  Chandler  &  White,  which 
was  afterwards  discounted  on  a  Contract  for  Rum,  or  some  other 
Article,  with  Mr.  Constable,  and  I  thorefore^hink  it  may  be  neceih 
sary  to  examine  those  Gentlemen  on  the  Generals  Tryal,  touching 
this  Circumstance.  I  do  not  wish  to  convey  the  most  oblique  insinua- 
tion against  Mr.  Chandler  or  Mr.  White,  as  I  think  them  very  worthy 
Men,  nor  would  I  wish  this  channel  of  communication  to  be  promul- 

Eted  until  I  am  present  to  explain  &  vindicate  it.     I  hope  your 
Lcellency  will  excuse  a  liberty  prompted  by  a  Lave  of  Justice. 

I  am  with  the  highest  respect, 

your  ready  Servant, 

J.  WILKINSON.  _ 


Rkv,  W.  Rogers  to  Council,  1779. 

Phil%  May  31, 1779. 
May  it  please  the  Council. 

As  I  am  obliged  to  set  out  on  the  Morrow  to  join  my  Brigade  on 
^the  Indian  |£zpedition,  I  wisb  that  your  hon^>*  Board  would  be  so 
kind  as  to  Issue  an  Order  this  Day  in  my  Favor,  allowing  M"  Rogers 
in  Time  of  my  absence  to  Draw  of  M'  Crispin  One  half  of  the  Ra- 
tions of  Tea,  Sugar,  Coffee  &c..  To  which  by  the  Resolve  of  Assem- 
bly of  March  13%  myself  with  other  Officers  in  the  Penns*  Line  are 
Entituled.  As  I  shall  not  make  use  of  all  myself,  as  the  Tour  on 
which  I  am  going  is  Rather  Dangerous  &  the  Expences  attending  a 
Family  in  this  City  very  great,  I  hope  that  your  hon^**'  Board  will 
be  so  kind  as  to  grant  my  Request.  The  Doing  of  which  will  lay 
me  under  the  greatest  Obligations.'*' 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Gentlemeni 

yonr  most  Obed'  and  very  bumble  Serv*^ 

W.  ROGERS. 

J)ireciedf 
The  Hon^blci  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.,  Yol.  XII.,  p.  21. 
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Pbss.  Bxm  TO  Board  of  Wab,  17T9. 

In  Council  I 

Philadelphia^  May  3l8t,  1779. 

Oentlemeni 

Some  Time  in  September  last,  or  perhaps  a  little  sooner,  upon 
Information  respecting  one  Mr.  Seagrove,  jour  Hon.  Boaid  was 
directed  to  write  to  Mods.  Oirard  or  the  Count  D'Bstaing.  It  is 
deemed  necessary  on  the  Trial  of  Gen.  Arnold  to  shew  in  what  Light 
that  Person  was  considered.  You  will  therefore  please  to  direct 
your  Secretary  to  give  a  certified  Copy  of  the  Prooeedings  of  your 
}k>ard  in  that  Matter,  so  that  they  may  be  forwarded  to  morrow 
Morn*. 

We  are  informed  of  much  Disturbance  at  Reading,  between  the 
British  Prisoners,  k  the  Inhabitants,  &  fear  from  the  Temper  of  the 
People  there  some  Insult  may  be  offmd  them.  If  the  Board  ha?e 
not  Places  in  Contemplation  more  proper,  we  would  mention  to  them 
the  Towns  of  Cohansy  &  Salem,  in  West  Jersey,  as  very  proper 
Places  for  Prisoners,  being  out  of  the  ordinary  Line  of  Communici^ 
tion  with  the  Enemy. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  great 

Respect,  your  most  Obd. 


Genl.  Sullivan  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  Easton,  May  81, 1779. 

Bear  Sir, 

I  am  Informed  by  Mr*  Blaine  (Commissary)  That  the  Stores  on 
Susquehannah  have  no  Guards  to  secure  them ;  I  always  supposed 
that  the  ranging  Companies  from  your  State  would  pass  by  that  rout 
&  guard  the  stores  to  Wyoming.  I  must  Intreat  of  ^our  JBxoellenoy 
to  send  them  on  to  Easterton  if  they  are  Ready ;  if  the  whole  are 
not  prepared  to  march  I  wish  Such  as  can  possibly  march  may  be 
Sent  on.  Should  the  whole  fail  to  be  ready  at  this  time  I  must 
request  the  favor  of  your  Executive  Councill  to  order  out  a  number 
of  militia  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Sunbury  for  the  purpose,  as 
my  tSending  a  part  of  the  Troops  from  this  Quarter  must  be 
attended  with  the  most  Injurious  Delay  as  well  as  Fatigue  to  the 
Troops.  I  yesterday  returned  from  the  Great  Swamps ;  I  find  the 
Road  in  Such  forwardness  that  I  shall  march  the  army  for  Wyoming 
this  week.  I  have  already  Bent  on  five  hundred  men  to  Strengthen 
that  Garrison,  as  I  find  Col""  Butler  is  on  his  march  Downward  with 


PBNNSTLYANIA  ABCHIVBS  1779.  .451 

nine  hundred  men.  Aa  I  have  the  highest  Gonfidenoe  in  yonr 
Ezcellenoy  ft  the  Oounoil  of  jonr  State  affc^ng  me  Every  possible 
assistanoe,  I  have  no  Donbt  of  yon  adopting  Sach  measuxxss  as  will 
best  answer  the  purpose  in  view. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  most  Lively  Sentiments  of  Esteem, 

yonr  Eioellenoys  most  obedient  Servant, 

JN«  SULLIVAN. 
Directed^ 


(On  publick  Service.) 
Hi 


[is  Excellency  Joseph  Read,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  Genl.  Sollivan. 


GiOBas  Boss  to  Council,  1779. 

Gent, 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  informing  you  that  the  business  in 
.  the  Court  of  Admiralty  is  much  delayed  on  account  of  the  want  of  a 
'  Begister.^    I  have  for  some  time  been  obliged  to  transact  the  whole 
business.    Let  me  entreat  Council  to  take  the  matter  under  Con- 
sideration, make  the  appointment  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  with  respect 

Your  very  Hble*  Serv*, 

GEO.  BOSS. 

June  1**,  1779. 

'  Directed f 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq%  Pros'*,  and  the  Hon'ble  the 
Ezeomtive  Counoil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylv\ 

^  *  See  Col.  Eeo.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  14. 
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Mes.  Allen  to  Sbct'y  Matlage,  1779. 

Mrs.  Allen'a  Compliments  to  Mr.  Matlack  :  begs  leave  onoe  more 
to  remind  him  of  his  kind  promise  to  her,  in  speaking  to  Goansel 
with  regard  to  her  application  to  him  for  the  payment  of  the  money 
for  the  Lead  taken  from  her  House  for  the  use  of  the  Publick.  As 
she  is  obliged  at  present  to  pay  the  Taxes  for  last  year  it  will  be 
particularly  serviceable  if  he  can  let  her  know  the  proper  steps  that 
she  IB  to  take  for  the  immediate  payment  of  it 

Jane  the  1, 1779. 
Directedj 

To  Timothy  Matlack  Esq',  present. 


Qksu  St.  Clair  to  Pass^T  Bbed,  1779. 

Spring  Field;  Jnne  I'S  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  letter  accompanying  the  acconnts  of  the  Money 
issued  for  the  Recruiting  Service  came  to  Hand  on  the  Evening  of 
the  28th  nlto.,  and  as  we  marched  the  next  Morning  I  have  not  had 
it  in  my  Power  to  do  any  thing  respecting  them ;  as  soon,  however, 
as  we  have  any  leisure  they  shall  be  settled.  I  spoke  to  his  Exoel* 
lency  about  the  Independent  Companies.  •  He  does  not  think  it 
neoessary  to  give  any  Directions  about  them.  They  are  to  remain 
with  Spencer  nntill  the  Troops  join  upon  the  Susquehanah,  which 
may  have  occasioned  the  misunderstanding. 

iSnclosed  is  a  List  of  Officers  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Bw- 
ment  which  I  reo*  yesterday  from  head  Quarters.  The  GolcneliB 
wouldy  no  doubt,  wish  to  recommend,  and  I  shall  apply  to  them 
when  we  Halt  to  Night ;  in  the  mean  Time  I  thought  it  best  to 
acquaint  you  of  it,  as  I  doubt  Gent*  for  Ensigns  are  not  easily  got, 
and  several  of  the  Colonells  are*' absent — some  I  believe  in  PMla- 
delphia,  whom  of  Course  you  will  see. 

This  will  be  delivered  by  Colonell  Hubley,  who  is  now  on  his 
way  to  take  the  Eleventh  Regiment — ^the  Dispute  betwixt  him  and 
Colonell  Connor  having  been  settled  in  his  favour,  whereof  he  has  a 
Certificate  from  me,  which  I  hope  will  be  sufficient  to  procure  the 
Commission. 

The  Current  of  Intelligence  indicates  a  design  in  the  Enemy  upon 
the  Highlands.  We  are  marohine  to  watch  their  Motions,  and  I  am 
very  happy  to  inform  You  that  We  are  in  high  Health  and  8pirit8| 
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and  not  a  little  pleased  to  have  been  the  first  Part  of  the  anny 
ordered  to  take  the  Field. 

Please  to  present  my  best  Bespeots  to  Mrs.  and  Miss  Beed^  and 
believe  me  to  be  with  Esteem  and  Respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

A'  S*CLAIR. 
Directedj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsjlyania. 


Michael  Fabher  to  Coukoil,  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

The  Petition  of  Michael  Farmer  of  the  City  of  PhUadelphia,  Tobae- 
oonist. 

humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioner  has  had  a  long  time  on  hand  a  great  quantity 
of  manufactured  Tobacco  and  SnuflF,  for  which  in  the  present  time 
he  has  no  sale  to  the  great  Injury  &  detriment  of  himself  and  poor 
Wife  k  Children  having  no  other  means  of  Support  than  the  little 
Profits  of  his  Trade. 

Your  petitioner  is  desirous  to  go  with  the  same  to  New  England 
or  some  parts  of  these  United  States  in  order  to  vend  his  said 
Tobacco  &  Snuff  and  thereby  procure  Bread  for  his  family  and  to 
that  end  humbly  prayeth  to  grant  him  your  passport  And  your 
Petitioner  as  in  duty  &c. 

MICHAEL  FABMEB.* 
Philad.,  June  1st,  1779. 

hidortedj 

Petition,  Michael  Farmer. 

*  Bee  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p*  11. 
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Pres.  Rbbd  to  Board  of  War,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

I  send  you  tierewith  some  Papers  receiyed  from  Reading^-from 
these  &  other  Accounts  the  Consequences  of  keeping  the  Prisoners 
longer  there  will  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  Inhabitants  &  eventually 
injurious  to  the  States.  We  therefore  request  yon  would  take  the 
necessary  Steps  to  remove  them — ft  if  out  of  the  State  the  more 
agreeable. 

I  am  Gent.y 

Tour  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv«* 
In  t!oanoiI|  June  1, 1779. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Hon.ji  The  Board  of  War. 


Preb.  Bsed  to  Caft.  Jambs  MoiTTGOMBRTy  1779; 

In  Council, 

Philad%  June  2d;  1779. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  you  tlus  Morning  to  which  must  now  refer.  This  will  be 
delivered  you  by  Capt.  Tucker  Commander  of  the  Boston  Frigate 
under  whom  you  are  directed  to  act  for  three  Weeks  any  former 
Orders  notwithstanding.  At  the  Expiration  of  the  three  Weeks  you' 
are  either  to  return  within  the  Capes  or  keep  the  Sea  as  you  think 
best,  ft  as  your  Stores  ft  Necessaries  will  permit  on  no  Account  but 
in  case  of  the  most  absolute  Necessity  coming  into  Port.  We  shall 
forward  to  Lewis  Town  necessary  Stores.  It  gives  us  great  Pleasure 
to  hear  the  Ship  sails  so  well — and  as  it  will  greatly  redound  to 
your  Honour  ft  Advantage  as  well  as  of  the  State  to  make  a  Stroke 
on  the  Privateers  of  New  York  we  doubt  not  you  ft  all  on  board 
will  exert  yourselves  fully  ft  eflfectually  to  this  Purpose. 

Wishing  you  all  imaginaUe  Success 

I  remain  Sir  your  Obed.  H'bbl.  Serv* 

Directedf 
To  Capt.  James  Montgomery. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  18. 
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Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Col.  Samttbl  Hunter,  1779. 

In  Coanoily 

P-  June  2d,  1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  favour  of  26t1&  *Maj  by  M'  Martin  was  dulj  red'.  Tbe 
shortness  of  the  time  prevented  our  sending  M'  Kemplins  Gommis- 
mon  but  will  do  it  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  mean  time  must  request 
you  to  nominate  suitable  persons  for  Lieutenants  and  we  can  send* 
the  Commissions  altogether. 

I  was  always  apprehensive  that  boat  service  would  injure  these 
companies  and  wish  if  it  could  have  been  so  ordered  that  the  whole 
bad  been  put  under  the  same  general  direction.  However  as  it  is 
for  one  great  and  Common  service  we  hope  the  good  people  of  the 
county  will  exert  themselves  to  forward  the  measures  of  which  they 
are  to  reap  the  immediate  benefit.  We  trust  a  very  little  time  wiU 
remove  all  apprehensions.  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  letter  from 
General  Sullivan.  To  order  the  ranging  Companies  on  that  service  is 
impracticable  to  order  the  Militia  of  Lancaster  is  unnecessary  as 
there  can  be  no  danger  from  an  enemy  from  Middleton  to  Sun  bury. 
We  therefor  request  that  as  Lieutenant  of  the  County  you  will 
give  him  all  possible  aid  in  the  transportation  of  his  stores  and 
let  him  know  that  you  have  rec'  such  instructions  from  us.  If  the 
tituattoh  of  things  does  not  admit  your  giving  it,  we  think  you  bad 
better  inform  him  so  eandidly  and  whatever  orders  he  gives  as  to 
numbers  of  Guards  or  whatever  you  grant  keep  a  •  regular  account 
of  that  they  may  be  brought  as  proper  vouchera  to  support  ouf 
obarge  against  the  Continent. 

Yon  may  always  rely  upon  our  utmost  attention  to  ev^y  thing 
which  concerns  your  safety  and  hope  you  will  diffuse  a  spirit  of  Con* 
fidenoe  thro  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  which  they  will  soon 
aee  the  beneBcent  consequences. 

Our  affairs  in  this  quarter  seem  to  wear  a  most  favourable  aspect 
and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  Providence  will  so  far  fovour  us  in  a 
ahort  time  as  to  restore  us  the  blessings  of  peace  &  safety. 

I  send  you  enclosed  a  couple  of  late  News  papers  which  contain 
all  the  pubHck  news  we  have^  and  am  sir, 

your  ob'  and  very  humble  8^ 

J.  R.  P. 

Directed^ 

To  Colonel  Sam'I  Hunter. 

*  See  page  438. 
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Council  to  Boabd  of  War,  1779. 

dd  Jane,  1779. 
Gent, 

By  an  inolosnre  within  yonr  fiivoar  of  yesterdaj,  I  observe  that 
Mr.  John  Brooks'*'  of  York  Town,  atilea  himaelf  Town  Major.  The 
novelty  of  this  Character  took  the  attention  of  Council,  &  led  to 
some  inquiry.  Mr.  Hahn  of  that  place,  tells  us  that  the  appoint- 
ment was  made  during  the  residence  of  Congress,  ft  as  he  thinks 
your  board  there,  on  the  occasion  of  quartering  some  soldiers. 

It  was  thought  not  amiss  to  lay  this  information  before  you,  lest 
an  office,  now  perhaps  become  unnecessary,  should  be  continued 
under  the  apprehension  that  Mr.  Brooks  was  commissioned  by  the 
State  of  Pennsilvania. 

I  am,  ftc 

JDirecUdf 

To  the  Honourable  the  Board  of  War. 


pRKS.  Rbbd  to  Col.  Wm,  Henry,  &o.,  1779. 

Sir, 

An  Officer  from  the  Fort  just  now  delivered  me  the  indosed 
Letter.f  I  remember  last  Week,  Dr.  Hutchinson,  Mr.  Marsfaaili 
ft  Capt.  Peale,  spoke  to  me  about  giving  Directions  to  the  Officer 
at  the  Fort,  to  examine  the  Shallops  ft  small  Craft,  but  on  convers- 
ing with  them  they  appeared  satisfied  with  the  Reasons  given  ag^ 
stopping  them.  Never  bearing  any  Thing  more  about  it,  I  yester- 
day Morning  repeated  former  Orders  given  that  all  Sea  Vessels 
outward  bound  should  pass  freely,  &  all  Shallops  ft  small  Crafts  to 
pass  freely  both  up  &  down.  You  will  easily  perceive.  Sir,  that  these 
Directions  clashing  with  those  ment*  in  the  Letter,  ft  which  I  did  not 
know  till  this  morning,  will  embarras  the  officer.  I  trast  the  good 
Sense  ft  Virtue  of  the  Committee  will  show  them  [the]  ill  Oonse- 
quenoes  arising  therefrom.  £very  Gentleman  of  the  Oouncil  is  of 
the  same  Opinion  with  me,  that  as  the  Biver  upwards  is  quite  open  ft 
also  across,  that  the  stopping  Shallops  ft  Boats,  with  a  View  of  pre- 
venting Goods  going  out  of  Town,  will  be  inadequate  to  the  End. 
Besides  which,  the  Ammunition  fired  away  from  the  Fort  to  stop  these 
small  Vessels,  will  be  a  great  Expence  which  we  cannot  replace.  We 
have  had  formal  Remonstrances  from  the  Continental  Officers  on  the 
last  Subject  already.   But  the  great  Difficulty  still  remains,  which  we 

*  See  page  459.  f  Not  found. 
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tblnk  will  be  sorely  felt ;  I  mean  ttiat  the  People  of  the  Country; 
finding  it  diffioolt  to  take  out  of  Town  what  they  want,  will  bring 
nothing  in.  I  am  clearly  of  Opinion  that  if  any  Umbrage  is  given 
to  the  Conntry,  we  shall  soon  find  ourselves  very  much  distressed. 
I  most  earnestly  wish  that,  if  the  Committee  think  the  Service  of 
any  Persons^  acting  under  the  Authority  of  Government,  will  be  of 
use^  they  would  take^  it  thro'  the  ^Medium  of  this  Board,  otherwise 
Confusion  &  Mistakes  will  unavoidably  ensue.  And  as  we  have  one 
common  Object  in  View,  vii :  the  publick  Good,  no  Gentleman  can 
doubt  our  concurring  in  any  Measure  to  promote  it 

Directed^ 

To  Colonel  William  Henry,  Chairman  of  the  Committee|  &  for 
regulated  prices. 


Pbbs.  Besd  to  Col.  Jbhu  Eyrb,  1779. 
Sir, 

There  are  two  very  pretty  Keoes  of  Gannon  (brass)  come  dow^ 
from  Lancaster,  which  belong  to  the  State.  They  are  not  mounted, 
but  the  Carriages  are  with  them,  Jf  your  Regi^  is  not  fully  sup* 
plied,  it  may  be  proper  for  some  of  the  Gentlemen  to  take  them  in 
Hand.    They  are  now  in  the  State  House  Tard. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  obed.  fa'ble  ser., 

JOS.  HEED. 
June  3, 1779. 
Directed^ 

To  Col.  Eyre,  Commander  of  the  Militia  Artillery,  Pennsylv*. 


Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  M>j.  Obn.  Bullivan,  1779. 
Sir, 

four  Favours  of  the  26th  &  Slst^  Ult.  came  safely  to  Hand,  and 

Jon  may  rely  fully  upon  our  utmost  Exertions  to  give  yoti  all  possir 
le  Assistanoe  in  your  present  Service^  We  are  very  sensible  of  the 
Interest  we  have  in  it,  both  generally  ft  specially,  k  shall  use  our 
utmost  Interest  with  all  Persons  under  our  Authority  to  advance  k 
forward  such  Measures  as  you  may  direct.  We  think  it  a  very  great 
Misfortune  that  the  Q'  Master's  Department  as  generally  arranged 
thro'  this  State  has  not  the  Confidence  of  the  People,  but  we  shali 
endeavour  to  obviate  this  Difficulty  by  all  necessary  &  immediate 
Exertions  on  our  Part.  Gen^  Washington  has 'recommended  to  us 
very  strongly  the  employing  of  Gen^  l^otter,  as  a  Gentleman  whose 
Experience  &  Knowledge  of  the  Frontiers  may  make  his  Services 
very  beneficial  on  this  Occasion,  an  Idea  with  which  we  perfectly 

*  See  pages  48&,  450. 
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omnddei  bat  we  find  oanelTes  emhanased  on  tlwt  Sabjeet,  m  we 
do  not  see  how  a  Command  oan  be  given  him  equal  to  his  Bank  of  a 
Brig.  Oen^  under  the  State.  We  have  hinted  our  Wiahee  to  him  & 
hope  they  will  induoe  him  to  offer  jou  his  Services,  if  not  for  a  Com- 
mand as  a  Volunteer.  Should  he  do  so  we  beg  Leave  to  recommend 
him  to  your  particular  Notice  &  Begard,  as  a  Person  in  whose  In* 
formation  ft  Advice  you  may  repose  great  Confidence. 

The  Board  of  War  wrote  to  us.  some  Time  ago  upon  the  Subject 
of  providing  an  Escort  for  the  Stores  from  Middleton,  but  the  Know- 
ledge of  several  Gentlemen  well  acquainted  with  the  State  of  Things 
therei  enabled  us  to  satisfy  them  that  an  Escort  to  Sunbury  w«s 
quite  unnecessary  as  to  an  Enemy.  You  may  rely  upon  it  that  the 
only  Banger  to  the  Stores  would  be  from  the  Boatmen,  which  an 
Bsoort  of  Militia  would  be  more  likely  to  increase,  but  as  these 
Boatmen  are  re^larly  inlisted  ft  oflEicer  d,  we  are  of  Opinion  they 
will  proceed  with  perfect  Safety  under  the  Inspection  of  two  or 
three  discreet  Officers,  ft  the  Militia  cannot  be  drawn  out  in  any 
Season  for  the  Service.  We  have  wrote  to  the  Lieut*  of  Northum- 
berland to  oomply  with  any  Bequisiticns  you  may  make  him  for 
Militia  for  Escort  from  Sunbury  to  Wyoming.  It  would  greatly 
retard  the  ranging  Companies,  both  in  recruiting  ft  equipping,  to 
order  them  on  this  Service  j  in  many  Instances  they  must  return  a 
great  Distance  back,  ft  as  they  are  not  so  forward  as  we  could  wish, 
we  are  unwilling  to  add  to  their  Obstructions.  The  very  hish 
Wages  of  120  Dolls.  ^  Month  ft  other  Encouragement  given  the 
Boatmen  so  much  beyond  That  for  Soldiers  will  prove  a  heavy  Clog 
to  the  recruiting.  It  is  thought  by  many  judicious  People  that 
Hen  might  have  been  procured  at  a  less  Expence.  If  the  men  are 
drawn  off  in  one  Way,  there  will  be  Deficiencies  in  another,  ft  tho' 
this  Service  is  absolutely  necessary  we  cannot  help  wishing  the 
Mode  of  providing  for  it  had  been  gone  into  with  more  Deliberation. 
From  the  best  Judgment  we  are  able  to  form  of  the  Progress  of  the 
ranging  Companies,  about  half  are  raised.  We  have  given  them 
directions  to  proceed  to  Sunbury  as  fast  as  possible  after  they  asa 
oompleated  or  nearly  so,  ft  hope  they  will  prove  essentially  useful  to 
you ;  there  have  been  some  Companies  raised  in  Westmoreland  & 
!northnmberland  for  Special  Defence ;  if  they  are  found  necessary 
we  shall  give  them  Orders  to  Join,  but  we  are  unwilling  to  take  any 
Measure  which  may  lessen  the  Security  of  the  Inhabitants  or  increase 
your  Number  of  Mouths,  as  we  fear  a  Scarcity  of  Provisions  ft  Ne- 
cessaries will  be  one  of  the  most  painful  Enemies  you  will  have  to 
<N>mbal. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  very  respectful  Begard, 
Your  most  Obed. 

Hbbl.  Serv., 

JOS.  BEED,  President. 

The  Hon,  Major  Gen.  Sollivnii.  ^       , 

June  8,  1779.  ^ 


•m 
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Board  of  Wab  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

War  Office,  Jane  4, 1779. 
Sir, 

In  order  to  relieTe  the  militia  from  guard  duty  at  Lebanon,  we 
ordered  the  military  stores  to  be  removed  from  tbence  to  Lancaster. 
The  D.  Q.  M.  G.  wrote  us  the  inclosed  letters,  by  which  It  appears 
he  cannot  get  teams  for  the  purpose.  We  submit  them  to  your 
consideration,  and  request  to  be  favoured  with  your  determination 
in  the  case,  that  we  may  transmit  the  same  to  the  Quarter  Master 
by  his  express  who  is  waiting  an  answer. 
We  are,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obed*  Servants. 

By  order  of  y«  board, 

TISI.  PICKERING. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President,  Ac 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Bbid,  1779. 

War  Office,  June  4, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  been  honoured  with  yonr  Favor  of  the  8d.  Mr. 
Brooks  was  appointed  Town  Major  by  order  of  Oongress  during 
their  Besidenoe  at  York  Town.*  We  intended  to  have  discharged 
him  on  Congress  leaving  that  Place,  but  on  examining  into  the 
matter  we  found  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  careful  Person 
there  to  reotify  Betoms  of  Provisions,  &e.,  for  passing  Troops.  It 
appears  that  between  two  &  three  thousand  Soldiers  have  passed 
thro*  ft  drawn  Rations  at  that  Post  on  their  Way  to  ft  from  the 
Southward,  within  these  few  months,  ft  we  believe  that  a  Saving 
more  than  equal  to  Mr.  Brooks'  Appointment  has  ensued  from  his 
being  stationed  at  the  Post.  We  have  it  however  now  in  Contem- 
plation to  discharge  him,  as  we  would  wish  to  avoid  even  the  Ap- 
pearance of  keeping  up  unnecessary  Offices. 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Respect, 

Your  tery  obed.  Servants. 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

By  order. 
Directed, 

On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed|  Esq%  President  of  the  Sup.  Ex, 
Council  of  Pennsilvania. 
(War  Office.) 

**  See  page  466. 
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Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

War  Office^  Jane  5;  1779«    . 
Sir, 

We  have  this  Motoent  received  IntelligeDce  that  the  Enemy  have 
possessed  themselves  of  the  Redouht  at  Kingsferry,  &  are  proceeding 
to  invest  Fort  Arnold  at  West  Point.  The  Militia  in  that  Quarter 
are  destitute  of  Ammunition^  &  the  Sizes  proper  for  them  are  at 
Lebanon.  We  beg  therefore  an  Order  from  the  Council  to  procaro 
Waggons  for  the  immediate  Transportation  of  the  Ammunition  to 
Camp.  Twenty  Waggons  will  be  necessary  at  least,  as  we  have 
other  Articles  to  sennas  well  as  that  Ammunition. 

We  are,  Sir, 

with  great  Bespeoti 

7<Nfir  very  obed.  Serv*>. 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order.* 
Directedj 

Ob  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  y«  Stote. 
(War  Office.) 


Cha€.  Pbtttt,  A.  Q.  M.  G.,  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

Fliiladelphia,  5  Jane,  1779. 

Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  conversing  with  two  of  the  Gentlemea 
of  the  Council  jesterday,  on  the  subject  of  the  Facts  suggested  in  a 
petition  which  they  shewed  me,  relative  to  continental  Waggons  and 
Horses  remaining  idle  at  several  places,  while  those  of  the  State  were 
called  into  service,— I  have  enquired  farther  into  the  matter  and  find 
the  circumstances  were  such  as  I  then  mentioned }  to  wit,  that  these 
Horses  were  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Camp  to  be  attached  to  the 
Army ;  that  most  of  them  had  been  moved  forward  for  that  purpose, 
but  by  a  countermanding  order  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  they 
were  detained  for  a  few  Days,  but  to  be  in  constant  readiness  to 
move  on  the  shortest  notice ;  that  orders  have  since  been  given  to 
hasten  them  on  to  Camp  with  all  possible  diligence,  and  that  thef 
are  in  motion  accordingly. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  16. 
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I  am  also  infomed  that  the  late  orders  of  the  GoanoQ  &r  oalUog 
out  Teams  to  transport  stores  from  this  and  other, places  to  the  Sus* 
quehanna  have  heea  so  slightly  obeyed  that  a  oonsiderable  uumbev 
of  ooQtinental  Teams,  intewled  for  the  use  of  the  Armyi  have,  from 
necessity,  been  tamed  into  this  Service ;  which,  it  is  apprehended| 
^U  work  iBJoriona  ooasequenoes  by  a  failure  in  the  number  of  Teams 
relied  upon  to  follow  the  Army  from  its  late  Encampment  in  Jeraeji 
jfrom  whence  it  has  been  obliged  to  move  so  suddenly  as  to  leave 
great  part  of  the  Baggage  and  otores  behind. 

If  it  were  possible  to  effect  the  requisite  transportation  in  this 
State  without  resorting  to  executive  auUiority,  we  should  not  trouble 
the  Council  with  applications  for  aid,  and  as  we  studiously  avoid 
unnecessary  calls  for  this  aid,  I  shpuld  l^ope  it  would  not  be  retarded 
thro'  want  of  a  due  degree  of  confidence  in  our  discretion  in  the 
Application  of  it. 

I  have  the  hoooi  to  be,    . 

"        Very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  PETTIT, 
A.  Q.  M.  0. 

His  Excellency,  The  president  of  the  State  of  Pevnsylvania. 


CiTT  COMMITTEE  TO  PbESIBBNT  RbED,  1779. 

Sir, 

By  order  of  the  Committee  I  transmit  your  Excellency  the  Copy 
of  a  Letter,  No.  1,  to  the  Merchants.  Importers,  &e.,  &c.,  and  No.  2 
To  the  Deiders  in  and  Sellers  of  flour.  We  hope  that  by  leaving 
the  supply  sufficient  for  home  Consumption  to  their  discretion  and 
management  it  will  point  out  to  them  the  absolute  necessity  of  keeping 
the  markets  sutolied,  by  importing  all  they  can  in  the  first  instance 
and  procuring  flour  in  the  last,  as  well  for  their  own  interest  and 
advantage  as  to  secure  themselyfB  from  the  disagreeable  consequences 
of  an  artificial  scarcity.  And  we  likewise  conceive  that  by  this  pro- 
ceeding we  leave  Trade  in  its  Mt>per  Channel  and  free  ourselves 
from  any  murmuring  or  Complaints  whieh  the  merchants  might 
/9|herwiie  ha^  to  alledge  er  iriake  aguMt'us. 

We  hope  the  efforts  of  our  fellow  Gitisenfl  to  radeem  and  suppert 
the  Credit  of  the  Gorfeney,  by  gradually  redoeisg  the  Prises  of  goods 
aad  Provisions,  will  bo  »  means  of  resMving  those  numerous  Com* 
plaints  and  murmufings  that  have  of  lale  so  generally  pfevailed.     > 

Xbo  task  alletted  to  us  we  shall  endeavour  to  execute  with  the 
utmost  east  and  eJreiHnsywtiotty  and  the'  in  the  disohaigs  thenof 
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teftQj  difficvUtes  may  arise,  we  shall  be  careful  not  to  increase  tbem 
bj  taking  on  onrselves  to  act  in  or  to  determine  on  Matters  which,  by 
the  constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State  are  within  the  precinct  of 
government^  and  for  the  redress  of  which  there  is  already  sufficient 
authority. 

In  making  these  declarations  to  your  Excellency  I  feel  a  pleasure 
in  haying  it  in  my  power  to  add  that  the  confidence  which  the  Com- 
mittee, as  Citizens  of  this  State,  repose  in  the  Wisdom,  integrity  and 
Patriotism  of  the  President  and  Council,  is  of  itself  a  sufficient  Testi- 
mony that  their  proceedings  will  always  haye  in  yiew  the  support  of 
legal  Goyemment,  as  well  as  the  redress  of  Eyils  for  which  no  suffi- 
dent  laws  are  yet  in  being.  And  should  it  happen  that  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  duty  allotted  us  we  should  discover  practices  deserving 
the  attention  of  government^  we  shall  think  it  our  duty  to  lay  the 
same  before  the  Honorable  Conncil  or  Assembly,  as  the  case  may 
require,  and  we  hope  from  them  chearftil]^  every  assistance  they  can 
render  us,  so  far  as  the  legal  or  discretionary  powers  of  Govemmeni 
can  interpose  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  and  destructive  rise  in  the 
Prices  of  goods  and  Provisions. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  obbd*  ft 

Very  hamble  serv*| 

WILLIAM  HENRY, 

Chairman. 
In  Committee,  June  5th,  1779. 

Direetedf 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executiye  GouncU  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


No.  1. 

In  Committee,  June  5th,  1779. 

Whereas,  intimations  have  been  IhnMrn  ont  and  apprehensicut 
bave  arisen  therefrom  that  snndry  Merehanit,  Importers  and  others 
will  immediately  remove  the  goods  they  now  have,  and  hereafter 
order  their  importation  to  some  place  or  Port  out  of  this  State,  with 
design,  to  evade  or  de&al  the  present  Regulations  lor  appreeiating 
the  Goirenoy.  And  whereas  such  tntimsEtions  and  apprehensions, 
liowwfer  gyonndleas,  may  beoosM  the  oaive  of  ftrtors  ohioontenii  To 
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tfie  lojaTT  of  Commeroe  and  the  Repute^n  of  muiy  worthy  Inhtbi* 
tents  of  thia  State*    Theieforoy 

* 

Re$6ivedf  that  the  following  Letter  be  sent  to  the  Herchants» 
Importers,  Resident  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  its  neighboor- 
hood,  in  order  to  remove  any  snob  intimations  and  apprehensions  as 
well  as  to  proTent  the  Conseqnenoes  arising  therefrom. 

OenUemen : 

Vfe  address  onrseWes  to  yon  as  men  mutually  interested  with  you 
and  joa  with  us,  in  the  support  of  one  Common  Cause,  the  happi- 
ness, prosperity,  and  independence  of  our  Country. 

We  eonoeive  that  the  Regulation  of  prices  is,  and  must  be,  an 
agreeable  Ciroumstaaoe  to  yourselves,  beoause  the  two  immediate 
(xmsequenees  to  yon  are,  the  giving  value  to  the  money  you  have 
already  in  hand  and  reducing  the  Price  of  produce  which  constitutes 
a  part  of  your  merchandise.  We  are  sensible  you  must  severely 
feel  the  depreciation  of  the  Money,  and  that  the  views  of  getting 
ought  now  to  give  way  to  the  thoughts  of  making  that  money  ga(^ 

We  observe  that  Imported  Gcods  take  the  lead  in  Prices,  and 
become  the  Rule  of  Regnlatipn  for  Countiy  produce  and  other  mat- 
ters, and  we  apply  to  you  in  this  respect  as  fellow  Citi^ns  whom  we 
wish  to  interest  cnearftilly  with  ourselves  in  keeping  the  Market  aa 
reasonable  as  possible^  that  good  order  may  be  preserved  in  the  City. 

Having  concisely  stated  those  matters  to  you,  which  we  are  sensi- 
ble your  own  Judgment  and  Interest  will,  on  the  first  reflection^ 
induce  you  to  support.    We  have  fiurther  to  observe, 

That  it  is  our  wish  and  intention  to  throw  no  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  trade  and  Commeroe,  but  on  the  Contrary  to  give  every 
assistance  thereto.  To  yourselves  toe  leave  the  direction  and  manage* 
ment  of  always  preserving  a  sufficiency  to  supply  the  state  you  live  tn, 
and  to  you  only  wHl  the  state  look  for  that  supply.  We  will  grant 
the  permits  you  may  require,  but  we  must  at  the  same  time  point 
out  to  you  the  necessity  of  supplying  the  decrease  by  importation, 
so  as  to  render  the  Port  and  market  of  Philadelphia  as  opulent  and 
plentiful  as  your  endeavours  can  contribute. 

We  consider  the  people  <rf  America  as  one  people,  and  wish  to  share 
with  them  and  they  with  us  in  all  things,  both  of  advantage  and 
difficulty,  and  if  Philadelphia  can  be  rendered  the  Market  for  other 
States,  in  the  present  time  of  hasardous  Importation,  we  shall  be  glad 
to  see  it  done.  Bui /or  the  stake  of  presfenting  intiimaiions  and  ap^ 
prdkentitmSf  whiehf  by  getting  abroad  may  i^furiausly  affect  yamr 
man  honor  and  canvenieneef  a$  well  as  far  the  general  good  ^  the 
stete,  we  must  press  on  you  the  absolute  necestify  of  keqnng  yo^r  awn 
Market  suppUed, 

So  £ur  as  our  Oirde  of  deputed  power  extends  we  shall  give  ev^ 
Just  and  necessary  assistance  to  the  Importer,  and  shall  rejoice  at 
•very  opportnn^y  and  oooasioA  of  doing  them  honor  and  Justice 
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before  the  Publio.  And  m  order  ihereto  we  shi^U  be  gliid  ia  th^ 
first  instanoe  to  excbaDge  with  yoa  the  foUowing  ^gagement^  Thi^ 
as  you  on  your  Parts  wul  not  occasion  a  Scarcity  to  take  the  advan- 
tage of  it,  BO  WO;  on  the  Part  of  the  Publio,  will  not  take  the  advan- 
tage of  any  extraordinary  Quantities  you  may  import  by  making  it 
a  pretenoe  to  reduce  them  below  their  Yalae^  for  oor  wiish  is  to  sup- 
ply other  StAtes  and  onrselvea  likewise. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

WILLIAM  HBNRY,  Chairman. 

•    No.  1.    Copy  of  a  Letter  to  the  Merchants,  Importers,  &c.,  &e. 


No,  2. 

In  Committee,  June  5th,  1779. 

Whereas,  Intimations  have  been  thrown  out  sod  apprehensions  have 
mam  therefirdni  that  the  Dealers  in  and  sellers  of  flour  in  this  City 
will  by  concealment  or  neglect  in  procuring  the  said  article,  defeat 
or  embarrass  the  measures  now  ad(^ted  for  ULe  appreoiatioii  of  the 
Currency.  • 

And  whereas,  such  intimations  and  apprehensions,  however 
groundless,  may,  in  a  little  time,  beeome  the  cause  of  great  uneasi- 
ness and' discontents  and  injure  the  Beputation  of  the  individuab 
concerned. 

Therefore  Resolved,  that  the  following  Letter  be  sent  to  the 
Dealers  in  and  Sellers  of  Flour,  in  order  to  remove  any  such  intima- 
tions and  apprehensions  as  well  as  to  prevetit  the  consequences 
arising  therefrom. 

Gentlemen, 

As  it  is  our  wish  to  guard  against  eyery  Evil  or  incoorenieace  that 
may  happen,  and  as  the  near  appvoooh  of  a  very  promising  harvest 
must,  in  a  little  time,  bring  down  tha  prioe  of  flour  and  render  it 
plentiful,  so  we  hope  that  by  the  chearfol  assistaiiee  of  those  who 
are  most  oonversant  in  the  methods  of  supplying  the  City  with  flour, 
that  every  such  means  will  be  used  as  .may  prevent  murmuriags 
arising  from  tiie  want  of  it« 

*  We  beg  to  be  informed  by  yoa  what  prospect  you  have  of  pro* 
earing  flour }  and  every  iadustiy  you  awy  use  therein  we  shall  with 
pleasure  do  you  justio  for,  before  the  Public,  and  every  assistanoe 
we  caa  give  you  may  depend  oo.  Yet  we  must  beg  leave  to  iatimate 
to  you  that  should  a  scarcity  happen,  thro'  any  real  or  supposed 
inattention  in  you,  whose  business  it  hath  hitherto  been  to  dc^l  in 
that  artiele,  that  dieoonteats,  far  beyond  our  power  to  remedy,  may 
probably  ti^e  place ;  for  tbe  waat  of  floar  has  in  all  Coaptiies  pro* 
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littood  the  most  hiei  Beseiilmeofs;  berides  irhioh,  the  PabliO;  oon* 
Bidering  the  near  approaoh  of  hamel,  cannot  now  be  induced  to 
believe  there  can  be  anj  real  seanily ;  yet,  as  we  before  mentioned, 
^e  shall  be  glad  to  do  justice  to  yonr  Industry  in  procuring  it. 

By  Order  of  the  Oommittee. 

WILLIAM  HENRY,  Chairman. 
No.  2.    Cop7  of  a  Letter  to  4bc  dealeis  in  &  Sellers  of  Hour. 


Col.  Broddbad  to  Prss,  Revd,  1779, 

Pittsburgh,  5th  June,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  Letters  of  the  30th  of  last  Month  &  the 
£2nd  (?)  of  this  instant. 

Geosral  Mcintosh  has  ever  been  somewhat  unfortunate  in  his 
jrepresentations  &  ideas  of  matters  in  this  Department  and  I  suppose 
^00  have  already  been  informed  that  the  greatest  part  of  thegamson 
at  that  posty  Fort  Laurens  were  oblidged  to  be  sent  in  or  perisn  about 
the  l§th  of  last  month.  Mijor  Yarmim  with  only  25  privates  kept 
it  until!  the  2&th  and  lived  on  Herbff  Salt.&  Cowhides  untill  I  sent 
;him  a  supfrfy  to  last  a  garrison  75  rank  &  file  to  the  19th  instant  and  in 
idoing-this  I  was  oblidged  to  rob  the  other  Garrisons  of  every  pound  of 
•salt  provisions,  ata^ime  too  when  I  had  no  fresh  meat  to  subsist  them 
•on.  As  to  the  propriety  or  use  of  maintaining  that  post  I  shall  transcribe 
a  voluntary  opintoui  I  gave  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief 
•on  that  point,  Yiz^,  The  throwing  in  of  supplies  to  Fort  Laurens  is 
•always  attended  with  great  Expence  and  a  large  Escort  is  required 
to  Guard  the  provisions  which  are  necessary  to  subsist  a  Garrison  at 
that  distance  in  the  Enemies  Country,  without  the  Benefit  of  water 
•Carriage,  and  the  Frontier  must  in  the  meantime  be  uncovered  &  the 
Countrymen  called  out  from  their  Farms,  Should  live  Cattle  be  sent 
to  that  post  the  enemy  msy  either  drive  them  off  for  their  future 
•  Consumption  or  destroy  them  when  they  please  to  do  it,  &  conse- 
quently the.  Garrison  must  suffer.  Besides  it  is  an  easy  matter  for 
the  Enemy  to  come  against  it  with  a  couple  of  pieces  of  artillery  and 
a  number  of  Savages  Black  &  White  by  way  of  Kyahaga  &  make 
themselves  masters  of  it  before  the  siege  can  be  raised.  I  might 
( have  added  that  the  scalping  parties  do  now  hold  up  their  Scalps  & 
give  the  Hallub  in  sight  of  the  Garrison  but  I  am  now  at  liberty  to 
.  evacuate  if  I  find  I  ^luinot  support  it  Gen'  Mcintosh  must  have 
.influenced  his  Ezcell'y  into  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  use  of  that 
post  as  mM  as  Fort  Mcintosh.  Or  the  General  must  have  reasons 
that  I  am  a  stranger  to,  however  I  shall  establish  a  post  at  Kittan- 
:&ittg  in  a  few  days  which  firom  the  nature  of  that  Country  will  be  of 

20* 
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mat  Monrity  to  the  lohmbitaots,  iMcaiue  ibere  are  bnfc  few  pasMr 
I  sinoerelj  wish  I  had  been  permitted  to  oo-operate  with  the  Body 
moving  np  the  Snaqoehanna  beoanae  I  think  it  would  haye  answered 
a  better  purpose  than  a  single  body  will,  but  the  event  must  deter- 
mine the  propriety  of  the  measure.  You  may  depend  on  my  close 
attention  to  the  protection  of  the  Settlements,  but  I  have  told  his 
Excellency  the  Commander  in  chief  that  I  can  more  effectually  pn^ 
teot  them  with  one  thousand  men  acting  offensiTely  than  with  three 
times  that  number  on  a  defensive  plan^  and  I  have  received  no  an- 
twer  to  induce  me  to  alter  my  opinion.  I  have  lately  wrote  a  vety 
angry  Letter  to  the  Lieu^  of  Westmoreland  County  &  desired  him  to 
show  it  to  some  of  his  principal  officers,  this  is  on  aoconut  of  a  back- 
wardness in  them  to  give  any  assistance  in  what  they  are  required  to 
do  by  the  Command'g  officere  of  this  Dopartm*  but  I  cannot  avoid 
taking  all  possible  care  of  them.  And  I  beg  you  will  write  to  them 
and  inculcate  a  Spirit  of  subordination,  which  is  much  wanting.  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  now  a  party  out  to 
take  a  Scalp  or  a  prisoneri  and  another  party  is  preparing  for  a 
Tour.  I  believe  I  could  with  the  assistance  of  some  Indian  Goods 
Wampum  &  trinkets,  engage  the  Delawares  to  pull  off  some  of  them 
under  the  Mingoes  Scalps,  but  it  will  be  difficult  to  do  tl  with  words 
only.  I  would  readily  agree  to  a  piemtum  for  Indian  Scalps  but  I 
should  not  ohuse  to  o£br  a  reward  for  the  Scalps  of  the  British  ttatiU 
I  get  some  distance  into  the  Indiaii  Country,  so  as  to  prevent  a  per- 
version of  the  real  design  of  Government  You  mav  rest  assured 
that  every  officer  ft  soldier  in  my  Reg^  entertain  the  highest  gratitude 
to  the  State  for  the  ezertiooB  of  th^legislature,  and  I  hear  of  no  late 
objections  to  the  (Government,  but  apprehend  it  is  looked  up  to  with 
poper  respect.  GoL  Bayard  has  informed  me  that  an  ample  sn|^ly 
u  on  the  road  ft  it  is  expected  here  in  a  few  days,  but  I  should  have 
been  happy  to  have  been  acquainted  with  the  intended  proportions  to 
Officers  ft  Men  ft  under  what  regulations  it  should  be  issued  ft  by 
whom,  but  I  take  it  for  granted  that  is  left  to  me,  since  nothing  has 
been  said.  I  have  no  doubt  of  receiving  a  proportion  of  every  ne- 
cessary for  my  reg*  in  time  ft  T  assure  you  I  wish  not  to  be  sup- 
plied to  the  injury  of  the  other  R^  but  mine  must  be  confest  to  be 
one  of  the  best  of  the  line,  and  I  trust  that  as  soon  as  I  have  latitude 
provided,  it  is  not  too  late,  their  action  as  it  has  heretofore  done  will 
claim  your  esteem,  but  in  this  desultory  kind  of  action  discipline 
will  necessarily  be  reUzed  for  which  I  am  heartily  socryi  yet  dare 
not  complain. 

Congress  has  furnished  me  with  a  considerable  sum  of  Money  to 
recruit  my  reg*  ft  I  must  wait  with  natienoe  to  reoeive  the  State 
Bounty.  As  to  the  unhappy  dispute  oetween  our  State  ft  Virginia, 
I  conceive  not  a  word  will  be  said  untill  the  Boundaries  are  nzed| 
both  sides  of  the  question.  I  despise  unjust  Claims  but  this  is  not 
the  time  for  a  Litigation.  It  is  with  pleasure  I  hear  that  the  ill 
timed  disputes  in  our  State  ft  I  hope  more  Extensive  ones  (except 
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the  inqnirj  into  a  nsoal  Deans  Condaot)  have  snbBided.  I  hope  to 
hear  from  you  soon  agaiO|  but  I  had  almost  forgot  that  I  have  another 
of  your  favors  to  answer,  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  begin 
to  fear  we  carry  our  defensive  plan  too  far,  this  was  prudent  at  firsti 
but  I  ooneeive  we  are  now  in  a  Condition  to  reduce  the  Enemy  ft 
prevent  their  intended  irruptions.  This  Country  cannot  be  conquered 
and  I  am  surprised  that  such  rascals  as  Tories  have  now  an  eziatanoe 
amongst  us,  perhaps  this  may  be  owing  to  the  pedling  disposition  of 
some  of  that  Body  who  should  be  Honorable  &  whose  Character 
ought  to  be  sacred  I  have  many  Garrisons  my  force  does  not  exceed 
800  effectives,  but  if  I  was  at  liberty  I  could  with  these  oompell  the 
Savages  to  look  to  their  Families.  I  beg  you  will  not  be  too  much 
Concerned  about  Westmoreland  &  Bedford  Counties,  I  will  take  care 
of  them,  but  they  most  be  subordinate  &  assist  in  their  own  salvation 
and  leave  me  to  judge  for  them  &  not  them  for  me. 

I  have  very  little  concern  about  the  articles  of  which  I  sent  my 
Son  a  list,  nor  do  I  wish  to  have  them  considering  the  present  scar- 
city for  I  am  assured  you  would  indulge  me  as  soon  as  another  officer 
of  my  rank  &  I  want  no  more. 

There  is  nothing  I  so  much  dread  as  a  dishonorable  peace,  for 
Heavens  sake  let  every  good  Man  hold  up  |iis  Hands  against  it. 
We  have  never  suffered  half  I  expected  we  snould,  and  I  am  willing 
to  suffer  much  more  for  the  gtorious  cause  for  which  I  have  &  wish 
to  bleed. 

It  gives  me  exquisite  pain  to  find  you  complain  because  I  know 

Sour  determination.    I  wish  Oongreas  had  sunk  double  the  sum  they 
ave  ordered,  People  think  nothing  of  the  money  ft  would  part  with 
it  freely. 

I  doubt  the  Enemies  having  gained  an  advantage  over  Gen.  Lincoln 
unless  they  were  in  much  greater  Force.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  in- 
timately acquainted  with  him  ft  believe  him  to  be  an  excellent  Officer. 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  toinelose  Copies  of  several  Letters  con- 
taining interesting  Intelligence,  and  I  have  now  near  500  good  men 
in  readiness  to  oppose  Mr.  Butler  should  the  intelligence  I  have 
received  be  authentic. 

I  am  greatly  oblidged  for  the  Honor  you  have  repeatedly  done  my 
Son. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  scrawl  without  first  earnestly  intreating  yon 
to  endeavour  to  convince  the  Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  of  their 
mutake  in  refusing  to  obey  the  Commanding  officers  orders  ft  relating 
a  moving  circumstance.  How  a  part  of  my  Reg*  was  circumstanced 
at  Fort  Laurens,  I  have  already  mentioned,  under  these  Circum- 
stances as  Westmoreland  County  had  twice  refused  or  neglected  to 
send  out  men  under  Gen.  Mcintosh,  I  conceived  they  would  readilv 
send  out  a  few  Horses  for  the  relief  of  their  Countrymen  ft  acooro- 
ingly  demanded  fifty  Horses  from  that  County.  But  my  men  might 
have  perished  for  them,  not  a  Horse  did  they  furnish,  and  had  I  not 
swqpected  them  from  their  former  Conduct,  and  ordered  some  of  the 
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States  Horses  my  officere  &  soldiers  must  have  perished,  which  they 
would  have  done  before  they  would  evacuate  without  orders.  The 
difficulty  of  Govemiug  this  Department  without  resources  is  incon- 
ceivable  but  I  am  blest  with  a  great  stock  of  patience.  I  should 
have  done  my^lf  the  Honor  to  have  answered  Col.  Jn<^  Bayards 
Letter  by  this  Express  but  I  hope  he  will  pardon  me,  I  know  the 
generous  Connexion  between  yon  &  whilst  ^at  lasts  I  beg  a  Letter 
to  one  may  be  received  as  a  letter  to  both. 

With  every  mark  of  the  most  sincere  Regard  &  Esteem , 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  most  obed^  &  H'ble  ServS 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

I  have  begged  Col"  Stephen  to  write  to  Col''  John  Bayard. 

J)irect€d^ 

His  Excellency  Gov'  Reed. 

Indorsed f 

Read  in  Council  June  18,  1779 


Y.  P.  Bryan  to  Georgb  Boss,  1779. 

Philada.  5th  June,  1779. 

Council  have  heard  thro'  the  Delagates  in  Congress  for  this  State 
.that  the  claimants  of  the  Sloop  Active  &  Cargo  have  been  soliciting 
that  honorable  body  for  an  advance  of  public  money  on  the  ground  <n 
.their  pretensions,  &  from  motives  of  Compassion,  &c".  This  our 
J)elegates  have  opposed,  &  have  said  that  they  could  not  be  in 
.distress,  inasmuch  as  their  claim  to  one  fourth  part  of  the  priae  in 
question  was  undisputed,  &  the  money  lay  ready  for  their  use.  The 
iKMurd  incline  to  the  Ideas  of  the  Gentlemen  in  Congress,  as  the 
dispute,  in  a  legal  view,  is  now  at  an  end,  Ik  wish  to  give  no 
advantage  against  the  State  in  the  farther  discussion  upon  this 
business  that  will  probably  take  place  next  fall.  I  wish,  therelbre, 
that  it  may  be  your  opinion  that  the  claimants  or  their  Attornies  in 
laot  be  paid  the  remaining  quarter  of  the  neit  proceeds  of  the  Sloops 
Active  &  Cargo,  if  they  think  fit  to  demand  it,  giving  a  simple 
receipt  for  the  same. 

I  am,  &c., 

a.  B.,  T.  P*. 

P.  S.  Council  have  appointed  Mr.  Robinson  to  be  register  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty. 

Directed^ 

To  Hon.  Geo.  Ross,  Esquire. 
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T.  Maxlaok  do  Majob  Scull,  .1779. 

Sir, 

Enolosed  b  a  warrant  io  the  Waggpn  Master  of  LancaBter,  oom- 
mandiiig  the  supply  of  Waggons  this  day  demanded  bj  the  Board 
of  War  for  transporting  ammunition  from  Ijebanon  to  the  Army  od 
the  North  river.* 

I  am  respeetfully 

your  hamUe  servant, 

T.  M ATLACK,  See'. 
June  5, 1779. 

Directed^ 
To  Major  Scull,  Seo>'  Board  of  War. 


\ 


K 


V.  P.  Bryan  to  Board  op  War,  1779. 

In  Conncil,  Philadelphia,  5  June,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Tour  favour  of  yesterday  ooncerning  the  Barrack  master  at 
York  has  been  communicated  to  the  Council.  Your  request  of  a 
Warrant  for  Waggons  to  carry  Stores  from  Lebanon  to  Lancaster  is 
complied  with.  You  will  find  it,  together  with  the  Letters  from 
Coll**  Patten,  &c%  which  you  sent  to  the  Record',  inclosed.  As  iio 
number  is  ascertained  either  by  you  or'  the  D.  Quarter-master,  it  is 
made  out  for  twenty,  on  a  supposition  that  for  so  short  a  journey 
they  may  make  divers  trips  &  easily  perform  the  servioe. 

In  conformity  also  to  your  call  for  20  Waggons  to  carry  ammuni- 
tion, ftc,  from  Lebanon  to  Camp,  I  hand  you  another  warrant 
authorising  the  drawing  forth  of  the  number  required.  I  depend 
on  your  care  in  sending  these  authorities  to  the  Waggon  master  of 
Lancaster  County, 

&  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

G.  B.,  V.  P 

Directed, 

Hble.  Board  of  War. 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  16. 
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Pbbs*  Rbed  to  Johk  Gabsok,  1779. 

Sir, 

Tour  FaTOur  of  the  1**  Ins*  has  been  dalj  reoeired. 

As  the  Men  will  want  fannting  Shirts  &  are  entitled  to  them  by  a 
Besolation  of  Asseftibly,  we  shoald  be  glad  jon  would  procure  ihem 
if  possible,  &  such  other  Articles  as  are  oompriied  in  the  Encourage- 
ment promised  the  Recruits.  Council  approve  of  your  supplying 
the  Pouches  ft  Powder  HomS|  not  doubting  but  that  in  the  whole 
of  the  Disbursements  joia  will  use  the  utmost  Frugality  &  Oeoonomy. 
Capt.  Campbell;  who  is  also  raising  a  Company  in  your  County,  will 
probably  apply  to  you  in  the  like  Manner ;  if  so  you  will  please  to 
fumbh  him  with  the  like  Articles.  As  we  hope  to  have  ^1  these 
Things  brought  into  a  Continental  Settlement  you  will  see  the 
Propriety  of  having  all  Vouchers  as  correct  &  clear  as  possible. 

We  send  you  by  Mr.  Agnew  10,000  Dollars,  which  we  hope  will 
prove  an  ample  Supply  for  the  present.  If  more  is  necessary  we 
will  endeavour  to  furnish  yon  upon  Application.  Where  the  Guns 
k  Accoutrements  are  found  by  the  publick  they  will  of  course  be 
returned,  yon  will  therefore  be  good  enough  to  give  this  in  Charge 
to  the  Captains  whom  you  Supply,  that  Justice  may  be  done  the 
State  when  the  Term  of  Service  expires. 

I  am  with  due  Regard, 

Sir,  your  most 

Obed.  Hbble.  Serv*, 

JOS.  REED,  President."^ 

Directed, 

On  publick  Service. 

To  John  Carson,  Esq^  Carlisle. 

Fav'  by  M'  Agnew. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  16. 
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Prbs.  Rbsb  to  Ool.  Andrew  Botd,  1779. 

To  Col.  Andrew  Bojd|  Sab.  Lieut,  of  Chester  Conntj. 

In  Coancil,  Philad%  Jane  7^,  1779. 
Sir, 

In  Answer  to  your  Favonr  respect'  the  Townsbip  of  East  Marl- 
borough, we  wonid  observe  that  a  Township  thus  con  tern  ptuouslj  & 
obstinately  evading  the  necessary  ^  wholesome  Regulations  which 
have  been  made  for  Defence  k  Security,  can  deserve  no  more 
Favour  than  the  rigorous  Construction  of  Law  will  give.  Upon 
examining  the  Law  we  find  that  you  are  not  confined  to  the  Town- 
ship in  the  Choice  of  Officers,  but  that  the  County  being  divided 
into  Districts,  &  those  Districts  subdivided  into  Eight  Parts,  the 
District  is  to  chuse  the  '?\e\d  Officers,  k  the  Subdivisions  to  chuse 
the  inferiour  officers  &  Court  martial  Men.  From  this  yoa  will  see 
that  the  Election  is  not  confined  to  the  Township  but  to  the  District, 
&  as  in  forming  the  Districts  Doubtless  a  Regard  was  paid  to  the 
Con¥enienoe  of  the  Inhabitants  &  the  probability  of  Service,  if  the 
other  Parts  of  the  District  do.not  elect  you  have  a  Right  to  appoint — 
nor  do  we  find  that  this  Appointment  or  Election  is  so  confined  to 
the  District  ov  Township,  but  it  may  be  made  out  of  it;  and  it 
being  in  support  of  a  necessary  Law,  A^to  lay  an  equal  Burthen, 
vour  Act  will  doubtless  have  a  very  &vourable  Construction.  But 
It  does  not  appear  equally  clear  that  you  can  now  compel  them  to 
muster  or  exact  the  Fines— we  would  therefore  advise  you  to 
proceed  in  fbrming  the  Company  upon  these  Principles,  &  it  will  be 
best  to  do  it  as  soon  as  possible,  least  if  there  should  be  a  Call  for 
actual  Service  they  may  also  rescue  themselves  from  that  Duty  also, 
which  may  have  still  worse  Consequences. 

We  have  never  yet  received  the  Report  of  those  Townships  who 
refuse  to  return  their  Property,  from  which  we  hope  they  have 
eomplied.  As  we  are  resolved  to  have  this  Law  in  a  more  especial 
Manner  fully  executed,  we  hope  no  false  Tenderness  or  Delicacy 
will  delay  or  obstruct  these  measures.  Such  Delinquents  will  find 
Government  sufficiently  able  ft  willing  to  compel  them,  as  we  oaa 
never  comprehend  the  Keason  or  Propriety  of  giving  the  Benefit  of 
Government  to  thoee  wlio  refnse  to  contribute  to  its  necessary 
support 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hble.  ser. 
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Col.  Matthjsw  SttiiH  xo  Govbrnbur  Morris,  1779. 

PUilad*,  7th  June,  1779, 

Sir, 

We  are  desired  by  the  Council  of  this  State  to  lay  before  yoa 
some  papers  which  respects  a  paroell  of  floar  in  the  hands  of  Ifr. 
Levy  HoUinaworth  of  this  City.*  Among  them  there  is  one  in  your 
hand  writing  which  direct^  the  delivery  of  the  flour  to  Mr.  Risburg 
issuing  Commissary.  There  is  no  small  uneasiness  among  the 
people  on  the  subject  from  which  wo  fear  some  inconveniences. 
Certainly  the  business  has  the  appearance  of  great  impropriety  in 
some  concerned.  It  will  oblige  us  if  you  can  make  it  convenient  to 
meet  with  us  in  the  Council  Chamber  to  morrow  forenoon  precisely 
at  ten  of  the  Clock,  when  we  wish  to  lay  before  you  some  letters  and 
other  papers  that  may  be  needful  for  you  to  perase. ; 

We  are  Sir, 

your  very  obedient  ServaDt 

GEORGE  BRTAN, 
MATTHEW  SMITH. 

To  Hon'ble  Oeverneur  Morria,  Esq'. 


I , 


Pres.  Rrrd  to  Countt  Mehbbrs  of  Assbmblt,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  June  7lh,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Pleaaore  of  trananitting  yoa  henwith  the  Jonmals  •f 
Congress  so  far  as  they  are  published.  The  limited  niiiabor  of 
Copies  to  eadi  State  being  oi^y  20,  does  not  allow  us  to  .send  eaoh 
Member  a  Sett,  we  therefore  muat  beg  you  after  Pea usal  (o  send 
them  to  your  Colleagues  that  eaoh  may  have  an  Opp'  to  know  hew 
the  publiok  Affairs  are  proceeding. 

I  eannot  help  eongratulatiog  yoa  mpon  the  predent  favourable 
Appearance  of  our  publick  Affairs.  We  have  the  fullest  Reason  to 
believe  the  Enemy  have  been  totally  routed  in  South  Carolina.  A 
Number  of  Arrivals  from  different  Parts  with  West  Indian  &  Euro- 
pean Goods,  with  the  Success  of  the  Privateers  to  the  Eastward, 
have  given  us  a  Prospect  of  Plenty  &  a  Decline  of  Prices.  We 
trust  our  good  Friends  in  the  Country,  when  they  find  the  Spirit  of 

*  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  16,  18. 


PINNSTLTAKUL  ASOHIYJES  1779.  473 

Extortion  &  EztntTaganoe  deoIiniDg  in  the  City,  &  that  they  can  get 
Sappi^  of  wliat  thej^watit  on-  reaemuibie  Termfli  will  also  follow  the 
Example  as  to  their  Prodnoe,  to  which  they  seem  also  enooaraged 
by  the  jdentifal  Harvest  whiob  ProvideDoe  has  fornished.  We  hope 
also  that  in  a  little  IHine  there  will  be  a  different  Appearance  of 
pablick  Credit,  as  Means  are  taking  for  its  Restoration  Which  I 
trost  will  be  more  oomp^etely  efiectnal  than  any  yet  pursued. 
I  am  Sir^  with  due  Begard, 

your  most  obed  ft 

very  Hble  Serr. 


Gjbn.  John  Sullivak  to  Prbs,  Rbbd,  17T9. 

Head  Qaarters  Baston,  June  7th,  1779. 
Sir, 

.  I  am  Honord  with  year  Excelleney's  favour  of  the  8d  Inst^*  I  am 
Happy  to  Find  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  Pursuing  Every 
measure  to  Forward  the  Expedition,  and  Lament  Exceedingly  tbte 
Obstructions  yon  meet  fr#m  the  measurea  adopted  in  the  Quarter 
Masters  Depaurtment,  but  as  it  is  too  Late  to  Remedy  the  Evil  and 
the  Season  is  so  far  advanc'd,  I  doubt  not  Every  Effort  will  be 
used  on  your  Part  to  have  the  Troops  sent  on  with  Expedition,  as 
the  Army  if  moved  to  Wioming  must  wait  their  arrival,  as  our 
Numbers  will  fiJl  far  short  of  what  was  suposed,  and  the  Army 
^U9t  Remain  there  Consumeinfl  the  Provisions  Intended  for  the 
!ExpeditioD,  untill  those  Troops  have  Join'd,  I  Have  so  Great  a 
Desire  for  the  Service  of  Oen'l  Potter  and  so  High  an  opinion  of 
him,  that  I  will  Oive  him  a  Command  Equal  to  his  Wishes ;  I  think 
vrith  you  that  the  Stored  will  be  safe  b#k>w  Augusta,  Though  Oen. 
Hand  seems  to  be  of  a  Contrary 'Opinion.  I  ahall  not  call  upon  the 
Companies  Raised  for  special  Defence  or  upon  the  Militia  of  North- 
umberland but  in  Case  of  Absolute  Necessity,  I  beg  your  Excellency 
and  the  Council  to  Accept  my  most  Grateful  Acknowledgements  for 
the  Eady  Ptovisatoa  you  have  made  in  such  Case,  and  that  you 
will  believe  me  to  Be  with  the  most  Lively  Sentiments  of  Esteem. 
.    .        yowr,ExoeUency's 

most  Obedient 

and  very  Humble  Servant 

JNO.  SULLIVAN. 
Directed, 

On  puUio  servioe. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
'Pennsylvania. 

.    *  flee  paga4lf[7.  , 
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OovBBHOR  Wm.  Lfvnrosnnr  to  Psn.  Bxat.  1779. 

Bordentowii)  7  Jane,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  met  aeeidenUllj  with  a  Lady  laat  Eyemog,  that  among  a  mul- 
titude of  other  passengen,  had  just  landed  here  out  of  the^  Stage 
Boat  from  Philadelphia.  She  acknowledges  herself  bound  for  New 
York,  after  she  shall  have  staid  at  Amboj  as  long  she  thinks 
proper.  She  pretends  to  ha?e  been  taken  with  Burgoyne's  Armj, 
in  which  she  says  that  her  husband  (a  Canadian)  fell ;  &  that  she 
has  a  Brother  in  the  British  Sendee  in  New  York  with  the  Con- 
▼ention  Prisoners;  she  says  she  maroh'd  to  Virginia,  &  has  travelled 
thence  to  this  plaoe,  withont  a  pass  from  any  State.  I  take  her  to 
be  one  of  their  female  news  carriers,  &  have  sent  her  back  to  the 
last  State  she  came  from.  She  confessed  to  the  passengers  in  the 
boat  that  she  had  been  both  at  Qoebeo  ft  New  York,  since  the 
surrender  of  Bnrgoyne.  Your  Bxeelleney,  upon  her  further  exami- 
nation, may  either  think  proper  to  send  her  along  further  South- 
ward,  or  in  case  she  may  only  be  permitted  to  go  to  New  York|  to 
grant  her  your  pass,  aooording  to  the  lesohe  of  Congress. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

with  great  Esteemi 

your  EzoelleBflys  most  h'ble  aerv'ti 

Will.  LIVINGSTON. 

She  says  she  wiU  go  to  Philadelphia  if  she  must,  but  that  she  is 
determined  to  get  to  New  York  without  any  pass. 

Dtreciedj 

To  his  Ezoellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esar.,  President  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  in  Philadelphia. 


Col.  John  Mitohill  to  Pbis.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Quarter  Mssters  Office,  June  8th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Commissary  has  this  day  required  me  to  furnish  him  with 
Teams  Sufficient  to  Transport  350  Barrels  Flour,  &  350  Barrels  of 
Salt  Provisions  Weekly,  to  Easton,  in  this  State,  from  whence  they 
are  to  be  sent  to  the  Army,  by  way  of  Sussex  Goorl  House  or  New 
Windsor. 

To  accomplish  this  duty  it  will  require  two  Hundred  good  four 
Horse  Teams,  one  Hundred  to  load  every  Week,  by  this  mode  there 
will  not  be  above  live  days  ptovisiona  at  any  time  on  hand  at  Campi 
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provided  no  Aootdent  happens;  this  is,  I  belieTOi  the  smallest 
number  ean  be  depended  on  to  Snpplj  the  Anny,  and  this  is  only 
half  the  Demand  for  the  Army,  but  the  other  goes  by  Water  to 
Trentoni  and  will  eonaaqnenftly  require  no  Teams  from  this  State. 

Yon  was  pleased  to  grant  two  Warrants  some  time  ago  to  Col. 
PetUtt,  A.  Q.  M.  Q%  one  for  Forty  to  Gol.  Moore  of  this  Gonnty, 
and  one  to  Col.  Boyd  of  Chester  Coanty  for  Sixty,  which  warranta 
I  sent  to  those  Gentlemen,  only  requiring  one  half  to  be  sent  to 
moi  but  I  haye  as  yet  received  but  one  Team  from  Col.  Moore,  and 
none  from  Col.  Boyd,  tho'  I  have  Repeated  my  Request  that  they 
would  be  as  expeditious  as  possible,  the  CommiBsary  having  required 
a  number  of  Teams  to  send  Liquors,  Salt,  &"*,  to  Fotowmaok  River, 
where  Conecocheague  Empties  itself  into  that  River,  and  have  been 
oblidged  to  send  the  Publick  Teams  with  part  of  those  8toreS|, 
whioh  I  intended  to  send  to  the  Army. 

If  your  Bxcelleney  and  the  Couneil  will  grant  me  a  Warrant  for 
two  hundred  Teams  from  Chester,  Philadelphia,  and  Bucks  Count/s 
or  any  others  you  think  proper,  exclusive  of  what  is  already  ordered, 
and  direet  the  County  Waggon  Master  to  furnish  them  Immediately^ 
I  shall  be  able  to  transport  the  provittons  required  by  the  Commis- 
sary to  Easton,  but  without  yonr  aid  and  authoriijf  I  cannot  oompl^ 
with  the  request.  I  will  wait  on  your  Excellency  and  the  Council 
in  person,  if  it  should  be  thought  necessary. 

I  hava  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellenoy's  most 

obed^  hum*  Serv*, 

J*N  MITCHELL,* 
D.  Q.  M.  G'l. 

Directed, 

.    To  his  BxceUenoy  Joseph  Reedj  Esqr.,  Prcttdent  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  18,  also  President  Beed*s  letter  to  Dele- 
gates in  Congress.    June  0 — ^po^tea. 
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Ooj..  laoMAB  Proctor  to  P&bel  Rbkd,  1779. 

EaitOBi  JiiM  Ae  94h;  1779. 

'^  Captain  Sioe^  of  My  BegS  being  sent  to  Philadelpliia  on  par- 
iionlar  duty,  take  the  opportunity  of  requesting  yonr  Excellency  to 
lay  before  the  Bon'ble  Executive  Council,  the  Inclosed  return  of 
Becniits,  who  are  Intitled  to  the  bounty  of  the  State,  which  has 
aot,  by  any  means,  been  receiv'd  for  them,  but  have  been  paid  200 
dotlam  each  on  the  19*^  Ult%  the  bounty  rec'd  from  the  Board  of 
War.  Nothing  but  their  Importunities  Cou'd  prompt  me  to  be 
Thus  Troublesome  at  this  Juncture,  and  requestj  if  poedbley  the 
Bame  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  Captain  Rice. 
I  am, 
Tour  moat  obedH  servH, 

THOMAS  PROCTOE,  Col.  P.  A. 
JDireded-f 

.   To  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Hon'ble  EzeouiiTe 
Cottftoil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Capt.  James  Montgohbbt  io  Pbbs.  Bbsd,  1779. 

New  Gasde  Jane  j*  9th,  1779. 
Sir,  ' 

I  hate  (he  Pleftsufie  of  informing  your  Excellency  that  on  the 
7tb  ultimo  I  fell  in  with  and  toock  the  Privateer  Brig*  Impertinent 
of  ten  Dubel  fortifid  four  Pounders  Cap*  Jacob  Oetshues  of  New 
York  out  for  Days  who  Stru<^  Imeadently  She  is  a  very  Smb  Bdg 
jmd  Sails  very  fast. 

'  Stood  in  for  the  Cape  with  out  Prize  and  at  11  P.  M.  anchourd 
abreast  of  the  Cape  but  was  much  Surprised  in  the  ihorning  to  See 
two  frigates  lying  in  the  Boad  but  the  wind  beeing  at  N.  £.  and  a 
Strong  fibb  tid,  had  Nothing  to  fear  from  them  made  Sail  and 
made  a  tack  to  the  Eastw**  and  Stood  up  the  Bay  with  my  Prise  1 
have  Now  Learned  they  are  two  of  our  frigates  Going  out  on  a 
Cruse,  at  aney  rate  thought  best  to  Com  up  hear  having  a  Great 
Number  of  Prisoners  on  board  and  a  Great  Part  of  my  own  Crew 
Such  villous  that  they  would  be  slad  of  an  opertunity  to  take  the 
Ship  from  me  Som  of  the  Bingleaders  I  have  Sent  up  in  Irons  and 
for  Particulars  lauef^  Casson  will  Inform  your  Excelenoy,  I  must 
have  at  least  twentey  or  thirtey  Seamen  mor  I  Bealey  have  Not  Got 
Six  on  board  of  the  Ship. 


*  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  22. 
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If  your  Exoelenoy  will  be  so  Good  as  to  admit  Cap^  Getshne  oii 
Parroi  I  Stiall  Bateem  il  as  a  Partioolar  favow  if  your  Exoelenoj 
would  take  the  trabell  to  Examing  him  he  will  Give  you  a  Great 
deal  of  oseiull  iDfonnation  in  Regard  to  the  Britbh  Grueaers  on  our 
Coast  in  the  maintim  Shall  wait  your  Exoeleao/s  further  order. 

I  remala  yoar  mos  obe* 

&  HIV  Serv« 

,  JAMES  MONTGOMERY  * 

P.  S.  We  retoook  a  Yirginey  Sehooner  two  Dvys  before  whioh 
ia  liokewise  safe  arived. 

Got  Miam  mast  is  intiearley  Botton. 

Direetedf 
His  I^oeIIen(7i  Joseph  Seed  Esquire. 


JoHw  Ayb&y  Jb.  of  Mass.  to  Hon.  James  Lovell^  1779. 

Boston  June  Qth,  1779. 

Dear  Bii^ 

Inclosed  Tou  have  the  Report  of  the  Com'***"  mentioned  in  any  last 
respecting  the  Exchange  of  Mr.  Coats  This  M'  Maxwell  who  goea 
for  the  Purpose  of  said  Exchange  is  a  (Gentleman  of  great  Influenoe 
with  the  Enemy  at  New  York,  and  of  equal  Rank,  and  therefore 
make  no  Doubt  it  will  be  obtaind.  I  hope  this  will  be  Satis&otory 
to  you  and  his  Excellency  Governor  Reed.  M'  Maxwell  will  be 
sent  forward  immediately  to  New  York.  My  time  will  not  permil 
me  to  add|  as  Mig'  Masereau  is  just  seting  off  for  the  Southward. 

I  am  with  all  due  Respect 

Youf  very  Hum***  Serv* 

JOHN  AVERY,  Jr. 

JDirecUdg 

Hon'ble  James  LoveH.f 

*  flee  Col.  lUa,  VeL  Xn.,  pp.  19,  20,  28. 
t  8ee  CoL  Eee.,  Yol.  JUL,  p.  61. 
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i^ESSIDBNT     BeBD    TO    DbLBGATSS    W    PbHHSTLVAKU    IV 

OoHaBBSB^  1779. 

In  Covmell, 

PUIdl^  June  9th,  1779. 

Gkntlemen : 

Having  yesterday  in  Conferenoe*  with  you  represented  the  Diffi- 
oalties  whieh  have  ooeorred  in  eomplying  with  the  Demand  made 
by  the  Q'  Masters  Department  for  Vi^aggons  lo  transport  ProTisioDa 
to  the  Army^  it  is  nnneoessaiy  to  repeat  any  of  the  Observations  we 
then  made.  We  tnist  yon  are  suffieienily  informed  upon  ^  Snb- 
jeot  to  make  snch  Gommanioations  as  may  be  necessary.  This 
Morning  we  have  had  aOonferenoe  with  the  Assist  Q'  Master 
General  ft  the  D^  Oommisai^of  PorohaseSy  they  express  their  Anxiety 
for  the  Army  in  saoh  cogent  Terms  as  necessarily  creates  with  us 
the  most  powerful  Inducements  to  co-operate  with  them  on  this 
important  Occasion.  We  have  ft  shall  continue  not  only  to  exert 
our  Authorityi  but  add  our  Influence  of  every  Kind  to  promote  ft 
advance  thmr  Measures,  but  we  dearly  perceive  that  in  so  doing  we 
have  to  combat  a  most  powerful  Principle  of  Interest,  ft  that  it  is 
indispensably  neoessaiy  to  give  some  further  Encouragement  to 
stimulate  our  People  to  co-operate  with  us.  To  explain  x>ui8slveft 
further  it  may  be  necessary  to  descend  to  particulars.  ^  The  Assam- 
My  unwilling  to  increase  public  Charges,  fixed  the  daily  Hire  of  a 
Wagjgon  at  jS4. 10.  pr.  Day — at  that  Time  it  was  the  not  an  equal 
relative  Price  it  was  tolerable — but  now  Prices  are  so  much  changed 
that  the  Shodng  the  Horses  in  a  rough  strong  Country,  will  take  in 
some  Instances  the  whole  ft  in  all  a  great  Part  of  the  Hire,  for  the 
Shoeing  of  a  Horse  all  round  cannot  be  done  under  £4.  This  baa 
been  hitherto  done  by  the  Owner,  ft  proved  one  of  the  greatest  Ob- 
structions to  the  Service.  We  venture,  Gentlemen,  to  assure  you  that 
the  Service  is  now  so  burtlienaome  that  at  this  Time  a  Bounty  of  500 
DoUan  has  been  oflbred  to  a  made  up  Team  by  the  Owners  oJf  Single 
Horses  to  induce  the  Owner  of  the  Team  to  put  into  the  Service  ft 
return  them.  This  operates  as  a  most  heavy  tax,  in  many  Instances 
equal  to  all  which  the  Persons  pay  on  the  Accounts.  We  intimated  to 
the  Q'  Masters  our  Desire  that  they  would  represent  to  Congress  the 
NecesMty  of  giving  some  additional  finoouragement,  but  from  Motives 
of  Delicacy  considering  the  System  of  the  department  thev  declined  it 
We  think  this  Encouragement  should  be  proportional  to  the  Price  now 

yiid  in  the  usual  Course  of  Business.  To  enable  you  to  form  some 
udgment  of  the  Extent  of  this  Encouragement  we  must  acquaint 
you  that  a  Driver  cannot  now  be  hired  for  less  than  8  Dollars  yf 
Day,  which  added  to  the  Shoeing  the  Horses  ft  ordinary  repair  of 

«  See  Colon.  Bee,  ToL  XIL«  p.  18, 19. 
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the  Waggons  will  leare  the  Owner  in  Debt  after  reeeinng  his  whole 
Wages. 

We  bare  been  in  Doubt  whether  this  Measure  should  not 
oome  thro  the  Medtam  of  the  Board  of  War,  but  the  presaing  Exi- 
gency of  the  Service  not  admitting  a  Moments  Delay,  has  induced  us 
to  lay  it  before  you  in  the  first  Instance,  you  will  then  aet  in  it  as  the 
Bttles  of  your  Hon.  House  require.  But  we  cannot  oendnde  without 
eipresting  our  Apprehensions  that  all  our  Authority  &  Exertions 
will  be  insufficient  to  comply  with  the  Q*"  Masters  Requisitions,  which 
are  now  very  considerable,  if  the  Measure  suggested  should  fail  of  the 
Approbation  of  Congaeas.  The  common  private  Hire  is  now  from  £18 
to  £20  ^  Day»  &  the  Qov  of  Maryland  on  a  Ute  Occasion  went  so 
far  as  £22  ^  Day  f  or  tran^rting  Flour,  as  we  are  infonped.  From 
all  which  Ciromnstances  it  may  1^  inferred  that  the  Service  tho  of 
the  most  Esaential  Kind,  will  su£Per  if  some  Measure  of  Belief  is 
not  speedily  adopted.  To  direct  the  Horses  to  be  shod  by  the  Qr 
Masters  wUl  we  fear  be  liable  to  Abuses  &  Inoonvenienees,  as  the 
Waggoners  will  insist  upon  it  in  all  Cases,  we  would  therefore 
recommend  that  the  daily  Pay  be  increased,  &  also  the  Qf  Masteni 
directed  to  shoe  the  Horses  in  Case  of  Neceasityi  but  then  that  a 
Deduction  be  made  therefor. 

I  am^  Qent.* 


Extract  07  a  Letter  from  General  Washington  to 

CoNeRESs,  1779, 

Dated  Smith's  GIotc,  June  11th,  1779. 

The  Enemy's  Situation  remains  much  the  same  as  mentioned  in 
mine  of  the  6'^.— One  body  of  about  5000  men  is  on  Verplanks 
point  and  another  of  about  1000  on  Stony  point — ^They  continue 
Fortifying  k  no  doubt  mean  to  keep  poasesaion  of  those  posts — The 
natural  Strength  of  the  ground  with  very  little  help  of  art  will  make 
them  inaccessible  to  us  in  our  present  circumstances — ^Tbe  advanta* 
ges  of  holding  them  will  be  important  to  the  enemy — the  inconveni- 
encies  to  us  grest — It  is  a  Stop  to  further  operations  against  the 
forts — Our  communication  by  King's  Ferry,  far  the  easiest,  is  at  an 
end — the  extent  k  difficulty  of  land  transportation  considerably  in- 
creased— ^a  new  resort  and  Sanctuary  affonled  to  the  disaffected  iu 
these  parts  of  the  country  and  .a  new  door  opened  to  draw  Supplies 
distrero  and  corrupt  the  inhabitants-— reasons  which  need  not  be  ex- 
plained put  it  out  of  my  power  to  prevent  it  beforehand  or  to  remedy 
it  now  it  has  happened. 

*  See  Letter  of  John  Mitohdl,  on  pags  474. 
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•    Board  of  Was  to  Pbss.  Bkkd,  1779. 

War  OSoe^  Jane  11^  1779. 
Sir, 

Enclosed  we  have  aent  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Gap*  Rtoaime  one 
of  the  PrisonerB  aft  Reading*  on  Behalf  of  f  whole  of  Chera.  The 
Board  direoted  their  removal,  but  as  thej  seem  to  be  diaposed  to 
behare  more  orderly  ft  the  removing  them  ia  attended  with  eonsider*- 
able  Expenee,  we  are  willing  if  Gounoil  have  no  weighty  Objeelione 
ihat  they  afaonld  remain  there  daring  good  Behaviour.  If  the  Iii^ 
elinations  of  the  Inhabitants  are  as  Oa;^  Pitcaime  repreaenta  perhaps 
Hke  Afiair  ia  aeeomodated  to  their  Satiafhetion  ft  no  farther  iJneaai- 
neaa  will  enane.  Aa  we  wiah  on  this  ft  every  other  Ooeaaion  in  the 
Proseontion  of  our  Boaineaa  in  thia  State  to  harmonise  with  yoor 
Szoellenoy  ft  the  Hon :  Goonoit  We  requeat  your  Opinion  upon  the 
Subject  especially  aa  yoo  have  better  Opportanitiea  of  knowing  the 
Temper  of  the  People  who  will  be  affected  by  the  Prisonera  remain- 
ing at  Reading.  ' 

We  haVe  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem 

Your  very  obed.  Servants, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

By  Order. 

Directed^ 

On  public  Service,  His  Ezcellenoy  Joseph  Reed  Esq.,  President 
of  y*  Council  of  Pennsilvania. . 

(War  Office) 


QoY.  Wm.  Liyinqston  to  PK98.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Trenton,  12  June,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Prisoner  herewith  sent  you,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Latima,*  appears 
by  her  own  confession  to  be  a  Cannadian,  &  to  have  been  takpn  with 
General  Burgoyne's  Army ;  since  which  she  has  been  twice  to  New 
York ;  and  when  she  was  apprehended  at  Bordentown,  whither  she 
came  ^m  Philadelphia  in  the  Stage-boatj  she  was  agun  bound  to 
New  York.  As  soon  as  she  landed  she  deposited  her  trunks  with 
one  Watson  a  notorious  Tory,  &  then  came  te  the  Tavern  where  I 
ordered  her  to  be  kept  till  she  would  be  sent  back  to  Philadelphia. 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  212. 
f  8ee  page  474. 
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Bot  aha  esoaped  from  thenoe  tnd  was  approhended  on  her  way  to 
New  York  aod  brought  to  this  plaoe.  From  henoe  she  again  made 
her  escape  &  was  again  apprehended.  She  protests  she  will  go  to 
New  York  in  defiance  of  aU  meni  k  appears  to  me  extremely  well 
calonlated  for,  &  is  doubtless  employed  in,  carrying  dispatphes  for 
the  Enemy.  The  Papers  foand  upon  her  I  inclose,  which  seem  of 
no  good  consequence.  ProbaUr  your  Ezcdlency  will  think  proper 
to  send  her  alongto  Virginia  where  she  left  the  OouTention  ^Aoopa, 
or  confine  her  in  Fhiladeiphia  till  she  is  better  known.  She  appears 
by  some  Memoranda  in  her  pocket  book  to  be  a  Tery  mat  travelleri 
&  by  one  of  the  Letters,  to  have  lodged  some  time  with  Hr.  Dayman 
in  Philadelphia,  who  will  doubtless  be  able  to  give  some  Account  of 
her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  gyeat  Respeet 

Your  Ezcellenc/s 

most  obedient  &  very 

humble  Servant, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Dtrectedj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Seed  Esq.,  Presidebt  of  the  EseoatiT# 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Chas.  Pettit  to  Prbs:  Bbep,  1779. 

Philada.,  12  June,  1779. 
Bear  Sir, 

I  send  you  inclosed  the  Draught  of  my  plan*  of  Finance.  If  it 
affords  you  any  useful  hints  in  framing  one  fiom  the  result  of  the 
joint  Opinions  of  the  Gentlemen  you  have  consulted  on  the  subject, 
it  will  ffive  me  pleasure.  But  as  those  Gentlemen  hold  Opiniona 
widely  different  from  mine,  and  I  conceive  the  whole  merit  of  my« 
Plan,  if  it  has  any  merit  at  all,  depends  on  the  consistency  of  its 
parts  Strengthening  k  Supporting  each  other,  I  am  apprehensive  it 
would  not  bear  the  alterations  necessary  to  aocommodate  it  with  theirs 
without  perhape  injuring  both.  Each  of.  them  may  however  furnish 
Thoughts  that  may  tend  to  make  the  other  more  complete,  but  I 
shooki  imagine  that  as  Systems,  which  tho'  inconsistent  with  each 
other,  may  either  of  them  separately  be  useful,  it  would  be  better  to 
consider  them  sepaoratdy.    You  will  be  pleased  to  return  me  the 

Not  found. 
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i;raaght  9gfin^  wlien  joa  hwe  sfiaAe  mck  naa  of  it  ts  joo  may  think 

xoper. 

I  BID,  P'  Sir, 

Yours  affectionately^ 

CHA.  PETTIT. 

.  flis  ExcelleDcj  Joeeph  B^edi  E8q% 


Col.  Ejch'd  Bctlbr  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1779. 

Gamp  at  Smith's  Clove,  14th  June,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  Sorry  to  trouble  your  fizcellency  on  a  Subject  that  I  find 
too  many  Instances  of  in  oar  Army^*^  is  the  distressed  Situation  of 
a  number  of  our  Soldiera  wivei  &  families,  many  of  the  latter  too 
large  to  move,  k  by  the  incursions  of  the  Savages  reduced  to  great 
want^  &  is  the  cause  of  many  Applications  for  Discharges  which  if 
Complied  with  would  deprive  us  of  a  number  of  our  best  men,  who 
by  their  family  Attachments  are  tied  to  the  Interest  of  the  Gountry. 

One  particular  case  is  that  of  a  Henry  Cottingham,  a  Serjeant  of 
*y  Bag*,  Who  hiis  a;  wife  ft  four  small  Children  at  Carlisle,  in  a  very 
distressed  Situation,  being  drove  down  Sosquehanah  from  their  home ; 
he  is  a  good  Serjeant,  writes  well,  k  under  my  Care  is  very  useful, 
but  a  little  given  to  drink ;  he  has  Qften  Applied  for  his  discharge, 
but  I  cannot  think  he  would  be  of  much  Service  to  his  family,  owins 
to  that  Circumstance,  yet  would  be  a  loss  to  the  Publick,  &  General 
Irvine  &  Capt'n  Qi;an(  of  my  Beg*  lafDrms  me  he  Never  took  proper 
oare  of  his  Wife  k  Children,  owing  to  the  Recited  failing.  I  there- 
fore think  If  your.  Excellency  would  be  so  kind  as  Inclose  an  Order 
to  me  en  the  Issuing  Commissary  at  Carlisle  for  such  quantity  of 
Provisions  as  you  may  think  fit,  I  will  forward  it  to  her,  which  will 
Satiafy  him  &  be  of  great  use  to  them,  with  the  woman's  Industry. 
Xf  your  Excellency  Cant  Comply  with  this  Requisition,  humanity 
will  Oblige  me  to  Discharge  him,  which  will  have  a  bad  tendency, 
there  being  so  many  in  the  same  Prediqament,  that  would  plead  the 
same  reason  for  theirs,  k  of  Course  Affect  the  Service^ 
I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  Greatest  Respect  k  Esteem, 

Yonr  Excellency's  most  Obed^ 
Humble  ServS 

BICH'D  BUTLER, 

Col.  9  th  P.  Reg*. 
.  irecUdj 

His  ExoelleQcy  Joeeph  Reed,  Esqnire,  PxesideBt  of  Iba  State  of 
Pennsa.,  Philada. 
R.  Butler. 
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Col.  Jacob  Mojrgan,  Jr.,  I>.   Q.  M«  Q.,  to  Col.  J. 

Mitchell,  1771). 

ReadiDg,  Jane  14tbj  1779. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  aftemooii  yonr  express  delivered  no  a  Letter  direoted 
to  my  Father,  Marked  poblio  senrioe ;  as  he  KTed  out  of  Town,  all 
Public  Letters  he  desires  me  to  opeH;  If  they  lequife  answers  or  his 
immediate  Attention. 

This  as  well  as  the  Warrant  inclosed  is  wrong — 4ie  is  not  the  Wag* 
goo  Master  of  the  County.  Colo.  Henry  Haller  is  Waggon  Master 
6«n>  of  this  County,  which  I  thought  the  See'y  of  Counoil  knew ; 
there  was  also  suefa  a  Mistake  in  the  Wairrant  from  the  Hon'fole 
Conneil  of  the  22  May ;  that  Warrant  W4^  direoted  to  Leonard  Bigbt| 
who  never  did  Act  in  the  Office,  tho'  he  bad  the  Appoiotment  bo* 
fore  Colo.  Haller  was  pleased  to  accept  of  it. 

Colo.  Haller  brought  me  the  first  Lstter,  whinh  was  fW>m  Cola 
Hooper  A  Warrant ;  at  the  Warnmt  ifas  not  diMcted  to  him|  he  wan 
at  a  loss  what  to  do  and  asked  my  advice ;  I  advised  him  by  nil 
means  to  eneonte  it  immediately,  as  I  was  confident  t^  Hon'ble  the 
j^zeoative  CoiuieU  would  not  grant  a  Warraot  at  this  busy  Season 
of  the  Year,  if  there  wae  not  the  greatest  Neeeesity  for  the  TteflM^ 
He  did  so,  and  will  in  a  few  Dajw  have  the  fimt  CaJkd  foe  •ut,  and 
is  now  aboQt  to  execute  the  one  inclosed  in  your  Letter,  but  he  de- 
sires you  will  without  loss  of  time  apply  to  the  Hon'ble  Council  for 
a  Warrant  to  indemnify  him  for  so  doing,  as  his  Conduct  will  not 
be  justifiable  in  executing  Warrants  directed  to  others ;  it  may  be 
Attended  with  other  bad  Consequences,  if  the  Fbsmem  ahoiikl  fod 
out  he  was  executing  what  was  not  directed  to  him,  they  would  sen^ 
sure  him  greatly,  aa  at  this  excessive  busy  season  of  the  yoai;  tbey 
turn  out  reluctantly. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  regard, 

your  most  Humble  Servant, 

JACOB  MOBGAN,  jr., 

D.  Q.  M.  G. 
Dtreettdj 

Publick  Service. 

Colo.  John  Mitchell^  D.  Q.  M.  Genl.^  Philadelphia. 
*$  Express. 
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Col.  Ij.  Nicola  to  Prbs.  Rbkd,  1779. 
Sir, 

A  deserter  from  the  17th  Light  Dragoons  has  just  now  left  me, 
the  following  is  what  intelHgenoe  I  could  procnre  from  him.  The 
17th  supposed  300  strong,  roing  reoraited  by  the  men  &  horses  of 
the  16th  sent  home,  erossed  Hellgate  19th  of  May  with  the  grena* 
diers  ft  83d  infantry  ft  marched  to  Spunkin  Devil  near  Kingsbridge 
where  they  oontinued  6  Days,  thence  by  several  stages  to  between 
the  26  ft  26  mile  stone,  whence  he  deserted  the  3d  Ina^,  were  joined 
by  all  the  troops  from  New  Tork  ft  Kingsbridge,  only  the  Invalids 
being  left  in  the  former  ft  the  foreign  infantry  at  the  latter,  the 
grenadiers  ft  infantry  went  up  by  water,  does  not  believe  -there  were 
any  foreigners  with  the  army,  the  Yangers  excepted  as  all  the  cavaliy 
reputed  1000  were  on  the  expedition.  General  Clintons  army  oon« 
sisting  mostly  of  tories,  the  army  said  to  be  14000  strong  inelnding 
5000  retamed  from  Virginia,  nndentood  the  intent  of  the  expedition 
is  to  take  West  Point  ft  then  proceed  up  the  river  to  Albany  to  join 
the  Indians,  fto. 

Twelve  of  the  17th  Reg*  had  deserted  since  they  crossed  Hell  gate. 
No  reinforoemetft  have  yet  arrived  from  Europe,  cannot  give  any 
information  of  the  british  Army  since  he  left  it 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that 

I  am  with  respect  your  excellencies 

most  Obedient  Serv^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T,  M. 

June  14th,  1779. 

IHrtctedf 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State. 


Col.  Jacob  Morqan  Jr.,  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Reading,  June  14th  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  rec*  your  favour  of  the  12th  instant  ^Gol.  Nagle,  ft  see  the 
nrgant  necessity  of  sending  out  the  Teams.  I  shall  leave  nothing  in 
my  power  undone  to  assist  Col.  Haller  in  getting  them  out,  I  sent  of 
last  week  to  Camp  at  middle  Brook  86  good  Continental  Teams  ft 
64  spare  Horses  and  shall  t6'  morrow  send  off  one  Brigade  of  Twelve 
Teams  more  properly  eqnipt  for  the  Campaign,  there  shall  not  bean 
idle  Horse  in  the  County  that  is  fit  for  service,  I  made  myself  so  bare  of 
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Hones  ibis  week  that  I  pnt  all  the  publiok  riding  Horvea  into  Teams 
ft  one  of  mj  own,  I  am  determined  neither  man  or  Horse  that  are  in 
publiok  service  shall  eat  idle  bread  in  this  County.  I  think  we  should 
DOW  exert  ourselves  as  I  am  in  hopes  this  will  be  the  last  Campaign. 
We  are  in  high  spirits  here  on  aoc'  of  the  good  News  from  South 
Carolina. 

Col.  Haller  is  bussey  in  geting  out  the  Waggons  in  whioh  he  has 
great  difficulty  at  this  busey  season  of  year  almost  all  our  Fanners 
have  got  their  Hay  down,  he  is  executing  the  warrants  from  the 
Honble  Council  which  were  not  directed  to  htm  as  he  was  determined 
the  service  should  suffer  by  any  mistake,  the  first  warrant  to  impmss 
waggons  of  the  22nd  of  May  is  directed  to  Leonard  Right  sent  here 
by  Gen*  Sulivan  the  other  of  the  10th  instant  is  directed  to  my 
Father,  sent  by  John  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  M.  O.,  which  I  delivered  to 
Col.  Haller,  he  desire  he  will  be  furnished  with  proper  warrants  in 
his  own  name,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Mitchell  to  send  them  upio  him  with- 
out loss  of  time. 

in  haste,  I  am  D'  Sir, 

with  sincear  respect 

your  most  obed*  Servant, 

•  JACOB  MORGAN,  jr. 

Direciedf 

Publiok  Service. 

Honble  ^James  Read,  Esq',  member  of  the  Supreme  E:(eoatiTe 
Council  Philad\ 

y  Express. 


Pabs.  Bbbd  to  Col.  P&octob,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad^  June  14ih,  1779. 

Sir, 

Tour  Favour  of  the  9th  Inst,  with  the  InckMrares  was  duly  reeeiv'd 
ft  considered  by  the  Board. — As  the  Advancement  of  publick  Monys 
is  at  all  Times  a  Matter  of  considerable  Consequence  ft  at  this  Time 
particularly  so  we  have  made  all  suitable  Inquiries  ft  referred  to  our 
Proceedings  bat  cannot  find  that  any  recruiting  Instructions  were 
given  by  this  Board  to  any  Officer  whatever.  There  have  been  nu- 
merous Applications  from  the  Line  for  Money  ft  Recruiting  Orders, 
but  as  we  could  not  supply  the  first  we  thought  it  nugatory  to  give 
the  Latter,  we  observe  on  the  12th  March  a  Resolve  of  the  Assembly 
in  whieh  a  discretionary  Power  is  giveii  to  ns  with  Regard  to  the 
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Sapply  of  Money  for  yoar  Reghn*  for  tlie  ParposiM  ttom  whioh  it 
was  ttatoral  to  infer  that  we  a^ould  be  oonealted  previous  to  any 
Demand  upon  us,  For  we  eaonot  upon  any  Prineiple  of  Propriety 
enoovrage  tbe  Ezpendttiire  of  Money  in  tbisWay,  Having  uniformly 
told  the  Genileaien  of  the  Line  that  tbe  low  State  of  our  Treasury 
did  not  admit  of  our  engaging  ourselves  for  the  Money,  we  shall  m 
Justly  oharged  with  Partiality  if  we  thus  oountenanee  in  one  Regi- 
Bient  what  we  have  reAised  to  others.  Ana  as  a  most  effeokuai 
Measure  to  avoid  these  Embarrasments  in  future  we  would  recommend 
to  y«u  to  obtain  Direetions  in  writing  for  sueh  Sources  from  them  on 
whom  demandi  are  afterwards  to  be  made  in  which  Case  all  Pretence 
of  Denial  or  Delay  would  he  wholly  obviated.— >The  Amount  of  the 
Monies  in  the  present  Case  is  too  inconsiderable  to  take  our  Attention 
but  the  Preoedent  is  very  important  &  especially  when  considered 
witb  Respeot  to  other  Troops— -We  also  expect  that  upon  all  Ad- 
Tanoes  of  reorviiting  Money  the  Attestations  of  the  Men  ft  Certificates 
of  the  Muster  should  be  regularly  laid  before  us,  for  if  we  depart 
from  Rule  in  the  Case  of  one  Officer  every  other  will  expect  it,  and 
as  these  Inlistments  were  made  long  before  you  went,  we  think  they 
should  have  been  attended  to  while  all  Parties  were  on  the  Spott. 

Whenever  Col.  Nicola  Lnys  bis  Oi^rs  &  the  Execution  of  them  in 
a  proper  Manner  before  us  we  shall  do  what  is  proper,  but  we  expect 
a  due  Regard  to  be  paid  to  Regularity  ft  Method  on  this  ss  well  as 
other  Occasions. 

lam. 
To  Colonel  Thomas  Proctor 


Pees.  Rbbd  to  County  Lieut's,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad-,  June  16th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Tho  I  am  extremely  unwilling  to  disturb  the  Repose  &  Security 
which  we  now  tnjoy  or  oreate  any  unnecessary  alarm,  I  cannot  but 
think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  you  of  preeent  appearances  ft  Solicit  a 
enitable  Attention  ft  Vigilance  at  this  Time  as  the  best  ft  surest  Pro- 
tection Bg^  Danger. 

Tbe  fineny  have  made  an  important  Movement  up  the  North 
River  in  Consequence  of  which  the  Continental  Army  have  'followed 
them  and  are  at  a  Distance  of  at  least  140  Miles,  there  is  m>t«ny 
mpparent  Object  sufficient  to  justify  snob  a  Movement  if  the  Fort  at 
West  Point  is  not  attacked  f^pem  whioh  ft  other  Gircumstanoes  many 
judieiona  ft  SKperienoed  OSoera  have  snpposed  ft  now  his  JiiXneUr  tk% 
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Commander  in  Chief  is  not  without  his  Apprehensions  that  the  whole 
is  ft  Diversion  to  dmw  off  the  Continental  Array  to  a  great  Distance 
&  then  availing  themselves  of  the  easy  Transportation  afforded  them 
by  Water  to  make  a  rapid  Incursion  into  the  Country  k  even  attempt 
this  City  again  if  Time  k  Circumstances  should  be  favourable.  Ifi 
this  View  k  Prospect  it  becomes  my  Duty  k  I  do  most  earnestly 
Teqnest  you  to  make  these  Sentiments  known  to  the  Officers  oom- 
mand'g  Battalions  k  urge  them  as  a  most  necesshry  Service  to  soe 
that  all  the  Arms  k  Accootrements  be  procured  within  their  Reacb, 
6i  ready  for  Action  k  that  in  other  Respects  they  consider  themselvtt 
in  imminent  Ihinger  of  «n  Attack  ft  be  prepared  accordinglv  on  the 
shortest  Notice.  The  Militia  of  Ne#  Jersey  are  now  antualfy  in  tbfa 
Situation,  if  not  actually  embodied  k  tiote  of  New  York  have  dis- 
covered great  alacrity ;  and  as  in  Case  of  iiny  Movement  of  the  Enemy 
towards  this^tate  I  shall  ^with  the  Assent  of  the  Council)  accompany 
the  Militia  to  the  Field  k  partake  of  their  Danger  ft  Fatigue  it  would 
give  me  Sensible  Mortification  to  see  this  State  eclipsed  by  any  other 
in  its  Forwardness  ft  Alacrity  to  repel  the  Enemy.  At  the  same 
Time  all  may  bo  assured  that  Considering  the  Season  ft  other  Cfr- 
cumstances  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  Neoeastly ft  appareiit  Danger 
shall  induce  me  to  put  their  Zeal  ft  Spirit  to  the  Tryal. 

I  am  with 

due  Regard  fto. 
Indoriedf 

To  the  Lieutenants  of  the  countys  of  Pfailad%  Bucks^  C^estery  and 
Giii  of  Philad\ 


Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Capt.  Jambs  MqntqombbYi  1779. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  you  this  Morning  to  which  I  must  now  refer,  this  will  be 
delivered  to  you  by  Capt.  Tucker  under  whom  you  are  directed  to 
act  for  3  Weeks.  At  the  Expiration  of  the  8  Weeks  you  are  to  re- 
turn within  the  Capes  or  keep  the  Sea  as  you  think  best  ft  your 
•Stores  will  permit — on  no  Account  returning  into  Port  but  in  Case 
of  the  mpBt  absolute  necessity. 

We  ehall  forward  all  Necessaries  to  Lewis  Town  for  you— »Ahd  as 
a  Stroke  upon  the.  N.  Y.  Privateer  will  redound  greatly  to  your 
Honor  ft  Interest  as  well  as  of  the  State  we  trust  you  ft  all  on  boai^ 
will  e«ert  yourselves  fully. 

Wishing  you  all 

imaginable  Success  I  remain^  ftc. 

June  15th  177^. 

JDir^eUdf 
^  Ta  Gnptaia  Jamea  Moi|tgMBery.  ,  .     ^     .      ,  .  .  •  ; 
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Council  to  Captain  Nicholson,  1779. 

PhilAd%  June  15, 1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  diraoled  bj  Gonnoil  to  inform  yon  that  there  are  in  the  Ooal 
of  thifl  City  twelve  men  convicted  of  varioaa  crimesy  which  may  bo 
pardoned  on  their  entering  into  the  aenrioe  of  the  state  and  paying 
some  oi&ce  fees  due  from  them.  Should  your  want  of  men  induce 
you  to  tend  one  of  your  officer  to  enlist  these  nipn  there  seema  to  be 
a  certainty,  of  their  williDgnees  to  enter. 

I  am 

with  great  respect 

yoor  humble  aervant 

T.M.,8ec'y. 


To  Gap^  Nkhohm  of  the  Dean  Frigate. 


Col.  Hbnbt  Hallbb  to  Pbeb.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Beading,  June  15th,  1770. 
May  it  Pleaoe  yoor  Excellency. 
Sir, 

It  has  not  been  in  my  Power  to  obtain  the  enclosed  list  concern- 
ing the  Jusdces  untill  yesterday;  the  reason  given  me  by  Mr. 
Michael  Lendemuth  why  he  did  not  Qualify  to  the  Commission 
dated  24th  Anril,  1778,  as  a  Justice  of  the  County  of  Berks,  were 
that  he  was  aetermined  not  to  except  of  the  Office,  but  was  lately 
urged  and  persuaded  by  some  of  his  neighbours  to  act,  he  therefore 
came  to  me  to  take  the  Oath  of  Office. 

The  reason  why  others  have  not  Qualified  I  am  unaquainted 
witL 

I  likewise  inclosed  a  Copy  of  a  letter  of  Lieu*  James  Dunlape 
prisoner  of  war  letter  lo  Mr.  William  Moore  Smith,  in  order  to  shew 
the  Connection,  this  and  some  others  all  sealed,  were  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Charles  Shoemaker  of  this  Town,  when  on  his  way  to  Philad*. 
Those  they  Carry  &  on  a  Correspondence  by  the  assistance  of  many 
of  the  Inhabitance  who  carry  and  bring  their  letters,  when  I  tould 
them  this  was  inconsistant  with  the  duty  of  a  prisoner,  the  say  that  by 
their  Parol  thev  were  not  to  correspond  with  the  Enemys  of  the 
United  States,  but  had  Liberty  to  Correspond  with  the  Inhabitants. 
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Qaefltion  wether  nnfneDdlj  inhabitants  are  not  Sorest  Enemies  if 
so.  an  CoirsepondeBoe  miem  under  proper  Inspeetion  miMt  be 
DanfferoQS ;  Therefore  the  Carrying  of  Letters  for  Prisoners  ought 
bj  £air  be  prerented.  I  ab^  enclosed  a  Desposition,  shewing  the 
reasons  why  Mr.  Wm.  Moore  Smith  was  snspeoted  of  Carrying 
Letters  for  the  British  "^  ' 


I  am  Sir, 

your  Exo(Bl]ency 

▼ery  hn*  Scrv* 

HE^RY  HALLER. 

Dtreetedf 

To  His  Exoellencj  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  Exeoative 
Council  State  of  PennsyWaniai  at  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Lbwis  Nicola,  T.  M.  to  Pabs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

This  miawte  another  deseiter  ham  Qen^l  IIUe&lTth  rnbeiie  of 
Light  Dragoons  has  left  me,  he  came  oflf  with  the  man  I  Informed 
yonr  Ezoellenoy  of  yesterday  bat  not  walking  so  well  did  not  arrive 
till  ihi»  vMiminf.    • 

He  supposes  the  17th  regiment  to  be  about  800  strong  ineludlM 
50  or  60  men  not  mounted,  .thinks  about  12. deserted  from  the  regi- 
ment with  horses  atid  arms  since  they  left  Long  Island,  when  he 
deserted  the  srmy,  the  grAnidiers  ft  iafantnr  excepted  Isy  beCween 
Dobbs's  fery  &  Tarrytown,  it  is  supposed  to  be  14000,  in<&luding  the 
troops  that  returned  from  Virginia.  The  grenadiers  ft  infantiy 
went  up  by  water  ft  took  a  three  gun  battery  at  Kings-ferry.  All  th« 
cavalry  supposed  1000,  with  the  army  a  few  left  at  K  ings  bridge  fdr 
expresses  excepted.  West  point  was  supposed  to  be  the  olijeet  of  life 
expeditioo.  All  the  troops  that  could  possiblv  be  spared  from  the 
three  islands,  foreigners  both  horse  ft  foot  included  were  w^th  Ifatt 
army.  While  in  tferseys  a  Corporal  ft  two  men  deserters  ftom  the 
foreign  troops  at  Rhode  Island  overtook  hitt. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  assure  your  ExceUency  that  > 

lam    . 
with  great  respeot  \,  t 

Sir,  your  most  Obedient  Serv * 

LBWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M, " 

June  16th,  1779. 

21* 


490  PENNSTLVANIA  AfiOHIYES  1779. 

IfKSswvn  09  GmouBs  to  Pemibhit  ftnp^  1779. 

Pkfladelphl^  1«  JiM;  1779. 
Sir,     ' 

Copies  of  two  Mis  of  OoDgress  of  ih«  14th  Inat.,  are  herewith 
•ndosed— one  reocommending  to  the  States  to  exempt  Drivers  of 
Waggons  from  Alilitia  Daties  while  in  Ser?ioe — ^The  other  for 
assertaining  their  ^ages. 

I  kafe  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Respeot 

joor  Ezoellenej's 

most  Obed^  Servant 

JOHN  JA7. 


To  His  Bxoellenoy  President  Beed. 


J>.  Jiifsml  k  J«  BtoiitMwiw>  M  Puk  BhUi  1779. 

Tork  Towii^ 

JuM  l«tt^  1779. 

InotOM^  sre  several  Depositions  taVen  at  the  request  of  a  con- 
•ideiable  nnmber  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  against  John  Mo 
Calister*  Commissary  of  Issues.  The  reason  thej  give  for  being  so 
long  in  informing  is  that  thej  did  not  know  till  Utelj  that  any  con- 
tinental Officer  was  answerable  for  his  oondact  to  any  ^rson  in 
this  State.  Mr.  MoCallister  was  present  when  the  depositions  were 
taken  and  allowed  to  have  copies  of  them.  No  other  steps  were 
taken  lesi  they  might  interfere  with  the  orders  of  his  superiors  or 
jQoh  measures  the  Council  may  think  proper  to  take.  He  had  no 
oky^otioDS  to  the  Characters  of  the  witnesses  but  Ebaoh  who  he  said 
had  been  dismissed  his  servioe  for  Stealing  liquor  and  getting  drunk 
but  soTeral  people  of  credit  give  him  the  Character  of  an  honeift 


The  depositions  of  John  Bhrmsn  and  Oeorge  Frye  he  allows  to  be 
tme  and  nis  objections  to  (!he  tftheritt  our  •pinion  are  of  no  great 
moment  He  thinks  he  has  a  right  to  ded  in  Liquor  while  he  acted 
as  etmpiissaij  and  owns  he  mix^  water  with  whiskey  several  times 
w^n  the  casks  were  near  empty  to  give  to  w<»kmen^  Ac  , 

*  Bee  GoL  Bee.,  Tet^^IL,  p.  27,  81. 
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We  urd  infiMroMd  diMiB  are  tivo  persons  in  Philadelphia  who  are 
acquainted  with  some  miabcbavour  of  Mr.  McCalister,  Ensign  Ho 
Calmon  a  Belation  of- John  Kain  of  Philadelphia  Merohani  and  one 
Jacob  Dunrng,  a  Hsfr-dresser. 

.    We  beg  leave  to  apolqgize  fbr  the  bad  language  of  the  depositions 
thej  were  taken  amidst  a  great  conoeurse  of  people  who  were  so 
inflamed  at  the  refports  of  Mr.  MoGalisters  misbehaviour  in  his  office 
that  they  insisted  to  be  present  while  the  depositions  were  takem 
We  are  Sir, 

jour  most  Obedient 

Hamble  Strv* 

DAVID  JAMBSOIf, 
JACOB  EIGHELBBRGER. 

To  The  Honourable  Joseph  Beed^  Esq"^,  President  of  the  CounoD 
in  Philadelphia. 


Obit.  A.  St.  Claib  to  Sbcy.  Matlaqk^  1779« 

Camp  at  Snsitfas  Clove, 

June  16th,,  1779.. 

Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  11th,  came  to  hand  yesterday  covering  some 
farther  Accounts  of  Money  issued  for  the  Recruiting  Service»-^ar 
late  Movements  and  since  we  have  been  here  mj  want  of  Health  has 
prevented  any  thing  f^om  l>einff  done  in  that  necessary  Business,  but 
I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  give  it  a  thorough  Examination. 

I  observed  some  time  ago  that  Notice  was  given  the  publick  that 

the  Estates  of  certain  attainted  Persons  would  soon  be  sold — ^you 

will  obKge  me  by  letting  me  know  when  that  of  John  Potts  will  be 

disposed  of,  that  I  may  take  Measures  in  time  for  the  Purchase  of 

.^s^house  whieh  Ijintend. 

t  am  Sir,  , 

your  tiioet  oleiBent  Servjlot 

A^  ST.  CLAIR. 

Directed^ 
To  Timothy  Matlaek,  Esq'. 
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Pubs.  Babd  to  Oov.  Wh.  LiviNasTOK,  1779. 

In  GoQDcili 

Philadelphia,  June  17th,  1779. 
Dear  Sir,    . 

I  duly  received  &  thank  your  Ezcell*  for  jour  Favonr  of  the  7 
Inst.*  The  French  Woman  was  brought  before  me,  &  after  making 
Inouirj  of  Persons  in  this  City  respecting  her  the  result  was  so 
unfavourable  that  I  sent  her  to  the  State  Prison  there  to  remain  till 
the  next  Exchange  of  Prisoners  by  which  Time  any  Intelligence  she 
can  carry  must  be  stale  &  of  little  Value.  Judge  Imlay  has  been 
80  obliging  as  to  give  me  Information  ef  the  Passage  of  many  Persona 
to  New  York  whom  we  should  by  all  Means  prevent  if  in  our  Power 
but  they  go  from  this  under  Pretence  of  going  to  New  Jersey  & 
there  proceed  by  the  Stages.  If  it  was  not  too  much  Trouble  to  the 
Magistrates  of  New  Jersey  to  take  some  Notice  of  these  Pkasengers 
it  would  have  a  ^ood  Effect.  We  give  but  few  Papers  &  to  none 
'but  those  who  give  Security  not  to  return  to  this  State  without 
Leave  first  obtained  for  that  Purpose.  We  see  &  feel  the  perni- 
cious Consequences  of  this  Intercourse  &  were  never  better  satisfied 
than  when  from  some  Proceedings  of  Congress  we  discharged  our- 
selves of  it  altogether.  Since  we  have  resumed  it,  we  have  don  it 
upon  a  very  confined  Scale  &  find  it  in  all  Respects  very  Trouble- 
some &  Disagreeable. 

I  am  with  much  Respect  & 

Regacd  Dear  Sir 

Your  Very  Obed.  &  HblL  Ser. 
Directed^ 

Excell*  Oov.  Livingston. 


Col.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Prbs.  Beed,  1779. 

June  17th,  1779.  • 
Sir, 

By  a  prisoner  of  war  released  from  New  York  k  a  deserter  from 
the  english  army  in  8.  Carolina  I  have  collected  the  following 
information.  Tho  the  deserter  has  been  last  with  me  I  shall  begin 
with  him  as  I  suppose  intelligence  from  that  quarter  most  inter- 
esting at  present 

John  Guarrigues  a  Oorpond  in  DefaMM»es  2d  battalion  came  from 
8.  Carolina  with  a  pass  from  Oen*  Moultrie  says  he  left  the  british 
army  the  first  of  May,  two  days  after  it  had  entered  S.  GaroHha  in 
number  3500,  heard  they  were  afterwards  joined  by  170  horses 
soldiers  draughted  from  the  army  and  mounted  on  horses  collected 
in  Georgia  50  Indians  k  25  whites  disffuised  as  such.  The  army 
eroesed  into  S.  Carolina  about  three  miles  from  Curisburgh  whloh| 

*  See  pages  47i. 
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a  smmll  part  of  Amerioans  had  just  eraooated.  There  were  between 
17  and  18  hundred  men  left  in  Georgia.  The  whole  of  the  English 
troopf  to  the  sooth  ward  eonsisted  of  two  Battalions  of  the  71**  2  of 
Hessiansi  2  of  Delancies  ft  1  of  York  Volontiers,  between  two  and 
three  hundred.  All  these  from  New  Tork,  the  16">  &  64*^  from 
Augustine  &  Brown's  rangers,  about  120  raised  in  Georgia,  mostly 
prisoners  of  War. 

He  left  Charleatown  the  13*^  May  when  an  attack  was  shortly 
expected  as  the  enemy  were  but  a  -small  distance  and  rapidly 
advancing;  the  inhabitants  &  garrison  in  high  spirits  when  at 
Georgia  town  60  miles  from  Charlcstown,  heard  the  enemy  had  * 
made  an  attack  and  were  repulsed  with  considerable  loss,  heard  from 
several  persons  that  passed  Uim  on  the  road  that  a  second  attack  had 
been  made  when  the  enemy  were  totally  defeated  and  many  prisoners  ; 
were  taken.  The  town  was  strongly  fortified  &  the  works  flanked 
by  an  armed  Vessel  in  each  river. 

The  clothing  for  Delancies  regiment  was  taken  going  to  Gkor^^ai 
the  men  had  therefore  been  clothed  with  the  old  clothes  of  such  reg* 
as  had  received  new. 

Garrigues  is  an  inhabitant  of  this  town  &  son  of  Sam*  Garriguea 
was  in  the  continental  service  k  taken  on  York  island  the  day  the 
English  landed,  continued  12  or  13  weeks  a  prisoner  when  he 
enlisted  in  hopes  of  making  his  escape,  attempted  it  once,  iras  taken 
ft  received  five  hundred  lashes. 

The  person  from  New  York  is  a  sailor  ft  released  last  fHday,  says 
the  last  return  was  512  on  board  the  prison  ship,  the  number  rather 
increasing,  tho  slowly  as  the  dead  &  those  that  entered  on  board  the 
English  vessels  nearly  kept  pace  with  the  arrivals.  The  Oliver 
Cromwell  was  brought  in  on  the  8^^  the  men  remaining  on  board 
after  manning  the  Ariel  privateer,  a  sloop  of  10  or  12  Guns  taken 
by  her  about  120  of  whom  70  were  sent  on  board  the  Jersey  an 
hospital  now  converted  into  a  prison  ship.  The  prisoners  kept  as 
much  as  possible  from  all  hopes  of  freedom  in  order  to  induce  them 
to  enter,  for  which  purpose  some  officers  were  constantly  on  board 
endeavouring  to  entice  the  -  men.  Was  6  weeks  on  board,  during 
which  time  no  fleet  arrived  except  that  from  Virginia,  nor,  does -he 
recollect  any  other  men  of  war  there  in  said  time  but  the  Reasonable, 
Rainbow,  Delaware,  Galatea  ft  Daupbin;  Had  liberty  several  times 
to  go  on  shore  to  New  York,  once  says  five  waggons  with  wounded 
from  Ibe  north  river  about  the  8*^  or  9^  but  does  not  exactly 
remember  the  day.  The  inhabitants  of  Long  island  seemed  very 
apprehepsive  of  some  impending  danger  but  he  could  not  dbcem  of 
it  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  were  removing  to  Long 
island  with  their  effects. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  respect 

Your  Excellenoys 
Most  Obed*  Servant. 
Direciedf 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reedy  President  of  the  State. 
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C095CII.  TO  COABUB  PjSTTITy  A.   Q.  M.  O^  1779.      . 

In  Counoil  ,l^hiladelpliiay  June  19|  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Gonncil  have  reoeived  inteHigenoe  from  seyeral  parts  of 
the  State  which  makes  it  but  too  evidest,  that  the  namber  of 
waggons  lately  demanded  by  the  Quarter  Masters  cannot  by  the 
most  strenuvas  efforts  be  obtained,  awing,  chiefly,  to  the  great  num- 
ber of  Waggons  k  horses  whicb  have  been  destroyed  and  worn  out 
during  the  v\^ar,  and  the  readiness  with  which  a  farmer  can  etade 
every  attempt  to  compel  bim  into  servioe  againtt  his  indtnatiott  and 
.intereat. 

The  Ooimeil  ^moeivv  h  to  be  their  da^  to  inform  ihe  Qnaiter 
Ufasler'a  depaitiMnt  of  tiie  diaappointnen  t  wkioh  they  Ibreaea  in  this 
.bosiaasa,  aad  lecommeiid  fo#  eoaaidaratiott  the  plan  of  allawSng  a 
certain  asm  per  barrel  for  eaiviage  erf  piDviaioas  from  place  to  place, 
aa  affordiBg  a  probabiHt|f  of  answering  the  parpoae  more  affeetaally, 
and  in  the  end  at  a  leea  espance  than  the  made  of  impreasing  is 
likely  to  do^— and  at  the  same  time  paaTeBting  much  mA  diatMSy 
dissatisfaction  and  complaint  among  the  people. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  very  hm'ble  ear?*, 

G.B. 

To  Charles  Pettit,  Bsq',  A.  Q.  H.  0. 


Council  to  Board  of  War,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Jane  19, 1779. 
Gentlemen.: 

By  order  of  the  Council  I  transmit  to  you  extracts  of  a  letter  from 
"Col*  Broadhead  of  the  5th  instant.  Aiso  several  Indian  speeches, 
whicli  there  is  not  time  to  copy,  and  must  tberefore  beg  you  will 
please  to  i^urn  them  after  having  inspected  them  or  taken  copy 
of  them  if  yon  think  them  of  consequence. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Tour  very  humble  servant, 

T,  M.Seo^. 
Hnble.  Board  of  War. 


FKAR(Jia  OtTRmiT  TO  Suo'y.  Matlack,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

There  is  two  large  guns  that  the  Enemy  have  thrown  over  the 
Public  Wharfe  in  the  Northern  Liberties;  I  take  tham  to  be  country 
made  twelve  pounders;  wQlbe  much  obliged  to  you  to  order  the 
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propper  persons  to  have  them  remoTed  as 'soon  as  possible,  u  they 
are  (UDgerous  to  the  Bottomd  of  Vessels  landtiig  wood  «t  that  Wharf. 

I  am  your  most  obt  8en\ 

Jane  19lh,  1779.  FRAN'S  GURNET. 

Directed f — Colonel  Matlaok,  Present 


Prb8.  Bbeb  to  Board  of  War,  1779. 

■ 

Gent.; 

We  reeeived  yonr  Favoar  of  this  Day — the  Anxkty  of  the  Pra- 
oners  to  remain  at  Reading  does  not  lessen  our  Apprehension  of 
fiurther  Difiioalties  on  that  Sttbjeot.  Bat  as  we  have  no  Disposition 
to  cross  their  Inelinations  unneeessarilyi  we  will  make  Inquiry  how 
far  Harmony  &  good  Hamoar  nny  be  preset  wed,  A  aequaint  you 
with  the  Resalt.  In  the  mean  Time,  they  will,  of  oonrse,  roorain 
in  their  present  Quarters.  We  shall  be  happy  to  co-operate  with 
jour  HoQ^  Board  on  all  Oooasions,  ft  cannot  butjjexpress  our  S 
&otion  ai  the  Prospect  of  harmonising  in  all  pubuok  Meaanres. 

I  am^  Gknt| 

Tour  most  Obed.  Hbl.« 
Indonedj 

Jund  20*^.    To  the  Honble.  Board  of  War. 


Prbs.  Bebd  to  Col.  Bbnj.  Blyths. 

Shippensburg,  Cumberland  Connty,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  2'  Inst^  has  been  duly  received.  That  an 
Officer  or  Soldier  who  has  been  a  Prisoner,  &  is  regularly  exchanged^ 
should  be  exempted  from  Militia  Duty,  cannot  be  admitted  on  any 
Principle  of  Justice,  Reason  or  Policy.  In  this  City,  where  the 
Pretences  of  Exemption,  as  being  in  Continental  Employ,  Desertera 
from  the  Enemy,  &  many  others  of  like  kind  have  been  numerous, 
one  uniform  &  steady  Answer  has  been  given.  That  all  the  Ex- 
emptaond  were  manifest  on  the  Face  of  the  Law,  &  we  can  make 
none  other.  Having  pursued  this  Line  with  Firmness,  we  find  oar 
Militia  more  respectable  than  ever,  &  more  generat  Satisfaction 
given.  We  are  very  sorry  that  the  Gentlemen  you  refer  to  in 
your  Letter,  should  make  the  Duty  of  the  Lieutenant  more  difficult 
than  it  otherwise  is.  As  we  must  know  best  what  we  meant  by  the 
Orders  we  gave,  we  can  truly  say  they  are  mistaken  in  their  Con- 
struction of  them,  &  should  any  ill  advised  Persona  commence  suits 
or  endeavour  to  harass  Officers  in  the  upright  Discharge  of  their 
Duty,  it  will  become  ours  to  support  &  maintain  them,  &  at  all 

*  See  page  480. 
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Svonto  take  Care  thej  shall  be  exposed  to  no  Loss  by  their  psbUek 
Servieee.  That  Gentlemen  in  Assembly  should  advise  an  Officer  to 
dispense  with  the  Law  is  so  extraordinary  that  we  oannot  but  hope 

{on  have  been  misinformed ;  should  the  Case  be  so  it  shows  an 
nattention  to  the  sacred  Obligation  of  Laws,  which  we  should 
never  have  expected  from  those  who  are  called  to  the  great  Busi- 
ness of  framing  them.  The  grand  Revolution  in  Kngland  in 
1688|  was  chiefly  occasioned  by  an  arbitrary  Attempt  of  this 
kind,  which  that  Nation  could  never  bear,  even  from  a  King,  & 
aball  we,  who  live  under  a  Government  of  Laws,  &  not  of  MeUi 
undertake  to  say  what  Laws  shall  be  dispensed  with,  &  what  are  to 
be  obeyjod.  If  the  Supreme  Executive  branch  of  Government  was 
to  assume  that  Power  in  a  ungle  Instance,  they  would  become 
Tyrants ;  we  can  never,  therefore,  countenance  in  any  other  Offieen 
of  Government  Doctrines  &  Praetices  which  we  ourselves  abhor. 
If  Laws  are  Inadequate,  opprassive,  partial  or  obscure,  the  Eepre- 
sentatives  of  the  People  in  Assembly  should  alter,  amend,  &  explain 
them  5  but  that  important  Branch  of  Government  would  become 
Qseless  &  contemptible  if  anv  other  Power  in  the  State  would  dis- 
pense with  any  Iaw  on  any  rretenoe.  There  have  been  several  At- 
tempts in  the  Assembly  to  dismiss  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties  as 
useless  &  expensive  offioexB ;  we  have  observed  with  satisfaction  that 
the  House  have  thought  otherwise,  our  Opinion  being  clear  &  ex- 
plicit that  they  are  not  only  useful  but  essentially  necessary,  &  that 
the  Measure  h  only  a  Prelude  to  laying  aside  the  Militia  Law  itself, 
which  being  a  most  respectable  Bond  of  Union  to  the  true  WhigSf 
ft  a  great  Support  to  Government,  is  odious  to  them,  who  are  dis- 
affected to  the  Liberty  &  Independence  of  America,  &  disagreeable 
to  those  who  desire  a  Change  ^f  the  present  Government.  As  to 
the  former  we  can  hardly  expect  that  Minds  so  depraved  ft  corrupt 
oan  be  amended,  but  we  trust  the  latter  will  see  their  Error.  For  the 
Hbtory  of  all  Countries,  our  own  Experience,  ft  even  the  Testimony 
of  our  Enemies,  all  oononr  to  prove  that  a  well  regulated  Militia,  h 
such  we  are  now  very  capable  of  having,  is  the  best  Defence  against 
»n  invading  Enemy,  ft  surest  Safeguard  of  publiok  Liberty.  In  the 
present  Mode  of  carrying  on  the  War  by  distressing  our  Coast  ft 
Frontkn,  it  is  the  only  Defence  we  can  make,  for  bow  can  the 
Continental  Army  march  from  one  part  of  America  to  another  to 
meet  the  Enemy,  who,  being  Superior  at  Sea,  will  transport  them- 
selves from  the  most  Distant  Part  of  America  with  more  Ease  than 
our  Troops  can  maroh  from  one  State  to  another.  That  Man  there- 
fore, who,  under  these  Ciroumstanees,  would  weaken  the  *  Militia, 
eannot  be  a  Friend  to  his  Country,  be  his  Pretences  otherwise  what 
they  may,  for  in  so  doing,  be  co-operates  with  its  Enemies  more 
effectually  than  if  he  joined  them  in  Arms.  With  these  sentiments 
we  cannot  but  applaud  your  Firmness  ft  Patriotism,  ft  assure  you  of 
our  Support  ft  sincere  Begard.  We  have  received  Letten  from 
CoL  Garutheis^  M'  Sharpe,  ft  M'  Gregory,  all  desiring  to  resign. 
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We  are  heartly  sorry  for  the  Opposition  &  Discoiirageinent  Aey 
have  met  with,  but  we  would  wish  them  to  reflect  that  dj  restgniog 
thej  answer  the  Purposes  of  their  Opponetite,  ft  give  the  most 
pernioioas  Enconragement  to  distress  the  Officers  of  Government  ob 
all  future  OceastODS.  That  free  Gtovemments,  such  as  ours,  should 
he  administered  without  Opposttiony  is  not  to  be  expected,  &  if 
■every  Officer  gives  Way  when  opposed  by  ambitions,  interested,  o)r 
ignorant  Men^  we  must  either  give  up  onr  Liberty  or  all  kind  of 
Qovernment.  We  would  recommend,  ft  we  trust  we  shall  not  go 
too  far,  if  we  say  onr  own  Experience  enables  us  so  to  do,  a  firm, 
steady,  ft  temperate  Line  of  Conduct,  not  yielding  to  factious 
Olamours  on  the  one  Hand,  or  disregarding  Just  Representations  on 
the  other,  ft  least  of  all,  giving  Opposition  a  Triumph  by  quitting 
Office  on  that  Account.  The  above  Gentlemen  all  set  forth  as 
Oauses  of  Resignation  some  private  Reasons,  but  the  Time  ft  Cir- 
cumstance led  us  to  believe  that  so  general  a  Resignation  could  not 
happen  but  from  some  other  Reasons.  We  have  not,  therefore, 
accepted  their  Resignations,  nor  will  it  be  done  till  the  Gentlemeli 
have  had  full  Oppo^  to  consider  npon  it  &  see  the  Gonsequenoes — H 
after  this,  tfaey  are  resolved  upon  it,  ft  will  themselves  gratify  thefr 
Enemies,  we  must  acquiesce,  but  we  have  too  ffood  an  Opinion  of 
their  Integrity  &  good  Sence  to  believe  they  wiu  do  it  at  t^is  TimC| 
all  Circumstances  considered. 

I  am  Sir;  with  dae  Regard  ft  Esteem, 

Your  obed.  ffirfe  8err. 

1779;  June  2l8t.    To  Colonel  Benjamin  Bty the. 


Lt.  Col.  Adam  Hublbt  to  Prbs.  Rbbb,  1779. 

Sanburry^  JTune  21at,  1779. 
«r, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  acquainting  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  post,  at 
present  every  thing  about  this  seems  quiet — the  refuges  here  talk  of 
returning  again  to  their  farms.  I'm  in  hopes  they  will  be  able 
peaceably  to  enjoy  them. 

Inclosed  yoa  will  receive  a  Return  of  my  Regiment.  The  four 
Indcpendant  Companies  excepted,  (between  70  &  80  in  number) 
they  have  not  yet  join'd  me,  but  expeot  them  in  a  few  daya.  My 
Regiment  at  present  occupies  three  posts,  via*,  Forts  Munoey,  Jen- 
kins ft  this  place.  Duty  is  exceedingly  hard.  Those  places  being 
posts  of  the  greatest  importance  in  this  quarter,  and  require  the 
atrioteat  attention  ft  allertness. 

The  generotts  Provisions  made  by  our  Legislature  in  famishing  as 
with  Stores,  ftc.,  in  a  great  measure  compensates  fer  the  many 
&tigiie8  and  haidahipe  ot  our  poor  bat  worthy  soldiers.    Ike  fixat  ft 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVE8  1779.  499 

only  supply  yel  reoehed  is  sent  to  the  several  posts  and  neairhf 
exhausted.  I  much  entreat  your  Exoellencj  will  be  pleas'd  to  order 
UDOther  supply  for  the  use  of  my  Regiment.  Oapt.  Bush^  the  Imrer 
hereof,  will  wait  your  orders  on  that  head.  Should  any  oflSoers' 
doathing  be  ready  your  EoelU  will  bo  pleas'd  to  order  on  some  like» 
wise,  my  officers  rthose  exoepted  who  have  ahready  been  furnished) 
at  present  are  in  tne  greutest  want,  and  some  absolutely  ttoocssitatei 
to  use  soldier's  oloatbes.  Their  brave  and  good  conduct  (acknowl- 
edged by  your  Excels  &  the  Honb*'  body  over  which  you  preside) 
since  tbeir  station  in  this  quarter,  and  their  present  perseveren^e 
induces  me,  more  particularly,  to  press  their  wants  to  your  Excel- 
lency. Encouraged  by  your  good  dispositioB  &  great  attentton  (for 
which  you  are  8o  eromint^  distinguished)  towards  the  officers  &  men, 
I  shall  rest  satisfied  that  every  thing  will  be  done  to  render  the  en- 
suing Campaign  (which  certainly  will  be  attended  in  this  uninhap- 
peted  &  wild  country  with  many  &  great  Difficulties)  a/ easy  and 
comfortable  as  possible. 

I  have  the  Honur  to  be, 

With  greatest  respeot, 

Your  Exoelleneya  most  ob^  ham*  Serv^, 

ADM.  HUBLET,  L*  Col.,  com«  11. 

Directed, 

(Public  service.) 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Aeed,  Esq.,  Preaideat  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Mr.  Holkbr  to  Prbsidbnt  Bssd,  1779. 

Philadelphia  y*  22d  June,  1779. 

Sir,       . 

Mess**  Nesmos  &  Yaillant,  French  Merchants,  established  in  this 
City,  having  claimed  the  Privileges  of  the  Flag  &  having  remonstrated 
to  me  that  the  collector  of  taxes  has  siimmon'd  them'  for  payment  of 
the  militia  tax,  &  has  threatn'd  to  take  part  of  the  goods  in  their 
Shop  in  payment  thereof, — I  cannot  refuse  to  claim  in  their  behalf 
the  Privileges  of  the  Nation,  which  though  not  Pof^itively  determined 
by  Congress,  are  necessarily  understood ;  should  Congress  hereafter 
Determine  that  traders  from  France  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  Laws 
which  are  binding  as  Americans,  they  shall  readily  comply  there- 
with, &  amerieans  m  France  shall  be  Beoiprocally  treated  through  his 
Majesty's  dominions,  on  the  most  equal  footing,  it  Being  His  Majesty's 
intention  expressed  by  treaty.  In  the  mean  while  I  Requesl  that  your 
Exoeileney  will  please  to  stay  all  porsuita  against  the  above  Genftlemen 


600  .  PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVBS  1779. 

from  all  Constables,  OoUecten,  &o.,  till  tiiia  matter  is  finallj  settled. 
8hoald  your  Ezcellenoy  think  it  neoessary  that  these  Qentlemen 
should  give  an  obligatory  note  for  payment  of  their  Qaota  of  tazes^  I 
shall  see  it  done  to  vour  satisfaotion,  Providing  the  payment  thereof 
is  deffer'd  till  a  final  &  general  arrangement  ean  take  plaoe. 

I  hope  your  Ezoellency  will  favor  me  with  an  answer  to  thb  Letter, 
&  Believe  me  with  Due  Respect, 

His  most  obedient  Servant, 

HOLKER.* 
Indorsedf 

[Bead  in  Oooncil,  June  23d,  1779.    T.  M.,  Sec'y.] 


Bbsolution  of  CQNaRESS,  1779. 

In  Congress,  June  22d,  1779. 

Sesolved,  That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  Legislative  &  Executive 
powers  of  the  several  states,  more  especially  those  that  are  adjacent 
to  Long  island  and  other  places  in  possession  of  the  Enemy  to  take 
the  most  effectual  measures  to  prevent  plundering  the  Inhabitants 
of  such  places,  and  all  officers  of  the  army  are  directed  to  ose  their 
utmost  exertions  to  prevent  such  practices. 

Bztnct  firom  the  Minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
Indorwd^ 
Bead  in  Council,  June  26,  1779.    T.  M.,  Sec'y. 


GsN.  St.  Clair  to  Pbbsidsnt  Reed,  1779. 

Camp  at  Smith's  Clove,  June  23d,  1779. 

Sir, 

A  Board  of  Officers  has  been  sitting  for  some  Days  to  adjust  and 
settle  the  Recruiting  Accounts,  but  they  find  the  accounts  of  Money 
advanced  for  the  R^ruiting  Services,  that  have  been  transmitted  to 
me,  very  imperfect ;  many  of  the  officers  acknowledging  the  Receipt 
of  large  Sums  with  which  they  are  not  there  charged.  Inclosed  is 
a  Memorandum  they  sent  me  on  that  Head.  In  Order,  however, 
that  we  might  be  able  to  make  some  Ouess,  at  least,  how  they  stand 
with  the  Public, — ^I  have  desired  them  to  go  on  and  take  the  accounts 

•  See  Cd.  Rso.,  YcL  Zlt,  p.  80;  and  answer,  page  602  of  this. 
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from  the  officers  themaelTeB  of  what  they  reoetved.  A  great  Deal  of 
Money,  I  observe,  is  charged  to  officers  who  have  either  resigned  or 
are  sapernumeraries.  The  Expenditure  of  that  cannot  be  enquired 
into  here ;  but,  as  soon  as  a  Report  w  made  I  will  transmit  to 
Council  a  List  of  those  officei*s,  with  the  sums  they  are  charged  with, 
respectively,  that  they  mav  be  called  to»Account  by  them.  There 
is  a  Lieut.  Philip  Gibbons  of  the  sixth  Regiment,  who  has 
received  an  enormous  sum,  made  few  or  no  Recruits,  and  the  Com- 
manding officer  tells  me  cannot  be  got  to  join  his  Regiment,  but  is 
lurking  about  Philadelphia.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  well  enoush  to 
secure  him  there,  unless  he  settles  his  Accounts,  and  then  send  him 
on  to  Camp  to  be  tried.  Colonel  Nicola,  I  dare  say,  oan  hunt  him 
out. 

Now  I  have  mentioned  Colonel  Nicola,  I  doubt  whether  his  con- 
tinuing to  recruit  for  the  Line  in  Philadelphia,  will  answer  any  good 
Purpose,  every  Man  he  has  yet  sent  on  has  deserted,  one  only  ex- 
cepted. The  Bounty  is  now  so  large  that,  if  possible^  no  Man  should 
be  engaged  that  there  is  not  a  great  prohability,  at  leaaty  that 
he  will  continue  in  the  Service  from  Principle,  and  that  is  scarce  to 
be  expected  amongst  the  Vagabonds  picked  up  about  Philadelphia. 

Colonel  Craig  has  requested  me  to  reooommend  to  Council  Mr. 
Peter  Cunningham  to  serve  as  an  Ensign  in  his  Regiment ;  and  a 
Mr.  James  Ouchrist  has  this  Day  joined  the  fifth  Regiment  in  that 
Character.  He  is  a  very  promising  young  Man,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
commend him,  and  that  his  Commission  may  bcHur  this  Date  The 
Commissions  of  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Kinney  are  not  yet  come  up. 
Colonel  Craig  requests  me  to  put  you  in  Mind  of  them  also. 

There  has  been  no  Movements  in  the  Enemy's  Army  lately,  they 
continue  entrenched  on  Stony  Point  on  this  side  the  River,  and  on 
the  opposite  shore,  without  venturing  abroad  almost  at  all,  and  when 
ever  they  do  they  constantly  lose  Men  by  Desertion.  We  are  in 
earnest  Expectation  to  have  the  News  from  Carolina  confirmed,  which 
1  hope  you  have  before  Now,  the'  it  has  not  yet  reached  Us. 

After  a  most  severe  fit  of  the  GK>ut,  which  confined  me  to  my  bed 
for  a  fortnight,  I  began  to  hobble  about  again,  and  have  laid  in  a 
Stock  of  Health  and  Spirits  by  it  to  serve  me  the  rest  of  the  Cam- 
paign^ and  am, 

With  Esteem  &  Respect^  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant| 

A'  St.  CLAIR. 
To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 
Ifidorsedf 
Answered  July  15th,  ^  M'  Broadhead. 
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Pass.  Rbbo  to  Officbbs  at  Mud  Islakd,  &o.,  1779. 

Sir,  . 

The  Council  recollectiDg^that  jour  tour  of  dutj  is  nearly  expired, 
I^ave  ordered  a  relief.  It  is  with  great  satisfaction  we  have  observed 
the  alacrity  with  which  you  undertook  and  the  fidelity  you  have 
shewn  in  performing  this  service.  For  which  I  beg  you,  the  officers 
^nd  privates^  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks,  as  well  as  of  the  Board  at 
vrhich  I  have  the  honour  to  preside. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  dae  regard, 

Your  most  obedient 

&  Very  humble  Servant, 

J.  R.,  President. 

Ooonoil  Cbaniber,  June  23, 1779. 

To  Officer  commanding  at  Mud  Island  ft  at  Biilingsport. 


Prbs.  Rekb  to  Mr.  Holker,  French  Consul,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Pbilada.,  June  2Sd,  1779. 
Sir,  « 

Your  Favour  of  yesterday*  I  this  Day  had  the  Honour  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Council,  &  tho'  there  are  no  express  Privilcdges  stipulated 
for  the  Subjects  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  the  Reason,  Justice 
&  Propriety  of  giving  them  all  proper  Indulgence  are  with  us  Mo- 
tives equally  forcible.  We  have  therefore  considered  the  Claim  of 
Messrs.  Nesmos  &  Yaillant  with  the  Attention  due  to  it  &  to  your 
Representation,  upon  which  I  beg  Leave  to  observe.  That  the  Mili- 
tia Law  of  this  State  having  been  made  at  an  early  Period  of  this 
Contest,  did  not  make  any  Exceptions,  but  in  favour  of  Delegates  of 
Congress  &  of  the  principal  Officers  of  Government,  nevertheless 
they  have  been  extended  to  Persona  either  of  puUiok  Character, 
Mariners,  or  mere  transient  Traders.  But  if  they  become  Resident, 
as  they  derive  a  Protection  from  the  Laws  &  Government,  we  appre- 
hend they  owe  a  temporary  Submission,  &  more  especially  on  a 
Service  not  only  necessary  but  honourable.  If  the  Gentlemen  wh^ 
are  the  Subjects  of  the  present  Application  are  those  who  applied 
to  the  President,  &  have  been  established  here  for  two  Years  in 
Trade,  we  apprehend  the  granting  their  Request  will  be  attended 

*  See  page  499. 
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wHk  mttW  Inoanvedieiioe.  Whila  they  remaia  hara,  whatBVcr  may 
be  their  Profesmooa  of  SubjeotioD,  tbej  withdraw  themsehes  from 
the  Daty  they  owe  their  Prioee,  ft  if  indaiged  with  the  Exemption 
required  they  would  have  all  the  Priviledgea  without  doing  any  of 
the  Duties  of  Subjectii  If  an  lahaVitant  of  this  State  eboald  reaide 
above  3  or  at  moat  ^  Months  in  any  of  the  Dominions  of  FrancOi 
we  should  be  far  from  desiring  any  Exemption  from  a  -Duty  of  this 
kind,  ft  in  Case  of  aotua)  Invasion  we  should  hope  any  Subject  of 
this  Stale  would  deem  it  a  Duty  to  join  in  repelling  4he  Enemyi  as 
obligatory  as  if  this  State  was  invaded. 

For  ought  appears  in  the  present  Case,  these  Gentlemen  may 
oentinne  here  during  Life,  ft  by.  an  easy  Bltension  of  the  Priaoiple, 
soreen  themselves  from  all  tk^  Duties  ft  Burthens  of  Sul^jeots  to 
either  Gboniry,  a  Doctrine- which  would  be  pemioious  to  both.  We 
should  therefore  from  the  present  Ooasideratioa  of  this  Case  reoomr 
mend  to  these  Persons,  if  they  have  leeided  here  above  6  Months, 
which  we  understand  is  the  usual  term  in  the  West  ladies,  to  sub* 
mit  to  the  Law,  ft  either  perform  the  Service  or  pay  the  Pine,  ft  as 
the  Assembly  has  under  Oonsideration  a  Bill  touching  the  Privi- 
ledges  of  French  Subjects,  this  Case  may  very  naturally  ft  properly . 
be  included.  Should  an  ISxemption  be  generally  granted  from  ser- 
vices ef  this  Nature  throughout  the  Unii^  States,  Pennsylvania  will 
most  readily  concur  in  a  genefel  System,  but  we  ^bink  it  would  not 
be  decent  or  proper  for  any  single  State  to  establish  Principles  ft . 
Regulations  which  in  thehr  Gonsequences  aflfect  all  the  rest.  Upon 
this  Footing,  therefore,  we  beg  Leave  to  rest  it,  assuring  yon  of  our 
very  sincere  Beepeet  ft  Begard. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  ft  very  Hbbl.  Ser.* 


Mr.  IIoLKBBy  Fabnch  CoKsiTL,  TO  Pab6I]>bnt  Rebd,  1779; 

Philadelphia;  June  the  24thy  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  this  minute  honor'd  with  your  letter  dated  in  Council  y«  23* 
June :  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  present  to  write  you  mapy  obier-^ 
vations  I  have  made  on  its  contents :  But  I  cannot  obmit  Beturniog 
you  my  grateful  thanks  for  y*  attention  which  you  ft  the  Council 
have  been  pleased  to  pay  to  my  previous  letter,  ft  to  the  Represen- 
tations of  Mess"  Nesmos  ft  Vaillant:  It  is  also  my  duty  to  add,  that 
I  cannot  perceive  why  you  should  now  begin  to  exact  the  Militia 
tax  from  these  French  Gentlemen,  when  you  have  not  extended  the 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  80. 
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effect  of  the  Law  to  persons,  either  otpublick  charader.  mariiMn  or 
or  mere  trannent  traders  though  these  are  not  ezoeptea  bj  the  lawi 
of  this  State :  nor  can  I  see  why  yon  do  not  answer  me  with  Respect> 
to  their  obligatory  note,  which  t  proposed  and  derised  merely  to 
Shew  these  Gentlemen's  good  will  and  mT  own,  as  also  to  Gonvinoe 
yon  that  in  the  present  stale  of  things^  it  is  not  of  absolute  necessity 
that  the  Council  should  enforce  the  Execution  of  the  Law  with  which 
you  have  thought  proper  to  dispense  so  far,  since  the  Consequent 
demands  for  the  tax  can  be  secured  to  the  State :  I  must  moreover 
declare  to  you  that  till  I  see  some  stronger  motives,  I  cannot  consent 
that  taxes  should  be  collected  from  freaoh  traders,  till  such  time 
Congress  has  determined  finally  on  this  Matter :  nor  can  I  wish  thai 
you  should  put  me  under  the  neeessiQr  of  remonstrating  to  his  Ma> 
jesty  on  this  Subject,  and  to  his  Minisler  plenipotentiary,  &  of 
shewing  them  the  necessity  of  depriving  the  inhabitants  of  tne  state 
of  Pensilvanla  of  those  advantages  which  the  King  so  liberally  ex« 
tends  to  the  subjects  of  all  his  allies,  k  to  those  of  the  other  united 
states  of  america. 

In  the  mean  while  you  may  depend  that  though  frtnch  Qentlemen 
or  traders  having  no  Estate  or  landed  property  in  the  State,  should 
be  Exempt  from  the  obligation  of  turning  out  with  the  Militia, 
they  are  always  ready  to  face  the  Common  Enemy,  whenever  neces- 
sity will  require  their  presence,  or  they  should  be  properly  called 
out. 

In  order  that  your  Excollencnr  ft  the  Council  should  be  fully 
Masters  of  the  Subjects  now  Beme  them,-— I  have  the  honour  of 
transmitting  them  a  Copy  of  the  Memorial  presented  me  By  MessP* 
Vaillant  &  Nesmos,  wnich  will  fully  elucidate  their  pretensions : 
should  you  come  to  any  further  resolutions  on  this  account,  I  Be- 
quest you'll  please  to  Communicate  them  to  me  so  as  I  may  trans- 
mit the  same  to  his  Majesty,  and  to  his  Minister  plenipotentiary,  to 
the  united  States  to  whom  I  am  bound  to  rendw  an  exact  account 
thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Beraain 

most  Bespectfully  Sir, 

your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

HOLKEB.* 
Ifuhrsed^ 

Read  in  Council  June  26, 1779. 

T.  M.  DCo  y* 

*  See  page  499,  602. 
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Co^.  BRopnAB  TO  Pus.  Beed,  1779. 

Heid  Qiwtflt^  PittriHiisb,  Jane  24, 1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

About  «  TortoigU  Ago,  three  Men  which  I  had  aeni  to  recoooitva 
Ihe  Seneca  Country,  returned  (ropn  Venango^  being  ohaced  by  « 
number  of  WarrioM  who  we]:e  coming  down  the  River  in  Ganoea; 
they  oonitnoed  the  pursuit  nntill  they  eume  to  this  mde  Kittanning, 
and  the  White  Men  narrowly  escaped.  A  few  Days  after  they  re- 
tiiimed.  Captain  Srady,  with  twenty  white  Men  and  a  yonns  Dela- 
ware Chief,  all  well  painted,  set  out  towitrdft  the  Seneca  UoiuHryy 
and  the  Indian  warriors  piooeeded  towards  the  Settlements.  They 
killed  a  Soldier  between  Forts  Crawford  ft  Hand,  ft  prooeedad  A 
^BasrecUj  Settlement,  when  <bef  kiUed  •  Woman  ft  hf»  few  Child- 
ra,ft  took  two  CaiUdroft  priaotten.  Oapi^BcadyfeU  in  wilk.M««i 
In^ns  of  this  fvirij  labent  15  Miles  aboM  •  KittanMBg,  wkeie  tka 
Indiana  had  ehesen  «n  advantamna  niioataott  fcr  tkmr  Ouip.  Hai 
however,  surrounded  them,  and  attacked  at  tfaa  bieakof  Baj.  The 
Indian  Captain,  a  notorious  Warrior  of  the  Mnncy  Nation,  was  kiUed 
on  the  spot,  and  several  more  mwtally  wounded,  but  the  woods  were 
remarkably  thick,  and  the  party  oooM  not  parsae  the  villains  Inu^ 
after  they  had  stopped  their  wonnds,  which  they  always  do  as  soon 
as  possible  after  receiving  them.  Capt^  I^ndyi  however,  retook 
six  horses,  the  two  prisonert,*  the  Scalps  ft  all  their  plunderi  and 
took  all  the  Indians  Guns,  Tomahawks,  Match  Coats,  Mockmns,  in 
fine  every  thing  they  had  except  their  Breech  Clouts.  Capjf.n  Bnidy 
has  great  Meiil,  but  none  has  more  distinguished  MeHtit  thls^nler^ 
prise  than  the  young  Delaware  Chief,  whoee  name  is  Nanowhnd  (or 
George  Witaen.)  Bafoie  Capt'n  Brady  retomed,  Lieut^  Hardin  set 
ant  with  a  party  of  eleven  oheice  Men,  «nd  I  am  certain  he  wiU  not 
return  without  Scalps  er  prisoners  from  the  Seneea  Country. 

Lient^  Col^  Bayard,  with  120  Rank  ft  file,  is  now  employed  in 
Erecting  a  Stockade  Fort  at  Kittanning,  which  will  effectually  seonre 
the  Frootiefs  of  Westmoreland  ft  Bedfeird  Ooonties,  provided  Scouta 
are  employed  aocording  to  my  Directions. 

The  Mohickins  ft  Mawnese  have  eent  me  a  string  of  Whtt6 
W-ampnm  and  n  Speech,  requesting  me  to  take  pity  on  them  and 
Buffer  them  to  enjoy  the  Blessings  of  peace.  I  believe  I  have  fn^U 
ened  them  by  bringing  over  to  obr  Interest  their  chief  aHies  the 
Hurons,  lewas,  C^epwae,  ft  Pootiotomfcs.  By  the  inclosed  Letters 
ft  Speeches  year  Kx^eninr  will  discover  the  change,  and  if  I  had 
but  a  small  ^qaaati^  ef  Indian  Goods,  I  would  make  them  Humble 
the  Mingoes  ft  capture  many  of  the  English,  4>ut  unfortunately  I 
am  not  in  possession  of  a  single  Article  to  pay  them  with. 

*  Jhest  two  ebildten  are  (said  to  be)now  living ;  one  in  Weetarardattd  Co., 
the  other  in  Butler.     L.  C  Draper  has  statements  from  theok 
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I  have  now  a  4X)iuiiderable  qaandtj  of  ProvisioDs,  &  ooald  make  a 
aocoesBfttl  Campaign  up  the  AUegLanji  but  I  am  not  at  Liberty  to 
do  it. 

It  woold  giTe  me  pleamire  to  know  what  reward  might  safely  be 
offered  for  Indian  Scalps. 

The  wioked  Waggoners  &  pack  horse  drivers  have  destroyed  at 
least  one  sixth  of  oar  Spirits,  &o.    In  future  it  had  better  be  cased, 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  most  Sincere  regard  k  Estieem, 

Your  Excellencies  most  Obed'  & 
most  H'ble  Serv^ 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
H]a  BxoellV  Gov  Beed. 

P.  8. 

A  small  pffesenl  from  Gengresa  or  from  onr  Slate  to  my  young 
DelawaN  Hero  woold  be  properly  bestowed.  His  Exoellenoy  the 
Obmnaader  being;  now  at  a  very  great  distance  from  CkmgreBS,  I 
ahall  be  much,  oblidged  to  yon  fer  making  them  acquainted  with  the 
Contents  of  yoiir  Paoioel. 


Capt.  John  McCulloh  to  Phes.  Besd,  1779. 

Sir, 

.  I  Be^'d  yoor  fiivonr  of  yesterdav's  date,  and  I  am  exoeedingly 
happy  to  find  that  my  endeavours  has  met  with  your  Exoelicncy's 
and  the  Hon^^  Conncirs  approbation.  I  have  presented  yonr  thanks 
to  the  Officers  and  men  I  have  the  honour  lo  Command,  which  they 
rec'd  with  the  warmest  glow  of  gratitude,  not  only  on  acoount  if 
your  goodness  contained  in  yonr  last^  but  also  for  the  strict  attention 
you  have  paid  to  things  pertaining  to  our  Comfort  and  Satis&ctioo, 
which  have  even  exceeded  our  most  sanguine  hope,  the  GreatfnU 
Remembrance  of  which  I  assure  you  will  not  eaely  be  de&oed>  foe 
which  I  with  the  Offioars  and  men  undev  my  ooramand  pray  your 
Excellency  and  the  Hon^*  Council  to  receive  our  warmest  and  uHr 
feigned  thanks,  and 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  grefttest  Eespeet, 

Your  moat  obedient  ft  very  humble  Sarvent, 

JOa»  M'CULLOH, 

Capt.  Coim'c  at  Billiagsport 
Billingsport,  June  24, 1779. 

Dtreciedf  •'  . 

Hia  SxoelleBcy  Joseph  Beed,  Esq^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania* 


•  •  f 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779.  607 

Pass.  OF  OoNQRBSS  TO  Pbes.  Bbsd,  1779. 

PhikdelpUa,  24th  June,  1779. 
Sir, 

Herewith  eiielofled  70a  will  reeeive  a  Copy  of  An  Act  of  Oongraee 
of  the  22iid  Inst,  on  the  Subject  of  plnndmng  The  Inhebitante  of 
Plaoes  in  the  Enemy's  Possession. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  - 

With  great  Respect, 

Yoor  ExceUency's 

Most  Obed'  ServMitf 

JOHN  JAY,  Presid*. 
His  Ezcellenoy,  President  Reed. 

Jfidonement, 
Read  in  Council  June  26,  1779. 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 


D.  Bartrbm  Galbbaith  to  Prbs.  Bbbb,  1779. 

Donegal,  24«»  June,  1779. 
Hay  it  Please  your  Ezcellenoy, 

On  the  21*'  Ins^  I  rec*  a  letter  from  Col"  Greenewalt,  who  super- 
intends at  Lebanon,  for  a  Continuance  thereof,  as  there  was  no  prob- 
ability of  the  Stores  being  removed  from  that  place ;  k  from  the 
mind  of  Council  when  I  was  last  in  Pbilad",  thro^the  expectation  of 
the  board  of  Warr  renewing  their  orders  for  the  express  removal  of  the 
Stores  at  that  place  before  this  time,  wrote  him  for  Answer,  that  I 
was  not  Authorised  by  Council  for  the  Continuance  of  a  Guard  at 
that  post  any  longer,  therefore  expected  that  every  endavour  should 
be  made  use  of  for  their  removal*— this  I  lee*  another  from  Col* 
Greenewalt  to  the  Same  effect,  as  also  one  from  Col«  Flower,  Com*^ 
Gkn*  of  Mil'y  Stores,  (which  I  herewith  transmit  you,)  in  a  Style  of 
Language  not  very  agreeable;  however,  I  have  answered  him,  ^ 
the  Copy  of  which  is  also  sent,  that  you  might  be  furnished  with  a 
true  State  of  the  matter  should  any  thing  on  thU  Subject  come  in 
course.  In  answer  to  the  former,  I  called  on  the  eighth  Class  of 
the  Lebanon  Militia,  (being  on  the  spot)  least  any  thing  should  hap- 
pen untill  your  further  Pleasure  in  that  matter  may  be  knowB| 
which  I  expect  as  soon  as  Convenient.  ' 


$08  PENNSYLVANIA  AEOmVBS  1779. 

On  my  retarn  from  Philada*,  at  Lano'  by  Express  I  ordered  a 
Subaltern  &  18  men  to  Ooxes-tDwn«  {from  tlie  LtbaEOon  Guards)  as 
a  Guard  for  the  Stores  there ;  their  time  also  expired  the  20^  Ids*. 
I  O0old  wish  wkh  all  my  beavtf  that  a  Number  of  men  neoessary  for 
Guards  at  these  differeut  posts,  were  provided  as  standing  troops ;  for 
under  the  militia  Law  it  is  Impraotioable  to  furnish  Guards  &  do 
«qttal  jnttice  Ho  the  peofde^-^^mtwithatandipgy  SufastHutes  are  not 
allowed  of  by  a  late  Supi^ment  to  tlie  Militia  Law^  there  is  faardl^ 
any  other  on  those  Guards  ]  the  poUoy  of  the  near  to  wheve  Stores 
are  placed,  they  lay  out  evry  sohame  possible  for  performing  their 
tower  of  duty  there,  as  the  can  procure  a  Substitute  for  that  duty 
much  lower  than  for  one  to  goe  into  the  field.  A  Number  of  People 
amongst  themselves  say  a  Militia  Law  is  good  &  neoessary,  yet  our 
opinion  is  the  meaning  of  Militia  Laws  are,  that  when  our  State  is 
invaded  our  duty  is  to  turn  out,  but  those  Guards  at  so  many 
Various  places  are  oppressive.  I  should  not  have  ventured  to. put 
this  in  Letters  to  you  even  on  hearing  it,  only  -to  Show  you  the 
uneasyness  &  hardship  the  People  look  on  it  to  be  to  them  in  their 
Situation  as  Farmers;  perhaps  not  more  than  one  man  with  a 
Woman  &  five  or  Six  Small  Children  on  a  Plantation,  if  they  goe 
two  months,  perhaps  loose  their  Croop,  on  which  their  family's  live- 
lihood depend,  or  pay  one  hundred  pounds ;  &  say  they  would  not 
regard  it,  were  it  to  repel  the  enemie,  but  to  run  those  risques  to 
guard  a  few  Stores  they  look  on  it  hard.  I  have  not  as  yet  been 
able  to  send  off  the  men  for  Bedford^  but  will  call  on  untill  I  can 
raise  them. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

moet  obed<  Huble.  Ser*, 

BARTREM  GALBRAITH, 

Lieu^  for  Lancaster  County* 

Directed. — On  public  Service. 

To  His  ExoeUenoyi  Joseph  Reed;  Esq',  Preoid*  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Board  oy  Wab  to  Fu».  Bebd,  1779. 

War-Office,  26*^  June,  HTO. 
Sir, 

The  Qommtssary  of  militaiy  stores  has  informed  no,  that  M' 
Hubly ,  who  has  at  present  the  superintendence  of  tbe  magasinemt  Laa- 
oaster  does  not  incHne  to  take  charge  of  the  ammoniftion  removing 
from  Lebanon  to  th«t  pkoe ;  and  that  be  alledges  he  eannot  deliver 
up  the  key  of  the  magazine  to  any  person  without  an  order  from 
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Gonnoil.  Tho  botrd  have  tberefbre'dinotad  me  to  reoneet  yon  would 
grant  an  order  on  M'  Hably  for  the  delivery  of  the  key  to  soeh 
person  as  thay  shall  appoint  to  receive  it 

As  the  board  wish  to  avoid  any  delay  in  this  matter,  they  would 
otnoeive  themselves  obliged  by  au  answer  to  this  application  as 
speedily  as  Counoil  can  with  propriety  determine  on  it 

I  haive  the  honour  to  be, 

with  high  respeoti 

Tour  Bxoellenoy's 

most  ob.  ser., 

P.  SCULL,  Seer'y.* 

Directed. — On  pablick  service. 

His  Bxoelleney.  Joseph  Beed|  Efr^piiie,  Piesidenb  of  the  State  of 
Penn^lvania. 


*■ 


L.  Nicola,  I.  K.,  to  Pbjis.  Bsbd  1779. 

Sir, 

Two  deserters  horn  the  17th  inform  me  they  left  Kingsferry  this 
day  week  whoD  all  the  baggage  was  embarked  in  order  to  proceed  np 
the  river  to  West  point  The  army  supposed  between  nine  aad  tea 
thousand  b^i^ob^  tba  company  they  belonged  to  45  iadnding  non- 
commissioned officers,  it  was  the  strongest  in  the  regiment  but  their 
regiment  was  looked  on  as  the  weakest  on  this  siib  the  livtr.  A 
strong  work  at  stony  point  with  four  twenty  four  ponndexs  and  three 
long  twelve  pounders. 

The  troops  this  side  the  river  were  the  17th  63d  64th  and  abont 
50  Yangers.  Two  vessels  of  64  giins  each,  two  row  gidlies,  some 
bomb  vessels  k  above  30  transports  in  the  river. 

General  Clinton  went  to  New  Tork  but  is  returned  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  two  block  houses  have  been  erectod|  desertion  very 
gwat 

Permit  me  to  subscribe  myself  with  respeotj^ 

Your  Ezeellensies 

most  Obedient  Servant^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
Jwe  2&«h,  1779. 

Directed, 
To  His  Ezcelleney  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State. 

•  Bee  CoL  Bee^,  YeL  XII.,  p.  8S. 
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Mb.  Holker  to  Prbs.  Bbed,  1779. 

Philiulelphia,  y*  25th  June,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  you  %  Letter  for  yoorself  ft  Oonncily 
in  which  I  strictly  adhere  to  the  line  of  my  duty ;  I  cannot  however 
not  seise  this  opportunity  of  informing  yon  tbiit  was  yon  to  Insist 
npon  inforcing  the  measures  which  It  seems  that  Conncil  means  to. 
support,  they  would  necessarily  involve  both  nations  into  difficulties 
to  which  you  have  not  perhaps  so  fkr  attended  ft  which  I  shall  readily 
explain  to  you  whenever  you'll  think  proper,  I  should  be  sorry  that 
these  consequences  should  take  place,  on  acoouDt  of  the  individuals 
whom  it  may  Coucem,  on  acoouut  of  the  difficulties  which  might' 
arise  to  representatives  of  this  State  ft  of  my  nation,  on  acoouut  also 
of  the  Respect  I  have  allways  bore  to  your  Excellency's  Character, 
ft  Person.  I  therefore  desire  you  would  not  hnrry  matters,  before 
next  assembly  or  rather  before  Congress  can  settle  this  important 
subject,  more  especially  permit  to  say  because  the  assembljf  have  not 
under  Connderation  a  Bill  touching  the  Privileges  of  French  SubJectSf 
But  merely  Respecting  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Consul  over  french 
Seamen,  atid  the  means  to  Enforce  the  same. 
I  am  Sir,  most  Respectfully, 

your  Excellency's  most  Obedient 

ft  hnmble  Servant, 

HOLKER.* 
Diteeiedf 

'  His  Exodlency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State. 
Ind&rgedj 
'  Read  in  Council,  Jane  26, 1779.  T.  M.  Sec'y. 


Lt.  Samubl  Huntsb  to  Pbes.  Beed,  1779. 

Fort  Augusta,  26th  June,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  &vour  of  y«  2d  Inst  I  Received  by  Mr.  Martin  and  I  am 
sorry  to  acquaint  you  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  send  any  of  the 
Rangeing  Company  to  assist  in  Guarding  the  stores  up  here  from 
Estherton,  as  what  few  men  Capt  Kemplen  had  under  his  command 
was  stationed  at  Bosleys  mills  on  Chilisqoake,  and  as  for  the  Militia 
they  could  not  be  call'd  uppon  at  that  time  as  the  County  was  Quite 
drained  of  men  by  the  Boat  service,  and  the  few  spirited  men  that 
Remained  had  charge  enough  to  Guard  the  Women  ft  Childer  at  the 
diflferent  little  posts  they  were  assembled  at,  untill  such  times  as  part 
of  the  Army  marches  from  Wyoming  and  then  I  hope  Uiere  will  be 
no  Danger. 

*  See  CoL  Eee.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  82,  85,  87. 
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.  I  wrote  to  (}«D(«il  Hand  tha|b  I  had  Ordofs  from  jour  BiMlkooj 
in  giveing  all  the  aid  and  assiatance  poesable  bjr  the  militia  of  thif 
Goontv  in  forwarding  the  Storea  to  Wyoming,  and  giveiiig  him 
several  fieaaona  for  not  ooinplying  with  jonr  inalnptiona  deamd  ha 
might  aoquaint  Major  Qeneral  Snlliyan  how  thia  Connty  waa  dia- 
treaaed  and  any  thing  in  onr  power  for  y*  good  of  the  Serrioe  he 
might  Bely  nppon. 

All  the  Militia  I  oonld.  Collect  Excloaive  of  what  was  at  Fort 
freeland  k  General  Pottera,  waa  about  thirty,  which  I  ordered  to  atay ■ 
at  Sunbarry  to  Guard  the  Stores  there,  on  till  the  Continental  troops 
fietumed  from  Wyoming.  I  £60*  an  answer  from  General  Hand, 
and  he  makes  mention  to  me  it  gave  him  pain  to  demand  one  Hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  of  us,  and  he  was  certain  I  could  not  comply  with 
the  Requisition  at  the  time  he  wrote  me,  and  hopes  it  will  be  in  his 
Power  to  spare  our  militia  the  next  time  the  Boata  goes  up. 

The  medicines  is  come  safe  to  hand  which  you  mentioned  to  met 
in  your  letter  of  y*  5th  of  laat  montb,*  but  no  caae  of  Surgeona  instru- 
menta,  as  Mr.  Jennings  surgeon  to  Col.  Hartleys  Regiment  acquaint- 
ed me  he  never  Received  any  for  the  Militia  to  be  put  under  my  care 
thia  I  thought  proper  to  acquaint  you  off,  as  Doctor  Hutcbisqn  should 
have  told  Doctor  Jennings  there  was  no  instruments  to  be  had  at  that 
time. 

The  men  we  had  enlisted  for  two  months  their  times  is  Expired, 
and  according  to  agreement  they,  look  to  the  magistrates  for  their  p^ 
and  as  it  was  not  in  their  power  tq  iiave  it  C^Ieoted  in  time,  toey 
made  aplication  to  me  to  lend  them  as  much  as  would  pay  of  thos^ 
three  Companys,  Capt.  Hambrigbt  mentioned  to  me  he  waa  of  Op« 
pinion  it  would  be  allowed  by  Council,  this  I  would  be  desirous  to. 
know,  1  am  certain  they  well  deserve  their  pay  for  they  were  of  in- 
finit  service  to  this  County. 

As  the  militia  makes  aplication  to  me  for  Ammunition  mi  times 
when  they  are  ordered  out  in  their  tower  of  Duty,  and  as  1  have  none 
under  my  Imediat  'jOommand  but  must  apply  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  ContioeDtal  Troops  thats  stationed  here,  I  would  be 
desireons  you  would  Order  me  two  Hundred  w*  of  Powder  and  Eight 
Hundred  w^  of  lead  for  the  use  of  the  Connty  to  be  given  out  aa 
necessity  Requires  at  times. 

Inclosed  I  send  Capt  Thomas  Kemplens  muster  Roll,  and  am 
afraid  we  will  not  get  the  Company  made  up  in  any  Reasonable  time 
in  the  situation  we  are  in  at  present,  Keraplen  &  his  men  is  gon  to 
Wyoming  with  the  last  Escort. 
I  am  y  Excdlencys 

most  Obd^  and 

Very  Humb*  Serv*, 

SAM.  HUNTER,  Lieu*  N.  0. 

N.  B.  I  Bee'  a  letter  from  Major  General  Sullivan  inclosing  an 
Extract  of  your  letter  dated  y*  8d  Inst^f  to  order  up  the  Bangeing 

*  Page  875.  f  Page  467. 
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ObttfMtff  tMni  fat  tih^  Befeine  of  Ai»  O^mity  to  Wyomia|N  o  ha 
tads  hii  ttwmbeA  Rather  «hort-of  what  ha  Bzpeeted,  Ool.  Habkyt 
Sagimaat  iterDbas  lumadiateYy  iffaioh  leates  Fott  Man^  k  Portf 
Jaakioa  Vaaani  al  lUa  Orilioal  tima  whatt  ita  oat  of  my  Pt>war  t9 
fliafl  tfcaai  Mie  tf ma  of  Barreal  with  tha  nttffitia  of  thk  Coaatr. 

8.  H. 
Dirededf 

ERs "Emttemsy  Jaaeph  Raad)  Esq.,  Praaidcoft  of  thaSapireme Bz- 
aaativa  Coaaolli  PhHadelpbia. 


^« 


PfiBB.  Rb»  it>^  Cm.  THoatAS  OttreaioK,  1779. 

Philad",  Jane  26, 1779. 
Sir, 

Yoar  Latter  6f  the  11th  last  has  been  daly  reeaiTM  ft  M'  Donalhr 
fe  appointed  joar  2d  Lientenaat  agreeable  to  yoar  Deshv.  Wfaea  H"* 
Piper  ft  yoarself  hare  fixed  npoa  the  let  Lieatenant  and  made  hint 
kaowa  to  as  we  shall  readily  appoiat  hin — ^We  were  apprefaensiye 
diat  the  Eneonragement  giren  to  the  Boat  Serriea  ft  other  inferior 
Braaohaa  of  the  Sasqaehaana  Expedition  would  iiguce  the  recruiting 
bat  as  it  erentually  promotes  the  Same  Object  Tix.,  the  Safety  of  tha 
FronlieTS  we  can  submit  to  it  with  more  Ghearfhlncss.  Tho  we  hopa 
that  you  will  be  able  to  recruit  near  your  Complement,  tho^  you  may  aotf 
ftiliy  reach  H.  It  would  have  been  very  agreeable  to  us  to  have  beear 
itoformed  of  the  exact  State  of  the  Company,  ft  we  request  you  willf 
do  it  as  soon  as  possible— M'  Carson  at  Carlisle  has  uadertook  tha 
Sapply  (rf  tha  Articles  promised  in  the  recruiting  Instrtxctfons  ft  haa 
actually  supplied  Capt  Irwins  Comi^  We  have  forwarded  some  Money 
to  him  Ibr  this  Purpose  ft  shall  supply  him  with  more  when  necessary 
we  would  therefore  have  you  apply  to  him.  The  flivourable  Reporta 
received  on  all  Hands  from  The  Westward  of  the  Disposition  of  tha 
Savages  aiaoe  the  Capture  of  Gov.  Hamilton  give  us  Hopes  that  yon 
may  be  able  to  co-operate  with  Gen.  Sullivan  who  is  very  anxious  td 
have  a  Body  of  gooa  Woodsmen.  There  will  not  only  be  an  Opp^  of 
acquiring  more  Honour  than  their  remaining  merely  defensive,  but 
in  such  Case  it  woald  be  in  our  Power  to  Send  you  Supplies  from 
this  City  which  the  scattered  State  of  the  Troops  ft  Difficulty  of 
Carriage  now  in  a  great  Measars  prevents. 

Wa  shall  forward  a  Supply  of  Money  by  the  first  saft  Opp'  and 
if  any  one  is  coming  down  yon  will  do  well  to  Arect  him  to  wait  on 
us  for  this  Purpose. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  ft 

vary  HbU  Serv% 

JOa.  BBBD. 
Directed, 

To  Capt  Thomas  Cloggage  of  Bedford  County. 
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Pbes.  of  CoKaui^  to  Pans.  Bsbp,  1779*     ^ 

Philadelphia,  26  June,  1779. 
Sir, 

Reoolleoting  thai  the  papers  ia  the  Case  of  M^Gallaster  with  a  copy 
of  the  Reaolution  of  GongrcsB  on  that  suhjeot  had  not  been  deliverod 
to  moy  I  seat  to  the  Seoretarya  Offioe  for  them,  and  reeeited  for  an- 
swer that  one  of  the  Clerks  had  oontrary  to  the  standing  order  of  the 
Beecetary,  sent  them  to  your  Ezoellency.  I  mention  this  oironm* 
stance  to  acceant  for  your  not  haying  reoeired  them  in  the  usual  way. 

And  hare  the  honor  to  he 

with  great  Kespect 

Your  Ezeellenoiea 

most  ol^odie&t  Servant, 

.  JOHN  JAT. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Bead,  Bsq.,  Pfees^dcnt  of  PennsylTsnia. 


Pbb8.  Bbxd  to  Mb.  Holbbb,  Fbxhch  Coir^yL,  1779. 

In  Gonncili  ) 

Phaadelphia,  June  26th,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  was  fawybred  ibis  motning  with  your  fsrfter  representafion*  in 
behalf  of  Messieurs  Nemos  and  Valliant.  Having  the  most  favourable 
sentiments  towards  every  individual  of  the  Nktion  which  you  represent, 
we  dkall  with  great  satisfactioo  receive  any  information  or  light  you 
may  please  to  give  us  on  the  subject ;  and  we  trust  that  upon  this 
as  upon  all  other  occasions  you  will  find  the  fullest  disposition'  ii 
prsnt  not  only  Justice  but  «v«ry  i^Ssooable'  indnlgenee  to  the  sub- 
jaets  of  a  Nation  so  highly  and  jually  lespeeted.  We  wonld  wishr 
to  oonvey  this  Idisa  ia  «  manner  &e  most  likely  to  make  an  ittpre»> 
aion,  because  from  the  terms  in  whioh  youate  pleased  to  ettlbno  tha 
claim  of  Mes*"  Nemos  and  Vallianl  we  fear  our  intentieos  and  desissil 
ire  not  fully  uoderstood. 

Our  oonfidenoa  in  ft  high  Esteem  of  the  Minister,  make  it  ouit* 
aoeeptaUe  to  tui  that  you  should  oommunicale  the  matted  to  vimi 
and  ia  the.metn  time  we  shall  bsve  no  objedion  to  a  deby  of  thsf 
prooedore.  agaiast  MesaF*  Nemos  and  Valliant)  ft  have  given  Arso*! 
tioM  aceordmgfy*  ..    ( 

*  ase  pegs  filOL 

22* 
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The  GoniiMl  nft  from  ten  to  two  •Clock  daily,  but  will  with  plea- 
inre  meet  at  any  other  time  ooavenient  to  yon,  to  hoar  any  repre* 
■entatioB  yoa  may  think  proper  &rih«r  to  make. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

yonr  obedient  ft  very  hnmble  servant. 


PiES.  KsBD  TO  Col.  Wm.  Hskbt,  1779. 

Philad%  June  26%  177d. 
Sir, 

\  I  am  directed  by  Hie  BxeelTenoy  the  President  to  inform  yon  that 
a  representation  has  been  made  to  Council  by  the  Consul  of  France 
in  behalf  of  Nemos  and  Yalliant,  and  it  is  thought  proper  to  delay 
yonr  further  prooeeding  in  their  case  until  it  can  be  maturely  con- 
aideied. 

I  am  respectfully 

yonr  t^  hnmfafe  servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Seer. 

To  Col*  W-  Henry,  L,  of  Philad*. 


PBS3L  &S»  TO  Coil,  RXOHABD  BUTIiBR,  1779. 

In  Oonndl, 

Pkihdelphia,  June  27th,  1779. 

Sir,. 

Tomr  Favoor  of  the  14  Inst*  has  been  duly  received  ft  attended 
ti.  We  are  very  sensible  of  the  Diffienltiea  under  which  the  Fami-. 
lies  of  many  Soldiers  ft  indeed  Officers  labour  in  these  Times  of 
Extravagance  ft  fiztortion*  But  as  Grants  of  Rations  in  any  one' 
Oase  would  lay  a  FoundatiOD  for  the  like  in  all,  we  fear  te  is  imprao-' 
ticable  to  make  any  Alteration  at  present  The  Rations  are  not^ 
under  the  Control  ft  Direction  of  any  Authority  but  Congress,  ft  as 
■ueh  Indulgences  would  extend  to  all  the  States  ft  prove  a  very 
heaij  Burthen,  we  doubt  whether  it  wouM  be  acceded  to.  In  Case 
of  llnunilieB  as  large  as  that  of  the  Serjeant  mentioned  in  vours  itt 
would  be  more  for  the  Interest  of  the  publiok  to  diachai]ge  m  Huu- 

*  8eepage403. 
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a«i  support  Utn  ft  FMiiIy  too— 4Mit  we  tUnk  yon  ■bouM  bo 
oautioat  of  duohargiiig  %  Man  upon  this  Oround  withoat  tho  €oih 
ronoe  of  the  Oonenl,  as  .it  may  fix  a  Rale  or  at  least  lay  a. 
Fbiiiidation  for  tbo  Ifto  Bemand  in  the  Troopo  of  other  Stalea. 
We  ahall  at  all  7imea  be  glad  to  do  any  Thing  in  onr  Power  fcr  th« 
Belief  of  the  Troops,  ft  when  it  depends  npon  the  Aothority  of  the 
State  we  trust  yon  will  never  And  ns  backward^  as  we  would  on  all 
Occasions  wish  to  gtre  them  the  most  Solid  Proofs  of  oni  AibotioB 
ft  Esteem.— 'With  many  good  wishes  ft  mnoh  Regard 

I  remain  Sir^ 

your  most  obed«  H'ble  Serv: 

J.  B. 

Col.  R.  Bntler,  at  Camp. 


President  Bbbd  to  Lt.  Col.  Alex.  Bbowk,  1779. 

In  Coonoil, 

Philada.,  Jane  27tb,  1779. 

Gentlemeni 

Tonr  BeptMentation  of  the  26  Hay  baa  been  laid  before  the  H<ta« 
Connoili  and  it  is  a  Satisfaotion  to  na  to  barn  that  the  Non  eompli* 
anoe  with  our  Order  did  not  proceed  from  any  other  Canse  than 
Necessity.  Haying  been  appointed  by  the  good  People  of  this  State 
to  administer  its  OoTcmmenty  we  do  not  consider  any  Disobedience 
or  Neglect  of  Authority  as  an  Injury  to  ns  in  a  private  Capacity-^ 
those  who  appoint  na  expect  onr  Exertions  for  the  pnbliok  Wclmre, 
if  they  are  defeated  thro  Necessity,  Accident  or  Design  we  have  dia- 
charglsd  onr  Duty  ft  a  good  Conscience  the  Consequences  must  rest 
with  those  by  whose  Means  such  Exertions  failed  of  their  due  effect. 

In  the  present  Case  your  Destination  waa  fixed  in  Concert  with 
his  Excell*  Gkn.  Washington  who  had  giton  such  Orders  to  a  Body 
of  Troops  under  his  Command  to  support  the  Frontiers  of  Northam-, 
berland  as  in  his  Judgment  made  it  quite  unnecessary  ft  CYeOi 
improper  to  send  any  Militia  into  that  Quarter.  Whereas  thi^ 
CounUea  of  Westmoreland  ft  Bedford  not  having  such  a  Support  it 
becomes  necessary  to  send  them  some  Assistance  hut  I  am  sorry  Uk 
observe  that  an  almost  general  Disappointm^  has  taken  Place,  it  ia 
much  to  be  wished  that  a  proper  Confid^ice  should  allways  subsist 
between  those  who  are  called  to  plan  ft  these  who  are  to  execut* 
because  in  some  Cases  it  benig  improper  to  diseloae  military  Demgns^ 
they  must  fiil  for  Want  of  the  neoessary  Secrecy. 

WoeonUi  have  wished  on  the  picsent  OceasMm  that  the  Neoeaaitx 
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tf  this  Cue  Aito  CKifaaiitiftoea bad  hmu nMio  kBowQ  ia^iA fo  tfw| 
we  nigki  have  made  PrcmsioQ  tharafor — tot  m  the  andertakiog  ^ 
judge  &  determine  when  our  Orders  m^  or  may  not  be  obeyed  most 
in  a  liule  Time  render  the  Militia  eotir^  Jomieny  we  would  choae  tp 
aa^  onreelvet  the  Ttonble  of  giving  oat  Ozdeca  4i  the  MortifieatioQ 
of  fiodiM  Ihey  were  not  oompUed  with* 

With  Soppeot  to  oountermanittDg  the  Call  of  the  8^  Claaa  k 
aBomptiog  yon  from  a  Tour  of  Duty  aare  on  your  own  Frontien  yoo 
may  be  aaaured  that  nothing  ahort  of  the  moat  pongent  ft  unavoidable 
Neoeaaity  will^indnce  ua  to  give  any  farther  Ordera  on  thia  Subject. 
If  anch  a  unavoidable  Neoeaaity  ahould  ariae  our  Duty  will  demand 
it  of  ua  to  give  the  Order  &  a  like  Principle  would  we  truat  induce 
you  to  obey  it  (General  Potter'a  aentim*"  have  their  due  Weight 
with  ua,  but  had  he  been  informed  of  the  Prinoiplea  on  which  theae 
Ordera  were  given  ft  the  Direction  of  Gen.  Waahington  He  wouU 
probably  have  thought  differently. 

We  are  happy  to  find  the  Appearancea  of  Danger  on  the  Frontien 
had  very  much  aubaided  we  tru^t  it  ia  a  happy  Prelude  to  more 
permanent  Security  ft  that  you  will  no  more  be  diatreaaed  with  theae 
Apprahenaiona  ft  Diffioultiea  which  have  attended  yon  for  aome  lime 
paat    With  theae  Wiahea  ft  due  Regard 

I  am  Gent 

Tour  Obed.  Hbbl.  Ser. 

To  Lieut.  Oel.  Alexander  Brown  ft  other  OSeeca  of  the  5«^ 
Battalion  of  Militin  Oumbei land  Connty. 


John  Hagkbhwalbbk  to  Ooi*.  BaoADFoaDy  1779. 

Gooohocking,  May  28  th,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  tiiat  by  John  Montnroi  wha 
came  here  from  the  Wyondott  Town,  we  are  aaaured  that  the  Wy<^ 
endotts  ate  ready  to  make  peace  with  the  Statea,  and  on  their  way 
fo  Piltaburgh  already ;  they  rejoieed  greatly  when  your  apeeoh  was 
delivered  to  them,  and  had  waited  a  long  time  for  aomething  firon^ 
the  Americane  tbemaelvea.  When  Monture  came  away,  they  had 
yet  three  daya  to  Oounecl.  The  firat  they  were  to  make  out  how  many 
of  them  were  to  go  to  the  Counoel  at  Pitteburgh ;  The  aecoad  Day 
Ihey  were  to  get  apeechea  ready  to  the  Tawaa  ft  Chebawaya  that  they 
abo  might  go  with  them  |  and  the  third  day  they  were  to  apeak  to  their 
'  Fathera  at  Detroit,  and  to  tell  them  now  yon  have  Cheated  ua  long 
ettengh,  we  deiiW)  tiMiofore;  .tell  na  the  tnlh  and  ktfcy  our  eyes 


PENNSTLVANIA  iJtCHIVSS  1779.  U7 

• 

8hit  B*  hmifa }  ftad  Ik6»  to  tril  him,  wofw  we  om  gohif  to  abtlw 
kands  witk  the  Virgioiim ;  we  ere  therefore  Iheir  friende  elreedj* 
John  HoBlcire  pevtionlarly  denres  vm  io  inforai  you  of  the  foUowiag  ; 
-^Thet  GUrhe  htd  ialkm  ft  Voit  letalj,.  in  which  he  got  Oavea* 
HamiltoD,  Beys  &  Desyoang,  three  worihleae  fellowsi  PriaeiiefB. 
Tbe  0«MMi«ding  JUtted  from  the  Middle  of  the  day  'till  aight,  & 
hegw  neat  morning  egein,  afler  whioh  the  OoTonior  emrieodeiedr 
without  the  lose  of  one  Nan  en  either  side*  M'  Ckurke  tinatod  the 
Piisenera  rery  well,  and  the  report  of  hie  kiUi^g  so  many  Prieeneni 
is  false,  and  only  reported  that  the  Indiana  shall  belie?e  that  the 
Virginiaaa  are  ill  dispoeed  towards  them  all.  That  farther,  in  the 
lellera  whieh  M'  Glaike  ha4  sent  to  KentaokiOy  bat  which  were 
tnken  by  eome  Wanion^  he,  M'  Gbrk^  wrote  to  the  People  there, 
that  he  had  the  Oovenier,  and  wonld  delifcr  hun  to  the  Hands  oC 
4he  Weoman  who  had  lost  their  Hnabands  by  his  wiekednesa  in 
sendine  the  saTages  to  kill  them :  they  then  might  do  with  him  aa 
they  |Joased,^lnrther,  chat  the  Englieh  had  built  a  very  strong 
Fort  at  Detroit  and  that  he,  Montnre,  thinks  it  will  be  yery  haid  taking 
without  BomhsheUs,  the'  he  says  he  does  not  know  but  what  the j 
will  leaTo  the  Fori  immediately  when  they  see  an  Army  Coming.— 
That  farther,  there  were  two  Vessels  posted  out  to  watoh  for  the 
Amerioan  Army,  the  one  up  &  down  by  Guyahuga  to  Presanex,  and 
the  other  at  the  Mouth  of  Tweetwell  or  Miami  River ;  that  the  Shaw- 
ansee,  Mingoes  &  Wyondehntagang  were  to  go  with  Gapt  Bird  k  Ten 
English  soldien  to  attaek  &  take  Fort  Lawrens ;  that  he  did  not 
know  the  nntafber,  but  the  0^*  said  ke  wouM  have  8  or  4  handsed 
Men;  but  Montnre  thinks  there  will  besoaroehalf  that  number > 
no  Wyondotts  will  be  along,  &  as  the  Gap^  knows  this,  he  says  he 
does  not  want  them,  for  they  were  all  turned  Bebels.  Bird  toM 
Honture  that  he  would  fire  his  Swivels,  for  now  we  know  for  Gertain 
they  are  but  small  swivels,  on  sixty  yds.  from  the  fori,  &  knock  ie 
down  In  a  Hurry ;  to  which  Montnre  replied,  he  wonld  do  the  Vir* 
ginians  a  ffreat  service  if  he  would  go  that  near.  He  intends  to 
shoot  double  heeded  shot  which  he  makes  himself.  The  Merehants 
ft  others  in  Detroit  desired  Honture  to  do  all  be  Goold  that  the  Csp* 
might  be  taken ;  ft  he  thinks  it  Gould  be  easily  done.  When  the 
Wyondotts  were  a  Gouncelling  near  Detroit,  the  Gomm'  sent  a  file  of 
Men  to  take  Montnre  Prisoner,  beeaose,  as  they  said,  he  was  laming 
the  Wyandotte  to  become  Rebels;  the  Men  were  nine  daysaf^r 
him,  but  Oould  not  get  him.  That  Tbc^  M</arty  is  gone,  he  thinksi* 
down  Sdota  with  40  Men  to  Gross  Ohio,  to  war  a  frw  days.  Aflav 
Montnre  left  Detroit^  they  had  great  rejoicing  there,  the  Gannon 
being  hearing  firing.  That  160  Men  came  lately  from  Niagara  to 
Detroit,  100  of  them  Regulare  ft  60  Prisoners,  who  were  bought  of 
the  Indians  ft  made  soldiers  off;  that  by  a  late  information  of  a 
merchant  who  Game  from  Qaobec  to  Detroit,  it  appears  that  there 
has  not  betwen  them  two  places  been  above  800  Soldien.-^— This  far 
John  Monture  to  you.    I  undentand  by  Monture,  thet  after  thie 
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Batde  it  Port  Lawreos  is  orer,  tbd  Mingoen  will  all  go  home  to  HMt 
own  Ooantry,  &  then  the  six  uatioiis  will  Ml  cm  the  WyoadoCto;  he 
sajTB  nothiDg^ia  sttrer  than  this ;  hnt  they,  the  Wyondottey  say,  if  tiiey 
have  the  Americans  to  our  friendly  they  will  Certainly  help  na  to 
fight  them  if  they  oome. 

Montnie  likewise  telb  me,  that,  perhaps,  when  the  Mawnese  sea 
what  the  Wyandotts  are  abont,  and  that  they  an  a  going  to  tnal 
at  Fort  Pitt,  they  may  alter  their  minds  ft  not  go  along  a^iinst  For* 
Lawrens ;  but  he  says  this  ii  nneertain,  k  a  great  many  wtH  go;  if 
STer  tiiey  tnme  back,  he  wishes  that  yon  may  be  ready  for  them. 

The  letter  bom  the  Wyondott  Ohief,  Bawbee,  to  yon,  was  wrote 
by  a  Prisoner  for  them. — Monture  tells  Me,  that  at  that  time  when 
he  was  Called  to  Come  to  I^ttsbnrsjb,  it  was  iapossible  for  him  to 
go,  ft  wonld  have  cost  him  his  Tifo;  bnt  if  ho  had  Ra*'  A^ 
Bodge's  letter  a  few  days  sooner  mnch  misohief  might  have  been 
prevented. 

Ezoose,  Sir,  this  letter  not  being  wrote  in  a  proper  manner ;  'tis 
impossible  for  me  at  this  time,  I  having  so  mnch  to  do,  ft  Ooold  not 
remember  every  thin^  direetly,  therefore  all  is  meant  together. 
Simon  Girty  acts  wickedly,  and  does  all  ho  can  agfunst  yon. 

I  am^  with  great  respect,  your  « 

very  hnm"  Senr*, 

JOHN  HACEENWALDEB. 


P.  S.  Paper  is  so  scaroo  with  me  that  I  hardly  eaa  w^ite  anothoc 
kttar. 

Sear  Sir, 

I  waa  <N>Iidged  to  open  my  letter  again,  as  John  Monture  Informs  me 
as  a  oertein  fact,  that  Legoneir  and  all  this  side  of  the  Lswrel  hill 
will  be  attacked  by  the  six  Nations,  and  Battler  at  the  head  of  them 
with  two  hundred  Bangers;  the  Private  news  of  this  runs  thus  : — 
We  have  found  out  a  piece  of  ground  were  no  disturbance  has  been 
made,  where  their  is  Provision  and  every  thing  plenty ;  the  farmers 
there  are  busey  at  their  farms,  and  suspect  nothing ;  we  will  now^ 
as  soon  aa  the  sUrawberrys  sre  ripe,  fall  in  that  Country  all  at  once ; 
then  1^  the  Virginians  try  to  Carry  on  a  Campaigne  against  us* 
This  is  Guyashuta  his  private  speech  to  the  Miogoes.  Monture 
desires  you  to  be  ready  for  them,  and  not  Consider  this  as  a  falsa 
report,  for  he  says  it  is  a  iaot. 

Indorsed, 

From  John  Hadkenwalder  to  Colonel  Broadford,  read  June  24. 

(Copy.) 
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John  Hambriobt  to  Pkbsibbnt  Rbbd,  1779* 

Lancaster,  June  28^  1779. 
Sir, 

'  I  beg  leaTB  to  inform  Tonr  Ezoelleney  thai  I  arrived  bete  last 
Frydaj,  bnt  having  reoetred  a  hnrt  in  my  Joamey  am  not  able  im« 
mediateYy  to  proceed  and  give  my  attendance  with  the  Letters  and 
Papers  in  my  Care.  As  soon  as  I  shall  be  able  I  will  attend  and  give 
snoh  farther  inf^nrmation  as  may  be  required  or  not  ftilly  eK|daiBed 
by  the  Letters  and  Papers  which  I  now  forward  herewith-^In  the 
mean  Time  I  would  recommend  to  Your  Attention  the  Bemonstraneai 
and  Petition  of  the  Magistrates  of  Northnmberland  on  the  Appoint- 
ment of  another  Prothonotary  for  that  County :  As  to  the  Remon- 
strance of  the  Magistrates  on  the  subject  of  the  three  Companies 
raised  for  immediate  defence,  and  the  monies  required  for  their  pay, 
it  win  also  require  the  Immediato  attention  of  Council,  and  thereupon 
would  suggest  that  the  money  sent  to  Col.  Hunter  to  raise  a  Com? 
pany  of  Nine  Months  Hen  might  be  applied  for  that  purpose^ A^ 
Col.  Hunter  has  not  been  able  to  get  more  than  a  Captain  and  twelve 
Recruita  for  that  service-— The  wages  and  Service  of  the  Boatmen 
lately  raised  and  stiU  raising  has  psevf^nted  the  Col.  to  do  any  more 
nor  do  I  believe  he  will  be  able  to  go  on  with  that  business  any  fur- 
ther. Among  the  Papers  will  Appear  an  Opinion  of  Lawyers  North 
and  Chambers— as  the  matter  wersin  mfeied  to  was  chiefly  under 
my  Attention  it  will  require  my  Personal  attendance  at  Council  to 
reUte  the  infunoiv  Ncf^eot  &  conduct  of  the  Sheriff  in  the  Escape 
of  the  Prisoners. 

I  beg  my  Complimento  to  the  Board  and  am 

¥our  Excellency's 
mostObed*Serv*| 

JOHN  HAMBBIGHT. 
Directed 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  EsquirCi  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania!  Pl^adelphia. 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Pass.  Rbeb,  1779. 

Sir, 

A  Deserter  is  just  arrived  but  so  stupid  that  little  satisfactory  can 
be  got  from  him,  yet  such  as  it  is  I  think  proper  to  inform  your 
Excellency  thereof  as  sometimes  a  trifle  from  one  informant  will 
help  to  elucidate  the  reporto  of  some  other. 

He  belonged  to  the  64t^  ft  left  this  side  of  the  river  ai  Kings 
ferry  the  day  after  the  two  men  whose  examination  I  had  the  honour 
to  send  yon  last^  conoborates  the  account  of  the  enemies 
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embarked  their  baggage  Vvt aajadie  men  yaried  in  their eoDJeetorea 
aboai  th0tr  destinalion,  aome  snppoae  thej  are  to  prooeed  Ip  Weat 

Kint :  others  to  New  London,  None  of  the  troopa  were  yet  embarked* 
▼en  or  eight  gone  &  3  mortars  mounted  on  the  work  at  rocky 
point,  the  defence  of  which  it  is  suppoeed  will  be  committed  to  the 
HesaiaDa.  Saya  ho  believea  the  64^  ia  not  i^iro  150  atrong  esdn- 
aive  of  grenadiers  &  infantry,  yet  when  aaked  aboot  the  eomp«nien 
ttya  the  atrongeefc  was  near  50  &  the  weakeat  about  30,  thia  ia  not 
agreeable  to  the  enatom  of  the  Engliah  Army  in  my  time,  aa  when 
ever  there  was  any  material  diffiefeooe  between  the  companiefi  they 
gancMlly  aqnared  theai  by  adding  to  the  weak  k  taking  fyom  the 
atroag.    Bays  there  were  only  two  frigatea  in  the  river. 

I  am  with  leapeol 

Toar  Bxcellenoies 

Most  Humble  &  obed*  Serv^ : 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

J)trecUd. 
To  Hia  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed  President  of  the  State. 
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In  Oovgresa;  M  Jwm,  1779. 

Besolvedy 

That  it  be  eamestlj  noomaiieBded  to  the  several  StateS;  by  the 
most  Speedy  and  vigoroon  eflhrts^  to  fill  up  their  respective  batta^ 
lione  agreeable  to  the  Besolntion  of  Congress  of  the  ninth  day  of 
March  last,  That  nothing  may  be  wanting  on  their  part  to  lendef 
the  preaent  C%mpai^  g^oriona  and  decLrive« 

Extract  from  tike  minntea^ 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


PKirNSTLYANU  AKCHIVKS  1779.  621 


Bar;  Ma.  Gbqbb  vo  Col.  Bkobhbad,  1779. 

Sir. 
I  only  infonn  joa,  when  we  were  in  the  Forks  of  our  Boad,  («e 
ef  the  Indians  wbibh  was  in  our  Gmnpany  and  went  before;  was  fired 
vpon  by  a  White*  nan,  who  lay  in  Ambusoade  behind  a  great  log 
abont  12  Yards  eiff  the  Road|  bnt  happily  miss'd  him ;  one  of  onr: 
Indiana  who  was  near  ran  np  to  hiip-— another  white  man  raised  h\» 
0«n  to  shoot  him,  bnt  a  great  many  of  the  Company  near  htm  and* 
a  great  noise  making,  they  rnn  off;  there  was  8  Whito  men.  We 
went  on  onr  Roim],  and  no  body  any  searoh  after  them-»-they  left  m 
Onn-Oap,  a  Rammer,  ft  a  Hatchet  behind  them.  We  let  yon  know 
this  for  that  Reason,  lest  there  should  be  bad  stories  risen  of  oor 
Faople.    We  ure  all  well. 

I  am,  Sir,  yonr  humble  Servant, 

B.  AD.  ORUBE. 

June  28th.    8  Mile  beyond  little  Beaver  Creek. 


Oapt.  James  MoNTaoMiRT  to  P&bs.  BxsDj  m9. 

Ship  Qenl.  Oreen,  off  of  Lewis  town, 

June  29th,  1779. 

I  had  a  verey  Buraer  Week  of  it  beetwixt  our  Capes  and  New 
York,  tho'  miaoaccsflful ;  oa  Friday  last  Chaised  a  Privateer  Cloas  in 
With  Sandoy  Heek,  and  on  Saturday  Morning  fell  in  with  a  British 
Causer  and  was  obliged  to  Run  in  turn,  and  on  Sunday  Evening 
Ooot  in  to  our  Capes,  being  very  foggey,  anchored  5  Next  Morning, 
Saw  two  Large  Sail  lying  within  me,  hove  out  onr  Signall,  and 
found  them  to  bee  the  Boston  and  Confedrioy ;  the  foog  Clearing 
more  a  Way  saw  a  large  Ship  standing  Down  the  Bay.  She  Proova 
to  bee  the  Deane.  We  are  all  well  informed  there  is  three  British 
frigates  Cruseing  off;  this  morning  at  day  Break  heard  them  fire 
three  Ouns,  but  being  Calm  Cannot  get  out  to  them.  I  hoop  the 
Breese  will  shortley  spring  op,  and  make  No  Doubt  but  wee  shall 
shortley  Give  a  Good  aoo^  of  them.  I  have  Ingaged  to  Cruie  soma 
time  with  them,  wUeb  I  hoop  will  bee  Pleaaiog  to  your  fixeeleoey. 
Gap»  NiohKdson,  as  Eldest  Continental  Cap^  Commands  our  lillls 
fiaet. 

I  Senuno  your  Exoelenoies. 

Humble  Serv*,  &a» 

JAMES  MONTQOMERT. 

IHrectedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


1 
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PRBaiBBNT  OF  COKGRESS  TO  PbBSIDSST  BsED,   1779. 

Phikddphui,  29th  June,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  hav6  the  Honor  of  transmittiog  to  joor  EsoeUeooyy  Copiat  of 
two  Acts  of  Coogrees  of  tho  28th  Inst.  The  oae  was  9Btored  into 
in  ooDseqaenoe  of  a  Lettor  rooeived  bj  Coogpess  from  6eoonl  Wash* 
iogton  of  the  11th  Inst.,  (oopj  of  an  Extract  from  wbieh  is  also 
enclosed,)  and  earnestly  recommends  to  the  several  States  to  fill  up 
their  respective  Battalions  by  the  most  speedy  and  vigorous  Efforts, 
agreeable  to  a  former  Resolution  of  Congress  on  that  Subject '^ 

The  Expediency  of  this  measure  is  so  obvious  as  to  preclude  the 
necessity  of  any  Persuasion  on  my  part  to  urge  your  Excellency's 
attention  to  an  object  of  the  first  moment  to  the  Freedom  and  Inde* 
pendence  of  these  States. 

The  other  Resolve  directs  a  Paper  from  Mr.  Holker,  communi- 
cated to  Congress  by  the  Minister  of  France,  respecting  Francis 
Flenry,  carried  by  force  on  Board  the  armed  Ship  Oeneral  Greene, 
to  be  transmitted  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  which  Paper  is  accordingly  herewith  tran^ 
mitted. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and 

HumUe  Servant, 

JOHN  JAt,  Presi*. 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Pbbs.  Rbsd  to  Baetrbm  Galbraith,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  June  80th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  favour  of  the  twenty  fourth  tnstantf  has  been  reeeived  &  laid 
before  the  Council.  After  having,  as  early  as  last  March,  gfven 
notice  to  the  Continental  Officers  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  remove 
the  stores  from  Lebanon  and  discontinue  the  guard,  the  same  beins 
again  repeated  about  six  weeks  ago,  we  cannot  but  consider  Coion^ 
Flowers'  letter  as  extraordinary  for  its  matter,  as  its  manner. 

*  See  page  620.  f  See  page  507. 
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The  demand  of  Waggons  was  made  by  the  Board  of  War,  but 
upon  oar  representing  to  those  Oeatlemen  the  difficuldes  Mid  conse- 
quenoesi  tbej  retracted  it  and  concluded  on  this  occasion  to  hire 
teams,  so  that  Mr.  Bailey  is  not  only  excusable,  but  has  acted  very 
properly  in  omitting  to  eall  them.  It  is  our  direction  to  yon  not  to 
furnish  any  more  guards  from  the  Militia  without  our  special  order. 

We  have  found  the  ruinous  consequences  of  them  to  the  Militia 
this  spring  when  they  were  called  to  go  to  the  frontiers,  then  the 
difference  of  the  duty  was  so  manifest  that  it  ended  in  coofusion,  and 
finally  in  a  total  neglect  of  our  orders,  &  the  frontiers  left  to  them- 
selves. At  this  season  of  the  year  more  especially,  when  the  harvest 
fields  call  for  every  hand,  it  is  a  publick  loss  to  take  off  such  a  num- 
ber of  people  to  such  a  service.  We  would  wish  yoii  on  all  ocoasious 
to  treat  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Continental  service  with  respect  & 
attention  while  their  behaviour  is  correspondent,  as  harmony  and 
good  humor  greatly  tend  to  the  dispatch  of  business  and  promotion 
of  public  service. 

But  we  do  not  expect  or  desire  you  to  receive  any  insults  from 
any,  even  the  greatest  of  tbem,  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  that 
we  shall  ever  esteem  it  our  indispensible  duty  to  support  and  assist 
every  officer  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty. 

As  to  the  callins  out  the  militia  for  the  frontiers,  we  would  wish 
you  to  delay  it  at  least  for  the  harvest,  as  our  accounts  from  them 
are  more  favourable  than  formerly,  and  perhaps  by  that  time  there 
may  be  less  necessity  for  the  measure. 

With  due  respect,  I  remain  Sir, 

Year  most  obedient  &  very  hombk  servant, 

J.  HEED,  President. 


Lewis  Nicola,  T.  M.,  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779, 

Sir, 

Two  sailors  inform  me  they  escaped  from  New  York  last  smiday 
evening ;  that  they  were  told  by  some  of  the  people  that  w^ked 
on  board  the  same  vessel,  that  44  prisoners  were  just  brought  in, 
some  wounded,  but  that  the  rebels  had  worsted  the  king's  troops. 

Oapt*  Burgess,  who  came  off  with  the  above  two  men,  told  me  it 
was  said  in  New  York  that  west  point  was  invested* 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Your  Excellencies  most  obed*  seiT^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

June  30, 1779.    7  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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John  Hackbnw elder  to  Col.  Bbodhbab,  1779. 

OooohoekiBg,  Juie  ihe  SOtb,  1779. 

B^Sir, 

AltboQgh  I  am  ooDvinced  that  you  have  alwaja  been  very  carefull. 
with  my  LetterSi  so  that  neither  I  nor  others  therein  mentioned  haVa 
had  any  reason  to  apprehend  any  thing  from  what  was  mentioned, 
therein,  yet  in  particular  I  must  request  of  you  this  time  to  consider 
these  two  letters  as  a  piece  of  seorecyi  and  particularly  the  name  of 
the  Gentleman  who  favours  you  with  this  Intelligence — ^M'  M'Cor- 
mick  who  came  here  last  night  in  his  own  private  Business  has  men* 
tioned  several  matters  in  a  letter  I  wrote  for  him  to,  and  as  I  have 
been  acquainted  with  him  this  five  years,  and  know  him  to  be  a  true 
iHend  to  the  States,  Cannot  otherwise  than  Credit  the  Intelligence 
he  has  given  you,  I  have  conversed  with  him  several  times  about 
what  he  mentions  to  you  Concerning  the  Wyondotts  perswading  him 
to  believe  that  they  did  not  care  to  make  him  acquainted  with  their 
understanding  for  fear  of  the  English  and  others  but  this  he  denies^ 
saying  that  all  the  Wyandotte  know  him  and  that  if  they  had  any 
notion  of  going  to  Treat  for  Peace  with  the  Americans  one  or  the 
other  would  have  spoken  to  him  about  it  however  he  says  further 
shoud  some  of  them  from  over  the  Lake  go  to  a  treaty  to  Fort  Pitt^ 
tis  to  no  purpose  and  only  a  piece  of  deceit,  without  you  was  to  take 
0ome  of  their  principals  as  hostages  and  then  it  would  be  well  enough 
but  he  thinks  oould  yoa  but  maroh  two  Days  beyond  Fort  Lawrence 
towards  them  there  would  be  speeches  enough  carried  from  them  to 
you  for  peace.  I  shall  mention  yet  something  unto  you  from  the 
Wyondotts,  but  first  mean  to  inform  you  of  the  reason  that  Capt. 
Bird  was  sent  from  Detroit  to  attack  Fort  Lawrence  and  in  the  whole 
of  his  behavour  it  will  be  plainly  seen  that  he  is  not  entirely  without 
humanity^— Simon  Glirty  after  coming  inte>  Detroit  went  Immediatly 
to  the  Commandant  informing  him  that  he  had  800  Warriors  ready 
at  his  Command  who  had  determined  to  attack  and  take  Fort  Law- 
rence that  all  their  request  was  that  an  English  Captain  miffht  be 
aent  with  them  ta  see  how  they  would  bebat«  this  then  was  tnme- 
Aiatcly  agreed  to  and  Capt.  Bird  sent  off  to  go  with  them  likewise 
to  take  ^S)QO£  worth  of  goods  with  htm  for  these  Warriors  after  all 
had  been  done  Moording  to  Orders  and  the  goods  given  nnto  tho> 
Indians  he  was  told  that  none  of  all  the  Wyradotts  would  g»  with 
him  against  Fori  Lawranee  but  that  they  wens  abont  to  Hardcor  m 
poor  prisoner  which  they  had  in  their  possession,  the  Capt.  on  hearine 
this  aid  all  that  waa  in  his  power  to  save  the  poor  man,  beging  and 

graying  their  head  men  to  save  his  life,  and  frequently  offering  400 
dollars  for  him  on  the  spot,  and  indeed  was  about  to  offer  1000  Dol- 
lars  of  which  the  above  mentioned  Gentleman  agreed  te  pay  down 
400  out  of  his  store  Immediatly,  but  after  finding  all  to  no  purpose 
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#eiii  i*  the  nab  toM  him  tfast  he  eovld  de  nothmg  that  if  (he)  Ga|p* 
was  in  his  place  he  would  pick  «p  a  gna  and  defend  himself  as  looig 
as  he  could,  hut  Uie  Prisoner  seeming  Prettj  eaej  onlv  told  them 
that  the  time  would  oome  that  they  would  pi^  dear  n>r  all  their 
commited  Murders,  and  then  was  taken  away  Dy  the  Women  and 
Murdered  at  a  most  horrid  rata  After  which  the  Cap'  took  the  Body 
buried  it  but  they  (the  Wyandotts)  diging  it  out  again  and  atiokiog 
the  head  upon  a  pole,  had  to  bury  it  a  seaoad  tinie---after  all  was 
the  Gapt  went  up  to  them  they  were  all  assembled  and  spoke  to  them 
in  the  following  manner — Y^  damned  Rasoals — ^if  it  was  in  my 
power  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Americans  not  one  of  you  shoud 
live,  NotUng  wonld  tttisfy  me  more  tlian  to  aee  aadh  D-^ls  as  you 
are  all  killed,  you  Cowards  is  that  all  you  can  dojto  kill  a  poor  Innocent 
prisoner,  you  dare  not  show  your  faces  where  an  Army  is,  but  there 
you  are  busy  when  you  have  noihing  to  fear  ga*  anray  from  va  naver 
irill  I  have  to  do  with  svch-^^as  you  are,  and  be  Ooilty  hi  aacfa  a 
horrid  nnirder  as  you  have  Gaannitted  at.  Thia  and  Iba  GaptP  ba- 
havaor  towards  them  so  long  as  he  was  at  Baodusky  broaghi  the  i)l 
>wi]l  of  the  Indians  upon  htm,  he  would  not  waStt  an  Indian  to  oome 
Bear  him  tor  a  long  time  and  never  would  ibrget  it—^  am  infonMd 
•that  the  Cap*  wsa  determined  that  should  ha  neat  with  tka  good  hmk 
^  having  tlM  Fort  at  Tasoacawaa  sarrendeffed  up  to  hin,  to  tel  Wdl  the 
men  there  to  march  under  arms  to  Betroit  and  that  if  any  Indians 
should  offer  to  touch  any  ana  of  the  Prisonere  to  fier  npon  Ibem  wad 
kill  all  who  should  come  In  their  way — the  Wyandotls  I  also  under- 
alaad  have  a  vast  deal  of  Wampum  in  their  hands  to  veplaoe  somamsA 
who  were  killed  when  at  War— Stason  Givty  is  for  the  Mingo  Conn- 
try  as  soon  as  he  setuma^^We  have  heard  at  different  times  that  the 
Shawaeae  are  a  bniidiag  a  Fort  bat  naw  we  are  informed  thai  thejr 
are  only  buildtng  their  Honses  close  together  so  that  it  may  serve 
them  as  a  Fort,  they  only  wish  the  Virginians  might  let  them  almie 
till  their  Com  is  of  the  ground — Had  net  that  have  happened  at  the 
Shawaaeae  Towns  what  has  happened.  I  am  informed  the  greateit 
preparations  were  making  against  Fort  Lawrence— ^Alexander  M*Kae 
was  ooming  up  with  150  of  the  Shawancae  and  the  same  number 
were  there  alteadjr  bat  when  they  got  that  news  they  quit  this  en- 
tirely--4ohn  Monture  is  to  be  looked  on  as  without  deceit  and  the 
head  men  of  the  Wyandotts  at  Detroit  indeed  wishes  for  peaoe  bat 
there  are  many  things  m  the  way,  aad  I  naderataad  one  la  thatthejr 
4ae  affraid  of  the  Sngllsh  Setting  the  Ohibways  and  Tawas  on  theaa 
'in  Gonsidefatloii  of  a  murder  oommitted  S  er  4  years  ago^  by  the 
Wyandotts  on  the  Chibwaya,  and  which  the  Gkrvemer  for  the  sake  of 
being  able  to  employ  all  Nations  made  up  himself  for  that  tima<^ 
but  tberefore  has  it  also  in  bis  power  (or  tin  Commandant  of  Detioit) 
to  bring  it  to  work  again — With  these  words  I  conclude  that  the 
Gentleman  Continual^  declares  to  me  that  no  peaoe  can  be  made 
without  a  Campaign  but  then  vory  easy,  likewise  that  if  the  Campaign 
is  not  carried  on  before  the  Corn  is  ripe  and  out  of  the  way  it  then 
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will  be  of  little  service  for  says  he  they  then  will  take  to  the  weoda, 
and  from  tfaeoee  come  and  fight  yoo. 
I  am  dear  Sir, 

yoor  most  Ob* 

Hbb»  Servant, 

JOHN  HACKENWELDER. 
Dtreetedf 
Col.  Brodhead^  Commandant 


L.  Nicola,  T.  M.,  to  Prbb.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

Joseph  Hicks,  a  native  of  Rhode  island  state,  has  called  on  me 
for  a  pass  to  return  home.  He  says  he  was  a  passenger  on  board  a 
vessel  bonnd  to  sarioam,  near  which  he  was  taken  by  an  english 
privateer  about  the  last  of  March  &  carried  to  S^  Vincente,  where  he 
remained  about  14  days,  was  then,  with  some  other  prisoners,  put  on 
board  a  8t<»«  ship  bound  to  8^  Augustine  to  assist  in  navigating  her, 
Mder  promise  of  liberty  when  they  arrived,  touched  at  S*  Lucie, 
where  the  vessel  waa  detained  'till  she  could  go  under  convoy.  Not 
being  found  able  or  willing  to  act  as  a  sailor  be  was  sent  on  shore, 
wont  to  Antigua,  &  other  islands  'till  he  found  an  opportunity  to  go 
to  S*  Ettstatia.  Says  he  left  S^  Lucie  about  a  month  since,  when 
there  were  there  about  30  sail  of  Kings  ships  of  all  sorts,  but  cannot 
ascertain  the  number  of  line  of  battle,  heard  the  fleet  was  very  sickly 
ft  daily  seen  some  brought  on  ehore  to  be  buried ;  two  died  on  board 
the  ship  he  arrived  in  &  several  were  sick.  Heard  there  were  many 
troops  on  the  island  but  saw  few  in  the  town  near  the  harbour,  bb 
they  were  mostly  kept  in  the  mountains,  it  was  said  800  had 
died,  but  he  saw  only  two  buried  while  there;  about  a  week 
before  he  left  the  island  he  saw  several  embark,  said  to  be  destined 
against  Dominica. 

When  taken  he  was  plundered  of  every  thiog  but  the  clothes  on  hts 
back  and  thirty  half  Johannes  he  had  conoealed  in  different  parts  of 
hb  clothes,  silver  shoe  and  knee  buckles  were  taken  from  him.  He 
remained  on  board  the  prise  at  sea  and  at  8^  Viucents^  during  the 
latter  period  there  was  a  guard  of  soldien  always  on  board,  he  waa 
well  treated  as  to  provisions,  but  while  on  board  the  store  ship  did 
not  receive  any  allowance  for  seven  days,  as  he  could  not  work, 
during  which  time  he  subsisted  on  scraps  he  received  from  one  or 
•another. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  with  respect^ 

Sir, 

your  most  obed*  servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

June  80th,  1779. 
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Col.  John  Mitohbll  io  Pabsidbnt  Bbed^  1779. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  sendiog  yon  the  Inolosed  aoc*  of  the  extni- 
ordinarj  escape  &  fortitude  of  an  Express  eoming  from  Qeneral 
Sullivan  to  Easton,  by  which  it  appears  that  a  Dumber  of  Indiana 
are  in  the  rear  of  His  Army. 

I  am  with  eeteemy  very  respectfully 

your  Exoellencys  most  Ob^*  hum.  S*, 

JNO.  MITCHELL. 
Sunday  Morning. 

Sullivan's  Stores,  1««  July,  1779. 

8', 
This  will  inform  yon  of  the  most  singular  e^ent  that  perhaps  yon 

ever  met  with. — One  of  my  Expresses,  (VisS)  James  Cook  on  his 

return  from  Weyoming  this  day,  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon, 

in  the  Swamp  was  fired  upon  by  the  Indians  &  Tories — he  supposes 

between  Thirty  k  Fifty  Sfaot.>    One  Shot  went  thro'  his  Canteen, 

one  thro'  his  Saddle,  one  thro'  his  Hunting  Shirt,  one  was  shot  into 

his  Horse.     Two  Indians  or  Tories  being  yet  before  him,  both 

discharged  their  Pieces  at  him,  threw  down  their  Firelocks  with  a 

determination  to  Tomahawk  him — ^advanced  within  Eight  Yards  of 

him,  at  which  Time  he,  with  a  Bravery  peculiar  to  himself,  fired 

upon  them,  killed  one  of  them  on  the  spot  and  wounded  the  other, 

notwithstanding  he  threw  his  Tomahawk  at  the  Express,  missed 

him,  but  cut  the  Horse  very  deep  npon  the  Shoulder.     He  got  bold 

of  Cook,  thought  to  get  him  from  hie  Horse,  tore  his  Shirt,  which 

is  stained  much  with  the  Indian's  Blood ;  the  Horse  being  fretted 

by  his  Wound  raised  npon  his  hind  Feet,  Trampled  the  Indian  or 

Torie  under  him,  who  roared  terribly,  at  which  time  Cook  got  clear ; 

the  other  Indians  on  seeing  him  get  off,  raised  the  Whoop  as  if  all 

HelUwas  broke  loose.     He  supposes  he  rode  the  Horse  afterwards 

near  four  Miles,  but  by  the  loss  of  Blood  began  to  Stagger,  when 

he  alighted,  took  off  his  Saddle  &  Letters,  ran  about  a  Mile  on  foot, 

where  he  fortunately  found  a  stray  Continental  Horse,  which  he^ 

meunted  &  rode  to  this  Place. 

It  is  easy  to  account  for  his  getting  the  Horse  as  there  are  numbers 
of  them  astray  about  the  Swamp.  M'  Cook's  Firelock  was  loaded 
with  a  Bullet  &  Nine  Buck  shot,  &  the  Indians  being  dose  together 
when  he  fired  is  the  reason  why  the  one  might  be  killed  and  the 
other  Wounded. 

From  a  Perfect  knowledge  of  the  mans  Sobriety,  Integrity  and 
Sokiierism,  no  part  of  this  need  be  donbted. 

I  am  sir, 

yotir  most  oh*  Humble  serv^, 

(Copy.)  ALEX'R  PATTERSON. 

Directed^ — To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Present. 
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Dayib  Jambson  to  Pbbs.  BsKDy  1779. 

-       '  York  Town,  July  1*,  1779. 

Sir, 

It  appean  bj  iDqairiDg  into  M'  M'Calisten  condnct  tbat  there 
has  been  a  great  miaaplioation  of  the  publick  provision,  &o.,  bnt  as 
there  is  a  considerable  number  of  people  oonoemed  in  receiving  those, 
things;  and  some  of  them  whose  ciroumstanoes  might  have  made 
them  scorn  so  mean  a  practice,  it  may  be  perhaps  difficult  to  prove 
it  any  other  way  than  examining  strictly  into  the  matter,  particularly 
what  quantity  of  stores  are  remaining.  There  has  been  for  some 
time  such  a  suspicion  of  those  things,  and  so  much  said  about  them, 
that  they  would  have  been  examined  into  before  now,  but  fot  my 
part  upon  being  informed  that  when  the  accounts  were  settled  every 
thing  was  accounted  for,  I  gave  little  credit  to  those  reports,  but 
lately  I  was  very  much  surprised  that  the  accounts  should  appear  wo^ 
just  when  it  was  certain  that  considerable  quantities  of  the  flower 
and  other  articles  have  been  misapplied,  so  much  so,  that  hogs  have 
been  bought  to  sell  again  by  those  imployed  in  the  maganne  and. 
fiittened  with  flower  and  good  Bisqoet,  at  a  dme  when  soldiers  that 
were  on  their  march  were  obliged  to  draw  flower. 

As  this  is  certainly  true,  I  eannot  but  think  it  strange  thai  % 
gentleman  who  signs  himself  D.  Q.  O.,  should  write  the  22'  of  Junii 
to  M'  Armer,  of  this  town,  which  letter  was  reoeived  the  26**,  in- 
forming him  that  n  complaiflt  beiM  lodged  affainst  M'  MK}allister^ 
renderMl  it  necessary  a*perBon  should  be  appomted  in  his  place,  and 
as  he  had  been  recommended  by  a  member  of  oonneil,  he  reqMted 
M'  Armer  to  except  of  the  bifih,  «nd  the  first  of  next  July  bc^g^ii  in 
act  as  A.  C.  of  Isisues.  **  And  I  have  desired  him  t^  give  any  ia« 
formation  you  may  stand  in  nead  of  respecting  the  d^tatiment,''  aaid 
that  **  as  soon  as  I  receive  yew  answer  by  the  retnni  of  the  inpisse^ 
shall  send  your  appotntoi*/'  And  likewise  wrfte  to  M*  MKilalistei 
That  as  he  had  always  aoted  with  fidelity  and  settled  hia  aec^  in  m 
just  manner,  he  would  advise  him  not  to  nive  up  the  matter,  ba^ 
stand  the  trjal  oi  n  eonrt  martial,  which  eould  not  be  denied  him. 

If  there  can  be  so  great  a  misapUeation  nnd  embeislement  of  thn 
publiek  stores,  &o.,  as  there  oertamly  has  been  at  York  by  the  A.  0. 
or  those  under  him,  and  this  not  discovered  in  accounting  and  set* 
tliDg  with  their  superiors,  there  may  be  no  end  to  our  Expenee,  or 
scarce  any  way  to  prevent  Bmbestling,  Aa 

Thus  much  I  have  thought  it  .my  duty  to  inform  you  of,  and  leave 
it  to  you  to  make  such  use  of  the  information  as  you  think  proper. 

I  am,  Sir, 

yonr  most  Hnhible  Serv^ 

DAVID  JAMBSON. 

P.  S.  The  D.  C.  O.  letter  to  M'  Armer  he  received  by  the  hands 
of  M'  MKIalister  who  sfaorUy  before  told  H'  Armec  thai  if  ko 
Vol.  Vn.— 23 
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would  ezoept  of  the  A.  C/s  plaoe,  he  could  by  reoommending 
to  the  D.  0. 0.,  get  it  for  him.  M'  Amw  did  Bot  ckeoie  to  ezoepi 
of  the  plaoe  in.  the  manner  it  was  offered  him,  and  M'  M'Caliater 
still  acts.  The  depositions  sent  down  were  not  perhaps  near  so 
pointed  as  they  onght  to  haye  beenj  thej  being  wrpte  bj  a  bad 
dark,  nor  was  the  number  the  5*^  part  that  might  haye  been  justlj 
taken,  because  those  that  wc>re  taken  was  thought  safficient,  as  thej 
were  the  most  of  Uiem  giyMi  ia  bj  creditable  people  of  conriderable 
property.* 

XHrededf 

To  The  Honourable  Joseph  Beed^  EsquirCj  President  of  the 
Councili  in  Philadelphia. 

By  Captain  Hauhn. 


I>.  JaH^SOK  AKD  J.  BlCdELBERGBR  TO  t^BS.   BSBB,  1779. 

YoEk  T6W1I,  July  let,  1779. 

In  answer  to  your  desire  of  gititig  our  epinien  whether  a  com'* 
sary  of  issues  is  neoeasaiy  at  yoik,  we  beg  leayte  to  inform  you  of 
■nob  eiromnstaiiceB  aa  we  Hdnk  will  eoable  you  to  judge  of  the 


This  baa  been  'till  lately  a- great  thQroagh&ve  for  troopei  partfcur- 
lariy  militia,  in  mafching  from  the  southwafd  to  the  main  army. 
Thare  is  eommenly  a  Magaaine  of  flower,  &e.,-^Bamoks,  but  no 
mWan  in  them  at  presenti  and  there  was  an.  oyea  ereqtad  for  baking 
af  boiBqn^  hat  lately  it  was  bomt,  and  all  the  implemeals  of  baking 
eeasomed. 

It  waatlMmght pvoper  when  the  ceiigvesa  Iras  here  to  haye  aGom" 
vinBry  of  pntohasea,  another  of  issues,  a  ovarter  master,  Toir  n*Hajorf 
and  a  Physician,  which  officen  haye  oeea  mnee  ceatinued.  We 
aannot  laan  that  any  rations  are  issued  here  daily  but  to  those  offi* 
eeis,  Waggoners,  and  assistants  to  those  officers.  And  we  thMcfoia 
are  of  opiaioa  that  if  those  ratiena  eoald.  be  properly  deliyered  out 
b^  one  el  the  other  offieers  or  any  other  fit  person,  a  commissary  of 
issues  would  be  unneoessary  here  while  there  was  no  troops  eiok  ov 
well;  er  Militia  marching. 

We  are,  Sh^ 

your  most  Humble  ServV 

DAVID  JAMESON, 
JACOB  £IOB£LBSBG£& 
Directed^ 

To  The  Honourable  Joseph  Beed,  Esfuirej  President  of  the  Coun^ 
cil,  in  Philaddphia. 

By  Captain  Hauhn. 

«  aee^ei  Bee.,Tol.  XU.,  py.  ST,  ftl,  4h  ^&^mU^ifp.46^4ff»,  of  thii^ 
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Pbbsidsnt  Bbbd  to  Mr.  Holebr,  F.  C.  1779. 

In  CoQDoil.  Philad*  Jolj  2-«,  1779. 
Sir, 

Congress  having  been  pleased  to  refer  to  this  Board  a  Bepresen- 
t^tton  inade  by  yon  r6q>eotiiig  one  Frands  Flory  foreiUy  earned  on 
board  the  State  Ship— it  ims  immediately  taken  into  Oanaideraftioil 
&  the  Agents  of  th^  Ship  ealled  npon  to  make  dne  Inqntry  therein ; 
the  ResnJt  of  wbieh  I  now  ineloee.  Aa  the  Priies  are  BOi  yet  eon- 
demned  the  Demand  of  Priae  Money  b  premature  but  you  may  b* 
aasiired  that  ample  Justice  shall  be  done  in  this  Respeet  &  also 
proper  Satisfaotion  made  by  the  Ofteera  of  the  SUp  for  the  Injury 
wb«i  their  Presenee  will  enable  ub  aaoertain  the  Truth,  of  the  Faeta 
&  serutinise  their  Oonduet.  I  beg  Leaive  to  aasure  you  that  aneh 
Praotises  far  from  meeting  with  any  Eaeoufagement  from  us  will 
allways  be  discountenancedy  &  we  still  hope  that  as  Gapt.  Montgom« 
ery  received  Orders  not  to  oarrv  away  any.  Frenchman  (tho'  they 
should  inlist  voluntarily)  he  wiU  be  able  to  justify  himself  in  this 
particular. 

I  beff  Leave  also  Aurther  to  add  that  the  Powers  of  this  Board 
beiuff  fully  equal  to  their  Dispositions  to  redress  all  Complaints  of 
this  Nature  when  addressed  to  them  Applications  in  the  first  Instanoe 
to  Congress  will  be  attended  with  unneoessary  Delay  &  Trouble  to* 
you  k  more  especially  as  we  shall  on  all  Occasions  give  a  proper 
Attention  to  every  Representation  you  jnay  think  proper  to  make  on 
any  such  Occasion. 

I  am  Sir,  with  due  Consideration 

Your  most  obed.  ft  very 

Hbble.  Sorv.,* 

Council  Chamber,  July  2,  1779. 


Jamss  Louohbad  p.  M.  to  Council^  1779. 

To  the  PresWent  ft  Council  for  the  |  ^^^^  ,  j^     j„g 

common  Wilth  of  Pensylvania.    j  ^' 

Qentlemen, 

I  am  sorry  to  trouble  council  so  Repeatedly  for  Drafts  on  the 
Treanry,  necessity  obliges  theretoo.  Therefore,  must  solisit  eounoU 
for  an  order  for  Three  Thousand  Pounds,!  to  Defray  Reale  Demands. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Y'  obed*  Hum*  Serv*, 

JAMES  LOUaHBAD. 

Directed* 
To  The  President  ft  Council  for  the  common  WiUh  of  Pensylvania. 

*  fieeCoL  Beo.,  ToL  XIL,  p.  86^  BT^ak 
f  See  Ck>L  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  88. 
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PrSS.   RbBD,  to  PrHS.  of  COKGRBSSy  1779. 

Sir, 

Binoe  we  were  honoored  with  your  Favour  of  the  Inst  we  eopy 
die  Bepreeentation  of  the  Hon.  The  Siear  Oirard  MiniBtor  of  Fr&nee 
ft  Mr.  Holker  CoDsal  for  thie  Stale.  UpoD  whioh  we  have  taken 
BOoh  MeMaret  as  are  aoknowledged  by  the  Coneal  in  a  Letter  of 
whioh  the  inclosed  is  a  Copy  to  he  perfectly  satisfaotoiy.— 

We  shall  stadioosly  endeavour  on  all  Occasions  to  manifest  to 
tiie  Officers  ft  Subjects  of  her  most  Ohristian  Majesty  the  most  per* 
feci  Attention  ft  Regard— ft  tho  in  suoh  large  trading  Cities  some 
Abases  ft  Irregularities  are  unavoidable  we  shall  prevent  ft  remedy 
them  by  eveiy  Means  in  our  Power. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  greatest 

Respect  ft  Regard, 

Your  most  Obed.  ft 

very  Hbble.  Servt 


Mr.  Holkbr  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  y  3d  July,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  letter  of  yesterday  ft  have  the  pleasure  of 
assuring  you  that  vou  have  given  satisfaction  by  the  steps  which 
your  Excellency  and  Council  have  been  pleased  to  take  to  see  justice 
rendered  to  Francis  Fleury  who  has  claimed  me  as  Consul  of  this  port 
ft  declared  he  was  forcibly  carried  on  board  the  ship  General  green. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  hereafter  from  your  Exoellenoy  wether  this 
man  has  impos'd  on  me  or  not. 

Observing  what  you  sre  pleased  to  say  with  Respect  to  the  appli- 
cation on  this  sccount,  which  you  suppose  was  made  by  me  to  Con- 
gress, I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  on  receiving  the  Complaints 
from  the  said  Fleury;  It  was  thought  necessary  to  transmit  the  same 
to  Congress,  the  mode  of  application  on  such  Cases,  not  having  as 
yet  been  finally  determined. 

I  shall  always  be  ready  to  acknowledge  that  you  have  on  all  occ^ 
sions  paid  serious  attention  to  my  Representations,  I  should  be  very 
happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  apply  to  your  Excellency  ft  Council 
with  Respect  to  those  transactions  which  come  under  my  notice  ss 
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C011811I  for  tbis  State  I  mm  M\j  of  your  opinion  tliaft  it  would  ayoid 
mneh  delaj  ft  nnneoeisarj  tumble. 

I  ha? e  the  honor  to 

Bemain  with  Bespeoty 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 

humble  Senrant, 

HOLKEB.* 

Directed, 
Bib  Exoellenoj  Joseph  Beed,  Preudent  of  the  State 


Capt.  Jambs  MoNTGOMBfiT  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

On  board  the  Ship  Oen>  Green,  July  4th,  1779. 

Gape  Henlopen  bearing  South  Dis*  4  leagues. 

'  In  my  last  I  informed  your  Bxoelency  of  my  haveing  join*  the 
fri^tf  under  the  Command  of  Capt  Nicholson  to  Ornaefor  the  three 
Bntish  frigata  that  wear  Crnaeing  on  our  Coast  on  friday  Morning 
saw  two  S2l  the  Comador  hoTO  out  a  Signall  to  Ghais  at  iPast  ten 
A.  M.y  Came  Cloas  up  with  them  found  on  to  be  a  two  Decker  the 
other  a  frigat^  and  a  large  Slgop  of  twelve  or  fourteen  Quns  on  which 
the  Comador  and  other  Capt^  thaught  they  would  bee  to  hard  for  us, 
made  Sail  from  them  and  they  Chaised  ua  up  to  the  Cape  they  have 
been  seen  from  the  shore  yesterday. 

The  Capo  of  our  frigate  behaved  with  Great. S[arat  and  wear  Se 
termend  to  have  Sold  theinB  ships  Yerey  Bear  had  the  two  Decker 
Game  up  with  us. 

The  Confedricy  is  ordered  up  to  town  and  the  Cap*'  Nicholson  and 
tucker  on  Some  Secret  Ezpidition  So  that  I  am  left  by  ray  Self 
Please  God  I  Shall  so  to  Sea  ba  soon  as  the  Frigats  goes  out  or  a 
■Day  after  them  as  I  think  the  British  Ships  will  watch  thar  motioos 
and  Perhaps  follow  them  of  some  Distance  which  will  leave  me  Som 
.Boom  in  Shore  of  them,  their  Privateers  Crttses  tbcee  or  for  togeather 
and  I  expect  our  Coast  will  Swarm  with  them  as  long  as  their  large 
Ships  Keeps  on  our  Ooaati  wich  I  hoop  will  not  be  long.  Never- 
theless I  hop  to  pick  Soma  of  them  up  in  a  little  tim. 

I  Bemain  your  Exoeleneiea 

Meet  obd*  Servant, 

JAMES  MONTGOMEBY. 

IHrwitd, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire. 

«  See  page  681. 
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Georqb  Woods  to  Thoius  U&ib,  1779. 

Bedfoid,  July  4th,  1779. 
Dear  Siri 

I  have  just  npertanity,  as  fare  as  Carlisle,  to  Convej  you  a  few 
lines ;  last  Satarday  was  a  week,  a  man  and  his  daughter^  of  the 
name  of  Brikinridge,  in  wood  Oock  valley,  was  kild  &  Scalp^  by 
the  Indeans.  The  action  was  Don  hard  by  hartsock's  Fort.  Frenkii- 
town  is  intirely  Evequated.  M'  Holliday  lives  at  the  flat  Spring,  in 
your  Yally ;  we  have  all  Indever'i  with  Piper,  what  lies  in  Our 
power,  to  rease  a  fae  men  to  kape  Frenkstown  Settlement  together, 
but  all  to  no  purpose.  M'  HoUiday  Applied  to  Coll*  piper  for  men 
to  bring  off  the  Stors,  but  was  Obleged  to  Lave  them  there.  The 
Indeans  after  Doing  the  above  mentioned  Damages.  They  Drove 
off  a  Considerable  many  horsis.  When  the  Enemy  are  so  &re  into 
Our  Contery  you  must  know  the  Situation  we  a^  all  in ;  not  a 
single  Solger  or  Militia  man  appears  in  this  County  for  Our  Defence. 
I  just  now  here  that  Coll*  piper  has  Oot  a  guard  at  his  hous.  On 
Beoeving  the  late  Instruetions  tirom  Oounoil,  yfi  Oolh  SmHh,  Mr. 
Martain  has  indevered  to  bring  out  k  fue  of  the  Militia  from  the 
Townships  of  Are  ft  Bethtil,  but  his  Orders  are  immediately 
Countermanded  by  CoU*  piper,  as  I  understand.  Dear  Sir,  y<m 
know  well  whate  Situation  Oar  €oun)sy  is  in  respecting  the 
Conduct  of  the  Lieutenants,  you  have  often  mentioned  to  me  Some 
of  their  fbaKngs,  &  now  Our  poor,  Starving  Oontery,  when  they  hav« 
Oot  Something  on  the  Gt^und  for  Gkth^ng,  Dare  not  Qo  ent  to 
Save  it.  Our  County  Seems  to  be  pointed  out  for  Distmotion ;  erefj 
Mher  frontier  Settlement  has  Some  Notice  taken  of  them  ft  assistance 
'  Sint  them ;  in  the  name  of  wonder,  if  you  are  a  member  of  Coandl 
for  our  County,  will  you  never  Oct  us  taken  Notice  of  or  Git  us  % 
share  of  Relefe  aeoordin|j  to  the  rest  of  onr  Contery.  I  t^ish  yoa 
would  Spake  your  mind  as  fireely  in  Council  respecting  Borne  of  Ovrr 
officers  as  you  Do  here;  I  think  we  would  be  soon  in  n  beter  Situa- 
tion. I  am  Certain  you  have  a  Gentleman  now  at  the  head  of  your 
Board  that  would  not  Suffer  us  to  ho  used  in  the  mannor  Did  he  but 
Knaw  it.  Your  Soon  Rob*  is  Oon  out  with  Oapt.  Erwin.  I  under- 
stand John  Montower  has  Come  into  fort  pitt  ft  some  Indeans  with 
bim,  I  abo  understand  he  has  taken  in  hand  to  bring  in  Sfraon 
Guirty.  Capt^  Brsdy  latly  retoek  two  prisoners,  tve  Scalps  ft  KilH 
One  Indean,  he  is  Gon  out  again,  in  Company  with  Montower  ft  two 
Indeans,  in  Order  to  bring  in  Girty,  wkioh  I  hope  They  will  perform. 

I  am,  D'^  Sir, 

Your  Ob*  Humble  Serv*, 

GEORGE  WOODS. 
Directed, 

To  Thomas  Uric,  Esq.,  member  of  the  Suprem  Executive  Council. 
Philadelphia. 
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Hwd  Qva^tnf  New  Windsor,  5th  July,  1779. 

GentlemeDi 

.  I  »in  ezlremel J  aooeeroed  to  fisd  bj  aeverat  letters  from  Oen- 
oral  Sallivan  that  he  is  like  to  be  diBappointed  in  the  indepoDdenft 
oompaDies  which  wore  to  reinforoe  him  from  the  State  of  Pensvlyania, 
The  ooDsequenoes  of  this  disappointment  will  oertainlj  be  very 
iDJnrioos.  They  may  be  more  than  injnrious.  For  want  of  these 
he  will  be  obliged  io  rednoe  his  operating  foroe  to  establish  the 
necessary  poets  of  oommanicattony  too  low,  perhaps,  to  aot  with  safety 
and  effect,  or  he  mast  leave  his  communication  and  convoys  in  the 
most  precarious  state.  I  have  advised  him  rather  to  hasard  some- 
thing in  the  last  respect  than  in  the  first,  with  an  assuranee  thai  I 
would  again  solioit  the  aid  of  die  Slate  to  strengthen  the  posts  in  his 
rear  and  assist  in  protecting  his  convoys.  I  must  entreat  in  the 
most  pressing  terms  that  the  Council  will  be  pleased,  without  delay, 
to  take  effectual  measures  to  have  the  number  of  men  origiQally  re- 
quested, sent  forward.  If  th^  independent  companies  are  not  readv  I 
beg  their  plaoe  may  be  supplied  by  Militia,  to  be  relieved  periodically. 
The  Council  are  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  success  in  the 
present  eipedition  and  of  the  fatal  misohief  which  would  attend  a 
defeat — we  should  perhaps  lose  an  Army,  and  our  frontiers  would 
be  desolated  and  deluged  in  Blood.  A  large  reinforoement  has  been 
sent  from  Canada  to  join,  the  savages.-  They  are  oolleotinff  their 
force  for  a  vigorous  opposition,  and  if  they  are  successful  their 
devastations  will  eroeed  any  thing  we  have  yet  experienced.  Their 
means  will  be  increased  and  their  cruelty  wiU  be  emboldened  by 
success  and  sharpened  by  revenge. 

It  was  not  in  my  power  to  send  a  ffreater  Continental  force,  t 
stretched  this  string  as  hard  as  it  would  possibly  bear,  and  relied  on 
the  farther  aid  of  the  States  more  immediately  concerned.  I  hope  t 
shall  not  be  eventually  disappointed.  I  flatter  myself  the  Council 
will  think  my  anxiety  on  this  occasion  natural  and  will  exeuse  my 
importunity. 

With  Tery  great  respeet  and  esteem, 

1  hove  t^  honor  to  be,  Oentlemen, 
Tour  most  obed*  Serv^, 

G*.  WASHINGTON.*' 

P.  8.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  the  Council  to  Communicate 
what  they  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  do,  to  General  Sullivan  that 
he  may  take  his  measures  aooordingly. 

Beferred  to  in  the  Minutes  of  Council  of  the  10th  rf  July,  1779. 

•  See  Col.  Bee.,  ToL  XIL,  p.  48. 
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Mb.  Holkeb  to  Pbksidbbt  Bkeo,  1779. . 

PhikMplii%  r  6t>>  Jnl7»  1779. 

4  ^ 

I  reoeifed  hat  night  yonr  polite  inyitatioii  &r  this  day  at  noos; 
I  shall  have  the  honor  of  meeting  yon  at  that  houfi  aooording  t6 
the  appointment 

I  am  with  doe  Bespect  Sir 

Tour  most  obedient  &  yery 

humble  Serranti 

HOLKER. 

Direetedy 
Hia  Ezoelleney  Joseph  Beed  Bsquire  Pnsident  of  the  State. 


SSCT.   MaTLACK   to  PrSB.  07   CONOBBSSy  1779. 

Philadelphia,  July  6, 1779. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  honour  to  inolose  to  you  twenty  nine  bonds  taken  on 
issuing  the  Commissions  of  Congress  to  private  ships  of  war  the 
remaining  commission  is  issued  to  a  vessel  in  the  service  of  the 
States  and  the  bond  is  not  yet  executed  it  shall  be  fully  trans- 
mitted to  you  as  soon  as' it  comes  to  hand. 

Applications  are  now  made  for  several  other  oommissionsy  which 
make  it  necessary  to  request  you  will  please  to  fornish  me  with  such 
additional  number  of  commissions  as  you  may  think  proper  to  put 
}nto  my  hands  and  which  shall  be  futnfully  accounted  for  by 

Your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant. 

TY.  MATLACK,  See^. 

Dir^eUdf 
The  President  of  Congress. 
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Oapt.  Lahq  to  PftkB.^  Bm>9  1T79* 

Hay  it  Fleise  jour  Ezoelleney : 

*  ■ 

HftTiDK  the  HoDoar  at  present  to  CommaDd  la  yoar  garrison  On 
Jf  odd  IsIaDdi  I  find  myself  in  Doty  bound  to  Bepresent : — ^That  ^ 
Captain  Gilpin,  of  a  Yirginia  built  Sloop,  Cleared  uat  from  Philad% 
Jand  bound  for  Hispaniola,  Called  on  me  tbis  forenoon  With  bis 
jMperS)  k  Informed  me  be  bad  been  Ordered  to  do  so  by  the  Gen- 
tleman he  Beoeived  his  Clearances  from.  The  Orders  by  which  I 
have  Hitherto  oond noted  myself  bein^  Apparently  contrary,  I  beg 
leave  To  lay  before  Tour  Excellency  A  Coppy  of  them^  Expecting 
yon  Will  thereby  see  it  Necessary  to  g^ve  me  some  More  Explicit 
Especially  Bespeotii^  Vessels  passing  tfaiS|  Outward  bound.         r 


Orders  Received  from  Oapt^  Bl^inley  On  Beleiving  him  here;  Jnne 

87**,  1779. 

.  General  Ordei^  2-«  Jnne^  1779. 

Letter  Date<i  PfaOad^lphii^  ^uae  2*';  1779. 

The  Indiscriminate  pehnissimi  of  Fenons  to  go.  on  Madd  Islandi 
and  view  the  works  as  they  go,  May  be  Attanded  With  Sook  oonee- 
'^qiiettce,  that  I  must  Desire  in  future  None  may  be  permitted  to  do 
so.  You  will,  therefore,  on  Receipt  of  this,  pbee  A  Gentjnel  at  the 
wharf  to  prevent  people's  landing. without  first  Making  themselves 
and  their  business  known  to  you,  or  produce  a  pass  from  Me.  Those 
persons  who  beloog  to  the  Island,  or  whose  business  May  Make  it 
Neoesiikry  for  them  to  pass  backwards  &  forwards,  May  take  passes 
from  you»  Wbiebi  they  Can  show  as  they  May  be  Necessary^  Unless 
they  are  persons  well  Known  t9  the  Garrison. 

I  am^  Sir,  your    .      .  ; 

(Signed.)  Most  Obedient  & 

very  Humble  Servant, . 

JOSEPH  R££P,Preaid. 

P.  S.  — All  Shallops  &  Small  Craft  are  to  pass  freely,  both  up  ft 
Down.  AH  Sea  Yessels  Outward  bound,  are  also  to  pass,  (ft  Inward 
bonnd  if  brought  too  at  Biiliogsport)  Without  further  Examination. 

Adressed  to  the  Officer  Commanding  on  Mudd  Island.^ 

23* 
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Orden  Beotml  fron  OapteiB  Brmi,  BMIbgvort^  Jane  80^, 

1779. 

Sir, 

' '  Hesse  to  iAe  Kotioe,  that  if  aiiT  Inwatd  l>ontid  Sea  TesBel  abtmld 
^aes  this  G^arrisou  After  being  firea  at  three  timesy  Without  bringing 
too,  Ton  are  not  to  let  her  pass  the  Garrison  Ootfiinanded  bj  jot 
untill  she  shows  Ion  her  papers,  and  Gives  yon  a  Satisfsetory 
Aoeonnt  of  her  friendlylntentions ;  And  if  they  prote  Unsatisihetory, 
^on  arS  to  detain  the  Vessel,  And  then  transmit  the  pnperp  wftb  tne 
quiokest  di8|>atoh  to  the  Hob^  the  president  and  Coabeil,  and  there 
Aeoeive  their  Orders  Id  what  Manner  yon  are  to  prooeed. 
'  Ton  axe  Not  to  give  any  XTnneeessafy  Delay,  bnt  to  treat  tbs 
Vessels  with  respeot,  whether  Ameiioans  or  Allies. 

Signed.  I  ani|  Sir,  with 

Bespeet,  yonr  Obedient 

Hnmble  Servant, 

PJeXEBBBOWN^CaptPArttK  i 

N.  B.    The  Siffnal  to  Inward  bennd  Vessels  will  be  a  Jack  at  the 
foretop  Mast  head,  if  Examined  by  Me. 
Pireoted  to  GaptF  James  Lang,  Oemmander  Mndd  Island. 

BiOingsportj  Jmie  BOA,  17T9. 

These  being  the  Orders  nnder  which  I  act  Here,  Shonld  be  glad 
io  Know  yonr  Bsoeilr*  fourther  pleasnie  Bespeeting  the  Beports  or 
BistnnM  Neosesary  to  be  Made  Ootnoming  the  State  of  the  Garrison, 
MagasiBe,  or  Other  Stores,  Ae.,  At  Snoh  periods^  and  in  the  Manner 
jon  may  jvdge  propet* 

I  am,  ait,  with  the  greatest  Bsteen 

&  Bespeet,  yonr  Bzcellen*>" 

Most  Obe*,  Humb^  Serv«, 

JAMBS  LANG, 

Captain  Penns*  Hllxtia  Artilr. 
Mndd  Island,  July  7»,  1779. 

Directed^ 

His  Ezoellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  President  of  the  S.  E.  Conneil, 
— Gap*  Genersl  k  Commainder  in  chief  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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List  of  OftBHANCB  8to%88  vaktiho  At  Billingsport. 

1779. 

LiBl  of  Ordnanoe  Stores  wanting  to  Oompleafc  tliofie  in  tho  Ghmriaon 
ak  KIBngBpori. 

500  Weight  of  Junk, 
2  fbor  poand  Rammen, 
4  Worma  for  18  Pounder^ 
2  Horn  Lanthorna, 

4  Axes,  1  drawing  Bjiife  &  2  Fnanalisi 
1  Small  Marlin  Spike, 

1  Skein  Marlinei 

2  Half  Inoh  GimUeta, 

6  Ibe.  Ten  &  Twenty  penDj'naila, 
2  Small  GimUets, 

1  pair  Hingee^  2  Ooodatnmg  Padlooka  &  Sueja/or  tho  Magaiint. 

By  Order  of  Cai«  Pxtkb  Browx . 

AttOHTBATJ)  SXGAETi  01k. 

BiUingiport,  Julj  9",  1779. 

2  Tomkina  18  pounders, 

1 .  •  .  do.  12 Ijo. 

1 .  •  •  do«    4  *  ...  •  Do< 

ISpjOIaaa. 

If  the  above  Articles  are  farnished  by  tbe  United  States,  their 
Commissary  mnst  pnrohaae  them.  We  are  very  ready  to  assist  tbe 
State  upon  every  Occasion  wherein  we  deem  our  help  necessary  j 
bat  we  oonoeive  Cap*  Stiles  shon'd  get  proper  Orders  to  purchase  the 
Articles  for  the  State.  If  we  have  any  thing  which  Cap^  Stilea 
cannot  proonrci  let  it  be  Issued  ft  Charged  to  die  State. 

By  Order. 

B.  PETBBS. 

War  Office,  July  7*\  1779. 
Ifr.  Pears<)n — C.  M.  8. 

(Coppy.) 


640  PSNNSTLYANIA  ABOmvlllS  1779. 


Pbtitioh  ox  Josiph  IhuH,  1779. 

To  His  Exoelleooy  the  PreJBidaDt  and  the  Sopreme  Ezeeatiye 
Counoil  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania. 

The  Memorial  and  Petition  of  Joseph  Dean,  of  the  Oitj  of  Phila- 
delphia, Merohanty  respeetfully  shewflt' — ^That  upon  the  Twenty 
Fourth  Day  of  June,  Anno  Domini,  ITTTi  Your  Memorialist  entered 
into  an  Article  of  Agreement  with  a  certain  William  Bell,  late  of 
Philadelphia  County,  for  the  Purchase  of  a  Tract  of  Land  in  Upper 
Herion  Township  in  the  said  County,  containing  ahout  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty  Six  Acres.  <  That  your  Memorialist  paid  Four  Hundred 
Pounds  of  the  Purchase  Money  at  the  executing  of  the  said  Article. 
That  the  said  William  Bell  has  since  been  attainted  of  High  Treason 
under  the  Laws  of  this  State  by  Reason  <yf  his  not  surrendering 
of  himself  according  to  a  Proclatha^on  of  the  Suptetiie  Executive 
Council.  That  the  said  Joseph  Dean  did  prefer  his  Claim.to  the 
fund  136  Acres  of  Land  before  the  Honorable  the  JusMces  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  StatCi  and  has  obtained  their  Decree  that  he 
shall  bold  the  same  to  him  and  his  Heirs,  paying  to  the  Hon**  The 
Ekecutive  Council,  or  to  such  Person  as  they  shall  depute  and 
authorise,  such  a  Sum  of  Money  as  tocertier  witn  the  £400  already 
paid  to  the  said  William  Bell,  will  make  up  and  amount  to  the  sum 
of  £7  7  6  for  eyery  Acre,  together  with  Lawftil  Interest  for  such  Sum, 
so  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid  from  the  25^  of  June,  1777,  That  your 
Memorialist  is  now  ready  and  willing'to  pay  tothe  Hon^^'the  Execu- 
tive Council,  or  to  such  Person  as  they  shall  appoint,  the  sadd  sum  of 
.Money  and  Interest  fliccordins;  to  the  Decree  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  And  your  Memorialist  prays  That  the  President 
or  Vice  President  in  Counoit  under  his  Hand  and  the  State  Seal 
'will  execute  to  the  said  Joseph  Dean  and  his  Heirs  a  Deed  con- 
firming to  him  the  Right  and  Title  to  the  said  Land.: — And  your 
Memorialist  &c.,  &c.^ 

JOS.  DEAN. 

JtJy  8th,  1779. 

IndonemetU  by  J,  R. 

On  the  within  Petition  Resolved,  That  on  the  Petitioaei'p  pi|y*  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  State  the  Rem'  of  the  Purchase  Money  &  Int., 
he  be  entitled  to  a  Deed  as  requested.  That  it  be  recommended  to 
him  to  lay  the  Draught  thereof  before  the  Att^  Oen^  for  his  Perusal 
ft  Approbation,  and  that  no  Covenants  therein  extend  farther  than 
in  Case  of  Eviction  by  Title  Paramount — the  State  be  not  deemed 
responsible  for  more  than  the  Money  &  Intst.  thereon  recdved  by 
the  State.* 

*  See  Col.  Beo.  Tol.  XIL  p.  46. 
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Philip  Btah  to  Coukoil,  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Exeoutiye  Conncil  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennfljlyania. 

The  Petition  of  Oa{>tain  Phifip  Ryan  Humbly  Shewblh/That 
.^onr  Petitioner  have  provided  himself  with  anffieient  f  aokling,  fte;, 
;in  Order  to  Sweep  in  the  Biver  Delaware  for  'Gannon^  Arms. 
Anchors^  Cablesi  Ac:  And  thai  yonr  Petitioner  has  lately  fonnfl 
an  Iron  Gannooy  being  a  nine  Ponnder,  and  am  informed  that  yonr 
Hon'ble  Board  grants  pennits  to  pisrsons  to  sweep  in  the  said  River, 
wherefore  year  petitionee  Craves  Heenee  to  sweep  in  the'  said  Rivefi 
ft  to  abide  to  whatever  yovr  Honors  shall  restriet  him  to.  .  ibid  is 
ia  duty  bound  to  praji  &oi 

PHILIP  RYAN. 

We,  the  Sttbsorihers»  are  well  aoqnainted  with  the  above  named 
Philip  RyaOi  and  thinks  he  will  Answer  the  prayer  of  his  Petition. 

ROBERT  KNOI^ 
Phihd%  July  9^  1779. 


John  HAOKBKWBLDBft  TO  OoL.  Brodhbad,  ^79. 

Gosfaoeking,  July  8*^;  1779. 

D'  Sir, 

I  have  waited  impatiently  for  an  opportunity  of  sending  the  Two 
letters  of  the  last  month. '  The  reason  why  Mr.  McCermack  is  so 
particular  in  desiring  ^^be^  Information  be  has  given  to  be'  kept  a 
seeret,  is  because  he  and  othersj  the  friends  to  Ameri^,  has  itiffered 
much  already  on  that  account,  as  Iiid*'whd  have  heard' it  have  beeti 
BO  careful  as  to  mention  him  to  those  who'  had  it  in  their  power  to 
punish  him  fbr  so  doin^.  As  he  thinks  that  an  Army  from  Detroit 
vrni  be  this  side  the  bke  before  long,  and  dare  not  Venture* to  write 
^to  me,  we  thereibre  have'  agreed  upon  Several  Words  and  Marksy 
vrhich  he  will  send  to  me  as  soon  9s  he  hears  anything  certain,  and 
Iv  which  I  shall  know  the  numbers  of  Men  and  Cannon,  as  also  the 
place  Ihey  shall  have  appointed  fbr  Isndipg. 

*  Simon  Girty  came  here  last  Sunday  bveding  with  one  Prisoner; 
J  was  indeed  very  sorry  he  couM  not  be  takcn^  and  the  Big  Cat  rs 
entirely  to  be  bhimed  ^t'it.  Oirty  told  a  great  many  li^  to  th^ 
.)>eople — also  said  he  had  a  Pecquet  of  liCtters  which  were  sealed, 
and  at  he  Was  desiious  of  Mr.  MoCormioks  reading  them;  we 
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thbk  if  he  had  aoT  Hwu  those  <mt  of  the  hoHow  Tree.  He  told 
Mr.  Connor  to  tell  bifl*Bieth*|  the  Ainerioimsi  that  he  did  not  deeire 
they  ehoold  show  him  any  favor,  neither  (said  he)  would  he  ehow 
them  any.  Mr.  Zeieberger,  who  had  been  here  to  see  ubi  and  who 
on  hii  way  home  met  with  those  feUows,  had  certainly  been  killed 
by  them  if  not  accidentally  Caleb  and  some  more  of  the  Delawaies 
had  mai  togetiier.  He  ezpcwMed  himaelf  htm  with  mat  dusatiifao- 
.tion  oonoerning  the  4iaap|>oinlment  and  mhed  oa  au  in  hie  power. 
We  bear  not  a  single  WomI  of  the  Wyandotte  coming  ai  present; 
•  Shawnee  Mati,  who  has  been  here  to  buy  Com,  says  they  (the 
Shawnese)  will  be  abk  to  fight  better  next  timcy  and  have  bo  oosa- 
sioa  to  lea?e  their  houses  as  they  did  the  last  time.  I  have  to 
retom  yon  mj  most  hearty  thanks  for.  the  present  of  Flonr,  Tea  and 
Coffee  jrou  have  made  us,  and  wish  St  was  in  my  power  io  obligs 
yon  aeain.  Yet  In  the  mean  time  my  wish  is  y^  the  Lord  Biay 
rewara  jou  agun  for  your  kindness  and  bless  you  abundantly. 

With  the  greatest  Esteem;  I  am  d'  sir. 

Yew  mast  obed.  Ber?^, 

JOHN  HAOEKNWELDSB. 
<Oopy.) 

JHreetedf 

Col.  Brodhead;  Commd',  etc. 


RBSOLUXioir  OF  CoNaRBSSy  1779. 

In  Congress^  July  9th,  1779. 

Resolved;  That  the  Ezecutiye  powers  of  each  State  be  eamestily 
jequested  instantly  to  make  the  strictest  inquiry  into  the  conduct  ot 
«Yery  person  within  such  state  respectively  employed  either  in  the 
quarter  master  general'Si  or  purchasing  or  iaauii^  CommifMarj 
general's  department^  and'  in  case  of  any  kind  of  misbehaviour  or 
strong  suraicion  thereof;  in  any  such  person  not  being  an  officer 
immMiatemappointed  by  Congress  to  remove  or  snspend  every  such 
person;  ordering  him.  at  their  discretion  to  be  prosecuted  at  thp 
expense  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appoint  another  in  his  place  if 
necessary;  and  so  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may  be  giving 
notice  to  the  Board  of  War  and  also  to  the  quarter  master  gen^  or 
.Commissary  general  in  whose  department  such  removal  Or  suspen- 
sion shall  bci  of  the  change ;  The  person  so  appointed  to  have  the 
same  authority  and  pay  which  the  persoa  removed  had  been  vested 
with  &  entitled  to^  or  such  pay  as  the  eaid,  BKCcutive  powers  respeo^ 
^tively  shall  agree  for  j  to  be  la  lil^o  mawer  snbiect  to  the  head  of 
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the  department  to  which  he  belongSy'ftnd  to  obeeiTe  all  the  regnla- 
tioos  for  the  QoTemment  of  deputy  qaerter  masters  and  depotv 
Gommissaiies  respeotively,  and  that  the  Ezeoutive  powers  of  eaoh 
State  be  in  like  manner  requested  to  inquire  into  the  number  of 
pesseas  eolpfaqred;  in  the  quJarter  master  GemMl's  &  Cemmiasar/s 
department,  and  immediately  to  diaoharge  snoh  as  shidl  be  .j«dgQd 
nnneoessaiy. 

Eztraot  from  the  HinuteS| 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seer. 

ifu2orsM2, 
Bead  in  Oowml  July  l«th,  177». 

T.  Sf .  9e^. 


Pass.  Ebbd  to  Thomas  Moors,  1779. 

In  Counoil, 

Philad».,Jniiyeth,1779L 
«ir, 

Tom  of  the  7th  June  has  be«i  dn\y  receifed.  U'  Bamhiight 
net  havii^  yet  some  to  Town  we  ha;?e  not  reoeiyed  the  Mon^  yon 
vefer  to,  £tt  as  soon  m  be  arrives  your  Bequest  to  exohaoge  that 
.UoaaT  will  be  duly  attended  to.  Far  the  Information  ca  your 
Friends  A  Neif^boun  I  would  aoquaint  you  that  the  Time  flif 
exehangiag  the  sailed  in  Emissions  is  prolonged  to  1*^  Jan'  on  the 
TermS|  therap  ezfvess'd  &  whioh  you  will  see  in  the  indosed  News 
Paper. 

GoL  Hambright  haWng  fiJIen  from  his  Horse  was  anable  to  pro- 
seed  mi  his  Jowney  hut  we  are  infiurmed  may  be  foon  espected, 

I  am  Siri  wkh  4ue  Bsgaid 

Tour  Obed.  ft  iwrf 

Hbble  Serr. 

iC#WHSfSy 

To  M' Tho"  Jordan  Piymaslef  of  llflitia>  limesteie  Ban  NcMi- 
tmberiand  Ootaity« 


.  t^^ 
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Col.  Jko.  Bull  to  Pbbs.  Bebo,  1779. 

To  the  Honovimble  the  Sapreme  Exe*  Coitnoil  for  the  State  of 
•Peiuj:lvinuk 

GentF, 

.Hiring  been  Honoared  by  yoa  with  the  Saperintendanoe  of 
Baising  the  Propoa'c)  Fortifications  and  Shiverdefriea  &c.,  and  I  tnut 
have  made  myself  fully  acquainted  with  and  master  of  the  Subject, 
I  now  feel  myself  Exceedingly  Mortifyd  and  Bmbahiad  to  find 
thiit  Labourers  is  not  to  be  procured  to  Garry  on  the  Necessary 
works,  I  mean  the  Lines  of  the  fort,  which  to  Compleat  would 
not  only  give  me  the  greatest  Satisfaction  but  also  gratify  many 
Friends  whose  Frequent  Enquiries  I  am  at  a  Loss  to  answer,  and 
although  the  building  of  the  Shlverdefriei  ft  the  Building  in 
the  Fort  gO  on  Veny  well  by  the  Respective  Macfaanicks,  I  find  my 
self  not  thereby  fully  Employed  at  Present,  and  Humbly  Conceive  I 
could  Render  more  Essential  service  by  baring  my  Part  for  some 
time  in  the  loiiiain  Oonntry  to  the  Westward  on  or  near  the  Fron- 
tiers of  this  Province  or  where  it  might  be  found  most  advisable.  I 
Mjn.  licd  to  bolieye  that  my  Knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which 
Indians  are  to  be  Treated'ani  my  Infinelide  ^and  adress  with  them 
will  not  be  Denied  by  those  gentlemen  who  teay  Remember  thit 
^During  the  Gampain  in  the  Last  French  War  to  the  Ohid  in  the 
.year  1758,  while  the  fren<)h  Vere  in  Possessioci  6f  Fbrt  Duquesne, 
now  fort  Pitt,  I  with  five  Indians  went  'Into  their  Country  on  the 
other  side  the  Ohio  and  the  fort  with  Dispatehes  from  the  gover- 
ment  and  general  there  held  a  Obnfsrance  with  thetn  Drew  them  off 
Entirely  from  the  french  Intrest,  they  Left  the  fort  and  We  Posftesd 
it  without  fighting,  and  also  Dureing  our  present  Contest  With 
Britain  Being  appointed  in  Jan""  1777,  by  the  Gonncil  of  &fety, 
and  House  of  iLssenkbly  as  one  of  tbeT  Commisioners  to  Hold  a 
Treaty  with  a  Number  of  tl^  six  Nation  Indians  Delewers  Ac./ then 
asseinbled  for  that  Purpose  at  Eastown,  they  the  Indians  made 
Choice  of  me  to  Superintend  their  aff&irs  as'  may  appear  from  the 
Extract  hereunto  anex'd  which  if  they  had  been  properly  attendoA 
46 1  am  Cleariy  of  o|>iniott  iiiigbt  Easily  haye  pitosetv^d  the  Interest 
of  many  of  those  Indians  and  thereby  not  only  Presented  the  Des- 
truction of  Wioming  but  would  have  been  the  means  of  Saving  the 
Lives  of  many  and  Preserving  in  some  measure  the  Peace  of  the  Fron- 
tiers of  this  State  in  Particular,  from  what  I  have  said  I  hope  I  am 
not  misunderstood,  I  am  by  no  means  Tired  of  my  Present  appoint- 
ment but  as  I  have  already  said  think  myself  master  of  the  Plan  in 
Every  Respect,  and  no  man  will  more  Chearfnlly  Carry  it  into 
Effectual  Execution  Provided  Labourers  Can  be  Procured. 

I  aabmit  to  the  wisdom  and  Determination  of  Conncii  whether  to 
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CMliiiae  is  I  aai  or  whether  I  Could  be  Better  Emploj^d  in 
ipen^g  Some  tine  in  the  Indiui  Coniitry  to  Betuni  at  Gommandi 

I  begg  LeoTO  to  Sttbnribe  m jtelf 

gentlemen  your  Obd* 

&  Hub*  Servt 

JN- BULL. 

July  9th,  1779. 

P.  S.  A9  the  Harvest  is  now  in  and  Part  of  the  City  Militia  have 
Performed  their  Tour  of  Daty,  Council  will  Best  Judee  whether 
it  may  not  be  advisable  to  order  out  a  Sufficient  Number  of  the 
Country  Militia  from  the  Adjacent  Counties  Vis^  Philad*  Chester 
and  BuokS|  not  from  Each  County  at  the  same  time,  But  to  be 
Believed  according  to  Rank  with  not  Less  than  three  Hundred  Bank 
&  file  from  Each  County. 


^-^ 


Pbss.  Bbbd  to  Thomas  Hbwitt,  &o.,  1779. 

To  Thomas  Hewitt,  Will.  Shaw  &  Andrew  Cnlbertson,  Esq%  Jus- 
tices of  Northumberland. 

OentlemeDi 

Your  seven&l  Applications  of  the  17th  June,  respecting  the  Pro 
ihonotary's  Office — the  Payment  of  the  temporary  Troops  k  the 
Misconduct  of  the  Sheriff  in  Office  have  all  been  laid  before  this 
Board,  ft  duly  considered.  Our  Determination  upon  the  first  you 
will  find  in  the  enclosed  Besolve — Should  Mr.  Harris  decline  con- 
tinuing in  the  County  ft  yon  find  the  publick  Business  thereby  suf- 
fering you  will  please  to  represent  it  to  us  in  which  Case  we  shall 
apply  the  necessary  Bemedy.  The  unsettled  State  of  the  County 
may  very  probably  plead  some  Excuse  for  Non  Besidence  at  present 
but  as  you  €teBt.,  must  be  the  best  Judges  how  far  it  is  inconvenient 
we  shaU  pay  great  Benurd  to  vour  Bepresentation  thereupon.  As 
to  the  Second  Point — Tho  we  nave  no  Authority  to  advance  Monies 
unless  in  Cases  directed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  ft  therefore  could 
wish  you  to  poetoone  it  to  that  Time,  yet  it  appears  to  us  to  be  so 
reasonable  that  if  you  cannot  wait  we  will  endeavour  to  give  you  the 
Belief  desired.  In-  this  Case  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  down  the 
Muster  Bolls,  ft  altaehed  Certificates  of  the  Number  of  Men,  their 
Pay,  Time  of  Service— ^nd  the  like  <tf  the  Officsis,  in  order  to  ffive 
due  SatisfaetioB  to  the  pnbliek  for  snob  an  Appropriation  of  their 
Mkmejr.    This  will  also  do  neesssarv  in  Case  application  is  made  to 

rlo         " 


the  Assembly — as  your  own  Knowledge  of  the  Business  will  show 

jon  that  it  would  be  improper  for  us  to  pi^  Money  on  so  loose  an 

»n  a9  the  present.— -The  Money  in  CoL  Hunters  Hands  for 
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Ilia  nMog  a  CkMnpAny  tf  BftngerA  Mug  pkoad  Ikcte  foMhai 
Qwier  thci  Retfototioii  <tf  Oongrefis  A  Anf  we  4o  nat  i4  piMsofc  Ibi^k 
oaraelvafl  authorized  to  app^  H  to  aay  «lh«r  Purpoae*  If  GoL  Hon- 
ter  upon  whose  Jadgme »t  i  Prttdeaoa  we  yenr  much  rely  can  aasiat 

fon  io  the  piesent  Exigeocie,  we  have  no  Doaiot  he  will  do  all  in  his 
^ower  to  accomodate  joa. — Bat  in  all  Cases  when  yoa  expeot  Money 
ft  The  Demimd  is  immediate  we  could  wish  yoa  either  to  send  a 
Saitable  Person  or  desire  such  a  one  to  attend  ns  for  the  Parpoaa, 
it  being  too  hasardoo^  to  trust  pnblick  Money  to  casual  GonTeyance. 
As  to  Mr.  Lodge,  we  highly  approve  your  Vigilance  ft  Gare  in  at- 
tending to  the  Conduct  of  Officers  entrusted  with  the  Execution  of 
the. Laws  but  as  Mr.  Hambright  has  been  detained  on  the  Road  by  a 
IFall  from  his  Horse  we  have  agreeable  to  his  Request  deferred  the 
farther  Consideration  of  this  Hatter  till  he  ahall  attend  in  Gouncfli 
thereupon,  In  the  mean  Time  as  a  clear  ft  unexcoptionable  VLade  of 
doing  the  publiok  as  well  as  Mr.  Lodge  Justice  we  think  you  may 
very  properly  recommend  it  to  your  Members  of  Assembly  to  lay  the 
Accusation  before  the  House  in  order  that  if  they  please  Mr.  Lodge 
may  be  regularly  impeached  ft  brought  to  Tryal  agreeable  to  the  22* 
Section  pf  the  ConstitatieB.  And  as  ihD  AasepUy  sits  so  ^oon  there 
will  be  a  favourable  Opp^  to  do  what  may  be  proper  therein.  As  a 
Qreund  for  this  Measure  it  will  be  proper  that  Affidavits  giviag  him 
due  Notice  to  be  present  should  be  taken  of  ihe  Misoonauct  unleas 
it  is  convenient  for  the  Witnesses  to  attend  in  Person. 

When  Capt.  Hambright  comes  you  will  probably  hear  flirther  ft  in 
the  mean  Time, 

I  am  Gent.  I 

Your  Obed. 

HbUeS?*.* 


Pbjbs.  Bbed  to  Coil.  Samubii  Huktee,  1779, 

In  Council,  Philad%  July  9, 1779. 
Sir, 

Year  Favour  of  the  26  Junef  has  bsen  daly  reoeived*  It  gives  na 

nConcem  that  the  frequent  Demands  for  Militia  ft  Quaids  made 
,  te  Co&tineBtal  Offioers  obliges  us  to  oell  apeii  ygtt  at  Tinea  ft 
Huoder  Ciroomstaiiees  so  very  diffioult — Wo  must  reqpmiQeiid  to  you 
•as  full  CompUanea  as  the  State  of  Things  will  admit,  but  they  a»e 
loo  reasonaUe  upon  a  proper  Bepresentation  to  press  too  hard  upott 
a  Gouety  which  has  struggled  so  mooh  ft  aaffiured  so  severely  Iron 
She  Enemy. 
IK  Hutchison  will  be  applied  to  veapeoting  the  GbcgeMi  Inslani- 

'*  See  GoL  fiee.,  Tot  XII.,  p.  tZ.  fSe^  plige  870.- 
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meots  k  if  tbej  oan  be  prooared  they  will  be  forwarded  with  eonre- 
nient  Dbpalob. 

We  have  wrote  pretty  folly  to  ihe  Jnatioes  with  Respeet  to  the 
Payment  of  the  temporary  TreefMi ;  oar  Opinion  ft  Wishes  are  that 
they  mav  be  paid  Jb  we  doabt  not  this  will  be  the  Case  by  the  State. 
Bat  as  the  Assembly  will  «t  in  aboat  6  weeks  it  woofd  be  mo^e 
satisfaotory  to  as  to  receive  Authority  from  them  for  the  Purpose. 
The  raisinc  of  Troops  k  applying  the  pabNek  Money  to  tfie  Pay- 
sient  of  .mem  withent  the  Ooneamnee  of  pohlidc  Anthmrity  are 
delioate  Points  &  tho  the  Neoessity  of  the  present  Oase  may  be  • 
snfiioient  Apology,  we  have  no  Beubt  you  will  see  tbatil  wmv 

Em  into  a  very  inooDveBisnt  ft  dangerons  Pf«otiee.*-->BQi  al  ml 
ents  before  we  ean  apprepriato  Money  lor  the  Parpose  the  Phuk 
cm  wkioh  they  have  been  raised,  the  Nnmber  of  Men  ft  OiBeeiiy 
Tine  of  aetmd  Servioe  and  proper  Master  Rolls  fte.  shonU  mil  be 
aude  ont  to  lay  a  jnst  ft  reasonable  Ground  for  snoh  an  Advaaoe.  In 
oar  present  View  of  the  Matter  we  do  not  think  it  adviseaUe  in  ns 
to  apply  the  Money  designed  Ibr  the  nmging  OompanieB-^-ShoaU 
Ihey  apply  to  yon  howevnr  yon  will  use  your  own  Pmdnnoe  in  iktb 
Matter  ao  &r  as  to  aeaomodato  them  with  a  loan. 

When  M*  Hambright  oemes  to  Town  who  will  take  the  Can  of 
ibrwanUng  it  we  will  eeod  yon  the  AaMnonition  reqneated. 
.  Wears  sorry  to  iad  Oapt.  Kamplin's  Prospects  are  so  wfciverable 
in  rsemiting«-We  wotild  wish  him  to  ooolinne  bk  Bxertiona  ft  hope 
as  the  Defenoe  of  the  Frontiers  is  theepeeiai  Objeet  of  their  Servioe 
the  Inhabitanto  wiU  give  tbem  all  possible  Assistenee  ft  Eorwntd- 
ness. 

We  eannot  ooneftsde  tUs  Letter  without  oKpressing  onr  Sence  of 
yoar  eonstant  ft  nsefel  Servioes  to  the  pabKok  whioh  tho  fatigneing 
ft  in  many  Bespeots  diffieak  wtU  upon  Relleetion  a&vd  yon  great 
'Satialaofiscu  We  shall  be  ready  to  pay  a  due  Bespeot  to  Ihem 
en  all  occasions  ft  hope  yon  will  peieeveve  with  equal  Alacrity  to 
the  End  of  the  Oontest  whioh  we  trust  by  the  Favour  of  Providenoe 
eannot  be  far  remote. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbb>  Servt. 

Directedf 

To  Col.  Sam^  Hunter  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Northumber- 
land. 
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Pass.  Rbbd  to  Pu&ohasbbs  of  Fu>uBy  1779. 

InCooiieil, 


'i  J11I7  lethy  177». 

Sir, 

Aftar  mmiy  firaitleM  Attompia  io  pracore  the  neooKtry  Suppliea 
of  Cloadiing  for  tlie  Oflioera  of  dio  Army  agreeable  to  the  Reaolvoe 
of  the  AaMiiibly«— we  find  oaraelrea  obliged  to  have  Reooarse  to 
Inportatioii.  And  in  order  to  do  this  on  the  most  CBOonomioftl 
Seals,  we  most  export  Flour  to  Foreign  Parts  where  the  great  De- 
mand willonable  os  to  proenie  BetBias  [answerable  to  onr  Ezigea- 
eles.  And  to  do  this  upon  the  most  advantageous  footing  we  haw 
eonelnded  te  call  npoa  yonrOonnty  for  Barrels^  ft  knowing  no  one 
more  ready  to  do  the  pabUok  Servioe  than  yourself,  we  would  re- 
quest you  to  prooure  that  Quantity  fsr  us  with  all  possiUe  Dispatch  & 
forward  it  to  this  City  to  M'  Wm.  TumbuU,  Merchant  of  this  Ci^, 
onr  Agent  herein.  That  yon  may  hare  no  Diffculty  in  the  Artieie 
of  Money,  we  shall  answer  your  Draughts  at  any  Time  &  make  yoa 
a  reasonable  Oompensation  for  yovr  Tronble  fully  adequate  to  your 
Trouble.  As  to  the  Price  wherever  there  has  been  any  Agreanent  of 
the  People  fixing  a  Price  we  would  not  have  yon  exceed  it,  ft  when 
there  has  been  no  such  Agreement  we  would  not  have  yon  exeesd 
the  Price  at  this  Market,  whieh  is  ^£20  ^  ct  Ton  will  easily 
observe  that  we  do  not  address  yen  on  tins  Occasion  as  a  mere  Agent 
upon  mercenary  Principles — but  as  an  Assistant  to  us  in  providing 
for  the  Oomfort  ft  creditable  Appearance  of  a  number  of  brave  Men 
who  are  rendering  us  the  most  essential  Services.  At  the  same  Time 
it  is  onr  full  Intention  that  yonr  Interest  shall  not  suffer  thereby. 

Yon  will  please  (0  address  yourselves  to  Mr.  Turnfaiili  in  the 
Course  of  the  BuaineM  ft  acquaint  him  how  you  proosed. 

lam^Sir, 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

July  10th,  1779- 

S', 

Agreeable  to  directions  from  the  Vice  President  of  the  State  I 
inclose  you  my  account  of  recruits  raised  for  the  Peosylvania  line,  I 
am  much  concerned  to  hear  so  many  of  the  recruits  sent  to  camp 
have  deserted,  I  am  informed  one  of  them  fell  sick  ft  died  on  the 
road,  by  the  account  you  will  see  I  have  shared  in  the  loss  by  deser- 
tion as  two  recruits,  after  receiving  their  moneyi  deserted  before  I 
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Qonld  get  them  approved  of  therefore  oonld  not  charge  no  more  than 
the  allowance,  tbo  the  ooets  were  yery  high  on  acoonnt  of  the  reward 
giyen  to  every  perw>n  who  brought  me  a  man,  drink  ft  ooekade 
money,  the  expeaoe  of  any  one  of  which  artidea  would  formerly 
have  procured  ft  paid. a  man.  Aa  a  voucher  I  have  added  aoopy  A 
the  approbation  of  each  man  certified  by  the  chamber  of  accounts 
where  I  deposited  the  original  when  I  save  in  my  account  of  contl- 
nental  bounty  paid  to  the  men  I  eDlisted.  As  the  money  I  paid  for 
aeoouDt  of  the  State  was  all  borrowed  on  a  promise  to  repay  it 
shortly,  I  hope  the  Hon'  Council  will  take  it  into  consideration  & 
fl|>eedUy  enable  me  to  fulfill  my  engagements. 

I  am,  S% 

yonr  moat  obed*  Serv^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col. 

P.  S.  I  am  informed  one  cause  of  the  des^ion  was  the  mens 
not  receiving  the  remainder  of  their  bounty  as  soon  as  they  joined 
tbeir  regiments  agreeable  to  the  promise  made  them. 

Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Hatlaok,  Esq',  Seoretafj  to  the  Hon'l  ExeoatiTe 
Council. 


Lbwis  Nicola  to  Prxb.  Rkbb,  1779* 
Sir, 

Two  men  from  Lord  Cathcarts  Legion  just  arrived,  say  they 
deserted  yesterday  was  a  week  near  fort  Lee  aa  they  were  transport- 
ing by  water  some  officers  baegage  from  New  York  to  the  Army 
which  principally  lay  at  Kings-bridge ;  the  Guards  and  Hessians  in 
New  York.  The  Legion  is  composed  of  four  Companiea  of  infantry, 
and  aa  many  troops  of  light  horse,  and  consists  of  about  460  men^ 
officers  included.  The  desertion  from  the  army  very  considerable, 
partioularlj  of  the  Grenadiers.  Only  one  man  of  war,  a  74  gu« 
vessel  in  the  North  river  near  the  prison  ship. 

I  am  with  respect, 

jour  Excellencies 

most  Obedieai  serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

'  July  10, 1779. 

« 

Dinettd^ 

i<  To  hit  Ss^lenqr  Joseph  Bead,  PMid«at  of  the  Siatoi 


500  PENNSYLVANIA  ASOHIYSS  177». 

f 

Lop.  Sproobll  to  Cokgbjsss,  1779. 

PkilMl.,  JTidy  10, 1779. 
OeQtUmmy 

Incloged  is  an  account  of  mj  allowance  of  Bam  daring  oar 
Absence  from  the  Citj,  having  not  drawn  any  Licqaor  in  that  time, 
indeed  it  was  impracticable  for  me  to  do  it,  the  nature  of  mj  Duty' 
was  such  I  never  remained  at  one  place  long  enongh  to  draw  being 
obliged  to  attend  at  every  post  where  Troops  were  stationed.  1 
therefore  left  it  to  settle  with  H'  Crispin  at  some  fatore  day— 
Aooordingly  I  have  applyed  to  him  many  times,  his  reasons  always 
were  he  was  not  in  Cash — Some  tine  {Mnl  he  settled  with  me  for 
my  RatioQs  of  VegetaUes  &o.,  daring  that  time  when  he  made  no 
objection  to  tGe  Bum  money.  Upon  applioatioD  to  him  this  day  for 
a  final  settlement  he  told  me  he  did  not  know  he  had  a«y  right  to 
pay  me  without  an  order  from  Councill.  I  am  therefore  under  the 
necessity  of  troubleing  your  Honours  about  this  matter  and  Request 
you  wiU  please  to  grant  an  Order  for  payment  Which  will  oblige 

Gentlemen 

T'  ms4  Obed« 

Humble  Servant 

L01>  SPROGBLL  M.  M.  of  P. 

Directedf  ' 

His  Ezoellency  the  President  and  The  Honorable  the  Councill  of 

Pennsylvania* 


GUSTAVUS  RiSBERO  TO  Pres-  Bbed,  1779 

CommiasaiMs  Offioe^  Pbiladel*  July  12'^  1779. 

Gentlemen; 

,  Agreeable  to  ^our  last  Order  M**  M«Alister  waito  oa  Ton  thia 
Forenoon  with  his  Return  for  last  Months  Issues. 

When  you  directed  me  to  suspend  M'  M^'Alister  I  immediately 
oomplied  therewith,  k  desired  him  to  attend  in  order  to  answer 
before  your  honorable  Boahl  the  Charges  laid  against  him,  therefore 
humbly  beg,  you  would  take  his  ease  into  Consideration  as  the 
Pubiio  Sbrvice  requires  Us  attendanoe  at  York  Town  if  acquitted. 

In  Case  your  honorable  Board  should  not  think  it  the  proper 
oourse  of  Law  that  M'  H<> Alister  should  have  a  hearing  before  you, 
I  beg^  leave  to  observe,  that  it  has  been  Customary  on  sinilat 
OooaaioDs  to  hare,  the  matter  refetr'd  to  a  Court  ol  Ssquky  k  tem 
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thenee  to  »  Court  Martial  if  neoeseary,  and  atf  a  Oeneral  Officer 
Commandp  a^  ttii^  Poitj  tbe  Bkp  eooM  be  eaailj  effeoled. 

I  am  with  Esteem 

Oentlemen 

,  Tour  moat  OW  b«m^  aerv^ 

aUSTAVUS  RI8BER0. 

D.  C.  Q.  of  lasves  M.  Dep^. 

The  Honorable  the  BxeonUve  Oomoil  for  the  State  of  Penneyl-i 
tania  at  Philadelphia. 


Pbbb.  Bm9J>  to  Dslbgates  in  Congbbss,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Jnly  12th,  1779. 

Oentlemen, 

Havinff  called  for  a  Retnm  of  the  weekly  Issues  in  York  Town, 
it  is  with  Orief  and  GoDoem  we  see  such  an  Application  of  the 
pnblick  Provisions  at  a  Time  when  every  species  of  Oeconomy  is 
absolutely  necessary.  If  there  is  a  proportional  Expenditare  in 
eyery  small  Tewo  where  these  Officers  are,  the  Resoorces  of  any 
Country  must  be  unequal  to  the  Support  of  the  War ;  we  do  there- 
fore meie  earaeatly  reanest  you  would  urge  on  Congress  that  some 
immediate  Inspection  a  View  be  had  of  the  number  of  Officers  & 
Dependants  at  their  several  Posts  ft  all  supemumerarys  discharged 
wittioat  Delay.  Either  the  Number  of  Persons  employed  ia  too 
great  or  the  Number  of  Rations  extravagant 

lam  Gent. 

Tour  moat  OM. 

HbU.  8ewf* 

*  See  CoL  lUe.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  48. 
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YALrariRB  BCKIBS  TO  PbI8.  BMKDy  1779. 

DeirSir, 

By  the  Bearer  herewith  We  have  sent  yon  the  Deposition  of  Two 
Peraons  we  order  to  he  Qualified  before  Two  of  the  J  uatioea  of  thia 
Oouaty,  as  yoa  will  See  by  the  lodoaed  Deposition  Oonceming 
matters  and  the  nnjast  Praotices  of  some  of  the  offieera  and  their 
Deputies  in  .the  middle  Department  as  you  requested  of  Mr.  Bckerty 
if  any  more  Proof  would  be  neeeaaaiy  at  any  time  it  may  be  obtained. 
We  hope  Mr.  Matlack  will  be  so  kind  as  to  Lay  the  matter  before 
his  Bxoellency  the  President  and  Council  of  this  State. 

We  are  with  due  respeet 

your  most  Obd* 

Humble  Servant 


HENRY  HAFPER, 
YALENTINfi  BCEJSBT. 


Beading,  July  Idth^  1779. 
JHrectedy 

To  Timothy  Matlack|  Esq'. 


Pbrs.  of  Conobbss  to  Pris.  Rbbb,  1779. 

Philadelphia  14  July,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Bxoellenoy  herewith 
encloeed  a  oopy  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  9th  Inst,*  testing  the 
ezeoutiYe  Powers  of  eaeh  Slate  with  further  authority  respeeting 
Persons  employed  in  the  Quarter  Maater  General  or  purohaaing  or 
issuing  Commissary  Genera's  Departmenta. 

And  am  with  great  B^speet 

your  Bxeelleney^B 

most  obedient  Servant 

JOHN  JAY, 

Preside 

Directed^ 

[is  Exeellency  President  Reed. 

*  See  page  642. 
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€k)ii.  Apax  Hublst*  to  Pebs.  Rexd^  1779. 

Wyoming,  July  14th,  1779. 
Sir, 

This  will  Aoeottpany  a  letter  from  Major  General  Snlliran,  with 
the  Arrangement  of  »y  Regiment,  to  yonr  Ezcellenqy. 

The  whole  of  the  Officers  are  satisfied  therewith,  and  are  exceed- 
ingly desirous  their  Commissions  might  he  immediately  forwarded 
to  me. 

I  mast  beg  leave  to  tronhle  your  Exeelleney  to  expedite  this  busi- 
ness with  the  Board  of  War,  and  have  them  forwarded  before  we 
IcBve  this. 

I,  with  my  officers,  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  Seij*  Henry 
Barley  for  an  Ensigns  Commission ;  his  conduct  &  general  good 
character  whilst  in  the  Regiment,  merit  the  notice  of  yonr  Exeel- 
leney and  the  Honb**  Body  over  which  yon  preside ;  And  Tm  con- 
fident should  you  be  pleas'd  to  grant  ourreqnest,  His  future  conduct 
wUl  justify  our  recommendations. 

I  am  exceedingly  in  want  of  Officers.  Your  Excellency  will 
observe  in  the  arrangement  I  want  Six  Ensigns,  besides  which, 
several  of  my  (Acers  are  sick,  and  probably  will  not  be  able  to  do 
duty  with  us  this  Campaign. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe  Lieu*  Jacob  Weitzell  (who  was  left 
out  as  a  supernumjsry)  carried  on  in  the  Reg*  arrangement,  his  general 
good  character  in  the  Reg*,  my  personal  acquaintance  with  him,  and 
the  desire  of  the  officers  fbr  his  continuance,  induces  me  most  par- 
tioularly  to  recommend  him  to  your  Excellency  k  the  Hon^^*  Coun- 
oiL  Should  be  meet  with  your  approbatioxi,  I  beg  a  Commission 
may  be  forwarded,  agreeable  to  the  rank  he  is  intitled  to.  He  is 
now  on  his  way  to  join  the  Regiment 

Capt.  Kean,  lata  of  Patterson's  Regiment,  made  supemumery  in  the 
late  arrangement,  conceives  himself  considerably  injured.  I  under- 
stand your  Excellency  is  acquainted  with  the  drcumstanees.  He  is 
desirous  again  to  enter  the  Regiment,  provided  he  can  get  his  rank. 
At  present  no  vacancy  offi^rs.  I  have  mentioned  the  matter  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Reg*,  they  are  against  his  being  agun  admitted.  I 
fear  his  taking  rank  again  in  the  Reg*,  at  the  present  time,  would 
eaiuM  such  steps  to  be  taken  by  some  of  the  Gentlemen,  as  would 
not  only  be  exeee^ogly  ii^arious  to  the  Reg*,  but  to  the  Expedition. 

I  would  theref(»e  reqnesi  his  oase  might  be  postponed  untill  the 
vetwa  of  the  Reg*,  when  it  may  be  exmined  into  praperly  and  steps 
taken  accordingly. 

Oapt.  Kean's  good  oharacter  as  a  Oenile*  and  a  soldier  intitles  him  to 
tbe  notioe  of  your  Excellency  and  the  HonV*  Couneil,  and  I  sincerely 
wish  he  may  be  ^oyided  for. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  YeL  XII.,  p.  68. 
YoL.  VIL— 24 
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Oar  Expedition  is  oarrjing  on  rather  slow,  owing  to  the  delay  of 
oar  provi9iQQS,  &c.  I  unoerely  ptttj  Genl.  Sullmn's  alaation. 
People  who  are  not  aoqaainted  with  the  rcaaona  of  the  delay  I'm 
inform'd  cenaare  him,  whioh  ia  absolutely  cruel  and  unjoat  No  man 
can  he  more  assiduous  than  he  is.  Unless  some  steps  are  taken  to 
find  out  and  make  an  Example  of  the  Delinquent  (Q'  Mas'*  &  Goitf*) 
I  fear  our  Expedition  will  be  reduced  to  a  much  less  oompase  than 
^as  intended. 

We  have  some  accounts  of  the  savages  preparing  to  receive  oa. 
Three  hundred  of  them  are  to  Harrass  ns  on  our  march  from  thia  to 
Tioga,  whilst  the  main  body  (number  not  known)  in  some  part  of 
their  Country  are  preparing  to  give  us  Battle. 

Since  my  arrival  here  the  several  Indepen*  Companies,  Capt.  Wil- 
keys  Co.  excepted,  have  joined  me.  Colo.  Spencer  refuses  Uila  Co., 
as  the  Hesolvo  of  Congress  respecting  my  Beg^,  says^  the  Ind^ 
Companies  rais'd  in  Penns*,  and  afterwards  annez'd  to  Colo.  Mai* 
colm's  Regiment,  are  to  be  incorporated  with  the  eleventh  JP*  Bag;*. 
Capt.  Wilkcys  Co.  was  originally  annex'd  to  Colo.  Spencer's  Regf'y 
tho'  an  Indep^  Pa.  Company.  The  men  are  pressing  me  maah  to 
have  them  join'd  to  my  Keglment. 

As  they  are  Troops  rais'd  in  our  State^  it  would  be  doing  Juatioe 
to  the  State  to  consider  and  annex  them  to  the  line*  I  shoold  be 
happy  your  Excellency  would  have  a  resolve  pass'd  in  my  £avoar. 
I  ever  considered  them  as  a  part  of  my  Regiment,  nntUl  I  was 
acquainted  with  their  drcumstances  in  that  Regiraeat. 
I  am^  with  greatest  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob^^  bom*  Serv*, 

AD-  HUBLEY, 
L^  Colo.,  Com*  1 1**  Rog». 
Directed^  % 

[On  public  service.) 
[is  Excellency,  Joseph  B^d,  Esq**,  President  of  Tennsylvania. 


s> 


Matxhbw  Clarkson  (Marshal)  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  ten  sorry  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  death  of  the  hofil. 
George  Ross,  Esquire,'*'  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  thia^ 
State.     His  Remains  will  be  interred  to  morrow  morning  at  'Idhie 
o'clock,  from  his  late  Dwelling  in.  North  Street  (Hndson'a  Sqii«i«)t' 
opposite  Christ  Church  Burial  Ground  Gate. 

*  Sec  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XTL,  p.  46. 
'  f  After  Hadson,  who  owned  this  square  from  Market  to  Arch,  and  from 
Fifth  to  Sixth  as  an  orchard. — T.  Matlack,  whose  name  as.Seoretarys^  often 
occurs  (when  a  young  man)  rented  the  whole  square  fpr  ^8  per  annum,  as 
a  pasture  lot  for  his  herse.    8^  Watson,  Vol.  I ,  pp.  281,  495.  ^ 
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*  • 

W€  b6g  leaYt  U>  remioit  jour  IBsMllency  and  the  HooonUe  the. 
Qoandl  will  be  pleeaea  to  attend  the.Funenl. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

joitf  Ezcellaocy's 

moBt  obed.  hnmb*  Ser?**, 

MATTH.  CLABKSON, 

Marshal. 
ANDKEW  BOBESON,  Bag^ 

Philadelpbiay  Wednesday,  Jbly  U,  1779.* 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsjl?ania. 


Pres't  Rkkd  to  Ge5.  Washington,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad*,  July  nth,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Excell'*  Favour  of  the  5  Ins*  was  duly  received,  and  tho  it  was 
&  is  the  universal  Opinion  that  the  Number  of  Men  under  General 
Sullivan  is  greater  than  can  be  fed  when  he  proceeds  a  little  farther 
on  the  Expedition  yet  we  gave  early  &  peremptory  Orders  to  the 
Companies  of  Rangers  to  join  him  as  soon  as  they  were  completed 
to  any  tolerable  Number,  we  also  directed  the  Militia  of  the  adjoin- 
ing Counties  to  give  all  possible  Aid,  as  we  were  resolved  that  should' 
the  Expedition  fail  of  Success  no  Imputation  should  justly  fall  upon 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Our  Prospects  of  rai^ng  these  Men 
were  very  flattering,  the  Success  in  recruiting  for  a  little  Time 
having  equalled  or  rather  exceeded  our  Expectations — but  the  Qr. 
Masters  Department  having  Occasion  for  a  Number  of  Battoemen  & 
offering  £45  %  Mc»th  &  a  Ration  &  a  half  ^  Day  wens.  Terms  so 
superior  to  what  we  had  to  offe^,  that  the  Service  has  languished 
ever  tinoe,  &  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  they  will  ever  be  completed. 
It  is  a  general  Opinion  that  the  Boat  Men  might  have  been  pro- 
cured upon  more  favourable  Terms,  but  as  it  was  a  necessary  Service 
&  well  meant,  we  can  only  wish  better  Information  had  been  had.. 
Every  State  &  Gbuntry^fs*  limited  in  its  Powers,  &  if  its  Resourcesr 
are  drawn  off  in  our  Service  they  cannot  be  had  in  another.  Two 
hundred  are  engaged  in  this  Boat  Service  all  of  this  State,  besides 
which  the  Number  of  Deputies,  Assistants  &  Helpers  amount  to  a 
great  Number — we  would  not  infer  from  this  that  they  are  unneces- 
sary,  but  to  account  for  the  Deficiency  of  these  Companies  which 
otherwise  would  hare  been  very  complete.  *  We  beg  Leave  to  refer 

*  Judge  Boss  was  suceeedsd  \ry  Pninis  Hapldoson,  Bsq.,  appointed  Joly 
16.    Bee  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XIL,  pp.  49»  50,  and  568  of  this. 
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Yonr  ExeeRr  to  llie  inoIoBed  Letter  wfaieh  will  slow  Ibet  no  Orders 
naTe  been  wanting  on  ovr  Part,  ft  tkat  ihete  ie  every  DispoeitieB  in 
the  Officers  under  as  to  ezeonte  as  te  as  they  ean. 

It  is  mnch  to  be  wished  that  instead  of  tronblinff  yonr  Exoell^ 
with  this  cironitous  Mod^  of  Ap{4laalson  OenL  Sallivan  woald 
address  himself  directly  to  n«,  we  have  assured  him  that  we  will 
endeavour  to  sive  him  everv  Aid  &  Assistance  in  our  Power,  &  whea 
it  cannot  be  done  we  shall  at  least  be  able  to  give  him  sufficient 
Eeasons.  We  have  not  had  a  line  from  him  sinee  he  left  Easten, 
&  this  we  knew  from  other  Advices  that  these  Companies  had  not 
joined,  we  had  not  aay  Information  on  the  Subject  from  the  General 
himself. 

We  are  very  sensible,  Sir,  that  this  Expedition  has  received  all 
possible  Aid  from  you,  it  has  also  been  fostered  k  cherished  bv  this 
Dtate,  we  have  drawn  off  our  Waggons  at  £4. 10  "^  Day,  which  will 
not  pay  the  Drivers  &  shoe  the  filorses — we  have  stop'd  a  great 
Number  of  Plows — the  Encouragement  of  100  Dollars  by  Congress 
was  so  small  that  the  State  added  Stores,  Shirts,  Leggins,  BUtnkets 
ft  Arms  amouDting  to  treble  the  Sum.  Our  Orders  ft  Measures 
since  would  shew  your  Exoell^  our  Auziety  on  this  Subject  in  so 
striking  a  View  as  to  exclude  every  Suf^KMition  that  any  Thing  is 
omitted  in  our  Power  to  procure  the  desired  Success.  But  we  cannot 
change  the  Course  of  Things  ft  Order  of  Providence  to  advance 
Genl.  Sullivans  Views  be  they  ever  so  apparently  salutary — and  we 
hope  his  B^collectioo  of  past  Periods  wherein  he  has  seen  you  rise 
superior  to  Disappointments  ft  Deficiencies  far  more  important,  will 
strengthen  his  Mind  to  obviate  those  which  may  occur  to  him. 
With  perfect  Esteem  &  Respect, 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Exoell^*  most  Obed.  ft  very  Hbble. 


W.  C.  Beadford,  P.  M.,  TO  Pees,  Eebd,  1779, 

To  The  Hon***"  the  Supreeme  Executive  Goundl  for  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 

As  the  pay  is  due  to  the  Officers  and  Men  belonging  to  the  State 
Fleet  for  the  Months  of  May  and  June,  pray  that  I  may  receive  an 
order  for  One  thousand  pounds. 

I  am  Gent% 

your  Very  Humb.  Serv., 

W-  C.  BBADFORD> 

P.M.* 
Phnad%  July  14, 1779. 

Directedf 

Xb  The  Hon>^  Supreeme  Bz^euUve  Council,  Prsa. 

*  See  Col.  Eec,  ToL  XII.,  p.  48. 
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PbX8.  BBXB  to  DlLBGAtSS  tN  CONOKBSS,  17T9. 

Ill  CoQDcil, 

Fbilwielphu,  July  15, 1779. 

< 

We  have  perased  ihe  Besolation  of  CoDgress  of  tbe  9JSk  last^ 
tending  to  •  Befonurtioa  of  the  iJF  Meeters  &  GomvlsiMry's 
Departm*  &  shall  moat  chearfnlly  oo-operate  with  that  Hon.  Body 
in  this  neoessary  &  important  Work.  Bnt  we  apprehend  a  farther 
Besolation  will  be  necessary  to  prodnoe  the  desired  Effect  vii.,  a 
Power  to  flail  npon  the  Depaties  for  Lists  of  the  aoTeral  offioers  ft 
Betnms  of  the  Issues  both  of  Provisions  &  Forage ;  ft  in  case  of 
impnted  Delinquency  that  it  be  made  the  duty  of  the  Parties  when 
duly  noticed  to  attend.  If  such  Powers  are  not  given,  we  are  dearly 
of  Opinion  OpposlticQi  ft  peirhaps  Contempt  will  follow  any  Measure 
to  put  the  other  Resolve  in  £xecutiony  for  we  are  sorry  to  say  many 
€f  these  Abmies  are  so  inreterate  by  long  Usage  that  unless  the 
Powers  given  are  ample  ft  eqaal  to  the  Exigency  the  Evils  will  be 
Mnfirm^  Instead  of  being  fedtnsscd. 

We  are  also  of  Opinion  that  the  medical  Departm*  so  far  asrelatea 
to  ita  Stores  ft  SiqipHes  shouM  be  incUided  in  the  Bssolotion. 

We  therefore  desire  you  to  move  in  Congress  foi  soeh  a  suppkh* 
mentary  Besolution  as  soon  as  other  Boeiaeaof  that  hon*  Body  will 
admit;  Complaints  being  every  Day  more  loud  ft  numerous. 

lamOenty 

with  due  Respect 

your  Obed.  H'bb  Serv* 


P&ES.  Bbbd  to  Wh.  HrarRT,  177d. 

In  Cooacil, 

PbUa^,  July  ISth,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  berowitb  transmit  you  a  Besdire  of  Conneil  upon  an  important 
Sabjeot  together  with  such  Papers  as  relate  thereto.  You  will  see 
ihe  Necessity  of  giving  this  bowd  full  Information  ft  also  furnish  it 
with  such  Proofii  as  may  be  necessary  to  explain  the  Transaction  or 
authenticate  the  Claim  yon  have  to  tbe  Flour  ju  Question.  This  the 
Honour  of  the  State  as  well  as  the  Principles  of  Policy  ft  Justice 
twfam  ft  we  doubt  not  you  irill  give  it  immediate  attention*!  Yon 

*  See  page  M2.  f  Bee  Col.  Bee.»  ToL  XII.,  p.  46. 
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will  retara  tlie  Papers,  herewith,  ow  Besire  to  8«Ye  Ti 
indaoed  ns  to  forward  the  originala. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  due  Begard 

your  Obed.  H'bble  Serr* 

JO;  BEED 

To' Wn.  Heiiryj  Eaq.;  Chairman  of  the  Oommitteei  ^. 


PebsI  Reed  to  Fkakcis  Hopkinson,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

■  * 

I  have  the  Pleaaario  of  informifig  joo  that  yoa  are  UBanimondy 
appointed  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  in  Soooewion  to  M'  Robb — Thm 
OonnmiaBion  will  be  made  out  thia  Day,  &  aa  the  Bnaioeae  of  the 
Conxt  requites  immediate  Attentioni  it  is  the  Dmae  of  Council  ihat 
you  will  take  the  Oath  of  Offioe  tomorrow  Morning  in  the  OouaoU 

Wishiug  you  Happineea  &  Suooesa  on  thia  as  well  aa  on  every 
other  Oecaaioni 

I  remun  Sir, 

your  most  Obed.  ft 

very  H'bM  Serv«* 

Directed^ 

To  Francis  Hopkinson,  Esq*". 


«s. 


Pbbi3.  Rbbd  to  Mb.  Holk^,  1779. 

Tn  Council,  Phihda.,  July  16th,  1779. 
To  the  Honble.  Mr.  Holker. 
Sir, 

The  Hon*  the  Congress  ai  the  United  States  having  referf^d  to 
this  Board  a  Complaint  made  by  you  respecting  a  Quantity  of  flour 
pufchased  by  one  Rumford  at  Wiiminglon,  The  Council  proceeded 
lo  the  Consideration  thereof,  but  being  informed  that  the  Minister 
of  France  had  also  made  some  Bepresentation  thereupon  to  Congress, 
we  waited  a  few  Days,  that  in  Case  of  any  Befsrence  to  this  Board 
we  might  have  the  Subject  fully  before  us,  &  take  the  whole  iptft 

.    *  Bee  OoU  Bee.,  VoL  Xlf.,  p.  49,  and  page  654;  U  4lUs«, 
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•Oonsidaratian  at  the  same  Time.  But  having  reecired  nothiiig 
farther,  we  would  not  any  longer  delay  prooaeding  thereapon.  Yoh 
will  observe  Sir,  by  the  enoloaed  Reflolkre  that  we  hairo  called  upon 
the  Persons  eompkuned  of  to  render  an  Aoconnt  of  their  Proceeding 
in  tfaie,  matter  ft  their  Reasons  therefor,  which  the  Principles  of 
Justice  ft  Reaaon  of  the  Case  required  before  we  could  coiiie  to  kify 
Determination.  And  which  was  the  more  necessary  as  nothing 
^jjipeated  in  th^  Pafjur  tnttamiftted  to  ua  whsch-gave  any  Information 
in  this  Point. 

As  this  Complaint  has  come  to  us  through  the  Medium  of 
Congress,  it  might  perhaps  have  been  more  proper  &  regular  to  have 
address'd  you  through  the  same  Medium — but  as  more  Time  has 
elapsed  than  we  intended,  we  would  not  add  to  the  Delay  by  sub- 
jecting the  lafonoation  it  tiie  necessary  FonoalitiaB  of  the  Hon. 
House. 

I  BOW  l^g  Leavo  to  aaanro  yon  of  our  sincere  Intentions  to  give 
you  that  Satisfaction  on  this*  as  well  aa  on  all  other  Occasions  which 
the  Justice  &  Propriety  of  the  Case  biay  at  all  Times  demand^  and 
also  of  the  personal  Respect  with  which 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  obed. 

&  very  Hbbl.  Serv*.* 


Coif  Jacob  Moboan,  Jr.,  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

Reading,  I7th  July^  1779. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  this  day  received  your  favor  of  the  10^^  InsS  and  shall  imme« 
Jiately  aet  aeoot  to  exeoate  your  ordera  contained  ia  it,  although  I 
fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  accomplish  it  in  any  reasonable  time,  as 
chief  part  of  the  old  Wheat  ia  sold  and  engaged  for  the  Public,  and 
the  Farmers  in  general  do  not  begin  to  Thrash  out  their  new  Grain 
nntill  they  have  done  aowiog,  which  will  not  be  untill  sometime 
in  October ;  but  that  consideration  shall  not  in  the  leabt  discourago 
me  from  seting  about  to  collect  as  much  as  possible ;  shall  inform 
Mir.  Turnbull  of  my  success  in  business  occasionally. 

I  look  on  your  appointment  as  a  Honour, — shall  not  expect  mora 
^r  transacting  the  Bosineas  than  you  give  others;  should  bo  glad 
aft  all  times'  to  reader  every  Service  that  lies  in  my  Power  to  the 
aaosft  HoB^**  part  of  the  Community,  which  I  look  on  the  brave  men 
who  are  fighting  for  ns  to  be  at  the  low  wages  they  receive.  Your 
appointment  will  not  in  the  leaat  interfere  in  my  Quarter  Master's 
Ofiice;.  my  aasistanta  can  without  the  leaat  ineonvenience  be  of 
Service  in  oollecting  it.  I  shall  be  clad  you  will  be  pleased  to 
inform  me  whether  1  shall  give  the  Ailadelphia  Market  price  at 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  47,  66,  68. 
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ihe  Mffls;  I  fear  I  dbaU  not  be  aUe  to  get  it  under,  ae  Ike  Pn^ 
chaeeixig  Gominiflflarj  giyes  that 

With  xeepeot  I  liave  the  Honour  to  be 

Yoor  moet  Ob*  Humble  Servaaiy 

JACOB  MOBOAN, it* 
JHreeUdf 

PttbUo  Serviee. 

Bzeelknoy  Joseph  Bieedi  Beq',  PMd^  Stele  of  Penneyln4ii% 
Philadelphia. 
niYOr'd  IP  Ool.  Negle. 


Thos.  Bbabvobd,  0.  p.,  TO  Pbbs.  Bb»,  1T79. 

Fhilada.,  July  17di,  1779. 
May  it  please  your  EzceQeucy, 

Beiug  in  want  of  two  (M^oem  and  twenty  or  thirty  men  as  a 

fuard  to  go  with  some  prisoners  of  war  to  JSIizabeth  Town,  and 
nding  the  garrison  of  this  City  too  weak  to  furnish  them,  I  am 
indnoed  to  request  OouncU  to  furnish  me  with  a  party  of  miUtia 
for  the  aboTO  purpose,  to  be  Toady  on  Thursday  next.f 

1  remain  your  Ezoellenoy's 

^         Obedient  Humble  SerTant, 

TH08.  BRADFORD, 

Com'  of  Prie-. 

His  Exoellency  Joseph  Bead,  Esq%  In  Council;  Present* 
Indorsed^ 
Rec*  19«^  k  read  in  Council.— Oonsid^  lefened  to  the  next  Daj. 


Mb.  Holebr,  F.  0.,  to  Pubs.  Bbbb,  1779. 

PhUadelphia,  y  17**  July,  1779, 
Sir, 

I  was  honoured  Last  evening  with  your  letter  dated  in  Covneil  y* 
16^^  July,|  relative  to  a  quantity  of  Flour  purehaeed  by  M'  Bumfoid 
of  Wilmington,  in  Consequence  of  my  direotions,  for  the  nae  of  his 
Majesty's  Squadron,  Commanded  by  his  Excellency  vice  admiral 
Count  d'Eetaing.  I  beg  leave  to  present  you  my  thanks  for  your 
attention  in  informing  me  that  your  Bxeellency  ft  Council  have 


♦  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  68. 

*  See  Col.  Roc., 
See  page  668. 


+  See  Col.  R«c.,  Vol.  XIL,  pp.  58,  56. 
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been  pleased  to  take  aome  meaawea  in  order  to  aoqoire  a  aoffioleni 
knowledge  of  this  matter. 

Permit  me  Sir,  to  add  that  I  preanme  it  is  of  very  great  impor- 
tance your  information  on  this  Sabject  shonld  oe  reported  to 
Congress  with  all  possible  speedy  so  as  the  necessary  steps  may  bo 
adopted  to  ensure  to  bis  Majesty's  fleet  those  supplies  which  may 
be  expected  from  these  states.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  of  your 
sincere  intention  to  give  me  satisfaction  on  all  occasions ;  therefore 
with  entire  Confidence  in  your  sense  of  Justice  ft  propriety,  I  have 
the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  most  respectfully* 

Your  ExeeUency's  most  obedient 

&  very  humble  Servant, 

HOLKER. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  EsquirCi  President  of  the  State. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Pbbs.  Bssd,  1779. 
Sir, 

Three  deserters  from  the  88th,  2  grenadiers  ft  1  light  Infantry 
man  are  just  arrived,  they  left  the  enemy  the  8th  about  12  miles 
from  New  haven.  The  party  they  belonged  to  went  by  land  from 
Kingsbridge  under  the  uommand  of  Geo.  Yauehan  their  principal 
bnsiness  was  to  collect  finmge  of  which  they  got  l>ut  little  ft  not  one 
beasty  all  the  stock  having  been  driven  off. 

€h)vemor  Tryon  Commanded  the  party  that  went  by  water,  but 
Gen.  Yan^kan'^  bad  the  nominal  Command  of  the  whole  though 
General  Clinton  went  on  the  expedition.  The  morning  they  came  off 
Tryon  burned  Fairfield  then  embarked,  his  party  consisted  of  4  Regi- 
ments from  Rhode  Island  and  two  from  Phillips's  manor,  when  at 
Horse-neck  these  men  heard  Tryon  had  given  the  Inhabitants  of 
New  haven  two  hours  to  remove  their  best  effects  and  then  gave  up 
the  Town  to  plunder. 

Desertion  verv  Considerable  particularly  amons  the  grenadiers  on 
account  of  the  ill  treatment  they  receive  from  Col.  York,  their  Com* 
mander.    A  general  dissatis&etion  prevails  in  the  army  for  want  of 
pay.    Two  deserters  from  the  grenadiers  were  overtaken  and  hung. 
I  am  with  respect, 

Your  Excellencys 

most  obedient  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLAi  P.  M. 

July  18th,  1779. 

Directed^ 
To  His  BxceUeney  Joseph  Reed,  Pieaident  of  this  Sute. 


•  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XH,  pp.  43,  64,  66,  69,  CO. 
t  See  Vol.  v.,  p.  688. 
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Capt.  Daniel  Joy  to  Pres.  Rsbb,  1779. 

A  return  of  all  the  State  &  ContinenUal  Cannon  here,  Hadd  IsIaDd 

&  Billingsport. 


RUanor 
tbtOiBBon 
InPoands. 

MM*  gum  at  Phllada. 

8taM  goni  t,   1        UoaUiieiitlaf  gnaa  st 

Fit  for    witli  MM 

SerrlOB.    Tri&niiion 

VttlKmt 

Uadd 
UUail 

VDlfng*- 

1    pw* 

PbiUd*^ 

Modd 
Idiad 

BI111ii«»- 

Mounted 

82 

1 

24 

1 

1 

2 

18 

2 

6 

1 

15 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Not 

Monnted 

18 

8 

6 

6 

1 

12 

4 

4 

2 

Sir, 


Philada.,  July  19Ui,  1779. 


I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  war  to  deliver  yon  a  retnm  of  the 
State  and  Oontinential  cannon  thai  will  be  left  for  the  defence  of  thla 
City  &o»y  and  to  acqoainft  yon  that  the  Oontinential  Artifioen  will  be 
constantly  engaged  for  a  oonsideiable  time  in  making  a  number  of 
carriages  that  is  to  be  forwarded  after  cannon  that  is  to  be  immedi- 
atly  sent  of  to  head  Qoarters;  That  yon  may  know  how  to  proceed 
in  future  with  respect  to  getting  gun  carriages  made  AoT. 
I  am  with  mneh 

Esteem^  your 

Hble  SenrV 

DANIEL  JOT. 
Dtrectedf 
To  his  Excel'  Joseph  Reedi  Esq. 


GoL.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Pbbs.  Bsbd,  1779* 

8', 
A  German  deserter  has  just  left  me,  he  belonged  to  a  corps  of 

Huzars  commanded  by  Gol.  Deamer,  a  german  never  having  heard 

of  such  a  corps  amongst  the  English  I  made  some  enquiries  about  it 

&  received  the  following  information. 

It  is  about  six  months  since  it  was  formed  at  New  York  ft  conasts 

of  80  men,  28  of  which  had  belonged  to  Gen.  Borgoins  army  ft 

when  prisoners  escaped  ft  got  into  New  York,  9  or  10  where  inhabi- 
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taiits  iA  New  York  or  its  nmgfaboiliood,  tnto  of  tb«  ttune  of  Soweaii 

PhiladelphiaiiSy  the  rest  had  come  from  finrope  on  Tarious  ommioiib. 

TUb  corps  liM  at  Philberto  house,  20  miles  from  New  York  &  had 

Sashed  a  paitj  of  16  men  toaboui  four  miles  from  Hocseneok,  when 
e,  with  two  others  d^erted  but  was  the  only  one  that  escaped  by 
the  goodness  of  his  horse^  sajs  he  deserted  last  tnesdaj  wai^  a  week, 
ft  was  in  Newhaven  when  the  akrm  was  given  on  the  appearance  of 
the  English. 

I  am  with  respect 

Yonr  Excellencies 

mos|  obed^  Serv% 

LEWIS:  NICOLA,  T.M- 
Jnly  19th,  1779- 

Directed^ 
To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  Stale. 


Gap.  Josbph  Eewtk,  xo  Pbes.  £bju>,  1779. 

Hannastown,  Jnly  20^,  1779. 
Hay  it  please  your  Baoelleacy, 

In  obedience  to  the  Orders  of  Council  with  infinite  pain  and  diffi* 
oolty  I  have  inlisted  forty  five  Men  for  the  service  of  our  frontiers 
and  have  them  now  at  the  place  of  their  destination  and  endeavour- 
ing to  be  serviceable  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants. 

As  an  Officer  in*  the  Service  of  our  Sti^te  I  shonld  be  guilty  of 
the  highest  neglect  was  I  not  to  inform  Council  of  the  haidships  I 
have  enconnteml  and  I  fear  without  the  Assistance  of  Council  it 
win  be  no  hard  task  to  tell  what  my  poor  men  are  yet  to  sufier. 
'  Destitute  of  the  resourses  of  the  public  stores  I  have  now  these 
men  on  your  frontiers  totally  destitute  of  Blankets  Shoes  and  every 
neoessaiy  Cloathiog— Ouns  we  have  but  those  we  have  are  the 
refuge  of  the  Military  Store  at  fort  Pitt  and  to  sum  up  the  whole 
We  are  nearly  destitute  of  every  Necessary. 

I  apprehended  it  to  be  a  duty  incumbent  off  me  to  make  a  repre* 
sentation  to  Council  and  petition  them  to  afford  me  Assistance. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  communicate  but  to  assure  your  Excel- 
lency, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  Obedient 

humble  Servuit 

JO*.  ERWIN,  Gap*. 

P.  S.  I  h|Ml  forgot  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  my  Subaltern 
Officers  who  were  first  pointed  out  for.  the  preseat  Service,  have 
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dedioed  thdr  Appinntmeuti  ad  tgieeaUa  to  yiiiir  foilDer  direntiopi 
to  Ool*  Loehiy  n  j  Offioen  an  al  Mm  tise  Ji>hn  Jameson  1*^  IiMi» 
aad  Hennr  Araulnmg  2*  Lieat.  aad  I  sball  ba  graally  obligad  if 
CoooGil  will  aead  the  Gommiiiaiona  bj  tba  fiiai  opportanifcj.'^ 

Direetedp 
Hia  Ezoellenoj  Josepb  Eeed  Ea^'. 


CoL«  A«  IiOCH&T  TO  PAesidbitc  Bebd,  1779. 

Hannaa  Town,  Jnly  20%  1779. 
Hay  it  plaaae  your  Bienllanoyi 

I  waa  bonored  with  yonr  Bzoelleneya  latter  of  the  21'*  Harj*  laai, 
and  am  tforry  to  find  the  Goandii  did  not  nnderatand  the  meaning  of 
the  frontier  Inhabitants  of  this  Connty  being  pnt  nnder  pay  and 
rations  ;*-It  aoYor  waa  intended  Ae  wbole  Gonnfy  should  be  pnt  nn« 
der  pay,  but  only  snob  aa  were  cloeely  confined  in  Garrisons,  having 
no  opportonity  of  getting  their  Subsistence,  and  being  ao  reduced-  by 
the  distresses  of  the  war  aa  not  to  be, able  to  trtaiaport  theaMelvea  to 
some  place  of  Safety ;  these  pec^e  having  lost  all  their  Subatanoe  it 
waa  generally  thought  they  might  be  inonlged  with  that  priviledga. 

CoT<*  Brodheads  plana  I  hope  nnder  God  will  be  sucoessful  as  he  ia 
doing  every  thing  m  his  power  for  our  common  defence. 

The  applioatien  I  made  for  Arms  I  oonfesa  waa  not  proper  but 
^  Neoessity  in  aome  caaea  haa  no  Law,''  I  received  £1,000  for  the 

rirpose  ox  purchasing  Arma  for  the  County  aa  the  law  directs,  and 
flatter  myself  that  sum  haa  been  laid  out  for  the  purpoae  it  waa 
intendadi  with  the  Greatest  Oeoonomyi  and  I  trust  to  the  bwt  advan- 
tage. 

I  have  neyer  received  aa  much  Cash  in  the  County  aa  would  pay 
the  Public  Debts  I  waa  directed  to  discharge ;  nor  Iwve  I  ever  been 
able  to  procure  the  Arms  for  the  County  the  Law  directed ;  all  the 
Arms  we  had  have  been  constantly  in  actual  Service,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  inform  your  Excellenoy  that  by  Militia  Deaerters  and  Emigranta 
when  we  lost  a  stand  of  arma  we  loat  the  man.  What  few  arms  we 
have  still  left  are  ao  out  of  repair  that  they  are  almost  useless^  and 
it  is  out  of  my  power  to  get  them  repaired  in  this  quarter. 

It  gives  me  no  small  uneasiness  to  hear  of  the  Degeneracy  of  the 
York  County  Militia,  but  by  this  time  I  hope  they  have  retamed  to 
that  duty  they  owe  to  themselves,  to  the  State,  and  to  Posterity. 

{  cannot  b^p  ezpreasing  my  Gratitude  to  his  Excellency  General 

a  Bee  Col.  Bee.»  Tol.  XII.,  p.  78,  rec  Aag.  14. 
t  Asa  page  4ao. 
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Wuhiogton  for  the  Concern  he  ezpreeaei  for  oar  frontierf ;  and  to 
Coancil  for  the  active  part  thej  have  taken  in  their  favor. 

The  two  Gompaoies  raised  bv  Genl.  M'lntoeh's  orders  are  nearly 
eompleated  and  are  now  at  the  Kittanning  or  scenting  in  that  neigh- 
bonrhood,  bnt  I  am  sorry  to  inform  yon  their  times  will  shortly 
expire,  so  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  Coandl  to  give  dtreetions 
ooncerning  them. 

Yoor  fijMellenoy  informs  me  yon  have  sent  20,000  Dollars  for 
the  pnblio  service  bnt  I  only  received  10,000  Col"  Davis  having 
appropriated  the  other  10,000  for  the  use  of  Capt  Erwins  Qompany; 
the  sum  I  received  shall  he  carefully  paidi  and  an  Account  of  the 
Expenditure  transnpitted  to  Council  as  soon  as  possible — and  I  could 
wish  the  Directions  of  Council  relative  to  the  destinationg  of  such 
troops  as  may  be  sent  out  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  As  Capt. 
Erwins  Company  arrived  here  some  time  ago  and  said  he  was  to 
take  directions  from.  me. 

I  am  certain,  and  I  trust  every  Individual  on  our  firontiers  are 
fully  convinced  of  the  good  Intentions  of  Council  to  us.  We  well 
know  we  are  not  the  only  people  in  these  States  involved  in  Calam- 
ity  and  distress ;  but  I  hope  thro'  the  divine  providence  and  our 
oommon  efibrts  we  may  soon  obtain  the  blessingi  of  Peace,  Liberty, 
and  Independence. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  Col*  Matlaek  to  send  me  some  tavern 
Licenses  and  other  necessary  blanks,  as  I  have  none  signed  by  your 
Excellency ;  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  settle  ny  Aceeunts  by  the 
next  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  Ezcellencys 

most  obediant  ft 

« 

most  nomble  Mrrtnt, 
A.  LOCHRY,  0.  L.* 

P.  S.  I  had  forgot  to  inform  your  Exeelleney  that  Oapt  Btwids 
Subalterns  have  declined  that  service  and  in  obedience  to  your  direo* 
tions  I  have  nominated  John  Jameson  his  1**  Lieul.  and  Henry 
Armstrong  2^  Lieut,  in  that  Company  I  have  further  to  inform  your 
Excellency  that  Capt.  Jacks  Ensign  has  resigned  and  I  have  nomi- 
nated John  Cooper  to  that  Vacancy. 

I  remain  as  before, 

A.  LOCHRY,  C.  L. 

"  Directed , 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supream  Executive  Council 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  Read  in  Council  Aug.  14,  see  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  78. 
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Prbs,  Reed  to  Capt.  Nathan  Boys,  1779, 

Sir, 

'  Od.  Ball  has  represented  io  na,  tlwt  he  now  has  got  some  of  th0 
Chevauz  de  frisse  ready  for  sinking,  but  will  require  both  Advice  ft 
Assistance  in  doing  it.  I  have-no  Doubt  that  you  ft  the  other  Gen- 
tlemen Officers  will  give  him  both,  ft  request  you  so  to  do.  OoL 
Bull  will  make  such  additional  Allowance  to  the  Men  as  tnay  be  an 
Encouragement ;  ft  after  the  Uberal  ^EVeatment  they  hate  had  front 
the  State,  we  presume  they  wiH  ohearfiilly  labo«r  in  a  Senriee  cXf  ao 
much  Importance  to  the  Oity. 

I  amj  Sir,  Tour 

Obed.  ft  yeryHubl.  Ser.| 

JOS.  BBED;  FtmiU 

To  Capt  Boys. 
Philada.,  July  20, 1779- 


Prbs.  Bbed  to  Maj.  Geo.  HxbvTi  1779. 

In  Ooundly 

Philad%  July  20%  1779. 

Sir, 

U '  M^Clanachan  having  applied  for  some  of  the  disabled  Guna 
belonging  to  the  State  for  JBallast — ^You  may  accommodate  him 
therewith,  he  paying  therefor* ;  about  Ten  Tons  is  the  Quantity 
aak'd.  The  Price  is  referd  to  your  Judgm',  at  the  same  Time 
informing  you  for  your  Qovemm',  that  if  delivered  at  Chester,  the 
Ironmasters  will  give  you  one  Ton  of  Bar  Iron  for  4  Tons  of  the  old 
Metal. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  obed., 

ft  very  Hbbl.  Serv., 

J.  B.|  president. 


*  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  54. 
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Prks.  Rbed  to  Caft.  Lahq/1779. 

Sir, 

I'duly  received  yours  of  the  7*^  iDst.,*  reciting  the  Copies  of  the 
Orders  left  by  Capt.  M'Ginleyy  &  mentioning  that  a  Vessel,  outward 
bound,  had  called  upon  you,  &  requesting  more  explicit  Directions 
touching  outward  bound  Vessels. — I  do  not  know  the  Reasons  of 
this  Captain's  Conduct,  or  her  Owner's  Orders,  it  being  my  Intentions 
that  Vessels  should  pass  with  as  little  Molestation  as  possible. — You 
will  therefore  take  the  follow*  as  the  Line  of  Duty  to  be  observed  at 
Mud  Island : — All  Vessels,  both  great  &  small,  outward  bound,  to 

E\BB  without  Molestation — all  Sea  Vessels  who  have  not  toucb'd  at 
illingsport  are  be  stopped  by  you ;  but  if  they  liave  been  examined 
there  it  will  not  be  necessary. — You  are  to  be  as  careful  as  possiblo 
of  Ammunition,  avoiding  all  unnecessary  Firing. — Captain  Brown's 
Directions  appear  to  me  very  judicious  &  proper. — You  will  also 
send  me,  once  a  Month,  a-  Return  of  the  Stores,  &c.,  &  give  me 
Information  of  all  extraordinary  Occurrences. 

Wishing  you,  ft  all  the  Gentlemen  with  youj  both  Officers  ft  Pri- 
vates, Hefdth  &  an  agreeable  Tour  of  Duty, 

I  remain.  Sir,  your  most 

Obed.  ft  very  Hbbl.  ServS 

J.  R. 
To  Capt  Lang — Command.  Offioof  at  Mud  Island. 


Col;  Marstbllbb  to  Prebidbkt  Bbed,  1779. 

Lebanon,  21  July,  1779. 

Sir, 
Your  Excellency's  Favar  of  the  10^  Instantf  requesting  me  to 

Erocure  600  Rarrells  of  Fk>ur  in  the  County  of  Lancaster  oame  to 
and  yesterday  and  as  other  Business  required  my  sending  Express 
to  Philadelphm,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  your  ExoeUency  the 
earliest  Information  of  my  willingness  to  procure  the  same  and  make 
no  doubt  but  in  a  reasonable  time  shall  have  that  number  oompleat, 
MB  I  have  DOW  upwards  of  2000  Bushels  of  good  Wheat  purchased 
(which  I  intended  for  the  Comfnissary's  Departm'  keeping  the  Offall 
m  Horse  food)  but  as  I  have  not  engaged  it  to  any  Jrerson,  nor 
drawn  or  Recdved  Money  from  any  Person  on  Account  thereof  I 
intend  now  to  keep  it,  towards  making;  up  the  Flour  demanded. 
The  Wheat  I  have  on  hand  I  purchased  at  differetit  Prices  vis.,  £9 
£S  10.  £8.  £1  10.  ft  hope  to  procure  the  remainder  for  £7  ^ 

*  See  page  687-8.  t  See  page  648. 
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Bushell,  wbioh  will  reduce  Flonr  to  £20  ^  dent  ft  Hnder,  tfker 
keeping  the  Off«U  for  Poblio  Horw  food  at  the  Piriee  I  gladly  pay 
to  other  Persons.  It  is  true  a  Comittee  of  Lanoftster  TownsmeB 
have  regulated  the  prioes  of  some  few  ArtioleSi  among  othen  Wheat 
at  £&.  £  Flour  at  £15.  but  all  Pablio  pacehasers  with  my  self  foand 
it  an  impossibility  to  procure  the  necessary  supplies,  at  the  leguhited 
prices.  Therefore  were  obliged  to  Deviate  from  their  rulci  or  starve 
the  army.  We  made  a  Rule  among  ourselves  to  lower  the  Prices 
of  Wheat  and  Rye  10^.  ^  Bush^  weekly  &  inferior  Grain  in  propor- 
tion, which  had  the  desired  Effect  as  it  reduced  the  prices  of  Wheat 
&  Bye  from  £10  to  £7  10  ^  Bush^  You  may  rest  assured  sir 
that  I  shall  do  my  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  the  Flour  demanded 
upon  as  good  Terms  as  possibly  may  be.  Tendering  you  a  Just  and 
true  Account  with  sufficient  Vouchers  for  all  expenditures  thereon  i 
flatter  myself  that  my  Conduct  in  thb  affisiir  will  oonvinoe  your 
Excellency,  that  I  do  not  mean  to  be  a  mere  Agent  upon  mercenary 
Principals,  but  froin  a  desire  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  serve  mj 
Bleeding  &  distress'd  Country. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  send  me  by  the  Bearer  hereof  M'  Glon- 
inger  (my  Assistant)  Twenty  thousand  Pounds  to  enable  me  to 
prosecute  this  Business  expeditiously,  for  I  wish'  to  purchase  an 
much  old  Wheat  as  possible,  it  being  much  superior  to  the  new,  by 
reason  of  the  heavy  milldews. 

I  am  Your  Excellency's 
most  Obedient  ft 

lery  faumUe  Servant, 

PHILIP  MARSTELLER.* 

P.  S.  If  the  advance  monies  for  the  two  militia  Companies  is  not 
yet  sent,  the  Bearer  may  bring  it. 

Directed^ 

Public  Service. 

His  Excellenoy  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  Philad*. 


Extract  of  a  Lbttbr  pkom  Major  Oekbra^  Sullivan  to 

CoNdBBSS,  1779. 

Dated  Head  quarters,  Wyoming,  ^uly  21«*,  1779. 

''Qeneral  Washington  in  conaequenee  of  mv  letten  wro&e  thd 
executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  for  Rangers  k  Rifle-men.  They 
engaged  seven  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  Presideat  fiieqaeatl; 
wrote  me  that  they  would  be  ready  in  season;  not  a  man  of  then 
has  joined  us,  nor  are  any  about  to  do  i^  the  reason  aeaigaed  by 

*  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  67. 
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ihem^  ii  tbtt  die  fmrter  mMlar  giT«  sook  extnmguii  prioM  to 
bofttuiMii^that  ibey  all  ealMted  isto  tke  boat  aerfioe— hit  tiiia  ia 
cvidenilja  viietake  for  we  bate  not  a  hsndied  boatmen  engaipad  for 
ihe  am jy  and  but  fortv  two  paok  hofaenen.  00  that  I  anat  dfangkt 
for  boatmen  and  paek.bonenian/' 

JXreoied, 
Preaident  and  Coundl  of  Pennejlvania. 


pREB.  Bbkd  to  Col.  Brodhbai),  1779. 

S'Sir^ 

Yonr  aer^eiml  S^ironrs  of  the  6**,  fi2«  of  May  &  24«  Jone,  with  the 
Inoloaafes,  have  been  dvly  reoeived-^And  it  givee  na  great  Satisfme- 
tion  to  find  Appearaneea  &  Prespeeta  are  so  fiiTOnrable ;  it  redounda 
«ineh  to  the  Hmoot  of  yonr  GMUMnd,  k  I  have  the  Pleaanre  to 
aaanre  yon  all  onr  Advieea  from  the  back  Conntry  oorreapond  with 
ytmn, — ^Aa  to  Fort  Lanrenai  it  has  been  eaved  more  by  a  Miraele 
than  any  Thing  else ;  and  the'  it  may  bo  kept  up  aa  a  atepping 
Stone  to  Detreiti  I  oan  aee  no  other  BenefCs  to  be  derived  from  if. 
Oen.  Waahington  waa  apprehenalTe  that  the  evacnation  of  it  thia 
Spring  wonld  have  given  great  Eneonragement  to  the  Savages  abent 
IlietroSty  whieh  waa  hia  Beaaon  for  hol£ag  it— not  any  Opinion  of 
the  inkinaiok  Worth  of  the  Poat. 

We  have,  agreeable  to  yonr  DeairO;  represented  to  the  People  of 
WeatmordMid  the  Neeeeaity  of  giving  yon  all  the  Assistance  in  their 
Power  I  A  as  it  IB  their  Interest,  we  hope  they  will  not  neglect  it; 
in  the  mean  Time  we  wonld  wiah  yon  to  treat  them  with  all  possible 
Tendemeas;  when  they  see  yon  laboring  for  their  Safety  &  WeliSure^ 
they  cannot  bnt  exert  themselves  to  make  yonr  Command  easy  aa 
far  aa  dependa  npon  them.-^I  wiah  it  were  in  onr  Power  to  furnish 
yon  with  a  few  Indian  Goods,  bnt  there  are  two  very  atrong  Beaaona 
why  we  cannot  anpply  yon'->-The  first,  that  they  are  not  to  be  pn^ 
enred^  A  the  ether,  that  I  donbt  whether  the  People  in  the  Baek 
Oonntiea  wonld  anlbr  them  to  prooeed^  ao  violent  are  the  Prejndioea 
against  the  Indiana^  It  has  been  with  great  Difflcnlty  that  we  got 
the  Indians  baolf  that  came  down  lately;  there  were  several  Parties 
^ade  up  to  destroy  them  on  their  Return,  which  were  disappointed 
by  the  Indians  taking  an  nnezpected  k  circuitous  Route. 

We  have  sounded  Congress  k  the  Gkneral  about  giving  a  Reward 
for  Scalps',  bnt  there  is  so  evident  a  Reluctance  on  the  Subject,  &  an 
Apprehension  that  it  may  be  improved  by  our  Enemies  to  a  national 
Reproach,  that  at  present  we  cannot  venture  to  make  any  authoritative 

•  8eepaga466. 
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•Oflbra ;  b«l  UF  iro  liaye  great  OonMenod  in  your  JiAgmen^  k  Db- 
oretioQ,  miiat  leave  it  to  yoit  to  ael  ifaOTeia  aa  thej  8baTl'd|Vdot 

The  Qxatatiide  of  the  Offioen  of  Foaiu^lyttDia  for  the  generoos 
^Sapptiea  afiuded  bj  the  State,  does  theaiselTea  k  the  State  giert 
Honour. — It  ie  our  Misfortune  that  aooafined  Tmde  ft  horrid  Spirit 
of  Gain  which  has  pervaded  so  many  Ranks  of  Peoploi  haa  (jfjoea'dy 
in  a  Degree,  our  farther  Views ;  but  we  hope  still  to  surmount  them  k 
make  Pennsylv.  a  Pattern  fbr  other  States. — We  directed  Gol.  Bayard 
to  take  up  iJsts  of  the  Prices  affixed  to  the  several  Articles  of  Supply, 
leaving  the  Mode  of  Biatributioa,  &o.|  to  yourself.  I  am  sorry  to  find 
by  your  last  Letter  that  you  did  not  receive  the  Liquor  in  the  same 
good  Condition  as  it  was  sent — ^Xbese  aro  Accidents  that  I  foresee 
are  unavoidable! 

With  Respect  to  the  State  Bounty,  whenever  you  forward  the 
proper  Certificates  &  Attestations  of  the  Men  who  reinlist,  we  shall 
-readily  give  Orders  for  the  Payment }  but  I  iq^piefaend  thai  it  will 
j)ot  be  expected  that  the  Tecruitiog  Money  to  the  Officer  will  be 
demanded,  as  in  Case  of  a  new  Recruit  the  Nature  &  Tnmble  of  the 
Inlistment  being  so  different^  though  doubdesa  there  will  be  some 
Allowance  over  in  this  Case. 

I  am  happy  to  find  you  think  the  Internal  Disputes  are  ill  timed ; 
they  certainly  are  so  in  every  Respect,  &  have  given  the  Sqemy 
.more  Encouragement  to  continue  Uie  War  than  any  otiie^— -let 
any  one-  tead  Johnston's  Speeches  (who  now  has  mnoh  te  sigr  in 
England)  &  other  Aoo^,  &  he  will  find  that  the  Measores  now  taken 
are  chiefly  founded  on  tbie  jDifsensiona  among  onrsdves  &  the  great 
Number  of  their  supposed  Adherents. — ^You  are  sttrpriaed  that  the 
Tories  should  have  an  Existenoe  among  us,  but  you  would  not  he  so 
if  you  knew  how  much  they  are  cherish'd  &  countenanoed  by  many 
£Ood  Whigs,  even  by  some  who  have  risked  their  laves  on  the 
field.  The  Time,  I  hope,  will  come  when  there  will  be  but  one 
Sentiment  respecting  these  Wretches. — ^With  Reapaet  to  SupplieSi 
we  have  just  now  purchased  115  Pieces  of  Linnen,  which  are  in  Hand 
— &  50  Hhhds.  of  the  most  excellent  Jamaica  Rum  were  brought 
into  a  Port,  equal  jto  any  common  Spirit.  We  axe  also  upon  a  Plan 
of  Exportation  of  Flour,  the  Returns  to  be  in  Cloth,  &cu,  for  the 
Army.  All  other  Modes  being  found  ineflbctual.-^!  believe  Broad 
Cloth  is  now  at  £60  f[  Y«  at  least,  &  not  50  Yds.  of  blue  to  be  got 
for  that  in  the  whole  City.  Trimmings  none.  You  may  rest  assured 
that  you  will  not  be  passed  or  neglected.  In  the  Fall  I  would  have 
you  send  down  some  prudent,  discreet  Officer  to  take  the  Care  & 
Direction  of  these  Things  for.  the  Benefit  of  the  Troops  with  you. 
-*-You  say  you  dread  a  dishonourable  Peace,  &  will  bleed  freely  to 
prevent  it — ^it  is  a  sentiment  worthy  an  American  Officer.  I  hope 
they  will  all  think  with  you,  nor  suffer  their  honest  Minds  to  be 
warp'd  with  Party. 

But  Peace,  I  believe,  is  the  last  Object  in  the  Contemplation  of 
the  British  Ministry ;  the  inclosed  Papers  will  shew  you  what  horrid 
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Devafltations  they  are  making  in  New  EnglaDd,  which  we  are  informed 
is  only  a  Beginning  of  the  System  actnaJly  formed  in  the  Cabinet  of 
Great  Britain,  &  the  Bxecation  of  which  even  BriUab  Offieen  axe 
ashamed  of. 

The  Papers  will  give  yon  all  the  News  from  Carolina,  nothing 
having  come  from  thenoe  which  is  not  inserted.  On  the  North 
Sirer,  where  all  Expectations  of  any  Thing  more  than  a  Sleepy 
Campaign  had  snbsided,  GenL  Wayne  made  the  noble  stroke  mentf* 
in  the  inclosed.  It  has  done  him  great  Hononr  &  redoanded  not  a 
little  to  that  of  the  State  whose  Officers  have  had  so  great  a 
Share  in  it  Qen.  Sullivan's  expedition  stands  still.  Beasons  are 
assigned  that  Provisions  are  scarce  &  difficulty  however  we  hope  soon 
to  hear  it  is  in  forwardness.  He  has  a  respectable  Force,  at  leasty 
3500  Men,  but  does  not  think  these  sufficient.  It  grieves  me  to 
find  the  People  of  Westmorehuid  backward  in  giving  you  what 
Assistance  they  can,  you  may  depend  upon  them  having  every 
Stimulus  from  us  to  support  &  assist  you. 

If  your  Son  writes  you,  as  I  suppose  he  does,  he  will  remove  every 
Impression  from  your  Mind  that  he  has  been  overlooked  or  neglected 
by  OS.  I  considered  the  captive  Officers  as  entitled  to  every  mark 
of  Bespect  &  Attention,  to  a  Re-cntrance  into  the  Army  in  the  same 
Bank  as  if  they  had  never  been  captured.  I  drew  the  Resolves  of 
Congress  of  the  24  November,  got  them  passed  &  while  I  remained 
on  the  Committee  of  Arrangement  introduced  a  Number  of  them  k 
assure  you  delivered  tha  List  of  Officers  to  be  provided  for,  to  the 
Board  of  War,  among  whom  was  your  Son.  This  List  went  to 
Camp,  when  a  Board  of  Officers  was  appointed,  who  finished  tho 
Arrangement,  precluded  every  officer  not  then  actually  introduced, 
&  attempted  to  dislodge  those  who  had.  In  Consequence,  Commis- 
sions were  immediately  obtained  &  a  Besolve  passed  of  the  most 
injurious  kind  to  put  these  officers  on  the  supernumerary  List.  This 
is  a  true  State  of  the  Case,  which  your  Son  and  all  the  Officers  well 
know,  as  they  have  ever  found  in  me  a  steady  Friend  &  AssociatSi 
tho'  I  endangered  my  Popularity  with  the  Officers  of  the  Line  by 
espousing  their  Cause  so  warmly.  I  hil%  wrote  several  Umes  to 
Genl.  Washington  to  entreat  his  Patronage  of  these  deserving 
Officers,  as  I  found  Injustice  was  like  to  bo  done,  but  whether  the 
Torrent  was  too  strong  for  him  to  resist  or  the  great  Concerns  of  his 
Office  prevented  his  attending  to  it,  they  have  been  most  cruelly  laid 
aside  with  the  Supernumeraries,  many  of  whom  you  know  were  fit 
for  nothing  else.  The  first  Reg*  objected  to  receiving  any  of  these 
Officers  &  the  rest,  as  might  be  expected,  soon  followed.  However^ 
I  have  advised  them  never  to  give  it  up,  &  have  now  given  your  son 
a  Certificate  of  his  Merit,  Service,  &c.,  &  he  is  gone  to  Camp  to 
make  a  vigorous  Effort.  You  will  now  exercise  your  own  Judgment 
in  the  Mutter,  &  be  assured  that  had  they  been  my  own  Brothers 
I  could  not  have  done  more  for  them. 

I  must  now  thank  you  for  the  particular  Advices  you  have  sent 
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08 1  bopo  yon  will  oontiinie  io  to  do ;  they  hwre  been  so  ntMwtoiy 
that  boflides  aeadhig  them  to  OoDgreaSi  I  hare  given  the  Sobetasoe 
of  thoM  to  the  PabH^,  in  radi  Tenas  as  I  thoa^t  due  to  yoa  & 
the  {gentlemen  with  yoa.  As  yoa  will  see  by  the  inolosed  Papers* 
I  alsoaeod  yoa  aNews  Bq)er  in  whieh  is  a  FtefiMe  to  a  Plan  ander 
Oonddecatioti  for  the  more  effeotoal  PMrnskm  of  Offioeni  k  Soidien 
at  the  End  of  the  War.  This  is  a  Matter  whieh  I  have  moeh  at 
Hearty  A  shall  me  what  little  Inflaenee  I  hare  to  earry  it  into  efiiset. 

I  sent  year  Letter  to  Oonmss  boi  h»re  not  heard  of  their  doing 
any  Thing  for  the  yoong  I)elaware-<when  your  nest  Bnpply  of 
Oloathing,  kc^  goes  op  yea  had  better  do  aonethiag  yoarself  or  ghre 
your  (MBeer  who  may  oome  down,  Instroetioas  to  have  aone  IMwn 
got,  it  is  not  the  Bzpeaoe  so  laaoh  as  the  T^rooUe  of  pioearing  then 
Things  whioh  prevents  their  being  tlone* 

The  Restoration  of  poWelt  CMit  ft  mdnodon  of  Prioes,  are  nov 
Hm  groat  objeots  of  pnblfnk  Attentioow  Oomniittees  are  revived  A 
in  short  there  is  a  Straggle  of  an  interesting  Kind,  whether  it  will 
end  in  a  dying  Oonmlsion  or  by  a  vigorous  pditieal  fiffort  ttnow  off 
the  Disorder,  Time  nraet  determine.  It  is  a  good  symptom  tt  shows 
there  is  Strength  in  the  Gons^tntion,  Tho'  it  has  long  labenred 
under  the  DisMSe  of  Depreeiation. 

Yoa  will  oontinne  your  Aee**  as  lime  k  Oppr  admit,  k  beKeve 
ne|8ir| 

With  doe  Begard  k  Esteem, 

Yomr  most  obed.  k  very  H'bUe  ServS 


^«- 


OoL.  JoHir  Wbtzui  to  Prm.  BsAd,  1779. 

To  His  Bxodeney  Joseph  Seed  Bsq%  Ihforident  of  the  Sapream 
Bzeoattve  Coancil  and  the  Honoorable  Membem  of  the  Oooaoel  of 
this  State. 

Gentlemen. 

I  this  moment  Hec'  an  express  from  Cor  Strouds,  informing  me 
that  he  hourly  expected  an  atack  from  the  Indians,  (their  being  a 
Large  Bodey  oif  them  the  nnmbers  not  yet  known)  at^the  Minesinks, 
and  are  Got  Down  as  farr  as  Aaron  Frandenbars,  in  y*  Jerseys,  and 
thay  have  burnt  his  house  and  Bam,  and  have  taken  sum  prisseners 
their.  Gent*  Col*  Stroud  in  his  Letter  to  me  Greatly  Complains 
for  the  whant  of  Aminition  and  whee  have  know  Aminition  hear  to 
send  him  I  humbly  beg  your  Excelency  will  give  Orders  to  the 
ComssP"  of  M.  Stores  for  sum  Aminition  I  haveiug  Ordered  a  number 
of  men  np  to  Cola  Strouds  Assistance  as  fast  as  possibly. 

JOHN  WETZEL,  Lien*.* 
Northampton,  y*  22nd  of  July,  1779. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.«  VeL  XIL,  p.  67,  66,  also  page  678  of  this. 
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John  Yas6ambss  io  Prbs.  Bno,  1779. 

Lower  Smithfield, 

July  22, 1779. 

Hour*  Sir, 

-  Thk  mernittg  I  Batmned  home  flroin  Hknyeslnk  at  wbioh  pisoe 
I  left  last  Eveiiiog  where  I  wms  ^e  spectetor  of  greet  Distreae'e  of 
many  Ftattilies  left  here  end  deetitnte  of  ell  Necesseriee  of  life  who 
lived  formerly  in  the  Midst  of  Plenty,  the  Depfedatione  of  the 
Baemy  yeor  Honosr  will  Observe  by  the  Inolos'd  Deposition  the 
People  in  general  are  alt  flod  in  Forts  Both  sides  tyf  the  Biver  the 
Distress's  is  very  great  in  our  parts  &  adjioent  Neighbours,  after 
InfovflEiing  your  Hon'  of  all  the  Distreas's,  I  am  mnoh  pleas'd  to  see 
the  People  annnated  with  snoh  spirit,  one  Hnnd'd  k  fire  men  under 
the  CkwMnand  of  Mi^  Meeker  of  the  Blate  of  New  york  by  the 
last  Aoeounts  Last  Eveniog  wna  in  pnrsnit  of  the  Enemy  witfaiii 
ilsnr  or  five  milsB  Dhrtanee  of  their  lUar,  this  morning  one  Glook, 
P.  M.,  Gapt  Shymer  uarohH  aofoas  the  Biver  Ddeware  with  one 
hnndied  h  seventy  men  with  an  intent  to  head  them  off  at  the 
vooth  of  Lakervac^  ti^n  with  him  5  Days  Provision.  I  Flattre 
mj  BeH  m  a  fsw  Bays  to  give  y^  Honour  an  agreeable  aoooont  of 
those  brave  men  who  are  always  Beady  to  slap  fWth  in  the  Defonoe* 
of  their  Guntry. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Hon*  Most  Obd* 

Hum*  aerv* 

JOHN  VANCAMPBN.* 

P.  S.    We  have  appl/d  to  our  Lein's  sundry  times  for  Belief 
but  none  yet  Came. 

Coll.  Jacob  Strowd  facts  the  part  of  a  Brave  officer  with  a  few  of 
his  Neighbours  who  Scouts  in  the  woods  with  him. 

*  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  62. 
t  Sea  Col.  Rec,,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  66. 
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Col.  Sam.  Huhtse  to  Col.  Matth'w  Smhh,  J1779. 

-Fort  Augnsto;  23d  Jnly^  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

We  have  Realy  Distressing  times  at  present  in  this  CoantjOeea- 
rioned  l>y  the  late  DepredhitioBs  conmitted  bj  the  Savages  on  oar  De- 
ftnoeless  Frontiers;  Immediately  after  the  E?aoaation  of  Fort  Man^^, 
the  Indians  began  their  cmel  murders  again — the  3d  laa^  they  killed 
three  men,  A  took  two  Prisoners  at  Lyoeming — the  eighth  Inst,  they 
homed  the  Widdow  Smiths  Mills  &  ktlld  one  man,  IT^  In&S  they 
killd  two  men,  and  took  three  Prisoners  from  Fort  Brady,  the  same 
day  they  Bnmed  Starrets  Mills  &  all  the  Prinoeable  Houses  in  Maney 
Townsmp,  the  20th  Ins^  they  killd  three  men  at  Freelands  Fort,  and 
took  two  Prisoners,  them  sticking  so  eloee  to  this  Gonoty  i^ter  the 
Oontinentall  troops  has  raarohed  to  Wyoming,  has  intimidated  the 
people  so  mneh  that  thoy  are  Bealy  on  the  five  of  deserting  the 
County  intirely  as  theie  is  no  Prospect  of  any  assistancey  that  the 
People  on  the  Frontiers  Gould  get  their  Harvists  |iut  np^  I  thought 
the  army  marobing  Even  to  Wyoming  would  Draw  the  attention  of 
the  Bar  ages  from  us,  but  I  think  it  nerer  was  worse  than  at  preswiity 
and  without  some  Reinforcements  is  s^it  to  this  County  soon  from 
some  of  our  neighbouring  Countys  its  notr  probable  the  IMUe  Forte  we 
have  at  Freelands  &  Boons  can  stand  long,  suppose  X  neyer  see  ih^ 
People  of  this  County  behave  more  spirited  then  they  do  at  present, 
suppose  Reduced  to  a  few,  I  have  Just  arrived  after  being  on  a 
Scout  along  Muncy  Hill  &  we  made  a  great  Discovery  where  the 
Savages  had  been  along  the  Frontiers  &  taken  o£F  a  number  of 
Horses. 

I  am    . 

Dear  S',  y9ur 

most  Humb'l  Serv^ 

SAM'L  HUNTER.*    . 

P.  S.   We  are  scarcejof  ammunition  Especialy  Lead  there  is  none. 

Directed^ 
To  Col*  Mathew  Smith. 

«  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  62. 
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John  Yahoakpvs  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Honored  8% 

It  is  with  Distress  of  mind  I  Bepeat  Writing  to  yonr  ExeleiMj  in 
Confirmation  to  what  I  mentioned  to  yonr  Ezelenoy  yesterday  hy 
Capt.  Shrawder  it  is  Now  an  Undoahted  case  with  me  that  this 
Operation  will  be  as  it  seems  to  appeare  by  Batiks  Orders  to  Capt. 
Caldwell. 

By  Ezpriss  this  morning  we  are  informed  The  Enemy  are  Legally 
Encamped  at  Willes  mill  and  Grinding  all  the  grain  that  was  in 
the  Mill  and  What  they  can  collect  in  Defiance  of  all  the  Forces  that 
can  be  collected  at  present.  They  have  yesterday  takeing  three 
Prisoners  in  Jersey,  and  Killed  20  head  of  Honied  Oattk  and  all 
The  Horses  of  Morgan  Desheay  in  Pensjlvania,  The  Entilligence  by 
Express  will  Acompanie  This  my  letter  to  yonr  Ezelency,  I  have  no 
Farther  Doubt  unless  Speedy  Relief  by  Additions  to  all  the  Small 
Forces  we  can  Collect  we  will  not  be  able  to  Relieve  the  poor  people 
that  are  Fled  into  Forts  For  the  Peraervatien  of  their  Lives. 

There  seems  at  Present  no  Prospect  but  Distress  and  Distraction  in 
this  part  of  this  Cnntry,  it  Seems  to  appeare  that  the  object  of  die 
Enemy  is  as  mncb  Designed  against  Jersey  as  pensylvania. 

I  could  wish  to  have  the  State  of  the  Operation  of  the  Enemy  sent 
to  me  Qualifyed  to  Capt  Hover  our  Informer  is  a  man  of  undoubted 
Carreter. 

I  Entend  this  afternoon  to  Set  of  to  See  and  learn  the  movement 
of  Enemy,  if  any  Farther  Intelligence  Properly  Aaetted  by  Quallifi- 
cation. 

I  haye  the  Honor 

S'/tobe  your 

Ezellencys  most 

obb*  Hum\Sery*, 

JOHN  VANCAMPEN.* 

DirecUdf 

T6  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Pres«  Ph>*. 

•  «  SeeOol.  Bee.  VeL2iI.»  p.  62^  tlna  letter  baa  no  date  but  from  the  xer 
ference  to  a  former  one  ia  probably  2dd  July. 
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Col.  Lswis  Nioou  to  Fbm.  Bsbd,  177&« 

Sir, 

JvBt  trnvei  %  imeiibt  from  the  98'  who  left  YerpUidui  poiiit  two 
days  before  Geo.  Waynes  aUackon  Siony  point :  He  aajs  the  enemy 
have  made  an  abbatisaorontfae  poii^t  defended  by  some  block  honaes 
&  a  large  sione  house.  The  troops  there  were  the  33'  loyal  Ameri- 
cans &  Gapt.  Fergusons  company  of  Rifle  men  &  6  pieces  of  Gannon. 
No  ships  of  foree  then  there  hot  a  sloop  of  war  &  some  row  gtUiee : 
suppose  the  33  to  be  between  3  &  4  hundred  strong,  the  Company 
he  belonged  to  was  32  duty  men.    Two  others  deserted  with  htm. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  £xceUency  that, 

I  am  with  respect^ 

Bit;  your  most 

obedient  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
July  24tb,  1779. 

JDireetedf 
To  His  Bxodleney  Joseph  Reed,  Presideiii  of  the  Siata. 


Col.  Lsiria  Nioola  xo  Pass.  Bskp,  1779* 
Sir, 

Five  natives  of  Virginia  deserters  from  fche  Ib^ish  htye  been  with 
me  and  give  the  following  acoount. 

When  the  English  wei«  in  Virginia  they  had  parties  on  the  re- 
omting  service,  which  by  threats  compelled  21  to  enlist,  most  if  not 
all  in  the  Legion  of  whom  12  including  the  present  five  have  deserted. 

They  left  the  enemy  consisting  of  the  Legion,  Rangers,  17th 
Dragoons  &  some  infantry,  the  12th  Inst  at  Marronneck.  Bnnday 
11th  Bedford  was  burned  besides  several  houses  on  the  road,  the  men 
plundering  every  thing  they  can  carry  oS^  about  two  weeks  before 
they  deserted  a  party  went  to  Poanda  ridge,  whose  behaviour  ia  man« 
tioned  in  the  inclosed  affidavit. 

Tho'  they  did  not  desert  'till  Monday  evening  they  did  not  hear 
of  North  Castle  or  saw  pitts  being  burned  that  |sy,  are  all  ignorant 
of  the  orders  mentioned  in  summm's  information,  as  also  of  tbe  man 
burned,  and  fruit  trees  cut  down. 

When  enlisted  were  promised  3  guineas  a  man  but  received  neither 
bounty  or  pay  but  were  clothed  as  soon  as  they  got  to  New  York. 

Desertion  very  great,  not  a  day  passing  but  some  got  off  Heard  of 
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tbe  5  deflerten  put  to  death,  as  mentioned  by  Snmmeny  bat  do  not 
know  what  nnmber  deeerted  that  day. 

While  the  above  five  were  nnder  examination,  four  more  oamei 
▼ii  8  Bnropeana  from  different  English  i^mente,  &  one  an  Amerioan 
from  Emericks. 

They  deserted  on  the  march  between  East  Chester  and  Horseneck 
about  two  weeks  smoe,  tka  Army  tten  consisting  of  about  6000  men 
under  the  eommand  of  Gen.  Clinton-— two  were  obliml  to  ooneeal 
thesKselves  in  the  woods  tiU  the  English  had  marched  off,  then  passed 
by  Bedford,  which  was  in  ashes^  one  house  exoepted|  heard  the  En- 
glish had  burned  some  houses  at  North  Castle. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am, 

Your  Esoellencys 

.  most  obedient  Sery^, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
July  24th,  1779. 

P.  S.  Looking  over  the  above  I  find  I  have  omitted  the  following 
particulars,  on  the  expedition  to  Pound  ridge  16  prisoners  were  taken 
o  light  honemen  &  8  militia,  also  a  fine  stand  of  Colours  fringed 
round  with  silver,  this  I  suppose  must  have  been  the  standard  of  the 
Light  horse  taken  in  the  house  were  they  were  surprised.  The  Gen- 
tlemans  house  burned  was  near  the  meeting  house,  informants  cannot 
assign  any  excuse  for  killing  the  three  men  but  heard  it  was  insolent 
answers  given  to  questions  asked. 


His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Prssideiit  of  the  State. 


.  Philadelphia* 

July  24th,  1779,  Thomas  Portlodc  came  befofe  me,  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  peace  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia  ft  Tolnntst ily  made 
Oath  thai  about  a  month  sinoe  he  was  on  a  party  from  the  English 
foioes,  then  lying  abomt  fiva  miles  from  Philips  meadow,  to  a  pkoe 
called  Pound  ridge  when  they  burned  the  meeting-house,  &  on  their 
Mtnm  several  otbor  henses  partieulariy  a  jentlemans  in  which  three 
men  were  killed,  fie  passed  by  a  New  £nghuid  light  Horse  man 
out  and  mangled  in  a  most  shocking  manner  who  combined  his  bach 
was  broken  k  he  was  unable  to  stand,  informant  aherwards  heard 
he  had  been  entirely  stripped  by  the  Yaugera,  several  otiier  Houses 
would  have  been  burned  faul  for  the  interposition  of  Maj'  Caaphan 
of  the  Legion,  who  praserfed  as  many  as  he  could,  &  further 

It 

THOMAB  PORTLOCK. 
Sworn  befovB  me, 

JNO.  OBD. 
Vol.  VIL— 25 
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Prest.  Rbbi)  to  Lt.  John  Pipbr,  1779. 

In  Council,  Philada.,  July  24th,  1779. 

The  letter  of  which  the  enclosed  is  an  Extract  has  been  laid 
before  this  Board,  &  as  this  is  the  first  Information  we  have  had  of 
any  Late  Ravages  of  the  Indians  it  has  given  ns  much  Conoero  & 
Snrprize.  We  trusted  the  Inhabitants  of  your  County  were  fnllj 
apprized  of  the  Measures  we  took  for  their  Relief  as  early  as  last 
March.  Either  Help  must  be  drawn  from  the  County  itself  or  its 
Neighbours — if  the  Militia  Laws  arc  supported  &  rigorously  executed 
there  can  be  no  Doubt  but  a  County  would  find  in  itself  very  power- 
ful Resources  against  Danger  &  Destruction,  but  if  Officers  are 
harassed  by  Suits,  Replevins  issued  when  the  Fines  are  imposed, 
&  every  Step  taken  to  harass  &  oppose  those  who  are  acting  to  the 
best  of  their  Judgment  &  Ability  under  the  Laws  of  the  State,  the 
Consequences  will  undoubtedly  be  ruinous  to  the  County — nor  will 
their  Neighbours  be  disposed  to  assist  them  when  they  see  them 
wanting  to  themselves.  We  hope  these  Remarks  are  not  applicable 
to  the  County  of  Bedford,  and  that  this  Board  might  show  the 
fullest  attention  to  them  we  ord'^  125  Men,  properly  officered,  to 
march  from  York  &  Lancaster  to  cover  the  Inhabitants  of  Bedford 
during  their  Seed  Time  &  Harvest.  Why  those  Counties  did  not 
obey  the  Orders  will  be  a  proper  Subject  of  Inquiry  by  the  Members 
of  Assembly.  We  are  by  no  Means  satisfied  with  the  Reasons  we 
have  heard,  but  are  fully  conscious  that  nothing  was  omitted  by  us 
either  in  Time  or  Circumstance  to  give  the  desired  Relief.  To 
repeat  our  Order  will  we  apprehend  be  quite  unnecessary  as  we  do 
not  know  that  greater  Re^itL  will  be  paid  to  the  2*  than  the  first. 
We  hoped  that  as  long  as  Capt.  Cluggages  Company  stayed  in  the 
County,  &  we  understand  it  is  yet  there,  it  would  have  afforded  the 
Inhabitamts  some  Assistance.  On  the  Representatroa  of  Mr.  Smithy 
Member  of  Assembly,  that  the  Townships  of  Air  &  Bethel  oonld 
firom  their  Situation  give  Assistance  to  others  less  exposed,  we 
passed  the  inclosed  Resolutioa,  which  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Martin, 
one  of  your  Sub-Lientenants,  wkoy  we  were  informed  lived  at  snebi 
Distance  from  you  that  in  an  Emergeneie  there  .would  not  be  tinw 
to  send  to  you,  &  therefore  in  snok  Case  gave  ham  Authority  te  aet> 
himself.  If  any  othor  U«s  has  been  made  xif  it  it  baa  been  oontrary 
to  our  Intention,  as  it  istonr  earnest  Wish  that  all  pnblidc  BosiBe^ 
should  be  conducted  in  its  proper  Line  ft  in  regular  Ghaani^r^Andr 
we  beg  you  &  every  other  Q^^tlennn  aethig  m^fflibliok  Authority, 
to  be  assured  that  this  Board  will  upon  all  Occasions  support  thle 
Officers  of  Oovemm*  in  the  faithful  Discharge  of  their  Duty  ag*  any 
Opposition,  either  by  vexatious  Suits  in  Law  or  (tf  any  otbbr  Kind ; 
as  they  we  trust  will  endeavour  so  to  act  ae  to  afibrd  as  little  just 


PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVES  1779.  679 

OaQM  of  Obmplaiot  as  possible.  If  there  are  any  Supplies  neeeesarjr 
for  year  County  we  desire  yea  will  aoqaaiat  us,  as  the  Intimation 
that  your  Oounty  is  pointed  ont  for  I>MtniotioQ  appears  to  us  to 
haye  prooeeded  rather  from  Mistake  than  otherwise. 

I  am  Sir,  your  obed. 

&  very  Hbble.  servt 


President  Rsed  to  Colonel  Wetzel,  1779. 

Sir, 

Yours  of  the  22d  Inst.*  was  duly  received,  &  your  Bequest 
immediately  complied  with, — Mr.  Houffbcnbirch  having  roc'  200^^ 
of  Powder  &  800*^'  of  Lead,  for  which  he  will  stand  accountable  to 
you.  The  unexpected  Incursion  has  given  us  great  Concern,  but  as 
we  hope  there  will  be  suffipient  Vigor  &  Spirit  in  the  Inhabitants  to 
repel  those  Wretches,  who  cannot  be  sufficiently  numerous  or 
terrible  to  require  more  Besbtanoe  than  the  People  can  give.  We 
desire  you  in  particular  to  give  all  necessary  Directions  &  Aid- 
assuring  you  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  our  Parts  to  support 
&  supply  you. 

I  am  Sir, 

.  Your  obed.  HbbL  Serv. 

July  24,  1779. 

J)%recied, 
To  Col.  Wetzel,  Lient.  of  Northampton. 


Commerc'l  Committbe  ov  Conoress  to  PitEfl.  Bebd,  1779. 

Commercial  Committee,  24th  July,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Committee  appointed  by  Congress  to  superintend  the  Com- 
missary of  Provisions  Department  informed  this  Committee  that 
there  is  at  present  on  hand  in  the  Public  Magaaines,  Pork,  Beef 
and  Flour  in  greater  quantities  than  the  armies  can  consame  be&re 
it  will  become  perishable.  It  is  therefore  recommended  by  the, 
Commissariai  Committee,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Minister  of 

*  See  page  572. 
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"FrwM^f  Urn/k  At  OomnMioitl  Commktae  tnpmediately  ittQt  their 
order  for  shipping  to  the  labni  of  St.  Somiogo  tvo  thonwid 
Barrels  of  Pork|  om  tbousMid  Barrels  of  Beef,  and  one  Uioosasd 
Barrels  of  Floar^  for  ihe  sniif  lying  His  meet  Ckristisn  Mi^est/a 
forces  on  that  Island^  the  Mioister  having  promised  that  the  same 
riiall  be  paid  for  at  the  Market  Prioes  there. 

We  therefore  request  yodr  Exoellenoj's  permission  for  shilling 
the  above  mmitioned  quantitj  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

We  are  respeotfnllj 

your  Ezcellenoj's  most 

Obedienjt  &  Bumble  Servants. 

(Signed  by  order,)  FR AS.  LEWIS  * 

Hb  ]^izcellfflicy  the  President  in  GounciI|  Pennsylvania. 


PuBfi.  Reed  to  Mb.  HoLKBRy  1779. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  July  24<*,  1779. 

Sir, 

After  the  Visit  yon  favoured  me  irith  yesterday  ft  Consideration 
of  the  Points  on  which  we  conversed  I  wrote  the  Latter  inclosed  ft 
abont  6  o'clock  the  Answer  also  inclosed  was  delivered  me.  I 
informed  the  Gentlemen  that  I  bad  seen  yon  that  Morning  tiiat  yovi 
conceived  yourself  able  to  remove  the  Imputations  conveyed  in  their 
Bepresentation  ft  had  requested  the  Council  to  point  out  the  Parts 
of  your  Conduct  on  which  Doubts  miffht  arise.  The  Gentlemen 
promised  me  they  would  inform  the  oUier  Gentlemen  what  I  had 
represented  ft  also  that  I  still  thought  there  would  be  an  Impro- 
pnety  in  making  the  PuUioation  in  the  present  Ouonraskances.  I 
observe  this  Morning  that  the  Gentlemen  have  been  of  a  different 
Opinion  doubtless  deeming  themselves  under  a  publick  Obligation 
to  communicate  the  Transaction  to  the  World  without  Delay.f 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

SiTji  Ton  most  obed. 

Hbble.  Ber. 

P.  S.  Not  having  any  Copies  of  the  inclosed  must  beg  you  to 
return  them  after  Perusal. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  69»  61. 
t  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  69--61,  68. 
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Col.  FfiAKots  JoHmtoir  vo  Prxs.  Rsbd^  1779. 

May  it  pkase  yow  Exoeir j» 

8iaet  the  WUiant  sflbir  of  Qemenl  Wajne  at  Stoay  Point, 
aofchiiig  of  eoiUMq^Mioe  kaa  turu'd  ap.  Onr  wliob  Army  m  bow  at 
and  witluii  the  Tmnity  of  Woat  Foist,  buaily  omfiloy'd  m  eiMtng 
Batterieoi  Badoabta,  fto.,  fto.,  bo  tiuit  tbe  top  of  each  Mr  BMiBenoo  w^ 
not  lonff  moeatnaaed  thedbht  witk  a  dolighCM  ezkiUtioii  of  Traea, 
ia  BOW  Moome  the  aeat  of  W  ar — ^tbe  Baemy  are  aa  basiiy  ein|dey'd 
10  repairing  their  old  works  at  StODy  point,  &  compleating  their  new 
onea  on  the  oppoate-aide  of  the  .Kiter,  ao  that  it  Ib  impo»ble  for 
me  to  oonvey  to  your  BnellF  the  moat  diatant  Uea  hew  oor  fntvie 
oj^vationa  wHl  tend  the  enaning  CaapaigB. 

Had  we  been  fortasBte  enoagh  to  haipe  anoeeeded  agaiaat  Ver- 
plank'B  point,  on  the  oi^eaite  aide  of  the  RaTer,  at  tba  tioM  of 
General  Way&e%  aaaanlt  en  Stony  Feint,  I  ahonld  not  haire  heai- 
tated  in  giviBg  ye*  n  deoiaife  opinion  ttspeeting  the  fi^renta  of  the 
present  yeax^^-certain  I  am  that  the  less  of  the  Enemiea  Works  on 
the  oppoaite  aide  of  the  Biver,  won'd  either  haire  toiminated  in  tl» 
total  lomof  their  Army,  or  atleaatlMrre  lender'd  the  Oampaign 
Tery  eaay— this  eonseqnenoe  likewiaa  won'd  have  flowed  ftmn  it— 
the  Bednetion  of  N.  York  pmvioBa  to  the  airiTal  of  a  Sainfaroe- 
meat. 

I  beg  leave  to  infoim  year  Bzoell'  that  tho*  we  am  not  often 
faaror^d  with  tntellsgeooe  from  the  Sonthwaid,  yet  we  lately  obtain^ 
n  eight  of  n  Fean*  Fiqper,  in  whioh  we  obmrr'd  n  piece,  the  aign*- 
tare  of  which  wm  a  CStimn  of  Philad%  whemin  the  antfier  dteeoftmi 
n  real  ntlaelnBent  to  has  Ooan^,  by  has  manly,  generona  &  jodiehma 
animadveiaiona  on  the  sitaation  of  the  offieeie  of  the  AnBy,  A  by 
hia  ardent  dmire  to  veimid  their  nnwmried  endearom  in  the  eaom 
of  Liberty — ^variooa  are  the  eonjeolares  aboot  Ae  anppoaed  Anthor, 
fbr  my  own  part  I  eaimot'oonoeive  mymlf  at  any  great  lorn  to  find 
him  oot,  aa  I  havn  the  honor  to  be  pemonally  aoqnaiBted  wiUi  yonr 
Bxeelt>*  abUitieB,  aa  well  m  yonr  nniform  desure  of  doing  jnatioe  to 
the  Army. 

And  «B  I  am  now  npon  the  snbjeot  of  the  Aimy,  I  shall  take  the 
libexty  of  oonToying  yon  my  aealiments  thereon.  Yomr  Ezoill^ 
may  rest  aasored  that  nothing  less  than  half  pay  for  lifc  will  satisfy 
the  effioera-^I  am  wjtmnted  in  myinff  this,  hayiag  repeatedly  heard 
the  sentiments  of  the  most  respeetMie  part  of  Uiem««^thia,  Sir,  is 
what  they  expect,  what  they  think  thnir  persereranee  under  every 
diffiealty  in  y*  wetnl  of  times,  &  their  servieea  merit,  and  what  t  am 
oonfident  they  wdli  insist  on,  &  that  too  nafetteied  by  any  Laws  of 
"their  rsspective  Stales  abridging  their  Rights  4kr  Pnvikgii  aa  Oiti- 
aens,  ibr  wn  all  unanimeosly  agree  in  this,  that  that  no  indnoement 
howevar  laoiatave,  ahenld  oonrt  oar  longer  centinnaneo  in  the  IWdi 
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cou'd  we  believe  our  Gountfymen  so  base  as  to  aim  at  the  destrneUon 
of  our  Oivil  Bights  lUghtg  for  whidi  we  have  fofught  6  bled, 
&  RighU  which  we  are  determined  to  hand  down  unsullied  to 
Posterity. 

Under  die  auspicious  administration '<^  Your  Exoell^  this  I  write 
Witheut  the  least  tincture  of  adulation^  your  offioen  &  men  have  a 
well  grounded  proepeet  <tf  a  speedy  redress  of  every  grievance  to 
which  the  changes  of  the  times  or  the  calamities  of  War  may  subjeot 
than,  &  entertain  no  doubts  but  they  will  meet  with  that  eompenaft- 
.  tion  w^  their  past  &  fatute  services  may  daim  at  the  end  of  the  War. 
What  your  JSzeelU  has  already  done  for  us  is  a  sufficient  proof  «f 
this. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Ezcelleney  that  we  have  not  yet  had 
the  pleasme  of  seeing  any  Law  of  the  State,  ratifying  the  Aesdwe 
of  the  Honble  House  respeettag  our  half  pay  for  Life,  &  tiukt  suoh  a 
Law  wou'd  yield  us  infinite  satisfaction— this  by  no  means  proceeds 
from  a  want  of  confidanoe  in  the  plighted  faith  of  our  State,  bat 
merely  from  this  principle— -as  we  have  saorifieed  our  time,  our  little 
Estates  &  our  Health  (the  most  valuable  of  blessings)  in  the  defenoe 
of  our  Country,  we  would  willingly  convince  our  families  of  the 
propriety  of  our  longer  continuance  in  the  service,  by  showing  them 
the  liberal  but  just  and  permanent  provision  we  shall  eigoy  whea 
•we  shall  sgain  assume  the  Oharacter  of  the  peaeefnl  Citiien. 

It  has  been  reported,  not  long  since,  <hat  CoL  Atlee  proposes 
coming  into  our  Line  again,  shou'd  thig  report  be  true,  there  is  not 
a  Gommand*  officer  of  a  B^ment  from  tdte  State,  or  I  am  much 
mistaken,  who  will  willingly  aubmtt  to  it  The  Colonel's  b^g  a 
•Member  of  Congress,  we  apprehend,  is  idone  a  powerful  reaean 
against  his  leadmisBion  into  the  Line,  indeed  it  wou'd  be  in  direet 
opposition  to  the  very  Rules  of  Congress^  as  well  as  the  Laws  of  the 
State,  if  I  am  rightly  instructed— &  had  GoL  Atlee  .aeriously  enter- 
tained suoh  an  intention  I  should  have  thought  he  wou'd  not  have 
suffered  two  vaoandes  to  be  fiU'd  without  a  single  objection  or  an 
application  for  them.  I  wou'd  add  farther,  that  when  I  was  ap- 
pointed Comm'  Qen^  of  Prisoners  by  the  Honble  Congnss,  I  made 
an  application  to  them  for  leave  to  retain  my  rank  in  tl^  Line,  while 
I  perform'd  the  Duty  of  Comm^  of  Prisoners,  having  ezpecta^ns  of 
rteovering  my  health  in  the  course  of  a  few  mon^s,  which  at  that 
time  was  much. impaired  in  the  service,  &  |then  returning  to  my 
Duty  in  the  Field,  this  requisition  was  denied  me,  tho  I  had  His 
Ezoell''  General  Washington's  sanction  for  it,  merely  on  this  princi- 
ple— that  no  officer  in  the  Army  shou'd  hold  any  other  Post 

I  shou'd  not  have  troubled  yosr  EjEoetb  thus  fiur  on  this  sulgect, 
as  I  am  not  immediately  interested  in  the  matter  myself,  but  my 
Duty  &  love  of  harmony  induced  me  to  write  you  my  sentiments  on 
this  occasion,  being  well  assured  that  an  introductien  of  Colonel  Atlee 
again  into  the  Line  of  the  State,  wou'd  introduce  discontent  &  new 
.dJiSordexB.    The  officen  srouUi  esteem  themselfos  hoMar'd  by  a  Line 
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'frotn  your  Exoelk  on  this  heikd,  w^  wiU  pr«Tttht  ft  BeHMBfriaouiee 
from  being  preaented. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellon* 

moat  ob*  Serv*, 

F.  JOHNSTON. 

Camp,  West  Point,  July  25,  79. 

Dre4itedf 

His  Ezoell''  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 
^  Capf  Zeigler. 


Qbn.  Bt.  Clair  to  Prbsibsnt  Bbed,  1779. 

West  Point,  July  25th,  1779. 

Sir, 
Your  Favour  of  the  15^  .by  M'  Broadhead  oame  to  Hand  two 

Days  ago.  All  the  attention  shall  be  paid  to  his  Case  that  is 
possible  and  if  he  can  be  admitted  again  into  the  Line,  without 
raising  new  Disinrbanees,  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  me.  It  was 
not  owing  to  his  beinff  a  Prisoner  that  he  was  left  out,  but  to  an 
opinion  that  prevailed  that  he  had  laid  aside  all  Thoughts  of  the 
Army,  and  meant  to  follow  a  mercantile  Life,  in  which  it  was  con- 
fidently asserted  he  was  engaged,  in  that  Way,  the  most  obnozions 
to  the  officers,  known  by  the  Name  of  Speculalion.  Justioe  and 
■ot  Favour,  I  hope  wiU  ever  govern  the  Determination  of  the 
Officers,  when  called  upon  to  decide  on  the-Bights  of  each  other,  and 
I  can  assure  you  there  does  not  appear  the  smallest  Disposition  to 
add  Injury  to  the  Misfortunes  of  those  who  have  been  Prisoners,  at 
the  sane  time  it  is  a  pretty  general  Sentiment,  that  the  bringing 
the  Officers  who  were  taken  at  Fort  Washington  into  the  Begimenta 
they  then  belonged  to  is  a  very  great  hardship  upon  the  Officers  now 
of  thos<9  Begiments — ^The  Places  of  those  Gentlemen  havine  been 
filled  up  by  the  Oounoill  of  Safety,  and  the  Beftiments  now  raised- 
nothing  of  the  old  ones  remaining  but  the  Number,  and  in  some 
Oases  a  few  of  the  principall  officers  for  whom  Vacancys  wero 
kept  open. 

I  am  sorry  to  remark  that  in  the  Accounts  of  the  Monies  advanced 
for  the  recruiting  Service  in  the  last  transmission  as  well  as  the 
others,  the  largest  sums  are  in  the  Hands  of  Gentlemen  who  are  not 
now  in  service,  which  will  encrease  the  Difficulty  of  closing  the 
Accounts  howevar.  as  far  as  they  have  eomo  to  my  Hands  they  are 
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nawlj  iMed  and  ia  a  ibw  D&xstbail  be  tnBsmitied  to  theOovBoiH. 
M'  Matlaok  did  aend  an  Aoooanti  beaidea  the  ^at,  wbich  oum  to 
band. 

It  giyea  me  mnoh  Pleaavre  to  aee  that  yon  have  taken  np  a 
Snbjeot  to  which  jon  oan  do  ao  mnch  Jnatioe,  and  I  do  for  mjself 
and  the  rest  of  the  officers  offer  jon  our  nnoere  and  hearty  Thanks 
for  your  very,  elegant  address  to  the  poblie  in  the  Character  of  a 
Citizen  of  Philadelphia,  which  cannot  fail  to  make  Impreanoiis 
favourable  to  the  Plan  you  are  about  to  propose,  as  it  has  added  to 
the  grateful  sense  the  officers  have  of  your  Attention  to  th#ir 
Interests.  It  is  a  Matter  I  haye  long  wished  to  see  some  Person  of 
Capacity  and  Influence  undertake,  as  the  Situation  of  the  officers 
especially  those  who  haye  FamiUes,  which  is  tbe  Case  with  a 
Number,  from  the  exorbitant  Prices  of  every  Necessary  of  Life,  and 
the  depreciated  state  of  the  Money  is  truly  deplorable — for  ray  own 
Part  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  continue  in  the  Service  without 
reducing  mine  to  Beggary,  aa  I  have  already  apent  all  the  Money  I 
had  been  able  to  get  before-hand,  and  have  lost  upwards  of  twenty 
Thousand  Pounds  by  the  Money  in  which  I  was  paid  for  my  Farm 
whioh  my  absence  from,  obliged  me  to  dispose  of. 

Many  of  our  Regiments  are  very  weak  and  in  the  Course  of  this 
Campaign  will  dwindle  down  to  nothioig  and  the  Means  of  recruitinff 
them  grows  .every  Day  more  difficult  The  People  of  Tirgioia,  I 
am  told|  raised  their  last  Becmits,  to  the  amount  of  two  Thousand 
by  Uadof  the  several  Battalliens  <tf  Militia  with  a  eertain  mimber 
of  Men,  in  proportion  to  their  seveial  stoength,  to  be  ready  afc  a 
fixed  Day,  and  in  ease  ol  Failure  they  were  then  to  be  dnnghted 
from  them  by  Lott^  leaving  ii  to  the  Battallions  to  rad^e  what  Tenan 
they  pleased  with  the  Individnak  who  midU  be  willing  to  engage-*- 
It  snceeeded — ^The  fear  of  being  draughted  and  thereby  missing  the 
peoffered  Reward,  acting  upon  the  lower  Ckas,  and  tiie  same  Feer 
of  the  Lett  filling  upon  them,  prompting  thoae  m  easy  droum- 
stanoes  to  make  the  cfiered  Beward  very  oonsiderablo — ^Woold  net 
•orae  such  Scheme  eneoeed  with  Us  too  the  nevemty  five  DoUaTs 
allowed  by  Congress  to  reomiting  officen  might  also  be  appHed  lo 
this  Purpose — this  is  however  a  very  indigested  Bint.  GDbe 
Demands  upon  Us  for  Waggoners  likewise  wealds  us  very  mucb*-^ 
there  are  so  many  Men  lost  in  time  of  notion,  and  ave  generally  lost 
for  good  and  All  at  the  olose  of  the  Campaign— i-Tfaese  I  thitfk  might 
possibly  be  got  from  the  Militiar— their  Pay  is  eonmderable  and  the 
Service  easy. 

It  is  with  great  Pleasnre  that  I  infinrm  you  die  Uneasiaeai  that 
prevailed  amongst  the  Soldiery  with  respect  to  the  Time  they  stood 
engaged  for  is  at  an  End.  The  present  of  one  fawidred  Dollars, 
made  by  Congress  to  those  who  were  engaged  prior  to  January  last 
name  most  opportunely,  and  was  made  so  §^od  use  of^  that  the  whole 
very  nearly,  have  aooepted  it;  sining  at  the  same  time  aa  aeknowl* 
edgpunt  that  thej  wire  enlisted  during  the  War;  so  thai  I  have  the 
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BtrongeBi  Hopes  we  Bhall  be  no  more  tronbled  with  Meetinga»  Com- 
binations and  Desertions,  which  had  risen  to  a  yery  alarming  heighth 
and  threatened  very  serions  Conseqnenees. 

This  will  be  delivered  by  Cap^  Zeigler  who  goes  for  a  &rther 
Snpplyi  a  small  Onard  is  neoessary  for  an  escort,  bnt,  as  we  know 
not  now  soon  all  the  M^i  we  have  may  be  wanted,  I  liave  sent  him 
without  one,  trusting  that  a  few  of  the  Invalids  may- be  sent  up  with 
him,  who  would  answer  the  purpose  perfectly  well,  and  save  so 
many  Men  firom  the  Line.  Some  of  them  might  dso  serve  as  Scale 
Men  and  Assistants  to  the  06mmissai7s  which  we  aire  likewise  obliged 
to  furnish,  and  whioh  takes  from  Us  some  of  our  best  Serjeants. 

The  Reduction  of  the  Post  at  Stony  Point  you  have  reeeived  an 
Account  of.  It  was  a  very  gallant  well  conducted  Bnterprize,  and 
reflects  great  Honour  upon  &9neral  Wayne,  and  alt  the  officiiBrs,  both 
for  the  Vigour  with  which  it  was  executed,  and  the  Humanity  and 
€knerodty  the  Prisoners  were  treated  with— There  is  not  an 
•Instance  of  a  Place  carried  bv  Assault  where  so  fbw  of  the  Defend- 
ants have  been  put  to  Death.  My  Friend  Oolonell  Butler  com- 
manded one  of  the  Attacks,  and  distinguished  himself.  The  Enemy 
have  again  taken  Post  there,  but  not,  I  think  with  Intention  to  hold 
it,  but  the  better  to  cover  the  Bvacuation  of  the  Post  on  the  opposite 
Shore  ^ey  Will  'probably  soon  abandon  both* — ^Be  that  as  it  wHl 
they  are  certainly  on  the  Eve  of  some  important  Movement,  having 
drawn  their  whole  Army  down  to  Kings  Bridge^Jand  Dispositions 
are  made,  it  is  said,  to  evacuate  New  York. 

Will  you  please  to  present  my  most  respectftil  Oompliments  to 
theLadiesofyour  Family  and  believe  me  with  much  Respect  and 
Esteem 

Sir  your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant 

A^  ST.  GLAIR. 

P.  S.  The  officers  make  great  Complaints  aoainst  Farmer  for  the 
Quality  of  the  West  India  Ooods  purchased  by  him,  the  Rumtind 
Sngvr  particularly  one  Hhd.  of  the  last  was  most  certainly  not 
merohaataUoi  but  I  suppose  it  was  cheap  on  that  Account. 

JHreeied^ 

Bzoelleney  Joseph  Reed^  Esq*. 

25* 
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Wm.  Maoiult  to  Pus.  Bbu>,  1779u 

Pkkxton^  Julj  26A,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  just  retnriMd  from  Snnbary }  The  whole  of  the  Troops  have 
left  Ui»i  PUoe,  a  week  ago,  audi  am  eatvifj'd  Thai  Geol.  S«Uivaii 
will  move  forward  with  tbo  Expedition  perhape  thia  Tery  d^ ',  a 
mora  happy  incident  ooold  not  have  hap|>ened  tliaa  the  rise  of  the 
Sosquebannahi  at  tlua  critical  and  uaevpeeted  Time }  notwithatan* 
ding  some  nnlQckj  delaya,  my  H<»eB  are  new  high,  with  reipeot  to 
the  Northern  £zpedifcion ;  I  mnat  howeyer  leave  this  pleasing  espea- 
tationi  and  eay  a  Word  or  Two  of  the  deplorable  Situation  of  Nor- 
thamberland  Ooonty ;  Stript  of  the  whole  of  the  standing  Army, 
and  without  a  single  Man  save  the  Militia  ef  the  Gonnty  and  14 
men  nnder  the  Command  of  a  Oapt  Kamplio,  and  alaaoit  every 
Young  Man  on  the  Frontier  enetged  in  the  Boat  Service ;  (hey 
snffer  moro  than  everi  from  the  Savage  Depredalions  of  an  horrid 
Enemy;  every  thing  above  Manay  HiUy  is  abandoned ;  a  large  Body 
of  above  forty  Savages  had  penetrated  as  far  as  Freeland's  Mills  ; 
,  Freeland  and  Sandry  others  have  fallen  Viotims  to  them  i  Tb^  were 
still  hovering  about  the  Settlement^  when  I  came  away ;  In  ehort 
nothing  seems  wanting  on  their  part  Bat  a  proper  degree  of  Spirit 
(and  upon  some  oeoarions  they  have  amnifested  eaouca  of  it)  for  to 
make  one  bold  push  for  Sonbury,  and  destroy  the  Magazine  whiob 
is  now  collecting  there  for  the  Support  of  the  Army ;  I  have  spoke 
to  Col.  Hunter  for  a  guard,  for  the  Magasine,  But  in  Yaini  He  is 
not  able  to  protect  the  Flying  Inhabitants.  The  Stores  at  Sunbury 
are  depcaited  in  my  late  dweUing  House,  which  is  large  and  conve- 
niently situated  both  for  defense  and  the  Reception  and  delivery  of 
Stores;  The  Baok  PM  (^it  was  stockaded  last  year  by  Col.  Hartly; 
a  small  ezpenoe  wonld  eompleat  the  Stockade^  i  mount  a  ibw  Swiv- 
els (several  of  which  lie  there  dismounted)  This  and  a  very  small 
Guard  of  Militia  from  Lanpaater  Oenatyi  wDtdd  reader  tho  MagaaiBe 
secure. 

Now  my  dear  Sir,  let  me  not  receive  for  answer,  that  This  or 
much  of  this  is  the  Business  of  the  Bomrd  of  War>  or  ought,  to  en« 
gage  the  attention  of  Congress ;  It  is  an  object  of  Consequence ; 
Between  Three  and  Foar  hundred  Barrels  of  Flour,  Sixty  odd  Bar- 
rels of  Pork,  and  a  large  Quantity  of  Liquors  are  now  forwarding, 
and  at  this  place  to  be  forwarded  to  Sunbury.  It  is  expected  that 
the  march  of  our  Army  will  recall  the  Savages  to  their  own  coun- 
try. Were  they  left  to  their  own  natural  Feelings,  There  is  little 
Boom  to  doubt  But  this  would  be  the  Case  :  But  at  present  they  are 
directed  by  British  Counsels,  and  in  many  of  their  Expeditions  com- 
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manded  bj  Brituk  Offioers ;  a  different  line  of  Conduct  may  there- 
fore be  expected.  • 

I  will  staj  at  this  place  nntil  I  hear  from  you,  and  whatever  ie  to 
be  done  at  Sonbury  for  the  defense  of  the  Magasine  I  am  ready  to 
engage  in ;  I  wish  not  to  complain  of  any  one  nor  would  be  under- 
stood so,  I  howeyer  know  the  wreiohed  slothfulness  of  many  who 
are  engaged  in  the  publiok  Departments;  and  would  rather  do  a 
Peice  of  Busmess  myself,  than  have  the  Trouble  of  callinff  on  them. 

My  present  application  however  cannot  be  eonsiderea  either,  as 
impertincQt  or  eztra^oial,  as  I  have  had  the  charfc  of  the  Maga- 
sine M  Sunbury,  for  some  Time  Past 

I  am  SiTj  with  great  Respect 

your  most  Obed. 

ft  most  Hble.  Sett*^ 

WM.  MACliAT. 

XHrededf 

Publick  Senrice,  Timoliiy  Matkck  SsquirC)  Secreiaiy  to  the 
Hoa'Ue  £xec«tm  OouneU  of  P4iinsylTSAia. 


•■"iva*i 


Pabb.  Bbw  to  Com'x.  QMSSfjj»  ov  Issusa,  1779. 

Sir, 

Yml  wai  obligsmd  by  letting  OcL  Bull  have  a  few  empty  Hhds« 
to  assist  sinking  the  Ghevau  de  FHie  which  he  will  fetain  or  replace 
as  scon  as  possible.  The  ImportasMe  of  this  Serybs  is  too  consider- 
able especially  since  the  Accounts  from  New  York  to  permit  me  to 
doubt  yoift  Beadinecs  to  acoommedate  him* 

lamKr, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble.  Servi 

iOa.  BBED. 

July  27. 
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Prbsibbnt  Beed  to  the  MabSne  Comhittbe  07 

CoNoassSy  1779. 

In  Gounoil, 

Phaadelphia,  Julj  28th,  1799. 

Sir, 

I  this  day  laid  before  the  Council  yonr  application  of  (he  twenty- 
fourth  Instant,*  it  being  the  first  day  the  Board  has  m&t  since  it  wto 
receiyed,  and  I  now  have  the  honour  of  oommunieatiBg  to  you  our 
sentiments  thereupon.  The  Bmbaigo  laid  in  this  state  is  by  Aot  of 
Assemblyi.and  is  therefore  not  so  much  in  our  oontroul  as  if  it  had 
been  by  Proclamation.  We  have  examined  the  aDt  with  due  atten- 
tion, and  find  there  is  a  proviso  admitting  an  Exportation  for  **  the 
^^  use  of  the  Fleet  of  His  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  of  the  Armies 
^^  of  the  United  States."  Your  application  therefore  setting  forth 
that  it  is  for  the  omtes  of  His  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  to  be 
exported  to  an  Island  o^ier.  than  that  whera  his  fleet  is  assembled,  has 
occasioned  some  difficulty.  As  it  is  our  most  earnest  wish  to  yield 
a  ohearfttl  compliance  with  this,  as  well  as  every  other  request  you 
may  make,  we  should  endeayoor  to  do  it  on  this  occasion  if  the  pur- 
pose could  be  so  altered  as  to  bring  it  within  the  terms  of  the  Act.-!* 
And  to  facilitate  this  we  transmit  you  an  Extract  of  the  Law  that 
your  Application  may  correspond  therewith,  &  with  which  we  shall 
immediately  comply.  But  how  far  it  is  consistent  with  the  rights  & 
interests  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  staple  is  flour,  to  have  an 
Exportation  of  that  article,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  when 
•by  the- operation  of  the  Embargo  the  value  of  tiie  commodify,  and  the 
price  is  reduoed  within  the  state,  may  be-a  question.  If  no  Embargo 
existed  we'grant  the  United  States  are  as  proper  purchasets  as  any,  but 
we  have  oor  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  measure  in  our  present 
situation,  and  submit  these  doubts  to  your  eonsidention.  If  the  Com- 
mittee think  they  can  remove  them«  We  have  no  objection  to  a  con- 
ference our  desires  being  to  render  every  service  to  Congress  consis- 
tent with  our  special  duty  to  the  state  in  particular.  And  as  the 
Disappointmetit  in  the  present  Instance  may  be  attended  with  some 
Inconvenience,  we  have  concluded  to  give  Permission  for  the  present 
Quantity,  it  being  understood  that  it  be  not  made  a  Precedent  for 
future  Cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  much  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  hum.  servant. 

*  Pago  679.  t  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  69,  61. 
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Col.  Sah0bl  Huntbb  to  Ool.  Matthsv  Ssorff,  1779; 

Sonbnry^  28th  July,  1779. 

Pear  Sirj 

'  This  Davi  aboat  twelve  o'Clook,  an  Ezprees  anriyed  from  Oapt. 
Boon's  miily  informinff  na  that  Fxeeland's  Fort  was  sarrooDded  oy 
a  pttrty  of  Indian%  ana  Imediately  after  that  another  Eizpress  oamei 
informing  that  it  was  Barned  and  all  the  Garrison  Either  killed  or 
:  taken  pnsonera  ;  the  party  that  went  from  Boon's  See  a  Namhw  of 
Indians  &  some  Bed  Coats  walking  Bound  the  Fort  (or  where  it 
bad  been)  after  that  there  was  a  fireing  heard  o$  towards  Chilisqoakei 
whioh  makes  ns  believe  that  the  Savages  is  nomerons,  and  partys  is 
g^ng  off  from  this  l^own  &  Northnmb',  to  y*  Belief  of  the  Garrison 
at  Bioon's,  as  there  is  a  number  of  Women  and  Children ;  there  was 
at  Freeland's  Fort  fifty  Womea  and  Ohildreny  and  about  thirty  men 
and  God  knows  what  is  become  of  them;  by  this  you  may  know  onr 
Distressed  Sitoation  at  this  present  time.  General  Sollivan  would 
send  us  no  Aiasistanoei  and  our  Neighbouring  Countys  has  lost  the 
Virtue  they  were  onoe  Possessed  of,  dr  otherwise  we  would  had  some 
Belief  before  this  time ;  this  I  write  in  a  Confused  manner,  as  I  am 
Just  marching  of  up  Ae  West  Branoh|  with  the  party  we  have  Cot 
looted. 

I  am,  D'  S'l  your  Humble  Serv*; 

SAML.  HUNTfiS. 

N.  B.    Bouse  ye  inhabitants  there  or  we  are  all  Buined  here.-« 
8.  H. 

Direetedf 
To  Col.  Mathew  Smith,  Paxton. 
To  be  forwarded  by  Doctor  Francis  Alison  by  Express. 


.  Fbancis  Alubov^  Jb.,  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 
D'flir, 

At  the  particular  Bequest  of  Ool.  Hunter,  I  inform  you  that 
Freeland's  Fort,  the  most  advanced  Post  on  the  frontien  of  the 
west  Branch,  had  on  Wednesday  last  three  of  the  Oarrison  killed  ft 
scalped,  (one  only  shot)  within  sixty  Yards  of  the  fert,  &  two  made 
prisoners;  their  Number  of  Indians  appeared  to  be  upwards  of  thirty 
in  the  open  View  of  the  .Gnrrison;  Belief  was  sent  immediate^ 
from  Bwn's  Fort  ft  the  two  Towns,  ft  additional  force  waa  \fitt 
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behind  to  j*  nmoBUnee,  notwithstaiidiiiff  which,  they  ftttaeked  them 
this  ]iioii|i»f^  ft  by  latiilligenoe  received  fr^si  persess  ef  erediti  aenft 
oat  fts  spies,  they  had  sarronnded  the  fort,  were  walking  careleadj 
aromtd  it,  i&  the  Gates  Were  thrown  open.  This  Acoonnt  arriTod  by 
Express  from  Maj.  Smith  at  twelve  o'cdook,  sinoe  when  Mr.  Tneg,  seDt 
by  Gap*  Nelson^  informs  y*  other  spies  had  seen  The  Forts  and  'Stub  in 
Ashen,  the  mill  still  standing,  ft  the  Indians  appestred  very  minercNia, 
among  whom  were  i$ome  Rdl  Ckmls,  supposed  to  be  Begnlai»^-4h*t 
thirty-fcrnr  men  had  tamed*  oat  from  Boon's  FoK,  to  Believe  Ftee- 
land's  Fort,  of  whom  there  is  not  tiie  least  inteMigonoe. 

The  Garrison  of  Freeland  V.  oonnsted  of  thirty-two  inen,  foorteen 
of  whom  were  nine  months  men,  ft  had  in  it  npwards  of  forty  women 
ft  Children.  The  sitoalioa  of  this  Ooanty  is  traly  akrming,  ft 
deplorable  to  the  last  degtree.  The  Oontinental  Garrisons  fotmeAj 
posted  here  are  a{l  drawn  off,  exo^t  a  seif  Gmtd,  ft  by  aoooimtfl 
received  very  lato  last  Nlriit  from  Wioming,  they  need  not  espeet 
any  Proteodon  from  Gen.  atUivanj  ^  he  seems  qnito  regardless  of  tiie 
meknoholy  Situation  of  these  onhappy  people.''  If  any  Belief  ean 
possibly  be  adbrded  it  should  be  given  instantly,  otherwise  the  Towiui 
of  Northumberland  ft  Sunbury  must  be  the  Barriers. 

I  am,  in  great  esteemi 

J'  very  (lamUe  Serv.j 

FBA.  ALLISON^  J'. 
Sunbury,  July  28%  '79. 

Oornp*  to  H"  BUer,  to  Bev«  H'  Elder  ft  Family. 
Excuse  basto* 
N.  B.    We  have  just  heard  y*  Gap^  Boon  is  killed. 

Direeiedf 

Express. 
To  Col.  Joshua  Elder,  Sub  Lieutenant  Lancaster  C*. 


Col.  Saml.  Huitcsk  to  William  Maclat,  1779. 

Banbury,  29«  July,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  Morning,  Early,  there  was  a  party  of  Indians  &  Begukr 
Troojpe  AtMted  Fart  Freeiand ;  the  Firing  wis  heard  at  Booties  plaee, 
when  a  party  of  Thirty  man  tuffi»Bd  o«t  from  that  under  the  Commattd 
of  Ot^  Boofii  but^befozB  he  Arrived  at  Fori  Fredand  thoGarrisoa  had 
Bwrradere4»  and  the  British  Troops  and  Savages  was  paraded  Bound 
^e  Prisoner^  ft  Hke  Fort  ft  Hauasa  a^eent  set  on  ire.  Cap^  Boon 
and  his  pirty  fired  briskly  on  y  Enemy,  but  was  soon  Svrratnded 
by  a  bN*0i  pi^y.«f  Indians;  thaie  waathMeea  KiUd  of  our  Poofle 
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Mid  OiLfl^  Boon  Uwplf  UDcmg  tto  Sltin.  Hie  Bagote  Offitet  tliti 
OomuiMded  waa  tin  aane  of  M^Doimid ;  ho  kt  tbe  Wc^onn  oad 
'Cbikiion  ^  oAor  havewg  thom  a  Oam&doitblo  tkio  in  Oootodoy. 
Tbo  Toim  of  NoitlivmliorioBd  wm  the  Froniior  hai  night,  ond  I  afti 
•Ihnd  fhwbory  will  be  this  nighl  .Ii  there  any  PociBahilitj  of 
geting  ioaie  ABOitoaeo  from  toot  OoniKj?  If  it  vm  hot  to  moot 
the  poor  Women  end  GhUdfea  on  their  Road  down  the  Goontrj. 
Yon  maj  easily  form  an  Idea  of  onr  Distress  by  what  you  see  last 
Year,  but  this  is  a  Great  deal  Worse,  as  there  is  no  Relief  from  any 
Quarter.  There  was  about  three  Hundred  of  y*  Enimy,  ft  the  one 
third  of  them  was  white  men|  as  the  Prisoners  informs  us,  that  made 
their  Escape. 

1  am  D*  8% 

your  most  Hmnb*  Sert^, 

SAM'L  HUNTER. 
N.  B.    It  must  be  Butler's  party. 

8', 

Please  write  Coun<»l  by  Express  on  Rec*  of  this,  as  it  may  be 
depended  uppon,  &  do  all  yon  can  for  your  poor  distressed  County. 

s.  a. 

—Please  to  forward  the  inclosed  to  my  .Brother. 
DirtcUdf 
William  Maday,  BMfy  V  WiOiaiQ  Hanis,  EspMSi  Patten. 


John  Bujwm  «o  Wlr«  Maclat,  1779. 

Stmbnryi  July  29th|  1779.. 
Dear  Sir, 

On?  ntaalfam  aft  this  time  ii  very  alarming^  yestrnday  Honunff 
freelandfl  fort  was  ataokted  by  Not  less  than  800  british  troopa  £ 
Indians  they  acted  on  the  defensive  as  long  as  they  could  well  but 
found  it  impraoti^ble  io  hold  out  any  lonser  after  the  Eneymajf  had 
sent  in  three  flags  desiring  them  to  surender  the  Last  Mentioning  if 
they  did  not  they  would  put  them  to  the  sword  every  ope,  thn  oJloer 
Who  commanded  the  garison  Capitulated  on  thes  terms,  vis.|  that 
the  men  should  be  prisoners  of  warr,  the  women  ft  Children  were  to 
po  down  to  the  tonne  Nm'  &  Sunbury  nnmolestedy  the  whole  killed 
m  the  fort  was  four  men,  Capt.  boon  who  went  out  for  their  Relief 
fell  in  with  the  Enemy  Capt.  Kompeton  who  observed  the  first  In- 
dian on  guard  shot  him  dead  on  the  Spot  then  a  par^  Ralyed  out 
of  the  mill  and  defhted  bon's  Gompanyi  killed  boon,  Uapi  doharty, 
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Oapt  hamiKm  A  ftll  tlio  Rml  or  took  of  the  pasty  only  IB  eaoq»ttd 
Northu<*  is  now  the  fhmteer  yon  may  jodge  of  oar  Sifcaation  my 
famtty  is  jnst  as  yoa  loft  them,  onr  store  is  Near  empfy  be^  talt  & 
fresh  is  oat  here  your  Oare  in  this  is  Necessary  &  yonr  inflaenoe  to 
get  OS  aid*— wee  do  not  finde  that  there  was  more  ^aa  eight  or  ion 
Of  the  Baemy  kilied,  Ezoept  of  my  nnooreot  Letter  don  in  haete. 

*  ft  My  best  wishes 

JNO.  BUYERS. 

Directedf 

On  pablick  Service. 

Mr.  Wm.  Maclay,  A.C.  P.|  Paxton. 

With  all  pesable  Speed. 


Francis  Alison  Jr.,  to  Col.  Joshua  Eldbb,  1779, 
8', 

Since  mine  of  the  28th  we  hsTe-  receiyed  j»articalar  Insirnotioiis 
from  Ft.  Freeland;  by  women  who  had  been  in  the  Fort — ^They  saj 
the  garrison  Surrendered  after  making  a  noble  bat  short  renstanee^ 
&  after  being  thnoe  sumrnoned;  they  Capitaliated  in  form  the  Gopy 
of  it  has  not  yet  come  to  hand.  Of  the  G-arrison  foar  were  killed,  & 
thirteen  Scalpes  were  bronghi  into  the  fort  in  a  Pocket  Hankerohief 
amongst  whome  were  Capt.  Boone  &  Dooffhert/s  supposed  to  belong 
to  the  party  from  Boones  Fort  w*^  attacked  the  Britisn,  Indians  &0.9  £ 
even  got  in.  among  Jthe  people  who  were  prisoners  with  tbem,  but  were 
obliged  to  fly  on  aoo^  of  superiority  of  numbers,  13  or  14  of  y*  party 
haFeoqme  in|  they  &  the  women  of  F.  F.,  estimate  the  number  of  the 
Enemy  at  between  3  &  4  hundred,  one  third  of  whom  are  Begnlar 
Troops.  Boones  F.,  is  evacuated  &  Northumberland  Town  is  already 
the  Frontier*— Harry  if  possible  all  the  asristanoe  possible  with'  at* 
most  haste,  or  else  the  Oonsequenees  on  our  side  will  be  dreadful. 

I  am  S'  4c., 

FRANCIS  ALISON,  Jr. 
Sanbnrry,  July  29,  79. 

The  CommandiDg  officer  is  said  to  be  a  Capt  McDonald  who  inti- 
mated to  the  women  y^  a  party  was  still  in  the  rear.^ 

Directed, 

Express. 

Col  Joshua  Elder,  Sub  Lutenant  Lancaster  Co. 
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Wh.  Maclat  to  Covvan^  1779. 

PaxtoD,  Jaly  SOlbi  1779. 
Sir, 

The  won!  that  we  oan  fear  tot  Northnmberland  Goonty  is  like  to 
happeiL  Barly  on  the  28th  The  Fort  at  Freelatid's  mill  was  invested 
by  aboat  100  British  Regulars  and  200  Indians  under  the  oommand 
of  an  offioer  of  the  name  of  McDonald — ^Tbey  defended  themselves 
for  some  Time,  were  three  times  snmaBoned  to  aorrender,  a  Capita- 
lation  was  agreed  on,  the  men  Prisoners  of  war,  the  Women  and 
Children  leave  to  go  to  the  Towns  of  Northumberland  and  Snnbury 
ft  we  know  not  with  oertaintyrhow  these  Terms  have  been  observed, 
Capt  Boon  ob  hearing,  tha  Firing  advanoed  to  the  Belief  of  Fort 
Freeland,  with  thirty  men,  his  defeat  was  the  oonseqaence,  himself 
and  many  more  killed.  The  Situation  of  Northumberland  Countyy 
beyond  desoription  distressing,  not  a  single  Inhabitant  north  of 
Northnmberland  Town — ^These  Facts  asoertaioed  by  Letters  from 
Col.  Htnter,  DoeCr  Alison  and  others  byexptoflBthis  momentmnived 
No  Expectation  of  Relief  from  Gen.  Sullivan;  the  last  accounts  men- 
tion his  being  to  maveh  on  Monday  last. 

I  need  not  ask  you  what  is  to  be  done,  Help  Help ;  or  the  Towns 
of  Sunbnry  and  Northnmberland  must  fall ;  our  whole  Frontier  laid 
open,  and  the  Communication  with  Gen.  Sullivan's  army  is  out  off. 

wilh  great  Respao^ 

y»  most  Obed*  Bert*, 

WM.  MACLAY. 

Directed, 

Publick  Service. 

Timothy  Matlaek,  Ssq,^  Sacntairy  to  the  Hon' hie  Exeentive 
Goanoil  of  PeMaylvaoia. 


mmm 


Ma/.  GflV.  £lnu.iYAH  «o  Col.  John  Cook,  1779i. 

Hesd  Quartan,  July  30th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Nothing  Could  aflFoaid  me  more  pleasure  than  to  Relieve  the 
Distressed,  or  to  have  it  in  my  Power  to  add  to  the  Safety  of  your 
Settlement,  but  should  I  Comply  with  the  Requisition  made  by  you 
it  would  Effectualy  answer  the  intention  of  the  Enemy,  and  Destroy 
the  Ghrand  Object  of  this  Expeditioa.  To  mcmrow  the  Army  moves 
from  this  place  and  by  Carrying  the  war  Imediately  into  tho  Indian 
Country,  it  wUl  most  Certainly  Draw  them  out  of  yours. 
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For  yoar  present  Safety  I  must  refer  yon  to  the  Council  of  your 
State  for  assistance,  Certainly  it  will  be  mnted  without  much  incon- 
yeniance  as  the  State  has  neglected  to  furnish  the  Troops  promis'd 
for  this  Bxpedition. 

I  am  Sir^ 

your  m(^.  ob* 

h'bbe  Serv* 

JNO.  SULLIVAN. 

A  True  Copy  by  Matt*  Smith. 

Directed^ 
On  pubiie  seryice. 
To  Colo.  Jno.  Cook,  J>.  Q.  M.  0.|  Norlhumberisad. 


Maj.  Obn.  Sullivan  to  Col*  Sam'l  Huhteb,  1779. 

Head  Quarters  Wyomingi 

July  y  30th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  Dated  the  28th  Ins'  I  rece'd  this  Day,  with  the  Dis- 
agreeable inteligence  of  the  loss  of  Fort  Freeland,  your  situation  in 
Consequence  must  be  unhappy,  I  feel  for  you,  and  could  wish  to 
assist  you,  but  the  good  of  the  service  will  not  admit  of  it,  The 
Object  of  this  Expedition  is  of  such  a  nature,  and  its  Consequenoes 
so  Extensive  that  to  turn  the  course  of  this  Army  would  be  unwise, 
unsafe  &  impolitic 

Nothing  can  so  Effectually  draw  the  indians  out  of  your  Country, 
as  Carrying  the  War  into  theirs,  Tomorrow  morning  I  shall  march 
with  the  Whole  Army  for  Tioga,  and  must  leave  you  to  call  npOD 
the  Council  of  your  State  for  such  assistance  as  may  serve  to 
Relieve  you  from  your  present  perilous  situation.  As  Pennsylvania 
has  neglected  to  furnish  me  with  the  Troops  promised  for  this  Ex- 
pedition, she  Certainly  will  be  enabled  to  defend  her  Frontiers  with- 
out much  inconvenience. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  mos.  ob^ 

Humb*  Serv* 

JOHN  SULLIVAN. 

P.  S.  The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  major  General  Sullivans 
letter  to  me. 

SAM'L  HUNTBB. 
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Additidn  to  the  foregoing,  bj  Gol.  Smith. 

The  aboTe  ia  a  Copy  of  a  letter  to  Col"  Hunter  in  answer  to 
one  of  the  28th,  but  nothing  wonld  be  Done,  indeed  the  General 
seems  to  have  had  it  in  View  from  his  first  Arrival  at  Wyoming  to 
hare  the  Oonnty  Rednoed  to  what  it  now  is.  It  appears  however  ui 
several  instanees  he  is  no  friend  to  this  State,  the  Evaoaation  of  fort 
Wallace  ft  Drawing  all  the  men  from  the  Frontiers  6  or  6  weeks 
before  he  March',  in  my  Opinion  speaks  very  plain,  the  People  of 
this  County  is  petitioning  in  very  Strong  terms,  &  will  Bequest  a 
hearing  against  the  Gen^j 

I  am^Sir, 

yomkOf 

MATPW  SMITH. 

Ifot  directed. 


Prbstdbnt  Rbbd  to  Moks.  Gerard,  1779. 

In  Council, 

P*,  July  80th,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  hope  you  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  excuse  my  not  acknowledging 
your  Favour  of  the  28  Inst,  at  an  earlier  Hour  when  I  acquaint  you 
that  I  did  not  receive  it  till  Monday  Evening  at  German  Town,  the 
next  Day  I  laid  it  before  the  Council  &  have  ever  since  been  so 
indisposed  as  to  be  confined  to  my  Chamber*  But  I  take  the  frst 
Moment  of  Health  to  assure  you  that  the  Importance  of  its  Contents 
shall  have  the  most  serious  Attention,  &  I  trust  that  upon  this  as 
well  as  every  other  Occasion  the  Yeneration  &  Regard  due  to  his 
most  Christian  Majesty,  &  the  Rights  Honour  &  Interest  of  his  Offi- 
cers, &  the  personal  Respect  so  justly  due  to  you  in  particular,  will 
be  manifested  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have  the  Honor  to 
be  with  every  Sentiment  of  Respect  &  Esteemi 

Sir, 

your  most  obed. 

&  very  Hbble  Serv.* 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Yol.  XXL,  p.  00. 
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Col.  Abax  Hublbt  to  PaasmBHT  RnD,  1779. 

WyoBuog,  in  Peaa%  Jalj  60^,  1779. 
«t, 

I  have  the  honour  to  adcnowledge  the  receipt  of  joor  faTonr  ^ 
Capi.  Bock. — I  take  this  oppertanity  of  aincerely^thankiog  jonr 
Ezoellency  for  your  kind  &  good  wbhee  towards  my  R^ment— I 
shall  leet  satisfy'd,  that,  that  attention  to  my  Kegiment  m  genexooalj 
promb'd  by  your  Excellency  will  be  in  the  fullest  oomply'd  with. 

When  I  wrote  yon  last,  I  was  in  hopes  the  Frontiers  on  the 
Western  branch  would  be  in  perfect  seeurity, — ^but  a  letter  from 
that  qnarter  which  arrived  last  evening,  informs  me  otherwise.  A 
party  of  British  &  Savages,  tinder  the.oommand  of  a  Gapt  McDonal, 
nas  kilFd  &  taken  a  party  of  men  stationed  at  Fort  Freeling,  and 
committed  other  cruel  acts, — amongst  the  slun  its  said  is  Captuns 
Boone  &  Camplan — ^They  are  taking  and  destroying  every  thing 
before  them, — ^some  Accounts  say  they  are  pushing  for  Northumber- 
land. As  no  troops  from  hers  are  ordered  down  to  oppose  them,  I 
fear  the  consequences.  The  Commander  in  chief  for  this  depsit- 
ment  is  disposed  to  judge  that  the  Enemy  think  by  this  maneuvere, 
and  thatperfbrmed  by  Brand  at  Idie  Minesinks,  to  draw  his  attention 
that  way,  he  is  determined  at  all  events  to  keep  his  Army  compact 
and  close,  and  march  immediately  up  the  river  for  the  Seneca  coun- 
try—It may  probably  have  the  desired  effect.  In  my  humble 
oppinioni  I  Mnk  it  would  answer  an  exceeding  good  end  if  a  de- 
tachment of  500  men  from  this  Army  were  detach'd  and  sent  on 
the  Western  branch,  as  they  would  have  it  in  their  power  effectually 
to  scour  thai  country,  and  be  at  Tioga  nearly  as  soon  as  the  main 
body— tills  wottkl  haw  given  relieve  to  the  poor  Inhabitants,  and 
wovdd  by  no  means  have  delayed  the  expedilaon. 

I  dent  mean  by  giving  my  opptni(m  so  freely,  to  throw  the  least 
reteetion  on  the  Gommander,-*rm  confident  he  acts  from  pure 
principals,  and  for  the  good  of  the  pubHe  In  general,  no  Man  can  be 
more  vigilant  k  assiduous,  I  sincerely  wish  his  labours  may  be 
crown'd  with  laurels. 

In  my  last  I  think  I  mentioned  some  ace*  we  had  received  of  SOO 
Indians  k  British,  which  we  expected  to  harrass  our  march  between 
this  &  Voga.  Those  parties  which  have  made  their  appearance 
near  Minesinks  &  West  branch  of  the  fiusquehanab,  its  supposed 
compose  that  party.  Its  probable  on  our  moving  into  the  Indian 
Country,  they  may  retire  and  join  their  main  body. 

To  morrow  morning  we  march,  and  I'm  sory  to  say,  exceedingly 
ill  provided  to  carry  thro'  this  extensive  expedition. 

The  same  unparallerd  conduct  of  those  knployed  in  supplying 
this  Army,  seems  still  to  exist  I  hope  to  see  the  day  when  the 
delinqnenta  will  be  brought  to  proper  punishment. 
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Ton  ha^e  b^ore  thifl  reeeived  the  AmDgenieiii  of  t&y  Bej^flMfBti 
nutvally  agreed  to  &  settled  by  the  whole  of  the  o£Beere  of  the  smie. 

I  hope  it  has  met  with  jour  ExoellenejB  and  the  Hon^  Gonnolla 
approbatm.  I  wonld  eeteem  il  a  most  particvlar  fevoiur  if  tba 
GommiaBiona  for  the  offioen  woald  be  forwatded  bj  the  fint  oppor- 
tnnitj. 

Mr.  Samuel  Keed  ^a  native  &  lover  of  Penn*)  now  aotinff  as  an 
Ensign  in  my  Reg^  by  virtue  of  a  Gen*  Order  dated  July  SSth,  ia 
desirous  of  being  Commissioned  as  sueh,  and  requeata  I  would  leeom- 
mend  him  to  your  BxeeUeucT  &  th(^  Hon.  the  Gounoil|  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  good  oharaoter  which  I  have  of  him,  besides  his  genteel 
&  agreeable  oonduot  k  behaviouri  whilst  a  Volunteer  in  the  Begi- 
menty  particularly  merrits  notice. 

I  would  therefore  beg  your  Ezcellenoys  interest  for  that  purpofle; 
and  make  no  doubt  he  will  do  honoar  to  the  appointment. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  sincerity, 

your  Ezoel^  moat  ob*  hum*  Serv. 

AD-  HUBLEY, 

Lt.  Colo.  Com.  11th  Bt 

My  Beg*  I  fear  will  be  almost  totally  naked  before  we  can  possibly, 
return. — I  have  soaroaly  a  ooat  or  blanket  for  every  aeveath  Aan. 
The  State  Stores  are  all  issufdj  &  delivered  to  ^  B^. 


William  Maclay  to  Ooitkoil,  17T9. 

Paxton^  July  30th,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  to  you  about  an  Hour  ago.  But  for  fear  of  Accidenta  write 
again.  A  Body  of  one  hundred  Bepulars  and  Two  hundred  Indians, 
have  fallen  in  the  Bear  of  Gen.  Sullivan's  Army ;  They  attacked 
Freeland's  Fort  the  28th ;  a  Defense  was  made  for  some  time,  arti- 
cles of  Surrender  offered,  and  at  last  accepted.  Boon  heating  the 
Firing,  came  from  hia  Fort  about  thia  Time,  with  thirty  Men, 
attacked,  was  beaten,  and  lost  his  Life.  The  Enemy  are  commanded 
by  a  British  Officer,  of  the  name  of  Bt«Donald.  I  gave  Col.  Hunter's 
Letter,  which  I  just  now  reo'd  by  Express,  to  Mr.  Elder,  one  of  the 
Sub  Lieutenants,  and  therefore  cannot  enclose  it  to  yon,  as  I  other- 
wiae  would.  GoL  Hunter  writes  That  Northumberland  Town  was 
the  Frontier  the  night  before  last.  The  Distress  of  the  Flying 
Inhabitants  great  beyond  Description.  The  Design  of  the  Enemy 
supposed  to  be  the  Possession  of  the  Towns  of  Sunbury  and  North- 
umberland, and  of  the  Stores  to  be  found  there— and  of  Course 
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oBtiiag  off  the  ConmuDioation  with  Gen.  Solliviii's  anaj.  It  is 
eyea  said  That  another  Bodj  of  the  Enemj  are  following  McDonald. 
I  need  say  noting  more^.the  ocoaaion  of  support  ib  to  the  laet  desree 
preesingy  am  in  the  utmost  Hastei  with  great  Beapeoti  y  most  oned^ 

&  very  H'bble  Berrt, 

WM.  MACiLAT. 

Dirededf 

Publiek  Seryiee. 

To  Timothy  Matlack|  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  ezecatire 
Connoil  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  favoor  of  Cfapt^  Boms. 


William  Maclay  to  Council,  1779. 

Paxton,  30th  July,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  wrote  to  you  twice  of  this  date  before  the  present  Letter  ; 
I  now  inclose  a  number  of  Letters  rec'd  fh)m  Ool.  Hunter  and  others 
in  Northumberland  County,  by  which  you  will  easily  see  the  deplo- 
rable Situation  they  are  reduced  to.  I  will  go  up  to  morrow  to 
Carlisle  and  endeavour  to  prevul  on  the  artificers  who  are  embodied 
at  that  place  to  march  immediately  to  Sunbury.  It  is  likely  I  may 
be  refused— could  not  Council  do  something  in  such  a  Business  ?  I 
am  told  it  is  part  of  their  engagement  to  do  military  Duty  when 
necessary.  .  SevecaL  Volunteers  have  promised  to  march  for  Sunbury 
-—we  look  up  to  Council  for  their  most  strenuous  exertions  in  our 
Favour. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  greatest  Bespect,  - 

Y'  most  obed.  &  most  H'bble  Serv't, 

WM.  MACLAT. 
Directedj 
Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,*  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  Council,  Phila. 

*  flee  precediDg  pages. 
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WiLUAH  Chbbnbt,  Agent  of  Yore  Co.,  to  Prssibbkt 

Rbed,  1779. 

York  County,  8d  July,  1779. 
Hay  it  please  yoor  Excellency, 

Permit  me  to  aoqoaint  your  Excellency  of  our  Sittoation  in  tbia 
place  as  to  Agents  appointed  for  Confiscated  Esiates.  No  person 
that  was  appointed  Ever  took  the  oath  I>irected  or  Served  bnt  three, 
viz.,  Robert  Stevenson,  Esq.,  James  Nailer,  Esq.,  and  myselfe;  one 
of  which  is  Bead  *,  Mr.  Nailer  is  Sick,  I  think  unto  Death,  and  I 
have  been  in  a  bad  State  of  health  this  Long  time,  unable  to  Ride 
out,  though  frequently  InsuHed  by  the  Disaffected  friends,  and  Da^ed 
to  Do  our  Duty,  therefore  I  request  your  Excellency  to  appoint  some 
other  to  assist  me.  I  would  Regg  leave  to  Recotnmend  William 
Mitchell,  Esq.,  as  a  fitt  person,  I  expect  he  will  serve,  and  assist  me 
with  Resolution.  I  know  no  other  of  my  Acquaintance,  accept 
major  James  Dill,  perhaps  Both  would  be  Necessary,  the  Sooner  the 
appointment  the  Better.  I  have  the  Honor  of  Being  your  Excel- 
lency's Obedt.  Hum'  Servant, 

WILLIAM  CHESNEY.*    [ 
To  his  Excelc',  Joseph  Reed.  i 


.M 


Prbs.  Rbed  to  William  Hbnrt  CflAiRHAH  kc.y  1779. 

•  July  80th,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

.  Your  Memorial  of  the  Inst  has  been  duly  laid  before  this  Board. 
Since  which  M'  Holker  has  in  the  most  explicit  Terms  assured  us 
that  the  Flour  in  Question  &  which  is  now  in  your  Hands  was 
actually  purchased  for  the  Use  of  his  most'  Christian  Majesty. 
Wherefore  as  we  observe  you  lay  no  Claim  of  Property  we  are  of 
Opinion  your  delivering  the  Flour  to  us  as  the  Supreme  Authority 
of  the  State  will  be  proper  &  necessary  in  order  that  it  may  be  dis- 
posed of  as  in  Justice  &  Propriety  it  ought — We  conceive  this  also 
to  be  a  happy  Step  to  composing  the  Differences  which  have  arisen 
on  this  Subject  k  a  desirable  measure  towards  Tranquillity  & 
publick  Confidence. 

I  am  Sir. 

P.  S.  A  Committee  of  Congress  being  about  to  meet  this 
Evening  at  5  o' Clock  on  this  Business  your  Answer  previous  thereto 
is  requested. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  64. 
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Pebs,  Bbsd  to  William  Hkstrt  Chairmait  &c.,  1779. 

PhiladelpbU,  Jaly  Slot,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  received  joor  Letter  this  afternoon  enclosing  the  order  for  the 
floor  whioh  hiui  been  broa^  from  Wilmineton  snd  has  remuned  in 
your  banda,  and  which  being  declared  by  M'  Holker  to  have  beea 
purchased  for  the  French  Fleet  ia  now  |^ven  up  on  the  requisition 
of  OounciL 

I  have  else  received  and  perosed,  and  laid  befoie  the  Council  of 
the  State,  the  representation,  made  by  you  on  that  subjeot  Utgether 
with  the  papen  therein  refeired  to  and  have  been  in  like  manner 
favoured  by  M'  Holker  with  a  counter  Bepceaentation  and  sundry 
papers  in  Vindication.  And  tho  no  official  or  formal  Judgment  has 
been  pronounced,  I  am  dear  in  expressing  my  own  and  the  opinion 
of  the  Council  that.^^  thempcmerg  the  purchasing  agent  has  been 
evading  the  laws  prohibiting  of  Exportation  for  private  gain  of  him- 
self or  others^  and  that  it  is  highly  probable  he  covered  such  a  pro- 
cedure under  the  sanoCion  of  publick  authority— -tho  unauthonied 
by  M'  Holker  so  to  do. 

In  this  view  of  things  while  there  is  a  Justice  due  to  M'  Holker 
whose  name  has  been  used  improporiy  the  publick  motives  of  the 
(Gentlemen  concerned  and  the  dronmstanoes  under  which  it  appeared 
to  them  will  to  an  Bnpve|«idieed  mind,  undoobtedljr  free  tiieir 
proceedings  from  the  imputation  of  wantonly  endeavounng  to  injure 
the.  Interests  of  the  Nation  with  whom  we  are  oonnected  in  Allianoe 
or  private  views  of  maUoe  or  partiality. 

As  Citisens  having  in  View  the  real  interqeta  of  our  common 
Country  in  a  time  of  publick  distress  and  danger,  and  pursuing  these 
objects  I  cannot  but  wish  you  success. 

lam  sir 

Your  obedient 

humble  servant 

JOSEPH  BBBD. 
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P&xs.  Rbbd  to  Mb.  Holkbb,  Fbbkoh  Consul. 

Walnut  Street,  July  81»*,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  bare  ehearfully  devoted  the  first  Hours  of  Health  to  yomr 
Application  of  the  21>^  Inst,  which  with  that  of  the  29«S  ft  the 
Papers  inclosed  have  been  the  Sabjeots  of  the  most  deliberate  Atten* 
tion  at  the  Board  where  I  have  the  Honour  to  preside. 

Having  upon  all  Occasions  endeavonred  to  render  the  Dischargo 
of  jour  Duties  in  this  State  easy  &  honourabloi  We  now  most  sin- 
eerely  regret  that  you  should  meet  with  any  Interruption.  The 
Protection  of  the  Officers  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  while 
exercising  their  Functions^  with  a  due  Regard  to  the  Rights  & 
Interests  of  this  State,  are  not  only  entitled  but  shall  receive  effec- 
tual Protection  k  Support  from  the  Authority  of  this  State,  ft  as 
this  is  the  first.  Instance  wherein  that  has  been  required,  we  hope 
the  Event  will  shew  that  not  only  the  Officers  but  the.  meanest 
Subject  of  France  is  in  perfect  Security  from  any  unbecoming  ft 
licentious  Conduct. 

Having  perused  the  Papers  with  which  you  favored  us,  ft  also 
those  from  the  Committee,  we  should  not  have  had  any  Difficulty 
in  giving  a  formal  ft  official  Opinion  on  the  Subject  at  once,  if  we 
had  not  observed  in  the  News  Paper  of  the  Inst^  that  tho'  one  Sett 
of  Inhabitants  had  publickly  censured  your  Conduct,,  another  Sett 
had  in  most  explicit  Terms  approved^  justified  it,  and  as  we  now 
have  been  ioformed  the  several  Papers  which  have  passed  officially 
publickly  communicated — this  is  a  Procedure  to  which,  if  adopted 
by  you,  we  have  not  the  least  Objection,  ft  more  especially  if  upon 
farther  CoDsideration  you  have  thought  the  Injury  of  such  a  Nature 
as  only  to  be  redressed  ft  Mistakes  removed  in  that  Way. — ^In  the 
Report  to  Congress,  which  you  will  doubtless  receive  in  the  same 
offidal  Channell  as  your  Representation  was  conveyed  to  us,  we 
shall  state  our  Sentim*"  on  the  Matter  referr'd  to  us  in  such  a 
Manner  as  Justice  ft  due  Regard  to  mutual  Interests  shall  authorize 
ft  require — to  which  at  present  we  beg  Leave  to  refer  you.  In  the 
mean  Time  we  beg  you  to  favour  us  with  Information  in  a  particular 
which  we  should  not  have  ask'd  if  you  had  not  desired  us  to  inti- 
mate any  Doubt  which  might  occur  in  the  Transaction,  it  being  our 
Wish  to  be  able  to  decide  (so  far  as  we  are  called  upon  to  do)  in 
the  clearest  ManDcr.—- We  observe^it  admitted  on  all  Hands  that  in 
April  Mr.  Rumford  was  shipping  Flour  clandestinely,  that  he  made 
use  of  your  Name,  tho',  by  his  subsequent  acknowledgm^,  without 
any  Right  so  to  do — that  this  being  commmunioated  to  you  he  was 
still  employed  in  the  purchase  of  Flour,  and  thereby  the  Opp^ 
afforded  to  involve  us  in  the  present  unpleasant  Discussion,  whereas 
had  he  been  then  dismissed  with  some  publick  Notification :  if  upon 
Vol.  VII.— 26 
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farther  Inquiry  he  had  not  yindioated  himself  it  would  have  heen  a 
happy  Meaoii  not  only  of  preventing  the  present  Difficulty  but  all 
future  Suspicion;  for  you  are  too  just  &  too  reasonable  to  expect 
that  when  there  ia  a  general  Prohibition  of  Exportation,  Individuals 
oould  be  seen  availing  themselves  of  Indulgencies  of  a  public 
Nature  without  Notice  or  Concern. 

In  this  View  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee,  whose  Motives 
are  laudable,  being  without  any  counter  Information  on  the'  Subject 
from  those  who  could  have  given  it,  and  however  proper  it  mighl 
be  for  you  in  your  publick  Character  to  avoid  any  Intercourse  with 
the  same  Reason  does  not  hold  with  Persons  not  so  intitled  who 
ought,  ft  we  wish  they  had,  given  such  Satisfaction  as  Friends. ft 
Citizens  might  expect.  We  say  under  these  Circumstances  the 
Judgment  of  the  Committee  will  appear  to  an  unprejudiced  Mind 
very  differently  from  what  it  would  have  done  upon  a  Reverse  of 
Circumstances.  For  while  on  the  one  Hand  the  Name  &  Authority 
of  the  King  of  France  itf  entitled  to  every  Mark  of  Veneration  ft 
Respect,  we  are  persuaded  you  will  join  with  us  in  reprobating  its 
being  applied  to  any  private  Views.  My  Sentiments  of  the  Publi- 
oation  having  been  communicated ;  I  need  not  repeat  them,  they 
still  remain  the  same. 

I  have  now  Sir,  to  add  that  having  made  a  formal  Requisition 
of  the  Flour  in  Question,  it  is  given  up  to' the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  who  being  perfectly  satisfi.d  with  the  Assurances  from 
you  are  ready  to  deliver  it  to  vour  Order  without  any  Condition  or 
Limitation  whatsoever,  by  which  we  hope  you  will  clearly  discern 
that  it  is  intended  to  do  aw^  as  far  as  possible  the  exci'ptionable 
Condition  mentioned  in  the  last  Saturdays  Publication. 

Your  own  Observation  ft  Judgment  of  the  Country  must  have 
before  this  Time  led  you  to  remark  the  great  Freedom  of  the  Press 
with  Respect  to  public  Characters. — Ignorance  of  the  Difference 
between  those  of  this  ft  of  a  foreign  Country  may  Jiave  led  to  Error 
in  this  Case,  which  better  Knowledge  &  a  more  attentive  Considera- 
tion may  in  future  prevent,  ft  which  your  Candour  will  lead  you  to 
excuse,  more  especially  when '  you  cannot  Doubt  'the  most  sincere 
Affection  ft  Respect  the  true  Lovers  of  American  Freedom  ft  Inde- 
pendance  bear  to  the  People  of  France,  the  contrary  of  which  can 
only  be  insinuated  by  the  Enemies  of  both,  or  from  Private  Party 
Views  below  the  Dignity  ft  Importance  of  national  Concern. 

We  cannot  but  again  repeat  our  unfeigned  Concern  &  Sorrow  at 
any  Event  which  occasions  you  any  Trouble  or  Impediment  in  the 
Prosecution  of  your  Functions,  ft  as  the  Transactions  of  pr4vate 
Commerce  for  Public  Purposes  appear  so  liable  to  Misconstruction 
ft  Suspicions,  we  beg  Leave  to  tender  you  the  Aid  ft  Exertions  of 
the  Authority  of  the  State,  which  having  Weight  ft  Confidence  will, 
we  think,  prove  an  effectual  Assistance  ft  Security  to  you  in  future. 
We  wish  they  had  been  ask'd  at  an  earlier .  Period,  we  have  no 
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doubt  tbej  would  have  been  more  efficacioosj  &,  cerUunly  more 
'    satisfactory. 

With  Respect  to  the  Title  of  Consul  we  have  to  observe  that  oar 
Credit  to  an  Advertisement  under  the  Name  of  the  Marine  Committee^ 
&  the  Assumption  of  it  bj  a  Gentleman  whose  Veracity  &  Honor 
were  unquestioned,  was  sufficient  to  us  to  concur — but  we  have 
never  yet  had  that  Communication  which  creates  official  Knowledge. 

It  is  also  our  Earnest  Wish  that  the  Right  &  Priviledges  of  the 
oonsular  Character  were  dearly  delineated  by  publick  Authority,  to 
which  we  should  conform  with  the  greatest  Alacrity  &  Cheerfulness. 

With  these  Sentiments  &  with  the  roost  dear  &  explicit  Assa- 
ranoes  of  our  Protection  &  Support  in  the  due  Discharge  of  your 
Office,  &  personal  Respect  &  Attention, 

I  remain  Sir, 

Tour  most  obed. 

&  very  Hbbl.  Ser. 


John  Van  Cahpbn  to  Pbesident  Rsbd,  1779. 

Smithfield,  July  the  31st,  1779. 
Hon'd  Sir, 

The  Bearer  Coll.  Chambers  is  an  ondoubted  friend  to  hift  Cuntry, 
Sub.  Lieu^  of  our  County,  and  an  intelligable  man,  our  Cuntry  is  in 
a  Distressed  situation  in  my  last  to  y^"  Honour  I  mentioned  of  the 
Distress's  of  that  Rich  settlement  called  Mahakemack.  I  flattered 
myself  of  suckcess  of  our  men  that  Step'd  forth  in  Pursuit  of  the 
Enemy  but  my  Expectations  turnd  out  to  the  contrary  I  came  from 
that  place  yesterday,  where  I  went  to  get  the  Particulars  of  the  pre- 
sent Situation  of  that  Cuntry,  I  feare,  without  a  speedy  Relief  this 
Cuntry  will  be  Vacuated  we  have  as  yet  no  hopes  of  any  Relief  from 
the  Interior  parts  of  this  County  your  Militia  seems  to  be  in  Confn* 
sion  at  present.  S'  I  would  Refer  you  to  the  Bearer  Coll.  Chambers 
for  the  particulars  of  our  present  Situation. 

With  Due  Respect 

I  am  s'  your  Honours 

Most  Obdt.  Huble  sert. 

JOHN  VANCAMPEN. 

N.  B.  By  the  Bearer  I  send  y  Honour  an  account  of  the  men 
Missing  that  pursued  the  Enemy. 

Directedf 

To  His  Exedlency  Joseph  Reed,  Pres't  of  the  Executive  Gounoill 
att  Philaddphta. 

^  favour  of  Coll.  Chambers. 


604  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779. 


Pbbs.  Heed  to  Moks.  Gebabd,  1779. 

In  Coanoil,  Philad-,  July  81«*,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  now  the  Honoar  of  addressing  you  in  Answer  to  the  Bep- 
resenlation  you  were  pleased  to  make  to  this  Board  on  the  24  luat^ 

When  to  etrery  Principle  -of  Publick  Affection,  Policy  &  Justice 
there  is  added  our  Experience  of  your  personal  Friendship  to  America 
Attachment  &  engaging  Deportment  to  the  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania 
of  every  Rank  all  Professions  on  our  Part  to  make  your  Residence 
in  the  State  happy  easy  &  honourable  roust  be  unnecessary. — It  is  not 
easy  therefore  for  us  to  find  Language  to  express  our  Concern  at  any 
Transaction  which  may  disturb  your  Repose  k  interrupt  the  Exercise 
of  those  Functions  discharged  with  so  much  Honour  to  yourself  & 
Satisfaction  to  those  who  are  called  to  take  any  Part  in  publick 
Affairs.  In  some  Communications  which  the  Hon.  Congress  have 
been  pleased  to  make  us  we  also  S3e  with  great  Concern  Apprehen- 
sions &re  expressed  the  Reality  of  which  we  should  deplore  as  an 
Evil  of  the  first  Magnitude — Be  assured.  Sir,  that  the  Citizens  of 
Philad* — of  Pennsylvania  cannot  entertain  Sentiments  so  unworthy—- 
but  if  there  are  any  so  lost  to  every  Sense  of  Propriety,  Decency  & 
Order  the  Authority  of  tha  State  has  Power  equal  to  its  Inclination 
to  check  So  suppress  so  licentious  &  wicked  a  Procedure. 

We  entreat  you  therefore  to  dismiss  every  Idea  so  painful  and  so 
dishonourable  to  us  as  that  of  personal  Insult  &  repose  Confidence 
in  us  when  we  confirm  to  you  our  Assurances  of  the  Affection^  Res- 
pect &  Esteem  of  our  Constituents.  And  if  there  are  any  persona 
who  presume  to  insinuate  Danger  of  the  Outrages  suggested  in  your 
Representations  we  most  earnestly  request  you  to  consider  them 
either  as  ignorant  of  the  real  Sentiments  of  those  of  whom  they 
speak,  or  as  acting  from  less  honourable  Motives.  * 

I  have  now  the  Honour  of  acquunting  you  that  upon  tho>  Requisi- 
tion of  the  Board  the  Flour  in  Question  &  which  has  given  Rise  to 
this  unhappy  Discussion  is  delivered  up  to  this  Board,  &  that  it  is 
ready  to  be  put  into  the  Disposal  of  Mr.  Holker  or  any  Person  he 
may  direct  for  the  Purposes  of  its  original  Destination  without  any 
Condition  or  Restriction,  a  Measure  which  we  hope  both  as  to  you 
&  himself  will  be  considered  as  Relinquishment  of  those  Terms 
which  form  a  Ground  of  your  Complaint  Our  Desire  to  make  the 
most  early  &  explicit  Avowal  of  our  Sentiments  &  Intentions  has 
induced  us  to  make  this  Communication,  at  the  same  Time  all  other 
Business  being  laid  aside  we  are  now  considering  the  Papers  which 
touch  the  Character  of  Mr.  Holker  upon  which  we  shall  without 
Delay  address  ourselves  to  the  Honourable  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States  thro  whom  these  GommnnicatioDS  have  been  made  to  ns,  and 
we  trust  it  will  fally  appear  that  a  Veneration  for  the  Prinee  whose 
servant  he  is,  Respeet  to  vonr  Interposition,  Jostioe  to  him  &  a  dne 
Regard  to  the  Rights  ft  Interests  of  this  State  have  inflaeneed  onr 
Determination. 

We  observe  all  the  Papers  respecting  this  Transaction  have  been 
transmitted  to  yon  except  a  Resolution  of  this  Board  passed  on  the 
14  Inst,  which  probably  by  some  Acddent  has  been  omitted.  I  have 
now  the  Honour  of  inclosing  it  that  every  Proceeding  may  be  fully 
before  you. 

Signed  in  &  by  order  of  Goundl. 

July  81, 1779. 


GOMMBROIAL    COHHrTTBB    OF     OONGBBSS    TO    PrBS.    RbBD, 

1779. 

Gommercial  Gommittee,  81««  July,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Gommittee  appointed  by  Gongress  to  superintend  the  Gom- 
missary  of  Provisions  department,  have  informed  this  Gommitte  that 
there  is  at  present  on  hand  in  tho  Public  Magarines,  Pork,  Beef, 
and  Flour,  m  greater  quantities  than  the  armies  can  consume  before 
it  may  probably  be  spoiled. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  by  the  Gommissarial  Gommittee  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Minister  of  France,  that  the  Gommercial 
Gommittee  immediately  issue  their  order  for  shipping  for  the  use  of 
the  Fleets  of  His  Most  Ghristian  Majesty  in  the  West  Indies,  2000 
Barrels  of  Pork,  1000  Barrels  Beef,  and  1000  Barrels  of  Flour,  the 
Minister  having  promised  that  the  same  shall  be  paid  for  at  the 
Market  price  there. 

We  therefore  request  your  Excellency's  permission  for  shipping 
the  above  mentioned  quantity  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

We  are,  with  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble 

and  Obedient  Servants. 

FRA'S  LEWIS, 
JAMES  SEARLE, 
JOHN  FELL. 

Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Col.  Matthbw   Smith  to  Prks.  Bkbd,  1779. 
Sir,, 

I  take  the  Oppertnnity  of  Conveying  a  few  lines  hj  the  Bearer^ 
John  Oillereist,  £8q^»(a  Member  of  the  Hon^"^  the  House  of  Assembly) 
who,  I  think,  was  PiCoh**  npon  thinking  he  might  have  Move  loflii- 
enoe  with  Oonnoil,  than  Another  that  might  as  Qoickly  Deliver  the 
Dispatches.  For  my  Part,  I  think  the  Distresses  of  Northnmberland 
Cottnty  People  Equal,  if  not  Snperior  to  any  thing  that  have  happesQ^ 
to  any  Part  of  the  Continent  Sii^oe  the  Commencement  of  the  Present 
war.  You  will  see  the  late  Aco**  in  Some 'Measure,  by  the  letters 
Inclos*  by  M'  M'Clay;  I  Believe  only  in  Some  Measure,  as  the 
Ace*"  is  almost  every  Minnte  Arriveing  by  People  who  have  Esoap^ 
the  Enemy,  that  if  true  are  indeed  truly  Alarming.  The  Ace**  this 
Moment  is,  the  Town  of  Northumberland  is  Evacuated';  if  so,  then 
Sunburry  will  soon  follow  the  Ezanple,  &  the  Same  frontier  will  be 
where  it  was  twenty  years  Past.  This  Day  the  Township  of  Paztang 
Met  to  Appoint  a  Committe  to  Act  in  Conjunction  with  the  Other 
Parts  of  the  State,  to  fix  and  lower  the  Prices.  As  soon  as  the 
letters  Came  to  hand  Mess"  Eldar,  M'Ciay  &  my  Self  Attended,  had 
the  Whole  Matter  laid  Before  the  People,  that  was  no  inconsiderable 
li^umber,  &  Propos'  a  Scheme  for  Yolantiers  to  turn  out  Immediately 
for  the  Rdief  of  the  Distress*  People.  We  have  fix*  Sunda^Mom- 
ing,  Eight  O'Clock,  to  March,  when,  I  Doubt  not,  at  least  fifty  Mea 
wUl  Go  that  way,  as  the  Distress  was  so  Great  Every  thing  had 
been  Done  to  Encourage,  but  no  Promise  of  Beward  Absolutely 
Given.  I  know  the  Difficulty  in  Getting  the  Militia  out;  this 
Method  in  the  Mean  time,  in  hopes  to  Stop  the  Progress  of  the 
Enemy,  if  the  Yolantiers  Can  be  Allow*  Wages,  or  even  their  Ex- 
penses, it  will  be  Acceptable  if  it  Cannot  be  Done.  A  few  lines 
from  your  Exoellancy— or  from  your  Excellanoy  &  Council  will  be 
truly  Acceptable  to  me,  and  I  will  make  the  Best  use  of  it  in  my 
Power ;  as  I  Assure  you  I  have  Made  Every  Proposal  in  my  Power 
and  Perhaps  More ;  but  as  the  Greatest  Number  now  Going  from 
^his  Batt*  is  Officers,  I  hope  to  Make  the  Matter  more  Easy,  thaa 
if  they  were  Generally  Privates.  If  you  Write  By  the  Bearer,  Direct 
to  Northumberland  County,  as  I  will  be  there  two  or  three  weeks 
from  this  Date,  if  the  Country  is  not  Entirely  broken  up. 

I  am,  D"^  Sir,  with  Esteem, 

Your  Most  Ob*,  Humble  Serv** 

MATT^  SMITH. 
Paxtang,  July  31*«,  1779. 

Dtreetedj 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 
Forwarded  by  John  GiUcriest,  Esq'. 
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GsN.  St.  Glair  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

West  Pointy  Angort  2',  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  EzcelleDojs  Letter  of  the  22^  of  July  oame  to  hand  J68tel^ 
day,  with  the  Resolves  of  Goancll  and  the  CommissioBB  inclosed, 
bat  jou  mention  a  Note  from  Golonell  Nicola,  which  I  do  not  find. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  my  Letter  to  Mrs.  St.  Clair  should  havo 
occasioned  yon  so  mach  Trouble  nor  should  I  have  taken  the 
Liberty  at  all,  but  that  I  was  very  much  hurried  at  the  Time,  was 
anxious  for  its  goiug  safe,  and  had  not  leisure  to  write  another 
Letter  to  serve  as  a  cover  for  it,  to  any  one  Else.  I  thank  yon,  Sir, 
for  the  Pains  you  took  about  ity  and  ibould  I  have  Oooasion  to  make 
any  Inclosures  again,  shall  be  more  careful  abqut  the  Manner  of 
Sealing. 

Mr.  Broadhead  has  miscarried  in  his  Application.  A  Board  of 
Field  Officers,  a  Copy  of  whose  Report  upon  the  Case  is  inclosed,  have 
judged  that  he  is  precluded  by  a  Resolve  of  Ooneress  of  the  22'  of 
May  last.  He  unfortunately  mentioned  that  Resdve  himself,  which 
was  not  then  known  of  in  Camp,  but  on  Enquiry  was  found  at  Head 
Quarters.  It  is  the  harder  on  Mr.  Broadhead,  as  several  others  in 
the  same  Gircumstanoes  had  been  introduced  into  the  Line  pravious 
to  that  Resolve. 

The  oonstant  Attention  paid  by  your  Excellency  to  the  Cenrfort 
of  the  Army,  and  to  relieve  their  Neeessitye  has  the  Effect  it  ought 
to  produce ;  to  make  every  Man  satisfied  and  grateful,  and  to  the 
Honour  of  the  State,  they  have  done  more  for  their  Troops  than 
Any  other  on  the  Continent.  The  Thanks  however  are  chiefly  due 
to  you  for  putting  them  in  Motion.  The  Linnen  will  make  a  very 
handsome  supply  for  every  officer. 

I  was  in  Hopes  that  all  Uoeauneta  about  Rank  was  over ;  but, 
lately,  a  fresh  Jiealousy  has  arisen  amongst  the  Colonells,  that  Golo- 
nell Atlee  intends  to  return  to  the  Army,  and  expects  to  take  Rank 
over  them  from  his  flying  Gamp  Commission.  This,  I  think,  they 
need  not  trouble  themselves  about,  as  I  believe  he  has  no  such  Views. 
But  if  he  should  have  such  an  Intention  perhaps  he  has  not  con- 
sidered that  his  having  accepted  a  seat  in  Congress  would  prevent 
him,  a  Resignation  being  neeessary  before  any  militarv  Man  can 
take  a  seat  there ;  and  a  Resignation  destroys  all  Rank,  nor  is  it 
any  Matter  whether  the  Resignation  is  formal  or  not — the  having 
acted  in  a  Capacity  to  which  that  was  a  prerequisite  must  anionnt  to 
a  Resignation  de  facto.  The  Colonels  however,  I  am  sure,  would 
never  submit  to  it  if.  the  Case  were  otherwise,  and  I  have  been  re- 
quested by  some  of  them  to  mention  it  to  you,  which  has  occasioned 
this  Paragraph. 
No  Movement  in  the  Enemys  Army  of  Consequence  has  yet  taken 
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Place.  Thej  are  retired  to  York  Island,  from  whence  I  tUnk 
Embarkation  will  soon  bappeUi  and  probably  will  proceed  to  the 
Eastward,  however  if  Sir  Harrj  Clinton  is  superseded,  a  new  Plan 
of  Operations  may  be  adopted — that  Giroumstanoe  is  confidently 
reportedj  bnt  not  aaoertainea.  This  Post  at  any  Rate  will  aoon  be 
in  a  state  not  so  much  to  require  the  Protection  of  an  Army. 

General  Irwin  requests  me  to  present  his  ComplimentSi  and  I  am 
with  the  greatest  Bespeot  and  Esifgem 

Sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

A'  ST.  CLAIR. 

Directed f 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


Robert  Mobris  to  Sbct.  Matlaok,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  was  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  Commission  for  the  Ship 
Defence  &  returned  the  Bond  executed  but  do  not  know  the  charge. 
I  am  now  Tequested  by  Mess"  Hooe  &  Harrisons  of  Alexandria  to 
send  them  a  Commission  ffr  the  Ship  Oen'  Washington  of  I  believe 
18  Ouns  &  60  men  Cap*  Walker,  and  another  for  Schooner 

Bishop  Cap*  of  about  Eight  guns  Col*  Hooe  ft  his  partners 

are  men  of  Consequence  staunch  whiggs,  So  will  return  the  Bonds 
duely  executed  or  if  more  agreeable  I  will  sign  them  here.  I  hope 
there  is  no  impropriety  in  these  applications,  &  if  there  is  not,  you'l 
oblige  me  by  sending  the  Commimons  by  the  bearer  to  go  ^  Post  and 
let  him  know  the  charge  of  each  that  he  may  bring  the  money  to 
your  office. 

lam 

with  much  respect 

Sir  your  Obed* 

h'bb  Servant 

ROBT  MORRIS. 

August  8d,  1779. 

DireeUdf 

To  l^othy  MatUck,  Esq'.,  See^  of  Pensylvania. 


r 
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H.  MiLLBR  k  Jno.  Clare  Jr.  to  Prbsidsnt  Rbeb,  1779. 

Berwick^  Aug^  3d,  1779. 

Oenti 

Ensign  Wm.  Bosaell  now  of  the  third  Pennsylvania^  bat  late  of 
the  first  Rigiment  entered  into  the  service  of  America  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  War,  and  marched  with  the  first  Rifle  Company 
from  this  Coanty  to  Cambridcey  daring  the  time  he  was  nnder  our 
Command  he  behaved  as  a  good  and  dntifal  Soldier,  nor  have  we  ever 
beard  any  thing  to  his  prejadice  since,  at  the  Battle  of  Brandewine 
be  lost  his  Leg  by  a  Cannon  ball  from  the  Enemy  which  as  we 
understand  has  deprived  him  of  his  Promotions,  and  that  jnstioe 
may  be  done  him,  we  have  thought  proper  to  write  you  in  his  favor 
&  have  granted  him  this  as  a  certificate  due  to  his  Merit,  &  we  make 
no  doubt  you  will  grant  him  all  the  aid  in  your  power. 

We  are 

very  respectfully 

your  honors  most  Obd*  Serv^ 

HT.  MILLER, 

JNO.  CLARK,  Jun. 

Direetedj 
To  His  Excellency  the  Pros*  &  supreme  Executive  Council. 


CoL.  Matthew  Smith  to  Prbs.  Rseb,  1779. 

August  8rd;  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  Arriv'  at  Snnburry,  with  Sixty  Paxtang  Boys,  the  Neigh- 
bouring Townships  turns  out  a  Number  of  Yolantiers,  Cumberland 
County  will  Give  a  Considerable  Assistance,  to  morrow  at  12  o'Clock 
is  fixt  for  the  time  of  March,  Provisions  is  Scarce^  But  we  intend  to 
follow  the  Savages,  we  hope  to  Come  at  thein,  as  they  Number  of 
Cattle,  is  Great,  they  have  taken,  from  the  Countrey  &  must  make  a 
Slow  Progress  on  their  Return  home — ^I  hope  to  See  them  on  their 
Return  &  Doubt  not  if  we  Do,  to  Give  a  Good  Aco^  I  inclose  a 
Copy  of  the  Capitulation  at  Fort  Freeland,'*'  the  Capt*  M*  Donald  of 
the  Rangers,  is  formerly  a  Sergeant  in  Col.^  Montgomery's  Reg*  of 
Highlanders,  his  humanity  has  Appear^  in  this  one  Instance— 
Perhaps  the  first  in  this  war,  fiftj  two  Women  k  Children  Came  safe 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  62. 
26* 
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to  this  place,  being  tbe  Number  Taken — ^fonr  old  Hen  also 
Admitted  to  Comel^ack,  the  Enemj  SappoB*  them  not  fit  to  Mareh 
to  Niagara,  inclos'  is  a  list  of  the  Namber  of  Gapt*  Boon's  party 
kills  &o  the  Names  of  the  Persons  belonging  to  the  Garrison,  this 
Aco*  I  Believe  is  the  Fact  as  the  party  out  yesterday  have  Bary^  the 
Pead|  Gbve  me  the  List,  the  Distress  of  the  People  here  is  Great — 
yon  may  have  some  Conception,  bat  Scarcely  Can  be  told — ^the  town 
now  Composes  Northumberland  County,  the  Enemy  have  Burnt, 
Every  where  they  have  Been,  houses,  Barnes,  Bice  &  Wheat,  in  the 
fields.  Stocks  of  hay,  &c :  is  all  Consum' — ^Such  Devastation  I  have 
not  yet  Seen — 1  write  this  in  haste  &  am  Sir  your  Most  ob*  Humb* 
Servt. 


MATT'^  SMITH.* 


Aug^  8*,  1779,  Sunbury. 


Directed, 

His  Ezcellenoy,  Jo*  Beed  Esq'   President    of   the    State   of 
Pennsylvania. 


No.l. 


Those  knrd  at  Freeknd's  fort  in 
Capt.  Boon's  party. 

Capt.  Boon, 
Capt.  Sam^  Dougherty, 
Jeremiah  M°Ql&glen, 
Natt«  Smith, 
John  Jones, 
Sdw^  Costikan, 
Enra  Green, 
Samuel  Neel, 
MattV  McClintoek, 
Hugh  M«GiU, 
And''  Woodft 


Eal<  in  the  fort. 


Ja-  Watt, 
John  McClintoek, 
W-  M'Clung, 
James  Miles, 
Henry  Gilfiilen. 


*  See  Col.  Eee.,  Vol.  Xli.,  p.  62. 
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No.  2. 

Abticlss  01*  Capitulation^  Fort  Fablakd,  1779. 

Artioles  of  Capitalation  Enl*  into  Between  Capt*  John  M'Daniel 
On  his  Majestiefl  part  &  John  Little  on  that  of  that  of  the  Congress. 

Article  1*^  The  Men  in  Ghirrison  to  March  oat  &  Gronnd  their 
Anns  in  the  Oreen,  in  front  of  the  fort  whieh  is  to  be  taken  in  Pos- 
session of  Imediatelj  bj  his  Majesty's  Troops. 

Agreed  too. 

2^.  All  Men  Bearing  Arms  are  to  Surrender  themselyea 
Prisoners  of  War  ft  to  be  Sent  to  Niagara. 

Ag*  too. 

8'.  The  Women  and  G^dren  not  to  be  Strip*  of  their  Cloathing 
nor  Molested  by  the  Indians  and  to  be  at  liberty  to  Move  Down 
the  Country  where  they  Please. 

Ag*  too. 

A  Copy. 

JOHN  MCDONALD  Ci^t.  of  Bangers. 
JOHN  LITTLE.* 


Dakibl  Lbvan  to  OomrciL,  1779. 

Beading,  8d  August^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  shall  take  it  as  a  particular  &7or,  if  yon  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
send  mG|by  the  bearer  James  Cotter,  one  hundred  and  forty  Lioenoes 
for  Tavern  keepers,  if  you  conveniently  can,  as  Court  is  to  be  held 
here  next  week,  I  have  not  any  neither  have  I  reoeived  any  since  I 
have  been  in  CommissioQ. 

I  should  also  be  glad,  if  you  will  be  kind  enongh  to  inform  ^ 
return  of  bearer,  your  proper  fees  on  each  Licenoe,  as  I  am  not  pre* 
perly  acquainted  with  them  in  the  late  regulation. 

Inclosed  I  now  send  my  Bond  for  penbrmanoe  of  offioe,  to  hii 
Ezoellenoy  Jos.  Seed,  Bsq.,  President  of  this  State,  it  ought  to  have 
been  sent  before,  bnt  hopes  his  Excellency  will  ezouse  the  neglect. 

It's  Beported  here  this  day  by  several  people  oomeiqg  from  8an« 
bury  in  the  County  of  Northumberland,  that  the  Indians  have  bum'd 
severall  Houses  k  Bams  near  Wallaces,  taken  a  small  Forty  and 

*  See  preoecOog  Letter. 
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about  thirty  Prifloneniy  by  aooonnts  they  are  determined  to  obsimet 
the  Oommiinicatioii  between  Banbury  and  the  north  Branch  of  the 
Biver  Snaquehanna. 

I  am  with  reapect, 

Sir,  your  most 

Ob't  humble  Servant, 

DAN.  LBYAN. 
Direeiedf 
Timothy  Matlaek,  Esq.,  Secretary  Philadelphia. 


Prbs.  Bebd  to  Cou  Bartasm  Qalbraith,  1779. 

Aug*  8d,  1779. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  I  send  yen  a  Resolution  of  Council  calling  forth  a  Glass 
of  the  Militia  for  the  Belief  of  the  Frunters  which  are  OTcrwhelmed 
with  Distress,  Sum  of  the  most  considerable  Persons  killed  &  their 
Families  flying  into  the  Safe  Parts  of  the  Guntry  leaving  all  behind 
them.  We  hope  there  will  be  no  Difficulty  on  this  Occasion  in 
turning  out,  &  we  shall  regard  that  man  as  an  Bnemy  to  his  Gountry 
&  to  this  State  in  particular  who  endeavours  to  disturb  the  Minds  of 
the  People  with  Disputes  about  the  Militia  Laws.  Our  Orders  are 
clear  &  explicit  for  a  Glass  that  there  maybe  no  Pretence  of  Evasion 
&  we  require  of  you  a  firm  &  faithful  Performance  of  your  Duty  by 
rewarding  these  brave  Men  &  deserving  Men  who  are  willing  to 
assist  their  Brethren  in  Distress,  &  fining  with  Impartiality  ft  Strict- 
ness every  one  who  refuses.  We  see  &  feel  the  Gonsequences  of  our 
former  Orders  bavins  been  uncomplied  with,  a  whole  Gounty  broke 
up  &  a  heavy  State  Expence  incurred  which  would  have  been  on  the 
United  States  if  Our  orders  of  laat  Spring  had  been  obeyed  &  a  regular 
Tour  of  Duty  preserved.  Whereas  now  it  may  become  a  Question. 
We  expect  800  Men  from  your  County  &  if  one  Glass  does  not  fur- 
nish then  call  upon  another  &  so  on  until!  the  Number  is  procured 
fining  all  Delinquents.  It  is  a  reproach  to  those  who  live  in  Safety 
to  refuse  to  march  to  the  Assistance  of  their  distressed  Friends  which 
Laucaster  Gounty  will  not  upon  this  Occasion  I  hope  incur.  We  aie 
fully  persuaded  of  your  Exertions  &  hope  you  will  act  on  this  Ocoa- 
rion  with  your  usual  Spirit  &  Attention.  Should  any  Difficulties  be 
thrown  in  your  Way  we  request  you  to  inform  ns  by  whom  &  on 
what  Pretence,  as  we  are  resolved  to  make  the  Gonduct  of  such 
Persons  fully  &  dearly  known. 

I  am  Sir,  &c. 
Direciedf 

To  Gol.  B.  Galbraith  ]>  of  Lancaster. 
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Pbbs.  Rbsd  to  Col.  Jacob  Stboud,  1779. 

In  Coancily 

Philad%  Augoat  8d^  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Distresses  of  yotir  Countj  by  the  late  Incursions  of  the  In- 
dians has  giyen  us  very  great  Concern,  and  the  more  so  as  we  under- 
stand the  Militia  having  got  into  some  Confusion  do  not  render  the 
Services  that  might  be  expected.  We  are  sorry  to  find  that  some 
mistaken  Opinions  you  have  formed  on  the  Mode  of  their  being  called 
out  &  of  the  Appointments  of  the  Lieutenants  haye  had  a  great  share 
in  this  Evil.  As  you  are  how  most  probably  experiencing  the  sad 
Effects  of  such  Mistakes  we  shall  not  add  to  your  Pain  by  dwelling 
upon  them.  But  desire  you  to  consider  the  Effects  &  Consequences, 
which  cannot  be  other  than  the  Ruin  of  your  outer  Settlements  Jk 
Impoverishment  of  the  County  itself. 

A  well  regulated  Militia  is  the  only  proper  k  effectual  Force  against 
Such  an  Enemy,  &  the  Enemy  would  stand*"  more  in  Awe  of  them 
than  three  Times  the  Number  of  standing  Troops.  To  raise  Com- 
panies for  a  few  Months  is  not  only  dreadfully  expensive  &  in  xpost 
Cases  ineffectual,  but  it  seems  to  unhinge  the  System  k  leaves  you 
in  fact  much  weaker  than  before.  As  you  therefore  possess  a  sood 
share  of  the  Esteem  &  Confidence  of  the  People,  I  shall  hope  a  do 
recommend  it  to  you  as  the  best  Service  you  can  perform  to  your 
bleeding  Country  to  do  away  as  fiir  as  possible  the  Effects  of  former 
Opinions  &  strive  by  a  general  Concurrence  with  the  other  Oentlemen 
in  the  Militia  to  give  them  Vigour  &  Efficacy,  encouraging  &  pro- 
moting a  Spirit  of  Fidelity  &  Obedience  to  the  Laws  as  calculated  to 
afford  the  best  Relief  &  Security  against  this  dreadful  Cfdamity. 

Wishing  you  Health  &  Safety 

I  remain  Sir,  your  most 

obed.  &  very  Hbbl  Serv* 

JOS.  REED, 

President. 

Directed^ 
To  Colonel  Jaoob  Stroud  of  N*  County. 
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Pbbs.  Bbid  to  Matthbw  Smith,  1779. 

In  GaoDoil, 

P*,  AuguBt  8*,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Accounts  from  Northamberland  are  eo  truly  alarming  k  dis- 
trcBsing  that  since  their  Arrival  we  have  been  devising  every  Method 
in  our  rower  to  give  the  desired  Relief.  Every  Event  of  this  kind 
shews  in  the  clearest  &  strongest  Colours  the  Necessity  &  Use  of  a 
well  regulated  Militia,  &  we  hope  will  shew  our  Frienda  in  the 
Country  the  Obligations  they  are  under  to  execute  those  Lawa  & 
enforce  that  System  which  can  only  give  efficacious  Assistance  & 
Relief  in  suoh  Calamity.  The  Activity  &  Spirit  you  have  shewn  in 
going  to  their  Relief  with  the  few  brave  fien  you  have  oollected| 
entitles  you  &  them  to  our  warmest  Thanks,  which  I  hope  you  will 
make  known  to  them.  We  have  passed  the  enclosed  Resolves  & 
shall  ffive  eyery  other  Aid  &  Assistance  we  can  for  their  Encourage- 
ment 9  Support — when  you  write  again  let  us  know  what  farther 
can  be  done  to  shew  our  Approbation  of  their  Conduct  &  give  them 
fiurther  Proofi  of  our  Attention. 

We  suspect  the  principal  Design  of  the  Enemy  is  to  evade  & 
counteract  the  Expedition  aginst  them  under  Oen.  Sullivan,  and 
if  they  mean  to  fall  into  his  Kear  we  should  hope  a  vigorous  Exer- 
tion on  the  Part  of  the  Country  wiU-  render  such  a  Position  very 
dangerous — ^if  on  the  other  Hand,  no  such  Exertion  is  made,  300 
Men  in  the  Rear  of  that  Army  will  more  effectually  counteract  its 
Operations  than  1000  in  the  Front.  These  are  Considerations  which 
we  hppe  will  have  a  powerful  Effect  on  the  Minds  of  the  People  & 
induce  them  to  exert  themselves  vigorously  to  put  the  Enemy  be- 
tween two  Fires — For  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  if  thej 
should  meet  with  any  severe  Loss  this  will  be  the  last  Effort — aa 
the  Care  of  their  own  Country  must  now  become  an  Object  of  their 
Concern. 

Party  Disputes  here  are  i^n  raised  to  a  very  high  Pitch,  it 
should  seem  that  the  restless  Disposition  of  some  Persons  will  never 
leave  the  Community  in  Peace — ^It  is  to  be  wished  they  would 
defer  them  till  the  Enemy  was  gone  &  then  if  they  chuse  to  quarrell 
they  would  only  injure*  themselves.— Wishing  you  Health  &  Safety, 
ft  requesting  you  to  inform  us  of  your  Proceedings  by  all  Opportu- 
nities, I  remain  Sir, 

your  most  obed.  &  very 

Hbble  Ser. 

Indorsed, 

1779,  August  Z%  To  Honble  Matthew  Smith,  Esq.,  Councellor 
for  L'  County. 
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PRBS.  Bbbd  to  Col.  Saml.  Hukter,  1779. 

August  3, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  several  Letters  from  yon  to  Col.  Smith  ft  from  several  other 
Gentlemen  informing  of  the  Distress  of  the  County  of  Northumber- 
land, have  been  duly  received  ft  attended  to.  Professions  of  our 
svmpathy  &  concern  are  unnecessary  you  must  suppose  what  is  really 
the  Case  that  an  Anxiety  to  relieve  ft  support  you  is  only  to  be 
equalled  by  the  Distress  &  Calamity  to  which  ypu  have  been  exposed. 
Having  made  an  early  tryal  of  the  Militia  of  the  interior  Counties 
to  go  to  the  Frontiers  ft  form  a  sort  of  Standing  Protection  ft  finding 
our  best  Measures  defeated  partly  by  the  Neglect  ft  Misconduct  3 
our  own  Officers  ft  partly  by  the  very  improper  Conduct  of  some 
Persona  of  Weight  ft  Influence  who  from  Party  views  did  all  in  their 
Power  to  distract  ft  censure  the  People  we  were  constrained  to  trust 
the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers  to  Providence  and  the  small  exertions  of 
the  People,  immediately  interested,  at  the  same  time  ever  hoping  that 
Gen.  Sullivans  expedition  would  be  so  efficacious,,  as  to  Rive  a 
Permanency  of  Safety  ft  tranauility.  We  cannot  relinquish  our 
Expectation  that  this  will  yet  be  the  Case  in  the  End,  ft  it  would 
have  been  some  Consolation  if  the  intermediate  Bavages  had  not  been 
BO  great  ft  distressing. 

z  ou  will  see  by  the  enclosed  what  steps  we  have  taken,  ft  we  shaU 
do  every  thing  farther  that  can  be  done — ^if  you  want  any  supplies 
kt  us  know  it,  if  any  practicable  Measures  besides  the  MUitia  or  in 
Lieu  of  it  occurs  to  you  acquaint  us  with  it — after  the  most  mature 
deliberation  we  could  see  only  two  Measures  to  be  taken  the  first  to 
^ve  all  possible  Encouragement  to  the  Volunteers  who  would  turn 
out  in  the  Exigence,  ft  Secondly  to  send  a  competent  Force  of  Militia 
as  soon  as  possible  to  their  Relief,  orders  for  which  are  gone  forth. 
If  they  will  not  assist  their  friends  Brethren  ft  Countrymen  we 
cannot  help  it — but  we  trust  that  seing  what  dreadful  Consequences 
do  ensue  from  Neglect  they  will  exert  themselves  to  save  what  is 
left  ft  encourage  ft  support  their  Friends  in  the  time  of  Distress. 

I  am  with  much  Begfird  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  ft  very 

HbbleSer.    j 

To  Col.  Samuel  Hunter  lieutenant,  of  Northumberland. 
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Frks.  Brbd  to  Cols.  &c.  of  Nobthampton  County,  1779. 

Philad.,  Aug.  8, 1779. 
Gentlemen^ 

It  has  given  us  great  Conoeni  to  hear  that  when  your  Conntj  is 
in  the  utmost  Danger  &  Apprehensioui  when  so  manj  of  your  friends 
&  Countrymen  are  suffering  so  much  from  a  cruel  &  barbarous 
Enemy,  the  Militia  which  if  well  regulated  would  be  your  besi 
Defence  is  in  such  a  state  of  Gonfbsion  as  to  give  little  or  no  Aid. 
We  entreat  you  Gkntlemen  to  bestir  yourseWes  support  your  Lieu- 
tenants  with  your  utmost  Weight  &  Influence,  remove  from  the 
Hinds  of  your  Neighbours  every  unkind  &  uncharitable  Sentiment 
ft  urge  them  to  obey  the  Laws,  to  perform  the  Offices  ft  Duties  of 
Humanity  which  require  us  on  all  Occasions  to  endeavour  to  relieve 
the  Distresses  ft  remove  the  Dan^rs  of  our  Friends  ft  Fellow  Sub- 
jects. It  is  probable  from  this  Semnning  that  the  Indians  finding 
you  so  unprepared  will  be  induced  to  continue  their  Ravages  ft 
endeavour  to  evade  the  Expedition  set  on  Foot  against  them  by  dis- 
tressing ft  destroying  the  Frontiers. — ^I  therefore  take  this  Opp^  to 
request  you  would  at  some  convenietit  Day  call  out  your  Battalions, 
convince  them  of  the  Necessity  ft  Duty  they  are  under  to  turn  out 
with  Alacrity  ft  Zeal  when  such  Havock  is  made  among  their  Friends 
ft  Countrymen.  If  they  are  Lovers  of  this  G^ovemment  ft  Constitu- 
tion they  will  shew  it  by  their  Submission  to  its  Laws  ft  a  chearfnl 
Discharge  of  their  Duty — for  nothing  cati  so  effeotually  disgrace  ft 
injure  any  government  as  having  its  jLaws  neglected  its  Frontiers 
destroyed  ft  a  mere  handful  of  an  Enem v  committing  Ravages  which 
the  spirited  Bxertions  of  a  few  Men  will  soon  suppress  if  animated 
by  a  proper  Sence  of  Duty  to  themselves  ft  their  Country. 

Extinguish  the  Disputes  which  subsist  among  vou  as  &tal  to  your 
Peace  Safety  ft  Happiness  ft  hereafter  let  there  be  but  one  Dispute 
who  shall  serve  his  Country  best  If  there  are  any  Differences 
between  you  ft  any  of  the  Lieutenants  in  Matter  of  Opinion  avoid 
Disputes  ft  Heartburnings  as  much  as  possible,  support  each  other, 
ft  be  assured  that  we  will  support  you  with  every  Necessary.  If  I 
oould  flatter  myself  this  happy  Spirit  would  prevail  I  should  have 
Pleasure  in  visiting  the  County  ft  examining  the  State  of  the  Mili- 
tia— ^This  I  shall  endeavour  to  do  this  Fall  if  other  publick  Business 
will  admit,  in  the  mean  Time  recommending  these  Things  to  your 
most  serious  Consideration. 

I  remain  OentlemaUi 

Your  sincere  Friend 

ft  Obed.  Hbble  Servt. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Colonels  ft  other  Field  Officers  of  the  Militia  in  Northum- 
berland County. 
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Pass.  Bbbd  to  Col.  John  Wbtzbl,  1779. 

Fhilad%  August  8|  1779. 
Sir, 

.  The  DepredationB  which  have  lately  been  committed  in  &  near 
the  County  of  Northampton  have  given  U8  the  most  sensible  Concern. 
We  had  flattered  ourselves  that  the  Expedition  under  Qen^  Sullivaii 
would  have  given  perfect  Peace  to  that  &  every  other  Part  of  our 
Western  Frontiers.  It  must  now  be  clearly  evident  that  nothing 
can  afford  effectual  Belief  against  this  Calamity  but  a  well  regulated 
Militiay  which  being  allways  at  Hand  might  before  this  Time  if  duly 
attended  to  have  given  a  Check  to  their  barbs^ous  Incursions.  It 
was  to  this  Force  &  not  to  stending  Troops  or  volunteer  Companies 
raised  for  a  few  Months  &  stetioned  in  Forte  that  N.  England  deliv- 
ered herself  from  the  most  horrible  Indian  Wars.  And  we  must 
recommend  it  to  you  in  the  most  earnest  &  serious  Manner  to  give 
this  importent  Service  your  utmost  Attention.  If  your  other  offices 
as  we  fear  is  the  Case  interfere  with  your  Duties  as  Lieutenant  of 
the  County — we  would  wish  you  to  consider  in  which  you  can  be 
most  useful,  and  not  suffer  one  Duty  to  dash  with  another  by  attemp- 
ting to  perform  too  much  or  too  many. 

If  the  Colonels  or  other  Officers  fail  in  their  respective  Duties  & 
do  not  give  vou  the  Support  they  ought  we  request  you  would  can- 
didly &  fairly  communicate  such  Transactions  that  Measures  may  be 
taken  to  enforce  a  different  Line  of  Conduct.  If  the  Frontiers  are 
broke  up  those  who  now  think  themselves  safe  will  be  a  Frontier  & 
shortly  experience  that  Wretohedness  from  which  they  now  refuse 
to  rescue  their  Neighbours.  We  doubt  not  from  the  Influence  & 
Weight  you  must  possess  that  your  Represntetions  on  this  Head 
will  be  much  regarded  &  we  do  entreat  you  to  leave  no  Means  unes* 
Bayed  to  effect  this  desirable  Purpose. 

We  immediately  complied  with  your  Bequest  the  other  Day,  we 
shall  do  the  same  on  all  other  Occasions  being  resolved  that  nothing 
in  our  Power  shall  be  wanting  to  give  the  good  People  of  the  Coun- 
ty all  possible  Belief  and  Asustance. 

lam  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed.  &  very 

Hbble  Servt. 

JOS.  BEED,  President. 
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Pres.  Rbed  to  Col.  John  Caruthers,  1779. 

Philad.,  Aug,  4, 1779. 
Sir, 

I  eDoIose  you  n  Aesolve  of  this  Board  directing  yoa  to  call  forth 
a  Glass  of  Militia,  provided  the  same  consists  of  300  Men  ezclosive 
of  Officers,  for  the  Relief  of  the  distressed  Inhahitants  of  Northam- 
berland,  who  are  now  fleeing  in  the  greatest  Distress  before  the 
Savages  of  the  Wilderness,  &  Whites  more  savage  if  possible  than 
they.     Having  never  accepted  yonr  Resignation  or  that  of  the  Sab 
Lieut^,  Mr.  Sharpe  k  Qrcgory,  you  cannot  consider  yourselves  dis- 
charged from  those  Offices,  &  we  therefore  expect  &  require  of  yoa 
to  act  with  the  same  Yigonr  &  Firmness  as  if  yoa  had  never  pre- 
sented them.     It  is  now  no  Season  for  Dispute  or  Opposition — everj 
lesser  Consideration  must  give  way  to  the  Relief  of  these  unhappy 
Sufferers,  &  that  Man,  let  his  Pretences  be  what  they  may,  who 
opposes  this  Duty  of  Justice  or  Humanity  must  be  an  Enemy  to  hia 
Country  &  this  State  in  particular.     Should  any  Obstructions  there- 
fore be  thrown  in  yoiir  Way  similar  to  those  upon  former  Occasions, 
we  request  you  to  pay  no  Regard  to  them,  but  to  proceed  with. 
Vigour  &  Firmness,  acquainting  us  with  the  Circumstances.     The 
particulars  of  the  Distresses  you  will  see  some  short  Sketch  of  in 
the  inclosed  News  Paper,  but  this  is  a  rery  imperfect  Picture  of 
what  they  really  are.     The  Reason  why  we  have  not  called  upon 
York  is  because  by  the  Irregularity  of  their  Proceedings  &;  Confusion 
the  Militia  have  got  into  such  a  State  that  we  could  expect  no 
Service  from  them.     This  will  be  a  Matter  proper  for  the  Consid- 
eration of  the  Assembly,  who  doubtless  will  take  Care  that  no 
County  shall  take  Advantage  of  its  own  Wron^  to  exempt  itself 
from  publick  Duties.     Our  Orders  are  now  so  clear,  that  we  think 
no  Dispute  can  possibly  arise,  and  as  it  may  be  possible  that  before 
the  Militia  can  march,  there  may  be  some  Alteration  in  the  State 
of  A^ffairs,  we  request  you  to  correspond  with  Col.  Hunter,  &  if  he 
should  alter  the  Destination  of  the  Troops  you  will  conform — but  in 
our  own  Judgment  a  Body  of  Troops  will  be  essentially  necessary 
to  preserve  the  Communication  with  Gkn.  Sulliyan's  Army. 

You  will  also  direct  the  Company  of  Rangers  raised  in  yonr 
County  to  proceed  agreeable  to  the  Resolve.  We  have  not  heard 
of  their  Progress  for  some  Time.  Mr.  Caraon  of  Carlisle  con  inform 
you,  if  Capt.  Campbell  should  be  at  a  Distance. 

We  cannot  doubt  but  under  these  Circumstances,  you,  &  Mr. 
Sharpe  &  Mr.  Gregory  will  consider  it  as  a  Duty  of  the  most  essen- 
tial Kind  &  perform  it  accordingly.  In  so  doing  you  will  show 
yonr  Regard  to  your  Country,  &  render  an  acceptable  Service  to 

U8. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yonr  most  obd.  Hbble.  Ser.. 

J.  R. 
To  Colonel  John  Caruthers. 
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Col.  Saml.  Hunter  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

Sunbury,  August  y"  4th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  yoa  that  this  Coauty  ha^  sufered  very  maoh 
leatly  by  the  Rayaees  of  a  Cruel  Savage  Enemy  ;  y«  26th  of  last 
month  there  was  a  large  party  made  their  appearanoe  at  Fort  Free- 
land,  to  the  amount  of  between  three  and  four  Hundred,  Indians, 
Torys,  &  some  Regular  Troops,  under  the  Command  of  one  Capt. 
McDonald;  they  surrounded  the  small  Garrison,  and  fired  very 
smartly  for  some  time,  which  was  Returned  by  the  men  in  y*  fork, 
when  McDonald  Hoisted  a  white  Flag,  &  one  John  Little  that  was 
in  the  Garrison  went  out  with  another ;  they  met  a  little  Distance  of 
and  concluded  on  Articles  of  Capitulation, — ^that  all  who  bore  arms 
in  the  Garrison  was  to  Surrender  prisoners  of  War,  and  the  Women 
and  Children  to  be  at  liberty  to  go  off  unmolested. 

There  was  in  the  Garrison  at  the  time  Twenty  Six  men  &  fifty 
Women  and  Children,  who  is  ail  oome  safe  in ;  the  fireing  at  Free- 
lands  was  heard  at  Boons  Mill,  aboni  seven  miles  Distance,  where 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  had  collected.  Ci^tains  Boon  and 
Kemplen  marched  of  with  thirty  four  men  to  reinforce  the  Fort  at 
Freelands,  but  was  met  a  little  ways  on  this  side  by  a  number  of  the' 
Savages,  who  surrounded  them  imediately;  our  men  behaved  with 
great  bravery  for  some  little  time,  but  being  overpowered  by  num- 
bers was  almost  cut  to  pieces ;  our  loss  there  was  fifteen  kill'a  &  two 
Wounded ;  among  the  Dead  is  Cap*  Boon  &  Cap'  Saml.  Dougherty, 
two  Yeiy  Good  men. 

Uppon  this  Alarm,  all  the  inhabitants  above  this  came  into 
Northumberland  &  Sunbury,  where  we  put  ourselves  in  the  best 
posture  Possable  for  to  stand  our  Ground  and  defend  the  two  towns 
in  case  the  Enimy  advanced ;  in  consequence  of  this  sudden  alarm, 
I  sent  of  an  Express  to  General  Sullivan,  informing  him  of  our 
eituation,  and  Requesting  some  few  of  his  Troops  to  assist  us  in  the 
dangorons  state  we  were  in  at  that  time,  but  he  aid  not  think  it  expe- 
dient to  send  any,  which  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  Coppy  of  his 
letter  to  me,  his  Reasons  for  not  Complying  with  my  Request.* 

The  Enimy  is  gone  over  Muncy  Hill,  by  the  best  inteligence  we 
have  from  Partys  we  keep  out,  and  has  Plundered  and  buined  the 
Country  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  Northumberland  Town  on  the 
West  Branch ;  there  is  a  number  of  familys  that  is  Realy  in  Dis- 
tress, haveing  nothing  left  them  to  subsist  uppon.  I  have  ordered 
these  Rations  for  some  little  time,  untill  I  hear  from  Council.  We 
Expect  to  have  as  Good  as  two  Hundred  or  more  Yolintiers  from 
Paxton  &  Hanover  here  this  night,  (and  a  number  of  them  the 
prinoiaple  people  in  these  two  Townships)  and  intends  makeing  up 
a  party  of  four  Hundred  men  to  pursue  those  Plunderers  and  En- 

*  See  page  694. 
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deavonr  to  Retake  our  Hones  and  Oows  they  ha^e  along,  which  ifl 
a  great  Qaantity.  ^ 

General  Sullivan  marohed  from  Wyoming  last  Saturday  with  the 
Whole  Army,  Except  a  Small  Garrison  left  there,  and  if  this  does 
not  draw  of  the  Attention  of  the  Enimy  from  our  Quarter,  we  Can- 
not pretend  to  stay  here  without  some  assistance  of  Troops  being 
stationed  for  the  imediat  defence  of  the  County,  as  the  best  of  oar 
men  is  engaged  in  the  Boat  Service,  and  gone  out  with  the  Annji 
which  W^ens  this  County  much. 

I  am,  with  great  Esteem, 

your  Excellency's  most  .Ob*  Humb*  Serv% 

fi^AML.  HDNTBR,  L.  N.  C* 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Wm.  MoCalla  to  Pri8.  Bbbd  1779.     i 

Plumstead,  4  Aug*,  1779. 
Sir,. 

As  I  have  been  a  long  time  in  the  Forage  Department  in  Badka 
County,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  Foraging  is  become  more 
difficult  than  Ever,  the'  th^re  is  a  great  Plenty,  they  will  not  spare 
it  (a  few  Excepted)  without  an  Extravagant  price,  &  many  not  even 
for  that,  &  beg  the  Executive  Body  will  take  it  into  Consideration, 
&  hope  some  method  will  spedily  be  taken  by  that  Body  to  Enable 
US  to  supply  every  post  with  grain  &  Hay  sufficient,  that  we  may  be 
enabled  (with  a  blessing)  to  have  a  Sufficient  Supply  &  go  on  and 
Prosper  which  is  the  sincere  wish  &  desire  of  your  most  Obed*  and 
Very  H'bble  Serv*. 

YTM.  MoCALLA,  A.  F.  QK 

IHrectedj 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council,  Philad*. 

*  CoL  Rec,  VoL^XIL,  p.  72. 
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Plan  fob  mpBoviKa  thb  Cubbenct,  1779. 

Philadelphia^  August  4th,  1779. 

To  His  Ezcellenoy,  The  President  and  the  Supreme  Exeoutiye 
Council. 

We  hare  the  honor  of  presenting  to  Council  the  inclosed  printed 
plan  for  stopping  the  emission s  and  raising  a  revenue  by  subscrip- 
tion, which  after  being  published  in  the  newspapers  and  in  hand- 
bills for  the  consideration  of  the  Public,  and  twice  read  at  a  general 
Town  Meeting  held  in  the  State-house  yard,  on  the  26th  day  of  July 
last,  was  unanimously  approved,  and  the  subscribers  part  of  whom 
are  the  proposers  and  projectors  of  the  same,  were  at  the  said  Town 
zpeeting  unanimously  appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excel- 
lency Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President,  the  Hon'bb  Qeorge  Bryan  Esq' 
Vice  President,  and  other  members  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  and  to  confer  with  them  thereon^  and  request  their  assis- 
tance in  carrying  the  same  into  execution  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  pleasure  that  we  execute  this  unanimous 
Besolution  of  our  fellow  Citizens,  and  at  the  same  time  that  we  feel 
the  most  flattering  hopes  from  the  plan  itself,  and  from  the  chearful 
concurrence  of  all  orders  of  Men  to  promote  and  support  it,  we  have 
likewise  the  most  perfect  confldence  that  the  wisdom  and  patriotism 
of  Council  will  afford  to  it  every  assistance  which  tq  them  shall 
appear  necessary  and  Convenient. 

By  a  unanimous  Vote,  we  are  directed  to  present  it  to  you  in  the 
name  of  the  Citiaens  of  Philadelphia  and  its  neighbourhood,  and 
that  the  same  be  hereafter  known  by  the  title  of  **  The  Citizen's 
Plan"  under  which  authority  and  title  we  hereby  discharge  this 
part  of  the  trust  with  which  we  have  been  honored. 

As  expedition  makes  an  important  part  towards  ensuring  successi 
we  shall  take  the  liberCy  of  laying  before  Council,  such  measures  as 
may  occur  to  us  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  same  into  execution. 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  experiment  may  bo  very  quickly 
made  in  this  City,  and  the  suooess  which  we  hope  it  will  here  meet 
with  will  give  it  an  honorable  introduction  into  other  States,  for  we 
are  happy  to  observe  that  however  various  Individuals  may  be  in 
matters  of  personal  Politics,  all  are  united  in  a  determination  to 
support  measures  for  establishing  the  currency  and  stopping  the 
emissions-— We  therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  method 
to  the  opinion  of  Council. 

First.  That  Subscription  books  be  immediately  prepared,  one 
for  each  ward,  and  that  the  seneral  committee  of  which  most  of  us 
have  likewise  tho  honor  to  be  members^  do  nominate  two  proper 
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persons  at  least  in  each  ward,  to  go  from  Honse  to  House  to  Solicit 
the  Sabscriptions. 

Secondly.  That  the  persons  to  whom  that  part  of  the  buslDeflB 
shall  be  entrusted,  do  only  receive  the  Subscriptions  in  the  hand 
writing  of  each  person  bat  not  any  part  of  the  money. 

Thirdly.  That  the  Books  when  oompleated  be  lodged  with  the 
supreme  executive  Council|  and  co|»e8  of  them  with  this  Committee, 
until  a  law  be  passed  to  secure  to  each  subscriber  the  money  he  shall 
deposit,  by  exempting  him  from  paying  Taxes  until  his  future  Taxes 
shall  he  equal  to  his  subscription,  or  until  the  expiration  of  three 
years  agreeable  to  the  2d  Article. 

Fourthly.  That  immediatly  on  passing  such  a  law  Government 
to  appoint  persons  to  collect  the  money,  but  as  we  wish  the  wh(^e 
to  be  an  honorary  undertaking,  we  hope  the  gentlemen  who  may 
be  appointed  to  that  Service  to  consider  it  in  that  light,  accepting 
the  disbursement  of  their  Expences  only. 

Fifthly.  That  the  above  method  if  approved,  be  reccommended 
to  the  several  Counties,  as  well  from  this  Committee,  as  from  the 
general  Committee  with  such  assistance  as  government  shall  please 
to  give  them. 

We  have  likewise  to  request  Council  to  confer  with  Congress  on 
the  subject  and  to  desire  them  either  collectively  or  individually  to 
reccommend  the  same  to  be  generally  adopted,  and  as  we  on  our  part 
shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  send  and  propose  the  same  to 
the  Citizens  of  each  State,  we  request  the  Council  would  be  pleased 
to  transmit  it  likewise  to  the  several  Governments  under  the  sanction 
of  their  Reccommendation. 

We  are 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Ob*  &  very  humble  Serv* 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU, 
WM.  BRADFORD, 
WM.  HENRY, 
THOMAS  PAINE, 
JAMES  HUTCHISON, 
DAV'D  RITTENHOUSB, 
OWEN  BIDDLE.* 

m 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  63,  67,  72,  also  page  648,  in  thiaVoL 
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William  Maclat  to  Council,  1779. 

Sunbarjy  Augnsi  5tb,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  is  with  sinoere  pleasure  That  I  inform  you  That  the  martial 
Spirit  is  not  jct  extinct  on  the  Frontiers  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
attack  made  by  McDonald  last  week,  in  this  County^  was  an  alarming 
one,  as  the  ultimate  object  appeared  to  be  the  Magazine  at  Sunbury, 
and  the  catting  off  the  Communication  with  Genl.  Sullivan.  The 
Danger  had  a  Proper  effect  on  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster, 
Cumberland  and  York  County.  As  it  was  evident  That  an  Order 
from  the  Council  would  be  too  slow  in  its  effeot,  for  the  Succour  of 
Sunbury ;  Volunteers  to  march  immediately  to  Northumberland 
County  was  the  only  expedient  that  could  be  thought  of.  Near 
Fifty  of  Col.  Elder's  Battalion,  with  Col.  Smith,  marched  without 
Loss  of  Time  up  the  Susquehannah,  and  arrived  in  Sunbury  on 
Monday  Evening ;  every  hour  since  has  brought  us  fresh  accession 
of  Numbers ;  We  were  near  hve  hundred  strong  this  Morning,  and 
the  Whole  marched  under  Command  of  Col.  Smith  (of  the  Council) 
For  Muncy,  determined,  if  the  Enemy  remain  in  these  Parts,  to  seek 
them  out. 

However  laudable  the  spirit  of  these  Men  may  be,  I  cannot  help 
observing  that  the  support  we  derive  from  them  can  only  be  tempo- 
rary and  short.  We  have,  however,  no  Doubt  But  part  of  the 
Militia  will  be  called  out  to  our  Support. 

As  to  News,  Gen.  Sullivan  certainly  marched  last  Saturday,  and 
not  before ;  we  do  not  learn  that  he  paid  any  attention  to  the  Party 
under  M*" Donald. 

'Tis  said  M^'Donald,  in  some  instances,  restrained  the  impetuosity 
of  the  Savages,  with  respect  to  the  Prisoners.  None,  however,  of 
Boon's  Men  were  made  Prisoners.  The  Enemy  were  amazingly 
fond  of  Plunder ;  every  thing,  however,  which  they  could  not  take 
away  was  destroyed.  Stacks  of  Grain,  Hay,  &o.,  set  on  fire,  Houses 
burned  and  the  Fences  thrown  down,  when  the  Grain  was  still 
standing  in  the  Fields.  In  Fact  every  species  of  Devastation  that  can 
be  thought  of.  They  have  not  (notwithstanding  y<  contrary  Reports) 
advanced  nearer  Sunbury  Than  about  Twelve  Mil^s,  and  I  am  apt 
to  believe  that  their  main  Body  were  not  nearer  than  the  Fort  at 
Freeland's  and  That  their  Retreat  was  made  with  Haste. 

The  great  number  of  Cattle  yet  in  the  woods  as  well  as  the  Quan- 
tity of  Effects  left  behind  by  the  Flying  Inhabitants,  which  The 
Indians  could  not  take  with  them,  or  rather  had  not  time  to  discover 
with  certainty,  may,  perhaps,  induce  them  to  pay  us  a  Second  Visit; 
nothing,  however,  can  be  said  with  certainty  of  the  Motions  of  so 
irregular  an  Enemy. 

I  cannot  help  confessing  myself  rather  inclined  to  believe  (or 
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perhaps  I  ought  to  say  wish)  that  they  will  attend^to  the  Motions  of 
General  Sallivan's  Armyi  and  That  we  will  not  be  troubled  with 
them  for  some  Time.  Pray  ezcose  my  troubling  you  with  this  long 
and  ineorreet  Letter,  I  assure  you  I  have  soarce  Time  to  read  it^ 
mueh  less  to  make  it  shorter.    But  I  know  I  write  to  a  Friend. 

I  am;  Sir,  with  great  Regard, 

Y'  most  obed.  &  most  Hbble  ServS 

W-  MACLAY. 

Directed, 

Publick  Service. 

Timothy  Matlaek,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  ezeoutiTe 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  favour  of  Jno.  Weitzel^  Esq. 


Capt.  Thos,  CLuaaAGB  to  Counjdil,  1779. 

a 

Fort  Bobcrtdeau,  August  the  6^,  1779. 

S', 

This  Morning  orived  at  this  post,  Brioging  With  me  what  men  I 
could  Collect  on  the  Way.  J  think  from  the  accounts  of  my  Brother, 
that  the  Number  of  the  Enemy  in  those  parts  must  be  Large.  I 
am  sorry  that  I  had  jiot  been  on  the  Frontiers  at  the  time  it  happened^ 
but  on  Receiving  your  Leter  Directing  me  to  apply  to  M'  Carson, 
in  Carlisle,  for  such  Articles  as  was  wanting  for  my  men,  it  Caused 
me  to  be  abroad — as  Near  an  ac't  as  I  Can  Give  is  mentioned  in  his 
Letter  to  the  Board  of  War. — I  hope  you  will  Excuse  me  in  Writeing 
Short  at  this  time,  as  the  Express  was  Waiting  when  my  Brother's 
Letter  was  Wrote. 

I  am  Your  Hb*  S'S 

THOMAS  CLUGGAGB. 

N.  B.— This  Moment  there  is  Twelve  men  arived,  and  with  them 
and  what  Can  be  Speared  from  this  garrison,  I  Will  march  Ema- 
dietly  to  morrison's  Caave. 

as  Above, 

THO  CLUGGAGE. 

To  the  Hounourable,  the  presscdant  of  the  Executive  Counsel. 
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Col.  Lxwis  Nicola  to  Pkbs.  Bseb,  1779. 
8', 

I  am  favonred  with  yoar  Ezeellonoiea  of  yesterday's  date,  &  am 
Bony  for  the  mistake,  particularly  as  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  com- 
ply with  your  Directions  to  the  full  extent.  The  money  expended 
m  the  recruiting  service  was,  as  I  informed  your  Excellency  &  the 
Vice  President,  borrowed  on  a  promise  of  being  immediately  repaid ; 
as  the  debt  continued  longer  than  I  expected,  I  was  anxious  to  dis- 
charge it  as  soon  as  I  received  money  from  M'  Writtenhonse. 

From  the  sum  ordered  I  concluded  it  was  intended  the  recruiting 
service  should  go  on,  &  informed  Col.  Pickering  therewith,  who 
supplied  me  with  money  to  pay  the  continental  bounty,  &  to  ei^Tedite 
the  service  as  far  as  was  in  nsy  power  giye  directions  for  recruiting ; 
ft  five  men  were  engaged  ft  partly  paid  before  the  mistake  was  dis- 
oovered.  The  costs  of  these  men  ft  amount  of  former  account,  makes 
28161 ;  if  you  will  please  to  furnish  M'  Writtenhonse  with  an  order 
for  that  sum,  I  will  repay  him  the  ballanoo. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  I  am,  with  respecti 

S'.  Your  most  obed.  ft  hum^  Servant^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inr. 
August  6th,  1779. 

Directed. 
To  his  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State. 


P&BS.  Rbbd  to  John  Orndt,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Aug«  6, 1779. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  His  Excellency,  the  President,  I  send  you  the  enclosed 
order  of  Council,  which  you  are  requested  to  send  to  Col^  Stroud's 
Neighbourhood,  and  have  the  same  formally  delivered  to  him  in  such 
manner  as  that  full  proof  may  be  had  of  the  delivery  thereof.  For 
this  purpose  it  will  be  proper  to  take  a  copy  of  it  compared  with  the 
original  by  the  person  who  shall  be  appointed  by  you  to  deliver  it 
to  Col'  Stroud,  ft  noting  the  day  of  serving  it. 

You  will  also  please  to  forward  the  enclosed,  as  directed,  to  CoU 
Weitsel. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
To  John  Omdt,  Esq'. 

Vol.  VII.— 27 
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GBNt.  Washington  to  Council,  1779. 

Head  Qoarten ,  Wett  Pointy 

6th  August,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  sandij  officers  belonging  to 
jour  State  who  have  been  in  oaptivitj  and  are  reported  bj  the 
commissary  of  prisoners  as  violaters  of  parole.  A  conduct  of  this 
kind  so  ignomiDioea  to  the  individuals  themselves,  so  dishonorable 
to  their  country  and  to  the  service  in  which  they  have  been  engaged 
— and  so  injurious  to  those  gentlemen  who  were  associated  with 
them  in  misfortune  but  preserved  their  honor-r-demands  that  every 
measure  should  .be  taken  to  deprive  them  of  the  benefit  of  their 
delinquency,  and  to  compel  their  return.  We  have  pledged  our- 
selves to  the  enemy  to  do  every  thing  in  our  power  for  this  parpoee, 
and  in  consequence  I  directed  Mr.  Beatty,  Gommisaary  of  prisoners^ 
to  issue  the  summons,  which"*"  ^  :i^  n^  * 

♦  ♦  «  ♦  ♦ 

of  the  different  States  to  enforce  compliance.  Most  of  these  persona 
never  haviog  been,  and  none  of  them  now  being  in  Continental  service, 
military  authority  will  hardly  be  sufficient  to  oblige  them  to  leave  their 
places  of  residence  and  return  to  captivity  against  their  inclination  : 
neither  will  it  be  difficult  for  them  to  elude  a  military  search  and 
keep  themselves  in  concealment.  I  must  therefore  intreat  that  yon 
will  be  pleased  to  take  such  measures  as  shall  appear  to  you  proper 
and  effectual  to  produce  their  immediate  return.  This  will  be  ren- 
dering an  essential  service  to  our  officers  in  general  in  captivity, 
will  tend  much  to  remove  the  difficulties  which  now  lie  in  the  way 
of  exchanges,  and  to  discourage  the  practice  of  violating  paroles  in 
future. 

Indorsed^ 

^*  1779,  rec*  Sept'  4<»».  From  His  Excellency  Gcnl;  Washington, 
A  List  of  American  Officers,  prisoners,  who  have  violated  their 
parole.    Answ*  Sept.  7, 1779. 

Directed, 
To  Gov  Reed. 

*  The  autograph  has  been  cut  from  this  letter,  depriying  the  first  page  of  a 
portion — indicated  by  the  **  The  list  of  officers  referred  to  has  not  been 
found.] 
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Sec'y  Matlack  to  thb  Wabbbns,  &c.,  1779. 

Hiilad^lphia,  Aagast  6, 1779. 
GeDtlemeiiy 

The  several  ferries  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia  being  by  law 
under  jour  direction,  I  send  yon  the  enelosed  letter  from  Coll. 
Pettit,  A.  Q.  M.  O.J  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  His  Excellency  the 
President. 

And  am  with  great  respect, 

Yonr  very  hm'hle  servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 

Directed, 

To  The  Wardens  &  Assessors  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 


P&B8.  Rbsb  to  Boabd  ov  Wab,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  August  6'^  1779. 
Oeatlemen, 

It  has  been  a  Bule  with  us  not  to  give  the  Articles  allowed  by 
the  As8^  to  any  Officers  but  those  who  were  with  the  Army  &  in 
the  Ordinary  Line  of  Duty.  The  inclosed  is  from  an  Officer  who 
represents  himself  as  left  by  Col.  Proctor  to  superintend  the  Hospital 
at  the  Yalley  Forge.  That  Officers  should  occasionally  visit  Hospi- 
tals we  believe  is  a  usual  Practice,  but  that  it  should  be  a  standing 
Puty  for  an  Officer  of  the  Line  to  remain  at  a  Hospital  to  superin- 
teud  the  Surgeous  appears  to  us  so  extraordinary  that  we  have  not 
given  an  Answer  to  this  Officer's  Kequest  till  you  should  favour  us 
with  some  Information  on  the  Subject^  which  we  request  you  to  do 
as  soon  as  convenient. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Gen*| 

Your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Ser.* 

*  Bee  CoL  JLec,  VoL  XIL,  p.  67. 


628  PENNSTLYANIA  ABOHIYES  1779. 


Pbes.  Bbkd  to  Mb.  Holksb,  1779. 

In  Gomieil, 

Philadelphia,  August  Oth,  1779. 

Sir, 

Having  in  the  enoloaed  Ilesolves*  expressed  our  Sense  of  the  lata 
Transactions  referr'd  to  as  by  Congress  &  yourself  we  should  have 
avoided  any  farther  Disoussions  of  Points  wherein  there  may  not 
be  a  perfect  Conformity  of  Sentiment,  if  we  did  not  hope  that  such 
Consequences  may  be  drawn  from  them  as  to  prevent  any  future 
Uneasiness  &  establish  you  in  the  Exercise  of  your  Functions  with 
Honour  &  Tranquility. 

We  cannot  question  the  Accuracy  ^  Justice  of  our  Expression 
that  your  Conduct  was  pnblickly  censored  because  it  is  the  expresi 
Subject  of  Compkint  in  your  Letter  of  the  24th  July,  wherein  joa 
observe  that  notwithstand'g  the  many  Circumstances  adduced  to 
show  the  Propriety  of  your  Conduct  ''you  are  still  held  up  to  the 
**  Publick  in  a  suspicious  Light  and  as  if  accountable  for  the  private 
<'  &  personal  Transactions  of  Mr.  Rumford  totally  foreign  to  you  & 
''  the  Instructions  or  Orders  given  by  you,''  this  was  the  Publication 
which  we  had  in  View  as  containing  an  Imputation  on  you,  forming 
the  Ground  of  your  Complaint  and  the  subject  of  Couffideration  for 
Congress  &  the  supreme  executive  Council,  &  upon  which  we  have 
employed  so  much  Time.  If  you  do  not  regard  it  as  a  publick  Im- 
putation but  merely  by  a  few  Individuals  we  hope  the  Impressions 
will  be  the  sooner  removed  &  will  give  you  less  Anxiety.  There 
may  be  an  Obscurity  of  Expression  in  combining  the  Imputation  & 
the  Justification  as  contained  in  the  same  News  Paper,  by  the  former 
we  meant  the  Contents  of  the  Papers  of  the  &  ult,  &  the  Latter 
the  Paper  of  the      ult. 

As  you  have  assured  us  your  Intention  in  laying  open  official 
Papers  to  the  publick  Inspection  of  private  Citizens  was  with  no  otbor 
J>e8ign  than  to  show  you  had  submitted  your  Conduct  k  Complaints 
to  the  View  of  publick  Authority,  we  wish  those  who  had  the  Conduct 
of  the  Business  had  conformed  to  your  Intentions  as  not  the  least 
Idea  of  this  kind  is  expressed,  but  on  the  other  Hand  a  clear  &  for* 
mal  Judgment  delivered  which  those  Gentlemen  from  the  partial 
View  of  the  Case  were  no  more  qualified  to  give  than  those  who  had 
expressed  a  different  Sentiment.  It  had  beside  this  an  Appearance 
of  Distrust  in  publick  Authority  to  which,  you  have  repeatedly  & 
very  properly  declared  you  conceived  yourself  alone  accountable. 
It  may  also  be  construed  Time  &  Circumstance  being  considered  aa 
involving  your  Affairs  with  local  Politics  &  Party  Views,  which  we 
most  earnestly  recommend  to  you  on  all  Occasions  to  avoid  even  the 
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PENNSYLVANIA  AECmVES  1779.  629 

Appearance  of  as  it  will  oooasion  yoa  namberleas  EmbaraasmeiitB  ft 
will  teud  to  alienate  the  Aflfeotion  of  at  least  a  Part  of  the  People 
from  your  Office  k  Person. 

After  requesting  ns  so  earnestly  both  yerbally  &  otherwise  to 
examine  into  this  IVansaotion  &  declare  our  Sense  upon  it  we  do  not 

Strfectly  comprehend  your  Idea  that  the  Information  respecting 
umford  has  no  sort  of  Relation  to  the  Resolve  &,  Reference  of  Con- 
gress or  is  any  way  cojrniiable  by  us.  If  his  Actions  the  in  another 
State  tend  to  disturb  the  Peace  &  Tranouillity  of  Pennsylvania  & 
form  a  Ground  of  publick  Discussion  we  shall  think  ourselves  autho- 
rized to  notice  them,  but  in  this  Instance  we  deemed  ourselves  bound 
to  do  so  because  yon  bad  particularly  requested  that  if  there  was  any 
Circumstance  doubtful  or  which  tended  to  countenance  any  Idea 
derogatory  to  you,  to  mention  it — It  is  not  our  Intention  to  inquire 
into  the  Merits  or  Demerits  of  Mr.  Rumford,  we  wish  he  had  given 
less  Cause  of  Offence,  &  from  the  Expression  in  your  Letter  of  the 
24,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  Part  of  this  we  thought  there  had 
been  but  one  Opinion  with  Respect  to  him — We  cannot  but  stijl  ex- 
press our  Wishes  that  he  had  not  been  continued  in  Employ  without 
vindicating  himself  from  the  Charge  in  Letters,  Affidavit,  &  we  are 
persuaded  upon  farther  Consideration  yon  will  alter  your  Sentiment 
as  to  the  Propriety  of  retaining  him  in  your  Service  till  he  was  con- 
victed of  a  Crime  in  due  Course  of  Law.  Would  you  retain  a  Do- 
mesttck  in  your  Service  charged  with  Infidelity  upon  Oath  untill  all 
the  Forms  of  Law  are  complied  with  &  he  was  taken  from  your  House 
to  suffer  the  Punishment  of  his  Offence.  That  Mr.  Wade  who  is  a 
Man  of  Veraoity  &  in  publick  Employ  informed  yon  Rumford  made 
an  undue  use  of  your  Name  has  been  asserted  &  not  contradicted,  & 
your  Certificate  conveys  the  same  Idea.  We  therefore  took  this  as  an 
unquestioned  Fact  We  beg  Leave  also  to  set  yon  riftht  in  your 
Ideas  of  legal  Prosecution  in  this  Case.  Ehd  the  Flour  neen  seised 
in  the  Aet  of  Exportation  it  would  have  been  forfeited  but  the  Flour 
having  most  probably  been  carried  off  in  Safety  your  waiting  the 
Event  of  such  a  Proseoation  was  to  wait  for  an  Event  which  would 
never  happen.— -We  oai^  easily  suppose  a  Stranger  to  our  Laws  & 
Customs  may  fall  into  such  Errors  very  innocently.  The  same  Un- 
acquaintance  may  possibly  have  led  yon  to  call  this  Information  a 
frivolous  Pretence  on  which  you  could  not  charge  your  Agents }  & 
If  we  were  to  hasard  an  Opinion  en  this  Point  it  would  be  that  tho 
mere  Accusation  may  not  be  sufficient  to  displace  an  Agent  if  sup- 
ported by  credible  Testimony  it  would  be  sufficient  to  canse  an  In- 
quiry &  suspend  his  Employ  till  he  should  remove  the  SuspieionSi 
Indeed  your  own  Sentiments  seem  in  a  great  Measure  to  concur  with 
ours  when  you  say  it  would  have  been  unjust  to  dismiss  Rumford 
without  Examination  into  his  Conduct.  But  this  Examination  never 
having  been  made  has  in  a  Degree  occasioned  the  present  Discussion. 
We  presume  there  has  been  an  Inadvertency  of  Expression  in  calling 
the  Informatioa  ia  this  Case  mere  Report.    No  leaeonabk  Penon 
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eoHld  expeet  yon  todismisBsn  Agent  np<»i  <'  mere  Beporty"  Imft  sorely 
8ir,  an  Oath  of  Facts  &  Information  given  yon  bj  a  reputable  Oitisen 
&  an  Officer  nnder  Congress  deserve  more  Attention  than  mere  Re- 
port. In  the  official  Transactions  of  this  Country  soch  has  been  deemed 
Eytdenee  sufficient  to  suspend  an  Officer  &  we  do  not  know  that 
any  bad  Consequences  hsve  resulted.  The  Endeavours  to  prevent 
the  Publications  having  been  ine&ctual  nothing  remains  but  to  ex- 
press our  Disaprobation  of  them  in  which  we  include  Rumfords  whicb 
contains  some  Insinuations  respecting  the  Alliance  that  we  think  very 
imprudent  &  unnecessary.  We  are  persuaded  he  must  in  this  In- 
stance also  have  acted  without  your  Countenance  &  Authority. 

As  you  decline  intermedling  with  the  Flour  we  shall  comply  with 
the  Re<iui8it]6n  of  Congress  thereupon. 

We  do  not  know  of  any  other  Means  of  refMreasing  the  Abuse  of 
the  Press  than  Prosecutions  in  a  Court  of  Law  which  Congress  by  a 
Resolution  of  the  Inst,  recommended  to  this  Board  in  the  present 
Case,  but  on  the  6th  Inst,  a  Representation*  was  laid  before  us  from 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  importing  that  the  magnani- 
mity &  Friendship  of  the  King  of  France  did  not  permit  him  to  insist 
upon  the  Ssecntion  of  that  Resolve  &  requesting  Council  to  waive  it 
unless  it  should  appear  absolutely  necessary  to  the  Congress  or  the 
Council.  If  it  is  your  Desire  notwithstanding  that  it  shall  be  carried 
into  Effect  we  shall  not  hesitate  to  give  the  necessary  Directions.— 
Having  in  a  former  Letter  expressed  to  you  our  Apprehensions  that 
the  procuring  publick  Supplies  by  Way  of  private  Commerce  during 
the  Embargo  will  be  attended  with  Difficulties  &,  Embarasmento  we 
have  nothing  farther  to  add  upon  that  Subject.  We  shall  be  happy 
to  And  ourselves  mistaken ;  Experience  does  not  wanunt  us  to  say 
the  Aid  of  publick  Authority  would  not  have  been  both  proper  k 
necessary,  as  well  in  the  Manner  as  the  Effect  of  procuring  Supplier 
Indeed  we  think  it  easy  to  demonstrate  that  white  the  highest  Price 
is  given  k  Exchange  continually  rising  to  support  that  Price  it  con- 
tributes to  depreciate  the  Currency  of  the  Ooimtry.  However  as  wo 
have  not  the  least  Desire  to  take  an  unnecessary  or  improper  Burthen 
on  ourselves  we  leave  the  Subject  to  your  own  Prudence  &  Oovem- 
ment  We  shall  have  Pleasure  in  conferring  with  you  upon  all  Oo- 
easions,  &  are  toady  to  receive  anv  Communioatioaa  you  may  bo 
pleased  to  mako  of  the  Powers  uuidbr  which  you  act.  We  observe 
that  Congress  have  thought  proper  to  devise  a  general  Mode  of  Com- 
munication on  this  subject.  We  hope  that  faonouraUe  Body  will  also 
define  Sl  mark  out  the  Extent  of  the  Powers  k  the  Privileges  annexed 
to  them  so  as  to  obviate  all  fiurthet  Difficulties.  Wo  assure  you  wo 
shall  conform  to  them  in  their  fullest  Latitude. 

We  now  Sir,  beg  Leave  to  conclude  with  a  few  general  Observa- 
tiooB  calculated  we  hope  to  promote  future  Ease  £  Tranquillity  ft 
cement  the  Friendship  of  the  two  Countries  so  fiur  as  the  State  of 
Pennaylvama  is  concerned.  When  every  Motive  that  can  iniuence 
the  huoMtt  Hind  muft  opesste  so  powetfully  to  ^  oontiary  we  can- 
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not  help  expresaing  great  CoDcerD  that  joa  Rhould  SBppose  the  People 
of  thia  City  or  State  capable  of  Outrage  or  personal  Insult  to  any 
Person  in  publick  Office  under  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  if  there 
Should  be  any  just  Cause  for  such  Apprehensions  be  assured  the 
Power  &  Disposition  of  publick  Authority  is  equal  to  the  Case.  And 
while  we  express  our  fullest  Determination  to  support  you  in  the 
Exercise  of  your  Functions  you  must  allow  ns  to  express  our  Ilope 
that  they  will  be  exercised  with  a  due  Respect  to  the  Authority  of  the 
State  &  an  Attention  to  the  general  Sentiment  of  the  People — We 
cannot  think  such  an  Attention  will  by  any  Means  derogate  from  the 
real  Dignity  of  Office  as  it  will  at  the  same  time  endear  your  Character 
&  facilitate*  your  Measures.  While  we  are  anxious  to  support  the 
Rights  of  publiok  Officers  we  are  not  insensible  of  our  own.  As 
administerioff  the  Goyemment  of  a  sovereign  &  independent  State  we 
shall  think  it  our  Duty  to  remark  the  Syass  of  publick  Office  & 
Character  if  ever  it  should  be  given  in  our  domestick  Concerns  more 
especially  if  the  Functions  of  such  Character  are  local  &  confined  to 
the  State.  And  if  such  Cases  should  happen  (which  we  hope  never 
will)  we  shall  esteem  it  our  Duty  in  any  Instance  under  that  of  the 
immediate  Representative  of  a  foreign  Power  to  make  such  direct 
Representations  as  were  suited  to  the  Occasion.  Relying  upon  ihe 
Justice,  Wisdom  &  Friendship  of  such  Power  &  more  especially  of 
his  most  Christian  Majesty  that  they  would  be  favourably  received. 
These  are  the  unanimous  Sentiments  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania  in  whose  Behalf  as  irell  as  my  own  I  have 
the  Honour  of  subscribing  myself. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obed. 

&  very  Hbbl  Serr*,* 

Dirededj 

To  the  Honble  Mr.  Holker,  Consul,  &o*,  &e*. 


Prss.  Bbed  to  Pbbs.  ov  Congrbss,  1779. 

Philad.  Council  Chamber,  Aug.  9, 1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  of  transmitting  yon  sundry  Resolutions  of  the 
Board  at  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  preside.  We  have  endea- 
voured to  investigate  the  Business  as  referred  to  us  upon  the  purest 
Principles  of  Justice  k  Impartiality  &  hope  what  we  have  done  will 

be  acceptable.  , 

Sundry  Letters  having  passed  between  this  Board,  Monsieur  Ge- 

*  Bee  answer  p.  641* 
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nrd  &  Mr.  Holker  we  shall  transmit  them  to  the  Delegates  of  tba 
State  to  be  laid  before  Congress  if  it  is  deemed  neoessary.  In  the 
mean  Time  we  beg  Leave  to  assure  that  Honoonble  Body  that 
nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  oar  Part  to  preserye  that  Harmony  & 
good  Correspondenee  which  onght  to  subsist  between  Nations  in 
Friendship  &  Alliance^  &  that  we  regard  with  great  Concern  eyery 
Event  which  calls  off  the  Attention  of  Congress  from  the  great  A 
important  Sabjeots  of  national  Welfare  to  such  DisoussionB  as  they 
have  been  engaged  in  on  this  Occasion. 

I  am  &c.| 

Sir^  your  moat  Obed. 

&  very  Hbblo  Servt. 

JOS.  REED,  President 


Sec'y  Mati:iAck  to  Jahbs  Clatpoolb  Sheriff,  1779. 

Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President,  &  the  Council  order  me  to  desire 
you  to  bring  Cap<  Sutter  Commander  of  the  Vessel  which  put  into 
this  Port  mm  S.  Carolina,  before  the  Council  this  evening  at  five 
o'clock,  in  order  for  his  examination. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  very  humble  Serv*, 

T.  M.,  Seo'y.* 
Philad.,  August  9, 1779. 

Dtreciedy 
To  James  Glaypoole  Esq.,  Sheriff. 


Hon.  Jambs  Thompson  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

Lancaster  County,  Aug*  9, 1779. 
Bespeoted  Sir, 

Since  I  came  home  I  have  engaged  about  Forty  Barrels  of  Flowerf 
in  the  Neighbourhood  and  might  have  had  more  at  the  same  price  if 
the  Regulation  which  was  entered  into  last  week  had  been  delayed 
a  little  Tonger,;but  I  dare  not  out  bid  the  limited  price  which  is  18£ 
and  I  think  these  that  have  grain  or  Flower  will  incline  to  hold  it  a 
while  to  see  what  force  the  Regulations  are  likely  to  have — a  Load 

*  There  is  no  notioe  of  this  matter  on  the  minutes, 
t  See  GoL  Bee.,  VoL  XU.,  p.  77. 
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or  two  perhaps  may  be  had  at  the  limited  price — as  some  Indiyidtt- 
als  will  think  it  Honourable  to  conform — ^the  plan  held  out  by  the 
Oity  Committee  for  Stoping  the  Emissions  is  very  generally  aproyeUi 
though  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  answer  the  end  so  effectually  as  is 
expected,  the  reasons  of  my  fear  is,  the  men  that  now  possess  the 
greatest  Sums  of  money  have  in  general  the  Smallest  share  of  Vir- 
tue, and  publick  Spirit,  and  many  of  the  farmers  who  wou'd  wish  to 
See  the  plan  executed  by  others  have  very  little  money  in  hand  or 
in  their  power,  and  will  think  it  enough  to  pay  one  Years  Tax.  I 
have  heard  no  more  of  the  Beinforcemei^t  that  was  Talk'd  of  when 
I  left  Town,  I  hope  that  account  is  not  True — the  Bearers  of  this 
will  call  on  Yon  for  money  to  pay  the  Flower  herein  mentioned 
Please  to  let  me  know  whither  I  must  send  it  by  Newport  or  Imme- 
diately to  Pfailad* — ^The  price  I  boueht  at  is  Twenty  Pound  ^  Hun- 
dred— I  applied  at  peach  Bottom,  there  is  grain  there  Considerable, 
but  cannot  be  bought  so  low  as  in  this  County.  The  Fluxe  are 
very  General  and  Mortal  in  our  Neighbourhood  and  two  of  my 
Children  are  under  this  Loathsome  disorder  as  one  of  them  seems 
dangerous,  I  will  not  get  much  abroad  to  Enquire  for  Wheat  or 
flower,  till  an  alteration  takes  place,  Excuse  Haste,  from 

Sir,  your  veiy  Obedient 

Humble  Serv*, 

JAMES  THOMPSON. 

Directedy 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  Counoill,  Philadelphia. 

Fav'd  by  the  BeVd  \ 
Jno.  Smith.         J 


PaBSiDBirr  Bbbd  to  Mons.  Gbeabd,  1779. 

In  Coancily 

PhUada.,  August  9th,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  are  extremely  happy  to  find  by  your  Favour  of  the  6*  Insi 
that  the  Measures  taken  by  this  Board  &  the  Assurances  given  are 
so  aeceptable,  Be  assured  that  we  shall  rejoice  in  every  Opp  to 
manifest  and  confirm  them.  The  inclosed  Besolutions  we  hope 
will  fully  demonstrate  our  Sentiments  on  the  Subject  referr'd  to  us, 
and  we  think  we  may  with"  Confidence  assure'^you  that  there  is  no 
Danger  that  such  exceptionable  Conduct  will  be  again  repealed. 
These  Resolutions  we  have  transmitted  to'Coogress  &  directed  to  be 
published  in  the  News  Papers  as  the  most  publick  Mode  of  Inform. 

87* 
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ation.  Bat  while  we  have  been  studious  &  even  anxious  to  vindieata 
M'  Holker  from  undeserved  Reproach  we  have  taken  the  laberty 
to  put  him  on  his  Guard  in  some  Particulars  wherein  he  may  unin- 
tentionallj  err  &  involve  himself  &  us  in  disagreeable  Discussions. 
We  have  no  Doubt  his  ffood  Sense  &  Oandour  will  interpret  them 
as  the  Cautions  of  Friendship  rather  than  Marks  of  Distrust  much 
less  of  Complaint 

We  cannot  close  this  Letter  without  expressing  our  Sense  of  the 
Generosity  of  Mind  shewn  in  waving  the  Prosecution^  the  Reasons 
ffiven  will  operate  with  us  as  fresh  Inducements  to  rivet  the  Union 
&  Interests  of  the  two  Countries  by  every  Tye  of  Attachment  & 
Affection,  &  remove  far  from  us  ev^y  Ground  of  unpleasant 
Discussion. 

We  cannot  but  think  it  will  now  be  agreeable  to  you  Sir,  to  bring 
this  Business  to  an  Issue,  it  is  our  Wish  tnat  it  may  be  forgot  or  only 
remembered  as  having  given  an  Opp'  to  manifest  mutual  Affection  h 
reciprocal  Regard. 

With  the  most  lively  Sentiments  of  Respect  &  Regard|  I  have 
the  Honour  to  subscribe  myself 

Sir  Your  most  obed. 

I  &  very  Hbble  Ser*. 


Col.  Lewis  Nicola,  to  Prks.  Rsto,  1779. 

Inclosed  is  the  order  for  15000  dollars  sent  to  me  by  mistake.* 

I  sent  off  four  of  the  recruits  to  Camp  last  Saturday  &  hope  they 

will  arrive  safe,  the  5th  deserted  through  the  neglicence  of  a  oor- 

8 oral,  for  which  he  has  been  reduced,  tho  the  man  was  passed  the 
ren^  consequently  no  longer  at  the  risque  of  the  reomiting  officer 
yet  as  a  proof  that  I  undertake  tho  recruiting  business  more  out  of 
regard  to  the  service  than  a  proqwot  of  profit  I  am  willing  to  take 
the  loss  on  myself  tho  I  assure  you  the  reward  I  have  got  for  my 
anxiety  &  trouble,  all  flosses  |,&  expences  in  reeruiting  five  men 
deducted  from  the  allowance,  would  not  at  present  pay  for  half  a 
bowl  of  punch. 
Permit  me  to  assure  yon  that  I  am  with  respect, 

S'  your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

August  9th,  1779. 

Directed, 

To  the  Hon<*  George  Bryan  Viee  President  of  the  State. 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Y^  ZIL,  p.  6(i,  68. 
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Julj81«    1779. 

.   Beoeived  of  David  Eittenliouae  Five  Thooaand  Dollars  ia  part  of 
Uie  wiUiin  Order^  5000. 

The  within  Order  ia  cancelled  agreeably  to  the  cKreotion  of 
Council  on  the  9th  Aug*^  1779. 

TY.  MATLACK.  Soti^. 


Coil.  John  Bull  to  Prbs.  Bbsd,  1779. 

Sir, 

In  sinking  y  Shivcrdefriex  we  find  it  Absolutely  Necessary  to 
have  a  Nother  Shallop  a  Boat  and  three  anchors  and  Cables  &c.| 
Which  are  not  only  Expensive  Articles  but  Dificult  to  be  Procnr'd 
Council  will  Please  to  Determine  wether  it  will  not  be  Advisable  to 
Grant  an  order  upon  the  Quarter  master,  Coll.  Mitchell,  for  those 
Articles  or  Give  me  their  Directions  how  to  Procure  them.  Which 
will  Oblige  ^ 

Their  obed'ent  Hu'bl  Servt. 

JN«  BULL. 

Philada.,  August  9th,  1779. 

JMrecied, 
His  Ezceleney  the  Preside  of  y*  Honl.  Executive  Goim(»l  &e. 


Col.  Lbwis  Nicola  to  Pres.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

AsroA  Walsh  hte  Csptain  of  the  Schooner  Nancy,  taken  by  the 
English,  was  carried  into  New  Tork ;  which  he  left  last  Thursday, 
says,  that  being  wounded  he  was  permitted  to  remain  a  prisoner  at 
large  in  the  city  where  he  was  treated  with  much  insolence  &  abaaa 
by  the  refugees. 

When  coming  out  himself  &  baggage  were  carried  by  a  guard  to 
Gen.  Patterson's,  where  every  article  belonging  to  himself  &  servant 
was  most  minutely  examined ;  not  a  shirt,  pair  of  stockings  or  any 
other  particular  left  unopened,  least  any  papers  should  bo  concealed. 

Every  stranger  going  into  New  Tork,  oy  land  or  water,  is  obliged 
within  24  hours,  to  give  his  name  to  the  officer  of  the  police,  &  any 
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inhabtiaai  xeoeiring  a  stranger  neglecting  thb  is  first  sent  to  the 
prevosty  then  turned  out  of  the  Lines. 

The  English  are  lerelling  all  the  works  oatside  King's-bridge, 
within  which  they  intend  to  draw  their  troops.  Thej  are  strong! j 
fortifying  Tork|  Staten  &  OoTenor's  Islands. 

Lord  Comwallis  took  the  command  the  first  instant  Sir  Heniy 
Clinton,  (}ot.  Trjon  &  two  other  Oenls.  whose  names  he  forgets^ 
being  recalled. 

The  Fleet  that  sailed  up  the  soand  was  retnmed. 

The  Americans  having  brought  down  some  heavr  cannon  to  the 
shore,  opposite  a  60  gun  ship  that  laj  off  New  London,  obliged  her 
to  cut  her  cables,  but  it  being  calm,  she  was  much  damaged  before 
she  could  get  out  of  gun-ehot  This  ft  a  frigate  are  the  only  yessela 
of  force  left.  Sir  G^rgo  Collier  having  sailed  last  Tuesday  with  8 
ships. 

This  day  week  a  vessel  arrived  with  the  account  of  the  action  ia 
the  West  Indies.  Sir  George  Collier  immediately  seized  all  the 
papers  found  on  board  her.  The  Captain,  when  he  landed,  said  the 
English  fleet  had  been  severely  drubbed,  on  which  he  was  carried 
before  Oenl.  Patterson  &  all  intelligence  on  this  subject  suppressed. 

A  few  days  before  he  left  New  York  it  was  reported  that  the 
Americans  in  S.  Carolina  had  taken  two '  English  gallics  ft  some 
armed  boats,  &  had  got  between  their  army  ft  ships. 

The  Inhabitants  in  New  York  appear  much  alarmed  &  in  great 
confusion.    We  heard  that  Verplank's  point  was  evacuated. 

Corpl.  James  Anderson,  of  the  71st,  left  King's-ferry,  yesterday 
was  a  week.  The  English  were  repairing  the  works  at  Stony  Point 
ft  made  some  more  abattis  at  Verplank's ;  the  garrison  of  the  former 
consisted  of  the  42',  68',  64^  ft  Companies  of  Fannings ;  at  the 
latter  of  the  33  ft  about  160  of  the  71st,  Robinson's  reg<.  ft  4  Com- 
panies of  JP'annings. 

It  was  sa^  among  the  soldiers  that  the  Troops  at  Yerplank's 
point  were  to  be  withdrawnj  ft  only  stony  point  to  be  garrisoned. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Your  Excellencies 

Most  obedient  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
Aug.  9, 1779. 

JDireetedp 
To  his  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State. 
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John  Carsoit  to  Pass.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Garlide,  AaK"  9(li,  1779. 

Yonr  Letter  by]Mr.  Agnew  of  the  6th  of  Jane^'*'  I  reoeiTed  in  dae 
time  after  the  date  thereof,  together  with  Ten  Thonsand  Dollars. 
I  have  aplied  it  agreeable  to  your  Direotion,  in  purchasing  hunting 
shirtSi  shoesi  Legona,  &o.y  for  the  RangerSi  with  as  much  frugality 
ft  Boonomy  as  was  in  my  power.  The  Men  are  as  yet  without 
BlanketS;  nor  is  it  possible  to  procure  them  in  this  part  of  the 
Country,  and  Unless  you  send  them  from  below  I  am  at  a  Loss  to 
know  how  they  will  be  supply'd.  If  you  send  them  up  to  Me  I 
shall  forward  them  to  the  Troops  as  Quickly  as  possible.  Mr. 
Thompsoni  the  Muster  Master,  will  be  with  you  in  a  few  Days,  who 
can  inform  you  how  many  Blankets  will  be  wanted,  as  all  the  men 
that  are  Enlisted  are  without.  I  drew  from  Col.  John  Dayis, 
D.  Q.  M.  Q.,  what  Canteens  &  Camp  Kettles  were  wanted,  as  I 
could  not  get  them  made  here,  and  the  men  could  not  March  without 
them. 

I  am,  with  Respect, 

Tour  Excellency's  Obt.  ft 

Very  h'ble  Serv*, 

JN-  CARSON. 
Directedp 

On  pnbliok  serriee. 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Presid*  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Ooonoil. 
Fayoured  by  Mr.  Power. 


Pres.  Bbbd  to  Hon.  Thomas  MoEban,  1799. 

Council  Chamber, 

Aug*  10th,  1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  just  informed  that  Dayid  Lenox  has  grossly  insulted 
ft  abused  Robert  Smith,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Agents  of  forfeited  Estates, 
in  the  Execution  of  his  Office.  We  request  you  to  take  the  most 
Tigorous  Measures  on  this  Occasion,  not  only  as  the  Honour  but  the 
Interest  of  the  State  is  deeply  concerned.  It  being  our  full  Intention 
not  only  to  yindicate  the  Officers  of  the  Government^  but  support 
them  with  our  utmost  Weight  ft  Influence. 

*  See  page  470. 
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We  are  also  informed  that  one  Capt  Nichols  or  Nicholson,  a 
Continental  officer)  had  a  Share  in  the  Affray.  If  it  sfaoald  prove 
so  we  trnst  some  other  Notice  may  be  taken  of  his  Condaot  besides 
that  of  the  orcfinary  Conrse  of  Jastice. 

I  am;  Sir,  with  doe  Bespecti 

Yew  Obed.  H'bble  Serrt., 

JOSEPH  REED, 
President. 


Davib  Harris  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

■ 

Baltimore^  11*^  Ang",  1779. 

Sir; 

I  received  yonr  Excellencies  letter  yesterday  inclosing  a  Resolve 
of  Council  ab  the  Prothonotaries  Office  of  Northumberland  Coanty, 
In  which  Pm  ooncerned.  As  it  is  the  Opinion  of  Council  that  1 
ought  to  reside  in  the  County  and  exercise  the  Office  m  vself,  I  beg 
your  Excellency  will  inform  them  with  pleasuie  I  shall  b^me  a 
resident  &  execute  the  Duties.  I  deputed  my  Brother  in  July  lasL 
who  now  acts ;  he  has  the  advice  of  a  Gentleman  Well  aoquaintea 
with  the  nature  of  the  Office,  so  that  the  business  is  not  aegleeted  ; 
And  as  I  have  been  for  sometime  i&  Trade  must  beg  your  Indul- 
gence to  remain  in  this  place  two  or  three  Weeks  in  Order  to  dose 
my  Aoc^.  Your  letter  coming  by  way  of  Suabury  oooaaioned  my 
not  receiving  it  sooner,  as  Opportunities  from  that  Quarter  are  nofc 
frequent.  A  successor  may  have  been  appointed  in  consequence  of 
my  not  answering  your  letter  sooner.  I  should  esteem  it  as  a  par- 
ticular favour  to  be  Honored  with  a  line  ^  next  post. 

And  am 

Wiih  due  respect, 

Your  Excellencies 

Obedient  H'ble  Serv*, 

DAVID  HARRIS* 
*  See  Ool.  Ree.,  YoL  XIL|  p.  75. 
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Prbs.  Bbed  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1779. 

In  Council, 

PhilaMphia,  August  lltb|  1779. 

CkntlemeUi 

I  have  the  Honour  of  inclosing  you  a  Resolution  to  which,  from 
its  Nature  &  importance,  we  have  no  Doubt  you  will  pay  an  imme* 
diate  Attention.  The  Merchants  &  Traders  we  have  Beason  to 
believe  are  already  making  Contracts  for  Flour,  so  that  both  Justice 
&  Policy  require  they  should  have  the  earliest  Notice  of  a  Benewal  of 
the  Embargo  if  that  should  happen  to  be  the  Case.  Should  it  not 
come  to  an  immediate  Decision  we  recommend  it  to  you  to  move 
that  it  be  kept  secret,  that  Advantages  may  not  be  taken  by  one 
^trader  of  another  &  thereby  Disgust  given. 

We  need  not  remind  you  that  very  little  new  Wheat  is  yet 
thresh'd— -or  will  be  before  October.  So  material  a  Circumstance 
will  not  escape  your  notice. 

I  am  with  doie  Com^deration  Qeat. 

Your  mest  obed*  Hbble.  Servi. 


Pres.  Beed  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1779. 

QwAemetkf 

The  Papers  which  accompanv  this  are  so  voluminous  that  we 
would  not  send  them  so  officially  to  Congress  as  to  claim  a  Notice 
on  yonr  Journals.  But  as  they  shew  that  this  Business  is  now 
brought  to  a  happy  Issue  with  Mens'  Gerard  we  deemed  it  a  Matter 
of  Duty  &  Bespect  to  your  Hon*  Board  to  lay  the  Papers  before 
them  in  such  a  Manner  as  that  if  any  of  the  Members  thought  it 
necessary  to  inspect  them  they  might  be  enabled  so  to  do."^ 

I  am  Gent,  most  respectfully 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Serv. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XiL  p.  71. 
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Pres.  Bbsd  to  Board  of  War,  1779. 

In  Council^ 

Philadelpliiay  Angiut  12th,  1779. 
OoDt. 

We  send  jou  herewith  the  latest  Aoeoants  from  the  Frontiers. — 
We  are  sorry  Genl.  Sallivan  shonld  make  Use  of  such  incantioini 
Expressions,  and  more  especially  as  there  is  so  little  Reason  for 
them.  We  gave  him  Expectations  that  the  new  raised  Rangers 
would  be  sent  to  him,  but  the  Superior  Encouragement  given  to  the 
Boat  Service,  in  which  there  are  450  Men  from  Pennsylvania,  has 

frevented  that  Corps  even  being  filled  to  one  quarter  its  CompIim^ 
t  would  have  been  idle  to  send  him  single  Recruits,  &  the  Officers 
had  orders  to  join  him  as  soon  as  their  respective  Companies  shonld 
be  in  any  tolerable  Force.  This  having  never  happened,  for  the 
Reasons  set  forth  in  Col.  Hunter's  Letter,  his  Complaints  are  un- 
reasonable. 

In  a  Letter  received  from  Col.  Hnbley,  he  says  that  a  Body  of 
Men  might  have  been  detached  on  this  late  Alarm  without  any 
Inconvenience,  and  it  appears  by  the  Geography  of  the  Country 
that  the  Circuit  round  to  the  Rendeavoas  at  Tioga  would  have  been 
very  trifling.  The  Pennqylva&ia  Troops  were  desirous  to  be  sent, 
k  in  all  Probability  the  Consequences  would  have  been  inclosing  the 
Indians  between  two  Fires,  as  there  are  500  Volunteers  now  in  that 
Quarter.  Instead  of  which  he  not  only  called  off  every  Man  he 
possibly  could,  but  took  away  every  Ounce  of  Ammunition,  tho' 
earnestly  requested  to  leave  some  for  the  Use  of  the  Inhabitants. 
As  the  County  is  now  broken  up,  &  in  a  Manner  ruined,  it  is  less  an 
Object  of  Concern,  so  as  to  induce  us  to  run  the  State  to  as  great 
Expenoe  to  guard  the  Ashes  &  Ruins  of  the  Houses,  but  as  the  Sus- 
quehanna is  the  Channel  of  Communication  with  his  Army,  &  rasst 
be  kept  open,  which  will  bo  more  &  more  difficult  as  he  advances, 
we  submit  to  your  Consideration  whether  it  will  not  be  necessary 
to  have  a  Body  of  Troops  for  this  Purpose,  especially  to  have  a 
Strong  Post  at  Sunbury,  where  there  is  now  a  great  Stock  of  Pro- 
visions, &  which  must  be  the  Magazine.  If  you  agree  with  us  in 
Opinion,  &  make  a  Requisition  or  such  a  Number  of  Men  as  you 
think  necessary  for  the  Purpose,  we  will  call  forth  the  Militia — for 
if  the  necessary  Posts  of  Communication  are  not  kept  up,  we  think 
it  impossible  to  prevent  the  Expedition  being  fmstratcKl,  not  only 
with  Loss  &  Disgrace,  but  perhaps  the  Destruction  of  the  Troops 
engaged  in  it 

Submitting  these  Things  to  your  most  Serious  Consideration,  I 
remain, 

Oent.,  Tour  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv. 

P.  S.  After  Perusal,  you  will  please  to  return  the  Papers,  they 
being  Originals. 

To  the  II  W 
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MoKS.  HoLKBR  TO  Pres.  Bbed,  1779. 

Philadelphia;  j*  12th  AugosX,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  was  duly  honored  with  yonr  letter  of  the  9th;*  to  the  Contents 
of  which  I  shall  pay  the  most  Serious  attention. 

As  I  conceive  that  all  further  discussion  upon  the  suhject  to 
which  the  aforesaid  letter  relates  is  unnecessary,  I  shall  wave  mak- 
ingany  observation  thereon. 

x  our  Ezoelleney  may  be  persuaded  I  shall  continue  to  exercise 
my  Functions  with  all  due  respect  to  the  authority  of  the  State,  in 
onier  to  obtain  the  entire  confidence  &  approbation  of  Government, 
as  well  88  the  affection  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of  Pennsilvania  in 
general,  &  citizens  of  Philadelphia  in  particular. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  know  when  &  where  I  can  have  the  honor  of 
conferring  with  you  on  the  time  k  mode  of  presenting  my  Commis- 
sion of  Consul  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  so  as  it  may  be 
recorded  in  the  manner  which  may  be  deemed  the  most  proper ;  in 
the  mean  while  Permit  me  to  Subscribe  my  Self,  with  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  devoted  & 

Very  humble  Servant, 

HOLKER. 

His  Ezoelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'*,  President  of  the  State. 


Bbsolution  of  CoNaRBSS,  1779. 

In  Congress,  August  12tb,  1779. 

Whereas,  Francis,  chevalier  de  la  Nos,  Jules  Anne  Le  Moine, 
chevalier  de  Neufeillo,  Julian  Bouchaud,  and  Joseph  Jacob  du 
Petre,  Subjects  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  have  by  due  course 
of  Law  recovered  judgment  against  John  Douglass,  late  Commander 
of  the  privateer  Schooner  called  the  Hunter,  by  commission  under 
Congress,  for  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 

Kunds  for  injuries  they  had  sustained  from  the  said  John  Doug- 
is,  while  acting  under  pretext  of  his  said  Commission  in  seizing 
and  taking  the  said  Francis,  Chevalier  de  la  Nos,  Jules  Anne  le 
Moine,  Chev'  du  Neufeille,  Julian  Bouchaud,  and  Joseph  Jacob  du 
Petre,  their  Vessel  &  Cargo,  and  that  stnoe  the  said  judgment  was 

*  See  page  628. 
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obtained,  the  said  John  Douglass  hath  absconded  ont  of  the  State 
of  PennsjlTamn;  and  eluded  the  said  judgment  and  pretented  redress 
for  the  said  injuries  committed,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  tbo  bond  given  at  the  time  the  said  John  Bouglafls 
obtained  his  said  Commission  be  put  in  suit,  and  that  his  said  Com- 
mission be  vacated  &  made  void,  and  also  that  the  said  John  Dang- 
lass  be  not  admitted  to  hold  any  Commission  under  these  United 
States  on  board  any  Ship  or  Vessel  of  War  until  such  time  as  he 
shall  surrender  himself  &  abide  the  said  judgment  against  him,  or 
procure  the  same  to  be  reversed  or  set  aside  by  due  course  of  Law. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y,* 


GoL.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Pres.  Bbed,  1779. 

S* 

Col.  Henry  delivered  me  your  Ezcellenc/s  message  yesterday, 
with  the  book,')*  which  I  have  examined,  &  do  not  think  any  thing 
need  be  added  to  what  you  have  selected,  unless  it  be  p.  57,  Art. 
3,  4  &  5,  &  the  signals  l^  drums  in  the  21  chap.^  which,  I  believe, 
should  be  known  by  the  militia,  as  they  are  often  of  use. 

When  I  removed  from  the  country  to  this  city,  I  was  applied  to 
to  undertake  disciplining  the  militia.  I  represented  to  the  offioerv 
commanding  battalions,  that  several  of  the  eyolutions  their  corps 
performed  were  merely  for  shew,  &  of  little  use  on  service.  I  waa 
desired  to  draw  up  an  account  of  what  I  thought  necessary,  which  I 
did ;  and  a  meeting  of  the  field  officers  was  appointed  to  examine 
my  performance — part  was  examined,  &  the  meeting  adjourned;  but 
before  the  day  appointed,  I  was  seized  with  a  nervous  fever  that 
confined  me  the  whole  winter.  In  spring,  I  resumed  my  task ;  k 
as  Congress  had  then  reaised  some  regular  troops,  I  made  some 
additions  to  the  work  relative  to  field  &  garrison  duty.  I  beg  leave  to 
send  you  a  copy,  &  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am,  with  respect^ 

S'f  Tour  most  hum'« 

&  obed*  Serv^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
Aug**  12th,  1779. 

Directed,  ^ 

To  his  Excel'',  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State. 

*  See  CoK  Reo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  76. 

f  Probably  Baron  Steuben's  on  military  discipline,  of  which  the  State 
printed  1000  copies.    CoL  Eao.,  VoL  Mht  p.  7a. 
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Col.  Lbwiq  Nicola  xo  Pbbbi  Rkbp,  1779. 

Ang^  12*  1779. 

S', 

I  b^  yoa  will  ioform  bis  Ezoel^,  the  President,  &  the  Hon^* 
Execative  Coancili  that  Lt.  Gibbons  has  been  pat  under  an  arrest 
bj  order  of  the  Board  of  War^  &  is  to  go  to  camp  this  day  under  the 
care  of  Lt.  White. 

Also,  that  one  of  the  recruits  last  raised  who  deserted^^has  been 
taken  this  morning. 

I  am^  S**! 

your  very  hum'*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NIOOLA;  T.  M. 
Directed^ 
To  Col.  Matlack^  or  acting  Secretai;y  ia  Council. 


Gbn.  Danl.  Bobbrdbau  to  Pbss.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Philad%  Aug^  12%  1779. 
Sir, 

An  answer  to  your  Ezcellenc/s  favor  of  yesterday  was  delayed 
until  I  could  consult  the  Committee  that  presented  a  plan*  to  your 
Excellenoyi  and  the  Hon'%  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  for 
restoring  the  paper  Currency  in  Circulation  to  credit;  and  I  am 
I  now  warranted  to  assure  you,  that  said  Plan  does  not  mean  to  com- 

prehend any  other  Tax  than  Continental.    I  am,  most  respectfully, 

Sir,  Y'  most  obedient 

very  hum*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  ROBEBDEAU. 

Dxreded. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

In  Council. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  67,  also  p.  621  of  this  Volume. 
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Bbnjt.  G.  ETBBy  ko.j  TO  Pbb9.  Bbbd^  1779.* 

PhiladelphiB,  Aagnst  12%  1779. 
Sir, 

We,  the  sabscribers,  having  it  under  consideration,  the  taking  np 
several  Vessels*  sunk  in  the  river  Delaware  bv  the  Ghevanx  jy 
Freeze,  while  this  City  was  in  possession  of  the  Enemy ;  and  as  the 
same  will  be  attended  with  very  considerable  expence,  We  have 
taken  the  liberty  before  we  proceed  farther,  to  request  the  favour  of 
your  Excellency  to  lay  this  business  before  the  Hon'^  the  fixeentive 
Council,  In  order  to  be  informed  whether  we  have  the  Sanction  of 
that  Honourable  Body  in  this  undertaking  That  we  may  govera 
ourselves  accordingly. 

Which  will  in  a  particular  manner  oblidge, 

Sir,  Your  most  obedient 

and  most  hum.  S«rvtP, 

BENJAMIN  G.  EYRE, 
W-  TURNBULL  for  self  and 
GEORGE  HENRY,  f  order, 
JA-  CRAIG,  jun., 
JN«PATTON. 
Directedy 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Prest. 


Lettbb  OB  Opinion  of  C.  J.  MoKban  to  Pbbs.  Bbei>, 

1779, 

Sir, 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  have  been  pleased  to  inform  me^ 
that  divers  persons  late  inhabitants  of  this  State  have  been  taken  at 
Sea  in  arms  against  the  United  States,  on  board  of  vessels  commis- 
sioned by  the  Enemy,  to  make  prises  of  the  Ships  of  this  and  the 
other  Confederated  States,  and  that  they  are  now  in  confinement, 
either  for  trial  and  punishment,  or  to  exchange,  and  have  requested 
me  to  take  into  consideration  the  case  of  the  said  prisoners,  and  give 
my  opinion  how  far  they  are  liable  as  traitors  or  pirates,  and  by 
what  means  they  may  be  brought  to  justice,  distinguishing  if  neces- 
sary between  the  predicament  of  suoh  as  joined  the  enemy  before  the 
declaration  of  Independence,  the  new  Establishment  of  civil  Govern- 
ment or  any  other  Era  I  may  judge  material. 

*  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol  XII.,  p.  76. 
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Notwithstanding  the  diffionltj  and  importance  of  the  subject 
matter  of  this  Act  of  Gonnoil  as  I  conceive  it  requires  an  immediate 
answer,  I  will  humbly  submit  the  following. 

I  shall  take  it  for  granted  at  this  day,  that  all  the  suhfects  of 

Pennsylvania  of  the  age  of  disoretion,  and  of  sane  memory,  male  or 

female,  may  be  guilty  of  treason,  and  that  no  offence  can  be  adjudged 

I  High  Treason  unless  it  be  clearly  and  without  argument  or  influence 

within  the  meaning  of  some  Ad  of  Auemhltfy  for  no  such  act  can  be 

extended  by  Equity. 

I  It  appears  clear,  that  every  person  inhabiting,  residing  or  sojourn- 

t  ing  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  11th  day  of  February 

I  1777,  or  at  any  time  since,  (except  prisoners  of  war)  owed  allegiance 

1  to  this  State. 

It  seems  also  clear  that  Treason,  being  an  offence  against  Govern' 
ment  and  tending  to  iu  dissolution,  could  not  be  committed  in 
Pennsylvania  until  a  new  Government  was  formed,  and  then  by 
persons  owing  allegiance  thereto. 

It  may  admit  of  some  doubt,  at  what  precise  time  a  new  Oovem- 
ment  was  formed  iu  Pennsylvania,  for  on  the  14th  day  of  May, 
1776,  all  authority  under  the  Kiog  of  Great  Britain  ceased,  which 
has  been  since  so  declared  by  an  Act  of  the  Commonwealth,  tho' 
there  was  no  compleat  declaration  of  Independence  untill  th6  4th 
day  of  July  following,  and  some  may  argue  that  all  civil  power  or 
authority  on  the  declaration  of  the  said  14th  of  May,  immediately 
vested  in  the  Committees,  Conventions  and  in  Congress,  others  that 
it  did  not  so  vest  until  the  declaration  of  absolute  Independence, 
and  perhaps  it  may  with  as  much  weight  be  said,  that  the  civil 
power  of  the  community  was  not  properly  and  fully  delegated  until 
the  election  held  after  the  Dissolution  of  the  General  Convention  for 
establishing  the  new  Constitution. 
I  I  am  aware  that  the  Convention  passed  an  Ordioanoe  for  the 

punishment  of  treason,  &c.,  but  as  they  were  chosen  by  the  people 
for  another  purpose,  and  I  do  not  find  that  their  Ordinance  has  been 
since  confirmed  or  recognized  by  the  Legislature,  it  appears  to  me 
not  adviseable  to  proceed  upon  it  in  the  courts  of  Justice. 
'  Upon  the  whole  I  think  it  the  safer  course  in  so  unprecedented 

'  and  doubtful  a  case  to  consider  all  the  late  inhabitants  of  this  State 

taken  in  open  war  as  enemies  and  prisoners  of  war,  who  did  not  on 
the  11th  day  of  February,  1777,  or  since  owe  allegiance  to  this  State, 
as  Treason  was  not  accurately  defined  or  declared  by  the  Legislature 
until  that  period. 

As  to  the  manner  of  bringing  to  justice  traitors,  pirates,  &c.» 
offending  upon  the  Sea,  it  is  clearly  pointed  out  by  the  15th  &  16th 
sections  of  the  act  of  General  Assembly,  intitled  ''an  Act  for 
establishing  a  court  of  Admiralty"  passed  the  ninth  day  of  Septem- 
ber last,  80  far  as  respeots  such  offences  commited  after  that  time, 
to  wit,  that  they  may  oe  tried  for  the  same  in  any  court  of  Oyer  & 


A 
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Termiaer  held  for  the  City  of  Philadelphis  before  the  Josticee  of  the 
gapream  ooiirt|  aad  the  Judge  of  the  Adxnindtj  for  the  time  being. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  the  atmost  regard 

your  Ezeellenoy's  &  the  Gonncirs 

most  obedient  humble  servaiit 

THO.  MoKEAN.* 
PhiladelphiBy  Augiut  13th^  1779. 

Direciedf 
To  his  BxeelleDoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


Col.  Lbwis  Nicola  to  Pres.  B£sd,  1779. 

Sir, 

Three  deserters  part  of  five  mentioned  in  the  pass  the  other  two 
haviQg  staid  in  the  Jerseys  from  the  Loyal  Volunteers  of  Ireland  left 
York  island  last  Saturday  evening  by  swimming  over  the  North 
Biver.  for  which  purpose  they  put  their  clothes  in  their  overalls  & 
tied  these  round  their  necks.  The  body  of  the  army  is  on  the  island 
where  works  are  throwing  up  from  river  to  river  between  Kings- 
bridge  &  fort  Washington,  those  outside  Bangs-bridge  are  demolish- 
ing. Some  armed  vessels  are  stationed  in  the  river  at  every  place 
where  it  can  conveniently  be  crossed  from  Stony-point  to  the  City. 
A  fleet  with  reinforcements  has  been  long  eipected,  but  none  yet 
arrived.  The  informants  did  not  hear  any  thing  of  the  Sea  engage- 
ments. When  they  deserted  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  still  commanded 
but  was  to  be  succeeded  by  Lord  Cornwallis.  Desertion  has  been 
very  great  but  must  decrease  while  the  army  continues  on  the  island 
from  the  difficulty  of  getting  off.  These  men  never  received  anj 
pay,  2i  p'  day  is  stopped  for  rations  &  the  remainder  is  consumed 
for  extra  clothiog,  washing  &c. 

I  am 

with  respeet 

your  Excellencies 

Most  Humble  &  obd'  Serv* 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
Aug*  Uth,  1779. 

Directedf 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  President  of  the  State. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  74. 
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Pbbs.  07  CoNGasss  TO  Prks.  Rbsd,  1779. 

« 

(Circular.) 

Philadelphia,  14  Aag",  1779. 
Sir, 

CoDgresa  have  deemed  it  highly  necessary  to  inform  yon  that  the 
Enemy  hare  exerted  rhemselyes  to  send  oat  a  very  considerable 
reinforcement  to  their  army  now  in  America.  Seven  thousand  were 
destined  hither  from  Europe,  and  three  thousand  from  the  West 
Indies.  The  operations  in  the  place  last  mentioned  may  perhaps 
prevent  the  arrival  of  those  Troops,  but  there  is  no  solid  reason  to 
expect  that  the  European  Reinforcements  will  not  arrive. 

It  is  proper  you  should  be  informed  that  oar  Allies  were  much 
concerned  to  find  that  preparations  were  not  earlier  made  for  a 
vigorous  Campaign.  The  exertions  of  America  are  necessary  to 
obtain  the  great  objects  of  the  alliancey  her  Liberty,  Sovereignty, 
and  Independance.  The  Barbarities  already  exhibited  by  the 
Enemy,  and  their  avowed  determinations  to  give  a  still  greater  scope 
to  their  Ravages  are  additional  motives  to  our  endeavours.  Con- 
gress are  fally  convinced,  therefore,  that  you  will  comply  with  their 
earnest  wishes  to  prepare  for  the  most  immediate  &  most  vigorous 
operations,  particularly  by  filling  up  your  Battalions,  and  having  the 
Militia  of  your  State  ready  to  march  at  the  shortest  warning.  It  is 
highly  probable  that  circumstances  may  soon  call  them  forth  to 
operate  offensively,  &  it  is  hoped  &  expected  with  such  Energy  & 
Effeot  as  to  free  these  Stales  from  their  Hostile  Invaders. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY,  PIesid^ 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

P.  S. — ^A  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  Inst.,  against 
John  Douglass,  late  Commander  of  the  Privateer  Schooner  called 
the  Hunter,  is  herewith  enclosed.* 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol  XU.,  p.  76 
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Sbo'y  MatiiAok  10  MoNS.  Gerakd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Angnat  16,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Connoil  bsve  ordered  that  the  Bells  of  the  City  be  rang  on 
the  approaching  birth  day  of  his  Majesty  of  France ;  some  rocketa 
will  De  thrown,  and  other  demonstrations  of  joy,  consistent  with 
strict  frugality,  will  be  exhibited,  sufficient  to  engage  the  attentaon 
of  the  people,  and  introduce  the  custom  of  rejoicing  on  the  aani- 
versery  of  a  day  so  auspicious  to  America. 

Altho',  as  Secretary,  I  have  no  orders  to  communicate  this,  yet  it 
appears  to  be  proper  that  you  should  ktiow  it  Your  EzcelieDCj 
will  therefore  pardon  me  for  troubling  you  with  it. 

I  am,  with  greatest  respect. 

Your  Bxc'y  Most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 

Exc'y  The  Sxeur  Gerard,  Minister  Plenip.,  &c. 


Col.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Pres.  Bebb,  1779. 

Sir, 

Thomas  Pralt,  who  deserted  with  five  others  last  Wednesday  night 
from  the  Hunter  sloop  of  war,  lying  as  a  guard  ship  in  the  Hook, 
informs  me  that  Sir  George  Collier,  who  sail'd  some  time  since,  bat 
does  not  recollect  the  day,  had  under  his  command  one  ship  of 
74,  two  of  50  guns,  two  frigates  &  some  smaller  vessels,  &  was  sup- 
posed to  be  gone  on  a  cruize  to  Boston  Bay  &  had  taken  as  many 
men  as  possibly  could  be  spared  from  the  Hunter.  Lately,  four 
armed  victuallers  arrived  from  Gork^  &  last  Tuesday  a  large  ship, 
supposed  to  be  of  50  guns  came  in.  They  had  intelligence  on  board 
the  Hunter  of  the  loss  of  the  grenades,  but  were  told  the  English 
had  gained  a  victory  at  sea  over  the  French  in  the  West  Indies. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Your  Ezcelleocies 

Most  Obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
Aug*  16th,  1779. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  to  the  State. 

*  See  answer,  p.  661. 
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Board  or  War  to  Prss.  Bbbd,  1779. 

War  Office,  Aug*  16, 1779. 
Bit, 

We  have  the  Honor  to  return  the  Papers  on  the  melancholy  state 
of  Tonr  Frontiers.  They  should  have  been  sent  before  this,  but  we 
had  not  received  them  from  Congress,  before  whom  we  laid  them, 
with  a  BqKurt  on  their  Contents,  of  the  Result  whereof  we  haye  not 
yet  been  informed. 

We  are,  with  great  Bespeot, 

Your  very  obed.  Ben**, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  order. 
Directedf 

On  public  Service. 

Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Y.  President  S.  E.  Connoil  of  Pen- 
nlvania. 

War  Office. 


Alex.  Scammell,  A.  6.,  to  Board  or  War,  1779. 

I 

I  Head  Quarters, 

West  Point,  Aug*  18, 1779. 

Sir. 

I  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  am  to  inform  you 

I  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  directed  me  to  keep  Officers  at  the 

I  several  Hospitals  where  the  sick  of  the  Army  are,  to  keep  the  sol* 

I  diers  iu  proper  subjection,  send  the  recovered  men  off  under  proper 

I  officers  to  their  respective  Regiments,  and  send  monthly  lists  of  the 

aick  to  the  Orderly  Office.    The  reasons  inducing  such  a  regulation 

are,  that  the  soldiery  when  sent  to  the  Hospitals  will  not  pay  proper 

attention  to  the  orders  of  the  Surgeons,  and  that  previous  to  this 

regulation  the  men  when  discharged  were  sent  without  proper  offi* 

oers  to  the  Army,  by  which  means  they  frequently  straggled  into 

the  Country  and  deserted. 

Col.  Proctor  last  Winter  had  the  general  superintendency  of  the 
sick  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospitals,  and  at  my  request  sent  one  of 
his  officers  to  the  Yellow  Springs. 
When  he  desired  to  be  relieved,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  left 
Vol.  VII.— 28 
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ODe  of  his  Officers  wlio  waa  in  a  bad  state  of  health  at  the  Yellow 
SpriDgs,  and  as  I  oommoiily  send  such  officers  to  the  Hospitals 
whose  state  of  health  renders  them  unfit  for  field  serrioe,  I  tho't 
proper  not  to  aeitfd  any  officer  to  relieve  the  Captain  'till  he  informed 
me  of  his  recoyerj;  by  which  means  he  has  continued  on  that  dn^ 
'till  this  time. 

I  am^  SiTi  your 

Obedient  Servant, 

ALEX'D.  SOAMMELL,  A.  CK. 

Directed^ 

(Public  Service.) 

P.  Seal),  Esq.i  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  War,  Philadelphia. 


pRES.  Rbbd  to  County  Lieutenants,  1779. 

In  Counci], 

Philad*,  August  18th,  1779. 

Since  we  wrote  you  on  the  Inst.,  the  Hon*  the  Congress  have 
passed  the  inclosed  Resolve,  which  we  hope  will  be  fally  complied 
with.  From  the  Force  Genl.  Sullivan  has,  as  well  as  the  Mode  of 
War  pursued  by  the  Savages,  it  is  most  probable  that  the  Enemy 
instead  of  meeting  him  in  Front  will  harass  his  Rear,  &  endeavour 
to  cut  off  his  Communication  k  Supplies ;  it  is  therefore  of  the 
utmost  Importance  to  the  general  as  well  as  particular  Interests  of 
this  State  to  make  such  Exertions  as  may  preserve  this  iroporlani 
Object,  and  as  the  Militia  of  the  City  are  now  and  have  been  all 
Summer  doing  Duty  on  the  unhealthy  Islands  of  the  Delaware,  we 
hope  that  a  like  Spirit  will  animate  our  Friends  in  the  Country 
preserve  the  Honour  of  the  State  &  protect  the  remaining  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Frontiers.  As  we  have  every  Reason  to  hope  that  these 
are  the  last  Struggles  of.  expiring  Malice  ft  Tyranny,  we  trust  a 
suitable  Sphrit  will  shew  itself  so  as  to  give  lasting  Peace  &  Tran- 
quillity to  those  suffering  &  distressed  Counties.  To  prevent  mis- 
takes we  would  inform  you  that  it  is  not  intended  to  call  out  aoy 
more  Militia  than  those  ordered  on  the  Inst.,  but  to  hasten  yoa 
in  the  Execution  of  their  Orders. 

I  am  with  due  Regard  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  &  very  Hbble  Ser.* 

*  See  CoL  Ecc.  Vol.  XII.,  p.  74. 
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MoHS*  Gbbaud  to  Sxc't  MahiAOk,  1779. 

Philadelphie,  le  18  Aout^  1779. 
Monsieur^ 

L'avis  que  toub  touUb  bien  me  donner  de  la  lesohition  dm  Conaeil 
ezeontif  oonoemant  des  rejoaiasaDoes  pour  le  jour  de  la  naissance 
du  Roi,  me  fait  un  plaisir  infini|  paroeque  o'est  ud  Bouveau  temoign- 
age  des  sentimens  lea  plus  agreables  pour  Totre  alli6.  11  ezige 
en  m^me  terns  toute  ma  reoooDaisanoe  persontielle  pour  Totro 
atlention  obligeante  et  pour  lea  motifs  respectables  qui  tous  Pout 
dieti6.  J6sp^e  que  je  serai  inform^  da  terns  et  du  lieu  6u  le  feu 
d'artifioe  sera  tir^  afin  de  pouyoir  m'j  trouver. 
Jai  Thouneur  d'etre  avec  la  consideration  la  plus  distingued. 
Monsieur;  Yotre  trds  humble  et  tr^ 

ob^issant  scrviteur, 
M.  Matla^dc.  GERARD  * 


Pres.  Re£d  to  Chables  HatiT«,  1779. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  14th  Inst,  has  been  duly  received.  As  there 
have  been  sundry  Mistakes  made  with  Regard  to  Persons  supposed 
to  have  gone  off  with  the  Enemyi  which  are  rectified  with  great 
Difficulty  &  Loss  of  Time,  we  shall  wait  till  you  have  had  Opp^  to 
make  full  Inquiry  after  Abraham  Ream,  &  if  you  find  the  Account 
given  by  Boyer  to  be  true,  &  certify  it  to  us,  we  will  insert  his 
Name  in  the  Proclamation,  which  will  entitle  you  to  proceed  ag"* 
him  as  in  common  Cases.  The  Clerk  has  been  directed  to  make 
out  the  List  of  attainted  Persons  in  Lancaster  County,  which  will 
be  forwarded  to  you  with  all  Expedition. 

I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  send  you  the  Determination 
of  Council  on  the  Case  of  Donally,  but  it  is  a  standing  Rule  of  the 
Board  not  to  decide  upon  any  applications  for  Pardon  or  Remission 
of  Punishments  unless  a  certified  Copy  of  the  Judgment  signed  by 
the  Clerk  also  accompanies  it — the  Reasons  for  this  Caution  are  too 
cbvious  to  need  mentioning.  As  soon  as  that  comes  to  Hand  an 
Answer  will  be  sent  to  the  Request,  &  it  will  most  probably  be 
granted. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Friend  &  Hbble  Serv.| 

J.  SEED. 
Indorud  Aug.  19. 
Dirtctedf 

To  Charles  Hall,  Esq',  of  Lane'. 

*  See  the  letter  to  which  this  is  the  answer  on  p.  C18. 
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Capt.  Johh  MgGinlxt  to  Couvcil,  1779. 

To  die  Honorable  the  Supreme  EjtecuiiTe  CoaneO . 

May  it  Please  the  Council, 

The  Inclosed  as  a  Bill  for  Iron  Work  made  down  at  Fort  Island 
in  the  Months  of  May  &  Jane,  Which  I  Transmitted  to  Col.  Boll: 
he  refused  to  pay  it,  and  wrote  on  the  Back  on  it  the  Proposals  as 
there  Stated. 

The  same  Workmen  that  worked  there  Beceiv'd  before  &  Since 
in  Philadelphia  Eight  Dollars  ^  Day  and  their  Rations  for  Black- 
smith's Work  in  the  Continental  Service  under  my  Direction^  &  I 
found  the  IroUi  Coal  and  Tools,  for  which  Col.  Bull  makes  do  allow- 
ance. The  Bill  is  drawn  Out  equal  to  the  prices  for  Continental 
Work  of  the  same  kind,  &  I  haye  already  paid  the  Men  8  Dollars  ^ 
Day.    I  beg  leave  to  Referr  the  Matter  to  Council,* 

&  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Their  very  humble  Serv^, 

JOHliT  McGINLEY, 

Cpt.  of  Artelary. 
Aug-  19»,  1779. 


David  Jambsok  to  SkCy  Matlack,  1779, 

York-Town,  Aug*  19th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Mv  not  receiving  your  letter  of  the  11th  of  July  till  the  26th,  the 
day  before  our  court,  which  I  was  obliged  to  attend. — Mr.  Brooks, 
the  Town  Major,  who  bad  signed  lately  most  of  the  returns  for 
rations,  being  at  the  time  in  Philadelphia,  and  my  bad  state  of 
health  prevented  me  from  making  such  further  inquiry  into  Mr. 
McCalister's  behaviour  as  I  in  compliance  to  the  denre  of  Council 
wished  to  do. 

You  may  judge  how  disagreeable  and  difficult  an  inquiry  of  this 
sort  must  be  when  I  inform  you  that  your  letter  was  delivered  to 
me  opened  by  Mr.  Jacob  Eikleberger  the  28th,  who  owned  he 
received  the  26  th  by  the  hands  of  a  stranger.  When  the  people 
who  had  been  active  in  enquiring  into  Mr.  McCalister's  conduct, 
and  had  ignorantly,  and  through  a  suspicion  of  his  being  powerfully 

*  Bee  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  80,  88. 
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mipportcd  against  a  proaeoatioii,  signed  a  writing  obliging  Ihem  ta 
atand  bj  one  another,  was  threatened  bj  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  indioted  as  Barretters  and  Conspirators,  and  an  action 
brought  against  one  of  them  by  the  same  gentleman  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  McCalister. — When  he  has  had  the  possession  of  the  stores  'till 
within  these  few  days,  or  at  least  the  receipt  for  delivering  them 
over  not  signed  a  short  time  agoe. — When  three  men  of  Crrait  was 
turned  o£f  the  grand  Jury  because  they  were  thought  to  be  evidences 
against  Mr.  MoCalister. — When,  although  the  bill  was  found  by  the 
grand  jury,  he  was  not  tryed  but  Recognized  to  answer  at  next  court. 
Notwithstanding  those  >difficulties  I  intend  to  make  all  the  disco* 
Tories  I  can,  and  as  soon  as  possible  inform  the  Council  thereof. 
But  if  I  could  be  certain  whether  the  president  of  the  council 
received  two  letters  sent  by  Capt.  Hautin,  one  signed  by  Mr. 
Eikleberger  and  me,  the  other  signed  by  self,  I  would  know  better 
how  to  proceed. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  Humble  Serv^ 

DAVID  JAMESON.* 

IHreded.  ■ 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the    Council  in 
Philadelphia. 


MoNS.  Gbrard  to  Pres.  Rbbi>,  1779. 


A  Philadelphie,  le  19  Aout,  1779. 
Monsieur, 

Ayant  6i6  inform^  que  Votre  Excellence  oroit  convenable  que  ma 
Commission  de  Consul  O^n^ral  de  France  en  Am^rique  aveoponvoir 
d  'y  6tablir  des  Consuls  soit  enregistr^  au  Conseil  Exeoutif 
de  Pensylvanie,  Cette  formality  ne  m'a  pas  paru  n^cessaire  n' 
ayant  aucnne  fbnction  h  exeroer  aupr^  decet  Etat,  attendu  K4- 
tablissement  d'  un  Consul  et  d'  un  Vice  Consul  dans  ce  Port.  Cepen- 
dant  je  me  porte  k  prior  Votre  Excellence  de  vouloir  bien  printer 
an  Conseil  et  faire  en  regitrer  la  oopie  vidim^  ei  join  to  de  mon  titre, 
ainsi  que  je  me  porterai  toujours  k  tout  ce  qui  pourra  vous  pkire  et 
§tre  une  marque/ de  mes  respeotueux  6gards  pour  TEttt  et  poor  le 

«8ee.pages629,M0. 
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OdrjM  anqnei  voiui  pfend^.    J'ai  I'hoiineiir  d  dtoe  ayeo  one  raspeo- 
taenie  eonaideration. 

Monsieur 

Do  Voire  Excellence 

Le  tr^  humble  et  tr^ 

■•  •  - 

obeiasant  senriteori 

GERABD. 

DirecUdj 
S.  E.  H'  Le  President  de  Pensylvanie. 


Copie. 

Provisions  de  Gonsnl  General  de  France  k  Boston  et  antres  Ports 
— appartenana  auz  Elats  Unis  de  rAmerlqae  Sep^'*  poor  le  8^ 
Gerard. 

Louis  par  la  grace  de  Dieu  Roi  de  France  et  de  Navarrei  a  tons 
qpuz  qui  oes  presentes  lettres  Terront  Saint:  Eatimant  neoesaaire  de 
creer  une  charge  de  notre  Consul  General  a  Boston  et  autres  Porte 
appartenans  aux  EtatsUnis  de  TAmerique  Septentrionale  etvoulant 
traiter  favorablement  le  S'  Gerard,  nous  avons  cm  ne  pouvoir  fiodre 
nn  jneilleurchoixque  de  sa  Personne  pour  bien  remplir  lea  fonctiona 
de  cette  charge  par  la  connoisanee  qne  nous  avons  de  son  aele  et  affec- 
tion a  notre  service  et  anx  interests  de  nossujets  et  de  son  intelligence 
et  capacity  dans  lea  affairea  de  mer.  A  ces  causes  et  autres,  k  oe  nous 
mouvant,  Nous  avona  le  d*  S'  Gerard  nomm6  et  6tabli  et  par  ces 
presentes  sign^es  de  notre  main,  le  nommons  et  etablisaons  notre 
Consul  G^n^ral  k  Boston  et  autres  Ports  apartenans  aux  Etats  Unia 
de  rAm^riaue  Saptentrionalei  avec  pouvoir  d'^tablir  dea  Conaula  et 
Vice  Consuls  dans  le  lieux  ou  il  les  jugera  necessaires;  pour  la  dite 
charge  avoir,  tenir,  ezerceri  en  jouir,  et  nser  pendant  le  tema  qu'il 
DOHs  plaira,  aux  honnenra,  autorit^i  pre^raineBoeSi  preroflativesi 
privilegeai  ^aemptiona,  drcHta,  fruits,  profits,  revenoa  et  4moTumena 
qui  J  appartiennent,  tels  et  aemblablea  que  ceux  dont  jouiaaent  noa 
autrea  Conaula  g^n^raux.  Faiaoaa  d^fenaefr  k  tona  Ni^goeiaoa  fiancoia 
et  toutea  personnea  naviguant  aoua  la  banniere  de  France,  do  le  troubler 
dana  la  jouiaaance,  fonctiona,  et  exercise  du  dit  Consulat.  Enjoignona 
A  toua  Capitaina,  Maitrea  et  Patrona  de  Vaiaaeauz  Barquea  et  antraB 
Batimena,  arm^  et  naviguant  sous  la  dite  Banniere,  oomme  k  toua  noa 
aujeta  de  reconnoitre  le  d'  S'  Gerard  et  lui  obeir  en  cette  quality. 
Prions  et  requerons  noa  Trte  Ghere  el  Granda  Amia  et  Allite  Le  Con- 
gr^  dea  Etata  Unia  de  F  Am^rique  Septentrionale,  aes  Gouvemeurs  et 
autrea  offioiera  qu  '11  appaiiidodra  de.  luaaer  jooir  pleinement  et 
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paisiblement  le  dit  S'  Gerard  et  les  GonsnUi  et  Vice  CodruI  qa'il 
dtablira  dans  la  dite  charge,  aana  lev  fiiire,  ne  sonffrir  qu  'il  lenr  soit 
fait  ancun  trouble  ni  emp^bement  mais  an  contraire  de  leur  doDDer 
tonte  faveor  et  assiatancei  offrant  d  'en  faire  de  mSme  pour  tooaoenz 
qui  nous  seront  aini  recommand^s  de  leur  part.  En  temoin  de 
quoi  Nous  ayons  fait  mettre  notre  soel  secret  h,  ces  presentes.  Donn^  h 
Venaiiles  ce  28  Mars  del  'An  de  Grace  1778|  et  de  notre  Begne  le 
Cinqoieme. 

8ign6  LOUIS. 

ei  snr  le  leplis  est  4ant,  par  le  Boi. 

Sign^,  DE  SARTINE. 

Pour  copie  confonne  k  V  original  a  Philadelpbie  19  Aoufc,  1779. 

GEBABD. 


Shbritf  Hbrtzbl  to  Ls.  Shobxakbr,  1779. 

(Copj.) 

Northampton  Ooaaty,  August  the  20, 1779. 

Sir, 

*  Herowith  I  giye  you  my  Reasons  which  you  have  demanded  from 
me  in  Writing  fi^r  not  taking  the  Bzeeutions  firom  you  for  the 
delinquents  of  the  four  first  Olassos  of  the  Militia. 

The  Militia  men  as  I  am  informed  through  the  Battalions  of  this 
County  are  highly  Alarmed  and  much  enraged  and  not  allow  them* 
sdves  by  no  means  to  be  delinquents,  and  therefore  wont  suffer  no 
sheriff  Constable  or  aney  other  fit  person  to  serve  aney  Bzeoutiona 
on  them  as  sueh  delinquents  by  no  means  ^for  they  sent  out  their 
quota  of  men  what  Council  demanded  therefoEo  I  am  Well  Convinced 
tnat  I  would  be  in  danger  to  undertake  to  go  against  such  a  large 
Body  of  Militia  men. 

from  your  Hu*  Sc, 

JONAS  HEBTZEL,  Sheriff. 
Direetedf 

To  Jacob  Shoemaker  Sub.  Leiu^ 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.,  Vol.  XtL,  pp.  78,  80. 
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TiMOTHT  PioKERnro  TO  Pbb8.  Bssd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Aogort  20,  1779. 

I,,  beg  Icavo  to  iDclose  to  your  Ezoellenojr  the  declarationa  of  two 
New-England  seamen,  who  were  impressed  on  board  the  flhip  Gen- 


eral Greene  belonging  to  this  state,  exhibiting  snoh  a  scene  of 
inhumanity  as  I  could  not  view  without  astonishment.  It  is 
difficult  to  repress  one's  indignation  at  such  cruel  treatment  of  free 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  We  have  long  expressed  our  horror 
at  the  barbarous  spirit  of  the  British,  who  have  been  starring  & 
confining  in  irons  &  dungeons  the  freemen  of  America  to  force  them 
to  enter  into  their  service.  It  could  be  little  expected  that  while 
these  complaints  were  in  our  mouths,  &  the  groans  of  the  wretched 
captives  were  still  sounding  in  our  ears,  that  American  Officers 
should  exercise  the  same  unwarrantable  and  infamous  practises 
towards  their  own  countrymen,  and  in  the  case  of  Wagner,  upon  a 
sailor  of  singular  worth  &  bravery.  But  the  narrative  needs  no  com- 
ment.— Wagner  is  here  a  stranger — the  prise  ship  he  belonged  to 
was  owned  by  a  relation  of  mine  &  some  others,  all  my  townsmen  & 
particular  friends,  The  connection  led  him  to  me  for  assistance.  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  yield  it:  it  would  be  due  to  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States  8uffi3ring  under  the  hand  of  such  a  cruel  oppressor. 
Great  objections  lie  to  a  civil  prosecution;  and  Wagner  has  too 
much  spirit  to  ask  or  receive  a  pecuniary  satisfaction.  He  wishes  a 
stop  may  be  put  to  such  tyranny,  and  a  proper  punishment  inflicted 
on  the  present  offender,  Castwind.  He  is  an  officer  of  the  State, 
and  subject  to  the  power  of  your  Excellency  and  the  honourable  the 
supreme  executive  council.  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  matter  to  yonr 
wisdom  &  justice,  not  doubting  that  so  cruel  &  wanton  an  abuse  of 
power  will  be  properly  resented  by  your  Excellency  &  the  honour- 
able board,  and  examplary  punishment  inflicted  on  the  offenders : 
only  observing,  that  if  the  practice  complained  of  were  permitted  to 
go  on,  the  harmony  now  subsisting  between  the  several  states  in  the 
Union,  &  which  tis  so  important  to  cultivate,  would  be  endangered, 
and  mutual  acts  of  cruelty  probably  take  place. — Capt.  Montgomery 
informs  me  he  was  induced  to  detain  these  men  because  they  were 
iVcir  Englandmefif  '^  thinking  tham  a  valuable  acqmsition.^'  but,  sir, 
you  can  hardly  conceive  of  their  horor  at  the  barbarous  usage 
\Vagner  received  on  board  the  General  Greene.  Nothing  but  the 
threat  of  instant  death  would  induce  them  to  enter  into  service  on 
board  a  ship  where  officers  are  capable  of  such  inhumanity — an 
inhumanity  (as  they  say)  which  was  not  confined  ^to  them,  but 
reached  the  whole  ships  crew.  Such  is  their  abhorrence,  excited  by 
the  usage  on  board  [this  ship,  that  hardly  any  consideration  would 
prevail  on  them  even  to  lail  out  of  the  port.    Greene  says  he  was 
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dnring  fiye  years  on  board  different  Britiahmen  of  wari  &  has  sailed 
in  the  ahtps  of  ludf  the  natiomi  of  Snrojpe :  bnt  sever  before  saw 
anoh  barbarous  &  arbitrary  severity  of  discipline  as  was  nniformly 
practised  on  board  the  (General  Greene,  particnkrly  by  lieutenant 
Castwiiid.---*AB  these  two  sulon  viU  in  a  few  days  set  out  for  New 
England,  yon  will  permit  me  to  request  that  their  complaint  may  b^ 
noticed  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  great  respect 

your  Exoellenay's 

most  obedient  Servant. 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
VirdctedJ^ 
His  Ezeelleney  Joseph  Beed|  Esqr.,  President  &c« 


Makdtb  OoMMrrTEB  or  Gongrbss  to  Prbs.  Rbbb,  17T9 

Philadelphia,  August  20th;  1779. 

Tour  Bzeellenoys  ihvonr  of  yesterday  is  now  before  us.* 
It  gives  us  mat  eoncem  to  hear  that  ^'a  spirit  of  Insolence  and 
Outrage  manuests  itself  in  the  Officers  &  men  of  the  Continental 
Vessels/'  and  your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  that  this  Committee 
will  discountenance  every  attempt  of  the  offioeia  k  men  under  their 
direction  to  treat  the  Magistracy  cr  any  Persons  in  the  execution  of 
office  with  insult  &  Contempt. 

We  find  ourselves  embarrassed  with  the  particular  Cases  referred 
to  in  your  Excellency's  Letter;  as  on  the  One  hand,  to  pass  censure 
on  those  OSoeiSi  without  hearing  them  in  their  defence  would  be 
eonsidered  as  an  act  of  injustice;  and  having  no  Authority  to  call 
before  us  any  Citiaens  of  this  State  whereby  we  might  come  to  a 
thorougli  knowledge  of  the  Merits  of  the  Cue  Stat^,  an  ex  parte 
enquiry  might  lead  to  a  partial  decision  on  the  other  hand :  we 
therefore  hope  that  the  civil  Power  will  effectually  redress  the  inju- 
ries complained  of^  and|  we  tms^  prevent  the  like  in  future. 

We  are  with  much  Esteem  &  respect| 

Your  Bxcellenoys 
Most  Obedient 
Hble  Servants. 
W-  WHIPPLE,  Chairmaa 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  esq'.  President  of  Pennsyh 

*  Not  found. 
28* 
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Pres.  Rbed  to  Jusncss  of  Philadelphia  1779« 

Coimdl  Ohambery  Ang.  20, 1779. 

Gentlemen^ 

The  Case  you  laid  before  ns  on  Wednesday  has  been  duly  consid- 
ered and  as  it  will  allways  give  us  Satisfaction  to  facilitate  yoor 
Duty  &  render  the  Magistracy  as  effectual  &  respectable  as  the 
Interests  of  Society  &  the  Jastioe  to  yoor  own  Characters  &  Feelings 
require  I  shall  with  Pleasure  oommunicate  to  you  the  Sentimenta 
of  the  Board  thereon. 

As  to  any  Claim  derived  by  Hucksters  or  any  other  Persons  under 
those  to  whom  the  Stalls  are  lett  to  occupy  them  on  other  than  Mar- 
ket Days  it  appears  to  us  to  be  groundless  and  as  the  Wardens  of 
the  City  have  the  Care  &  Custody  of  the  Stalls^  they  have  a  Kight 
&  undoubtedly  upon  a  proper  Bepresentation  will  exercise  it  to 
prevent  any  pretended  Claim  under  them  being  used  to  the  Preju* 
dice  or  Disturbance  of  the  faithful  &  ouiet  Inhabitants  of  the  City. 

But  as  to  any  such  Disturbances  or  Nusances  yon  unquestionably 
possess  the  Power  &  it  is  your  Duty  to  suppress  them,  fmr  even  a 
Bight  is  not  to  be  used  to  the  Disturbance  &  Injury  of  the  publiok. 
The  Wardens  therefore  exercising  their  Bights  with  Be^oot  to  the 
Stalls  &  supported  by  your  Authority  in  preserving  the  Peace  & 
Tranquillity  of  the  City  will  moat  probably  be  fully  sufficient  to 
Answer  the  desired  £nd. 

With  much  Ssteem  &  Begard 

I  remain  Oents. 

Your  Obed.  &  very 

Hbble  Serv*, 

JOS.  BBEDy  PMsideDt."^ 

Jndorsedf 

Aug«  21«',  To  the  Worshipfull  the  Justices  of  the  City  oi  Phila- 
delphia. « 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  ToL  XIL,  p.  80. 
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Fkxs*  Bbed  to  Cafe.  Gluck^agb^  1779. 

Philad.^  Aug.  20^  1779. 
Sir, 

It  18  with  some  Ooncern  we  find  yoa  have  not  yet  made  any 
Return  of  yonr  Transactions  in  recruiting  yonr  Company  of  Rangers. 
I  desire  yon  would  immediately  transmit  a  Return  of  your  Oompany 
and  as  we  have  been  informed  you  have  indulged  them  in  going  to 
their  own  Houses  we  must  inform  you  that  such  a  Procedure  if  it 
be  true  is  very  disagreable  to  us  &  disreputable  to  you :  ft  more 
especially  as  Gentlemen  of  Note  in  the  County  are  complaining  to 
us  that  tibeir  Protection  is  neglected  ft  the  County  suffering — Surely 
there  must  be  something  wrong  in  this  Business  which  you  must 
endeayour  to  rectify  without  Delay.  Upon  the  Receipt  of  this  there- 
fore we  require  you  to  embody  your  Company  &  take  such  Station 
as  Col.  Piper  shall  think  most  for  the  Interest  of  the  County  ft  the 
Frontier  generally — ^And  we  recommend  to  you  to  exert  yourself  to 
satisfy  the  just  Expectations  of  the  publick  and  render  the  Serrioes 
for  which  the  Corps  was  raised. 

I  am  Sir|  with  due  Regard 

Tour  Obcd.  Hbble  Serv*. 

P.  S.  M'  Canon  of  Carlisle  is  provided  with  sundry  necessaries 
for  which  you  axe  to  apply  to  him. 


Pabs.  Bsed  to  John  Cabson,  1779. 

Sir, 

Tour  Favour  of  thd  9th  Inst,*  has  been  duly  received,  and  we  are 
well  pleased  with  your  Care  in  purchasing  such  Artides  as  can  be 

Srocured  for  the  Rangers,  Ton  will  please  to  go  on  in  the  Business 
;  complete  them  as  fiur  as  possible.  Blankets  cannot  be  got  here, 
Mr.  Thompson  has  searched  the  Town  thro'  without  Success,  he  wUl 
give  you  an  Account  of  what  he  has  procured  which  is  to  be  delivered 
into  your  Care  ft  distributed  to  the  Troops  in  due  Proportions. 

I  am  Sir,  Tour  Friend 

ft  Hbbl  Serv^, 

JOS.  REED, 

Presid*. 
Aug.  21. 

Directed^ 

Mr.  John  Oarsoo. 

*  See  page  637. 
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Pri&  Bbxd  to  OBOBfin  Wall^  SdQ.,  1779. 

In  Oounoil; 

PhQad*,  AwgOBt  21-*,  1779. 

Sir 

la  AoBwet  to  your  FtTOor  veoeived  jeaterday  I  tend  yon  the 
Opinion  of  tbd  Att^  QeuK — ^Whioh  ^oa  will  make  anch  me  <^  aa  joa 
tbink  prudent  &  proper.  Our  Adviee  is  that  yon  set  npthe  latereal 
of  Jesepli  Galloway  be  it  more  or  less,  for  it  is  saul  there  has  been 
some  Settlement  of  whieh  the  Parohaser  will  take  the  Benefit.  It 
the  Parohaser  does  Waste  ha  must  do  it  at  his  Peril,  we  would  have 
you  ^either  gire  Permission  to  cut  Timber  nor  the  oontnury  bat  to 
sell  die  Interest  as  above  the  Parohaser  to  take  whttb  the  Iiaw  will 
permit  him  to  take. 

We  send  you  a  Oopy  of  a  Sesoktion  pasped  this  Beard  tlib  Week 
to  whioh  we  4o»bt  net  you  will  eonform* 

Z  am  Sir,  Your 

Friend  ft  very 

Hbbl  Ser?«.* 

Directedf 

'  To  Oen  Wall;  Esq.,  Agent  for  forfeited  Estates  Bucks  County. 


Col.  Waltbr  Stiwart  to  Pass.  Reed,  1779. 

Gsap  at  West  Pointy  August  21st,  1779. 
Detv  Sir, 

I  think  it  necessary  to  Explain  to  your  Excellency  the  motives 
which  Induced  the  Board  of  Field  Officers  who  were  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  Claim  of  Rank  made  by  Lieut.  Broadhead ;  to  de- 
termine that  it  would  be  improper  ^o  admit  him  as  a  Captain  in  the 
4th  Regiment. 

The  same  Board  had  been  of  a  long-standing  at  Middle  Brooky  in 
Order  to  give  those  Offio^rs  who  were  unfortunately  taken  Prisoners 
an  opportunity  of  laying  in  their  Claims,  during  this  time  Capt^ 
Judor,  Bettingi  and  many  others  made  their  applioationsy  and  were 
placed  in  those  Situations  to  whioh  they  had  a  right,  but  the  olaim 
of  Lieut.  Broadhead  never  appeared,  and  it  was  a  oonoeiv'd  opintoa 
amongst  the  Officers,  that  Mr.  Broadhead  had  no  lAtM&ttQQ.<^  ig%ll 

*  Bee  Col.  Beo^  YdL  XEL,  p.  77. 
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JomiDg  Urn  Amj,  b«t  on  the  ^Ooilrary  that  he  ma  in  Tnde,  anfl 
making  a  fortane  in  Philad\ 

This  Idea  we  carried  with  as  untill  the  'applioation  to  jonr  Ez« 
oellencj  from  this  Oentleman  appear'd  Aeoompanied  bj  jonr  oertifi- 
oate  to  him ;  bat  anfortnnatelv  Congress  had  put  it  out  of  our  power 
to  do  any  thing  in  his  faYonr,  by  a  resolve  they  Pass'd  Excluding  all 
Prisoners  from  Joining  the  army  unless  Provided  for  Previous  to  a 
Certain  day,  which  had  Paas'd  aome  time  before  Mr.  Broadhead,  or 
his  application  appear'd  in  the  Army. 

In  consequence  of  this  Resolve,  all  the  Vacancy's  in  the  4th  Beg* 
had  been  fUl'd  up,  and  its  situation  so  fixed  in  the  opinion  of  ita 
Officers,  that  the  greatest  Confusion  must  havcensued  from  an  alter- 
ation being  made  in  it. 

I  formerly  served  in  the  Regiment  with  Mr.  Broadhead,  a  strong 
attachment  to  which  made  me  anxious  all  the  officers  should  be  taken 
care  off,  and  proper  provision  made  for  them ;  the  other  Oentlemen 
who  had  been  Exchanged,  either  Personally  or  by  letter  demanded 
the  field  Officers  Interested  to  have  Justice  done  them,  not  so  with  Mr. 
Broadhead,  aldiough  many  of  us  had  been  frequently  in  his  company 
at  Philad*,  we  could  not  find  that  he  had  ever  exprest  the  leadt  desire 
to  any  of  uS;  of  again  Joining  the  Army,  but  as  I  observed  before^ 
seemed  Involved  in  Business,  and  speculation. 

The  Cause  of  my  troubling  your  Excellency  on  this  subject  is  t0 
pv0  you  a  nroper  Idea  of  the  reasons  for  which  bis  request  was  not 
granted,  as  I  have  heard  Mr.  Broadhead  has  exprest  Sentiments  re« 
specting  this  Board  of  Officers,  which  must  have  arose  from  a  great 
xnistake,  as  I  can  assure  your  Excellency  it  was  the  wish  of  every 
Member  to  Gratify  Mr.  Broadhead  could  they  have  done  it  Consistent 
with  the  rules  of  Propriety  and  Justice }  Especially  as  your  Excel- 
lency exprest  a  desire  this  young  Gentleman  should  again  be  admit- 
ted into  the  line. 

I  Congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  great  Success  of  Count  D* 
fistang  in  the  West  Indies,  as  also  on  an  affair  which  took  place  a 
few  days  Past,  which  nmst  give  additional  Credit  to  the  Enterpri^ 
of  the  American  Troops. 

The  British  have  always  kept  a  Post  at  Powles  Hook,  since  their 
having  Possession  of  New  York ;  the  Garrison  varied  at  different 
times  much  in  Numbers,  on  the  16th  It  consisted  of  near  ^00,  and  as 
his  Excellency  Gen.  Washington  had  accounts  tfaa(  British  Seourety 
had  taken  place  amongst  them,  he  Order'^  Major  Lee  to  attempt  a 
Surprize  on  them  with  a  chosen  Party,  this  he  Executed  with  great 
address,  and  it  is  said  has  brought  off  150  Prisoners,  the  particular 
number  of  officers,  or  their  ranks  we  have  not  yet  learned,  the  situa- 
tion of  this  Post  was  so  favourable  to  the^Enemy,  and  so  difficult  of 
Access  that  it  redounds  great  Honour  on  Major  JiCe  aud  his  Party. 

I  Cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  assurinff  your  Excellency, 
that  the  officers  and  Soldiers  hftve  ^  Joft  sense  x)f  your  endeavour  to 
keep  us  SiW^'^  vith  tfw  Bcoaaittnea  of  lib,  and  I  »^.  asaure  your 
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Bzoellenoy  that  your  attentkm  to  im,  oooaaioiui  a  Giatitadd  wbicli  I 
hope  we  shall  ever  Betain. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Esteem, 

aad  respect,  Year 

EziOellencj's  most 

obed*  Humble  Serranti 

WALTER  STEWART.* 

Direetedj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Hon'ble 
Executive  Couucil  of  Peausjlvania  at  Philadelphia. 


PaE8.  of  COHGBB88  TO  Pkb8.  BSBDy  1779. 

Philadelphia,  22Qd  Aug",  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  the  Honble  the  Sieur 
€^erard  has  laid  before  Congress  a  commission  from  his  most  Christtaa 
Majesty  appointing  him  Consul  Oeneral  of  France  in  the  United 
States  of  America  with  power  to  appoint  Consuls  &  Vice  Consuls, 
and  that  in  virtue  thereof  he  did  on  the  15th  day  of  July,  1778,  ap- 
point the  Sieur  John  Holker,  Inspector  General  of  the  commerce  & 
manufactures  of  France  to  be  Consul  in  the  Ports  of  Pennsylvania-^ 
and  on  the  19th  daj  of  September,  1778,  did\appoint  the  Sieur 
Martin  Oster  to  be  vice  Consul  of  ranee  in  the  Ports  of  Pennsyl- 
vania— ^These  appointments  have  been  made  known  to  ft  approved  of 
by  Congress,  and  with  the  said  Commission  are  duly  registered  in 
the  Secretary's  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect, 

your  Excellenoy's 

most  obedient  and 

Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY,  Pte8id*.t 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  Prendent  Reed. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  Xlt.,  p.  88. 

t  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  ZIL,  p.  (W.   fieapageeCAef  tUf. 
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GoL.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Prbb.  Bsbd,  1779« 

Sir, 

Three  sailors  belonging  to  a  victaaller,  deserted  from  New  York 
bat  Saturday  was  a  week  saj  that  the  thnrsdaj  before  a  packet  waa 
arrived  to  some  of  the  sailors  informed  John  Wilkena  one  of  the  in* 
ibrmants,  that  they  left  a  fleet  at  sea  with  700  troops  which  they 
supposed  would  arrive  in  two  or  three  dajs,  that  a  large  fleet  waa 
fitting  out  at  Portsmouth  but  sailors  much  wanted,  he  thinks  they 
said  6  or  7  thousand. 

These  men  lost  themselves  for  two  days  between  North  &  Hakensac 
rivers  k  on  Monday  morning  from  the  top  of  a  mountain,  saw  a  fleet 
of  about  23  sail  going  up  to  New  York  &  some  more  vessels  in  sight 
from  the  distance  they  could  not  well  distinguish  the  nature  of  the 
vessels,  but  think  most  of  them  had  topsails,  They  saw  a  woman 
on  the  road,  who  left  N.  York  since  they  did,  &  was  coming  to  thia 
place  who  informed  them  the  fleet  arrived  was  said  to  be  from  Georgia 
(I  am  informed  that  the  mate  of  a  vessel  lately  exchanged  who  arrived 
here  last  Saturday  says  he  saw  the  fleet  from  the  prison  ship  &  that 
every  vessel  had  soldiers  on  board,  I  have  fruitlessly  endeavoured  to 
see  the  man,  ft  cannot  learn  whether  he  is  still  in  town)  Wilkena 
does  not  think  the  packet  above  mentioned  is  that  which  was  taken 
by  Capt  Taylor. 

Preparations  are  making  in  N.  York  for  an  expedition  said  to  be 
for  this  place.  It  was  reported  that  1/  Comwallis  was  gone  to  sea 
with  a  74  &  two  frigates,  that  the  troops  were  withdrawing  from  the 
forts  up  the  North  river,  many  were  drawing  near  ft  encamping  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  city. 

Eighteen  or  twenty  days  since  a  french  gentleman  with  a  consider- 
able some  of  money  ft  two  regulars  attempted  to  escape,  but  they 
were  taken  ft  sent  to  the  prevost  some  days  befora  these  men  came 
off  Wilkens  saw  a  man  just  arrived  from  Philadelphia  who  informed 
him  the  forts  on  the  river  were  repairing. 

I  am  with  respect. 

Your  Ezcellencies 

moat  obedient  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
Aug-«  23d,  1779. 

Direetedf 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  President  of  the  State. 
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PKBSIBBHt  OW  COKOBBBS  tO    PrBBZPBVT  BeKPi  1779. 

Philadelphia,  24*^  Au^,  1779. 
Sir, 

Tou  will  i^oeive,  herewitli  oBelcwedy  a  eopj  of  an  A4^t  of  Coogratt 
of  the  17**  last.,^  on  the  Subject  of  fttrther  Provision  for  the  Army. 

So  many  Beaaons  point  oat  the  juatica  and  Propriety  of  thia 
meaanroi  that  ^re  oan  be  no  Boom  to  doubt  ita  reeeiviog  all  the 
Attentiou  doe  to  the  Impovtanoe  of  it- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  Respect, 

Yonr  Excellency's 

Meat  obedient  Semut, 

JDHN  JAY,  Pre«d«. 
His  Excellency,  President  Reed. 


Pres.  Rxbd  to  Pabb.  w  CoKaBBSS,  1779. 

In  Ooanoil, 

PUladelphU,  Angnai  24^,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  haye  the  hopor  of  sendins  yon  by  M'*  Searle,  sundry  papera 
receiyed  from  Colonel  Broadhead,  and  enclosed  in  his  letter  herewith* 

I  also  beg  leaye  to  inform  Congress,  that  two  of  the  Gompanifla  of 
Rangers  raised  last  spring,  under  their  orders,  are  gone  with  Colonel 
Broadhead  on  an  expedition  against  Some  Indian  Town  up  the 
Allegany.  The  one  consists  of  fony  five  men,  the  other  fifty  three 
good  woodsmen,  and  eager  to  reyenee  ^e  barbarities  they  hay« 
austained  from  tkb  aayagea.  One  other  Company  ia  at  Bedford, 
wheve  thirteen  persons  were  lately  murdered.  Captain  Kemplin,  of 
Northumberland,  neyer  was  recruited  to  more  than  fifteen  or  twei^ty, 
most  of  whom  were  killed  or  captured  ia  the  late  inyasion  id  that 
Country  by  McDonald.  The  fate  of  the  fifth  I  haye  not  been  piii^ 
to  obtain,  bat  haye  reason  to  think  it  is  now  in  Northumberlaod. 
We  haye  been  able  to  proyide  them  with  most  of  the  necessaries  but 
blankets.  We  haye  most  pressing  solicitations  on  this  point ;  and 
as  their  disposition  &  spirit  seems  fikely  to  produce  aome  genenJ  and 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  84. 
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benefidal  fleirioe,  I  shall  be  Tery  bappj  to  be  able  to  |i^tify  in  an 
artiole  wbioh  is  really  iDdispeDsable  to  Boldien  without  tents.* 

I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respeoty  8ir, 

Yoor  most  obedient 

ft  hnmble  servant 
Indorted, 
His  Ezcell'  John  Jay,  Esq.,  Pt.  of  Congress. 


Obn.  Arthub  St.  Clair  to  Prss.  Rbeb,  1779. 

West  Point,  August  24«  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  now  the  Pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Favours  of  the  8*^  and  17^^  instant,  which  came  duly  to  hand,  and 
to  congratulate  you  again  upon  another  Piece  of  Success  that  has 
attended  our  Arms  under  Major  Lee.  The  affair,  considered  abstract- 
edly, is  of  very  little  Moment;  but  it  shews  that  a  Spirit  of  Enter- 
prize  exists  amongst  us — makes  the  Ennemy,  in  some  Measure, 
ridiculous,  and  serves  to  support  the  Soldiers  undor  the  incessant 
Fatigue  they  are  employed  in  at  this  Post. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  the  recruiting  Accounts  stated  by  a  Board 
of  field  Officers,  with  as  much  exactness  as  they  were  able;  but 
they  are  far  from  being  compleat — The  Officers  were  absent,  or 
detached  with  the  Infantry,  the  amount  of  whose  accounts  are  not 
carried  out.  I  think  the  furnishing  officers  who  may  be  employed  on 
the  recruiting  service,  with  Powers  to  draw  Money  from  the  County 
Lieutenants,  a  bad  Method.  It  would  render  the  Settlement  of  the 
Accounts  much  easier  if  Money  on  that  account  was  issued  to  the 
OoUonel  or  Officer  Commanding  the  Regiment  only,  the  recruiting 
Officers  to  settle  with  him,  and  he  for  the  whole  with  the  State  ;— 
if  they  were  either  negligent  or  unsuccessful,  he  would  naturally 
recall  them  and  send  others;  and  nothing  would  be  allowed  in  their 
Acoounts  but  what  he  was  sure  would  be  allowed  him  in  the  General 
Account 

The  Officers,  Sir,  cannot  have  too  high  a  sense  of  your  Exertions 
in  their  favour;  and  it  gives  them  a  very  sincere  Pleasure  that  you 
find  the  Gentlemen  in  Public  Business  so  readily  concur  with  you, 
and  that  the  Spirit  of  animosity  is  not  so  great  as  it  onoe  appeared 
to  be.  Time  must  wear  off  the  Sharp  Edges,  and  I  fondly  flatter 
myself  to  see  all  Pkirties  so  mellowed  down,  as  with  cordial  una* 
nimity  to  pursue  (he  public  Interest,  which  has,  without  doubt,  in 
some  instances,  been  left  out  of  sight.  Parties  may,  indeed  I  believe* 
must,  exist  in  every  free  State;  nut  when  the  public  €k>od  is  Aa 

*  See  CoVm.  Bea,  VoL  XII«,  p.  8>. 
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priooipk  Aim  of  both,  th^j  wUl  aofc  produoe  pritOite  Snoiity.    In 

GoovenatioQ  with  Col.  Moyian  yesterdajy  bis  Regimeot  came  npoB 
the  Carpet.  A  Resolve  of  Congress  seems  to  have  had  in  view  that 
the  Regiments  of  Hone  that  have  been  raised  in  partionlar  States 
should  be  oonsidered  as  part  of  their  Qaota  in  the  Continental  Arm j. 
He  woold  be  very  happy  to  find  himself  in  that  situation ;  and  tho' 
the  officers  have  not  all  been  taken  from  Pennsylvania!  the  Men 
were,  I  believe,  all  raised  there.  I  will  be  obliged  to  yon  if  you 
will  please  to  communicate  your  Sentiments  on  that  head. 

I  have  very  frequent  applications  for  orders  to  the  Commissaries 
in  different  Parts  of  Pennsylvania  to  issue  Provisions  to  the  Wives 
and  Families  of  Soldiers  who  have  left  them  behind,  and  are,  as  they 
say,  starving — ^it  is  really  a  very  hard  Case ;  but  I  do  not  consider 
myself  as  authorized  to  give  any  such  orders— something,  however, 
should  be  done  for  them,  and  I  am  told  that  all  the  Women  of  GoL 
Proctor's  Regiment  draw  Provisions  in  Philad*. 

The  Officers  are  in  want  enough  of  the  Shirts }  they  will|  however, 
be  easy  for  a  whilci  and  if  it  can  be  done,  they  shall  be  kept  so 
u^itill  all  that  is  intended  for  them  can  be  provided ;  as  it  would 
certainly  be  much  more  desirable  to  have  the  whole  together. 

I  received  last  week,  two  letters  from  Col.  Nichols,  enclosing  the 
attestations  of  Six  Recruits ;  but  two  of  them  only  are  come  on, 
The  others  bavins  deserted  on  their  way  to  Camp — ^this  is  really 
paying  very  dear  for  Soldiers,  and  some  other  way  should  be  fallen 
upon  than  sending  them  on  with  small  Parties  of  two  or  three  Men, 
wno  cannot  pay  the  attention  that  is  necessary  to  prevent  it;  perhaps 
it  would  be  well  enough  to  allow  them  to  do  duty  in  the  favalids 
untill  a  sufficient  Number  is  collected,  and  then  an  Officer,*  with  a 
proper  Party,  might  be  sent  from  Camp  to  bring  them  on.  M* 
G^iboons  arrived  a  Bay  or  two  ago,  and  is  now  on  Tryal  before  a 
General  Court  Martial. 

There  is  likewise  a  Report  of  a  Board  of  officers  on  Captain  Hen- 
derson's Claim'*'  enclosed,  which  was  sent  me  last  Night  from  Head 
Quarters,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  State  agreeable  to  the  late  Resolve 
of  Congress  respecting  Vacancies,  which  I  beg  you  will  please  to  lay 
before  the  Council. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  much  Esteem  and  Re^eoti 

Sir,  Your  very  humble  Servant^ 

A' S*  CLAIR. 

Lew*  H«Cullogh's  Account  is  not  stated  in  the  Book,  but  it  has 
eome  to  hand  since,  and  is  in  the  Book  where  his  AcQOunt  stands. 

Directed^ 
His  ExceUency,  Joseph  Reed. 

«  SeeCoL  Ree.,  ToL  Ha^  p.  S8. 
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John  Hublbt  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Lancaster,  Augost  24ih|  1779. 

Sir, 

Inclosed  I  forward  to  yon  a  Letter  to  year  Ezeellenoyi  one  to  the 
Honble  William  Garmiefaael  and  one  to  Mr.  Wm.  Lawrence ;  the 
two  latter  I  mast  beg  yon  will  be  so  good  to  have  delivered  to  those 
Qentlemen.  They  came  nnder  cover  to  me  from  my  Brother,  Col. 
Hnbley,  now  at  Tioga  Branch,  where  ow  Army  under  Genl  Salli- 
van  arrived  on  the  11th  Inst.  Ho  informs  me  that  since  their 
arrival  They  have  made  an  attack  on  Shennng,  an  Indian  Town, 
(about  12  Miles  from  our  armv,  on  the  same  Branch)  which  our 
People  burnt,  and  destroyed  their  Corn,  Beans,  &c.,  the  Savages 
having  previously  made  their  escape.  Genl.  Hand  being  ordered  to 
move  up  the  Path  leading  to  New  Town,  another  Indian  Village,  to 
reconnoiter,  in  which  movement  the  van  Guard  was  fired  on  from  a 
steep  mountain,  which  our  People  returned,  mounted  the  summit  of 
the  Mountain  &  beat  off  the  Enemy.  Our  loss,  which  wholy  fell  on 
Col.  Hubley's  Begt.,  are  2  Capts.  &  one  adjutant  wounded,  one  Ser- 
jeant, one  Drummer  &  five  privates  killed,  and  seven  wounded.  The 
loss  of  the  Enemy  is  unknown. 

I  have  .the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Ezcellency^s 

Very  hbble  Servant, 

JOHN  HUBLBT.* 

Directed,  , 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Wm.  Hbkrt,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  find  ourselves  under  a  Necesnty  of  troubling  you  to  negotiato 
a  Piece  of  Business  which  you  will  find  expressed  at  large  in  the 
inclosed  Minute  of  Council.  We  have  no  Instructions  to  give  as  to 
Price,  but  that  if  there  are  Regulations  in  the  County,  we  would 
have  you  conform  to  them.  If  not  we  will  give  £20  ^  o*  for  good 
merchantable  Flour.  You  will  please  to  correspond  with  Mr.  Turn- 
bull,  our  Agent  hereupon,  &  call  on  him  for  Money  with  which  he  will 
supply  you.  Our  Intention  is  in  the  first  Place  to  purchase  suitable 
Gloathing  for  our  Officers,  of  which  they  are  in  great  Want,  &  of 

*  See  CoL  See.,  VoL  XSL,  p.  84. 
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yrhiA  tbey  are  yery  deserviDg.  And  then  apply  the  Besidae  to  the 
Purchase  of  a  Quantity  of  Salt  to  be  distributed  among  the  Counties, 
with  a  due  Regard  to  the  Persons  &  Counties  who  furnish  Flour  or 
Wheat  for  the  Ezpenee. 

You  will  greatly  oblige  Council  by  yonr  Exertions  on  this  Occa- 
sion, ft  what  will  be  a  more  powerful  Ijiduoement  to  you,  it  will  be 
a  great  Addition  to  the  many  Serrices  you  have  already  rendered 
the  State. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  much  Esteem, 

Your  obed.  Hbble  Serrt  * 

Council  Chamber,  Aug.  25, 1779. 
To  William  Henry,  Esq.,  Lancaster. 


Pass.  Beeb  to  Christopher  Marshall,  1779. 

Council  Chamber, 

Aug.  25, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  knowing  your  Zeal  for  the  publick  Good  &  Interests 
of  the  State  request  you  to  assist  Mr.  Henry  with  your  Services  & 
Influence  in  procuring  us  a  Quantity  of  Flour  for  the  Purposes  of 
Exportation.  It  being  our  Design  to  apply^the  Proceeds  for  the  Use 
of  our  Officers,  &  procuring  Salt  for  the  Use  of  the  People  of  the 
Country, — Which  we  will  distribute  in  Proportion  as  we  are  supplied 
with  Wheat  or  Flour.  It  will  therefore  be  the  Interest  as  well  as 
Duty  of  the  Inhabitants  to  enable  us  to  proceed  in  this  important 
Business  with  Dispatch  &  Effect.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Mr. 
Henry  for  farther  Particulars,  &  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  &  very  Hbble  Serv*, 


JOS.  KEED.* 


Christopher  Marshall,  Esq.,  Lancaster. 

*  See  Col  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  84. 
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MoNS.  HoLKBB  TO  Prbsidbnt  BsEI)|  1779. 

August  ;•  2601, 1779. 
Sir, 

It  is  not  long  since  yoa  offered,  in  the  most  obliging  manneri  the 
laterposition  of  Government  in  favor  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty's 
service,  with  respect  to  the  means  of  procuring  flour  For  the  use 
of  his  fleet  &  armies  in  the  West  Indies.  Fullj  persuaded  of  the 
effioaoitj  of  your  exertions  on  such  an  Occasion  ;  desirous  of  giving 
you  an  indubitable  proof  of  my  confidence  therein  and  of  my  desire 
to  conform  to  your  views ;  desirous  also  of  paying  attention  to  the 
general  sentiments  of  the  people  of  this  State  whenever  it  Lays  in 
my  power,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  have  recourse  to  your  Excellency  on 
the  following  important  occasion. 

Large  demands  of  flour  are  made  by  his  majesty's  commanders 
and  governors  of  his  Colonies  for  supplies,  which  the  late  conquests 
will  greatly  increase,  till  such  time  that  proper  measures  can  be 
adopted  to  supply  their  various  wants.  I  Find  that  the  commissi 
ries  cannot  readily  answer  all  the  calls  made  on  them,  both  from  the 
army  &  myself,  &  therefore  I  cannot  with  prudence  augment  my 
former  Bequests,  or  Bely  on  such  if  I  should  make  them. 

In  this  situation  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  permit  me  to  Bequest 
that  the  Supreme  executive  Council  will  please  to  give  the  Bcces- 
sary  orders  so  as  two  thousand  Barrels  of  good  merchantable  flour, 
Fit  for  exportation,  may  be  purchas'd  as  soon  as  possible  for  the  use 
of  the  king's  navy.  I  shall  order  the  same  to  be  shipped  by  the 
First  safe  opportunities,  as  fast  as  delivered  to  my  agents,  &  shall 
consign  them  to  the  Governor  &  Intendant  of  Martinico.  Should 
this  application  be  fiivorably  received  by  Council  I  hope  your  Excel- 
lency will  inform  me  thereof,  as  likewise  of  the  time  in  which  the 
above  mentioned  quantity  can  be  expected  in  this  city.  I  should 
not  be  so  very  pressing  on  this  subject  if  the  Demands  were  not  of 
the  most  urging  nature. 

I  have  the  honor  of  subscribing  myself  with  due  Bespect, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  humble  Servant, 

HOLKJEB.* 

Should  ready  money  be  wanted  I  shall  immediately  order  it  to  be 
paid  to  those  Persons  who  may  be  appointed  for  this  purpose. 


*  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol  ZH.,  p.  86. 
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Gbn.  Washington  to  P&bs.  B.eej>,  1779. 


^  (Ciroalar.) 

West  pointy 

Augt.,  26th,  1779. 
Sir, 

In  a  letter  which  I  had  the  hcmor  of  addresfliog  your  Ezoellen^jr 
on  the  22^  of  May,  I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  the  ineonve- 
fiienoes  which  had  prevailed  for  want  of  system  in  the  elothing 
department,  and  the  necessity  there  was  for  an  early  appointment  of 
State  or  sub-clothiers,  agreeable  to  the  ordinances  established  by 
Congress,  by  their  act  of  the  2&'  of  March  with  which  I  presumed 
your  Excellency  had  be^i  made  acquainted.  I  am  now  under  the 
necessity  of  troubling  you  with  a  further  address  upon  the  subject  of 
elothing  itself. — From  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  both  from  returns  and  particular  inquiries,  I  fear  there  is  but 
too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  that  unless  the  respeotiTC  States 
interpose  with  their  exertions,  our  supplies  of  this  essential  article  will 
be  very  deficient,  and  that  the  troops  may  again  experience  on  this 
account  a  part  of  those  distresses  which  were  so  severely  and  injuri- 
ously felt  in  past  stages  of  the  war,  and  which  a  regard  to  the 
interest  of  the  States  as  well  as  to  the  duties  of  humanity  should 
prevent  if  it  be  practicable.  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  matters 
will  turn  out  with  woolen  clothing,  I  should  hope  tolerably  well,  but 
if  the  attention  of  the  State  should  ever  go  to  this,  there  will  be 
little  probability  of  our  having  an  over  supply.  But  the  articles  to 
which  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  solicit  your  Exoell^ne/s  more 
particular  attention,  are  blankets,  shirts,  shoes  and  hats,  more  espe- 
cially the  two  first  as  our  prospect  of  these  is  by  no  means  pleasing, 
and  such  indeed  as  decides  that  the  supply  from  the  continental 
clothiers  and  agents  will  fall  fir  short,  or  at  least  stand  upon  too 
critical  and  precarious  a  footing.  The  importance  and  advantages  of 
good  supplies  of  clothing  are  evident,  and  they  have  been  most 
remarkably  and  happily  demonstrated  in  the  health  of  the  troops, 
since  they  have  been  pretty  comfortable  provided  for  in  this  instance, 
a  circumstance  of  all  others  the  most  interesting. 

While  I  am  on  the  subject  of  clothing — ^I  would  also  beg  leave  to 
add  that  the  condition  of  the  officers  in  this  respect,  appears  to  me 
to  require  the  attention  of  the  states.  It  is  really  in  many  instances 
painfully  distressing.  The  want  of  necessaries,  and  of  the  means  of 
of  procuring  them  at  their  present  exorbitant  prices,  have  compelled 
a  great  many  officers  of  good  reputation  and  merit,  to  resign  their 
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oommiflrioiifli  and  if  they  are  not  relieved,  k  mnit  be  the  ease 
manj  otherSi  as  they  will  have  no  alternatite. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respeet 

and  Esteem  your  Ezeelleney's 

most  ob^  serv* 

G*  WASHINGTON.* 

Directed^ 
To  His  Exeellency  Oorernor  Beed. 


Oek.  Washinqton  to  Pass.  Bbed,  1779. 

(Ciroalar.) 

Head  Qaarters^  West  Point, 

Aug*  28tb,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  and  indeed  I  am  compelled  by  neeessity  to 
transmit  to  your  Exoellenoy  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  yesterday 
from  Gol.  Wad&worth  the  Commissary  Q«n'l,  which  places  our  sup- 
plies of  flour  in  a  very  serious  and  alarming  point  of  view.  The 
subject  is  so  very  important  and  interestingy  that  I  am  perfectly  con- 
vinced it  will  engage  your  Excellency's  immediate  attention— «nd 
that  nothing  in  your  power  will  be  omitted  that  can  contribute  to 
our  instant  relief,  and  to  promote  our  future  supplies  of  this  esBcntial 
article.  I  will  not  detail  the  consequences  of  a  failure  of  flour  at 
this  time,  they  will  but  too  sensibly  strike  your  Excellency,  but  I 
think  they  may  be  fatal.  Besides  the  common  demands  of  the  army 
it  is  highly  probable  we  shall  be  obliged  in  the  course  of  a  few  days 
to  call  m  aid  from  the  militia  which  will  increase  our  expenditures 
as  Admiral  Arbutbnot  and  bis  fleet  have  arrived  at  New  York  according 
to  advices  with  a  considerable  reinforcement  It  is  likely  the  defi- 
ciency may  arise  in  a  great  measure  from  the  exhausted  state  of  the 
old  crop  and  the  new's  not  being  vet  threshed  or  carried  to  the  mills. 
Your  Excellency's  attention  will  go  to  these  points — and  as  I  have 

*  See  Col   3ec.,  VoL  Xn.,  p.  92. 
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already  obterred  I  am  aataafied  yoa  will  adept  and  praotioe  ererf 
expedient  that  shall  seem  to  pronuae  velief. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  reboot 

ft  esteem  your  £200110110/8 

Most  Obd*  servant 

G-  WA8HIN0T0N. 

Directed^ 

On  pnblio  Servioo. 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed^  EsqnirO;  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Jbbemiah  Wadsworth.to  Gbn.  Washington,  1779. 


West  Point, 

Angast  27th,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  delayed  for  some  days  to  express  my  fears  to  yonr  Excel- 
lency that  there  would  be  a  want  of  flour  for  the  army,  expecting 
Mr.  Flints  return  from  Philadelphia  and  hoping  he  would  bring 
more  favourable  accounts  than  I  have  hitherto  had — but  he  not 
returning  every  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  confirms  me 
in  a  belief  that  we  shall  be  out  of  flour  in  three  weeks. 

I  have  obtained  from  the  State  of  New  York  all  the  State  maga- 
sine  of  flour  the  whole  of  their  last  years  orop  of  wheat  is  exhausted 
the  new  is  not  threshed  and  I  have  no  hopes  of  obtaining  any  sup- 
plies soon  in  this  State.  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  state  of  the 
Magazines  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  Maryland,  the  flour  is  not  under 
my  direction,  the  supply  for  three  weeks  is  on  this  side  the  delaware 
and  with  the  greatest  economy  will  not  last  longer  than  that  time. 

I  am 

y  Exc'ys  Ser 

JERE'H  WADSWORTH. 

(Copy.) 
DirecUdf 

To  His  Exc'y  Oen>  Washington. 


nmexLYASjA  abchiti!s  vm.        era 

# 

.  Jameb  LoiTGHiAB  90  Covhgui^  1779. 

Philaf,  28  Augi,  1779. 
Maj  il  Please  the  Coimo9« 
MoMy  i»  BOW  wa&tei  to  Befnj  Ihe  Demaadt  of  Two  OoupAvye 


of  Artilery  Jul  Betvni'd  fipon  BUliagt-Port  t  Fort 
GoMoil  vill  PlffMe  to  Oimot  an  order  <m  'the  Treeeiirer  ibr  F01190 
Thooaoad  Pooada^'^  That  I  aiay  be  eaabled  to  aettla  with  theasi. 

I  vm  with  Poo  Banpael 

The  Oontteib  Ohed*  fimii*  Set*, 

JAMBS  LOXJGfiEAD. 

Mygkdf 

To  Tfao  HoDourabley  The  Pteddeiit  and  Coimoil  For  the  Com- 
Qiouwealth  of  Penajrlvania. 


FkESIDBNT  07  COITGBBSS  TO  PBBSn^BKT  BbBD^  1779. 

Philadelphia,  2S^  Aug",  1779. 
Sir, 

HerewKh  eadooed  joor  BzeeUen^  wfll  meriTe  an  Sztract  of  a 
Letter  from  The  Board  of  war,  &  a  oopj  of  an  act  of  OongreM  of 
the  27th  Inst,  respectinff  Rations  furnished  by  Oommissaries  of  the 
United  States  to  the  ustressed  Inhabitants  on  the  ^Frontiers  of 
Pennsylvania. 

I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be  Sir 

wKh  great'  Bespeot 

your  Exoelleney's 

most  obedient  Servant 

JOHN  JAY,  Presd. 

His  Bzodlen^y  Pteddent  Beed. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  ToL  SI!.,  p.  86. 
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Wif.   AtLIB  M  PltSSIBBm  IlEBBy  17t9. 

Lanoaster,  August  the  81**,  1779. 

DmtSb, 

*  I  am  honoured  with  yonr  Letter  of  the  2t*  inet.  tnenlioiiiBg  ibe 
CoaneiPs  having  anthoriaed  M'  Henry  of  this  f^aee  to  parDhaae 
Wheat  and  Floor  on  aooonni  of  the  State,  for  exportation,  with  s 
Tiew  to  proenre  Salt  and  neoeaearya  for  the  Troops  «nd  Gbontiy  and 
shall  with  great  oheerfulneaa  a&id  H^  Heiff  Iny  best  assistanee  io 
that  business — ^I  ha?e  qxAen  to  some  of  my  Country  scqnaintanoe 
who  will  not  only  gi?e  m'  Henry  the  offer  of  what  they  may  hare 
tofspare:  but  wul,  they  promise  me,  use  their  infiaenee  in  their 
neighbonrhoods  that  othera  may  do  the  same — as  he  is'«6i  yet 
returned  from  Philad*  I  eou'd  not  inform  them  of  the  prioeJiUoweil 
to  be  given. 

H**  Atlee  joins  me  in  most  respeotful  Compliments' to  M**  Beed 
ft  Family. 

lam  Dear  Sir 

wi^  the  grealest  respeot  ft  esteeni  . 

your  most  obedient  humb^  Serv*, 

WILL.  ATLEE. 

Dtredec^ 

His  BaosHeiMy  Joasph  Beed  I^niif  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


mmm 


GoL.  Lewis  Nioola  to  Prss.  Rsbd^  1779. 


•  « 


t '  I 


Angoat  Slst,  1779. 

Sir, 

A  Sailor  belonging  to  the  Beasonsble  informs  me  that  her  was  pof 
on  board  the  Vaughan jsalley  to  go  opithe  North;  river,  ft  arrived  at 
Stony*point  while  the  Sarraoks  set  on  fire  by  the  Americans  were 
burning.  A  Galley  ia  atatiooed  ft  Pig|;B-kiU  to  proteet  a  bridge 
over  a  morass.  The  garrison  st  Stoney-point  said  to  be  (700,  fit  at 
Verpiank,  700 ;  but  informant  doubts  their  being  so  litrotig ;  he 
ssys  he  hesrd  the  Cap*  of  the  Galley  tell  the  laeu*  that  27  men 
from  the  former  &  7  from  the  latter  had  deserted  in  one  night.  The 
Oslley  at  Piggs-kill  is  releived  every  week.  Before  the  Bessonable 
aailed  with  Sir  George  CoUieri  the  presa'd  men'were  put  on  board ; 
ahe  had  about  700  meui  one  hundred  of  whioh  were  Amerieana 
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prewed  or  iatioel  into  ib  wmoei  bat  aoyer  penaittod  to  go  oat  of 
the  yeaaeL  Infonnant  saw  Capt  Canninghamy  when  oarried  <m 
board  to  go  to  Bnglandy  with  heavy  Irona  on  hia  lega. 

I  am,  with  Beapecty 

Yonr  Ezcellenoiea 

Moat  Obedient  Sery*, 

LBWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
To  hia  Exoe'qy  Joaeph  Beed,  Preaident  of  the  States 


Ms.  HoLKSB  TO  Pkbs.  Bud,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  y  lat  Sepf%  1779. 
Sir, 

It  ia  with  pleaaore  I  haye  the  aatiflfaotion  of  informiDg  jour  Ex- 
eellenoj  that  Mr.  Ponet'a  aalt  is  at  your  Diapoaal  on  the  following;- 
fbotingy  which  ia  yerj  near  the  proposition  I  had  the  honor  of  men- 
tioning to  yon  yeateraay, — 100  Barrels  of  good,  aonnd,  merchaDta- 
ble  Ploor  are  demanded  for  one  thousand  biiahels  of  the  salt,  which 
hedeolarea  (o  be.  from  Portugal,  white  &  good  in  quality,  under 
Condition  that  you  Consent  to  the  exportation  of  aaid  flour,  I  giving 
«iy  Cover  to  th^  whole  transaction. 

Mr.  Peaet  has  observed  that  his  sailora,  who  had  Brought  some 
few  Bushels  for  their  private  adventure,  aold  them  at  20,  22,  and 
24  pound  per  Bushell,  in  order  to  purchase  some  clothing  for  them- 
selves, to  People  who  expressed  the  greateat  want  of  Salt,  and 
would  have  readily  given  a  Barrel  of  super  fine  flour  for  two  bushela 
thereof. 

Should  this  offer  meet  with  your  approbation,  I  shall  be  happy  in 
having  been  instrumental  in  the  means  of  removing  all  difficulties  & 
apprehensions,  &  doing  what  may  be  satis&otory  in  this  moment  of 
Piatieae. 

I  Bematn  with  Beapeot, 

Tour  Sxoellenny'e 

Moat  Qbedienl  ft  terry 

hnmble  Servant, 

HOLKEB.* 

Hia  Esoellenqr  Joseph  Bead,  Eaq',  Fkeaid^ 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  Ztl.,  p.  90. 
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BoAVD  ov  Wab  to  Pms.  Bm>,  1770. 

War  OSoe,  Septeaber  2, 1770. 

Sir, 

The  Board  have  been  frequently  applied  to  relative  to  the  defect 

in  the  Dumber  of  guards  for  this  poet,  whieh  haa  been  attended  with 
many  iDoonvenienoes.  Some  of  the  laboratory  men  ha?e  been  with- 
drawn from  that  duty  to  perform  the  service  of  guards.  Some  posts 
have  been  sometimes  left  without  sentries,  and  the  invalids  ^the  only 
guards)  have  been  obliged  to  go  on  duty  every  other  day,  wnidi  tho^ 
to  men  in  full  health  not  too  severe,  yet  to  them  it  was  extremely 
hard.  But  from  the  difficulties  attending  draughts  from  the  militia, 
we  forbore  making  application  for  their  aid.  At  length,  however, 
the  measure  appears  to  us  indispensible,  chiefly  on  account  of  the 
great  number  of  prisoners  collected  at  this  place,  over  whom,  tho' 
amounting  to  eight  or  nine  hundred,  only  a  Serjeant's  guard  can  be 
mounted.  And  tho'  the  new  Ooal  is  so  stronff  &  admirably  con- 
structed, yet  where  such  numbers  are  confined,  a  captain's  guard 
appears  small  enough  to  prevent  &  defeat  attempts  to  set  them  free. 
We  therefore  beg  leave  to  request  that  one  hundred  of  the  militim 
may  be  ordered  out  as  soon  as  possible  to  do  duty  at  this  post.  So 
long  as  such  a  body  of  prisoners  remains  here,  such  a  reinforcement 
to  the  guards  we  deem  absolutely  neoessary,  and  should  a  part  of 
them  be  removed  to  Lancaster,  or  to  Fort  Frederick  in  Maryland, 
the  militia  will  be  wanted  to  escort  them. 

We  beg  leave  to  add.  That  Major  Wirtz  has  repeatedly  repre- 
sented the  necessity  of  continuing  the  militia  guard  at  Lancaster. 
We  authorised  him  to  raise  a  company  of  elderly  men  for  one  year, 
to  have  a  suit  of  cloaths  &  Continental  pay,  but  he  could  not  get  a 
man  on  these  terms,  and  better  we  could  not  ^fier.  The  p^rder 
and  fixed  ammunition  at  Lancaster  are  very  considerable,  and  form 
so  material  a  part  of  our  whole  stock  that  it  would  be  too  hasardoua 
to  trust  them  an  hour  without  a  guard,  especiallv  while  any  British 
Officers  are  stationed  there,  as  they  of  course  have  their  servante 
(who  are  soldiers)  with  them.  A  guard  of  militia  will  also  be 
necessary  if  any  of  the  prisoners  confined  here  are  (as  we  conceive 
they  must  be)  removed  thither.  In  this  case  we  should  order  the 
officers  to  be  removed  to  York  Town,  or  some  other  place.  An  offi- 
cer, three  Serjeants,  three  corporals  and  fortv  five  privates  appear 
to  be  necessary  at  Lancaster,  unless  the  guard  there,  like  the  inva- 
lids here,  could  be  put  on  duty  every  other  day,  in  which  case  one 
third  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  &  privates  might  be  struck 
off.  We  request  that  a  guard  of  militia  may  be  ordered  out  aooor- 
dingly.    And  are,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

four  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants. 

By  order  of  y*  Board. 

TIM.  PKJKBRING.* 

nis  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'. 


oseph  Beed,  Esq'. 
See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  90. 
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Pres.  Bbed  to  Board  of  War,  1779. 

In  Coanoil, 

Pa.y  Sept  M,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  dal J  reoeived  yonn  of  the  2d  Instant,  Which  I  have  laid  before 
the  Council.  As  it  is  our  most  earnest  wish  to  co-operate  with  yoa 
in  every  measure  tending  to  promote  the  publick  welfare,  it  is  with 
infinite  regret  I  am  obliged  to  acquaint  you  that  the  situation  and 
Circumstances  of  the  State  make  a  compliance  with  your  requisition 
of  Militia  extremely  difficult.  Wc  are  desirous  to  confer  with  you 
thereon,  and  request  that  you  would  at  such  conference  inform  us 
what  aid  the  neighbouring  States  give  for  purposes  of  this  nature, 
for  as  the  burthen  is  very  heavy,  it  would  be  a  great  aatisfiMtion  to 
the  people  to  know  that  it  was  equally  proportionate  when  circum- 
stances and  situation  will  by  any  means  admit  We  would  partioi^ 
larly  wish  to  know  what  Maryland  and  Virginia  have  done  or  now 
do. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

with  much  regard  and  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

JOBBPH  BBED, 

Pieaident* 
To  Honble  Board-of  War. 


pRM.  Bbd  to  MMSR8.  Hagver,  ftc,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Holders  of  Salt  in  this  City  having  voluntarily  offored  to  pat 
that  Article  into  the  Hands  of  Oovemment  to  be  applied  to  relieve 
the  Neoessitiea  of  the  State  in  diat  Article — I  am  to  request  yoa  to 
take  the  same  under  your  Care  in  order  that  the  above  Purpose  may 
be  complied  with.  Hr.  Fitsimmons  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  tlie 
Brig  Active,  ft  Mr.  John  Mease  have  sent  me  the  Keys  of  their 
Stores^-If  there  are  any  other  Persons  possessed  of  Salt  in  this  City 
I  would  reauest  you  to  obtain  an  Account  thereof  that  it  may  be 
taken  in  like  Possession  ft  ascertained  what  Quantity  there  is  in 
Hand  ft  an  Estimate  made  of  the  Proportion  in  which  it  is  to  be 
distributed. — Some  Gentlemen  have  expressed  to  me  Diffculties  in 
giving  the  Keys  of  their  Stores  on  Account  of  special  Inoonvenien- 

*  See  CoL  Ree.^  YoL  ZH,  p.  90. 
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oies — ^in  these  Cases  I  most  wholly  refer  it  to  you  to  take  or  leave 
the  Keys  a^  you.tbiti.k  proper.    I  am 

Ghentlemen  with  due  JElegard, 

your  Obed.  Hbble  Serr-i 

JOS.  SEED. 

Market  Street^  Sept  &*,  1779. 

To  Messrs.  Hagner,  Willi  Wharton,  McOeOi  Miles,  Honatoa, 
Semple^  Pickering,  Coates,  Wood|  Atkinsi  Brown,  Eemley» 


Pbbs.  RtfBD  to  Mb.  Holkeb,  1779. 

Sir, 

Year  FaTOors  of  the  1st  Inst.*  claim  my  acknowledgment  &  I 

farticolarly  to  thank  yon  for  interesting  yourself  in  Mr.  Benete  Salt, 
have  laid  it  before  the  Goancil,  who  think  it  too  hard  a  Bargain. 
We  hope  a  few  Days  may  prodnee  some  Bvemt  to  enable  that 
Gentleman  ft  onrselvee  to  form  move  precise  Ideas  on  the  Subject. 

If  as  I  fear  Cap!  Montgomery  has  evaded  my  Beqnest  to  him 
abont  Ind  on  Aoc*  of  his  Christian  Name  I  think  he  nas  fdled  in 
Duty  &  Bespeot  to  ns  both,  k  have  accordingly  wrote  him  eiyoimng 
in  the  strongest  Terms  an  immediate  Complmnce  with  your  Beqnest 
which  is  reasonable  in  all  its  Parts. 

I  also  gave  the  necessary  Dtreetiens  this  morning  in  the  Case  of 
Gapt.  Busson — ^I  have  sent  a  Oeneral  Order  to  the  Magistrates  on 
Application  from  you  to  give  all  Aasistaiiee  to  French  Captains 
whose  l^ailors  are  seduced.  I  shall  also  give  a  general  Order  te 
Gapt.  Boys  to  pay  a  due  Regard  to  any  Requisition  made  by  you  m 
fitvour  of  any  Captains  or  Officers  who  have  Occasion  to  search  any 
Vessels  for  their  deserted  Seamen.— <}apt.  Boys  commands  the 
Chillies  ^t  the  Forts  &  will  I  am  shi«  pay  all  due  Respect  to  your 
Requests.     In  Case  any  Captains  of  Vessels  should  refuse  a  Com- 

})lianoe  which  from  the  turbulent  Nature  of  some  of  them  may  be 
eared,  I  would  wish  the  French  Officers  to  avoid  any  Altercation 
but  have  the  Matter  reported  to  me,  when  I  shall  take  eflfectual 
Care  they  do  not  pass  the  Forts. 

I  am  Sir,  with  much  Respect, 

your  Obed.  Hbble  Serv« 

JOS.  RBBD. 

Council  ChambeTi  Sept.  8, 1779. 
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JoHH  Oabson  to  P&as.  RsiD|  1779. 

Oiilisle,  Septr  4th,  1779. 

I  raoeiyei^  jonr  &voar  of  the  2l8t  tJl^i*  by  Mr,  ThompBOO.  The 
artiolee  he  pioonred  for  the  nngers  are  likewiie  Arriyed  tt  thia 

Ilaoe,  Vis^     Knapsaoke^  hontiog  ahirta  ahoti  pouoheai  powder 
oni8,  &  Tomahawka. 

I  kiiow  not  the  namber  of  each  aa  I  ha?e  not  yet  receiyed  them 
from  the  quarter  Master.  I  had  fumiah'd  the  Troopa  with  the 
greateat  part  of  the  fon^meotioDed  articlea  before  Mr.  Thompson  lefl 
toia  place  to  go  to  Philadelphia ;  (The  Tomahawka  Exeeptedf  how- 
eyer  thej  may  or  part  of  them  be  wanted,  if  they  shonld  I  ahall 
distribote  them  to  the  Troope  agreeable  to  year  direotiona.  I  ahall 
oae  all  the  induatry  I  can  to  proyide  Blanketa  for  the  men,  but  des- 
pair of  meeting  with  snooeasi  aa  I  fear  they  are  not  to  be  had  jiere. 

I  am  with  respect 

your  BjDeeUeoeya  &  Omaeila 

Friend  &  Ob<  Senrant, 

JNO.  CABSONT. 


To  Hia  Bxoellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  EsqatrOi  President  supreme 
aeeatiye  CoaneiI|  Pennsylyania,  Philadelphia* 

Fayoared  by 
Mr.  Duncan 


'.} 


Col.  Babtbbm  Galbhatch  to  Pbes.  Bsbd,  1779. 

Donegal,  4«^  September,  1779, 

May  it  please  your  Bxoellenoy, 

I  haye  agreeable  to  your  orders  of  the  8'f  Ultimo  ealled  out  the 
Seyenth  claas  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  ft  before  the  receipt  of 
the  18*^  had  called  on  the  eighth  class,  altho  by  neglect  of  the 
marching  Officers  making  their  retuma,  haye  not  as  yet  been  capa- 
ble to  Atsertain  the  number  marched  out  of  the  eighth,  but  from 
the  best  informationr  can't  find  that  there  has  more  than  Sixty 
marched  out  of  boath,  which  doe^  not  near  Amount  to  the  number 
last  demanded ;  (which  I  understood  100  men  to  be  our  auota)  I 
mean  to  Set  out  tomorrow  or  next  day  to  call  on  M'  Cox  tne  Com- 
missary for  my  particular  Information  on  that  head,  before  I  call 
upon  the  first  olaaa.    It  ia  now  juat  the  time  of  the  Farmer  Sowing 

*  See  page  669.  t  P*8*  fil^ 
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his  eroppy  &  the  People  foniBrd  in  defSraoe  of  their  Coantfy,  hare 
eoflfred  80  iiuu)h.Hkthe  je»r  177T  irho  wen  aibeeiit  ai  that  eeesoti, 
say,  it  18  better  for  them  to  sell  doable  the  property  that  woald  pay 
the  fif|e  of  one  hundred  Ppundsy  than  to  manm  and  be  under  tlia 
neoeasity  of  pnrohaaing  grain  at  theee  extravifnint  tipaes  for  Jhe 
naintaiiianoe  of  their  lunilies.  The  Tonnff  ft  oingle  ttien  of  those 
neigfatKmrhoods  are  ohiefly  gon  np  in  the  Seantoe  Serrioe  ft  other- 
wise that  in  Ikot^  the  Fanner  is  left  to  de  hfo  own  laboor.  I  harw 
excited  the  Sab.  Lieatf  aU  ^n  mr  Power  to  the  oolleotlon  of  Fines 
on  delinq^  ft  mean  to  have  it  oolleeted  by  Ezeentiony  Imprisonmeiii 
or  otherwissi  as  nothing  bat  rigor  wiH  bring  the  People  into  a  dm 
oompKance  with  the  Militia  law.  As  there  are  s  number  of  Bub^ 
Lieut*  appointed  to  my  Assistsnee^  of  oonoeauence  ought  to  haTo 
someAing  to  do,  have  divided  the  Oounty  &  nave  gifen  each  their 
district  to  eollecty  in  some  of  these  lenity  to  one  ft  inotberi  ooeatioa 
a  Confution  amangst  the  People  ft  by  no  means  oomes  up  to  the 
intent  of  the  law — therefore  the  circle  of  the  kw  (if  I  dare  ssy  it) 
in  that  respect  is  too  large.  I  rec*  a  letter  from  Col*  Hunler  dated 
the  28*^  Ult.  in  wbich  m  inforns*  of  no  damm^ge  being  don  since 
that  of  P  Freeland  ft  that  ^  number  of  the  Farmers  thereabouts,  ft 
on  this  side  pf  munsy  hill,  are  gon  bach  again  to  their  Farms;  thirty 
four  of  our  Seventh  class  had  arrived  at  Sunbnry,  that  he  was  a 
eoeing  up  to  Steation  them  in  that  neighbourhood  Via.  of  Foft 
Preeland,  but  no  Aco^  of  any  militia  from  Cumb*  County. 

I  am  with  due  respect  your  E^oelly* 

most  obed«  Huble  Serv*, 

BARTREM  OALBRAITB, 

L*  Lancaster  County* 


His  Excell'  Joseph  Beed  Esq%  Pnsd*  of  the  State  of  Fbnnsyl 
nia. 

Fav'd, 
James  Anderson  Esq'. 
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BoABD  01  Wae  to  Pass.  BbsDi  1779. 

War  Offioe,  Sept  4, 1779. 

Sir, 

We  sball  always  be  bappj  to  wut  on  Gomicil  when  thej  request 
it  In  the  present  Case  we  can  gi?e  no  ?erj  ezaot  Information  as 
to  what  the  other  .States  are  doing  in  the  Way  yon  desire  to  be  in- 
formed of.  We  know  in  general  that  much  has  been  done  &  that 
all  tbe  States  have  now  a  greater  or  less  Number  of  Militia  employed 
both  in  their  own  Defence  &  in  Continental  Service.  We  beg  to  be 
excused  from  making  any  Comparisons  between  the  Exertions  of  the 
States.  We  believe  all  have  done  as  much  as  they  could.  It  is  at 
least  our  Duty  &  Inclination  to  presume  it  The  state  of  Massachu- 
setts had  two  Regiments  of  Militia  constantly  guarding  the  Conven- 
tion Prisoners  while  thev  were  at  Boston  &  they  now  have  a  Guard 
of  Militia  at  the  Barracks  at  Bntland,  t  over  the  frison  Ships  at 
Boston.  There  are  considerable  Numbers  of  Militia  in  Service  ia 
Rhode  Island  under  Oen'  Gates.  What  there  are  in  Connecticut  & 
New  York  we  know  not ;  but  believe  in  the  former  State  particularly 
there  are  considerable  Numben  in  Service.  Jersey  have  a  Number  in 
Service  for  their  own  Defence.  When  we  had  a  large  Number  of 
Prisoners  at  Fort  Frederick  in  Maryland  we  had  a  sufficient  Number 
of  Militia  in  addition  to  ab^  50  of  Rawlins's  Reg'  to  guard  them  & 
a  small  Guard  has  ever  since  been  kept  up  at  that  Post.  We  have 
now  called  upon  the  Government  of  that  State  for  one  hundred  Mili- 
tia as  we  propose  sending  400  Prisoners  thither.  The  Prisoners  at 
Cbarlottville  are  guarded  by  Militia  &  a  small  Number  of  Men  Part 
of  a  Regiment  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  raised  for  a  Year  in  Vir^ 
ginia  to  be  Stationed  at  the  Convention  Barraeks  but  their  Numbers 
are  so  small  that  the  Deficiency  is  obliged  to  be  Supplied  by  Militia. 
Of  tbe  Kxertions  of  yonr  State  we  need  not  inform.  We  believe 
she  has  been  exoeeded  by  none  dt  it  is  now  with  Reluctance  we  find 
ourselves  obliged  to  oali  upon  her.  But  we  cannot  possibly  avoid 
the  Request 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  Sincere  Respect  &  Esteem 

Your  very  obed.  Servants^ 

RICHARD  PBTERS.4' 

DirecUdf 

On  public  Servioci  His  Exeellenoy  President  Reed. 
(War  Office) 

*  See  CoL  Beo.,  YcL  XII.,  p.  98,  96. 
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Lkwis  Nicola  to  Ssor.  ICatlace,  1779l 

Sept'  6tli,  1779. 

S', 

There  being  six  montbs  pay  as  Town  Major  due  to  me  from  19th 
of  February  to  19th  of  Ang**  last  I  beg  jon  will  apply  to  his  Exoet-* 
lency  the  President  &  Hon*  Oonneil  for  an  order  on  toe  treasurer  for 
three  hundred  DoUais^  the  amount  of  said  pay  aft  fifty  DoUan  per 
month. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tear  most  obed.  Serv^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  K. 

Direded,  ^ 

To  Ool.  Haftlaek^  or  Aeting  Seeretery  to  the  Hon**  Bxeentiv« 
Couneil. 


Mr.  Holkeb  to  Fbbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  September  y*  7, 1779* 
Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  yonr  letter  of  yeeterday,  by  whieh  I  find  that 
your  EXeellency  and  Oonnoil  are  satisfied,  with  my  interferenoe  with 
respect  to  Mr.  Penet's  salt.  I  wish  that  you  eeuld  have  improved 
of  the  Bargain  preferred  by  me  in  his  B^alf.  I  ooneeiye  him  at 
present  at  liberty  to  dispoee  of  it  to  the  best  adtiotage,  without  I 
•hould^have  something  fiirther  from  yonr^fixoellenoy  on  this  sobjeot 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  Respect  to  the  orders  grfon  Captain 
Montgomery,  &  have  the  pleasure  oST  expresdng  my  aouiowledgment 
for  this  recent  Proof  of  the  protection  granted  to  his  Majesty's 
Subjects  in  this  State. 

Your  general  directions  with  Respect  to  Irencb  deserted  Sailors 
will  give  Satisihotion  also ;  will  facilitate  &  expedite  the  Research 
of  our  Captains,  &  put  a  stop  to  my  repeated  applications  to  your 
Excellency  &  Council,  which  were  necessary  till  some  mode  of 
obtaining  Legal  Sanction  &  Support  was  adopted.  I  shall  earnestly 
recommend  to  our  officers  to  avoid  all  altercationsi  disputea  k 
violence,  not  only  on  account  of  the  Respect  due  to  The  Flag  of 
these  States,  but  likewise  in-order  to  maintain  the  most  perfect 
harmony  between  the  Subjects  of  tbe  two  nations. 
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I  «haU  •ndeaToiiriii  so  dnog  to  merit  jour  approbadon  and  ooa^* 
fidenoe  which  I  shall  alwayi  be  happy  to  bbtaiiu 

I  Bemein  with  doe  Bespeot, 

your  BzoelleDey's  moit  obedienl 

&  veiy  humble  Servant, 

HOLKEB. 

P.  S.  I  should  be  peonliarly  happy  to  reoeive  your  Ezoellency's 
answer  with  Bespeot  to  my  application  for  2000  Barrels  of  flour 
which  I  want  for  immediate  exportation ;  when  I  can  Beceive  any 
decisive  answer  with  Begard  to  the  above  I  shall  Bequest  leave  to 
demand  as  many  more,  Uve  wants  of  hia  Mijeaty's  fleet  Being  very 
extensive  &  urgent* 

DirecUd^ 
To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed|  Esquire,  President  of  the  State. 


Pbs8.  Bbbd  to  Mb.  Holkbb,  1779. 

SlTi 

I  duly  received  your  Favour  of  yesterday.  If  Mr.  Penet  has  no 
other  Proposal  to  make  we  are  obliged  to  him  for  his  Attention,  h 
he  should  dispose  of  his  Salt  without  any  farther  Begard  to  what 
has  passed. 

In  Consequence  of  your  Application  for  2000  Bamlls  of  Floor 
we  have  sent  Directions  into  the  Country,  the  Besult  of  which  it  k 
at  present  impossible  to  learn.  We  know  the  Season  (it  being  the 
Heighth  of  Seed  Time)  will  make  the  Supply  more  tardy  than  it 
otherwise  would  be.  But  we  hope  that  as  this  Difficulty  will  soott 
be  removed,  our  Exertions  with  the  other  Measures,  which  we  are 
assured  are  passing,  will  have  a  happy  'Tendency  to  satisfy  all  the 
Demands.  We  should  have  been  enabled  to  have  given  a  much 
more  decisive  k  satisfactorv  Answer  if  the  inclosed  Cettors,  which 
we  received  last  Week,  did  not  oblige  us  to  express  ourselves 
cautiously.  The  purchasing  Commissi  being  absent  we  are  not  able 
to  judge  what  Quantity  be  must  have.  We  are  perfectly  at  a  Loss 
to  comprehend  this  Matter,  as  a  Letter  is  now  before  us  dated  the 
81*^  July  from  a  Committee  of  Congress,  representing  that  another 
Committee  for  superintending  the  Com  missy*  Department  had  signi- 
fled  that  there  was  a  great  Surplus  of  Provisions  in  the  Magaaines 

»  See  Ool.  Beo.,  YoL  2LII.,  p.  94. 
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wbloh  woold  spoil  before  otcmsmned,  &  praying  Leave  to  Export  i^ 
which  WM  granted,  including  1000  Barrells  of  Floar. 

As  soon  as  the  present  Emharassments  are  removed  &  we  are 
able  to  form  onr  own  Judgment,  I  shall  do  myself  the  Honoor  of 
writing  yon  explicitly  &  fully.    In  the  mean  Time 

I  remain  with 

with  much  Respect  Sir, 

Tour  most  obed. 

&  very  Hbble  serv*, 

JOS.  REED .♦ 

P.  8.  You  will  please  to  send  me  the  enclosed .  Paper  after 
Perusal. 

Counoil  Chamber,  Sept  7, 1779. 


Pbbs.  Bbed  to  Gbnl.  Washington,  1779. 

PhUad.,  Sept  7, 1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  Ezoell'*  several  Favonra  of  the  26<H  &  80<^  Augf &  2<  Sep- 
tember have  been  duly  received  ft  properly  attended  to.  And  I 
shall  now  acquaint  you  with  the  Result  upon  each. — It  was  some 
Surpriie  to  us  to  find  by  an  Application  from  the  new  Clothier  Oen' 
a  few  days  before  your  Ezcell'*  came  to  Hand,  that  the  State  was 
dependea  on  for  any  Supp]ies|  to  the  common  Soldier ;  we  knew  the 
Officera  looked  up  to  us  &  accordingly  made  such  Provision  for  them 
as  I  am  sura  will  answer  their  utmost  Wishes ;  we  could  probably 
have  done  the  same  for  the  Soldiera  if  we  had  known  it  was  expected. 
The  last  Resolve  of  Congress  to  us  was  on  the  28^  May,  1778,  in 
which  all  farther  Purchases  by  the  State  on  Ace*  of  the  United 
Stetes  wera  expressly  prohibited,  &  as  that  Resolve  was  never 
vacated  or  altered  we  did  not  even  apprehend  ourselves  at  Liberty 
to  purahase — tho  we  intended  by  way  of  Gratuity  to  send  the  poor 
Fellows  each  a  good  warm  Waistcoat  &  perhaps  something  more. 
Indeed  it  is  owing  to  a  Neglect  of  our  Officer  who  was  directed  to 
sell  all  the  coarse  Cloth,  that  we  have  any  left  as  it  is;  we  have  on 
Hand  about  as  much  as  will  make  every  Soldier  a  warm  Waistcoat 
&  a  pair  of  Overalls,  on  which  the  Taylors  are  at  Work.  Your 
Bxcell^  must  see  how  difficult  it  is  at  such  short  Notice  to  answer 
ExpectetionS;  &  you  &  the  Army  will  certeinly  make  Allowances 


*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Yal.  XII.,  p.  94. 
See  p.  670— the  others  not  found. 
See  <;k>L  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  95. 
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if  under  luoh  CiroamiUnoes  we  find  great  DiffioaltieB  ftof  Oovree  the 
Sopplies  tardj ;  this  is  often  improved  to  the  Prejudioe  of  the  Oot« 
eram*,  bnt  ?erj  niijiiBUyi  &  as  the  Attention  to  the  Officers  in  Artieles 
which  we  are  depended  upon  for  shows  very  plainly  that  neither 
Attention  or  Generosity  is  wanting, — We  shall  be  indefatigable  to 
remedy  the  Mischief  &  hope  not  without  success.  We  are  sorry  to  find 
any  Pennsylv*  Officers  on  the  List  of  Violaters  of  Parole,  &  shall 
ooncur  in  every  Measure  to  answer  your  just  Expectations  on  this 
Subject  For  this  End  I  have  sent  to  the  Lieut,  of  every  County  a 
List  with  most  positive  Injunctions  for  their  Return — unless  where 
Death  or  Sickness  has  prevented,  in  which  Case  anthentick  Proofs 
to  be  sent.^*We  are  informed  that  several  in  the  List  have  returned 
&  as  soon  as  we  are  able  to  give  more  full  ft  satisfaetory  Account* 
of  the  others  shall  do  so. 

The  partial  Exchanges  made  by  States  is  a  fund  of  lastinc  Oom- 
plainty  ft  strongly  urged  by  many  Officers  of  this  State  in  Excuse 
for  their  Oonduet,  ft  the  Gommissaries  of  Prisoners  allow  there  is 
Reason.  Many  of  our  Officers  taken  on  Long  Island  in  1776  are 
yet  Prisoners,  tho  there  are  none  from  the  Eastern  States  remaining 
taken  at  that  Time,  ft  many  taken  since  Exchanged  while  ours  are 
left.  If  it  was  possible  to  put  this  Business  entirely  on  a  general 
Footing  it  would  have  a  happy  Tendency^  ft  is  well  worthy  your 
Excell'*  Interposition. 

The  Scarcity  of  Flour  ft  Demand  on  us  was  venr  unexpected,  ft  I 
am  sure  will  be  eo  to  your  Exoell^  after  you  have  perused  the 
enclosed  Letter  to  which  I  may  add  Mr.  O.  Morris's  Assurances  to 
Council  that  there  was  such  an  Abundancy  of  Flour  as  to  make  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  export.  The  Council  hesitated  to  comply, 
bot  at  length  pressed  thereto  gave  the  Permiss",  ft  a  Vessel  with 
1000  Barrels  sailed  last  Week.  As  M'  Morris  was  the  Superintend* 
Committee  himself,  the  other  Members  declaring  they  knew  nothing 
of  the  Measures,  all  the  Consequences  will  be  justly  ascribed  to  this 
Mode  of  doioff  Business.  At  this  Season  of  the  Yesr  your  Excell' 
will  be  sensible  how  difficult  it  is  for  the  Farmer  to  thresh  or  come 
to  Market,  besides  which  the  Practice  of  our  Speculators,  counte- 
DiDced  by  some  principal  Merchants,  who  have  thwwrted  every 
Measure  for  checking  the  Depreciation,  have  now  given  such  Disgust 
to  the  Country  that  we  are  threatened  with  a  total  SupfMression  of 
all  Supplies. — ^If  it  had  not  been  for  the  Prises  our  Situation  at  this 
Time  would  have  been  truly  alarming.  The  Bread  we  now  eat  is 
of  mu9ty  English  Flour,  which  formerly  would  have  been  given  to 
our  Cattle. — Apprehending  a  Difficulty  in  the  Article  of  Salt  ft  pn^ 
curing  Cloathing  for  our  Officers  about  6  Weeks  ago,  Directions 
were  given  to  purchase  about  2000  Barrells  of  Flour  for  Exportation 
on  Aco*  of  the  State — a  Part  of.  that  is  now  in  Store,  but  if  it  was 
possible  to  avoid  turning  it  from  the  useful  Purpose  to  which  it  is 
devoted  it  would  be  best,  and  as  the  Farmers  to  the  Southward  have 
been  under  a  Necessity  of  threshing  on  Ace*  of  the  Fly,  we  flatter 


ese  PBNNSYLVANIA  UKOHIYBS  1779. 

osnehes  tk4  Snpfij  from  tkoaac  will  be  soro  speedyft  mAmtiak'^ 
If  the  Liws  9t  Mairyfauid  would  h»ve  pennhted  Bzportetioii  U>  Mm 
Stote  W8  ooaU  bave  made  Teiy  laige  PoiohMes  in  that  Qaaiier  &  a4- 
•  prettj  moderate  Priee,  bai  the  Depfeeiation  there  now  rarpanes 
all  Credit  Tobaeoo  la  not  to  be  obtained  in  many  Parts  of  VirgiBiA 
or  Marjland  bat  fbr  Gk>ld  or  Silfor,  &  of  oonrse  a  Barter  is  intio- 
dnoed  that  will|  if  not  checked,  soon  give  the  Money  ita  fatal  Stroke. 
We  shall  give  Oen.  Sullivan  the  i^stanoe  you  request  whenever 
the  Oommiss^  aoqpisint  us  with  their  particulw  necessities,  Ao  the 
Freedom  he  has  taken  with  us  in  his  Complaints  to  Congress  &  to 
the  People  <m  the  Frontiers  have  made  an  Impression  upon  na 
which  will  not  soon  be  removed.  We  have  never  had  one  lino 
from  him  rince  he  left  Basfton,  &  could  easily  satisfy  your  Bzeell' 
that  hb  Complaints  were  without  the  least  real  Ground,    In  Cone^ 

Silence  of  the  Demand  for  Boatmen  the  Bangers  could  not  be  raised. 
f  now  it  is  evident  that  his  Bxpedition  will  fail  of  its  full  Effect  by 
ks  Numbers  &  the  Difficulty  of  feeding  them.  However  we  are 
very  gkd  it  hae  been  attended  with  any  Success.  It  would  bo 
happy  if  your  Ezeell^  Example  in  your  Attention  to  publick 
Authority y  &  candid  Allowances,  which  we  AaU.  always  acknow-' 
ledge,  had  a  more  diffusive  Influence.  And  we  now  beg  Leave  to 
assure  you  Uiafc  no  Bxertiona  on  our  Part  shall  be  wanting  to 
a  fuQ  Compliance  with  every  of  your  Bequests. 

We  are  with  the 

greatest  Bespect  &  Esteem, 

Tour  Excell'',  Ac.* 


Mr.  Holkbb  to  Pbes.  Bsbb,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  y*  S^  Sept%  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  this  instant  received  the  honor  of  your  Letter  of  the 
Seventh  Currentf  I  return  the  inclosed  Papers  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  frvor  me  with,  after  having  perused  them.  I  needed 
only  your  Excellency's  Information,  to  be  fully  convinced  of  the 
Critical  Situation  of  things,  &  of  the  necessify  of  Supplying  the 
immediate  demands  of  the  army.  It  is  Just  th^  should  be  finft 
supplied,  &  I  cannot  but  see  with  pleasure,  the  exertions  of  govern- 
ment in  their  frvor,  even  in  preference  to  my  demands.  I  shall 
therefore  rest  quiet,  in  the  full  Conviction  that  the  honorable  y* 
Council  will  Concert,  and  adopt  some  effectual  measure  to  insure  ft 
to  fMnlkate  die  means  of  proouring  the  necessary  atttdes  of  pro- 

•  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Yd.  ZIL,  p.  99.  f  Seepafe678. 
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TiflionSy  withont  whiob  no  stand  ctn  be  made  on  this  Continent 
asainst  the  Common  Bnnemyy  nor  those  supplies  famished  to  his 
Majesty's  fleets  on  which  we  had  reason  to  depend  from  a  Coantry, 
whence  200,000  Barrells  were  yearly  exported  heretofore ;  if  eflPeo* 
taal  measures  cannot  be  speedily  taken,  1  shall  be  under  the  Cruel 
necessity  of  dependiug  only  on  the  supplies  which  can  be  procured 
from  Marylandy  where  wheat  is  more  or  less  fly  bitten,  &  where  the 
harvest,  as  I  am  told,  is  not  near  so  abundant  this  year,  as  in  the 
state  of  pensiWania ;  your  Excellency  will  please  to  observe,  that 
my  orders  are  not  to  stand  for  the  price,  because  Provisions  musfbe 
had  at  any  rate,  to  support  fleets  ft  armies ;  &  that  ready  to  pay 
whatever  may  be  necessary,  or  to  aot  by  my  own  agents,  if  it  is 
Judged  proper  I  should  interfere ;  which,  however,  I  shall  never  dd 
but  with  the  utmost  reluctance.  Lest  some  men  might  imagine 
that,  by  giving  generotts  prices  fmr  what  must  be  proourcKl,  it  should 
have  a  tendeooy  to  depreciate  the  Continental  Currency.  Permit 
me  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency,  that  according  to  my  Ideas  of 
matters,  a  free  and  unoontrouled  course  of  trade  might,  perhaps,  put 
things  to  rights.  The  price  of  exported  articles  may  rise  somewhat 
by  a  free  exportation,  but  an  abundance  of  provisions  will  be  the 
immediate  consequence  thereof,  &  would  necessarily  reduce  their 
price  after  a  short  period  of  time.  It  is  very  possible  that  I  mav  be 
mistaken,  &  that  the  usual  Course  of  things  may  not  take  plaoe  where 
paper  is  the  medium  of  trade;  this  your  Excellency  can. determine 
Detter  than  I  can  pretend  to,  &  I  will  therefore  conclude  by  reneiring 
my  former  Bequests,  which  I  could  wish  it  was  in  your  power  to 
ffhktify,  88  the  want^  encrease  daily^  ft  become  more  a  more  urgent 
1  hope  your  Excellency  will  please  to  take  in  good  part  what  I  hav« 
the  honor  of  suggesting,  in  doing  which  I  have  no  other  view  but 
that  of  oonvincing  you  of  my  entire  Coufidenoe,  ft  of  the  obligation 
I  am  under  of  procuring  supplies  by  every  means  in  my  power. 

The  reference  in  your  letter  wiUi  respect  to  the  two  Cemmittees 
of  Congress,  does  not  regard  me  in  tne  Least.  I  am  exporting 
what  I  have  on  hand,  but  must  Beplaoe  the  same  Instantly^  in 
oonformity  to  my  instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  of  sabsoribing  myself^ 

with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient^  humble  Servant, 

HOLKEK. 
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Thos.  Hale  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

May  it  please  jonr  Ezoelleooj  b  the  Honour,  board, 

Tbe  Bearer  hereof,  John  Winters,  lives  in  Chester  Goantj,  East 
Notingham  Township,  near  the  Marjbind  line.  He  sals  there  ia 
Great  Quantitjs  of  Wheat  Carried  out  of  this  State  into  Maryland, 
as  the  Millers  of  that  State  Offers  and  gives  20  Dollars  per  Bushel, 
to  the  ffreat  prejudice  of  the  Credite  of  our  Curenoy,  and  to  the  well 
affeoted  People  of  this  State,  who  would  be  willing,  in  a  general  way, 
to  sell  at  16  Dollars,  the  regulated  Price,  was  it  not  for  the  abovCi 
which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  ought  to  be  redressed  if  possible. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

yoor  most  Obedient 

&  Humble  Servant, 

TH»  HALE. 
To  his  Exoellenoy  the  president  &  Supreme  Ezeoati?e  GonnoiL 
Sep*  8, 1779. 


Jacob  Shobmaebb  to  Pbbs;  Bbbb,  1779. 

Northampton  County,  Sept'  8<^,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  oonfnsed  state  the  Militia  affairs  at  present  in  this  County  ia 
in,  on  account  of  some  mistaken  notions  diffused  amongst  them,  lays 
me  under  tbe  necessity  of  Representing  the  matter  to  your  Excel- 
lency and  the  Honble.  Board,  Expecting  advice  how  to  Proceed 
further  in  the  Premises.  In  Consequence  of  an  order  from  Council 
to  John  Wetzel,  Esq',  Lieu^  of  this  County,  dated  July  21, 1778, 
the  said  I^eu*  ordered  me  to  Call  out  tbe  four  first  classes  in  the  5*^ 
Battalion  of  Militia  in  this  County,  which  I  accordingly  did,  and  held 
a  Regular  appeal  the  SO^'cfay  of  July,  1778,  ^hen  there  appeared  but 
19  men  ready  to  go  in  their  tour ;  after  the  appeal  was  over,  some  of 
the  Officers  &  men  fell  on  the  Notion  of  Enlisting  a  party  of  men,  & 
jointly  to  pay  them  a  Bounty.  I  represented  to  them  the  lUegallity 
of  such  a  proceeding ;  Nevertheless  they  engaged  18  men  and  sent 
them  Out,  which  they  allowed  to  be  the  full  quota  for  4  Companies 
oul  of  the  said  4  first  classes.  I  acquainted  Col*  Wetsel  with  the 
proceedings  of  these  men,  who  inclined  to  think  it  the  best  way  not 
to  Collect  the  fines  of  the  delinquents  forthwith,  but  Expected  at 
another  call  the  delinquents  would  yet  turn  out,  in  Lieu  of  the  tour 
they  was  then  to  have  done. 

So  affiura  lay  until  the  savages  made  Xncursions  on  our  frontiers 
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in  July  last;  then,  Ool«  Weiiel  himselfe  Galled  vpon  the  eSeen 
to  tarn  onl  their  delinqiMfts  that  had  Negleqted  their  tvm  the 
preceediDg  year,  and  also  ordered  the  Officers  to  make  Retam  to 
him  or  aney  of  the  suh  Lien^,  of  the  Number  of  men  that  woold  so 
maieh.  The  Captains  made  Betnm,  jMirtly  all  of  the  same  tenor  of 
the  Copy  of  one  here  inclosed.  (No.  1)  Upon  the  whole,  not  a  man 
tnm'd  out  of  the  5^  Battalion.  Col«  Wetiel  then  Ordered  me  to 
h*Te  the  fines  Immediately  Collected. — I  made  out  the  BceoutioM  and 
diMoied  them  to  the  sheriff  of  the  County  to  eervop  who  hath  refused 
4o  do  ity  as  you  will  see  in  a  copy  of  his  refusal  in  Writing  here 
inclosed  (No.  2).  I  attempted  to  get  some  of  the  Constables  to  serrt 
the  Bxeontions,  who  reply'd,  if  the  sheriff  was  in  fear  of  Executing 
Ihemi  how  could  I  Expect  they  would  do  it  And  to  find  out 
another  fit  penmi  wai^  and  is  yet^  yery  difieult  for  me  to  do,  as.  I 
eould  not  Engage  any  man  of  substance  and  Character  to  underlake 
it ;  and,  as  the  Number  of  Delinquents  is  eonsiderablcy  no  less  than 
about  114,  which,  in  the  whole,  amonnts  to  a  large  sum,  I  Look 
upon  it  as  a  great  risk  for  me  to  Intrust  it  into  the  hands  of  anej 
loo^  aihd  nnsetded  man ',  and  so  the  fines  vemain  all  unooUecled, 
except  the  delin<penta  of  one  Company,  who  haye  yeluntarily  paid. 
Uftder  theas  Cireumataacs^  I  flatter  myselfe  Council  will  be  pleased 
to  direct  mt  how  to  proceed,  as  to  them  shall  appear  Equitable  and 
Bight. 

I  am,  8ir^  your  Sxedlency's 

ami  obed'  &  Hum>  3e^, 

JACOB  SHOEMAEEB, 
Sub-LieuicDaat. 

To  His  Exoelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esqme,  Prsaident  of  the  Sapfeaal 
liectttiye  Coaacil  of  the  State  of  Peansylfaaia^  at  Philadelphia. 
V  finronr  of  Col*  J.  Stroud. 


Sbot,  Matiaok  to  OoIn  Lkwki  Faemsb,  1779. 

Philadelpbia,  Sept.  9|  1779. 
Bir, 

The  Oomunl  understanding  that  there  is  a  yery  large  qaantily  of 
goods  in  the  state  atore,  His  Excellency,  the  Preudent,  has  ordered 
me  to  request  yon  to  procure  one  or  two  proper  persons  in  whom  a 
oonfidenoe  may  be  placed,  to  lodge  in  the  said  stars,  with  arms  in 
their  possession.  You  wiU  oontraet  for  such  reasonable  aUowanee 
for  this  seryiee  as  wiQ  compensate  for  it,  aad  the  Coancil  will  order 
it  to  be  paid. 

I  ani|  with  due  respect, 

Tour  very  hnmfale  ssnrant^ 

T.  M.,  800*7. 
To  Col.  Lewis  Farmer^  State  Clothier. 
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MoHB.  Dv  PoBTAiL  TO  PuBiDore  Rbbb,  17T9* 


West  point;  lOth  September,  1779. 

Sir, 

Oongrese  eome  time  riooe  ordered  tiie  formeAion  of  three  Con- 
pmiee  of  seppen  and  mineri,  of  which  thej  were  [rieaeed  to  hoocr 
me  wHh  the  Command.  The  soldiers  for  these  Companies  were 
origloally  to  be  drafted  from  the  Hoe,  but  his  ezoelleoej,  general 
Washington,  findinff  some  loeonTeniency  in  doing  it  at  this  time  pre- 
fen  their  being  raised.     In  Conseqnenee  he  has  written  to  Congress 

foraying  them  to  recommend  it  to  the  diffneat  staSsa^  to  permit  thia 
eyy,  which  Beeommendation  jonr  exoellenej  will  piobaUj  reeerfe^ 
I  therefore  send  Captain  M*Mnrray  into  your  state  to  reorait  for 
these  Companies  &  I  intreat  that  yon  will  be  pleased  to  pwe  the 
bosmess  all  the  aid  of  which  it  may  stand  in  neod. 

Cap.  M*Mumy  has  the  regulations  made  by  Congress  fbr  theoe 
Companies.  I  dare  pray  yon  to  have  the  goodness  to  ran  them  over 
and  yon  will  see  what  is  to  be  their  serriee  and  their  inatraetioD ; 
yon  will  see  thai  tka officers  are  to  have  the  qieanaof  aeqniiittg  all 
the  knowledge  necessary  to  engineers,  and  that  the  soldiers  will 
learn  to  Constrnct  all  the  works  relative  to  fcrtifications.  May  I 
therefore  be  permitted  to  observe  that  it  would  be  very  advantageoua 
to  the  state  of  pensilvania  to  Airnish  a  number  of  these  soldiers  who, 
retasning  into  their  own  Country  after  beinff  instructed,  may  be  of 
the  greatest  utility  to  it  As  I  flatter  myself  your  ezcelleney  wiU 
Ittdfle  of  it  in  the  same  manner,  and  your  eagerness  to  form  every 
kind  of  establishment  useful  to  the  state  which  yon  govern  is  ww 
known,  I  take  the  liberty  to  propose  to  you  the  rormation  of  one  of 
these  Companies  of  sappers  and  miners,  to  belong  to  the  sUte  itself. 
This  plan  has  been  mentioned-to  general  Washington  and  met  his 
approbation  in  that  case.  As  there  are  two  vacancies  in  the  Com- 
pany of  Mr.  M*Murray  they  Could  be  granted  to  two  genUelDen  of 
the  state  of  pensilvania  for  this  purpose ;  if  your  excellency  should 
bo  acquainted  with  any  gentlemen  disposed  to  embrace  this  profes- 
sion and  proper  for  it,  I  should  esteem  it  a  favor  you  would  send 
them  to  me  for  examination.  The  qualities  necessary  fbrthe  offieera 
of  sappers  and  miners  are  in  the  first  place  a  good  education  in  gen» 
oral,  whiefa  will  be  a  security  for  the  integrity  of  their  sentimeniK 
It  must  be  Considered  that  these  offieera  becoming  Engineeia  and  so 
in  a  situation  to  have  in  their  hands  the  plans  of  the  frontiera  of  the 
Ibrtifioationsv  the  memorials  eonoerning  them,  in  a  word  all  that  has 
relation  to  the  defence  of  the  state,  they  ought  to  be  qualified  to 
inspire  great  Confidence  in  their  fidelity  and  in  their  attaehment  to 
their  Country  ]  in  the  next  plana  it  is  proper  they  should  have  some 
mathematieal  Knowledge — the  more  they  have  the  better;  but  we 
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BM^  not  exaot  a  mat  ded  homjowng  hmh  who  dd  not  eartei  th« 
ftge  of  twenty,  who  besideo  kmve  had  a  good  edaoation,  poaMn  » 
food  of  iatollig^Boe  and  show  an  noUnation  to  instrnol  tlieinMl?o% 
Ihoj  may  be  the  easier  dispensed  wiihi  u  thaie  will  be  a  master  of 
mathematios  ^ttaehed  to  the  Companies^  and  they  will  be  furnished 
irith  regsrd  to  this  objeet  with  sil  the  means  to  siq^ply  the  deiseta 
of  their  education. 
I  beg  yonr  EaoeUeney  to  honor  me  with  an  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  excellency's  the  most 

obedient  Mid  veiy  humble  serrant, 

le  OBr  DUPORTAIL. 

excellency,  general  Seed. 


BoAKB  ov  Wab  to  Pbb8.  Bbh),  1779. 

War-Offioe,  Sep*  10, 1779. 
Sir, 

We  daly  received  the  sots  of  Ooaneil  of  the  2d  ft  6th  inst.* 
making  promotions  ft  filling  Taoanoies  in  the  pensylvania  line;  fcr 
which  commissions  woald  have  been  made  out  as  nsnal,  bat  an 
objection  arose  on  aoooant  of  Captain  Beily  ft  lieutenant  Kinff,  the 
former  being  superseded  beoause  abtent  withoui  leav^,  and  the  latter 
2^  Ota  of  his  regiment  The  acts  of  Congress  explicitly  declare  the 
right  of  each  state  to  appoint  officers  ft  fill  vacancies  in  their  own 
battalions :  but  we  are  not  apprised  of  aOy  resolntion  directing  that 
officers  may  be  dimined  by  the  authority  of  any  state :  on  the 
contrary,  in  the  articles  of  war  section  14th  article  loth  it  is  declared 
^Hhat  no  commissioned  officer  shall  be  cashiered  or  dismissed  from 
the  service,  excepting  by  an  order  from  the  Congress,  or  by  the 
sentence  of  a  general  court  martial/' — ^These  matters  we  imagined 
might  have  escaped  the  notice  of  Council;  and  esteeming  it  our 
duty  to  prevent  any  errors  we  discover  from  taking  effect,  we  bee 
leave  to  ask  the  attention  of  Council  to  the  cases  of  captain  Beily  £ 
lieut.  King  with  their  consequences,  that  they  may  take  such 
further  order  thereon  as  shall  to  them  seem  proper.  We  shall  take 
care  to  supply  a  guard  for  Lancaster  from  the  troops  in  this  city  as 
you  request,  but  this  obliges  us  to  'ask  for  the  number  of  twenty 
men  in  addition  to  the  hundred  militia  we  have  already  applied  for. 

When  we  had  the  honour  of  waiting  on  the  council  ft  eonsented 

^    *  See  CoL  See.,  YoL  XH,  p.  88. 92. 
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la  fotniib  Mtei  Ibr  the  nflitift|  mp  tiewi  wen  oonflMd  to  ihooe  wte 
riioiiid  fixrm  the  guard  in  this  bity :  the  state  of  the  poblio  etoree 
will  Bot  at  prcMeiit  Wamot  •  more  eztenmve  rapply.  we  expeot  a 
^aanti^  of  Tampart  OMMfketa  from  Virgiaift  in  a  few  daje;  thej  ure 
wbetantial  arms  without  bayonets :  out  of  these  the  760  asked  for 
may  be  lent  to  the  state.  The  one  ton  of  powdw  yon  request  shaH 
be  delivered  to  your  order. 

A  resolve  of  Ooogress  niative  to  eloathing  passed  yesterday  npoa 
onr  report  as  we  are  infonned|  will  remove  all  donbto  in  regard  to 
pnrohases  of  eloathing  made  by  the  state,  and  enable  them  to 
prevent  any  oompetitions  with  the  continental  agent  We  beg  leave 
however  to  observoi  that  we  do  not  think  it  neoessaiy  that  oar  agent 
should  be  restricted  from  making  any  purchases;  and  onr  instruo- 
tioQS  to  him  will  eftetaally  prevent  any  detriment  to  the  United 
States  or  this  stata  in  partioalar  from  a  supposed  oompetition  with 
the  Agent  for  the  state.  We  shall  recommend  onr  agent  a  cooper- 
ation with  the  state  agent  we  request  Council  to  enjoin  the  same  on 
the  Utter. 

We  are  Sir, 

verj  reepectf ttlly 

your  most  obed. 

By  order  of  the  Board 

TIM.  PIGEEBINQ. 


His  B^eelleney  Joseph  Boed  Bsq', 
(War^Oflioe.) 


Pbbs.  Ebsd  to  Pvechasbbs  Of  Floub,  17T9. 

Sir, 

It  was  with  great  Oonoem  I  was  informed  vou  could  not  procure 
Tlonr  for  the  State  TJse.  Col.  Morgan  has  been  allowed  to  take 
Salt  to  Berks  County  to  be  sold  to  the  Inhabitanta  at  £15  ^  Bushe^ 
giving  Preference  to  those  who  supply  Flour  and  will  receive  two 
thirds  of  the  Monc^  at  £20  ^  e*— one  third  in  Salt  at  the  above 
Price.  Perhape  this  may  be  an  Inducement  to  the  People  with  you 
to  exert  themselves  on  this  Emergency  as  they  shall  have  the  same 
Terms.  To  the  Price  of  Salt  will  be  added  the  Gartace,  and  if  it  is 
regulated  at  a  lower  Priee  than  £16  they  will  haVe  Sie  BeneAt  of 
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Rich  Alteration.    The  Wnggfmg  whioh  brine  the  Fkmr  will  take 
|mk  liie  Sdt.— I  OB  Sir 

roar  teiy  Hbble  Serv. 

J0&  BEED^  F^eaidenl. 

PbHad.,  Sept.  8%  1779. 

It  18  supposed  £15  will  be  the  ctirrene  Price  of  Salt  bat  if  the 
state  pay  less  the  People  will  hare  the  Benefit  of  it 

Chester  Goantj. 

JHreeiedf 
To  Gol.  Boyd. 


Pbx8.  Rbib  to  Gol.  Bayaed,  [Spkasbb],  1779. 

Sir, 

In  oonseqaenoe  of  sove  UieaaiaQSs  in  ti&is  Cit^  about  2  Weeks 
ago  with  Respeet  to  Salt,  the  Holders  of  that  Article  thought  proper 
to  make  the  Proposition  contained  in  the  enclosed  Letteri  in  Gonse- 
qnence  of  which  a  considerable  Qaantity  of  Salt  is  now  in  the  Hands 
of  some  Persons  anthoriied  by  me  to  take  care  thereof  nntill  some 
anoh  Order  may  be  taken  therein  as  may  give  the  most  general  Satia* 
faction  to  Town  &  Gonntry.  X  waa  entirely  nnaoqnainted  with  the 
Bise  t  Progress  of  the  Discontents  on  this  Subject  untill  informed 
by  the  Gkndemen  interested  at  which  Time  they  had  arisen  to  an 
alarming  Height  The  Measures  taken  to  suppress  them  were  in  a 
great  Pegree  effectual  and  as  it  is  not  proper  or  convenient  to  me  to< 
continue  any  &rther  Pirection  of  it  I  must  request  you  to  oommn- 
nicate  the  Matter  to  your  Hon.  Bouse  either  officially  or  otherwise 
that  they  may  either  in  a  private  Way  or  by  publick  Order  dispose 
of  the  Salt  I  shall  be  at  all  Times  ready  to  give  any  Gkntlemen 
who  may  act  in  CenseqfMttoe  tbeNV>f  such  fkrther  Information  as 
may  be  necessary  on  the  Occasion — ^And  am  with  veiy 

great  Bespect  8ir| 

Xour  mostObed.. 

ft  tdry  Hb'ble  SerT« 

JOS.  BEED. 

Philad.,  Sept  18, 1779. 

Indortedf 
The  Hon.  Gol.  Bayard. 
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The  Judgi  07  the  Court  09  ADMnuLxr  to  Pbis.  Rbs^ 

•  1779L 

The  Tadge  of  tlie  Court  of  Admiralty  begs  leaTe  to  inform  the 
President  &  Coanoil  that  he  has  oansed  a  seal  to  be  engraved  in 
3rass  for  the  Use  of  the  Court  of  admiralty  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylyania,  an  Impreasion  from  which  he  has  the  Honour  to  by  before 
them  for  their  Inspection,  hoping  it  will  meet  with  their  Approbik 
tion.  He  also  encloses  the  Aooount  of  the  EDgraver,  requesting 
that  an  Order  may  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  for  Payment  thereoC 
The  Blocky  engraving  &o.,  comes  to  £4— in  hard  money,-^ 

Sept.'  13*^,  1779.* 

Dirededf 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esquire. 


John  Hay  to  Col.  HiBrm,  1779. 

Sir,    . 

Torky  Septr  Idtby  1779. 

As  there  are  Eighteen  or  more  fellows  in  Goal,  Sevioral  of  them 
concerned  with  Urge  gaogs  of  CoUnterfiters  of  Honey,  I  have 
thooffht  it  proper  upon  the  application  of  the  High  Sheriff  to  Order 
a  Subaltern  Serj*;  Corporal  and  20  Men  of  the  8^  Battalion  to  serve 
as  a  guard  to  the  goal  'till  further  consideration^  And  must  request 
the  favour  of  you  to  mention  this  to  the  President  in  order  to  knoir 
how  he  approves  of  the  measure  and  to  inform  me  thereof  by  the 
le irer,  Mr.  ^usslei  or  other  safe. opportunity. 

I  am  Sir, 

jeut  HemUe  Servt,, 

JOmr  HAY.    ' 

Direeiedf 
To  Col.  Thomas  HeartlejTi  in  Philadelphia. 
By  Mr.  Tusler. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  Xn.,  p.  102.  , 
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Pbi8.  of  OoHgbm  to  Pbib.  Rbbd,  17T9. 

(Ginmlar.) 

Philadelphia,  14th  Sepi|  1779. 

Sir, 

Yon  win  reoeiye  herewith  eDclosed  Copies  of  three  Aels  of  Gon« 
grese, — One  of  the  2 let  Ang*  on  the  Subject  of  an  Bmbareo— one 
of  the  25th  An(f  against  Restrictions  on  the  Inland  trade  oetween 
the  States,  and  the  third  of  the  10th  Inst.,  for  providing  cldatbing 
for  the  troops.  The  two  first  shonid  haye  been,  as  nsnal,  sent  to  the 
States  directly  after  they  were  passed,  bnt  it  was  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress, 'tiir within  a  few  days,  to  delay  their  transmission.  Yonr 
Excellency  will  also  receiye  herewith  a  copy  of  a  circnlar  letter  from 
Congress  to  tbeir  Coostitneats.* 

I  hare  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect, 

yonr  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY, 
President. 
ZHredefij 
His  Ezoelleney  Ftesident  Reed. 


TSfAn  Boi&D  TO  Pas8«  Rbxd,  1779. 

Navy  Board,  mid  distriot^ 
Philadelphia,  Septem'  14th.  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Frigate  Gonfederaey  is  in  want  of  Three  hundred  double 
headed  Shott  for  twelve  pounders,  none  of  which  are  in  the  Conti- 
nental Store.  Would  therefore  take  it  as  a  favor  if  yonr  BzoelleDoy 
will  give  an  order  for  that  number  or  such  part  of  them  as  can  be 
spared  from  th0  QMe.f 

We  are  yonr  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servants, 

JOHN  WHARTON, 
WILL.  WINDlfiB,  Jr., 
JAMBS  READ. 

His  Excellency  Cbvemor  Reed. 


*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vdl.  XII.,  p.  f68. 
t  0eeOsLBe^.,▼oLJUI.,^lM. 
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Board  ov  Wab  to  PftK.  Bud,  17Tft» 

War  OiBoei 

SeptF  14|  1779. 
Sir, 

We  havt  been  hononred  witk  joar  Faf  of  the  llth  inft,»  &  ]i»t6 
^ven  Cap'  Stiks  the  cider  {an  one  Ion  of  Powder  &  one  handled  ft 
twenty  Arma. 

It  ia  impoaaible  for  na  now  to  ascertain  the  exact  Proportion  of 
Cloathing  the  Pena^lvania  Troopa  wiU  iecei?e  out  of  the  Continental 
gtoek.  Therefioie  if  it  were  otherwise  proper  we  could  not  deliver 
it  to  the  State  Clothier.  The  Plan  we  are  upon,  ia  to  aconmnlate 
1^  much  as  poeaible  &  issue  it  all  at  once.  The  Manner  of  issuing 
la  directed  bj  the  Ordinance  of  Congress  on  the  Subject  ft  added  to 
tbia  the  Board  have  some  Begulations  jet  to  make«  So  that  if  the 
State  will  be  pleased  to  procure  as  much  as  ther  possibly  can  of  Hatta, 
Shirts,  Shoes,  Hose,  Bknkett^  woolen  overalls  and  oocka  rto  serve 
instead  of  Stockings  in  a  Deficiency  of  Hose)  ft  inform  the  Board  of 
the  Qaantttiea  procured  or  likely  to  be  obtained,  they  need  not  aa 
yet  foar  having  too  much  provided.  Of  Blankets  their  Troops  will 
want  a  Number  at  least  equal  to  half  the  Number  of  Men.  We  have 
not  Blanketts  enough  to  supply  one  8th  of  the  Army. 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Bespect 

ft  Esteem  your  very  obd*  Serv* 

BIOHABD  PETEBS. 
By  Order. 
Directed, 

On  publick  service 

To  His  Excellency  Prendent  Beed. 


TflOMAs  Smith  to  Council,  17T9. 

Sep*  16, 1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Colonel  Martin  one  of  the  Sublieutenants  of  Bedford  County,  on 
his  leaving  Town  lately,  sent  a  few  Lines  to  me,  informing  me  thai 
when  the  Indians  made  the  late  ineursums.  into  that  Country, 
he  thouffht  himself  under  an  indispensible  obligation  to  call  out  a 
few  of  the  Militia  asd  Station  them  in  suck  places  as  to  afford  the 
utmoat  protection  to  the  few  InhabitanAa  ytl  remaining  in  that 
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tlmott  desolated  Conntry,  that  snch  a  small  number  oovld  do  by 
ranging  along  the  Frontiers  ft  meeting  eacb  other  al  Stated  Times 
ft  places  and  oommnnicate  their  discoveries  to  each  other.  That  he 
was  happy  to  find  that  this  mode  gave  great  enoonragement  to  the 
People,  ft  he  hoped  they  would  be  able  to  relieve  them  at  the  expi- 
ration of  their  Tour — but  to  his  great  mortificadon  there  was  not  a 
grain  of  Powder  more  than  what  was  delivered  to  the  present  Scout 
which  would  be  soon  exhausted  ft  if  a  Supply  was  not  soon  afforded 
those  who  were  wiUing  to  .turn  out  in  defence  of  their  helpless  neigh- 
bours would  not  have  it  in  their  power— the  Consequence  would  most 
certainly  be  an  evacuation  of  the  whole  Country—  and  intreating  me 
to  apply  to  the  Council  for  a  small  Quantity  of  that  on  which  their 
preservation  so  much  depends^  not  doubting  but  that  Council  would 
afford  them  every  assistance  in  their  Power  as  soon  as  they  could  get 
any  Powder — which  when  he  was  in  Town  he  believed  they  were 
scarce  of. 

Altbo'  r  am  convinced  that  Council  have  done  every  thing  in  their 
Power  for  our  Protection  this  summer,  yet  it  has  been  our  misfor- 
tune not  to  have  had  a  single  Man  either  for  our  own  defence  or  escort* 
ing  Stores  to  Fort  Pitt,  except  a  few  of  our  own  tired  out  Militia, 
and  a  few  Men  of  Cap*  Clugages  Company,  who  don't  seem  to  be 
extended  wide  enough  ft  only  afford  protection  to  one  Comer,  altho 
Col.  Martin  &  myself  by  differing  in  Political  sentiments  which  but 
too  often  gives  rise  to  a  lasting  Personal  enmity,  are  not  upon  such 
friendly  Terms  as  I  would  wish  to  be  on  with  every  Man,  yet  Justice 
to  his  Conduct  requires  me  to  declare  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  his 
patriotic  exertions  and  indefatigable  application,  there  had  not  by 
this  Time  been  an  Inhabitant  in  the  whole  County. 

In  Compliance  therefore  with  his  request,  I  intreat  that  Council 
wonld  furnish  the  Lieutenant  with  a  small  Quantity  of  Powder  as 
soon  as  possible — ^I  will  do  every  thing  in  my  Power  to  havo  it  sent 
up  without  delay* 

Monday. 

lam 

gentlemen  your  very 

Humble  Serv* 

THOMAS  SMITH. 

P.  S.  I  have  almost  loit  the  use  of  my  Hand  wfaiob  I  pray  nay 
be  my  Excuse  for  this  sorawL 

DirecteJf 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  ft  CounciL 

Vol.  VIL— 80 
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Ck>L.  Liwis  KcooLA  so  Paw.  BbbD):  1779« 

f 

Sir, 

Thrte  sidlon  vho  lejft  the  guard  ship  last  satnrdaj  night  say  Sir 
George  Collier  and  his  fleet  iras  then  lyine  off  the  Hook  &  that 
thej  reported  thej  had  destroyed  40  sail  of  the  American  Tessela  at 
Penobscot. 

Se?eral  of  the  transports  which  arrived  with  Admiral  Arbnthnot 
bad  sailed  for  Halifax  nnder  Gonvoj  of  the  Renown  of  60  guns  & 
Iwo  frigates  bat  on  the  arrival  of  a  Polacre  who  brought  an 
aoooant  of  a  french  or  Spanish  fleet  beine  seen  off  Geor^  a  few  days 
Dcfore  an  express  was  dispatched  to  recall  them,  bat  only  one  of  them 
bad  retamed  when  the  informant  came  off.  A  fleet  of  22  sail  arrived 
from  Cork  last  taesday  was  a  week  k  reported  that  a  Rebellion  waa 
on  foot  in  BeoUand,  &  that  it  was  certain  that  a  french  fleet  with  a 
lai|;e  namber  of  troops  on  board,  was  off  the  northward  of  Ireland 
prepariog  to  land.  The  day  before  the  informants  came  off  tbere 
were  brought  in  two  20  gun  ships  from  Penobsooty  being  the  only 
iwo  that  nad  not  been  destroyed  by  the  Americans.  Since  the 
taking  of  the  10  Jamaica  men  by  the  Boston  fleet,  a  report  prevailed 
that  they  had  taken  an  English  Man  of  war  sise  unknown  A  about 
20  sail  of  Merchant  men  Ixmnd  for  and  within  two  da^s  sail  of  New 
York.  A  parcel  of  English  Prisoners  of  war  arrived  from  Boston  in 
a  sohooneri  having  made  their  escape  from  a  Prison  ship  there.  A 
fleet  of  one  74  and  2  frigates  were  preparing  to  go  against  New 
london,  with  troops  on  board,  but  upon  the  arrival  of  a  Packet  with 
an  account  of  the  Spaniards  declaring  war^  4be  expedition  was 
stopped. 

Permit  me  to  Assure  you 

that  I  am  with  respect 
Your  Excellencies 

Very  Humble  &  Obd*  Serv* 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T,  M. 
September  16th,  1779. 

JHrectedf 
To  Hia  Bxoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  Stale* 
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Mb.  Holksr  to  P&ns.  Rbsd^  17T9. 

PhOad^lpIuAy  y  16Ui  September^  1779. 

In  GoQflequeiioe  of  your  Request  I  bave  given  an  order  for  the 
Delivery  of  Mr.  Penrose'i  serrant,  bat  tbe  Captain  Refases  Complying 
tberewitby  beoanae  be  will  have  Mr.  Penrose  pay  tbe  charges  of  the 
Prison.  This  Oentleman  intimates  that  it  is  yonr  Ezoellency's 
opinion  that  bis  wages  are  doe  to  him,  or  his  master.  This  is  a  point 
1  cannot  concede,  Seeanse  this  man,  who  declared  himself  a  free 
flnbjecl  in  France,  was  enlisted  nnder  Cqndition  of  making  bis  retnm 
to  France.  Bat  as  the  Captain  does  not  want  to  keep  this  man,  ft 
Oottsents,  under  my  antbority,  that  be  sbonld  be  Restored  to  his 
former  master,  I  will  readily  agree  that  his  wages  be  paid,  providing 
another  sailor  beftimished  in  bis  lien,  the  wages  of  that  Person  being 
paid  by  Mr.  Penrose  for  bis  Retnm  to  France.  Tbis,  I  think,  is 
Retnprocal  Jnstice,  ft  therefore  will,  I  hope,  meet  with  yonr  Szoel* 
lenoy's  approbation. 

I  am  Respectfdlly,  Sir, 

Year  most  obedient 

ft  hnmbk  servant^ 

HOLKER. 
Directed, 
To  his  Excellenoyy  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  state. 


C.  J.  McEbait  to  Pass.  Risd,  1779. 
Sir, 

Last  night  I  was  fiivored  with  two  acts  of  Connoil,  the  one  dated 
tbe  14th  instant,  the  other  yesterday.  As  to  the  first  I  shall  withoat 
delay  call  anon  the  Deputy  Commissary  of  prisoners,  and  also  the 
Keeper  of  the  new  Goal,  for  a  retom  of  the  names  of  all  the  prisonera 
therein,  and  also  for  their  opinion  respecting  such  of  them  as  as  are 
supposed  to  have  been  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  to  owe  allegiance 
to  it,  and  shall  report  to  Council  my  opinion  on  their  several  cases. 

In  answer  to  the  second,  respecting  tbe  Sheriff  of  Northumberland 
county,*  who  is  charged  with  the  escape  of  three  felons  tbro'  negli- 
gence, and  tbe  Question  proposed  by  Council  thereon,  to  wit, 

Whether  by  the  22d  section  of  the  Constitution  the  Council  have 
a  power  of  suspending  an  officer  from  office  until  the  Assembly  pro- 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  108, 112. 
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eeed  by  way  of  impeaobmetity  or  wbat  oiber  is  tbe  ooDstraetioD  of 
the  words,  *'  shall  be  liable  to  be  lapeaohed  by  the  Oe&eml  Aseem- 
Uy,  either  when  in  office  or  after  his  resignation  or  removal  for  mal« 
administration  V 

The  Sheriff  in  Pennsylvania,  being  an  offioer  elected  by  the  fm^ 
holders  &  freemen  of  each  county  and  commissioned  by  the  President 
Sn  Gonncil  by  Letters  patent,  is  an  officer  for  the  war,  if  he  bebayea 
himself  well,  and  of  course  cannot  be*         m  n^  ^ 

♦  *  »  *  4E  « 

By  the  power  vested  in  the  Jostioes  of  the  Supream  ooort  by  the 
express  words  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  intitled,  '<  An  Act  for  estab- 
lishing courts  of  Judicature  in  this  province,''  in  the  13th  section 
*i  they  can  examine,  correct  &  punish,  the  contempts,  omissions  and 
neglects,  favours,  corruptions  &  defaults  of  a11  or  any  of  the  Justicee 
of  the  peace.  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Clerks  and  other  offioersy  within  the 
respective  oounties^"  and  by  the  common  law,  if  wy  Sheriff  or  any 
other  offioer,  whose  office  concerns  the  administration  of  Justice  or 
the  Commonwealth,  will  not  give  his  attendance  in  oourt,  ex  officio, 
he  forfeits  his  office,  and  upon  a  record  made  of  the  non-attendance 
by  the  court,  the  President  and  Council  can  remove  him. 

The  true  construction  of  the  words  cited  from  the  22d  section  of 
the  Constitution,  appears  to  me  to  be,  that  the  Qeneral  Assembly 
may  impeach  any  officer  for  mal-administration  ,only,  before  the 
CouD<»l,  whether  he  is  in  office  or  has  resigned,  or  been  removed 
from  it  for  some  legal  cause  of  forfeiture,  which  latter  case  must 
happen,  I  conceive,  after  a  conviction,  and  that  tbe  impeachment  in 
such  a  case  can  only  be  for  the  purpose  of  punishment  criminally, 
by  fine  or  otherwise. 

With,  submission,  I  would  advise,  that  Council  should  direct  the 
Attorney  General  to  commence  a  prosecution,  by  indictment,  in 
Northumberland  county  against  tbe  Sheriff  for  the  escapes,  or  by 
information  in  the  Supream  court,  in  order  to  disoounge  such  con- 
duct in  others }  and  that,  as  the  new  Election  is  at  hand,  if  he  should 
be  again  elected^  the  Council  should  commissionate  the  person  on 
Ihe  return  with  him. 


His  EhEoellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  &  Commander 
in  chief  of  Pennsylvania^^^ 

*  Autograph  k  a  portion  of  the  letter  cat  oft 
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Pbbs.  Bbbd  xo  Mb.  Holkeb,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  received  jovr  Favour  of  this  Mominff  reepeotioff  Mr.  Penrose's 
Servant  Tbe  Lairs  of  the  State  beinff  the  proper  Tribanal  which 
most  decide  the  Right  to  the  Servant's  Wages ;  any  Difference  of 
Sentiment  between  us  is  immaterial.  What  the  Man  declared  him-» 
self  to  be,  or  any  Engagem^  he  entered  into  in  France  will  certainly 
not  be  binding  on  his  Master  ,beoanse  the  Servant  wss  gnilty  of 
Falsehood  in  asserting  his  Freedom  k  had  no  legal  Power  to  make 
such  an  Engagement 

I  am  so  unhappy  as  also  to  differ  in  Opinion  with  yon.  in  the 
reciprocal  Jastice  of  Mr.  Penrose's  finding  a  substitute  for  this  sailor. 
I  do  not  see  under  what  kind  of  Obligation  he  can  be  to  find  the 
Captain  another  Sailor;  it  appears  to  me  to  be  equivalent  to  keeping 
the  Servant ;  if  a  Man  should  be  so  unlucky  as  to  purchase  a  Stolen 
Horse  he  might  as  well  insist  that  the  right  Owner  should  find  him 
another  before  he  would  restore  the  Horse  stolen  to  the  true  Pro- 
prietor. 

But,  as  you  observe,  the  Captain  refuses  complying  with  your  Orders 
for  the  Delivery  of  the  Servant,  it  will  be  a  Relief  to  you  as  well  as 
myself  to  aoquaint  you  that  Mr.  Penrose  has  been  directed  lo  confoim 
to  the  Laws  of  the  State,  &  pursue  his  Measures  aooordingly- 
I  am.  Sir,  with  due  Respect, 

Your  obed.  Bbble  Servt. 

J.  E.* 
Jkdonedf 

Sept  16, 1779. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Oomrcni,  1779. 

Sept.  17th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  favoDied  with  yours  of  this  days  dste  A  beg  leave  through 
you  to  inform  his  Ezoell',  the  Honl*  Board,  that  the  usual  way  of 
transferring  an  oflicer  to  the  Invalid  Corps  is  by  a  warrant  or  order- 
to  me  to  receive  him,  from  the  Board  of  War  or  General  Washington. 
No  officer  having  been  promoted,  on  coming  into  the  reg*  I  could  nol 
give  a  direct  answer,  then  applied  to  the  Board  of  war,  whose  answer 
IS  that  the  Invalid  Corps  being  looked  as  an  easy  retreat  for  life,  it 
was  an  established  rule  no  promotion  wss  to  take  place  therein. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed:  Serv^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
Direetedf 

To  Mr.  James  Trimble,  Under  Secretary  to  the  Hoi*  Executive 
Council  at  the  Secretaries  offioe. 

*  See  page  699. 
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RiCHD.  Delapt  &o.,  to  ,  1779. 

Bedfofd.  Sept.  17tli.  1779. 
Sir, 

This  Day  arrived  here  Gapt.  Samuel  P^xton,  witli  twentj-ona 
Meo,  who  bad  been  out  at  Frankstown  on  a  Toar  of  Militia  vntj^ 
hj  order  of  Colonel  James  Martin ;  the  Capt.  reports  that  daring 
his  stay  at  that  PUee,  which  was  abont  sixteen  Days,  He,  with  some 
of  his  Men,  ranged  the  Woods  at  least  ten  Miles  aronnd  fhe  Fort. 
And  last  Week  h^  discovered  at  the  Head  of  Frankstown  Waters  in 
the  Allegany  Mountain,  a  RendezTons  Place  the  Indians  have  had  for 
some  time  past ;  there  was  erected  ten  Bark  Houses  in  their  Way, 
each  of  which  would  do  for  three  to  sleep  under,  it  appeared  that 
three  of  the  said  Shades  or  Houses  had  been  occupied  about  three 
or  four  Days  before.  We  mention  this  as  one  circumstance  of  our 
Fears;  We  understand  that  Colonel  Broadhead  has  destroyed  the 
Indian  Towns  in  the  Forks  of  Allegany,  and  we  think  it  a  great 
thing ;  but  at  the  same  Time  we  lie  exposed  here,  and  from  the 
nature  of  Indians  they  look  for  revenue,  and  of  coarse  we  must  be 
the  first  Victims  of  their  Rage,  as  we  he  nearest  and  most  convenient 
to  them.  We  are  also  without  Powder  to  enable  us  to  defend  oar- 
aelvesi  even  if  we  had  Men,  and  such  a  Backwardness  appears  in 
some  of  oar  officersi  that  we  ilread  the  Consequence.  We  hope  yoor 
Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Council  will  take  the  Premises  into 
consideration,  and  send  such  relief  as  you  may  think  most  proper  for 
the  safety  of  this  part  of  the  Commonwealth. 

We  arci  with  due  respect, 

Te«r  lUceUenqy's  Homble  8ert», 

RICHARD  DELAPT, 

THOMAS  ANDERSON, 
his 

MICHAEL  X   FEATHER, 
mark 

HENRY  WERTZ, 

JACOB  SATLERy 
JOHN  GRAHAM, 
JACOB  THBR8H, 
THOMAS  HAY, 
WILLUM  RULES. 
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Mb,  Holkbk  to  P&bb.  Rbsd,  1779. 

Philadelphia^  j*  1&*^  Oe^^^  177&. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  sMuindtog  joor  JEzaalleiMnf  of  the  pcceeirity 
of  collc^tiDg  the  sapplies  which  I  have  ti^en  the  uherty  of  claiminff 
fron  the  exertKNia  of  Oovemmen^  &  whieh  yoa  have  been  ao  Band 
aa  te  proffiw  m  order  to  giye  me  that  aafliataoee  &  aid  whieh  waa 
beoome  neeeasaiy  for  procoriog  pronaiona  for  bia  Majeatj'a  ileet; 
In  my  last  I  observed  that  the  demande  weie  very  urgent;  I  have 
now  aome  reason  to  imagine  that  they  may  possibly  be  immediate. 
I  therefore  reqoeai  thai  what  ean  be  eoHected  forthwith  be  delivered 
to  the  Persona  whom  I  may  appoint  to  reoeive  the  aame,  to  be  dii^ 
posed  of  in  oonseaaenoe  of  future  direotions  whieh  may  be  forwarded 
me.  Your  Ezoelleacy  well  knows  that  all  my  Dependsnee  in  the 
present  eiroamstaooea  ia  npon  Oovemment,  ft  I  am  persuaded 
nothing  will  be  omitted  on  your  part  to  give  eompleat  aaSsfaotion; 
if  nothing  can  be  obtuned  I  earnestly  intreat  you  to  .inform  me 
thereof  with  all  possible  Speed,  so  as  I  may  take  those  preoautiona 
whieh  may  be  deemM  neeeasary.* 

I  Bemain  with  doe  Respect^ 
Yonr  Ezoellenoy's  most 

obedient  ft  humble  Servant, 

HOLKEB. 

9%* ■«  -  -J 

His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esq**,  Preat  of  the  State. 


G.  J.,   Thomas  McEban  to  P&bb.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

Upon  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  aa  yet  I  find  among 
the  prisoners  in  the  new  goal'  the  following  Traitors,  via. : 

1.  John  Papley^-He  left  the  oity  of  Pbilad^  in  Deee'  last,  waa 
taken  by  the  Confederacy. in  a  I/*  of  Marque  Sohooner  called  the 
Patsey,  bound  from  St.  Christophers  for  New-Yaric.«^His  oommis- 
aion  M  Captain  %g  The  UnitdS  States  ia  at  the  Board  of  Navy.r- 
Bis  wife  ft  fiBkmujr  reaide  in  Seoond-street  opposite  to  Mr.  David 
Beveridge. 

2.  Wm.  Byan.— A  horse-jodcey  by  ProfessEon/'till  lately  he 


*  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  Xn.,  p.  109. 
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joined  the  BritiBh  Army,  tis.,  in  Septem',  1777 ;  he  marohed  with 
them  to  New'Zork  in  Juae,  1778.  Be  was  taken  ai  a  Captain  of 
marines  on  board  of  the  privateer  eloop  Jenny  of  New-Tork. 

8.  Joeeph  Moffat.— -He  joined  the  British  army  when  in  Philad**, 
marohed  with  them  to  New- York,  and  was  taken  on  board  a  schooner, 
prise  to  the  Friyateer  Bayard  ef  New  York. 

'  4.  John  Connel. — Formerly  a  sohoolmaster  near  Gonaoid  in 
dbester  Ooanty,  from  whence  he  came  and  joined  the  British  Army 
when  in  Philad**— Hnarohed  with  them  to  New- York,  and  was  taken 
on  board  the  Privateer  Intrepid. 

6.  Joseph  Pazton.'— He  is  a  fireeholder  in  Books  eonnty,  joined 
ihe  British  Army  when  in  this  eity,  and  was  taken  prisoner  in  the 
VoT%  at  Stony  Point. 

'  6.  Jacob  Oatchens.*— Captain  of  the  Enemy's  Privateer  Imperti- 
nent. He  was  an  Inhabitant  of^Philad**,  and  went  with  the  Enemy 
to  New* York  in  June,  1778. 

9 

7.  Samael  Sannders. — Pilot  in  the  above  Privateer,  &  joined  Dm 
Enemy  with  Oatchens. 

^  — ^They  respectively  joined  the  British 

8.  Jas.  Thompson,    /  Army  when  in  Philad**,  went  with  them 

9.  Charles  MoClain,  >  to  New- York,  and  were  taken  as  privates 

10.  John  McDonald.  V  on  board  the  Enemy's  Privateer  Impef- 

/  tinent 

11.  Zachariah  Hutchins — of  Philad^ — went  abont  2  years  ago  to 
Virginia,  perhaps  longer,  &  was  taken  on  board  the  Impertinent  as 
a  Prise-Master. 

12.  James  Dawson,      v 
18.  Edward  Holland,    j 

14.  John  Shannon,  #  Deserters   from    the    State-GalUes    of 

15.  Charles  McBride,  f      Pennsylvania,— joined    the    British 

16.  John  Nardin,  \     Army  or  Navy  at  Philad**  in  1777 

17.  Thomas  Gnthrsj,  (      and  1778,  and  were  taken  in  different 

18.  Robert  Dodd,  V     vessels  beloniring  to  the  Enemy* 

19.  Willhttn  Hughes,  I 

29.  John  Smes.-—      /  Has  beeft  tried  about  a  fotinigfat  ago  bjr 

a  court  martial,  &e. 

,     If  I  can  by  any  means  sain  btelligenoe  of  any  other  Traitors 
among  the'  Pxitonen  it  shall  be  communicated  to  the  Council,  and 
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■bAll  wut  their  directions  with  respect  to  the  dboye.    The  courts  of 
Oyer  &  Terminer^  ko.,  begin  here  this  day. 

I  em  Sir, 

with  the  utmost  regud 

Toor  Bzeelleno/s  k  the  Coonoil's 

most  obedient  homble  seryant| 

THO.  M'KSAN  * 
Phihdelphia,  Septem'  20^,  1779. 

Direetedf 


[is  Bxoellenqy  Joseph  Beed|  Esquini  Fkesiden^  ftc.|  of  Fena- 
sylvsnift. 


CouKCiL  TO  Hbkbt  Fishbb,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Sept'  21,  in9. 
Sir, 

Mrs.  HitehoQck  has  represented  to  the  Gonneil  that  she  has  been 
under  a  necessity  of  giving  yoi^  and  the  people  at  Lewis  notice  of 
the  approach  of  ships  in  the*  offing,  whioh  has  been  attended  with 
considerable  trbnble  to  her,  altho'  very  necessary  on  aooonnt  of  the 
snperior  opportunity  she  has  of  discovering  them  at  sea«-^and  she 
requests  to  be  allowed  -pay  for  a  boy  for  this  purpose.  th6  Coundl 
direet  me  to  request  you  will  make  a  representation  to*  them  how 
this  matter  is  circumstanced,  in  order  to  enaUe.them  to  judge  what 
is  proper  to  be  done  ip  the  ease. 

She  also  represents  that  the  foundation  of  the  Light  House  is 
endangered  by  the  wash',  which  the  Council  also  request  you  will 
examine  and  write  to  them  what  appears  neeessiry  to  be  done  to 
preserve  it  from  further  damsge. 

I  am  with  gnwit  respect 

Tour  veiy  humble  servant, 

X.  M.|  Sec  y* 
JHf^eM, 

To  Mr.  Heniy  Fisher  at  Lewes  Town. 

•  See  GoL  Reo.,  YoU  jm.,  p.  110. 
80* 
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Oapt.  Jas.  Montgomsby  to  Pbes.  Kbed,  17T9. 

N«w  GmUI,  Sep"  21*',  1779. 

Sir. 

I  bft?e  the  PlMAiie  of  Informing  yonr  Ezoellenoj  that  afler 
Weathering  a  Yerey  hard  Oale  of  WumI  that  laated  foor  dajs  and 
Drove  ua  to  the  Southward  of  the  Capes  of  YirffSney,  thank  U  od  we 
have  Snflered  Very  little.  On  Saturday,  at  4  A.  H.,  Saw  a  Sail 
Cloas  1^  board  of  ua.  Got  our  ^ip  Clear  as  soon  as  PosBabell,  and 
give  her  Chaoe  at  8  P.  M.^  Came  a  Ions  Side  of  her.  She  Prooved 
to  bee  the  Brif^  Bayeard,  Privateer  of  New  York,  of  ten  Guns  and 
fortey-five  men  :  they  had  thrown  their  Ouns  over  board  in  the  Oale ; 
we  have  Brought  them  in  hear  te  Reefit.  She  is  the  fastest  Sailing 
Yessell  I  have  seen  this  Summer,  and  Should  your  Excellency  want 
a  Small  Yessdl  for  the  State  I  think  you  can  Get  Non  better.  She 
is  Compleat  in  Stoars  of  all  Kind,  and  Wants  Nothinff  but  some 
Bepaairs,  as  Sbee  Suffered  Yerey  much  in  the  Chile.  I  Came  into 
the  Capes  yesterday,  but  it  Blowing  Yerey  hard  at  E.  N.  E.  Would 
Not  Yenture  in  the  Road,  and  having  so  maney  Prisners  on  board 
did  Not  Care  to  try  a  Nother  Oak  at  Sea;  Stood  up  the  Bi^  and 
anchored  at  this  JPlaoe  at  9  P.  M.  This  will  be  delivered  to  your 
Ei^cellenoy  by  Lt  Carson^  who  will  In  form  you  more  fulley  of  the 
weather  the  Ship  made  in  the  Gale.  The  weather  Not  admitting 
us  to  go  in  to  the  Boad  a  Greaabell  to  your  Ezeellenoy's  orders  to 
me  before  I  left  Pbiladelphiai  Shall  Expect  your  orders  hearj  which 
^hall  bee  Pi^qotuley  abayed  by 

yesur  Exo^aoy'e 

Much  oblige  Serv^ 

JAMES  MONTQOMBRT  * 

Directed, 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed^  Baq. 

*  See  CoL  Eeo.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  120L 
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"Epnum  BiAnrs  to  Pass.  Rno,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Soptem.  22-,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  dailj  ooimmplioQ  tif  Floor  for  the  mp^rt  of  oor  Aro^  is 
vtiry  gfentf  and  our  Magaiines  quite  ezhMUrted.  This  will  reqaixe 
the  grtsftisi  exertioB  in  Uie  Cotnmissaries  of  Porohaae  to  prooare 
thai  Artiele^  oUierwisi  the  Army  will  nodoubtediy  suffer  for  wt&t  of 
Bresd-^Xhe  qnsiiiifej  demanded  from  mj  distriofe  is  Que  haadred  k 
fiftj  ihonsaDd  Barrab,  (Seventy  thouaaiul  of  whioh  is  the  qnota  for 
this  State).  To  exeeate  this  boeiness  under  the  present  unhappy 
Spirit  of  £ztartioQ  «nd  Monopoly  whioh  prevails  generally  with 
Mankind,  will  require  the  Aid  of  the  Exeeutive  and  Legislative 
Authority  of  the  rcspeotive  States— I  beg  your  Ezoellency  and 
Counoil  would  please  to  gndt  sooh  assistance  sis  yojcur  Wisdom .  may 
see  prudenty  to  enable  me  to  procure  the  quantity  demanded. 

Annexed  your  Bxoellenoy  has  the  names  of  my  assistants  in  this 
State.  Should  you  approve  of  them  please  to  signify  it  by  line,  and 
.auoh  as  you  disapprove  of  please  to  mentioni  and  recommend  those 
whom  your  Bxoellenoy  know  to  be  active  men  tfad  capable  to  answer 
the  public  demands  in  the  Execution  of  their  Offices — 

For  the  City  &  County  of  Philadelphia  Chaloner  k  WhitCy  Bucks 
CSounty  Nicholas  Patterson,  Chester  William  Svans,  The  lower 
district  of  Lancaster  Matthias  Slough,  the  upper  Cornelius  Cox. 
Berks  Peter  Aston  Jun'.  Northampton  Rob^  Lettis  Hooper  (resignd) 
York  Town  Henry  Miller.  Cumberland  &  Bedford  James  Smith. 
Northumberland  William  Maolay. 

They  have  all  taken  the  Oaths  of  Office  and  Allegiance  and  have 
been  active  in  the  executiom  of  their  respective  duties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  much  Esteem  k  Begard 

Tour  Excellency's  most  Obedient  k 

most  humble  Servant 

EFH.  BLAINE,  D.  D.  G.* 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esquire  Ptaidettt  of  ihe  State  ef 
Pennsylvania. 

•  Bee  CsL  Beo.,  TsL  ZIL,  p.  112. 
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MoNS.  Gx&AjgiD  TO  Pass.  Bbkd,  1779. 

A  Monsieur  le  President  et  aa  Gonseil  Sapreme  Ex^oatif  de 
Tfitot  de  Pensylyanie. 

MessieorSi 

Lee  marques  flatteuses  d^estine  et  dlnterrAt  que  vovm  voul^bien 
me  donner,  me  pen^trent  de  la  plvs  vive  reoonnaissanee.  Je  m'ea- 
time  faeureaz  d'avoir  m^rite  votre  Suffrage  et  lo  t^moignage  qua  yous 
rend^s  au  z^le  avec  lequel  je  me  Stiis  aplique  k  cimenter  par  tons 
les  mojens  qui  6toient  en  mon  pouvoiri  voire  oonliaiice  dans  I'ami- 
ti£  du  Roi  mon  MaitrOi  ainsi  que  I'union  et  la  bonne  inteUigenoe 
entre  les  deux  Nations.  C'est  ateo  nne  Satisfaotion  infinie.  Mes- 
sieurs, que  je  Saisis  oette  ooeasion  de  rendre  de  mon  cote  liommage 
aux  dispositions  que  vous  aves  montr^  dans  le  oours  de  ma  mission 
pour  contribuer  au  memo  but  Salutaire  par  la  maniere  dont  ?oiia 
av^  exerce  i'autorite  qui  vous  est  eonfi6e. 

Pen^tre  de  ees  Sentimens,  Messieursi  et  de  la  oonfianee  qui  yobs 
'est  dtle  k  tant  de  titre8>  il  ne  me  reste  qu'lk  vous  prier.d'agreer  mes 
remerciemens  pour  toua  les  precedes  que  j'ai  eprouy^  de  Totre  part 
tant  com  me  Ministre  public  que  personellementyainnquemeBToeiiz 
pour  yotre  bonheur  et  votre  prosp^rite. 

GERARD. 
A  Philadelphie,  le  22.  7brey  1779. 


Jkdidiah  Snowden  to  Pebs.  Rejbd,  1779. 

• 

To  his  Excellency,  the  President,  And  to  The  Honorable  the 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlenien: 

The  part  I  have  early  taken  in  our  Contest,  both  in  point  of  Per. 
sonal  service  and  in  lending  my  moiiey  to  the  States,  have  in  its 
oonaeqaenees  totnily  put  jne  out  of  all  business ;  and  were  I  now  to 
draw  my  money  out  of  the  funds,  it  would  not  possibly  put  me  again 
into  it,  on  account  of  the  very  great  Depreciation  of  our-eakreney. 
^In  thia  situation  I  am  at  present,  with  the  additional  calamity  of 

Eying  a  high  rent,  &  subject  to  the  high  advanced  demands  of  n^ 
indlord,  as  his  avarice,  or  the  depreciation  of  the  money  may  happen 
to  point  out^  In  thia  situation,  I  itm  ol^ligod  to  hope  &  apply  for 
the  Friendship  of  your  board,  In  giving  me  some  place  under  yoa 
that  would  yield  sustenance  for  my  self  &  fiimily,  &  prevent  my 

gMndinj;  the  amall  remama  of  my  Estate.    And  aa  the  Offioa  of 
lerk  of  the  Market  u  at  present  vacant^  I  would  thankfully  accept 
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an  appointment  to  that  Office  if  yon  ahonld  think  me  eapaUe  of  the 
tniit  A  worthy  the  place. 

I  am^  Gkntlemen« 

moat  Beepeotfollyi 

yonr  obedienty  hnmUeBenrani^ 

JBDIDIAH  8N0WDBN. 
September  22, 1779. 


BoABD  OF  Wab  to  Pbbs.  Bbsd,  1779. 

.        '  *     A.  "4 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  an  Officer  in  the  Western  Army,  com- 
manded by  Major  General  Sallivan^  dated  Konadasageai  9^  Sep- 
tember, 1779. 

Since  the  Action  of  the  29^  of  latt  Month,  the  Indifenv  have  fled  at 
the  Approach  of  onr  Army,  k  left  their  Settlements  to  onr  Mercy. 
Newi^WQ,  Kodowftrohala,  French  Katherines,  Candai,  Shayes,  Oagh- 
sconghwa  k  Konadasagea,  are  great  heaps  of  Rnin ; — besidee  tlMf, 
we  have  burnt  a  number  of  scatteriog  Houses,  k  destroyed  a  large 
Conniry  of  Oom,  Pumpkins,  6ymblins,  Cucumbers,  Water  Mellons, 
Peaches  ft  Apples. 

Thb  day  we  shall  set  out  for  Oenessee,  ft  lay  that  Country  in 
ashes.  The  Bnemy  having  retired  te  Niagara,  we  expect  no  Oppo- 
sition as  we  Advance,  but  an  Attack  as  we  return. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Easton,  22'  Sept',  1779. 

^<  Last  Evening  an  Officer  of  the  western  Army  arrived  here.  Be 
« left  the  Army  the  9«*,  ft  says  they  are  hoaltby  but  in  gr^at  Want  of 
'  ''Salt,  which  will  probably  cause  the  Flux  io  rage  among  them  in  a 
<'*  short  time,  as  they  subsist  mostly  on  fresh  Meat,  Com  ft  Pulse, 
•''  of  all  which  du^  find  great  Pientj^.  I  hope  there  will  be  a  suft- 
^*  eient  Supply  of  Provision  at  l^oga  for  the  Army  when  they  reUimi 
<' which  wiU  be  the  last  of  thai  Month.'' 

la  <  •  J  •  '  • 
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4  * 

War  Offioe,  Septr  28|  1779. 

Sir, 

The  foregoing  ib  all  the  lotelKgenoe  we  have  received  from  Oen. 
SulUWMi's  Amj  moe  the  29^  Aog^.  As  jou  may  probably  wish 
to  ^ow.  thsir  Situation,  we  do  onrselvea  the  Honour  to  inform  yoo. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  mnoh  Esteem, 

Tour  very  obed.  Serr*", 

BICHA&D  PETERS, 
In  Behalf  of  the  Board. 
DirecUd^ 

His  Excellency,  President  Beed. 


.  Qou  BaODHBAB  TO  Pbsb.  Rmnx,  17TSr. 

FSttsbtirgh,  Se^  28'%  1779. 

•Dear  Sir,  • 

I  haye  incigeed  to  the  president  of  the  bosrd  of  War  the  C!opy  ef 
a  letter  herewith  sent  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  grring  an  Aecoait 
of  my  aoQoefis  against  the  Senecas  &  MmneioB.  This  y<m  will  be 
immediately  acquainted  with^  and  I  am  sure  it  will  afford  yoa 
Pleasure. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  Delawares,  Wyondots  ft 
Maquichees  tribes  of  the  Shawnese  Nation,  seem  disposed  for  peace ; 
their  talks  I  have  likewise  inclosed  to  the  Board  of  War,  And  if  I 
was  possest  of  a  few  Gkxxls  ft  some  trinkets,  I  should  doubtless 
engage  them  to  go  against  the  Enemy.  Indeed,  the  Delawares  seem 
ready  to  follow  me  wherever  I  ge. 

But  my  officers  and  Soldiers  are  exceeding  ragged ;  the  Soldiers 
Bilked,  aiid  laio  nnfcrtqnately  greatly  disMssed  for  want  of  G%|bing 
ft  Mmiey  to  felieve  their  neoessitifls.  Inaomuoh  that  unless  move 
regai4  is  paid  to  the  Cr^s  of  the  Troops,  I  muat  shortly  reqneet 
his  Exalo'y  the  commander  in  chief  to  appoint  another  peteon  to 
take  the  Oonmand,  ft  give  me  leate  to  hand  him  my  GomiaissioB. 

Upon  all  ocd^ions,  I  request  Coir  Stephen  to  write  to  Ool"  Jehn 
Bayard ;  and  I  therefore  beg  he  will  pardoa  me,  and  be  assured  Ibiit 
it  is  not  for  want  of  a  most  sincere  regard  ft  esteem  that  I  do  not 
write  to  him. 

I  frequently  hear  of  G^tlemen  bein^  promoted  by  Con|;re8s  for 
extraordinary  merit,  and  l  heartily  wish  they  may  consider  my 
worthy  laeu*  Hardin. 
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I  bope  a  seoond  lopplj  of  Stores  ia  on  the  road  for  my  Reg* ; 
And  give  me  lea^e  to  bee  yon  onee  mote  to  intereel  yoonelf  in  its 
hroT  to  prooore  some  good  Slankets,  Shirts,  HatS|  Shoes  &  Stockings, 
&  Legginffs,  or  woollen  overalb  for  the  men. 

If  onr  State  or  its  legisktive  body  have  not  yet  allowed  a  greater 
1>ounty  for  recmits,  I  &ar  most  of  my  good  Men  whose  terms  are 
ezpjredi  will  enter  into  the  Virginia  Corps. 

With  every  mark  of  the  most  perfeot  regard  &  Bbteemj  I  have  the 
Honor  to  be.  Dear  Sir^ 

your  most  Obed*  ft  "^ 

most  Hble.  Serv*^ 

DANIBL  BRODHBAD. 

His  BsMll'y  Qov'  BmA. 

P,  S,«*I  have  been  obli4gBd  to  lend  some  Shoes  &  Blankets  which 
were  drawn  for  my  Beg*,  to  OaptF  Jtforehead's  &  Irwin's  menj  who 
went  oa  the  BspeditioD, 

D.B. 


^Bm.  RssD  TO  Col.  Wm.  Hsnut,  1779. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  mat  Conoam  that  we  find  a  oontinnal  Sonroe  of  Ezpenoe 
k  that  very  heavy  for  the  Repair  of  Arms  delivered  to  the  Militi»— 
Sometimes  being  ont  only  a  few  Mnster  Pays  they  retom  the  Arms 
in  snob  a  Condition  as  to  take  considerable  sums  to  repair  them**- 
Ton  will  therefore  Sir,  immediately  signify  to  the  Offioers  the  Ne- 
cessity of  their  paying  a  suitable  Attention  to  this  Matter,  for  whioh 
Purpose  yon  will  direct  the  Captain  to  have  the  Ouns  carried  to  their 
Houses  after  Exercise  and  they  to  be  answerable  for  their  Condition 
Accidents  excepted. 

lam  Sir, 

Tear  Obed.  HbUe  SeM 

Sep.  28. 

Direeted,  ^ 

To  Colonel  HeDiy, 
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PBBBIDraT  RbBD  to  SpJUlKU  of  AsSBBIBtT,  1779. 

Sir, 

When  tlie  Yoiee  of  my  Coantry  called  me  into  pnbliok  Station  I 
oodd  not  consiBtent  with  my  Sense  of  Baty  either  refiue  or  bargain 
for  my  Services.  I  accepted  the  Pobt  I  now  hold  presnming  npon 
the  Justice  k  Liberality  of  the  State  Aat  I  should  bo  enabled  to 
support  its  Credit  k  Honour  as  its  first  Officer  ft  that  without  far- 
ther lessening  the  very  moderate  Fruits  of  private  Industry  ft  Sue* 
cess.  It  is  painful  to  a  Man  of  dulicate  Feelings,  and  who  certainly 
did  not  obtrude  himself  upon  the  Publick  to  ask  this  Kind  of 
Attention  but  to  whatever  Self  Denial  or  Sacrifices  I  mav  be  willing 
to  submit  I  should  think  my  Silence  criokinal  to  al  Nfimber  of  Yaln- 
able  ft  fiuthful  Servants  of  the  Publick  whom  the  Depreciation  of 
the  Money  has  distressed  ft  who  mustsinlt  into' Poverty  ft  Bidn. 
In  a  few  Weeks  the  good  I'eople  of  Penifrylvania  will  have  an  Opp 
of  expressing  their  Sense  of  my  Services  ft  OonduDt  If  one  moM 
acceptable  shall  meet  with  their  Favour  I  shall  with  Pleasure  return 
to  that  Station  from  whence  their  Confidence  raised  me,  but  I  will 
not  abandon  them  on  account,  of  any  private  Considerations,  depend- 
ing on  their  Justice  to  Compensate  the  Disappointment  arising  from 
the  Depreciation.  I  have  endeavoured  with  decent  Oeconomy  to 
support  the  Bank  in  which  I  waapifced,  if  this  is  to  be  a  private 
Loss  I  shall  submit  without  murmurine  but  it  will  be  so  expressive 
to  me  of  the  Sense  of  the  People,  that  I  shall  hereafter  resulate  my 
Expences  by  my  Income  depending  upon  the  Candour  of  the  World 
to  excuse  Appearances  ft  Attentions  which  Custom  ft  the  Opinion  of 
Mankind  have  made  almost  indispensable  in  publick  Characters. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  every  Gentleman  in  Office  will  view 
this  subject  in  the  same  Point  of  Light,  of  course  he  will  not  conai- 
der  my  Besolation  as  forming  any  Line  for  him  I  am  so  sensible  of 
the  Worth  ft  Serviceaof  those  Gentlemen  that  I  should  hope  one 
*  Line  of  Justico  may  be  drawn  for  all,  ft.  should  be  unhappy  in  the 
'Befiexion  that  as  our  Services  ft  Duties  -  are  mingled  our  hiterests 
should  be  separated. 

I  leave  it  Sir,  to  your  Prudence  ft  that  of  the  Hon.  House  to  con- 
sid^.  this  Letter  aa  publick  or  private.  Havine  no  Views  or  designs 
which  I  could  wish  to  conceal  from  the  World  its  beins  inserted  on 
the  Minutes  or  submitted  to  the  private  Inspection  of  the'  Membefa 
only  will  be  equally  agreeable  to  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  ft  very 

Hb)da  84rv*, 

J.  BSED;  Fkesd. 
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Pbbs.  Rebd  to  Me,  Holksb,  1779. 

I  Beni  jon  berewith  tlie  MinntM  of  Conncil  m  Answer  to  jour 
Apptioation  of  the  Inet-^Dce  which  Got.  Blain  has  iDformed 
me  that  there  are  4000  Barrels  of  Floor  at  Baltimore  on  your  AoO' 
'ft  yonr  A^ent  there  was  receiving  2000  more,  a  Sapply  which  it  is 
hoped  will  answer  present  Necessities.  The  inclosed  Extract  from 
a  Letter  of  that  Gentleman  presented  yesterday  to  ns  will  show  that 
notwithstanding  onr  earnest  Wishes  to  render  the  fleet  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  eveiy  Service,  all  onr  Exertions  are  required  for 
the  Support  of  the  oontinental  Army  ft  added  to  those  of  the  General 
communicated  to  you  the  other  Day  must  agreeable  to  your  own 
Opinion  sufficiently  justify  postponing  your  Demand  till  their 
Necessities  are  satisfied.  If  by  taking  other  Precautions  you  mean 
to  purchase  by  your  own  Agents,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  you 
that  such  a  Procedure  either  directly  or  indirectly  will  by  no  Means 
be  a^rreeable  to  the  Authority  of  this  State  for  Reasons  which  we 
mentioned  In  our  former  Letters.* 

I  am  Sir, 

your  obed.  Hbble  Serv.^. 

J.  B.|  Prendent 

1779^  Septr  24th,  To  Ae  HonUe  Mr.  Holker. 


Pbes,  Rxbd  to  Board  07  Wab,  1779, 

Philada.,  Sept.  25, 1779. 
Qtntlemen, 

I  received  yonr  Favour  of  the  24  Inst.,f  but  have  not  laid  it  yet 
before  the  Council,  because  it  seems  to  have  been  wrote  under  % 
sudden  Impulse,  which  probably  occasioned  a  Mode  of  Expression 
that  would  not  have  been  used  on  farther  Consideration.  But  if 
'the  Board  is  of  Opinion  it  will  not  tend  to  interrupt  the  eonfidentiii 
Intercourse  we  have  preserved,  I  will  communicate  it  to  morroif. 
The  Facts  are  mistaken  upon  which  it  ii  grounded,  the  Reasoning 
in  my. Judgment  erroneona^  the  Consequences  of  course  nnoon- 
elusive. — We  have  no  stationary  Purchaser  at  Baltimore ;  we  have 

*  See  CoL  Bee,  YoL  XII.,  p.  112. 
f  Not  found. 
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bad  no  Competitioni  nor  ndsed  any  Prioes,  Wo  made  aeamial 
Porohase  at  tbat  Plaoe  at  Rates  hr  more  moderate  than  thej  oonld 
have  been  had  here.  There  are  at  this  Time  Pnrchaeere  in  this  Ci^ 
firom  three  States  besides  your  Agent  all  unoontronl'd  by  as.  Aol 
jou  moat  remember  that  in  your  Letter  of  the  10th  Inst  yoa  ex- 
pressly declined  oompTyinff  with  our  Bequest  to  li^  your  Ageat 
under  Restrictioos.  Ijd  Uiat  Letter  you  represent  the  Danser  of 
Competition  as  supposed.  I  cannot  see  any  Reason  why  it  would 
be  real  in  Maryland,  &  not  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  Intention  of  the  Resolves  of  Coogress  we  can  only  ^ther 
from  their  Expression,  and  as  there  is  no  Home  made  Cloathing  to 
be  purchased  (as  Congress  must  well  know)  I  apprehend  the  Resolve 
must  have  a  different  Meaning  than  you  conceive,  or  it  can  have 
none  —The  present  Plan  of  Cloathing  seems  adapted  to  transfer  all 
the  Odium  of  the  Nakedness  of  the  Troops  upon  the  respective 
States  as  they  are  to  be  accountable  for  an  undefined  Deficiency 
while  they  are  restricted  in  even  providing  against  it  by  the  moat 
natural  &,  obvious  Means.  Had  you  agreed  to  our  Proposal  to  allow 
us  the  Preference  of  our  own  Market,  the  complaint  of  going  else- 
where would  have  had  a  fair  £  jost  Weight  But  to  tell  us  that  all 
other  Purchasers  may  come  to  Pennsylvania,  but  Pennsylvania  muat 
be  confined  to  her  own  State  is  on  the  face  of  it  so  unreasonable  thai 
you  certainly  have  not  considered  it  with  your  usual  Accuracy  ft 
Attention.— -We  know  very  well  the  other  States  will  proceed  in 
their  Purchases  notwithstanding  your  Representations,  because  your 
Cloathing  Department  has  never  had  sufficient  Confidence  or  Credit 
to  prevent  the  Necessity  of  their  Exertions,  &  tharwiU  not  do  it  the 
less  for  a  specific  k  urgent  Call  which  tho'  a  Tory  late  one  will  afford 
a  Ground  to  blame  them  if  there  are  any  Wants.  In  my  Judgment 
you  have  but  one  Choice  either  to  take  the  whole  Business  upon 
yourselves  k  be  responsible — or  to  give  eyerj  State  the  Preference 
of  its  own  Market^  leaving  it  to  regulate  its  relative  Conduct  to 
other  States  as  it  can  &  you  taking  the  Surplus  if  any.  These  are 
on^  my  private  Sentiments.  I  hope  they  are  not  so  expressed  as 
to  give  any  Umbrage. 

Your  Letter  of  the  lOth  suggests  an  Assumption  of  Power  by  the 
State  with  Respect  to  the  Promotion  of  Officers  on  which  you  are 
also  misinformed.  We  took  the  Return  as  sent  from  Campi  where  we 
aupposed  the  matter  had  been  properly  conducted.  We  cannot  send 
the  Paragraph  to  Camp  on  Ac(^  of  the  Insinuation,  but  should  be 
glad  to  have  the  Objection  to  CapU  RUey  &  Lieut.  King's  Casep 
atated  on  the  true  Ground. 

I  am^  Qentf 

your  meat  obed.  Hbble  Sert., 

JOS.  RKKD. 
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Obit.  Hand  to  Prbs.  Rbbp,  1779. 

Camp  at  Kanawaluhalj,  on  Tioga,  21  Hilef 
from  the  Mouth  of  that  Riyer. 

25th  Sapt%  1779. 

Sir, 

I  baY6  the  Batisfaction  to  inform  your  Ezoelloncy  that  the  Boddy 
of  the  Army  under  Major  General  SuIlivanB  Command  has  arrived 
at  this  place  on  its  return  from  the  Indian  Country,  having  com- 
pleated  the  Desolation  of  all  the  principal  Settlements  within  its 
reach. 

The  loss  of  their  Crops  and  Houses  must  render  the  subsistanoe 
of  the  Savages  very  difficult  in  this  part  of  the  World,  so  much 
so,  that  I  think  they  cant  bring  any  considerable  Parties  into  ours-^ 
yet  as  we  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  Capture  any  of  them, 
and  as  no  terms  have  been  sousht  by  them,  I  am  apprehensive  that 
the  spirit  of  revenge  so  natural  to  Savages,  which  their  good  allies 
the  English  will  not  fail  to  foment,  a  desire  to  persuade  other 
nations  that  they  are  not  Conquered,  or  even  hungar  may  bring 
straggling  parties  on  our  Frontiers  this  fall. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  these  my  suggestions  to  your 
Excellency  that  you  may  make  timely  provision  for  the  seourity  of 
the  Frontiers,  should  you  think  them  in  any  danger. 

I  have  the  Honou  to  be 

Sir^  with  muoh  respect, 

your  Bxoell'*  most  obed* 

&  most  Humble  Servant| 

EDW.  HAND. 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Presid*  of  the  Supreme  Exec- 
utive Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsilvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

Fav*  by       ) 
Major  Hoopa.  j 
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Prbb.  of  OoKaBsss  to  Pbbs.  BbbPi  1779. 

(Circnfaur.) 

Phaad%  26th  Sept.,  1779. 
Sir, 

Ton  will  reoeive  herewith  enclosed,  a  copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress 
of  this  day,  earnestly  recommending  it  to  the  several  States  to  exert 
themselves  in  fdmisbiog  the  allied  armaments  in  Anferioa  with  each 
Aids  of  Men  &  Provisions  as  may  enable  them  to  operate  effectually 
against  the  common  Enemy,  &  expel  them  from  this  Covntry. 

The  reasons  for  this  recommendation  are  fuUy  assigned  in  tba 
Preamble  to  the  Resolution  ;  I  forbear  therefore  to  multiply  arga- 
mcnts  to  induce  a  compliance  with  a  requisition  which  every  motiTe 
of  Interest,  Safety,  Honor  &  Regard  to  the  alliance  call  londly  upon 
every  American  to  regard  &  fulfil. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect  &  Esteemi 

your  Exeelieney'a 

most  obedient  Servant, 

^JOHN  JAT, 

^  President 

JHrectedf 

Excellency  President  Reed. 


CoL.  Mabstblleb  to  Pbbsidbnt  Bbbd,  1779. 

Lebanon,  Sep'  26<\  1779. 
Sir, 

Yonr  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  9^^  September  came  to  my  Hands 
on  the  23'  brought  by  an  Express  from  Reading,  upon  the  Reicfpt 
of  which  I  immediately  set  out  for  Waggons,  and  with  great  Diffi- 
culty got  the  promise  of  8  to  set  out  on  Tuesday  next.  Tour 
Excellency's  Favour  of  the  23'  In*  is  now  before  me  to  which  I 
make  answar. 

That  I  have  sent  to  M'  TumbuU  160  Barrels  of  Flour 

That  I  have  sent  to  Reading  20  d*  to  be  forwarded 

And  have  now  at  Lebanon  80  d*  to  go  of 
this  week,  and  at  aondrey  Mills  878  Buahels  of  Wheat  which  is 
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vadchig  into  Flour  with  M  poisiUe  Disp^lob,  wfiidi  will  nftke 
itbout  170  Baneb  or  upwuds,  this  I  sImU  send  by  single  Loads  m 
flwt  MB  it  o«n  be  fiaisfaed.  Seeding  is  now  over  and  Teams  wiil  be 
arore  rttdWy  proenred  than  nsnal.  Pftrt  of  the  Flonr  I  bad  nadoi 
to  wit  92  Biorels  I  bad  to  gite  to  tbe  Oomuissaiyy  it  being  unfit  for 
Exportation ;  this  is  a  true  state  of  my  Purchases  actually  made 
and  paid  for. 

As  to  the  present  Times  it  is  difficnlt  to  prooare  Wheat,  the  old 
being  mostly  ezbaosted  and  tbe  new  not  yet  threshed,  and  if  it 
were  the  Farmers  are  unwilling  to  part  with  the  same  for  the  lim- 
mitted  Prioe  unless  Ihey  ean  purchase  their  Necessaries  in  Propor- 
tion thereto.— -I  ppesume  nothing  will  induce  the  Farmers  sooner  to 
thrash  &  Sell  their  Wheat  than  the  Opportunity  of  getting  Salt; 
therefore  hope  your  Ezoellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  me  a  reason- 
able Quantity  of  that'  Article,  by  this  Weeks  Teams  to  ezebange  for 
Wheat  or  Flour  upon  the  Terms  mentioned  in  your  Favour  of  the 
9**  In*. 

Ton  may  rest  assured,  sir,  that  I  have  done  my  utmost  Endeav- 
ours, but  since  the  Publication  of  the  Regulation  (to  which  I  am 
expressly  lijomitted)  I  eouU'  not  make  any  further  Purchases,  I 
shall  do  all  in  my  Power  under  these  Circumstances,  until  I  shall 
receive  your  further  Instructions  in  the  Premises.  I  have  sent  % 
Copy  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  to  Col.  Morgan  at  Reading. 

With  the  greatest  Respect  I  remain 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Serv* 

P.  MABSTELLER.* 

Dirededf 
On  Public  service. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq^  at  Philadelphia. 
V  Espiese. , 


Jas.  C&Aich  frcy  TO  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1T79, 

*     PhiUd',  28*  fleptr,  1779. 

Sir,  ^ 

Yesterday  we  were  informed  by  M'  Tumbull  that  your  Excellency 
had  countermanded  the  Voyage  of  our  Sloop  which  we  bad  Freighted 
him  the  7*^  Instant  to  take  Flour  to  Boston  on  Account  of  this 
State-^Occasioned  by  an  immediate  supply  being  wanted  for  Oounl 
De  Estaing. 

•  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  110. 
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Att  tMBOoteiioDB  *  MBiideimUe  diiapatntai^  to  tu,  m  well  m  tlw 
great  •spoiloe  in  fir^ioc  bar  ottt  fat  the  bM  Yoyagab  We  ahatt 
tafce^m  ii  a  partimikr  mar  (aa  aha  liaa  Iha  Flo«r  oa  board  Jb  temij 
for  8aa)  ibal  if  tha  Franah  Ooosull  baa  oecpaioii  for  amob  a  YanaU, 
Tour  Saoellanaf  woa'd  aaaiat  m  in  proooring  Fidgbl  ftoai  liiia 
for  bar. 

Wearo 

^  your  Exoellenoj^ 

moBt  Hble  Serr^ 

JA*.  CRAIOi  JvD. 
PATTON  DAVIS  ft  Co. 
Direcied, 
Hia  Szaallanqr  Jooepb  Bead  Saq'  Pkaddant 


IRSSOLtmONfi  OV  tHB  AsflSMBLTi  17T9. 

tn  General  Aaaemblj  of  Pennsjlvaxiiai 

Taeadaj,  2S^  September^  1779,  A.  H. 

The  Oommitteo  appointed  to  confer  fartber  with  Oounoil  on  the 
anbject  matter  of  la^t  eyening^B  conferencei  and  digest  and  draw  np 
a  proper  plan  for  ezeontiog  the  meaaares  of  the  aaid  oonferenoe, 
made  a  Report  in  writhiff,  which  being  read  and  considered  was 
unanimously  agreed  to  as  follows. 

Whereas  the  President  and  the  Supreme  EzecntiTe  Coonofl  have 
informed  this  House  that  Congress  baye  represented  to  them  that 
considerable  Quantities  of  Flour  and  other  provisions  are  immedi- 
atelj  wanted  for  the  supply  of  the  fleet  of  our  August  Ally,  wbicb  ia 
hourly  expected  ,on  this  Coast  to  the  aid  and  assistance  of  theaa 
United  States. 

And  Whereas  the  salt  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Publick,  and 
that  supposed  to  be  in  the  bands  of  private  person^  within  this  Stato 
for  sale  may  be  usefully  employed  in  procanog  Flour  for  the  supply 
of  tbe  said  Fleet  And  as  the  occasion  will  justify  and  render  such 
application  neoeasary. 

BesolTcd  1**  That  the  Supreme  Ezecutiye  Council  be  requested 
and  eutboriaed  to  porobase  or  ooUeot  such  farther  Quantities  of  Salt 
M  may  be  in  the  City  and  Liberties  beyond  the  occasion  of  a  private 
Family;  tbe  payment  thereof  to  be  settled  and  a<il|iated  in  like 
laaaner  as  of  dm  Salt  already  collected. 

Resolved,  2*^'  That  the  said  Executive  Council  be  requested 
immediately  to  issue  a  Proclamation  setting  forth  the  exigency 
afortMaid,  and  calling  upon  the  faithful  Inhabitants  of  this  State 
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Immeditlely  to  send  to  the  Agents  appointed  by  the  Gonnml  u 
mnofa  Flour  at  they  oan  spare  from  the  neoeseiU  of  their  own 
t'amilies,  they  reedying  therefor  the  current  prioe  for  such  Quantity 
thereof  at  the  Salt  herein  after  mentioned  shall  not  be  sufficient  to 
satisfy;. and  shall  have  fi?e  Bushels  of  Salt  for  every  ten  Barrels 
osntaining  not  less  than  two  hundred  weight  esoh  of  good  merchant- 
able Flour  delivered  as  aforesaid  at  the  price  of  £15  per  Bushel. 

Besolt«d  9^  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  Prbprletora  of  the  bit 
which  now  or  hereaftm*  may  be  appropriated  to  publick  use  a  just 
and  adequate  prioe  to  be  settled  by  the  said  OonneiL 

Bztract  from  the  Minutes. 

JOHN  MORRIS^  Jan%  OIseIl* 


Prbs.  Bbed  to  Board  of  Wae,  1779. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Board  of  War, 

Qent*, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  inclose  yon  two  Resolutions  of  the  Supremo 
Baseotire  Oouncil  to  which  I  beg  your  Attention.  Tou  will  also 
please  to  direct  your  Sec  to  forward  the  Commissions  requested  soma 
time  ago  where  no  objecUons  were  made.  The  Militia  from  the  Is- 
lands except  a  small  Quard  left  for  the  Care  of  the  Works  are 
ordered  up  to  Town,  their  Tour  of  Duty  being  unfinished  as  soon 
as  their  Cireumstances  k  Situation  are  known  we  hope  to  be  able 
to  answer  your  Request  on  that  Head  satiafaotorily. 

lam  Gents 

with  much  Respect 

Your  Obed.  Hbb.  Ser.| 

J.  R. 

Sup.  29,  To  Honble  Bosrd  of  War. 

*  Sse  Col.  Beo.,  Yol.  Xn.,  p.  117. 


\ 
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Pees.  Rbbd  to  Ora icbrs  at  Forts  ok  Dblawarb,  1779. 

In  Goanoili    , 

Philwlelphiti,  Sept'  29Ui,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Covvoil  midersteDd  with  great  Gonoeni  that  the  imheallhj 
Situation  of  the  Forte  on  the  River  baa  Terj  mnoh  alfeeted  the  Men 
&  it  appearing  nnder  preaent  Oironmataoeea  that  there  ia  no  gveaft 
Probability  of  an  Attaek  from  the  Rnemy^  I  give  joa  mj  aincere 
Tbanka  &  thoae  of  the  Oooncil  for  your  good  Servioe  &  hereby  per- 
mit yon  to  retnm  to  Town  to  finiah  yonr  Toar  of  Dnty  by  Reliefa 
or  aome  more  agreeable  Service  if  it  ahall  be  neoeaaary.  Bnt  aa 
it  will  not  be  proper  to  leave  the  Worka  wholly  nngnarded  yon  will 
leave  an  Officer  Serjeant  &  15  Men  in  each  Work  via.  Mnd  laland 
ft  Billingsport  giving  over  to  each  of  them  the  Ordora  yon  hare 
reapectively  reoeived. — ^Thia  can  be  determined  by  Agreement  or 
Lot  ft  it  mnat  be  aettled  who  ahall  relieve  aa  those  to  whom  it  ahall 
fall  to  stay  should  not  continue  above  one  Week  and  then  an  Officer 
ft  like  Number  to  go  to  each  ft  ao  on  nntill  the  Tonr  of  Duty  ib 
expired. 

You  will  convey  theae  Thanka  to  the  Officers  ft  Privatea  ft  bdievt 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  8erv«^ 

JOS.  BEED^  President 


Prb8.  Bbbd  to  Spbakbe  w  Assrmblt,  1779. 

Sir, 

Feelinff  a  disposition  amounting  to  Anxiety  to  execute  the  Beaol ves 
of  yonr  Hon.  House  for  procuring  the  immediate  Suppliea  of  Flour* 
for  the  Use  of  the  Fleet  of  hb  most  Christian  Majeaty  it  ia  with 
great  Begret  we  express  our  Apprehensiona  that  we  shall  be  involved 
in  inextricable  Difficulties  ft  perfaapa  experience  a  fatal  Disappoint- 
ment if  the  Prioea  of  the  respective  Articles  are  not  decisively  settled. 
One  Price  that  ia  of  the  Salt  on  Delivery  being  settled  it  appeara  to 
na  abaolutely  neceaaary  for  the  same  Authority  to  fix  that  of  the 
Flour  ft  also  the  Price  at  which  the  Poaseaaion  of  Salt  should  be 
paid.  In  a  Measure  which  affecta  the  Interests  of  your  Constituents 
ft  operates  in  the  Nature  of  a  Tax  we  cannot  deem  ouraelvea  by  any 
Means  qualified  in  Point  of  Knowledge  or  Propriety  to  fix  rricea 
when  the  Fluctuation  of  Money  is  so  great  ft  the  Measure  of  such  a 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  116. 
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Nfttmre  M  U>  require  <he  ntmoet  Wiedcnn  ft  Weight  to  give  Efficacy 
to. 

We  shall  prepare  the  Proclatnation  immediately  bo  as  to  be  ready 
tot  the  Press  as  soon  as  we  shall  be  fevoorcd  with  your  farther 
Determination. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Council, 

J0&  SEED. 


P&B8.  Rbed  to  John  Wiloooks,  1779. 

Phikda.,  Sept.  80th,  1779. 

JBir, 

Reports,  however  unjust,  erroneous  or  scandalous  which  respected 
myself  personally,  &  had  no  publick  Consequences  I  have  despised 
too  much  to  trace  or  notice  ;  But  when  they  affect  Interests  more 
iinportant  I  cannot  despise  them.  I  have  before  me  two  Affidavits 
of  yours  saying  that  I  had  refused  Continental  Money  &  assigning 
my  Example  as  a  Reason  for  your  doing  so.  I  propose  to  make 
this  Business  very  serious,  but  before  I  take  any  farther  Measures 
l^ought  proper  to  give  vou  this  Notice.  My  Situation  &  Duty  to 
the  Laws  of  the  State  will  forbid  any  Construction  of  the  above  that 
1  mean  in  the  oourse  of  the  Business  to  violate  them ;  but  I  hope 
at  least  to  give  some  Cheek  to  the  abuse  of  publick  Character,  pur- 
suing with  firmness  &  Prudence  such  Steps  as  wiU  most  effectually 
prevent  such  Liberties  in  future. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  Hbble  Servt* 

Sept  80,  to  Mr.  John  Wilcocks. 


Col.  Adam  Hublby  to  Pbes/Reeb,  1779. 

Fort  Sullivan,  at  TiogSi,  October  1st,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Army  under 
the  Command  of  Genl.  Sullivan  arrived  here  last  evening,  after 
aooomplishinff  the  immediate  objects  of  the  expedition. 

The  following  is  a  small  sketch  of  our  proceedings  since  my  last 
of  the  30th  August^  ("the  day  after  Newtown  action.) 

«  See  pages  726,  727. 
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>  On  tlie  Slst  The  Oommander  in  chief,  oonridering  his  emaQ 
supplies  of  ProTision  for  the  Army,  and  the  extensive  business  befcm 
him,  WM  rednc'd  to  the  absohite  necessitj  of  ezponng  his  wants  to 
the  Annjy  and  making  to  them  proposals  bj  which  means  he  mighl 
possibly  be  ifiabled  to  ezecatb  the  designs  of  the  expedition. 

He  informed  the  Army  that  he  used  every  effort  to  procure  ample 
supplies  for  them  but  thro'  the  inattention  of  those  employed  to 
furnish  the  necessaries,  he  feared  that  without  the  greatest  prudence 
he  would  not  be  able  to  compleat  the  great  business  expected 
from  us. 

He  proposed  the  Army  should  content  themselves  with  half  allow- 
anoe  of  Provisions,  Viz.,  Flour  and  beef  of  each  half  a  pound  ;  this 
proposal  he  requested  should  be  laid  before  the  Troops,  and  they  to 
give  their  opinions  with  freedom  thereupon.  No  time  was  lost  in 
having  this  matter  settled,  and  the  sentiments  of  the  Troops  were 
called  for,  who,  to  their  everlasting  honour  be  it  spoken,  withoat  one 
dissenting  voice,  ohearfuUy  agreed  to  the  request. 

This  important  point  being  happily  settled,  the  army  took  up  their 
line  of  March,  and  proceeded  on  their  route  to  Katherine's  town ; 
after  encountering  a  number  of  difficulties,  occasioned  by  the  badneaa 
of  the  road  &  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  Pack  horses,  we  arrived 
late  on  the  night  of  the  first  Ulto.,  the  savages  having,  no  doubt, 
previous  notice  of  our  approach,  had  retreated,  leaving  a  number  of 
their  effects  and  an  old  Squaw.  After  destroying  the  Town  j&  Corn, 
and  putting  every  thing  in  readiness  for  a  March,  we  proceeded  on 
our  route  to,  and  arriveci  safe  at  Candai, — ^this  place,  after  sharing 
the  fate  of  Katherine  town,  we  left  to  proceed  for  Eomadaiaga,  pre- 
vious to  our  march,  a  whiteman,  who  had  been  made  a  prisoner  last 
summer,  made  his  escape  and  came  to  us,  he  informed  us  that  the 
savages,  with  the  Tories,  under  Brand  &  Butler,  with  a  reinforce- 
ment (joined  since  the  action  of  the  29th,  the  whole  about  1200,) 
had  just  loft  this  place,  and  were  determined  to  give  us  battle  at 
Kanadaiaga ;  from  every  Circumstance,  both  as  to  intelligence  and 
the  favourable  situation  of  the  place,  we  had  every  reason  to  believe 
they  would  make  a  stand.  On  the  7th  we  arrived  near  the  place, 
the  greatest  precaution  was  taken  in  advancing,  on  our  way  to  Town 
we  had  the  out-let  of  Seneca  Lake  to  cross,  and  immediately  after  to 
enter  an  extensive  &  difficult  defile,  which  extended  within  one  mile 
of  Town,  here  we  expected  to  meet  with  some  obstinate  opposition, 
but  we  were  suffered  to  pass  thro'  unmolested.  A  disposition  for 
attacking  the  Town  was  then  made,  the  situation  of  it  being 
such  as  to  leave  little  room  to  doubt  an  opposition,  we  accordingly 
advanced,  but  contrary  to  our  expectations  it  was  evacuated,  seem- 
ingly a  very  short  time  before  our  arrival,  as  their  fires  were  lefb 
burning  and  a  number  of  effects,  with  a  small  male  white  Child  were 
found.  It  was  near  dusk  when  we  entered  the  Town,  where  we 
Encamped,  without  any  Molestation,  for  this  night.  Here  we  Con- 
tinued untill  the  9th;  various  opinions  prevailed  among  the  officers 
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respecting  oar  proceediog  any  fortber,  on  Aoconnt  of  the  small 
Quantity  of  Provimona  whioh  we  had  then  on  hand,  bat  the  Oeneral 
with  a  considerable  majority,  reached  to  enconnter  eveiy  diffioolty 
to  execute  the  important  expedition,  and  determined  to  proceed  on 
with  tho  scanty  pittance,  and  accomplish  the  arduous  task. 

We  then  prooieeded  on  our  route,  passing  thro'  several  villages, 
and  on  the  13th  arrived  at  KanaghtaSf  from  this  place,  Lieut.  Boyd 
with  a  party  of  26  men,  chiefly  from  the  rifle  corps,  was  ordered, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  to  reconnoitre  Oaehsuguilabery,  a  village 
about  5  miles  this  side  Jenuey  a  place  at  which  we  expected  to  meet ' 
with  some  opposition,  on  his  arrival  he  found  it  evacuated,  excepting 
by  a  few  straglers,  one  of  whom  they  killM  &  scalp'd ;  the  Army, 
not  coming  so  aoon  as  Ideut.  Boyd  expected,  he  dispatched  sevenu 
messengers,  the  first  of  whom  brought  us  intelligence  of  the  situa> 
tion  of  that  place,  but  the  last.  Discovering  several  Indians  as  he 
was  coming  on,  retum'd  to  Lieut  Boyd  and  gave  him  information 
of  it,  who  instantly  pursued  them,  the  savages  pushing  towards  their 
main  body,  (of  which  1/  Boyd  was  totally  ignorant)  he  found  him- 
self totallv  surrounded,  he  had  no  other  alternative  but  either  to  fight 
or  surrender,  the  former  he  chose,  and  after  a  skirmish  of  two  faoursi 
having  14  men  kill'd,  he  &  one  private  was  taken,  the  remainder 
got  off. 

It  appeared  from  the  situation  of  the  savages,  being  the  whole  of 
Butler  s  &  Brand's  force,  they  intended  to  lay  in  ambush  for  our 
Army,  the  Country  on  which  they  had  pitched  being  exceedingly 
well  calculated  for  that  purpose,  but  the  arrival  of  Lieut  Boyd 
diverted  them  from  their  main  object,  by  which  means  our  main 
body.escap'd  a  Capital  stroke,  (whioh  would  have  been  absolutely 
unavoidable)  which  fell  upon  poor  Boyd  and  his  party. 

The  main  Army,  for  want  of  intelligeuce,  was  ignorant  of  what 
was  pas^g  in  front,  untill  about  12  o'Clock,  when  the  Oeneral 
received  the  first  information,  upon  which  the  Light  &  riflle  Corps 
immediately  pushed  forward,  on  our  route  we  had  a  most  difficult 
morass  to  pass  over,  which  we  got  with  the  greatest  difficulty, 
passing  over  one  by  one.  We  ascended  the  Mountain  on  which  the 
Enemy  lay  but  they  left  it  with  the  greatest  preoipitatioo,  leaving 
behind  them  a  vast  quantity  of  baggage,  amongst  whioh  was  upwards 
of  a  hundred  blankets. 

The  main  Army  in  the  mean  time  were  engaged  in  compleating  a. 
Bridge  over  the  morass,  about  3  o'Clock  the  whole  joined  us,  we 
then  proceeded  to  Oaghsaguilahery,  the  Enemy,  previous  to  our 
arrival,  took  possession  of  an  adjacent  woods,  and  made  a  disposition 
to  oppose  us,  but  on  our  approach  they,  as  usual,  retreated,  giving 
ns  peaceable  possession  of  the  Town. 

On  the  14th  we  proceeded  on  our  march  towards  Jentae,  the  last 
ft  Capital  tqwn  of  the  Seneca  Country,  at  which  place  we  arrived 
about  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Here  we  found  the  Bodies  of  the  brave,  but 
unfortunate  Lieut.  Bojd  and  the  other  prisoner^  massacred  in  the 
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moBi  trvel  ft  btrimroua  maniKr  that  tba  human  mind  etu  possibly 
oooMiTe,— the  savs^  having  pot  Ibem  to  the  rooiit  ezeraoialii^ 
tomenta  poasible,  firat  pfau^Dg  their  nails  from  hands  ft  feet,  then 
whi^qnng,  apearing,  catting  their  flesh  from  their  shoulders  and 
mangling  thetcBodies,  and  at  last  oatting  their  heads  off)  and  leaving' 
ihem  a  praj  to  their  Dop. 

After  Interring  these  nafbrtanate  men  with  that  respeet  that  time 
&  Giromnstanoes  would  admit,  we  Bnoamp'd  for  the  night. 

On  the  15th  the  Army  wa*  implojed  the  greatest  part  of  the  Dny 
in  destroying  Corn,  fto.,  whieh  in  quantity  was  not  less  than  near 
300  aorea,  of  the  finest  I  ever  bebeki. 

.  The  immediate  objeots  of  the  expedition  being  now  aoeomplisbed, 
Tis.,  The  total  min  of  the  Indians  settlemmit  (in  number  about  30) 
and  distruction  of  all  their  Com,  which  in  quantity  was  not  leas  than 
One  hundred  thousand  Bnshels.  The  Army  about  4  o'Olock,  P.  M.| 
took  up  their  Une  of  march,  and  proceeded  on  their  rout  to  this  p1ao» 
where  we  arrived  much  fittigued  ft  otherwise  redue'd,  last  evening. 
On  our  return  we  met  with  a.  reinforcement  of  Provisions  near  New*^ 
town,  winch  was  a  most  pleasing  eiroumstanoe^  as  the  last  was  issued  at 
Kanadaguia  and  nearly  expended. 

A  £bw  daja  after  getting  matters  in  proper  order,  I  expect  we 
shall  leave  this  place  for  wioming^  where  we  shall  wait  further  order* 
with  respect  to  our  rout. 

Yonr  flxoelleney  will  excuse  the  iaoorreetnees  of  my  Letter,  the 
bearer  being  in  great  hurry  and  had  been  waiting  some  time. 

Col.  Brewer  (Gen^  Sullivan's  secre')  will  deliver  you  this  Letter, 
I  beg  leave  to  reocommend  him  to  your  Excellencys  notice,  He  ia  a 
GentiemaB  of  undoubted  Character,  and  a  soldier. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Exoeirys 

most  oh*  h*  servt 

AD-  HUBLET,  Jr., 
V  Colo.  Com*  11th  B<. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Peonsy*  Philad*. 

fcv'df       ) 
Colo.  Brewer.  J 
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John  Wilcooks  to  Pebs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  received  joar  Letter  of  yesterday,  and  from  the  light  in  whieh 
you  view  ^e  tranBactioa  refered  to,  I  am  coDyineed  it  has  been  moBt 
grossly  misrepresented  to  yoa,  either  inadvertently,  or  from  very 
unworthy  motives.  I  will  ti^e  the  Liberty  of  stating  to  your  Excel- 
lency, the  true  Circumstance  of  my  Conversation  with  Charles  Hail, 
and  will  appeal  to  your  own  Candour,  to  decide,  whether  npon  any 
fair  construction,  it  is  possible  to  infer  an  intention  on  my  part,  to 
misrepresent  the  Goadnct,  or  cast  an  odium  vpon  your  iESzoellenqr, 
or  the  Council.  Charles  Hall  and  David  Hall  deceased,  were 
bckbted  to  the  Estate  of  Mr.  Hockley  ki  £500,  by  Bend  and 
Mortgage,  dated  in  February  1765,  Charles  Hall  a  few  Days  ago 
applied  to. pay  off^he  Debt  -In  ^  eonvorsatioa  I  had  with  him  upon 
the  Business,  and  in  iAie  course  of  my  expostulation  with  him,  npoii 
the  unreasonablenesa  of  hds  paying  of  so  old  a  Debt  in  Ae  present 
depreciated  state  of  the  Currency,  amongst  other  things,  I  mentioned 
that  I  believed  tben  vnaa  hardly  an  instance  of  late,  where  an  old 
Debt  was  discharged  in  the  way  he  propeeed,  and  that  I  had  beard 
or  believed  that  the  President  and  Oonncil,  or  State,  had  refused  it 
in  a  particular  Instance*  Now,  Sir,  the  inetanee  I  had  in  my  mind  nt 
the  time,  was,  that  of  Mr.  Melohor,  who  I  understand  now  holds  a 
Lot  of  Ground  in  Seeond  Street,  subbed  ton  Orennd  Rent,  formerly 
payable  to  Mr.  Andvew  Allen,  whose  Estate  is  firfinted,  and  Tested 
in  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  under  the  Oentract  made  with  Mr. 
Allen,  he  had  lately  applied  to  The  Honorable  Executive  Coundl  to 
purchase  off  the  Oreond  Rent,  and  to  direct  the  Agents  to  receive 
the  Money,  and  that  a  release  cf  the  Rent  might  be  granted  him, 
which  I  understood  had  been  refused  by  the  Council,  and  in  conse- 
quence the  Mouey  had  been  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

This  Sir  I  do  declare  to  the  best  of  my  recoUeotion,  and  that  of  a 
OenUeman  who  was  present,  is  a  candid  relation  of  what  I  said 
respecting  your  Excellency,  the  Counoil*  and  Qovemment,  and  I 
flatter  myself,  that  I  have  now  ffiven  you,  and  the  Council  (to  Whom 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  have  this  Letter  communicated)  full  satisfactioUi 
that  what  I  eaid  to  Mr.  Hall,  naturally  arose  from  what  I  had  heard| 
and  from  the  Business  then  on  hand,  and  was  mentioned  without  the 
least  offensive  view  towards  Oovernment  And  I  presume  with  all 
those  that  know  me,  my  uniform  attachment  to  the  Cause  of  my 
Country,  will  place  me  beyond  suspicion  of  a  wish  to  prejudice  its 
Currency,  upon  the  final  Appreciation  of  which,  no  inconsiderable 
part  of  my  Fortune  depends. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

Most  Obedient  Servant 

JOHN  WILCOCKS. 

PhiladelphU,  OctF  1, 1779. 

To  his  Bzoellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 
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A  BbTUBN  07    THB   IST  PeNKA.  RBGDCFKTy  1779. 

A  Retain  of  tlie  Captains  &  Subaltern  Offioers  of  the  Ist  Pennm. 
Beg^y  with  the  Dates  of  their  Commissions.    Octob.  Ist,  1779. 


Octob.  1,  1776. 
JDeoem.  1, 1776. 
Janu^  16, 1777. 
March  2*,  1777. 
October  1,  1777. 
Decern.  8**,  1778. 


Samuel  Craig 
Michael  Simpson 
James  Wilson 
William  Wilson 
Thomas  Buchannan 
David  Zeigler 


Dec  8%  1778. 
Jan^  14, 1778. 
March  20,  1778. 

d«.     21,  1778. 

d\      22, 78. 

d«.      23, 78. 
Dec' 8% '78. 
May  12**,  79. 
J)itto  17,  79* 


June  2*,  1778. 
March  2, 1779. 
May  28,  1779. 
ditto  28, 1779. 
ditto  28,  1779. 


John  M'Olelkn 
Tho^.  Boyd 
John  Hughes 
Jas.  M^'Farlane 
Wm.  M«DoweU 
Edw«  Crawford 
David  Hammond 
And^  Johnston 
Joseph  Collier 


Benjamin  Chambers 
Samuel  Claypool 
Michael  HcdFman 
George  Stevenson 
James  Campble 


Capt. 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 


Capt.  L* 
Lieut, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 
ditto. 


redgn'dSSS^mt. 


Ensign, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto* 
ditto. 


John  Hamilton,  ")  m^  i^  •r.«/.;«f^ 
.TnKnMcMn^J   f  ^0  bc  appomtcd 


John  M^'Murtre,   V         t?«„-^«^„ 
John  Scott,         3         Ensignes. 


JAMES  CHAMBEBS,  Col. 

IP.  Begft. 


To  Governor  Becd. 
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Frxs.  Rsbo  to  Johh  WitiCocKs,  1779 

Sir, 

I  have  reo*  joar  Letter  of  thia  Daj,  &,  as  yoa  desire,  ootnmuDicatGd 
it  to  the  Oouneil.  Since  I  saw  you  tbis  Morning,  I  have  seen  An- 
drew Kennedy,  another  Person  who  oonfirms  M'  Hall's  Ace*,  with 
aggravating  Ciroamstanoes.  I  need  not,  therefore^  tell  you  that  your 
Letter  is  nnsatisfaetofy,  ft  that  I  shall  pursue  the  Measures  sug- 
gested in  my  Letter  of  Yest^day. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.^  Hbble.  ServS 

J.  BEED. 
Indorsed.  ■ 

1770^  October  1-*.    To  M'  John  Wilcooks. 


Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Boabd  of  Wab,  1779. 

Philad*,  October  !•*,  1779. 
Oeatlemen : 

I  have  this  Moment  rec*  your  Favour ;  having  once  seen  a  starving 
Army,  I  feel  every  Sensation  which  such  an  Event  can  create.  The 
inclosed  Bcsolves  will  inform  you  what  Steps  are  taken  to  procure 
Flour.  Further  Measures  are  before  the  Assembly.  We  have  a 
Quantity  of  Flour  on  hand  originally  prepared  to  export  for  Cloatbing 
for  the  Troops — since  appropriated  to  satisfy  the  Demands  of  M' 
Holker  for  the  French  Fleet.  It  is,  &  will  be,  coming  in  daily;  if, 
therefore,  by  a  Besolution  of  Congress,  or  Consent  of  M'  Holler, 
the  Present  Plan  of  Appropriation  is  altered,  we  shall  concur,  & 
deliver  over  to  your  companies  what  we  now  have  on  Hand,  without 
any  Delay. 

I  am,  Gent., 

with  due  Begard 

&  Bespect,  Gent., 

Your  OWf  Hble.  Serv. 
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Pbbs*  Rbbd  to  Mbbsrs.  Bab0B  Aino  Tne,  1779. 

Mefls.  Barge  &  Tyi^ 
OendemeD; 

BeiDff  appointed  Agetkis  for  tbe  Delivery  of  tfie  TxMkk  Salt 
agreeable  to  the  joint  Keeolyea  of  Uub  Board  ft  the  Aas^,  yoa  will 
apply  to  CoL  Hagner  or  other  Penon  of  the  late  Oommittee  banng 
the  Key,  ft  take  the  Salt'*'  into  your  PoMeasion. — ^Yoa  are  then  to 

tay  due  Regard  to  the  Orders  drawn  on  you  by  Mr.  William  Tom- 
uii  our  Agent  for  Flour ;  these  yoa  are  to  file,  ft  every  one  ia  to  be 
served  as  they  present  their  Orders,  ft  not  otherwise. 

I  am  Gteatf 

Your  obed.  Hbble  ser. 

1779,  October  Ist.    To  Messrs.  Barge  and  l^g* 


Prss.  Bxsd  to  PuRCHASBRd  OF  Salt,  1779. 

In  Connoili 

Philad*,  October.2nd,  1779- 
CknilemeQi 

Coancil  in  pnrsuance  of  the  inclosed  Resolve  request  yon  to  assist 
in  the  Execution  thereof,  for  which  Purpose  they  have  appointed 
you  CommissionerSi  and  promise  you  their  full  Support  in  performing 
the  several  Duties  which  will  be  required,  as  well  defiraying  all  con- 
tingent Ezpences  ft  making  jou  such  Compensation  for  voor 
Trouble  as  shall  be  just  ft  reasonable.  You  will  therefore  without 
any  Delav  make  due  Inquiry  into  the  Quantities  of  Salt  now  in  the 
City  ft  Liberties  above  the  Allowance  of  a  Common  Family,  admit- 
ting Possessors  of  Salt  to  retain  one  Peck  for  every  Poll  in  each 
Family  above  7  Years  of  Age,  the  Residue  to  be  considered  as  pub- 
lick  Property  ft  paid  for  accordingly. — ^When  you  have  ascertained 
the  Quantity  in  each  Ward  you  are  then  directed  to  meet  ft  deter- 
mine how  far  it  may  be  proper  to  collect  the  same  into  one  Place  or 
suffer  it  to  remain  in  the  Custody  of  the  Holders. — If  you  are  of 
Opinion  it  may  be  safely  kept  ft  fairly  accounted  for  in  the  Hands 
of  the  respective  Owners  you  will  permit  the  same  to  be  donoi 
taking  such  Precautions  as  you  deem  necessary.  If  otherwise  yoa 
are  impowered  to  collect  the  same  at  the  publiok  EzpenoCi  and 
lodge  it  at  such  Store  as  yoa  may  think  proper. 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  119. 
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If  any  Salt  ahonld  arrive  hereafter  yoa  are  to  conaider  it  as  liable 
to  the  Reaolye  &  proceed  aeoordingly. 

Shoold  you  meet  with  any  Oppoaition  or  Insult  in  the  Coarse  of 
your  Daty  on  this  Occasion  yon  are  authorized  to  call  on  the  Magi- 
BtrateSy  Sfaeriib,  Constables  &  other  Civil  Officers.  Once  a  Week 
the  Council  wUl  expect  a  Report  of  your  ProceedingSi  &  if  any 
Piffiottlty  not  foreseen  sboohl  arise  yoa  will  I4>ply  in  writing  to  the 
Ooonoily  who  will  give  you  an  immediate  Answer  and  dieir  Support 
A  Advice  on  all  Occasions. 

I  am  Oent, 

Tour  Obed.  HbUe.  Serv*, 

J.  R. 

Directed, 

To  Messrs.  William  Will,  Adam  Foulke,  Matthew  Irwin,  Robert 
Aitken^  James  Hood,  Major  Boydy  Paul  Oozci  John  McCullough| 
Thomas  Cassdrop,  Wm.  Robinson,  Wm.  Tharp^  Oeorge  Henry  and 
William  Hejsham. 


Pus«  Bjisd  xq  Wm.  WiUi,  &o.|  1779. 

In  Connelly 

PhUadelphia,  October  2nd»  1779. 
Oentlemeni 

After  returning  yoa  thanks  for  your  care  and  trouble  respecting 
the  salty  I  must  acquaint  yoa  that  the  Assembly  having  taken  the 
subject  into  Consideration  have  come  to  the  enclosed  Resolve.  The 
Trouble  yoa  haive  already  had,  &  th^.  Necessity  of  dividing  the  Duty 
into  Districts  so  as  to  wevent  TrtAe  have  induced  us  to  appoint 
Gentlemen  in  different  Wards  to  collect  Salt — k  Mr.  Barge  &  Mr. 
Tyng  have  consented  to  distribute  what  is  collected.  We  request 
you  to  deliver  Mr.  Barge  and  Mr.  Tyng  the  key  of  the  Store,  and 
on  furnishing  an  account  of  your  Expenses  we  shall  pay  it  due 
Consideration. 

I  am  Gentlemeoy 

Tour  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOS.  RESD, 

Pxeaident. 

Directed, 

To  Messrs.  William  Will,  James  Wharton,  Robert  McGee,  Alex' 
Mills,  John  Hewson,  James  Pickering,  Frederick  Hagner,  Warwick 
Coats,  Wm.  Semple,  James  Hood,  Robert  Aitken  and  William 
Brown. 

31* 
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Pbbs.  Beed  to  Hbnrt  Fisher,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  October  2q(1,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  are  informed  that  the  Dragon,  one  of  the  look-out 
boats  belonging  to  this  state  is  ashore  hear  Lewis- town, — that  she 
may  be  caulked  and  sent  up  to  the  city  at  a  small  ezpenoe  and  be 
of  considerable  value  here. — Whether  or  not  she  is  under  your  care 
I  am  not  informed,  and  therefore  request  yon  will  please  to  write 
me  how  she  is  circumstanced,  and  whether  any  thing  can  1^  made  of 
her.* 

I  am  respectfully 

Your  humble  servant, 

T.  M. 

The  Fleet  under  the  command  of  His  Excellency  the  Count 
D'Estaing  is  daily  expected  on  our  coast.  His  Excellency  the 
President  requests  that  you  will  send  to  him  immediate  intelligence 
of  the  arrival  of  the  fieet,  and  also  that  you  will  give  the  earliest 
possible  notice  to  the  boats  intending  to  afford  him  supplies  of  firesh 
provisions. 

DirecUd, 

To  Mr.  Henry  Fisher,  Lewis-town. 


BoABD  OF  War  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

War  Offioe,  Oof  2, 1779, 

Sir, 

It  appears  by  returns  now  before  the  board  that  there  is  the 
utmost  danger  of  the  army's  su&ring  extremely  from  the  want  of 
flour;  indeed  this  event  seems  unavoidable  unless  an  immediate 
supply  can  be  obtained  &  forwarded  from  this  state. — When  we 
had  lately  the  honour  of  a  conference  with  your  Excellency  and  the 
honourable  the  supreme  executive  council,  we  understood  it  waa 
then  in  contemplation  to  furnish  such  supply,  but  we  are  now 
informed  that  none  has  yet  been  delivered  to  the  Commissary. 
Alarmed  at  the  consequences  of  a  sudden  feiUure  of  an  article  so 
essential  to  the  existence  of  the  army,  permit  us  to  intreat  the 

*  See  Col  Beo.,  Vol  XII.,  p.  120. 
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attention  of  your  Exoellenoj  &  the  honble.  board  to  a  point  of  tneh 
▼ast  importanee,  &  to  request  a  mnt  of  snoh  a  qnaoiity  of  flour 
from  the  stores  of  this  state  as  wiU  relieve  the  armv  from  approaoh- 
ing  distressi  and  prevent  so  terrible  a  oalamitj  as  the  absolute  want 
of  bread  among  the  troops.  The  deep  oonoem  we  must  neeessarily 
feel  at  the  prospeot  of  such  an  event  we  hope  will  apologise  for  our 
importunity. 

We  have  the  honor 

to  be  very  respeotfully 

your  most  obed*  servants, 

TIM.  PIGKEBINOi 

by  order. 
Directed^ 

His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed^  Esqr. 


Board  of  War  to  Pbbb.  Bbed,  1779. 

War  Office,  OotP  2, 1779. 

Sir, 

The  inolosed  letter  from  Mr.  Bradford,  Commissary  of  prisoners, 
represents  the  neoessity  of  providing  for  the  reception  of  upiWards  of 
two  hundred  prisoners  of  war,  which  are  ezpeotea  to  arrive  in  a  day 
•or  two  firom  Egg  Harbour.  The  new  work  bouse  back  of  the  new 
goal  is  mentioned  as  a  safe  &  suitable  place  for  them  if  it  can  be 
spared  from  the  uses  to  which  it  is  applied  by  the  city  &  county. 
We  beg  leave  to  ask  your  aid  and  direction  in  the  matter  that  the 
prisoners  may  be  securely  kept  until  room  can  be  made  for  them  in 
the  New  Qod. 

We  have  the  honor 

to  be  very  respectfully  sir, 

your  most  obed*  servants, 

HM.  PICKERING, 

by  order. 
IHreetedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President,  &c. 
War  Office, 
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Stat.  Matlaok  to  0.  J.  MoKxait,  1779. 

PUladdpUa,  October  4, 1779, 10  «t  night 

Sir, 

I  feel  myself  extremely  nnhappy  to  infom  you  of  the  state  of  the 
oity,  after  a  very  great  riot^  whidi  has  been  attended  with  blood- 
shed.* One  man  nas  been  killed,  several  more  mortally  wonnded, 
beside  a  eonsiderable  number  less  dangerously  hurt  His  Excel- 
lency the  Presidani  orders  me  to  request  that  you  wiU  return  to  the 
city  inmediatelyy  where  your  presence  is  highly  necessary  on  tiiis 
melancholy  occasion.  What  will  be  the  event  of  to  morrow  is  yeiy 
uncertain,  as  the  people  are  heated  to  an  extreme  degree. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

your  humble  servant, 

T:  MATliACK,  Seo'y. 

The  Honorable  Thomas  McEean,  Esqr.j  Chief  Justice. 


Bbsolutioks  of  CoNaRKSSi  1779. 

In  Congress,  Goto'  6th|  1779. 

Beselved,  That  in  addftion  to  the  sums  required  by  the  reeokttiomi 
of  OongresB  of  the  5^2d  Nov%  1777,  and  2d  Jatf",  md  ^Isl  May, 
1779,  the  seveial  States  be  called  on  to  raise  in  such  manner  as  they 
may  judge  expedient,  sufficient  sums  to  eiteble  them  to  pay  kito  the 
^Continental  treasury  or  to  the  order  of  Congress  on  the  frst  day  of 
February  next,  and  on  the  first  day  of  each  succeeding  month  until 
the  first  of  Ooto'  next  inclusive,  their  nspeofeive  proportions  of  fif- 
teen million  dollars. 

That  all  sunsiAish  nmj  be  so  paid  by  any  of  the  States  duringtha 
eontinuanee  of  the  War,  shall  be  passed  to  their  respective  credits  on 
the  torms  prescribed  by  the  first  article  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  S2d  INoV,  1777 ;  and  that  the  several  States  be  respectively 
charged  with  the  annual  interest  of  six  per  Centum  on  all  defieien- 
cies  in  the  payment  of  the  several  quotas  which  have  been  or  may  be 
required  of  them. 

Resolved,  that  the  encouragement  offered  by  the  resolution  of 

*  Attack  on  house  of  James  Wilson,  Esq.  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  121, 
122,  128,  187-139,  141,  144,  145,  152. 
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GoDgress  of  the  29th  Jane  last  for  promoting  Loans,  be  extended  to 
all  snms  which  may  he  |>aid  into  the  Continental  loan  offices  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  March  next  to  the  amount  of  the  blank  Loan 
office  Oertificates  whioh  are  already  ordered  to  be  atmck  by  Congress. 

That  any  person  sabscribing  ten  thonsand  dollars  or  upwards, 
shall  be  allowed  to  pay  one  hiuf  thereof  within  fourteen  days  after 
Ihe  subsoription,  and  the  residue  at  the  end  of  two  months  after  the 
first  payment,  the  whole  to  bear  interest  from  the  time  of  the  first 
payment,  if  the  other  is  punctually  made.  ^ 

Octe'  7th. 

Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States,  to  direct 
their  Treasurers  to  transmit  to  Congress  on  the  first  day  of  every 
month,  returns  of  the  sums  which  they  may  have  respectiyely 
received  for  supplying  the  Continental  Treasury.  That  the  money 
mentioned  therein  be  credited  from  the  respective  dates  of  the  re- 
turns, and  that  the  same  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  quotaa  of  the  several  States  to  make  up  the 
monthly  assessment  of  fifteen  mElion  dollars  to  be  paid  the  first  day 
of  February  next,  and  the  fiist  day  of  October  next,  inclusive,  be  as 
follows: 

Kewhampshire,  400,000  dolkra 

Massaohuselts  bay,  2,300,000  ditto. 

Rhode  Island  &c^  200,000  ditto. 

Conneotioat,  1,700,000  dollan 

New  York,  750,000  ditto. 

New  Jersey,  900,000  ditto. 

Pennsylvania,  2,300,000  ditto. 

Delaware,  170,000  ditto. 

Maryland,  1^580,000  ditto. 

Virginia,  2,500,000  ditto. 

North  Carolina,  1,000,000  ditto. 

South  Carolina,              ^  1,200,000  ditto. 
Georgia^  being  invaded,  is  hereafter  to  raise  its 
proportion. 


15,000,000 


Resolved,  that  neither  the  present  nor  any  former  apportionmeot 
of  quotas  of  taxes  to  the  sevenl  States  be  considered  as  a  precedent. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


y 
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Bbsolutioh  of  C0NGRB6S)  1779. 

Eztraol  from  the  Journals  of  Congress  of  the  7  of  OotF  last 

ResoWedy  That  it  be  reoomiDended  to  the  several  States  to  direei 
their  Treasarers  to  transmit  to  Oongress  on  the  first  day  of  every 
Monthy  Returns  of  the  sums  whidi  thej  may  have  respectively 
received  for  supplying  the  Continental  Treasury  that  the  money 
mentioned  therein  be  credited  from  the  respective  Dates  of  the 
Returns,  and  that  the  same  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  Congress. 

A  true  Copyi 

ROB.  TROUP, 

Secretary. 


Matthew  I&win  &c.y  to  Pbbs.  Rsed,  1779. 

Phihwl*,  7th  Octo',  1779. 

Sir, 

We  hereby  take  the  liberty  of  aoquaint'g  your  Excellency  thai 
in  consequence  of  your  orders  we  have  possesed  ourselves  of  about 
Five  hundred  Bushels  Salt  on  acco*  of  the  State,  some  of  the  Owners 
of  which  are  Inhabitants  of  Jersey,  and  are  very  pressing  for  pay- 
ment, we  therefore  request  you  will  furnish  us  with  as  much  Cash 
as  will  pay  for  about  one  thousand  Bushels,  which  (j^uanfy  we  ex- 
pect to  nave  shortly.  We  find  salt  scarce,  and  have  little  to  depend 
on  but  Imports.  Von  will  please  let  us  know  what  Price  we  are  to 
give  for  the  Salt  we  have  taken. 

We  are  Sir, 

your  Excellencys  most  obed.  Serv., 

MATTH^  IRWIN, 

W-  WILL, 

ADAM  FOULE. 

Dxttcted, 

To  His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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0.  J.  McEeak  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  at  one  o'clock  I  was  favored  with  a  letter  from  the 
Secretarji  dated  at  ten  o'olook  on  Monday  nieht^  informing  me  of  a 
great  riot  that  has  happened  that  day  in  the  oitji  attended  with 
bloodshed;  that  one  man  had  been  killed|  several  mortally 
woanded  and  a  considerable  number  less  dan^ronsly  hart ;  and 
that  it  was  your  tequesti  that  I  shoold  return  immediately  to  the 
dtyi  as  my  presence  there  was  highly  necessary  on  this  melanclioly 
occasion.  I  received  this  letter  when  on  the  Bench,  and  jnst  after 
the  trial  of  a  certain  Dennis  Dunn  had  commenced  for  an  aggravated 
bargkry;  there  was  no  other  judge  in  Town  but  M'  Atlee,  M' 
Evans  having  been  excused  attending  for  a  few  days  on  the  account 
of  the  dangerous  indisposition  of  a  son  and  in  such  oiroumstances  I 
thought  it  best  to  proceed  with  the  trial ;  the  Prisoner  was  con« 
yioted  about  nine  o  dock  last  night.  My  own  inclinatioui  added  to 
your  reasonable  and  pressing  request,  leads  me  to  repair  to  the  city 
but  when  I  reflect,  that  the  courts  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  &  Nisi  Prius, 
for  this  and  York  county,  in  which  there  is  a  great  deal  of  business 
Indeed,  will  be  frustrated  entirely  by  my  departure ;  that  I  could 
not  get  into  Town  before  to  morrow  afternoon,  and  that  probably  all 
may  be  quiet  before  I  could  arrive,  I,  with  the  advice  of  Justice 
Atlee  have  concluded  that  it  will  be  most  conduoive  to  the  advantage 
of  the  public  to  stay  here  and  go  on  with  the  business  of  the  oourtS| 
until  I  hesr  further  from  the  city.  There  are  no  less  than  throe 
special  Juries  sumlboned  for  civil  business  in  this  county. 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  above  reasons  will  sufficiently  appologjie 
for  my  remaining  here  until  I  hear  again  from  Philad*.  This  will 
be  handed  to  your  Ezoellenoy  by  Councillor  Hambright  The 
Express  did  not  come  near  me,  nor  have  I  been  able  to  find  an 
earlier  opportunity  of  writing  to  yon. 

No  circumstances  respecting  this  unhappy  disturbance  have 
reached  us,  except  what  are  contained  in  M'  Matlaek's  letter.  I  am 
this  moment  called  upon  to  examine  into  the  oases  of  Gkorge  Leech 
and  James  Bulla,  fbr  haying  upon  them  quantities  of  counterfeit  40 
&  30  dollar  Bills  of  the  emission  ofSeptem'  26*  1778»  and  for 
passing  several  yesterday  in  this  Borouffh— -They  have  been  long 
suspected,  and  were  once  before  charged,  but  escaped :  they  are  men 
of  property  and  appear  deeply  engaged  in  the  oinmlaiion  of  these 
counterfeits. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  utmost  rmrd. 

Your  £xoellency's 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 
THO.  Mo  KEAN.« 

Lancaster,  October  7^,  1779. 

P.  S5.    There  are  no  less  than  25  Prisoners  in  York  Goal  for  cap- 

*  See  page  732. 
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ital  offences :  and  we  are  upon  the  tract  of  two  diatmet  Gangi  of 
uttererg  of  Counterfeit  money. 

Dirtdedf 

Hia  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esqnjre  Preddent  &e.  At  Philadri- 
phia.  ^ 

favored  by  ) 

Oouneillor  Hambright.  J 


.  * 

> 


(has.  0T.  Olaik  T0  Prbb.  R^bd,  1779, 

WfiaiPoioij,  Ootobor  7^  1770* 
fiir, 

Yon  mentioned  soma  timei^o  Iba^  thete  were  «  Number  of  wanfi 
«nder  Waiatooata  that  wane  providod  for  tb^  SoIdWrj*  X  would  beg 
^Ihat  they  may  be  ordered  ow  0  the  Ajrmyaa  aoouaa  posdbla  ap  therp 
18  every  Appearanoe  of  a  MovamaDttakWg  Pb^  tciV  aoon  and  moat 
rProbably  we  shall  inaka  a  Winter  CampaigQi  in  whicb  Case  tb«iy  wjUil 
be  a  vary  great  Qonivfiiuea^. 

General  Willdnabn  baa  proinised  Us  Oloth  and  thread  far  oqr 
fieijeanta  bnt  we  ahall  be  at  *  loss  for  Lixung  and  Trimmiogi^  and 
Buttons  if  these  ooidd  be  proanred  and  sent  [on,  the  Coats  can  bis 
made  up  in  Gamp  with  perfect  uniformity^  and  aave  aome  Expenoe. 

We  are  told  that  a  import  prevails  in  Philadelphia  of  the  sur- 
render of  General  Invest  to  G«n^  Lincoln— an  Event  very  glorioua 
io  him  and  whioh  I  hope  is  only  the  prelude  to  Matters  of  greater 
Moment  as  I  tmai  the  States  wUl  put  it  in  General  Washington^ 
Power  effectually  to  cocperaia  with  the  Count  J)  Estaing  immedi- 
ately on  hSs  arrival^  and  give  our  Country  taifte  to  bse^Uie  a  littlp 
which  it  18  but  too  trae  she  requires. 

Colooell  Harmar  will  traaamit  to  Gpunoill  the  Strength  of  the 
Beftimanta  with  the  Time  for  which  the  whole  stand  engaged.  { 
wish  to  God  some  Method  eould  be  felje^  upon  to  fiU  up  the 
Regiments  in  Case  of  Accidents — ^you  will  paroon  me  I  hope  if  t 
suggest  that  it  may  not  h^  isiproper  to  recoommend  it  to  the 
Araembly,  and  you  will  plesae  to  observe  that  our  real  strength  is 
much  less  than  the  Numbers  on  Paper,  very  great  Draughts  having 
been  made  from  Us  for  Waggoners  and  Artificera  of  all  kinds  which 
are  still  returned  in  the  Regiments. 

I  hope  I  did  not  disappoint  your  Excellency  in  the  Convey- 
ance of  the  Letters  you  designed  for  this  Plaoe--I  waited  until!  12 
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o'clock  and  then  conolnded  that  BosineBB  had  prevented   your 
wr^ing. 

I  Am  with  |kerfect  Sateem 

Sir  your  moat  obedient 

humble  Servant^ 

A'.  ST.  CI4AIB. 
His  Ezoelleney  Joseph  Beed  Bsqmre. 


Sbot.  Matlack  T9  Sxokblt  Hoffman,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  October  8%  1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  letter  to  His  Bxeelleaoy  the  President  respecting,  Bookridg^ 
Sims.  John  Drinker  Matthew  Johns  and  Thomas  Story  has  been 
laid  before  him.  I  have  hu  order  to  inform  them,  thro  yon,  that 
they  will  be  heard  as  soon  as  the  Chief  Justice  arriTes  in  town, 
which  it  is  expected  will  be  this  day — Ton  will  also  please  to  inform 
them,  that  a  regard  to  their  own  safety  in  a  time  of  saeh  oonfnsion 
and  danger  When  raspioions  against  them  have  so  generally  {NreT^iled 
in  the  minds  of  the  people,  ought  to  induce  them  to  submit  patiently 
to  the  inconvenience  of  a  few  days  confinement,  rendered  unavoidable 
by  the  extent  of  the  riot-  which  happened  on  Monday  and  the  length 
of  time  necessary  for  a  hearing  of  so  many  Cases  as  well  as  by  the 
attention  of  the  state  to  other  extraordinary  business  of  the  highest 
importance. 

lunfto. 

your  Yery  humble  servant 

T.  M.  Seo^. 

JHreetedp 
To  Stokely  Hofimap,  jQpaler. 
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A  Mbssagb  from  thb  Council  to  thb  Gbnbhal 

AsSBMBLTy  1779. 

In  Coonoil,  Philadelphiai 

October  Sth,  1779. 

His  Ezoellency  the  President  haying  this  morning  reoeiyed  the 
enclosed  letter  from  His  Ezcellenoj  General  Wasnincrton,  dated 
West  Point,  4th  October  1779,'C  The  GouneU  have  thought  it  proper 
to  lay  the  same  before  yon  for  year  adyice,  and  assistanoe,  fnlly  eon- 
sidering  that  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  object  of  it  will 
engage  the  immediate  and  most  serious  attention  of  your  honorable 
house. 

By  order  of  the  Oouneili 

GEO.  BRYAN, 

Vice  president. 
Indorsed, 

Message  from  Oounoil  Oct.  8|  and  a  Letter  from  G«n'l  Waah- 
ington. 

Oct  8, 1779,  Bead  &  refered  to  Mr.  Clymer,  T.  Smith,  Laoey, 
Harris,  Hartley. 

Direotedj 

To  the  Honorable  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  General  As- 
sembly. 


PfiBS.   OF  CONQBBSS  TO  PaBS.  KbBD,  1779. 

Circular. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  honor  to  transmit  your  Excellency  sundry  resolutiona 
of  Congress  of  the  6th  and  7th  instant,  for  supplying  the  Continental 
Treasury,  and  to  request  the  earliest  communication  of  them  to  the 
Legislatiye  authority  of  your  State. 

The  money  which  Congress  are  at  liberty  to  emit  will  probably  be 
expended  in  the  beginning  of  December  next,  and  subsequent  sup- 
plies must  be  furnished  by  the  State — this  eyincea  the  necessity  of 
the  punctual  payment  of  their  respectiye  quotas,  on  which  their 
publick  credit,  the  existence  of  their  Army  and  the  support  of  their 
liberties  so  greatly  depend. 

Congress  are  deeply  concerned  to  find  that  the  sums  required  are 
so  great,  but  since  the  emi^ons  are  limited  they  doubt  not  the 

*  Not  found. 
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operation  of  taxes  and  other  salutarf  measnrefl  in  tbe  coarse  of  the 
year  will  rednce  the  prices  of  articles  and  enable  them  to  lessen  the 
quotas  required,  or  apply  part  thereof  to  diminish  the  public  deb^^ 
to  promote  so  desirable  an  object|  CongresSi  on  their  part|  will 
endeavour  to  observe  the  strictest  Oeconomy  iii  the  expenditures. 

I  have  only  to  add|  that  warrants  will  be  issued  on  the  Treasurers 
of  the  respective  States  for  the  quotas  to  be  furnished  on  the  first  of 
January  next,  and  that  I  remaiui  with  the  greatest  respect| 

your  ExoeH'ys 

most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servanti 

SAM'L  HUNTINGTON  * 

President. 
Philada.|  9th  Octob'^  1779. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Excellenoy  The  President  of  PeAsylvania. 


BbpOET  to  AsSSMBLTy  1779. 

In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  October  9thy  1779. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  the  Compentotion  due  to 
the  following  Civil  Officers  and  others  for  the  Services  of  the  year 
now  last  past  &c^,  made  a  Beport  in  Writings  which  being  considered 
was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

To  his  Excellency  the  president  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council,  £20  000 
To  the  Honorable  the  Tlce  President,  10  000 
To  the  other  Members  of  Council  20  dollars  per  day 
each,  the  5th  of  April  last  past. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Members  of  Congress  for  this 
State  24  dollars  per  day  each^  since  the  6th  of  April  last 
past. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Chief  Justice,  £12  000 

the  Puisne  Judges  each.  6  000 

the  Attorney  General,  4  000 

the  Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  6  000 

the  Lieutenants  of  Counties  since  the  5th  of  April  last 
past,  12  dollars  y^  diem. 

the  Sub  lieutenants  of  Counties  ^  diem  since  the  5th 
of  April  last  past,  10  dollars. 

*  Elected  Pres't  Sep.  28th,  see  CoL  Beo.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  116. 
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Xo  .the  Speaker  of  the  Qeoenl  AaaemUj  for  e««h  day 

daring  this  Bitting.  £10 

To  eaeh  Member  per  diam  20  doHaiSf 

To  j^he  Clerk  of  the  Hon«e  £10  ^  diom, 

To  the  Assistant  Clerk  -  9  dittos 
To  the  door  keeper  10  dollars  ^  dievi 
Mileage  five  Shillings  per  Mile* 

Extract  from  the  Minutes 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr., 

€lk.  of  Oen  ass'. 


Besolutiqh  07  Gbkbeal  Abssmblt,  1779. 

fiatuiday  9«*  of  October,  1779. 

In  General  Amembly  of  Penosylxania. 

A  Messa^  from  the  Supreme  ExeoatiTe  Council  setting  fortli 
'^  That  His  Bxcellenoy  The  President  had  expressed  to  Coundl  his 
apprehenious  of  mat  distresses  among  poor  Housekeepers  in  this  City 
from  the  high  price  of  flour,  and  proposed  the  taking  measures  in  oou- 
cert  with  the  House  for  their  relief  by  distributing  among  them  one 
hundred  barrels  of  floor,  giving  a  preference  to  such  families  as  have 
performed  Militia  duty,  And  also  to  take  some  eflfootnal  measures  to 
obtain  a  supplv  of  Wood  to  the  City ;  And  that  Council  concurred 
in  Opinion  with  His  Excellency/'  and  requesting  the  House  to  take 
the  same  into  Consideration  was  read,  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  distribute  one  hundred  Barrels  among  the  poor 
aforesaid,  having  a  particular  reepeet  to  the  Families  of  such  Militia 
Men  as  shall  serve  on  the  present  expedition,  which  flour  so  distrib- 
uted shall  be  procured  at  the  expence  of  thia  State. 

Extraet  fropn  the  Miuutes, 

JOHN  M(»IRI8  Jun',  Clerk  * 

*  CufL  Bfte.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  126. 
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RSSOLTTtlON  07  Gei^eral  Assbmblt,  1779. 

Saturdij,  »^  October,  1779. 
In  Gkneral  AsMmbly  of  Pemuylvftniflt, 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  His  Exoellencj  Oeneraf 
WaehiBtfton  relatlTo  to  a  supply  of  Militia  &c.  was  referred,  made  a 
Report  in  writing,  which  after  some  debate,  was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  a  Body  of  Militia  should  be  immedi- 
ately drawn  forth  into  actual  service  to  co-operate  with  the  Conti- 
nental Army  against  the  common  enemy — ^This  House  therefore 
fully  impreraed  with  the  necessity  of  a  spirited  exertion  at  the  pre- 
sent important  CrisiSi 

Do  Recommend  to  the  Svpreme  EzeeutiTe  Conncil  of  this  StatCy 
that  they  take  such  measures  either  by  drawing  out  the  Militia  in 
classes  and  influencing  them  to  serve  for  three  Months  by  such 
Bounties,  Exemptions  and  other  motives,  as  they  in  their  prudence 
shall  judge  to  be  necessaiy ;  or  otherwise  to  form  a  Corps  equal  to 
the  number  of  effective  men  required  for  the  said  service  on  saoh- 
Terms  as  they  shall  find  to  be  requisite,  referring  the  said  Council 
to  the  Succeeding  House  of  General  Assembly  for  approbation  & 
legal  sanction  of  their  proceedings  in  this  case,  in^as-much  as  the 
time  this  House  can  legally  sit  is  too  short  to  admit  of  such  formal 
proceedings  as  the  business  requires. 

Extract  from  the  Minutesi 

JOHN  MORRIS  Jun',  CleA  * 


Rbsolution  of  Oskebal  Abbeubi^,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly*  of  Pennsylvania. 

October  10*»,  1779. 

The  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  taking  Into  their  Consideration  the 
services  performed  by  General  Wayne,  and  the  Officers  and  Soldiers 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  in  the  attack  on  Stony  Pointy  and  the 
Becommendation  of  the  Supreme  Execnfive  Council^ 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  General 
WaynCj  and  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  for 
the  Courage  and  Conduct  displayed  by  them  in  the  Attack  on  Stony 
Point  The  Honor  they  have  reflected  on  the  State  to  which  they 
belong,  the  Clemency  they  shewed  to  those  in  their  power  in  a  situ- 
ation when,  by  the  Laws  of  War^  and  stimulated  by  resentment  occa- 
sioned by  the  Remembrance  of  a  former  Massacre^  they  would  have 

*  See  CoL  Reo.  Vol  XII.,  p.  128-4. 
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been  jiutified  in  putting  to  Death  every  one  of  the  Oarrison,  will 
transmit  their  namesi  with  honor,  to  the  latest  poBteritji  and  will 
shew^that  true  bravery  and  humanity  are  inseparable. 

Resolved,  That  this  Resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  transmit  the  same 
to  General  Wayne,  to  be  by  him  conveyed  to  the  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  under  his  Command,  in  the  Attaok 
above  mentioned. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  House.* 

JOHN  BAYARD,  Speaker. 


Capt.  OLuaaAGB  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

Fort  Robartdeau,  Oct',  10*^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  Rec*  your  Letter  some  time  agoe,  Daited  Aug*  20*^,  which  Sur- 

5ri8ed  me  very  much  that  you  have  not  Received  my  returns  of  my 
Vogress  in  Recruiting  at  Different  times  before  the  Date  of  your 
Letter,  as  I  have  sent  Expresses  with  Different  Letters  as  far  down 
as  Carlisle,  allowing  them  to  be  forwarded  by  the  first  opertunity  from 
thare.  But  it's  likely  the  ware  miscarried  by  some  means,  therefore 
would  be  glad  to  know  by  what  means  I  am  to  send  you  returns— 
whether  by  Express  or  no ;  if  by  Express,  how  the  are  to  be  fur- 
nished with  money  to  pay  their  Expences. 

You  say  you  have  been  informed  I  have  Indulged  my  men  with 
leting  them  go  to  their  homes.  I  acknowledge  1  have  Indulged  a 
few  of  them,  such  as  had  Grain  to  Reep,  (and  save  it)  as  it  appeared 
to  me  to  be  a  loss  to  the  State  to  let  grain  be  destroyed  for  want  of 
reaping  whare  it  is  so  very  scarce  as  it  is  in  this  frontier,  rendered 
80  from  the  different  Incursions  of  the  enemy.  I  am  very  much  Sur- 
prised to  hear  that  Gentlemen  of  Note  in  the  County  have  had  reason 
to  Complain  of  me,  as  I  am  conscious  I  have  done  every  thing  that 
could  be  expected  from  me  towards  .Protecting  the  Suffering  Fron- 
tiers of  this  County.  But,  Sir,  I  must  inform  you  that  there  are  Gen- 
tlemen in  this  County  that  would  not  be  Satisfied  with  my  Conduct^ 
Except  I  would  furnish  them  and  their  familyes  with  a  gard  at  their 
own  houses,  so  that  the  might  follow  their  Labour  without  Dangour ; 
however,  that  is  out  of  my  Power ;  for  it  would  take  at  least  a  rega- 
ment  to  afford  that  Protection  to  every  famaly  in  the  Quarter  I  am . 
Stationed  in,  and  have  grate  reason  to  think  it  must  be  some  of  these 
Gentlemen  that  have  Loeed  the  Complaint  ]  therefore,  in  order  to 
Justify  my  Caracter,  would  take  it  as  a  favour  if  you  would  Let  me . 
know  the  Gentlemen's  names  by  first  opertunity. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  135. 
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Mj  CompBDj  has  been  Revewed|  and  Past  mnsteri  8  Offioen  & 
48  Rank  and  file^  one  of  the  Latter  killed  or  taken.  I  have  made 
aplication  to  M'  Canon  for  the  neoessariea  promised — have  reo* 
Some  of  them,  Bat  no  Blanketfi  Except  four  j  the  are  very  neoesssarj 
at  this  Season  of  the  year,  and  Can't  be  done  without ;  therefore 
would  be  glad  M'  Carson  Could  be  furnished  with  them  by  some 
means,  as  I  have  promised  them  to  the  men.  Would  be  Olad  to  know 
who  I  must  apply  to  pay  the  Doctor's  Bills,  as  I  have  Been  under 
the  necessity  of  applying  to  one  for  some  of  my  Company^  and 
payed  him  out  of  my  own  Pocket. 

I  am^  Sir, 

with  respect, 

Your  Very  Humb'  Serv* 

THOMAS  CLUGAGE 

Direciedy 
To  Josseph  Beedy  Precedent  of  Council  in  State  of  Pensylvania. 
To  Care  of  Col.  Jn*"  Davis,  Carlisle. 


J.  J).  Sbrgbakt  to  Pbbs.  Bbbb,  1779. 


Philad%  10  Oct',  1779. 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  an  Order  of  Council,  I  commenced  an  Action  at 
the  Suit  of  Jesse  Jordan  ag*  Gen>  Arnold — That  Action  is  now 
abated  by  the  Plff's.  Death. 

No  Application  as  yet  has  been  made  to  me  on  the  part  of  his 
Exrs.  or  Admrs.,  if  there  are  any.  As  the  State  is  interested  in  the 
Event  of  this  Affair,  should- be  glad  to  receive  such  Directions  as 
may  be  thought  proper  in  this  Situation  of  the  Business,  &  for  that 
End  have  thought  it  my  Duty  to  communicate  this  Intelligence. 
Jesse  Jordan  has  been  lately  murdered  in  Chester  County. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Respect, 

Your  BzceUeney's  most 

hble.  &  obed*  Serv*, 

JON*.  D.  SERGEANT. 

Directedj 

Write  to  Col.  Boyd. 

Bis  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Preside  in  Council. 
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YiOB  Prssidb^  Bbyan  to  0.  X  MoEeak,  1779. 

Phflad*.,  10  OctoV,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  President  being  very  ill  yesterday,  desired  tliat  the  most  pres^ 
sing  letter  mi^ht  be  written,  to^arge  your  presence  here  immedi-* 
ately,  the  business  of  the  present  drooit  notwithstanding.  Happil j, 
his  fit  has  remitted  in  the  evening,  Sc  the  bai^  was  aidministered* 
The  retom  of  the  fever  this  day  waa  lighter,  yet  produced  some 
delirium. 

In  this  situation,  and  seeinj;  the  public  quiet  is  greatly  restoredi 
the  President,  unwilling  that  the  course  of  Justice  should  be  dia- 
turbed  but  from  the  greatest  necessity,  wishes  it  were  in  his  power 
to  intercept  your  return  hither.  For  this  purpose  the  bearer  is 
despatched. 

The  Gknl.  Mercer  with  a  prize,  is  arrived — a  Ship  bound  from 
Halifax  to  Sumatra  laden  with- codfish* 

I  am,  &c., 

G.  B.,  V.  p. 
To  Thos.  McJ^eaii,  Esqr. 


V.  P.  Brtan  to  Oenl.  Wilkinson,  1779. 

In  CouncO, 

Philadelphia,  October  11th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Council  request  that  you  will  immediately  cause  to  be  packed  up 
two  thousand  suits  of  Cloathes,  to  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible 
to  the  sub-Clothier  at  Camp,  fbr  the  use  of  the  troops  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Line. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  .j& 

Very  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  BRYAN, 

Vice  President. 

To  Gen.  Wilkinson,  Clothier  General  of  the  United  States,  or  his 
Deputy. 
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Jacob  Mybbs,  &c.,  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1779. 

Mndd  Island^  October  11th,  1779. 
Honble  Sir, 

This  night  I  hajled  a  Sloop  from  the  platform  three  times,  &  got 
an  answer  to  no  pnrpose,  which  Occation'd  me  to  fire  a  Guon  to 
bring  her  to.  She  Kept  Sail,  Which  occationed  me  to  Order  my 
barse  man'd  &  Bowed  after  her,  &  Borded  her  near  where  the  Sbe- 
voidriez's  are  bailding,  I  asked  the  Capt"  what  he  had  on  board,  he 
made  answer  that  he  had  a  S,weep-hoId,  My  Corioity  Leaded  me  to 
Seroh,  &  found  on  Board  the  following  Articles,  Viz.,  80  Bundles 
of  Bod  Iron,  13  Bowlts  of  Canvice,  12  Keggs  of  Gun  Powder,  1 
pine  Box,  the  Contents  unknown.  Directed  to  Saml.  Proveance,  Bal- 
timore, Besides  Trunks,  which  he  said  Belonged  to  the  passengers; 
finding  these  Goods  I  asked  him  for  his  Clearance  ?  he  said  he  had 
none,  likewise  for  his  permit  f  he  had  none;  I  adced  him  whom  the* 
powder  Belonged,  he  Said  a  Jew. 

P.  8.    With  Compliance  to  the  Orders  of  Council,  we  thought  fit 
to  I^tain  the  Vesel  till  Orders  from  Council. 
We,  the  Undernamed  Officers,  Certifies  the  Contents  to  be  true, 

JACOB  MYRES,  L*  of  Artaiery. 
JOHN  POLLARD,  1  Lut 
ANDREW  MYERS,  Ensign. 
Dtreetedf 
To  George  Bryan,  Vice  President,  Philadelphia. 


y.  r.  Bbtan  to  Offioxbs  at  Mud  Island,  &o.,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  October  11th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  this  day  thought  it  proper  to  lay  an  embargo 
on  provisions  of  all  kinds  for  the  space  of  thirty  days,  in  order  tho 
more  effiectually  to  secure  a  supyly  for  the  Army  of  His  Excellency 
General  Washington,  and  for  the  fleet  of  our  Great  Ally,  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty. 

You  are  therefore  to  take  care  that  no  vessels  be  permitted  to  pass 
the  forts  without  a  regular  clearance. 

Bv  order  of  the  GounciL 

GEORGE  BRYAN, 

Vice  PrcMdent.* 
To  the  Officer  Commanding  at  Mud  Island  and  Billingsport. 

*  G.  Bryan  resigned  as  V.  P.  on  this  same  day  and  "  Hofl.  Matthew  Smith 
Esq.,"  was  eleeted  Vice  President. — He  only  continued  till  Oct.  28,  and  Wm. 
Moore  was  elected  his  Sacoessor,  Kot.  11.  See  Col.  Reo.|  Vol.  XIL,  p. 
127,  148,  168. 
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John  Mitchbll  to  Pass.  Bbed,  1779. 

War  &  Ordinance  Office^  11  Oct,  1779. 

Sir, 

There  will  be  wanting  to  Transport  Stores  in  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment at  least  one  Hundred  Waggons,  Immediatelji  so  fast  as  yoa 
collect  them  let  Forty  or  Fifty  l>e  immediately  sent  to  Valley  Forge, 
the  cross  Roads,  three  Miles  from  the  Swedes  Ford  &  French  Greek, 
to  transport  the  Eighteen  Pounder  shell  at  those  places  to  Camp. 
Inform  us  of  the  Waggons  as  they  come  in  &  wc  will  order  their 
Lading.  We  suppose  it  will  be  necessary  to  Apply  to  the  State, 
which  you  will  do  with  the  utmost  Dispatch  The  Waggons  col- 
lected  in  the  Quarter,  of  the  country  above  mentioned,  will,  no  doubt 
be  first  set  at  Work. 

We  are  your  Obed.  SerrantSy 

BIGHABD  PETERS. 

By  order. 
Col.  J.  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  M.  0/ 
Philada.,  (Copy.) 


Philada.,  11  Oct,  1779. 

Sir, 

- 1  baTC  this  moment  received  tbe  Original  ef  the  above  Copy  from 
the  Board  of  War.  As  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  furnish  the  Number 
of  Waj^ons  required,  without  vour  Excellency's  Warrant  to  Impress 
them,  i  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  me  Warrants  for  that 
purpose ;  there  is  very  considerable  Demands  made  on  me  by  the 
Clothier  General  and  others,  which  will  make  it  eztreamly  difficult 
to  procure  the  number  of  Waggons  required  at  this  time.  If  yoa 
think  it  proper  to  grant  Warrants  for  one  Hundred  &  Twenty  good 
four  Horse  Teams,  I  believe  it  will  be  sufficient 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

With  great  respect^ 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obed*  hum"  serv*, 

JNO.  MITCHELL,  D.  Q.  M.  a. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  state  of  PennsyU 
vania. 
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Y.  P.  Smith  lo  Offiosbb  at  Mud  Ibl'd^  1779.. 

In  Of  undl^ 

Philad*,  Ootob  12, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Coaooil  reeeived  the  letter' from  Lt.  Myera  ft  othen  dated 
yesterday  reepeoting  Wirts  shallop— your  Yigilance  in  Btopioff  this 
vessel  at  the  present  orisis  is  very  agreeable  to  the  counoil  and 
entitles  yon  to  thanks— ^it  is  not  the  intention  of  Oonncil  to  lay  any 
difficulties  on  the  rirer  trade,  the  Counoil  therefore  desire  yon 
will  permit  Mr  Wirta  to  pass,  and  not  to  stop  »Dy  yessel  but  such 
as  have  provisions  on  board,  agreeably  to  the  pass  given  fhts  mom- 
ingto  Cap*  Wirta  by  the  secretary. 

The  proclamation  for  the  embargo  will  be  sent  you  tomorrow  by 
which  the  intention  of  it  will  be  shewn  to  yon. 

I  am 

with  due  respect 

your  humble  Servant 

MATTHEW  SMITH, 
Vice  Prcaident:* 
Attest,  T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

Dirededj 
To  OiSoen  commanding  at  Billingsport  A  Mud  iaknd* 


ClBOULAR  OF  G0U£KIIL  TO  LlBUTUTAlTCd,  1779.. 

In  Counoil, 

Philadelphia,  October  18, 1779. 

Sir, 

The  approach  of  the  Fleet  of  Hia  most  Christian  M^esty^  under 
the  oommand  of  tke  Count  D'Sstaing,  intended  to  cooperate  with 
the  American  army,  under  the  oommand  of  His  ExoelUnoy  Qeneral 
Waahinglon,  afibfding  the.  faintest  prospect  of  ancoees  in  a  vigorooa 
effort  to  expel,  or  make  captive  of  the  British  invadera,  who  havaii^ 
long  ravaged  our  country  and  who  have  lately  attempted  to  sp^wad 
fire  and  desolation  thro  it  The  State  of  Pennsylvania  ia  called  upon 
to  furnish  a  body  of  Militia  to  the  aid  of  the  Continental  army. 

Yon  are  therefore  hereby  ordered  to  call  forth  classes  of 

*  See  pages  746. 
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tlie  Militia  of  jour  oonnty,  according  to  law,  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition to  rendesvoua  at  IVentan  in  the  state  of  New  Jersej. 

The  Arms  and  accoatremente  belonging  to  the  state  whieh  are  in 
your  handS)  are  to  be  applied  in  arming  the  men  who  tarn  oat  on 
this  oooasion.  Saoh  blankets  belonging  to  the  state  as  are  in  jonr 
possession,  are  also  to  be  applied  to  their  nse  during  this  tour  of 
duty.  And  any  person  who  shall  furnish  himself  with  arms  and 
blankets,  or  either  of  them,  having  the  same  appraised  by  4wo  repa- 
table  freeholders  and  the  appraisements  lodged  before  marching  in 
your  hands,  or  the  hands  of  the  Co^  or  Lieu*  Coh  of  the  Battalion 
to  which  he  belongs,  shall  have  the  same  paid  for  by  the  state  in 
case  of  their  being  lost  in  any  engagement  with  the  enemy. 

The  deficiency  of  arms  accoutrements  &  blankets  will  be  made  up 
at  Trenton. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  freemen  of  the  state  to  a  ready  compli- 
ance with  their  duty  this  Council  have  thought  proper  to  pay  to  each 
man  (both  officers  &  privates)  who  shall  now  serve  his  tour,  for  two 
months,  according  to  law,  the  sum  of  eightif  dollars  in  addition  to 
the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  allowed  by  law.  Twenty  pounds  thereof 
to  be  paid  immediately  in  hand  twenty  pounds  more  to  be  by  the 
almoner  distributed  to  the  family  of  such  Militia  man  in  his  absenoe 
if  necessary,  and  the  remainder  with  the  monthly  pay,  to  be  paid  at 
tiie  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  service. 

But  as  His  Excellency  General  Washington  has  it  much  at  heart 
DOW  to  close  the  war  in  AmeHca  by  a  vigbrous  and  glorious  effort^ 
nothing  would  be  more  mortifying  and  distressing  than  to  £ul  in 
this  great  attempt  by  the  ahortneBS  of  the  tiiae  wh^h  the  militia  of 
the  state  are  by  law  to  serve  in  the  field.  And  it  would  be  disgrace- 
ful in  the  highest  degree  for  the  freemen  of  Pennsylvania  should 
they  fail  in  their  duty  to  their  country  at  a  time  when  our  illustrious 
ally  has  ffenerously  afforded  us  such  a  powerful  assistance  both  in 
ships  and  men,  as  undoubtedly  will  enable  us  to  strike  a  decisive 
blow  against  the  enemy,  now  in  the  bowels  of  our  country. 

In  order — as  much  as  in  us  lies  to  remove  this  danger  from  before 
us,  and  to  secure  the  success  which  every  friend  of  his  country  must 
ardently  wish  for,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  to  every  able 
man  who  shall  engage  to  serve  one  month  longer  than  he  is  by  law 
obliged  to  serve,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  in  addition  to  the  sum 
above  mentioned,  making  in  the  whole  the  sou  of  one  hundred 

rnds— forty  pounds  thereof  to  be  paid  in  hand«*«forty  poonds  to 
listributed  in  his  absence  to  his  family,  and  the  lemaiiMng  twenty 
pounds  to  be  paid  him  on  the  expiratiou  of  the  said  lerm  of  three 
months. 

It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Couueil  that  you  exert  your  utmost 
influence  with  the  people  of  your  County  to  induce  such  of  them  as 
turn  out  on  this  call  to  engage  to  serve  for  three  months.  You  may 
assure  those  who  engage  to  serve  for  that  time,  that  if  the  service 
does  not  absolutely  require  their  cdnUnuance  in  the  field  they  will 
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be  dooner  discharged,  and  the  full  bonnfy  notwithetandiDg  be  paid  to 
them.  The  form  bereander  will  be  proper  to  beVdgned  by  those  who 
enter  for  three  months. 

Yon  are  to  give  the  earliest  possible  notice  to  this  council  of  the 
numbers  which  you  can  depend  on  to  turn  out  on  this  call  and  also 
the  number  which  each  class  boars  that  is  now  to  be  called  out. 


Council  to  Col.  Johk  Coxb,  1779. 

October  18, 1779. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Mitchell,  jour  deputy  here,  has  called  upon  us  for  a  press 
warrant  for  40  or  50  Waggons  to  carry  cannon  shot  from  Chester 
County  to  Camp.  This  application  is  made  in  circumstances  that  are 
extremely  difficult.  The  pay  of  £5  per  diem  is  now  become  so  totally 
inadequate,  that  I  doubt  not  the  Waffgoos  every  where  would  be 
disabled  if  not  destroyed,  on  the  first  Idea  of  being  dragged  into  the 
Service  on  such  terms.  Our  representations  to  your  department  last 
summer,  induced  your  deputies  to  hire  Carriages  by  the  barrell  or 
otherwise;  and  since  that  the  farther  depreciation  has  put  the  drawing 
out  of  Waggons  under  our  Law.  quite  out  of  the  reach  of  possi- 
bility. 

You  will  perhaps  enquire,  why  the  Legislature,  lately  risen,  have 
not  considered  of  this  business,  &  interposed  to  make  it  practicable. 
If  an  opinion  may  be  hasarded  in  such  a  Case,  I  would  say,  that  the 
Waggon-Service  has  been  so  peculiarly  grievous  on  the  husbandmen 
of  Pennsylvania,  that  it  was  wished  the  laws  for  impressing  their 
Carriages  &  Horses,  which  bo  other  State  has  imitated,  shomd  ex- 
pire in  silence,  as  they  soon  will  by  their  own  Limitation. 

It  is  likely,  as  the  Country  work  at  this  time  begins  to  slacken  a 
little,  that  if  you  would  offer  the  farmers,  who  yet  have  Waggons, 
(for  their  number  is  by  the  unequal  burden  on  the  possessors  of  such 
property,  greatly  reduced,  &  dayly  declining,)  a  price  propor^oned 
to  the  rates  at  which  other  services  are  paid,  you  might  attain  the 
Carriages  easily  now  wanted.  To  rety  on  Press- Warrants  will  only 
harrass  &  provoke  the  honest  Countrymen,  &  tho'  in  a  small  instanee, 
it  might  surprize  &  fix  some  few  at  the  present,  yet  it  will  at  once 
put  a  full  stop  to  the  procuring  of  Waggons. 

Why  indeed  the  possessor  of  a  Team  should  be  treated  on  this 
unequal  footing,  it  is  hard  to  say.  While  the  Iron-master,  the 
merchant,  &  the  farmer  in  other  respects,  are  paid  the  Current  price 
for  their  goods,  these  persons  are  selected  to  be  dragged  into  public 
service  at  an  inferior  hire.  Believe  me.  Sir,  this  is  neither  fair  nor 
political.  Why  should  a  man  be  punished  for  keeping  up  a  Team  ? 
this  rate,  the  Country  will  toon  be  very  bare  of  Carriages. 
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Pbb&  Bosd  to  JmrzFiBft  &  Boor,  1779. 

Oct.  15, 1779. 

Gent, 

Oar  Beloctanoe  to  add  to  the  publick  Expense  prevented  oar 
giving  any  deobive  Answer  to  your  Beqneet  this  Morning  that  wa 
would  name  a  suitable  Rate  for  the  Hire  of  the  Waggons  untill  we 
had  made  Iniquiries  "whitt  Bttes  our  Neighbours  had,  &  what  were 
the  Expectations  of  onr  own  People.  Our  Oommittee  have  reported 
that  In  JN^ew  JeAQj  there  being  no  law  to  compel  Waggon  Servioe 
beyond  3  Days,  Uie  Quarter  Masters  depend  upon  Oontraets  whioh 
are  very  various  according  to  the  Supplies  they  receive  of  Forage, 
tlloathing,  Bepairs,  &o.,  so  as  to  affora  no  Line  of  Oomparison  or 
Guidance.  The  Price  of  £4.  10  was  fixed  in  this  State  in  Septem- 
ber, 1778,^inoe  when  the  Pirioes  of  all  other  Articles  have  increased 
at  least  Ten  fold — In  Julv  last  lOs.  ^  Day  was  added  to  the  Hire. 
The  Price  now  between  Man  &  Man  is  £25  ^  Bay — ^bnt  we  have 
concluded,  all  Circumstances  considered,  to  reoommend  to  the  Hon. 
tlommittee  to  add  £7  ^  Day  to  the  present  Price,  which  we  hope 
will  be  folly  satisfactory  and  produce  the  desired  number  of  Teams. 
•^The  Conrmittee  will  be  pleased  to  considet  that  fixing  it  themsives 
rather  tham  being  done  by  a  Law  of  the  State^^Congress  will  allwaya 
have  it  in  their  Power  to  alter  it  on  any  Change  of  Circumstances. 

I  am  with  .great  Bespect  &  Begard, 

Gent^  your  obed.  Hbbl.  Serv.* 

JHreciedf 
Te  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jenifer  &  Mr.  Booi 


*te. 


Lt.  Cou  Jossph  Ha&mar  to  Pbbsidsnt  ^isio),  1779, 

Campi  West  Point,  October  15th,  1779. 
flir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  your  Excellency  u  Betum  o^ 
the  Strength  of  the  Eight  Be^ments  which  at  present  compose  the 
Pennsylvania  Division,  specifying  when  their  Times  expire.  The 
three  other  Begiments  of  our  Line  being  detached,  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained 

As  the  whole  Army  now  undergoes  a  Monthly  Inspection  I  beg 
leave  to  state  to  your  Excellency  the  Condition  of  our  Troops.  Their 

»  See  Colon.  Ree.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  lift. 
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Clothing  (which  was  drawD  last  Fall  at  Frederioksbnrg)  is  now  old 
and  tattered.     Shirts  and  Blankets  greatly  wanted,  and  scaroely  a 
good  Hat  in  the  whole  Division.     The  daily  &  hard  Fatigae  at  this 
^  Poet  must  coBsequently  soon  render  them  still  worse.    But  notwith- 

standing all  these  Inconveniences  they  are  well  armed  and  out  as 
clean  and  decent  an  Appearance  as  Circomstanoes  can  possibly 
<  admit 

I'  I  addressed  your  Ezeellenoy  on  the  25th  last  Angast  in  regard  to 

>  promotions  ana  appointments  which  I  wish  to  take  place  in  the  6th 

I  P.  R.y  and  have  directed  Captain  Nice  (who  is  gone  sick  to  G-orman- 

I  town)  to  call  respecting  them.   Shouldthey  meet  yonr  Excellencies 

I  approbatiotiy  shall  bei  happy  in  having  them  transmitted  as  early  as 

I  possible. 

'        "  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Esteem, 

your  Excellencies  most  hble.  k  obed.  Serv., 

JOS.  HARMAB,  Lt  CoL  Com.  Sth  P.  R., 

ft  Inspector  Pennsa.  Line. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed|  Esqr.i  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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COMMISSIOKBKS  TOR    CoiiLBCTIKa    FlOUB,  TO    PBES.  BbED, 

•       1779. 

Sir, 

We  the  Sabsoribers  having  met  in  the  Borroogh  of  Lanoasteri 
Pannant  to  an  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  thia  State,  appointing 
ns  amongst  others ;  Commissioners  for  Collecting  of  flonr  for  this 
G6nntj  to  Supply  the  frenoh  fleet|  have  agreed  on  the  following 
prices  Vis*,  fiftteen  Pounds  for  every  Bushel  of  merchantable  wheat 
weighing  Sixty  Pounds,  and  forty  two  Pounds  for  every  Hundred 
weight  of  ffood  merchantable  flour ;  to  be  paid  in  each  and  every  of 
our  Several  districts,  the  Costs  of  the  Quota  of  our  County,  Recko- 
ning the  Casks,  Cooperage,  &o.  at  £8  amounts  to,  upon  a  Rough 
Calculation,  ^£326250  which  Said  Sum,  Agreeable  to  the  Opinion 
of  Said  Commissioners  ouffht  to  be  in  their  hands,  in  order  to  Ena- 
ble them  to  purchase  the  Same ;  And  we  have  amed  that  M'  Tho- 
mas Edwards  one  of  Said  Commissioners,  is  to  Carry  this  down  to 
you,  in  order  to  let  you  know,  our  Sentiments  on  the  Same. 

We  are  Sir, 

with  the  Greatest  Respect 

jour  Bzoelleney's  most  obediant 

Humble  Servants, 

JAMES  JACKS, 
RICHARD  FREE, 
JAMES  ANDERSON  Jr., 
MICHAEL  POUTS, 
DAVID  WATSON, 
HUGH  DEDEJrf, 
MARTIN  HOLMAN, 
THOMAS  EDWARDS. 
Lancaster,  16<^  Oeteber,  1779. 

Dirededf 

Hia  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

^2* 
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Col.  Lswis  Fabmbk  to  Coukcil,  1779. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Sapreme  Executive  Coundl  of  the  Common 

Wealth  of  PennBylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

I  would  beg  Leave  to  Infonn  Connoili  that  the  Store  now  Oeea- 
pied  by  me,  is  not  near  large  Enough  to  Con&in  the  Goodsi  wanted 
for  the  Troops  of  thia  State;,  and  as  there  is  a  Store  under  the  same 
Boof,  now  Occupied  bjr  Col.  George  Henry  with  some  Naval  Stores 
of  this  State,  which  eould  be  moved  up  stairs  ui  One  Bay,  Or  lesa 
by  the  hands  of  One  of  the  Gallies,  it  would  Enable  me  to  Receive 
and  Pack  all  the  Goods,  Purchased  by  the  Agent,  by  having  the 
Windows,  now  out  of  Order  Repaired,  I  would  further  bes  leave  to 
Observe,  that  I  am  much  distresrd,  for  want  of  Buttons,  ror  Veata 
and  Overalls  in  particular^  Many  of  them  laying  now  at  the  Tayloia 
&  can't  be  finished. 

Lastly,  I  would  humbly  Observe  to  the  Honourable  the  Council, 
that  my  Pav  as  Clothier  is  Ordered  to  be  the  si^ne  Mr.  Howell  Re- 
ceived at  Jiancaster  in  the  Tears  1777  &  78,  viz.  five  Dollars  p^ 
Bay.  Every  Article  of  Life  being  Baised  now  to  so  Enormous  a 
Price,  I  would  beg  Council  would  take  it  into  their  Consideratioiii 
to  add  One  Ration  to  my  Pay. 

I  am  Gentlemen^  with  the  Greatest  Respect 

your  most  Obedient  ani 

very  humble  Servant, 

LEWIS  FARMER. 
Phihdv  October  16%  1779. 


Col.  A.  Lochet  to  P&bs.  Bebd,  1779. 

Hannastown,  October  15%  1779. 
Sir, 

Tou  will  receive  herewith  Twenty  fbur  old  Uoeneee  wiA  £27  0  0 
which  yon  will  receive  by  the  Hands  of  Capt.  Erwin. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  Publick  Calamitiea  of  this 
County  have  obliged  me  to  remove  sit  office  at  sundry  timeB  from 
one  place  of  Safety  to  another  by  whicn  means  some  of  them  might 
be  mislaid  but  shall  write  yon  more  particularly  on  this  head  by  the 
next  opportunity. 
I  beg  you  will  send  me  a  Boien  new  ones  by  Capt.  Erwin. 

Am  with  great  respect^ 

your  most  humble  Sorv^j 

A.  LOCHRT,  Proth^ 
Direetedf 
Timothy  Matlack  Esq. 


PSNNSTLVANIA  ABOHITIS  1779.  755 

Capt.  Jambs  Moittgombrt  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Cape  May,  October,  6**,  1T79. 

8ir, 

I  have  Juat  Andior'd  hear  and  take  tfiia  epertanlty  of  Infbrmiiiff 
your  Excellency  of  oar  Well&ir  tho  we  have  had  a  Conlimied  Gau 
of  wind  vet  we  have  made  a  shift  to  Pick  up  three  Prizes  one  a 
New  York  Privateer  &  the  other  Betakin  Vessels  the  Brig  Halker 
was  in  Company  when  we  took  one  ei  the  last,  all  of  which  I  hoop 
are.taived  by  this  time. 

The  ShijAas  Snffered  a  Good  Deial  in  her  rjging  &c.,  bnt  in  two 
or  three  Bays  Shall  be  abell  to  Put  to  Sea  a  Gain  whear  I  Shall 
Contunie  bnt  a  Short  tim  as  onr  Provitions  is  all  most  Expended 
and  the  weather  Getting  to  bostorons  for  oar  poor  Egg  Snell  to 
Cruse  on  this  Coast  yoa  may  Expect  Shortly  to  hear  from  as  a 
Gain. 

I  remain  yoor  Excellency'^ 

Much  oblig*  Serv* 

JAMES  MONTGOMEBT. 

Since  I  Sealed  this  letter  an  English  Frisate  stood  Close  in  with 
Cape  Hinlopen  and  is  Now  Standi^  to  the  Kast  North  Eaat 

Directed^ 
His  BxieeUeiiey  Joseph  Bead  Esq'. 


Adax  Hublit  to  Pbbb.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Easton,  October  18%  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Western' 
Army,  after  compleating  the  important  expedition,  arrived  safo  at 
this  place  a  few  days  since,  and  I  flatter  myself  they  have  fkr  more 
than  fully  snrpass'd  the  most  ssngnine  expectations  of  those  whose 
eyes  were  more  immediately  looking  on  as  for  saccess.-^A  fiill  narra* 
tive  of  oar  prooeedisgs,  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  traoamit  to 
yonr  Excellency  hope  it  came  to  hand. 

Capt.  Jackson  will  wait  on  yonr  Excellency  for  an  order,  for 
Stores  &c.,  for  the  use  of  my  Regiment — Inclosed  is  an  exact  return 
of  the  same.— *The  benefit  we  derived  from  yoor  generoos  Provisions 
(stores)  on  the  last  Campaign  demands  onr  moat  greatfal  aoknow« 
lodgements,  and  I  am  particularly  reqaested  to  return  the  Uumks  of 
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the  Begiment  to  your  Ezoenenoy,  for  the  great  attention  whidi  on 
all  OQOteions  joa  have  been  pleased  to  shew  them.  I  hope  their 
fdtore  oondnct  will  merrit  a  oootinoanoe  of  your  favonrs. 

Itie  stUl  oat  ofoor  power  to  pay,  for  the  last  supply  of  storefl, 
owing  to  our  not  reoeivine  nay,  for  a  number  of  months  past.  I 
ezpeot  shortly  the  pay  of  the  Besimenty  when  the  proper  stopagea 
diaU  be  made,  and  the  mony  for  the  stores  transmitted. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be  with  greatest 

esteem  your  Ezoell^  most  ob.  h.  Serv* 

AD-.  HUBLBT,  Jr.,  Lt  Colo. 

Com.  11**  P».  Bcg«. 

A  Betum  of  the  Offioers  'of  my  Begiment^  agreeable  to  your 
request,  was  transmitted  to  your  Bxeellenoy  by  Oen'  Hand,  within 
these  few  days,  hope  it  has  reached  you,  before  this. 

His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed  Bsq'  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  Phjladelphiai'  . 


Gsy.  JoHK  SuLLiVAK  TO  Pkes.  Bbjbd,  1779. 

Head  Quartan,  Xkurion,  OoCober  IS^,  1779. 
Bir, 

The  Army  under  my  Command  arrived  here  on  Fryday  &  was  to 
march  for  Head  Quarters  on  monday  but  his  Exoellenoy  Signified 
his  pleasure  that  I  should  remain  'at  this  phoe  for  a  few  Days.  The 
Inhabitants  of  this  County  had  agreed  to  furnish  me  with  wageons 
on  monday  but  it  now  being  unoertain,  when  I  Shall  move  &  there 
being  a  possibility  that  Some  Disappointment  may  happen  for  want 
of  Teams  I  must  beg  the  Executive  Council  to  forward  me  a  warrant 
or  warrants  for  one  hundred  waggons.  I  am  in  hopes  that  I  Shall 
not  want  to  use  the  warrants  «s  the  people  may  Supply  me  of  thelz 
own  Accord  in  which  Case  I  shall  return  the  warrants  to  your 
Excellencey.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  due  Bespect  y  Exc* 
most  obed*  Serv^^ 

JN«.  SULLIVAN. 

JPrectedf 

On  publiok  Service. 

His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  BxeouUve 
Couneil  Pennsylvania. 
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Pbbs.  09  GoNQ&BSS  TO  Pbbb.  Bsed,  1779. 

GiioiilAr. 

Philadelphia,  Oct  20, 1779. 
Pir, 

Yoa  will  reoeire  aaolofled  herewith,  an  Aot  of  GoogreeB  of  this 
day,  leoummending  to  the  several  States,  that  Thursday,  the  ninth 
«f  JDeoember  next,  be  appointed  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  sentiments  of 

esteem  and  regard. 

Your  Ezoellency*8  hum'  serv*, 

SAM'L  HUNTINQTON, 


IHrecied,  "^^ 

(On  public  service.) 

To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Proclamation  ov  Cokgeisss  fob  TnANKSQiviKa  Bat, 

1779. 

Ptoolamation. 

Whereas  it  becomes  us  humbly  to  approach  the  Throne  of 
Almighty  God  with  gratitude  and  praise  for  the  wonders  which  his 
goodness  has  wrought  in  conducting  our  forefathers  to  thia  western 
world;  for  his  protection  to  them,  and  to  their  posterity,  amid 
difficulties  and  wgers ;  for  raising  us,  their  Ghfildren,  from  deep 
dbtress  to  be  numbered  amon^  the  nations  of  the  earth ;  and  for 
arming  the  hands  of  just  and  mighty  princes  in  our  deliverance ;  and 
especially  for  that  he  hath  been  pleased  to  grant  us  the  enjoyment 
of  health,  and  so  to  order  the  revolving  seasons  that  the  earth  hath 
produced  her  increase  in  abundknoe,  blessinff  the  labours  of  the  hus- 
bandmen, and  spreading  plenty  through  the  land;  that  he  hath 
prospered  our  Arms,  and  those  of  our  Ally ;  been  a  shield  to  our 
troops  in  the  hour  of  danger,  pointed  their  swords  to  Victory,  toki 
led  them  in  triumph  over  the  bulwarks  of  the  foe ;  that  he  hath 
gone  with  those  who  went  out  into  the  Wilderness  against  the  savase 
tribes ;  that  he  hath  stayed  the  hand  of  the  spoiler,  and  turned  bade 
his  meditated  destruction ;  that  he  hath  prospered  our  Commerce, 
and  given  success  to  those  who  fought  the  enemy  on  the  hce  of  the 
deep;  and  above  all,  that  he  hath  diffosed  the  glorious  light  of  the 
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Gospel,  wbeMby,  throagh  the  meritg  of  our  gnoioiifl  Bedeemer,  W9 
may  become  the  heirs  of  his  eternal  glory;  TherefoT6| 

Resolyed, 

That  it  be  recowuiended  to  the  several  States  to  appoint  Thursday, 
the  ninth  of  December  next,  to  be  a  day  of  pablio  and  solenm 
thanksgiving  to  almighty  God  for  his  mercies,  and  of  prayer  for  the 
Oontinuance  of  his  favour  and  protection  to  these  United  States ;  to 
beseech  him  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  iofluenoe  our 
public  Gounoils  and  bless  them  with  wisdom  from  on  high,  witb 
unanimity,  firmness  and  success ;  that  he  would  go  forth  with  oar 
hosts,  and  Crown  our  arms  with  Victory ;  that  he  would  grant  to 
his  Church  the  plentiful  effusions  of  divine  grace,  and  pour  out  his 
holy  i^irit  on  all  minbters  of  the  Gospel ;  wat  he  would  bless  and 
prosper  the  means  of  education,  and  spread  the  light  of  Christian 
knowledge  through  the  remotest  Comers  of  the  earth ;  That  he  would 
smile  upon  the  kbours  of  his  people,  and  cause  the  earth  to  bring 
forth  her  fruits  in  abundance,  tnat  we  may  with  gratitude  and  gbi£ 
ness  enjoy  them ;  That  he  would  take  into  his  holy  protection  our 
illustrious  AUy,  give  him  viotory  over  his  enemies^  and  render  him 
signally  great  as  the  father  of  his  people,  and  the  protector  of  the 
rights  of  mankind ;  That  he  would  graciously  be  pleased  to  turn  the 
hearts  of  our  enemies,  and  to  dispense  the  blessings  of  peace  to  con- 
tending nations ;  that  he  would  in  mercy  look  down  upon  us,  pardon 
all  our  Mns,  and  receive  us  into  his  favour ;  and  finally,  that  be  woold 
establish  the  Independence  of  these  United  States  upon  the  basis  of 
religion  and  virtue,  and  support  and  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment 
of  peace,  liberty  &  safety. 

Done  in  Congress  the  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eeven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  and  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  Independence  of  the  Uoited  States  of  America.* 

SAM'L  HUNTINGTON,  Presideni 
Attest, 

CHA,  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Sbq'y  Matlaok  to  Absl  JameSi  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Octeb'  20, 1779. 
Sir, 

Col.  Strouds  letter  to  me  respecting  the  salt  seised  by  the  Agents  of 
the  state.  I  have  laid  before  the  Council  and  represented  his  case  as 
fully  as  it  is  my  power  to  do.  The  Council  are  of  opinion  that  they 
oannot  order  the  salt  to  be  delivered  to  him  without  subjecting  the 

*  See  Col.  R«o.  Vol.  XIL,  page  146. 
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pnbliok  to  many  inoonTenieoo^p  by  the  precedent^  and  therefore 
cannot  eomply  with  this  request. 

The  respect  which  I  feel  for  Col.  Strond  indaoes  me  to  wish  it  had 
been  in  my  power,  consistent  with  the  general  interest  of  the  statoy 
to  have  obtained  his  request.    I  did  hope  it  but  am  disappointed. 

With  due  respect 

I  am  your  Friend 

ft  very  hmnUe  servant 

T.  MATLACK,  Secy. 

Dtrectedf 

M'  Abel  James. 


Pbbs.  Brbo  to  Colo.  Wiu^  &a  ,1779. 

Oentlemeni 

Notwithstanding  our  positiTe  Orders  ft  Authorities  with  which  we 
have  inyested  you,  we  are  informed  that  some  Persons  do  sell  Salt 
out  of  Vessels.  I  do  request  yon  to  exert  yourselves  to  prevent  it,  ft 
hope  you  will  enable  me  to  a{^Nrehend  any  Persons  who  thus  trUa 
with  the  Interest  ft  Necessities  of  the  publick. 

I  Am  informed  there  is  now  a  Vessel  below  the  Draw  Bridge, 
which  has  sold  Salt  on  private  Account  &  yet  continues  so  to  do.  1 
must  roqueet  your  Interposition  ft  take  the  Salt  into  your  immediate 
Possession  it  being  our  fixed  fiesolution  to  put  a  stop  to  such 
Practices. 

I  am  OenUemen 

your  Obed.  H'bbl  Servt 

JOS.  REED, 

President. 
Connenl  Chamber, 

Oct  20, 1779. 

Dtreetedf 
To  Col.  Will,  Oeorge  Heniy,  Matthew  Irwin,  Col.  Cox,  &c. 
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P&B8.  BssDy  TO  Jambs  OaAWVORDy  ftc,  1779. 

In  CouDoili 

P*  October  20th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Yoar  Petition  &  State  of  the  Oonnty  of  Northnmberland  hu  been 
dalj  received  bj  the  Hand  of  M'  Crawford  &  attended  to.  In  con- 
sequence thereof  &  of  the  Neoesity  of  providing  for  vonr  Safety  we 
have  applied  to  the  Board  of  War  for  an  Order  to  detach  150  Men 
of  the  Force  left  at  Wyoming  to  Snnbury  from  whence  they  will 
take  such  Stations  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  you  and  the  oommanding 
Officers  so  as  to  give  most  effectaal  Support  &  Protection  to  the  dia- 
tressed  Inhabitants— Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  best  to  rebuild  Fort 
Muncy  &  Fort  Jenkins,  but  this  is  left  to  your  J  udgment  as  being  more 
competent  Judges  of  the  Circumstances  &  Situation  of  the  County. 
We  have  it  much  at  Heart  to  give  you  all  the  Security  which  Cir- 
cumstances will  admit  &  hope  you  will  keep  us  constantly  informed 
of  the  Appearances  &  State  of  things  with  you. 

You  will  communicate  this  Letter  to  the  GenUemen  of  the  County 
as  an  Answer  to  their  Petition. 

lam 

Sir  your  Obed.| 

H'bble  Serv't 

J.  BEED,  Presid. 


Seo*7  Matlace  to  A.  James  Mobbis,  1779. 

Philad*,  Octb*  20, 1779. 
Sir,      . 

His  Excellency,  G«nl.  Washington,  has  called  on  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  for  1600  men,  to  co-operate  with  him  and  our  good 
allies  of  France,  in  the  present  important  crisis.  These  troops  will 
be  commanded  by  His  Excellency,  Oeneral  Beed,  who,  of  course, 
stands  in  need  of  an  Adjutant  Oeneral  for  the  state  on  this  occasion. 

Knowing  your  abtfities,  and  that  the  Adjutant,  whoever  he  may 
be,  will  be  of  the  Oeneral's  &mily,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  men- 
tion your  Name  to  him  as  qualified  for  this  service,  and,  by  his 
order,  now  communicate  it  to  you.  The  appointment  will  be  hon- 
ourable, attended  with  very  little  ezpence,  and  I  am  confident  will 
be  made  as  sgreeable  to  you  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of 
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ahoold  ^n  not  be  ander  engagements  ineensistent  with  the  aooept- 
ance  of  it 

The  bearer  is  sent  express  in  order  to  obtain  yonr  answw,  you 
will  therefore  please  to  let  me  know  your  resolution  on  this  snbjeet 
The  General  proposes  to  take  the  field  about  the  middle  of  next 
week.    I  am^  with  great  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 

'  T,  M.,  Seo'y. 


Skc'y  Matlack  to  Capt.  Harding,  1779. 

Gap*  Harding  of  the  ship  Confederacy. 
Sir, 

Complaint  has  been  made  to  the  Supreme  ExecntiTe  Council  of 
this  state,  that  you  have  impressed  a  number  of  men  belonging  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  among  them  many  married  men  and  landsmen. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Council  in  behalf  of  James 
Mean  in  particular,  who  has  a  wife  in  circumstances  which  require 
him  to  be  with  her,  and  the  Council  direct  me  to  request  you  will 
immediately  discharge  him. 

With  great  Respect, 

I  am  Your  very 

humble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Indorud. 
To  Cap*  Harding,  of  the  Confederacy.    Oct'  21, 1779. . 


Pre8.  Rbed  to  Pre8.  of  Cokgrsss,  1779. 

In  Council, 

PhUad%  October  21st,  1779. 
Sir, 

We  find  ourselves  under  an  indispensable  Necessity  to  request  the 
Interposition  of  the  Hon.  Body  over  which  you  preside  witbAespeot 
to  Capt.  Harding  of  the  Confederacy.  It  is  with  great  Eegret  we 
observe  that  the  Naval  Officers  of  the  United  States  m  a  very  special 
Manner  affect  an  Independanoy  of  the  Laws&  dvil  Government  of  the 
State,  &  tho  frequently  wrote  to  &  urged  to  conduct  themselves  with 
Respect  to  civil  Authority  k  Teudemess  to  the  People  many  Instances 
of  a  very  contrary  Spirit  could  be  manifested.  We  beg  leave  to  men- 
tion  a  very  late  one,  of  M'  Irwin  an  officer  on  board  the  Confederacy 
who  a  few  Days  ago  used  the  most  opprobrious  &  indecent  Language 
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cm  a  pnblio  Ocoamon,  both  of  the  State,  its  Anthoritj  ft  the  Char- 
actera  of  them  who  administer  government. 

But  th^  particular  Occasion  of  this  Address  is  the  Conduct  of  the 
Officers  of  that  Frigate  in  impressing  Seamen  k  Lands  men  with 
man  J  Circumstances  of  Hardship  k  Cruelty.  Our  Regard  to  the 
publick  Necessities  induced  us  to  connive  at  the  Practice  for  'some 
timetill  the  Abuse  of  it  occasioned  repeated  Protestations  t6  Capk 
Harding  who  has  never  thought  proper  to  paj  the  least  Regard  thereto. 
We  cannot  help  observing  how  mmilar  this  Conduct  is  to  that  of  the 
British  Officers  during  our  Subjection  to  Great  Brittain  &  are  per- 
suaded it  will  have  the  same  unhappy  effects  via.,  an  estcancement  of 
the  Affections  of  the  People  from  the  Authority  under  which  thej 
act  which  by  an  easy  Prc^ressioB  will  proceed  to  open  Opposilioa  to 
the  immediate  Actors  k  Bloodshed. 

We  are  informed  that  there  are  great  Numbers  of  married  Men 
impressed  on  return  Voyages  whose  fkmiliesare  suffering  in  this  City 
k  many  of  them  in  Irons  on  board  the  Frigate — The  Distress  to  the 
Trade  is  great,  but  that  cf  private  Families  is  much  greater  k  very 
derogatory  to  the  Principles  of  the  great  Contest  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged.  With  full  Expectation  k  Confidence  in  the  Attention 
of  Congress  k  Redress. 

I  remain  Sir 

with  the  greatest  Respect| 

Tour  Obed*  hum>»  Serv*, 

JOS  REED. 
Direetedf 

Honorable  Samuel  Huntingdon. 


Sharp  Delaht  ^o  Tkbs.  Bebd,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  should  be  happy  in  knowing  your  Pleasure,  respecting  the  Quar- 
ter Master  k  Adjutant's  departments.  The  TentSy  Waggons  and  Camp 
Equipage  of  different  sorts  wanted,  will  require  some  time  to  provide. 

1  have  an  industrious  &  carefuU  Acfjatant  (Ueut*  Evans)  who 
with  what  assistancCi  I  could  afford,  may  forward  k  have  sundry 
necesssries  in  readiness^  before  your  lixcellency  may  have  Your  Staff 
i^pointed. 

Any  directions  You  may  be  pleased  to  ^ve  respecting  the  Provi- 
ding or  applying  for  the  above,  I  should  I^  happy  in  receiving  and 
am  with  great  Respect, 

Your  Obed^  hum^  Serv^ 

SHARP  DSLANY. 

Thursday  2l8t  Oct.^  1779. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State. 
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Col.  Wm.  Coatb  io  Couhoil.    ' 

To  The  Sapveme  ExeoaiiTe  Council  of  the  Commonwealih  of 

Pennsylvania. 

Ottnilemen, 

I  Beg  leave  to  inform  yon  that  agreeable  fo  yoor  orders  I  have 
ealled  on  the  County  of  Phikd*  for  the  Clasaea  of  Mililn.  The  Re- 
tmma  firom  my  Sub  Lien*,  I  have  not  yet  Teeeived,  but  am  able  to 
make  a  Return  for  the  third  Battalion  of  said  County,  which  I  have 
under  my  own  Care.  Yesterday  agreeable  to  mj  order  the  two  Class- 
es of  said  Battalion  met  and  on  Calling  the  Role  I  found  out  of  One 
hundred  and  Seventy  two  whose  Tower  of  Duty  it  was  there  was  but 
Thirteen  agreed  to  March,  there  main  excuse  is  that  the  Bounty 
offered  is  not  Sufficient  for  the  support  of  there  Families  in  these 
absence. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  Remain 

Gentlemen  your  Hum^  Serv% 

Wm  coats  Lieu«,  C.  P. 
Philada,  Oct.,  2l8t  1779. 


^Seobbtabt  Matlaok  to  Pov.  Samuel  Adams,  1779. 

Philadelphia  Ootob"  ^i,  1779. 

'Briig  inftraied  that  the  tJotventlon  oT  your  State  have  imder 
Misideration  the  prineiple  of  representation,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  enolbse  you  Ae  law  of  iiaa  State  on  that  subject  founded 
em  our  Oooatitntion.  Agreeable  to  this  law  eaoh  Member  of  the 
Oeneral  Assembly  represents  about  750  Freemen. 

Before  the  passing  of  this  law,  when  the  number  of  taxables  was 
not  knowUi  eaoh  county  sent  six  membersi  and  it  was  feared  that 
the  small  eountieB  would  have  insisted  on  keeping  up  that  numbec^ 
if  not  have  made  a  difficulty  in  oomplying  with  the  true  spirit  of  the 
censtitution^  but  a  Otnend  election  has  beeen  held  thro'  ^e  Stat^ 
under  this  law,  with  a  degree  of  hamony  which  affords  a  pleasing 
prospect  of  unanimity  among  us. 

I  make  no  apology  for  the  freedom  I  have  used  in  this  case  be* 
cause  I  am  sure  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  I  am  in* 
duced  to  it  by  the  great  respect  with  which  I  am 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  M. 
Dirfctedf 

Hon'ble  Sam'l  Adams,  Esqr.,  Boston. 


764  PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVB8  1779. 


Jambs  Louohead  to  Pbbs.  Rsbd,  1779. 

Philad%  23  Oct.,  1779. 

Hay  it  Please  the  President  &  Conncili 

Three  Comp'"  of  Haliiia  are  Jost  Teturned  from  theire  Tear  of 
Datey  from  Billings  Port  &Fort  Mifflin.  I  find  it  will  take  Nearlej 
8iz  Thousand  Pounds  to  Pay  theire  Demands.  Beg  Gonnoil  to 
grant  an  order  on  the  Treasury  for  that  sum. 

I  am  with  Due  Bespect, 

The  Councils  Obd«  Hum^  Sery^ 

JAMES  LOUGHEAD. 

Direciedj 

His  Excellency  the  President^  &  Council  of  the  Commonwealtli  of 
Pensylvania. 


Pkbb.  Rbbd  to  Col.  Wm.  Coats,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  October  22nd,  1779. 

Sir, 

'  The  Fleet  under  his  Bxcdl^  the  Count  D^Bstaing  not  havuig  yet 
arrived  in  order  to  prosecute  the  intended  Expedition  ag^  the  Enemy 
with  which  the  MHitia  required  from  this  State  by  General  Waah- 
angton  were  designed  to  co-operate,  the  March  of  the  Troops  will  of 
course  be  postponed.-^ You  are  therefore  to  giye  them  Notice  to  con* 
tinue  in  readiness  at  a  Days  Warning  as  completely  equipped  as 
possible — ^The  Bendeavous  of  the  Troops  is  appointed  at  Trenton,  in 
New  Jersey,  such  of  the  Troops  therefore  as  in  Situation  are  more 
eontiguous  to  that  Place  will  on  receiying  Marching  Orders  proceed 
thither  by  the  most  direct  Boute— -These  Orders  yon  will  please  to 
oouTcy  with  all  possible  Dispatch. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serr., 

JOS.  BBED, 

President 
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T.  Matlack  to  Shkriff  Clatpoolb,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Goanoil  Order  me  io  inform  you,  that,  in  ecmaequenoe  of  a 
representation  Io  th^m  of  the  elate  of  his  health,  thejf  are  induced  to 
eonsent  to  the  enlargement  of  Peter  Miller  on  bail.  You  will  there- 
fore bring  him  with  his  bail  before  Council  immediately^  if  his  health 
will  admit,  if  not  that  his  bail  appear  before  Council. 

I  am,  &o.| 

T.  M.,  Sec'y.* 

Goto'  23, 1779. 


Prbs.  of  Oonqbbss  to  Paes.  Bbeb,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Octo'  28rd,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  21st  Instantf  was  Immediately  laid  befbre 
Congress. 

vfindos*  is  their  Act  of  yesterday  informing  the  proceedings  whjfA 
have  been  adopted  in  Consequence  thereof. 

I  am  with  great  Respect, 

your  Bz'*  Humble  Senr^, 

8AML.  HUNTINGTON,  President 

Directed^ 

For  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  P^resident  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Matthew  Irwin  &c.,  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Philad%  26*»^  October,  1779. 
Sir, 

Agreeable^to  your  Excellencys  orders,  we  now  take  the  liberty  of 
informing  yon,  that  we  have  possessed  ourselves  of  one  thousand 
Six  hundred  &  Thirty  seven  Bushells  Salt  on  ace*  of  the  State  which 
is  safely  Stored.  We  have  allso  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that 
allmost  every  person  from  whom  we  have  taken  Salt^  partioularly 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  149. 
t  See  page  761. 
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those  who  have  purohaaed  in  Jersey  at  a  high  prioe,  are  much  dis- 
satisfied, and  are  become  very  damorons  aboui  the  prioSy  they  asaert 
that  their  goods  are  taken  from  them  at  half  value  &c. 

We  allso  find  that  above  one  half  of  the  Salt  which  comes  to  this. 
City  is  either  privately  sold,  or  carried  to  Jetvej  in  the  night  not- 
widustaoiding  our  best  endeavours  to  prevent  it. 

'the  money  5(bieh  yon  furnished  us  with  is  now  ezpended,  and  we 
are  pressed  for  large  sums,  particularly  by  M'  John  Mease,  who  is 
this  day  oblidged  to  make  payment  to  the  State  Treasurer  for  confis- 
cated Lands,  we  therefore  request  you  will  give  us  a  draft  on  the 
Treasurer  for  about  qne  hundred  thousand  Pounds. 

As  the  People  are  dissatisfyed  respecting  the  price,  and  the  Salt 
continually  smugled  out  of  Town,  request  your  instructions  on  this 
head. 

We  are  your  Ezcellencys 

most  obd*  hum""  Serv**, 

MATH^  IRWIN, 
JAMES  HOOD, 
JOHN  M'OULLOH, 
JOHN  WILSON. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq'.,  President  of  the  State  of 
fillinsylirania. 


^     

Sbo*t  Matlace  to  Purchasebs  01*  Flour,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Ootob'  26*  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Council  have  received  information,  that  a  market  of  barter  is 
set  up  on  the  Jersey  Shore,  where  Salt  is  given  for  flour,  and  that 
quantities  of  flour  are  diuly  going  from  this  State  to  that  Market. 

The  Counpil  request  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  dis- 
appoint this  Mischievous  plan  by  watching  vigilantly  and  seizing 
every  barrel  of  Flour  which  may  appear  to  be  designed  to  be  aeni 
over  Delaware. 

I  un  with  great  respeet^ 

Tour  very  humble  Servant, 

T.  M-,  Sec'y. 

Directedf 
Commisslpners  for  Purchasing  Flonr,  Jw^ 
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9^*7  Matlock  xo  Coiu  HA0N£a,  1779; 

Pbilad.  Ootob.  28,  1779. 
To  Col.  Hagneri 

Sir, 

Yoa  will  please  to  proceed  to  the  State  Salt  works  in  New  Jersey 
and  take  the  same  into  y'  possession,  together  with  all  the  utensils 
and'every  thing  there  belonging  to  the  State.  Such  things  as  are 
of  a  perishable  nature,  or  which  will  be  liable  to  be  embezzled,  you 
will  dispose  of  by  Public  Sale,  or  otherwise,  as  you  shall  judge  mos^ 
advantageous.  The  Articles  which  you  may  find  it  proper  to  leave, 
vou  will  put  under  tl^e  care  of  some  respectable  person  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood Uvking  his  receipt  for  them  to  be  delivered  on  demand. 

By  Order  of  the  Council, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 


GoL.  L.  Nicola  to  Sbo'j  Matlaok,  1779. 

Ootob.  28tli,  1779. 

8% 

The  time  lor  which  the  wood  last  sent  me  \iff  theOommissary 
being  expired  as  per  account  underneath  I  beg  you  will  apply  to  his 
Excellency  &  the  Hon'"  Council  for  an  order  on  the  Comm^  for  a 
further  supply  &  you'll  oblige. 

8', 
Tour  very  humVle  Serv* 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

Bee'd  16th,  Mwuh^  4  cords. 

Allowance  cord  8tliB. 

March  80,  Two  weeks,  at  2  8  4 

Octob.  18,  Twenty  eight  weeks,  at  1  8  8      4 

4 

Directedf 

To  Timothy  Matlack  Esq',  or  Acting  Secretary  to  the  Honni>Ie 
Executive  Council. 
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MoOlbhaohan  &  Irwih  to  Pbb8.  Bbbb,  1779. 

Philad*,  28»  October,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  take  the  liberty  of  informing  yonr  Excellency,  that  the  Sale 
of  the  Priie  Ship  Minervas  Cargoe  of  drjredOod  Fish  comes  od  at 
Two  o'clock  this  afternoon.  As  Fish  is  not  wanted  for  the  use  of 
the  Army,  and  as  we  find  it  difficalt  to  procare  Cargoes  to  export, 
we  request  your  Bxcellency  will  give  us  permission  to  export  Hah. 
Your  answer  before  the  Sale  will  much  oblidge, 

Your  Exoellency's 

most  obd^  ft  veiy  humble  8erv% 

BLAIR  M'CLENACHAN 
SAML.  MORRIS  Jun., 
MATH^  IRWIN. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Geit.  Jonjr  Sullivan  to  Pbkb.  Bbsd,  1779. 

Baston,  October  23, 1779. 
Sir, 

I  was  Last  Evening  Honored  with  the  Recc*  of  an  Act  of  your 
Executive  Council  &  the  Inclosed  warrants  for  procuring  Teams  to 
move  the  Western  Army,  previous  to  the  Reoc'  of  which  the  volno- 
tary  Exertions  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  had  superseaded 
the  necessity  of  them  ft  the  Army  was  on  its  march  one  Day  before 
the  warranto  Came  to  hand,  I  therefore  Return  the  warranto  with 
my  Sincen  thanks  to  the  Honorable  the  Executive  Council  for  their 
particular  attention  in  This  &  Several  other  Instonces  to  Remedy 
the  Inconvenience  &  Supply  the  wanto  of  the  western  Army. 
I*  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 

great  Respect  Sir 

ypur  most  obedient  Servant. 

JN».  SULLIVAN, 

Directed^ 
Hon.  Tim*  Hatlack  E8q^ 
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CofL.  Lewis  Nicola  xo  Prxs.  Kbsd,  1779. 

Sir, 

Two  deserters  from  2'  Battalion  of  Jersy  YoIunteerSi  left  Yer- 
planks  point  last  Wednesday  was  a  week ;  say  the  garrison  consisted 
of  Robinson's  Corps,  about  100  of  the  71**  and  about  30  of  the 
artillery.  The  informants  with  some  others  being  draughted  from 
Bobinson's  as  additionals  to  the  latter  the  evening  preceding  the  night 
tliey  deserted,  they  assisted  in  embarking  one  18  and  one  six 
pounder  at  which  time  the  Cannon  on  Stony  Point  was  embarking, 

^       I  am  with  respect 

Your  Sxcellenqy'a 

MostObed^  BamVSer?*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

October  29%  1779. 
Directedf 

To  His  Ezoellenoy  Joaeph  Reed  Bresideni  of  the  SUte. 


CoMMBS.  POE  PROcuRiNa  Salt  TO  Pkes.  Reed,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  have  been  Informed,  U>at  Cap*  Guion  imported  from  & 
Thomas's  one  thousand  Bnaheis  of  Salt,  your  Exeeliy  will  observe 
the  Commisa'*  have  reeeived  only  five  hundred  &  twenty  Bushels  of 
the  above  agreeable  to  the  inclosed  return  of  all  Salt  Collected  to 
this  day ;  We  are  very  much  of  opinion  there  is  some  fraud  in  this 
matter,  notwithstanding  Some  Indulgencies  shewn  him,  as  a  Stranger, 
by  the  Hon^^*  the  Executive  Couttoll'-<-IK  Harris  has  not  returned 
the  Schooner  with  the  Salt. 

The  Commissioners  conceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  give  the  above 
hint  respecting  Mess'*  Ouion  &  Harris,  that  the  Hon^'"  the  Ooonoil 
may  Act  as  their  wisdom  &  prudence  ahali  think  proper. 

We  are  sir 

your  Obed«  humble  ser*" 

for  Commiss**, 

BOB".  AITKEN  Seer. 
Pbilad^.,  29  Oct%  1779. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Ezcell'  Josepb  Beed  President  of  Council. 
Vol.  Vn.— 38 
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FjBlfS.  BiBD  TO  Coil*  A.  LoCflBT^  VI79. 

In  Council, 

Pa.)  October  30th|  1779. 

Sir, 

Tour  fiiToar  of  the  15th  Instant  was  delivered  me  by  Captain 
Irwin,  which  I  shall  now  answer  particnlarlj.  Mr.  Armstrongs  and 
Mr.  Jamesons  Commissions  are  sent  by  Captain  Irwin.  We  have 
also  directed  Mr.  Carson,  at  Carlisle,  to  procare  what  necessaries  he 
can  for  those  companies  of  Rangers.  He  took  up  from  hence  80 
blankets,  and  Captain  Irwin  this  day  had  an  order  for  40  more. 
Shoes  Mr.  Carson  has  at  Carlislei  I  irfways  thought  we  had  wrote 
you  fuUy,  ve^ng  you  with  the  power  to  station  Captain  Irwina 
company  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers ;  but  if  this  omission  hap- 
pened it  was  supplied  by  orders  to  the  Captains  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties  where  it  was  supposed 
their  services  would  be  most  necessary.  It  is  the  clear  reseiutioa 
of  the  Coonoil  that  this  ehould  be  the  eaaa  and  that  Gaptaia  Irfrin 
receive  directions  from  you  as  to  his  station.  At  the  same  time  it 
b  our  wish  and  desire  that  if  offensive  operations  are  going  foaward 
against  the  savages  (which  in  our  opinion  give  the  best  protection} 
you  would  pay  a  due  regard  to  Colonel  Broadhead  or  any  other 
Commandant  of  that  department  who  should  desire  their  assistance. 
To  the  above  purpose  I  have  wrote  Colonel  Broadhead  by  this  oppor- 
tunity, and  request  you  to  endeavour  to  preserve  harmony  and  ^ 
good  understanding  in  all  respects  as  one  of  the  most  effectual  means 
te  promote  the  publiek  service.  Both  the  Oouncil  and  myself 
receive  with  great  satisfaction  gratefnl  returns  of  the  good  people  of 
the  County,  and  as  we  shall  not  remit  oureare  and  attention  to  thttr 
aafety  and  welfare  it  will  give  ns  great  plasore  to  see  them  again 
happily  settled  in  tbeir  dwellings  and  freed  from  their  oroel  di»- 
tnrbers. 

Yon  w31  see  by  the  Votes  whtdi  accompany  this  that  the  acoounti 
of  Captain  Jacks  and  Captain  Stokeys  Companies  were  veeomnended 
to  the  Assembly  in  omr  message;  and  I  am  mformed  that  something 
was  done  therein  which  was  satisfactory  to  yonr  members,  hut  an 
Illness  which  I  had  at  the  close  of  the  sesnona  prevented  my  get|ag 
more  full  information. 

I  have  directed  the  Clerk  taaond  you  the  last  news  papers  and 
the  laws  and  votes  of  the  session,  which  I  hope  will  reach  you  safely 
and  give  you  some  Idea  of  what  is  passing  in  this  part  of  the  Worlo. 
Out  affiura  generally  wear  a  favourable  aspect  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  this  winter  will  produce  some 
measures  towards  stopping  the  fiarther  effusion  of  human  blood. 

We  expect  hourly  to  hear  that  the  French  fleet  have  rid  the 
Southern  Statea  ^  the  brttish  fbrces  and  restored  6^i|;ia  to  the 
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Union.    Our  last  aoocmnts  from  thMod  wen  so  ftvoaTmUer»  thit'wn 
can  hardly  doubt  Ifaat  bj  this  time  the  whole  Bridah  Army  xa  that 

Stter  is  in  onr  hands.  The  enemylhave  evaooatod  their  poata  on 
North  river  and  retired  to  New  York.  Domeslie  broik  aeem  to 
be  somewhat  more  composed  than  formerly,  and  if  we  are  wise 
enough  to  know  oar  own  Interests  I  hope  we  may  be  a  happy  and 
prosperous  People. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  friend  and  humble  serrant, 

JOSEPH  £EED. 


Prbb.  Rbbd  to  Col.  Baodhbad,  1779. 

In  Conndly 

Ph.,  October  80tb,  1779. 

Sir, 

Sinee  I  wrote  you  by  yonr  son  I  have  received  yonr  fiivonr  of  the 
9th  loetant.  I  am  sorry  to  find  any  difference  of  opinion  has  arose 
between  yon  and  the  County  Lieutenants  respeeting  the  deatiDatioB 
of  the  Corps  of  Bangers.  They  are  %  body  of  Men  raised  by  Coi^ 
gress  at  the  express  desire  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers.  The  whole  to  be  executed  by  the  Supreme 
Bxecutiye  Council.  In  these  ciroometanoes  and  not  being  personally 
acquainted  with  those  stations  where  they  might  be  moet  usefull,  we 
put  them  under  the  dtreetion  of  the  I^utenanta  of  the  Counties 
where  it  wae  supposed  they  would  be  necessary.  Colonel  Loehry 
therefore  was  justified  in  his  eUim ;  but  nt  tbe  same  time  it  is  oar 
wish  and  desire  that  in  eaae  of  any  offeneive  operatioBS  or  partioular 
exigence  they  may  be  employed  against  the  Common  enemy.  To 
this  purpose  we  have  wrote  him  and  doubt  not  he  will  fully  conform 
to  any  request  you  may  make  him  on  this  head.  But  there  aie  many 
reaeens  that  would  make  it  inconvenient  to  consider  them  as  common 
Continental  troops,  and  especially  if  n  resignation  as  menti<med  in 
your  former  letter  or  any  otbor  eiroumstance  should  occasion  a 
Change  in  the  Command  of  the  department.  They  might  in  such 
ease  he  drawn  off  from  our  frontiers  not  only  occasionally  but  con- 
stantly, and  defeat  the  design  with  which  they  were  raised.— They 
are  now  better  supplied  than  when  you  wrote.  Shoes  ai\^  blankets 
having  been  forwarded  for  them. 

The  regulations  and  arvangements  of  the  army  which  yon  seem  to 
want  have  never  been  published  that  I  have  seen  or  heard,  so  that 
the  expense  of  procuring  them  ia  not  ascertained,  and  of  Course  the 
information  of  its  taking  nU  the  pay  of  the  Ofioeis  to  purchase  them 


772  PSNN8TLTANIA  ARCHIVES  1779. 

18  pfranatare.    I  have  no  doubt  when  published,  Oottgratt  wiU  fop- 
Disfa  their  Offioen  with  them  in  Bome  proper  mauser. 

Oaptain  Mclutire  having  passed  on  to  Camp  after  leaving  your 
letter,  and  he  not  being  mentioned  to  me  as  sent  down,  I  was  much 
sarprinsd  a  few  days  ago  to  learn  that  he  was  here  with  a  party  of 
horse  to  esoort  the  eloathing,  and  he  has  sinoe  expressed  some  dia- 
satisfaction  at  being  detained.  But  this  is  unavoidable  and  unreft- 
sonable,  for  if  those  who  send  and  those  who  are  sent  do  not  inform 
us,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  know  how  to  trsnsact  the  business. 
Had  you  mentioned  him  In  your  letter  to  me,  or  had  he  in  his  way 
to  Camp  made  known  the  design  of  coming,  all  would  have  been 
prepared  by  this  time,  and  he  might  hsve  taken  the  benefit  of  the 
very  fine  weather  which  prevailed  for  some  time  past.  As  soon  as 
I  was  informed  of  the  errand  he  came  upon,  orders  were  iesued  to 
the  Clothier  to  get  ready  the  Cloathing  for  both  Officers  and  Men, 
tho  our  having  no  returns  of  either  will  make  it  a  blindfold  piece  of 
business.  All  tho  other  regiments  have  given  in  a  list  of  their 
Officers,  specifying  their  presence  or  absence,  and  also  of  the  strength 
of  the  regiments.  From  your  letters  and  other  circumstances  your 
regiment  has  been  fixed  at  24  Officers  and  250  privates,  for  which 
number  cloathing  is  prepared  and  will  be  forwarded.  As  it  has 
been  procured  at  an  amazing  expenoe  and  with  much  difficulty,  we 
hope  it  will  be  satisfaetory.  For  you  may  be  assured  it  was  out  of 
eur  power  to  do  more  under  the  embarrassing  circumstances  of  our 
trade  and  the  many  other  impediments  with  which  we  have  been 
obliged  to  struggle. 

The  state  of  our  treasury  at  present  does  not  admit  the  sending 
money  as  desired  in  the  postscript  of  your  letter ;  but  if  it  did  I 
entreat  you  to  consider  the  impropriety  of  it  without  some  accounts 
or  vouchers  laid  before  us.  I  also  imsgine  you  are  under  some 
mistake  with  respect  to  the  money  due  for  recruiting  men.  There 
has  been  a  distioction  observed  in  the  main  Army  between  engaging 
those  again  whose  times  had  expired,  and  enlisting  at  large,  the 
circumstances  have  varied  /so  much  that  the  Officers  here  have  not 
ohiimed  the  sum  allowed  equally — the  Congress  bounty  only  having 
been  allowed  in  the  first  case  and  both  bounties  in  the  other. 

Sinoe  the  evacuation  of  the  posts  on  the  North  river  no  new  event 
has  happened  there.  We  are  in  hourly  expectation  of  the  Count  ly 
Estaing,  of  whose  arrival  and  partial  success  in  Georgia,  by  capturing 
the  enemys  shipping  we  have  heard.  We  are  every  moment  in 
expectation  of  advice  that  the  whole  British  force  in  that  quarter 
are  in  his  and  General  Lincolns  possession. 

News  ^om  Europe  we  have  none  important,  there  are  reports  that 
there  has  been  an  engagement  between  the  Combined  fleets  and  that 
of  England  in  which  the  latter  has  been  worsted,  but  I  imagine  they 
have  proeeeded  from  the  capture  of  the  Ardent^  a  74  Gun  ship,  on 
her  passage  to  join  the  British  fleet. 

Oar  affairs.have  a  prosperous  appearance  both  at  home  and  abnwd 
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except  what  regards  our  motiej — and  as  the  State  Doctors  are  at 
work  we  may  hope  that  tho  it  has  a  sickly  aspect  it  may  recover. 
My  compliments  to  Colonel  Bayard  if  with  yoa^  and  am, 

Dear  8ir» 

your  obedient  &  very  humble  servant, 

JOS.  BBED. 


JUDQBS  OP  SUPREMB   CoURT  TO  PbES.  ReSD,   1779, 

Sir, 

Inclosed  herewith  yon  will  receive  the  Records  of  the  attainders 
of  eight  unhappy  Wretches  for  Felonies,  who  have  been  sentenced 
in  Cumberland  and  York  Counties.  As  all  punishments  are  intended 
for  the  reformation  of  the  Parties  offendioff,  or  by  example  to  deter 
others  from*  the  commission  of  the  like  Crimes,  and  as  we  are  of 
opinion  that  three  of  the  Criminals,  to  wit,  George  Fletzer  &  Robert 
Story  for  Murder,  and  Thomas  Pedley  for  Burgkury,  if  their  lives 
are  spared,  may  yet  reform  and  become  useful  members  of  society, 
we  are  induced  to  recommend  them  to  your  Excellency  and  the 
Council  for  Mercy.  The  two  first,  it  is  true,  stand  attainted  for 
Murder,  but  the  Malice  in  their  Cases  was  only  by  implication  of 
Law.  Fletzer  gave  but  one  blow,  but  it  was  with  a  Club  of  such  a 
size  &  laid  on  in  such  a  manner  as  would  naturally  occasion  death, 
and  tho'  given  in  a  sudden  guBt  of  passion  &  immediately  after 
receiving  a  push  from  the  deceased,  yet  the  Court  directed  &  the 
Jury  found  these  Circumstances  were  not  sufficient  to  extenuate  the 
Crime  from  Morder  to  Manslaughter  ;  the  other,  Robert  Story,  was 
standing  as  a  Centry  to  guard  the  Magazine  at  Carlisle,  and  after 
challenging  three  times  (as  he  says,)  but  of  whieh  there  was  no 
proof,  he  discharged  his  Musket  in  so  incautious  a  manner  that  he 
killed  the  deceased  when  walking  the  Streets  in  company  with 
many  others  about  the  Hour  of  nine  o'Clock  at  the  latest ;  the  de« 
ceased  he  had  never  seen  before.  Thomas  Pedley 's  youth,  and  bis 
having  a  room  in  the  day  time  in  the  House  broken,  added  to  its 
being  his  first  offeqce  that  we  could  hear  of,  plead  in  his  behalf. 
We  are  Sir,  with  the  utmost  regard, 

your  Excellency's  &  the  Councils' 

most  obedient  humble  Servants, 

THO  M^^KEAN, 
WILL.  ATLEE. 

Tork  Town,  October  30th^  1779. 

JOirectedj 

ExeelleDCj  Joseph  Reed,  Esquiiei  President  &o. 
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Hon.  Jbbbb  Boot  to  Prbs.  Rbbb,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  1"«  November,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  ComnriflBRry  General  of  Purchaees  has  Orders  to  oontraet  for 
a  Supply  of  Floor  for  the  Carrenl  Year  not  to  exceed  two  hundred 
thousand  Barrels,  on  the  most  reasonable  Terms.  Of  this  quantity 
it  is  expected  your  State  will  furnish  seventy  thousand  Barrels. 

The  exhausted  Condition  of  our  Magaxines,  and  the  pressing  wants 
of  the  Army,  call  for  the  Yisoroas  Esertions  of  the  powers  of  your 
State  to  aid  &  facilitate  Col.  Blaine,  Deputy  Commissary  General, 
(who  will  wait  on  your  Exoelleney  with  this)  in  supplying  the  neces- 
sities of  the  Army  with  Bread,  &  preventing  the  most  disagreeable 
ConsequenoeB. 

Yomr  knowledge  of  the  puUio  wants,  &  your  known  Zeal  in  pro- 
noting  the  Common  Weal,  supercedes  the  necessity  of  meationiBg 
any  other  Consideration  to  engage  your  Attention  &  InfluouM. 

I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  Convmittee  of  Gongresa  on  the  OommisaiTj 
b  Quarter  Master  General's  I)epartm<*, 

Yomr  £xcellen<^s 

Most  Obed*  &  most  Hble,  Serv*, 

JBSSE  BOOT. 
His  Ezeellenoy  Joseph  Bead|  Esquire. 


Ban.  Faanklin  to  P&Ba.  Sbbi^  1779. 

PaKQT,  Nov.  !•«,  1779. 
Sir, 

A  Gentleman  from  Holland,  one  of  the  Senators  of  Ziviemce,  M. 
Van  Noemor,  being  desirous  of  settling  in  our  State  with  his  family, 
and  being  well  recommended  to  me,  as  a  Person  of  Character,  for 
Learning  &  Virtue,  and  likely  to  make  a  good  &  useful  Citizen,  I  beg 
leave  to  present  him  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  request  for  him  those 
Civilities  and  that  Protection  which  you  have  Pleasure  in  affording  to 
Strangers  of  Merit.  The  lovers  of  Liberty  in  all  Parts  of  Europe, 
begin  to  cast  their  Eyes  on  our  State,  whose  Constitution  they  admire, 
and  meditate  a  Removal  thither  as  soon  as  Peace  shafl  render  a  Pas- 
sage more  safe  for  themselves  and  Families,  &  the  Conveyance  of  their 
Substance  more  secure.  I  am  persuaded,  by  the  numbers  of  Letters 
I  have  received  on  this  Subject,  that  we  shall  have  a  great  Nnmber 
of  wealthy  People  with  their  Circles  of  Acquaintances,  and  Relations. 
The  Hospitality  and  Friendly  Reoeptions  reputable  Settlers  from  any 
Country  meet  with  SBMH^  is»  wi^  hftve  its  osnal Effeotaia  enoouagm 
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uttea  to  follow.  And  I  therefore,  ai  weii  m  vpon  bis  emi  Aeeoimt^ 
hope  that  oar  Goaairj  will  be  made  agreeable  to  thia  Oentlemen.*— 
With  great  Eateenii  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Bir, 

Tour  EzoeUency^B  moat  obedient 

&  most  humble  Senraot, 

B.  FfiANELIN. 

Passj,  in  France,  Nov.  1*^,  1779.    From  Doct'  EraBklin,  Seoem- 
mending  M.  Van  Noemor  to  the  Protection  of  this'  State. 


Akdbbw  Eagelihe  to  Pass.  Reed,  1779. 

Rockhill,  Bucks  County,  Nov.  !•«,  1779. 
Sir, 

Having,  aooording  to  the  Orders  of  the  Executive  Oounoil  of  thia 
State,  caSed  forth  the  two  Olaaeet  of  my  Battalioo,  the  same  being 
the  third  of  Backs  County,  and  likewise  held  the  Day  of  Appeal^ 
agreeable  to  Law,  and  Whereas,  the  Ezecutive  Council  desired  to 
cive  the  same  the  earliest  Notice  of  the  Numbers  that  eould  be 
depended  on  to  turn  out  on  this  Call,  and  also  the  Number  which 
the  said  Called  forth  Classes  bear ;  Therefore,  I  give  here  a  true 
Aooount  of  the  said  two  Classes ;  the  Whole  of  the  men  amount  to 
136 ;  and  of  the  said  Numbers  that  can  be  depended  on  to  torn  oiU 
to  serve  their  Tower  of  Duty,  may  be  about  30  men. 

I  ami  SuTi  your  moat 

*  obedient  &  humble  Servant, 

ANDREW  KACKMNB,  S.  L. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President,  at  Philadelphia. 


GoL.  Lewis  Nioola  to  Pass.  Rebb,  1779, 

Sir, 

Two  deserters  of  the  Corps  of  Hussars  lefi  the  pickett  out  side  of 
Kings  bridge,  last  Sunday  was  a  week,  with  their  horses  ^  arms ; 
they  say  that  a  pickett  of  a  subaltern  &  6  horse  men  is  daily  sent 
out  to  a  hill  on  the  continent  on  firing  a  morning  gun,  &  returns  to 
the  island  at  the  evening  gun,  which,  with  the  Hessian  Yagers,  horse 
&  foot  about  800,  &  a  guard  of  Hessians  in  redoubt  N'  8,  aro^all 
the  troops  on  the  continent  side  of  the  river ;  from  this  redoubt  there 
is  a  flying  bridge  made  to  swing  round  with  the  current  when  requisiteg 
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tlie  old  bridge  being  broken  down.    A  strong  work  is  ereeted 
4be  island  about  tbree  miles  from  fort  Washington,  nearer  the  bridge, 
well  supplied  with  artillery.     No  works  were  erepted  on  Long  island 
near  the  City ;  one  of  the  informants  has  lately  passed  that  ferrj. 
Permit  me  to  assure  yon,  that  I  am,  with  respecti 

Your  Excellencies 
••  Most  Obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M 
Nov  2-,  1779. 
Directedf 
His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State. 


ft 

Col.  Thos.  Habtlet  to  Council,  1778. 

Sunbnry,  Nov.  20%  1778.* 
Honoured  Sirs, 

Since  my  last  to  you,  of  the  14^  inst.  Affairs  faaye  had  a  favour* 
able  Change  in  this  Quarter. 

On  the  15*^  our  Troops  were  in  Motion — The  Enemy  had  dis- 
eovered  us. 

My  advance  Parties  got  quite  to' Wyoming — ^The  rest  of  the  Troops 
moving  forward  as — ^Circumstauees  would  admit. 

The  Barbarians  had  taken  a  number  of  Cattle,  between  Wyoming 
and  Nescopeek  but  have  been  obliged  to  leave  them  all  &  have  fled 
with  the  utmost  Precipitation.-* 

On  the  17^^  the  Communication  was  open  &  the  Boats  would 
arrive  at  Wyoming  the  Day  following,  with  44  Barrels  of  Flour,  a 
Quantity  of  ammunition  Salt  &o.,  under  a  proper  Convoy. 

If  the  other  Regiment  comes  to  Wyoming  so  that  we  may  be  able 
to  strengthen  the  other  Posts,  I  trust  the  Frontiers  will  be  pretty 
safe  during  the  winter. 

As  my  former  Letter  wos  something  alarming  I  give  you  the 
earliest  Intelligence  of  the  Change  of  the  Prospect. 

A  few  Indians  have  appeared  near  Muncy  and  in  Penn's  vally  we 
can  manage  those  well  enough.  • 

I  am  with  great  Respect 

your  most  obed* 

humble  Serv% 

THC  HARTLEY. 

2)ir€ctedf 

The  Honorable  The  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

By  Rob*.  Martin  Esq'. 

*  This  paper  ought,  according  to  its  date,  to  haTe  been  inserted  on  page 
94  of  this  Tolnme. 
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son,  209.  Letter  to  Mitchell,  216. 
Secretary  Matlack,  to,  respecting  a 
name,  223.  His  answer,  224.  Let* 
ter  from  John  Brown,  on  impeach- 
ment of,  226.  Board  of  War  de- 
clines calling  out  Militia  while  he 
commands,  230.  To  Board  of  War, 
resigning  his  command  in  Philadel* 
phia^  256.  Deposition  of  John  Gard- 
ner, wagoner,  241.  Passport  signed 
by,  262, 264.  Letter  to  John  Brown, 
270.  Share  of  the  Charming  Kancy, 
275.  Court  Martial  on,  327,  337, 
351,  406.  Letters  to  and  from,  370. 
Letters  from  Pres.  Reed  respecting, 
325,  327,  337,  347,  351,  380.  Pur- 
chase of  goods  in  Philadelphis,  his 
aid,  David  6.  Franks,  370.  Money 
borrowed,  449.  And  Mr.  Seagrove, 
450.  Letter  of  J.  D.  Sergeant,  on 
death  of  Jesse  Jordan,  abating  trial, 
743. 

Artillery  officers,  letter  to  Council, 
254. 

Artillery  BatalUon,  121, 1 35,  294,  839, 
393. 

Assembly,  letters  to  and  from,  77,  94, 
100,  191,  194,  195,  202,  712,  720, 
738.  Statement  of  cost  of  provisions 
and  clothing  for  State  Troops,  181. 

Assembly  resolutions,  Ac.  187, 195,  237, 
244,  269,  278,  284,  294,  295,  718, 
740,  741.  Letters  to  County  mem- 
bers of,  472.  Order  flour  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  poor,  740. 

Atlee,  Col.,  on  rank  of,  188.  Return 
to  the  line  opposed,  682.  To  pur« 
chase  flour,  674. 

Atioe,  Judge,  criminals  at  Torit,  773. 

Augusta,  Fort,  574. 

Avery,  John,  Jr.|  letter  from,  477. 
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Baltimore,  letter  to  Magistrates  of,  on 
sailors,  399. 

Barge  and  Tyng,  respecting  Salt»  728. 

Barton,  Rev.  Thomas,  aooepts  chap- 
laincy in  British  Regiment  at  Ifew 
York,  22«. 

Bayard,  John,  136,  189, 194,  811. 

Beahm,  Philip,  13. 

Bedford  County,  R.  Galbraith  resigns 
office  in,  99.  Case  of  Cnlbertson, 
186.  United  States  arms  to  Militia 
of,  202.  Captain  Clnggage  appointed 
to  a  Command  in,  296.  Letter,  B. 
Dougherty,  on  trial  at,  297.  Maga- 
zine for  provisions  at,  305.  Lt.  Piper, 
578.  Troops  for,  341,  370.  Affairs 
in,  446,  515,  534,  696.  Murders  by 
Indians,  534. 

Berks  County,  purchases  of  wheat 
ordered  in,  559. 

Bermndians,  distress  of,  apply  for  flour, 
Ac,  412.  Recommendation  of  Con- 
gress, 413. 

Bethlehem,  orders  for  wafers  sent  to, 
from  Philadelphia,  295. 

Billingsport,  claims  against,  140.  Visit 
of  President,  Ac.  to,  199,  200,  893. 
Troops  for,  270.  Gannon  for,  290, 
298.  Troops  Ac,  for,  339,  865,  366, 
369,  393,  425,  507,  673.  To  officers 
at,  respecting  embargo  aids,  409, 
424.  Officers  relieved,  502.  Orders 
about  vessels,  538.  Col.  McCulloh 
relieves  Col.  Proctor*s  Artillery  at, 
871.  Stores  wanted  at,  539.  Orders 
to  vessels,  537.  Return  of  Cannon 
at,  562. 

Bills  of  Credit,  (nnder  the  Crown) 
resolutions  of  Congress  respecting, 
154. 

Birthday  of  King  of  Frsnoe,  celebrated 
at  Philadelphia,  648.  ^ 

Blaine,  Col.  Ephraim,  Commiss'r  of 
purchases,  17.  Scarcity  of  flour, 
names  of  assistants,  707. 

Bland,  Col.  Theodore,  K.,  99,  107. 

Blythe,  Col.  Benjamin,  496. 

Board  of  War,  (Continental)  89,  90, 
98,  99,  101, 107,  201,  202,  227,  229, 
230,  232,  233,  25fi,  282,  284,  286, 
287,  289.  292,  305,  808,  312,  329/ 
SH2,  339*840,  375,  385,  387,  397, 
404,  418,  420,  421,  424,  437,  442, 
450,  454,  456,  459,  460,  469,  480, 
495,  496,  508,  538,  627,  640,  649, 
681,  691,  696,  709,  718,  719,  727, 
730,  731.    Resolution  of,  256. 

Boone,  Captain,  57,  Killed,  ct  Fort 
Freeland,  590,  010.  List  of  bis 
party,  610. 


Boston,  British  piisoB«rf  asci^  from, 

698,717, 
Boundary  between  Pennsylvania  asid 

Virginia,  309,  310,  441. 
Bounties,  355. 
Boyd,  Col.  Andrew,  97,  471.     Tak«Bi 

prisoner  at  For(  Washington,  3M^. 
Boyd,  Lt.  massacred  by  Indians,  723. 
Boyd,  1^.  murder  of  by  the  SmiUuip 

410. 
Boys,  Capt.  Nathan,  orders  to  prep««« 

for  President's  visit  to  fortifleationa^ 

200.    To  get  QaUles  rMMly,  240,  248; 

666. 
Bradford,  Wm.  <L  (JP.  M.)  6M. 
Bradford,  Thomas,  esoort  of  prisoDen^ 

566.    Pierfsion  for  prisoners,  T31. 
Brant,  Indians  does  misehief  al  Pen- 

nipaok,  to,  723. 
Brady,  Captain,  506. 
Brandywine,  wounded  at,  608. 
Brewer,  Colonel,  (Secretary  to  GeDcnl 

Sullivan)  724. 
Bridge,  on  Sehvylklll,  BslUVaii's,  1521 

196. 
Brodhead,  Gdl.  BaniM,  Letters  respect- 
ing state  of  frontiers,  466,  495.    Ao- 

oonnt  of  affairs  with  Indians,  565. 

Letters  to,  respecting  frontiers,  516^ 

621,  525,   541,   564,   569,  664,  70^ 

710,  7a  1, 
Brodhead,  Mr.  applies  fbr  Ltentenanej, 

606.    Reasons  for  decision  of  offieeri 

in  his  case,  660. 
Brown,  Col.  Alexander,  letter  to,  oi| 

non-eomplianee  with  orders,  515. 
Brown,  Col.  John,  on  Impeachment  of 

Arnold,  226,  271. 
Brooks,  Wm.,  Town  MiO<>'  of  Torl^ 

459. 
Bryan,  George,  resigns  as  V.  P.,  745. 
Bucks  County,  letter  to  Colonels  of 

Militia,  104.    Militia,  98,  108,  104, 

108.    Forage  Master,  620. 
Bull,  Col.  John,  to  repair  Banks  al 

Mud  Island,  240,  544.    Asks  to  bo 

employed  ag'st  Indians,  544.    Rais- 
ing chevaaz  de  firiie,  544,  566^  567, 

635. 
Burke,  Thomas,  170,  172. 
Butler,  Col.  Ridiard,  3, 65,  482,  514. 
Butler,  Ool.  Zebuion,  283,  289. 
Buyers,  John,  letter  respeofeing  Fort 

Freeland,  ^91. 


Campbell,  John,  agent  from  Virgfaii^ 

at  Pittsburgh,  79. 
Campbell,  Captain,  Thomas,  appointed 

to   a   company   of    Bangen,   860. 

Rank,  446. 
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C^tabHon,  arfidM  of  Ftot  Fit  tlaad, 

eu. 

Carbery,  'Mr.  aktrmith  with  IndUai, 
8,10. 

Oarlisle,  Ahrahftia,  memoriali  In  faror 
of  his  pardon,  21-2i.  A2>69.  Notes 
of  C.  J.  McKoan,  oa  trial  of,  44^2. 

Caroihers,  Col.  John,  rotigns*  405|  618. 

Carson,  Samaol,  Li.  of  Ship  Qeneral 
Groen,  310,  706w 

earsoB,  John,  401,  437,  '470,  637,  669, 
670. 

Cfertooflh  bozM,  ordorad,  358. 

Ohomang,  expedition  proposed  agaiast^ 
8, 86. 

Oheaney,  WiUiam,  699. 

Qhester  County,  illegal  eleotioB,  97. 
List  of  Jnsiioes  ainoe  Rerololfion, 
444.    Bad  oondaet  of  Bast  Marlbro, 

.  471.  Murder  of  Jesse  Jordan  in, 
743. 

Cbeyaux  de  Meie,  Colonel  BnU  en* 
gaged  in  mising,  644,  566,  687. 

Ciranlars,  I04r  106,  183,  304,  747. 

Clarke,  John,  Jr.,  and  H.  Miller,  609. 

(Xarkeon,  Matthew,  (aid  to    General 

.  Arnold)  notion  of  Congreu  against^ 
204,  270. 

Clarkson,  Matthew,  (Marshal)  annonn* 
ees  death  of  Judge  Ross,  564. 

Clajpoole,  James,  SheriiT  of  PhiladeU 
phia,  to  replaee  whipping  post  and 
piiloTy,  262.  Instructions  respeeting 
8.  R.  fisher,  291.  Q,  Harding,  360. 
Captain  Satter,  632.  Peter  Miller, 
766. 

Olingham,  William,  158. 

OltntOQ,  General,  (British)  his  ezpedi- 
tion  to  Conaeotioat,  661. 

GBiothiers,  each  state  to  pay  its  own^ 
293,  304,  312.     Guard  for  store,  689. 

Clothing,  129,  135,  181,  221,  273,  398, 
.504,  312,  336,  359,  637,  405  411, 
423,  440,  470,  570,  590,  659,  666^ 
670,  679,  685,  696,  714,  740,  744. 
Priees  of,  for  Army,  182. 

Olnggage,  Captain  Thomas,  appointed 
to  an  independent  Compaay  in  Bed- 
ford, 206.  Leiters  to,  612,  624,  651^ 
697,  742. 

Ooate,  hL  CoL  Wm.,  376,  377,  76^ 
764.    Asks  to  be  exchanged  aa  pri- 

.  aoner,  377,  477. 

CommiMaries  of  purchases  and  issues, 
letter  to,  304,  567,  679. 

Commissaiy  department  to  be  regu- 
lated, 84,  557.  Conduct  in,  490,  M^ 
650,  551,  552. 

Commissioner  of  clothing  to  be  ap- 
pointed, 221. 

Commissioners  for  forfeited  estates, 
343. 


Ooaainttiiesi  flir  furahaM  of  floai> 

763. 
Commissions  for  priyateers,  127,  536, 

608. 
Committee  of  city,  letters  to  dealers  in 

flour  and  Importers,  461-465. 
CommittoM  «f  Coogreei^  63,  ^-^B, 

88. 
Qenfodemey,  firigate,  633,  696. 
Complaint  against  Captain  Harding^ 

761.  1 

Oox««»fl  LuTTUts,  to  A  from,  6, 13, 14, 

75, 81, 89, 102, 106, 127, 162, 224, 243, 

246,  261,  266,  270^  274,  304, 312, 313, 

324,  347,  369,  374,  396, 417, 490, 513, 

622,  532,  536,  560, 652, 631,  647,  662« 

664,  695,  716,  738,  757,761,  765. 

Me^iUiow  </,  15,  20,  75,  76,  83,  87, 
101,  128,  154-158,  173,  204,  221, 
249,260,251,263,  287,  293,  315, 
316,  365,  413,  436,  439,.  500,  620, 
642,  641V  732,  73^ 

Complimentary  to  PewMO.,  313. 

Jfarine  OonmitUe  o/,  12,  76,  120, 
187,  236,  241,  587,  657. 

Committer  o/,  83,  84, 85,  88, 170, 172. 

OommtrciiU  Committee,  579,  605. 
point  thanksgiying  di^,  89. 

jM€gat€9iu,  134,  137,  140,  141, 15^ 
160«  162,  174,  181,  184,  189,  192, 
422,  478,  551,  557,  639.  Case  of 
C.  J.  McKoaatnd  Geid.  Thomson, 
137.  Do,  of  Genl.  Maxwell,  138. 
Delegates  to  require  yeas  and  nays 
in  ease  of  Arnold,  Ac,  174.  Pro- 
clamation for  a  fast,  267.  Supply 
of  Troops,  244.  Resolutions  in 
faYor  of  Pennsa.,  288,  313.  Dele- 
gates in  from  Virg.,  73,  184.  Res- 
olutions  respecting  Clothiers,  293, 
804.  For  5  Companies,  of  Ranger^ 
300.  Letter  from  Waahiogton,  to, 
479.  .Resolutions  respecting  Gen. 
Trumbull,  374.  On  Right  of  Peti- 
tion, 439.  Plan  for  recruiting,  442. 
Journals  distributed,  472.  Refor- 
mation of  Qc.  Mr*  and  Commissary 
Departments,  567.  Men  and  pro- 
Tisions  to  be  supplied,  7 16.  Quotas 
of  States,  733.  Proclamation  for 
thanksgiviDg,  757. 
Connor,  Col.  Morgan,  336. 
Continental  bills,  15&-I58, 186^  192. 
Convention,  Troops  to  be  escorted,  8f, 

95,  99, 101,  104,  100^  107,  108,  110, 

129. 
Conyngham,  Capt.,  G.  respecting  pnr- 

hase  of  bis  yessel,  228,  235,  289,  319. 

His  conduct,  318.    His  explanation, 

319,  322. 
Cook,  Cul.  John— Letter  of  Genl.  Sol- 

UTan  to,  598. 
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Ooriii,  Oapt  Imm^  nlief  m  OoniMnij, 

Aod  ifl  reeeiT«d  into  Btato  MiriM^ 

394. 
CorawallUy  Lord,  MS. 
Ooflhioton,  63. 
Coancil— 

^i^"  See  Sapreme  BzeootiTO. 
Connterfeiten  in  prison,  694. 
Court  Martial,  Appeal fremyb/Oq^.  R. 

Hardie,  91,  327. 
Coarts,  No  state  attorney  in  North- 

umberland,  73.    Long  snepension  of 

JQStioe  renders  people  licentions,  78. 

Of  appeal  fVom  Courts  of  law  rto- 

commended,  78.    At  York,  773. 
Coxe,  Col.  John,  waggons,  749. 
Ooxe's  Town,  stores  at,  508. 
Oraig,  Capk.  J..  264, 303,  397,  717. 
Crawford,  James,  760. 
Cress,  Peter,  Deposition,  269. 
Crispin,  Wm.,  orders  to  prepare  for 

Prest's  visit  to    fortifioations,  200. 

Asks  for  money,  314. 
Cumberland  Co — List  of  Justices,  144. 

High  priee  of  wheat— J'nstioes,  Ao., 

309.    Ought  to  guard  Arontiers,  419. 

Resolve  to  defend  themselyes,  487* 

Martial  spirit  in,  623. 
Cnrreney,  state  and  improvements  of, 

416,  448,  481,  643,573.  643,  721,738. 

Plea  of,  Town  meeting  in  PhiL,  621. 
Cashing,  Thomas,  250. 


Davis,  Caleb,  list  of  Jaitleef  in  Chester 
Co.,  444. 

Davis,  CoL,  665. 

Dean,  Joseph,  Petition  respeotinglaad, 
and  forfeited  Estate,  540. 

Deane  frigate,  198,  521,  583. 

Deane,  James,  11. 

De  Haas,  Genl,  J.  P.,  respecting  seii- 
nre  of  floor,  330-^32,  letter  to,  332. 

De  Hart,  Jacob,  Lt  of  ship  Qei^ 
Greene,  310,  364. 

De  Haven,  Peter,  at  Oun  factory,  12, 
133, 176,  194;  applies  to  be  Wagon 
Master,  175. 

Delan«y,  John,  petition  from,  wounded 
at  Oermaatown,  94. 

Delany,  Sharp,  762. 

Delapt,  Richard,  Ac,  702. 

Delaware  River — defence  of,  19,  180, 
191,  197,  199,  200,  270,  282,  290,298, 
329,  410 ;  letter  to  Gov.  on  defence 
of,  180.  Visit  of  Gov.,  Ac,  to  forti- 
flcations  of,  199,  200,  203.  Map  of, 
233.  Survey  of,  by  Genl.  Du  Por- 
tail,  201,  227,  229, 232, 272, 279,  280, 
366,  399,  403,  409. 


Banks  at  Mnd  Island,  to  he  lepaired, 
240.  Troops  sent  to  the  Porta  on^ 
270,  and  Cannon,  290,  298. 
Billingsport,  290,  298,  339,  365,  366, 
369,  371,  409,  502,  607,  562,  67S, 
720,  745.  Mud  Island,  270, 290, 339, 
369,  385,  397,  410,  502, 562,  652, 673, 
720,  745,  764. 

Timber  wheels  required,  345. 
Treatment  of  vessels  bonnd  np  and 
down,  372,  456,  537.  A  pieee  of 
heavy  cannon  from  Princeton,  375. 
Waste  of  powder  in  bringing  veeeela 
to,  898,  464.  Letters  to  and  from 
Henry  Fisher,  396,  410.  Sweeping 
for  lost  articles,  433,  641.  Chevanx 
de  friie,  544,  566,  587,  635.  Raising 
sunk  vessels,  644.  Mrs.  Hitchcock's 
claim  for  giving  notice,  705.  Henry 
Fisher's  letters,  390,  410,  705,  730. 
Officers  ordered  np  from  forts,  720. 

Delaware,  State  of,  152. 

Delegates  in  Congress,  letter^,  184, 140, 
160,  162,  174,  181,  184,  189,  192, 
422,  476,  551,  557,  639.  To  require 
yeas  and  nays  in  certain  oases,  174. 

Delegates  in  Oongreos  from  Virginia, 
73,  184. 

Deniaon,  Col.,  16. 

Deserters,  356,  448,  769,  775. 

Deshler,  Charles,  Commissioner  of 
Magasine  of  provisions,  17. 

D'Bstaing,  Count,  success  of  fleet  in 
West  Indies,  661.  Respecting^  736, 
747,  764,  772. 

Depositions  and  examinations,  John 
MitcheU,  207-209,  213.  John  Gar. 
diner,  241.  John  Parker,  259.  Peter 
Cress,  259.    Thos.  Pollock,  677. 

Dogf,  use  of  against  Indians  recom* 
mended,  357. 

Dougherty,  Bernard,  186,  297.  Ro- 
speeting  trial  at  Bedford,  297. 

Dougherty,  Oapt.,  killed  near  Fori 
Freeland.  691,  610. 

Douglass,  Capt,  captures  a  privateer 
off  the  Delaware  andtakes  her  into 
Egg  harbour,  192. 

Douglass,  Commander,  John,  Judgment 
against,  641,  647. 

Drayton,  Wm.  H.,  books  from  library, 
328,  335. 

Dnndas,  James,  claims  ag^ntl»  BiU 
lingsport,  140,  253,  326,  333. 

Dunlap,  Lt.  James,  488. 

Dnnlap,  John,  letter  to,  201. 

Du  Portail,  Genl.,  survey  of  Delaware 
river,  201,  227,  229,  232,  272,  279, 
280,  366,  399, 403, 409,  690.  Thanks, 
Ac,  403.  On  Companies  of  Miners 
and  Sappers,  690. 

Du  Simitiere,  translation  of  pap^rsy 
211. 
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Easton,  diffionltj  in  procuring  a  honte 

for  public  papers,   176.      Price  of 

Iron  at,  177. 
Eokhart,  Valentine,  552. 
Edwards,  Major,  107,  153. 
EfCg  harbour,  a  privateer  captured  by 

Capt.  Douglas,  carried  into,  19S. 
Eichelberger,  Geo.,  to  be  arrested,  198. 
Eiehelberger,  Jacob,  490,  630. 
Elder,  Col.  Joshua,  592. 
Elections,  97. 
Elliott,  Mrs.,  case  of,  247. 
El  wood,  John,  record  of  proceedings 

in  case  of,  for  treason,  59>62.     He 

was  pardoned  Julj   15,  1779.     CoL 

Rec,  Vol.  Xir.,  p.  48. 
Embargo,  78,  197,  231,  247,  315,  409, 

424,  588,  639,  768,  745.    Revoked, 

424.    Acts  of  Congress,  695. 
Enemy,  intercourse  with,  restricted  by 

Congress.  3 16,  324. 
Bngro8»ing  or  forestalling  proTisioni 

to  be  proTented,  85,  88,  113,  151. 
Erwin,  Capt.  Joseph,  state  of  frontiers, 

663. 
Escape,  a  most  extraordinary,  from 

Indians,  527. 
Escort  of  Convention   troops,  89,  95, 

99,  101,  104,  106,  107,  108,  110,  129. 

To  Fort  Lawrens,  attacked,  173. 
Estates,  forfeited,  produce  money  to 

the  state,  80. 
Estberton,  Gen.  Hand  at,  344,  510. 
Ettwein,  ReWd  John,  orders  sent  to 

for  wafers  by  Council,  295. 
Evans,  Lt.,  762. 
Eyre,  Benjamin  G.,   Ac,  removal  of 

vessels,  644. 
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Fairfield,  Con.,  burned  by  Gov.  Tryon, 

661. 
Farmer,  Lewis,  estimate  and  price  of 

provisions,  181.     Purchase  of  goods, 

273. 
Farmer,  Col.  Lewis,  755. 
Farmer,  Michael,  complains  of  dulness 

of  tobacco  trade,  453. 
Fast  day,  proclamation  of  Congress, 

257,  261,  321. 
Ferguson,  Mrs.   Elix.,  letter  in  favor 

of,  100.     Case  of  in  Council.  202. 
Fire  companies  in  Philadelphia,  revi- 

val  of,  recommended    by   Supremo 

Executive  Council,  134,  201. 
Fisher,  Henry,  letters,  390,  410,  705, 

730. 
Fisher,  Samuel  R.,  letter  from  Counoil 


to  C.  J.  MoKean,  respecting  an  inters 
eepted  letter  from,  226, 374, 379.  To 
be  confined,  291. 

Fishing  creek,  murders  by  Indians,  857. 

Fitzgerald,  CoL  Jno.,aid  to  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, 370. 

Fitzsimons,  Thomas,  respecting  a  ves- 
sel loaded  by  French  Consul,  407. 

Fleury,  Francis,  a  French  snbjoot  iq;>« 
plied  for,  622,  631,  633. 

Flour  to  be  exported  to  procure  cloth- 
ing, 548,  567,  685,  692.  Scarce,  707, 
730, 733.  Frauds  in,  567,  658,  660, 
599,  600.  Assembly  order  flour  to  be 
distribated  to  po<Nr  housekeepers  in 
Philadelphia,  740.  Purchases  of, 
753,  766. 

Flower,  Col.  Benj.,  294, 296,  385. 

Footman,  Richard,  Memorial  of,  113. 

Forage,  101,  102.  620. 

Forestalling,  85.  88,  113, 117,  161. 

Forfeited  estates.  Commissaries  of,  343. 
Returns  to  be  made  of,  243,  287, 
540. 

Forrest,  Major  Thos.,  136,  354,  397. 

Fort  Frederick,  339,  840.  Fort  Free- 
land,  see  Freeland.  Jenkins,  81, 87, 
846.  357,  438,  760.  Built  on  Ohio 
by  Gen.  Mc'Intosh,  133.  IjanrenSy 
173.  465,  517,  669. 

Fort  Ligonier,  346. 

Fort  Mifflin,  cannon  sent  to,  398,  839. 
Troops  for,  366.  Ammunition 
wanted,  385,  397,  720.  Prices  for 
Iron  work,  653. 

Fort  Muncy,  6,  333,  '344,  867,  613, 
760. 

Fort  Pitt,  341,  697. 

Fort  Roberdeau,  419,  634. 

Fort  Washington,  384. 

France,  King  of,  his  birth  day  cele- 
brated in  Philadelphia,  648,  651. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  introduces  Mr. 
Van  Noemer,  774. 

Franks-town,  Indians  near,  702. 

Franks,  David,  Commissary  of  British 
prisoners,  case  of,  76,  81,  172,  270, 
395.  His  clerk  permitted  to  go  to 
New  York,  173.  180. 

Franks,  David  S., — aid  to  General 
Arnold,  order  to  buy  goods,  370. 

Freeland,  Fort,  (near  Muncy  Hill,) 
Indians  near,  take  prisoners,  846. 
Murders,  357,  589.  Respecting, 
511,  586.  Destroyed,  586,  589,  590, 
691,  692,  593,  596,  597,  609,  611,  619, 
623.  Capitnlatiun  articles,  609,  611. 
List  of  Captain  Boone's  party  Idlled, 
610. 

Frenoh  Creek — powder  mill  site  asked 
for,  316. 

French  Captain,  aeoounti  respecting 
Sailors,  678.  Fleet,  747,  764.   Fieet^ 
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(lyBrtains**)  fM.  Mgate  pfloted, 
12,76.  Troftliei  with  (110,89.  a»n. 
tlemen  supposed  to  hftrt  been  filled 
bj  aa  Amerioaa  offieer,  164^  169, 186. 
irietti,  flonr,  ^c.  for*  718,  730.  Mia* 
ister,  Qerard,  16,  17,  61,  62,  70,  83, 

.  164, 169, 186, 969, 278,  582,  596,  604, 
683,  648.  GonsuU  (Holk«r)  137, 
238,  497»  499,  503,  510,  522,  531. 
536,  558,  560,  580,  599,  600,  601, 
628,  641,  Merohsats  to  p«j  liUitii^ 
ftnos,  499,  502,  503,  513. 

IVoDtten,  operfttioas  aad  almia  an, 
81,  82,  86, 192,  800,  805,  316.  Fly* 
conpuiifif  of  B«ng«ra  fori  800« 


O. 


ealbnlUi,  OoL  Bartrem,  870, 670  ,622, 
612,  679. 

Qalbndth,  Ool.  Bobor^  reiigai  flovorftl 
oiBoes,  74,  99. 

GalliM  to  be  got  ready,  239,  240,  249. 
Fitting  out,  314 

Qalloway,  Mrs.  Jofeph*-Mke  for  per- 
missioii  to  out  wood  on  ber  husbeiid's 
forfiuted  estate,  93.  Reply  of  Coaa- 
eil,  95.    Property  to  be  sold,  660. 

Gardner,  Jobn,  deposition,  241. 

Ckrard,  Mons.  (Freaeb  Min.)  claims  a 
Cltiaen  A  negroes  as  prisoners,  16, 
17.  Letters  to  ^  from,  16, 17, 61, 62, 
70,  83,  164,  169,  185,  269, 278,  582, 

.  595,  004,  683,  648,  651,  653,  708, 
Offers  a  reward  on  Captures,  120. 
Complaint  of  Pros,  to,  269,  278,  639, 
His  oommiasion,  655,  662.  Rejoio- 
ings  on  King's  birthday,  648^  651. 
Thanks,  708. 

Germantown,  battle,  94. 

Gibbona,  Lt.  0.  under  arrest,  648. 

Gold,  fail  of  in  value  compared  with 
Continental  money,  192. 

GoT'rs  of  States,  letters  to,  197. 

Greanwalt,  P.  287,  507. 

Cbegg,  Matthew — ^his  accounts,  334. 

Greene,  Msj.  Qen.  NathL  respecting 
Arnold  A  the  waggons,  175,  179. 

Greene,  Ship  Gen.  244^  246,  266,  309. 
310,311,843,397,442.  Name  not  t« 
be  changed  for  Beed,  263*  Agents  for 
266;  843,  344^  Letters  from,  266. 
Officers  for,  266,  343,  362.  Valna- 
tioa,  320.  Appraisers  appointed,  803. 
Report,  320. 

Grube,  Rev.  B.  A.  D.  520. 

Gun  factory,  12, 133,  195,  365. 

Gunpowder  ia  Pfailad.  inquiry,  146. 

Gurney,  Francis,  asks  for  old  guns  to 
be  removed  from  Rlyari  495. 


Haekenweldor,  John,  916,  524,  541. 
Haffer,  Heasy^  raae  HaUer),  552. 
Qagoer,  CoL    takes   charge   of   Ssdi 

works,  767. 
Hagner,  Will,  Ae.,refpectiag  Salt,  677. 
Hales,  Gen.  (Brit),  489. 
9alV  Charles,  651, 

Haller,  CoL  Henry,  483,  484»  48«,  66JL 
Hambright,  John,  311,  323. 
Hamilton.  Qoy.  (aa  Ind'n)  oaptare^ 

512,517.  r       -r      — » 

Hand,  Gen.  Bdward,  321.    On  his  ira7> 

to  Wyoming,  821.    Letters,  342,  345« 

408,715.    Respecting,  521. 
Hanna's  Town — proTisioas  to  be  stored 

at,  305.    Troops,  406^ 
Barbeson,  Bei^.  Ac,  102, 153. 
Hardie,  Capt.  R.  appeal  from  Court 

MarUal,  91.    Memorial  for  pay  for 

naval  Services,  92. 
Qardiag,  George,  Petitioa  ia  favor  o4 

326, 360. 
Warding,  Capt  of  Ship  Coniisderaejt 

761. 
Harni^,  Ool.  Joseph,  736, 750. 
Hare's  Brewery,  memorial  respeotuif 

James  Warren,  113. 
Harris,  David,  638. 
Harris's  ierry,  391. 
Hartley,  CoL  Thomas,  letters,  3, 10,  81, 

86,  87,  258,  391,  694,  775. 
Harmar,  CoU  Joseph,^  his  operations  o« 

frontiers,  5, 1 17,  776.    Vote  of  thaaka 

to,  9.    Troops  ia  want  of  Clothing 

336.    Resignation,  366. 
Hay,  John,  Sh'ff  of  York,  694. 
Haselwood^    CommV,   Jao^    19,  IIH 

Petitioa  of,  284. 
Henry,  Lt  George,  sells  public  vessels, 

139,    Respecting  arms  Ao.,  190, 239, 

333,  365. 
Henry,  Patrick,  (Gov.  of  Va.),  on  an 

Bmbargo,  247.    On  Boundary,  441. 
Henry,  CoL  WUVm,  359,  416,  466^  51^ 

557,  599,  667.    To   purchase  flour, 

674.    Proofr  respecting  iloar,  557. 
Herteel,  Jonaa,  (Sh'ff),  655. 
Hervey,  Mi^.  George,  566. 
Hewitt,  Thomas,  545. 
Hodge,  Andrew — arms  lent  by,  190^ 

Relating  to  cutter  Revenge,  319. 
9offman,  Stokely — traitor  priaoaers  19 

jail,  737. 
Holker,  Moaa.  eoaanl  of  Fraaoe,  fioar 

stolen  from,  137, 238.    Loada  vease^ 

407.    Respecting  two  French  meiw 

eh'U  paying  militia  fines,  499,  503, 

510.    On  privileges  of^  French  Sab* 

jocta,  510, 513,  522, 662.    Applies  re^ 

speoting  Francis  Fleory,  522, 581,632. 
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PenroM'f  teTrant,  699,  TOl.  IvTite- 
tion  to,  636.  Publioatioos,  580,  661, 
630.  PurcbaseB  of  flour,  658,  660, 
680,  600,  600, 601,  628,  632, 641, 660, 
675,  670,  683,  686,  703,  713. 

HoUiday,  Wm.  Ae.,  petition  for  defence 
afft  Ind'DS,  445. 

Holllngshead,  Mr.  senriee  in  the  State 
applies  ai  master  of  the  S%ip  Ghen. 

'    G.  365. 

HeUingsworth,  Leri,  and  some  flois> 
472. 

Hooper,  Col.  488. 

Bopkinson,  Franois,  appointed  Jndge 
of  Admiralty  Court,  656,  668. 

Bowell,  Jacob  S.  estimate  of  cost  of 
Clotbine  Penns'a  Troops,  182. 

Hnbley,  Col.  Adam,  Jr.,  Claim  of, 
653,  506.  Sketch  of  Gen.  SnUiiran's 
proceedings,  721,  756.  Col.  in  place 
of  CoL  Hartley,  366.  At  Sanbory, 
408,  512.     At  Wyoming,  653. 

Hnbley,  John,  bailds  a  powder  Maga- 
sine  Jk  storehouse  at  Lancaster,  207. 
Letter,  667. 

Hnmpton,  Col.  366. 

Hunter,  Lt  Samuel,  116, 816,  d46»  875, 
438,  455,  616,  546,  574,  580,616,  610. 
Attacks  A  murders  by  Ind'ns,  346. 

Huntington,  Sami,  Elected  Pros.  Cong, 
730. 

Hutchinson,  Dr.  James,  appointed  to 
inspect  sickly  Tessels,  408.  To  re- 
commend Surgeon  for  Ship  G.  G. 
843.  To  supply  Surgeon's  instru- 
tnents,  647. 


Imlay,  John,  264. 

Impertinent  Priirateer  Brig  Captored 
by  Capt.  Montgomery,  476. 

Impressing  wagons  388,  427,  433,  489. 

Impressments  by  Capt.  Harding,  762. 

Indians,  on  fVontiers,  .'^,4, 5, 10,  81, 132, 
173,  862, 300,  408, 410, 431, 445,  447, 
605,  554,  562,  664,  660,  672,  678,  589, 
603,  606,  612,  614,  615,  617,  618, 
640, 650, 664,  673, 696,  710,  715,  755, 
769.  Chief  killed,  5.  Skirmishes 
with,  6,  6,  7, 173.  Murders,  16,  173, 
800,  438,  621,  524,  534,  574.  Towns 
destroyed,  6,  81.  Prisoners  with, 
10.  Seneca  chief.  Great  TVee,  11. 
Towns,  6,  11,  and  Tories  at  Minne- 
sinks,  Ac,  15,  63,  81.  Brant  at  Pen- 
Hipaek,  63.  At  Wyoming  and  Min- 
aesink,  63,  81.  On8u!tqnehanna,81, 
37, 117.  On  Chilisquaqua,  82.  Es- 
cort  to  Fort  Lawbbiw  attacked  by 
6.  Girty  and  Mingoes,  173.  Alarms 
At  Ligonier  and  Blackleg  ereek,  173.    | 


G«oL  Washington  on  azpeditloft 
against,  210.  State  of  tha  frontiers, 
258,  268,  276,  282,  283.  Arrive  in 
Philada.,  202.  Ordersnotto  be  waited 
for  in  emergency,  300.  Massacre  neat 
Fort  LiooMiBB.  Attacks  and  mur- 
ders near  Fort  JEMKivSr  346,  346^ 
367.  Do.  near  Fort  FnBBbAMD. 
Take  J.  McKnight  (a  mamber  of 
Assembly)  prisoner,  346^  Various 
massacres,  867.  Use  of  Dogs  and 
Horsemen  against  recomneBd»d,867. 
In  Philada.,  362,  364.  Scalps,  re- 
ward for,  362.  In  KorthumberlaBd 
Co.,  408,  674,  606,  614,  615.  Near 
Fort  Jbnkihb,  438.  Near  Fort  Law- 
BSKS,  465.  Speeches,  406,  605. 
Near  Kittaanlng,  606.  Gov.  HamiU 
ton  captured,  612.  Proceedings  on 
frontiers,  516.  Fort  Frbblahd  de- 
stroyed by,  and  Bvitish,  586, 680, 501, 
602, 603, 507.  Capt  Boon,  Ac,  killed^ 
600,  601,  502,  and  Capt.  Dougherty^ 
591,  61  Ok  Oenl.  SuUiyan  going  to 
Tioga,  504.  Arrival,  715.  Letter^ 
Jno.  Van.  Campen,  603.  Maha- 
kamaok,  608.  Proceedings  in  Pax- 
ton,  606, 600.  Sbenung  town  burned^ 
667.  Near  Franks  town,  702.  Col* 
Brodhead  destroys  towns,  702. 
Towns  destroyed  by  Gen.  Sullivan, 
700,  721,  724.  Murder  of  Lt.  Boyd, 
723.  Various  tribes,  617,  618,  641. 
Their  proceedings,  524,  626,  641. 
Marvellous  escape  of  an  express 
ft-ora,  527.  In  Northampton  Conntyi 
572.    Minnesinks,  673, 676. 

Instructions  to  James  Claypoole,  She- 
riff, 291. 

Invalid  Regiment^  858.  How  officer! 
are  transferred  to,  701 

Iron,  price  of  at  Easton,  177.  At  Ches- 
ter, 566. 

Irwin,  Barclay,  A  Co.,  respecting  a 
vessel  for  State,  198,  246. 

Irwin,  Capt.  612. 

Irwin,  Mat.  A  Rob.  Bridgas,  814. 
Fitting  out  a  galley,  814.  Ask  for 
Cannon,  814. 

Irwin,  Matthew,  244, 261, 266, 266, 311, 
734,  766. 

Irwin^  Thomas,  Ac,  147. 


J. 


James,  Abel — salt,  758. 

Jameson,  David,  490. 

Jameson,  D.  A  James  Biehelbergeri 

406,  580. 
Jcntfor  A  Root-*prio«i  of   Wagons, 

760. 
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Jenkins,  Fort,  ganrison  at,  81, 87, 9A5, 

612.    Murders  near,  345,  438* 
Jennings,  Dr.  at  Sanbarj,  51 L 
Jennings,  Miebael,  311,  359. 
Johnson,  Gov.  of   Md.  on  Whiskey 

law,  135,  (notiee  mistake.) 
Johnston,  Col.  Franeis,  Return  of  2d 

Brig,  under,  86.    Letter  on  want  of 

Clothing  in  Army,  411.    Affair  at 

Btony  point,  Ao.,  581. 
Jordan,  Jesse,  respecting  wagons  nsed 

by  Gen.  Arnold,  160,  179,  194,  213- 

220,  266,  743.    Dies,  murdered,  743. 
Joy,  Capt.  Dani,  makes  return  of  oan- 

Don  at  Forts  on  Del.  562. 
Justices    of    Cumberland,    Co.,    144. 

Chester  Co.,  list  of,  444.    Of  Philad. 

letters  to  on  noisanoesy  658. 


Eackline.  Andrew,  775. 
Kaunakalo.  Ind*n  Town,  11. 
Kemplen,  Capt.  Thomas,  438,  455,  510, 

547,  586,  596,  664. 
Kendall,  Jos.    respecting   mnrder   of 

Boyd  by  Smiths,  410. 
King,  Lieut.  691. 
Kingsbridge  works  levelled,  636. 
Kings    ferry,    redoubt   at  taken    by 

Enemy,  460. 
Kirkbride,  Joseph,  108. 
Kittanning,  troops  at»  565, 
Knox,  John,  Ac,  433. 
Kompeton,  Capt.  Commands'  enemy 

near  Boons  mill,  591, 596. 


Lancaster  oo.,  illegal  election  in,  19. 
C.  Wirts  respecting  stores  at,  220* 
Milida  at,  230,  679.  Stores,  232. 
Gen.  Pulaski's  corps,  232, 233.  John 
Hiibley  builds  powder  magazine  and 
storehouse  at,  in  oocupation  of  U.  S., 
297.  Officers  for,  306.  Stores  from 
Lebanon,  371,  469.  Resolve  to  de- 
fend  themselves,  437.  Cannon,  24 
pieces  arrive  from,  457.  Wagons 
required  from,  469.  Flour  to  be 
purchased  in,  567,  668.  Prices  in, 
568.  Martial  spirit  awaked,  623. 
Guards,  670. 

Lang,  James,  537.  Orders  respecting 
vessels,  567. 

Latima,  Mrs.  Charlotte,  a  female  tory, 
474,  480,  493. 

Laurens,  Fort,  escort  to,  attacked  and 

.  kiUed  by  Indians^  173,  465.  Saved 
by  miracle,  569. 


Lead,  Mines,  445,  446.    TakM  troai 

housee  in  Philadelphia,  452. 

Learning,  T.  A  G.  Henry,  422. 

Lebanon,  MUitia  at,  230,  232.  Store* 
to  be  removed  to  Lancaster,  371, 
459,  469,  522.  Guard  also  discon- 
tinued, 507.  Mr.  Hubley  objects  to 
taking  charge  of  stores  from  Leba- 
non, and  giving  np  key  of  maga- 
sine,  509. 

Lee,  Miyor,  Henry,  Jon.,  anrprises  Bri* 
tish  at  Paulns  Hook,  661,  665. 

Lee,  Richard  Henry,  and  M.  Smith,  on 
disputes  with  Virginia,  73. 

Lenox,  David,  attack  on  B.  Smith,  637. 

LXTTERt — 

Achilles,  Brig,  owners  of,  306.  Adamty 
Samuel,  14,  763.  Admiralty,  Judge 
of,  694.  Allen,  Mrs.,  452.  Allison, 
Francis,  Jr.,  589,  591.  Armstrong, 
Gen.  John,  18.  Arnold,  Gen.  Bene- 
dict, 256, 370.  Artillery  officers,  254. 
Assembly,  64,  77,  94,  100,  120,  142, 
191,  202,  472,  693,  712,  720,  738. 
Atlee,  Will'm,  674.  Avery,  John, 
Jr.,  of  Mass.,  477. 

Baltimore,  to  Magistrates  of,  391. 
Barge  A  Tyng,  728.  Bayard,  John, 
189,  311,  693.  Beahm,  Philip,  13. 
Blaine,  Col.  Ephraim,  403,  707. 
Bland,  Col.  Tbeo'd,  99, 107.  Blythe, 
Col.  Benj'n,  496.  Board  of  War, 
89,  90,  98,  99,  101,  201,  202,  227, 
229,  230,  232,  233,  256,  282,  284, 
286,  287,  289,  292,  305,  308,  312, 
829, 332,  339,  340,  375,  385,  387,  397, 
404,  418,  420,  421, 424, 437,  442, 450, 
454,  456,  459,  460,  469,480, 492,493, 
508,  539,  627, 640,  649,  676, 677, 681, 
691,  696,  709,  710,  713,719,727,730, 
731.  Boyd,  Col.  Andrew,  97,  471. 
Boys,  Capt.  Nathan,  201,248,  566. 
Bradford,  Thomas,  560.  Bradford, 
W.  C,  556.  Brodbead,  Col.  Danl, 
465,  505,  516,521,  524,  541,  569,  710, 
771.  Brown,  Capt.  Alex'r,  515. 
Brown,  John,  226,  240,  271.  Bnoks 
Co.,  Militia— Circular,  104.  Bo^ 
Col.  John,  240,  544,  635.  Burke, 
Thomas,  170,  172.  Butler,  Col.  Ri. 
chard,  65,  482,  514.  BuUer,  CoL 
Zebulon,  283.  Buyers,  John,  591. 
Campbell,  Capt.  Thomas,  301,  447. 
Carson,  John,  437, 470,  637, 659,  699. 
Carothers,  Col.  John,  405, 618.  Ches- 
ney,  Will'm,  599.  Circulare,  104, 
105,  183,  304,  747.  Clarkson,  Mai- 
thew,  554.  Clsypoole,  James,  Sheriff, 
252,  291,  360,  630,  765.  Clingham, 
W.  158.  CUiggage,  Capt  Thomas, 
512,  624,  659,  742.  Coats,  Lt  OoL 
William,  37^  377,  763,  764.    Com- 
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meroial  Comm'e«  of  Conpren,  579, 
605.  Commi»9%rie9  of  purchaBee  A 
i9<*tiet,  304.  Commissnry  Gca'l.  of 
Issues,  687.  Commissioners  for  pro* 
enring  Salt,  760.  Commissioners  of 
forfeited  Estates,  243.  Commission. 
ers  for  parchasa  of  flour,  753,  766. 
Committee  of  City,  461.  Congress, 
13,  14,  75,  81,  89,  102, 106,  120,  127, 
152,  243,  246,  261,  265,270,  273,  304, 
312,  313,  824,  347,  369,  374, 396,  417, 
507,  513,  522,  532, 586,  552,  631,  647, 
662,  664,  673,  695,  716, 738,  757, 761, 
765.  Delegates  in,  134,  140,  141, 
160,  162,  174,  181, 184, 189, 192,  478, 
557,  639.  Delegates  from  Yirg'a, 
184.  Committee  of,  84,  85,  88,  169. 
Marine  Comm'ee,  12,  76,  120,  187, 
235,  241,  588,  657.  Connor,  Col. 
Morgan,  836.  Conyngham,  Capt. 
O.,  319.  Cook,  Col.  John,  593. 
Counoil  of  Massaehnaetts,  138.  Cox, 
Col.  John,  749.  Craig,  James,  Ao., 
717.  Crawford,  James,  Ac,  760. 
Crispin,  Wm.,  200,  314.  Cushing, 
Thomas,  250. 

Davis,  Caleb,  444.  Deane,  James, 
11.  De  Haas,  Gen.  J.  P.,  330.  De 
Haven,  Peter,  133,  175,  195.  De- 
laney,  John,  94.  Delany,  Sharp,  762. 
Delapt,  Rieh'd,  Ac.,  702.  Delaware, 
Qo7'r,of,  199.  Delegates  in  Congress, 
134,  140,  160, 162,  174,  181, 184, 189, 
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omiteswith  Capt.  Niebolson  in  Deana 
Frigate  A  ConfiBderacy,  633.  Letter, 
T.  Pickering  on  eevere  dieeipline  io, 
666. 

Navy  Board,  (Conftlne&tal)  apply  for 
Cannon,  696.  Ship  Confederaey 
761. 

Navy,  British,  fleet  saU  from  N.  T.  385, 
390. 

Negroes,  manumission  of,  recommend- 
ed, 79.  Claimed  by  French  minister, 
16,  17,  61,  62,  70,  83. 

Nemos  A  Valliant»  French  mereh'ta, 
refuse  to  pay  militia  fines,  610,  613, 
614. 

Neilson,  Capt  John,  respeoting  militia, 
74. 

Nesbitt,  John  M.,  letter  respecting 
purchase  of  yewels  by  State,  211, 
228,  234,  246. 

Nescopeck,  settlements  on  N.  E.  braneh 
destroyed,  81,  87. 

New  Haven,  Conn,  expedition  against, 
661.    Burned,  661. 

New  Jersey,  letter  to,  152, 197. 

New  London,  Enemy's  vessels  alarm- 
ed, 636. 

Newspaperv  ordered  by  S.  B.  Coonoil, 
136,  201,  206. 

New  York,  Brit,  about  leaving,  18. 
Abandonment  of  by  Brit,  77.  Brilc 
of  interconrse  with  Enemy  at,  170. 
Major  Meeker  of,  673.  Alarmed,  630 

Nicholson,  Capt  of  Deane  frigate  maj 
enlist  prisonen,  488.  Commands 
fleet,  621,  633. 

Nicola,  Lewis,  letters,  77, 190, 203, 255, 
368,  362,  364,  387, 484, 489, 492,  609, 
619,  628,  626,  648, 560.  561, 662,  676, 
625,  634,  636,  642,  643,  646,  648, 
663,  674,  682,  697,  701,  767,  769, 
775.  Recruiting  in  Philad.  useless, 
601, 649.  On  defbnee  of  River,  and 
City,  190. 

Noemor,  M.  Van,  introdueed  by  Fraak- 
Un,  774. 

Northampton  Co.  Militia,  13,  613,  688. 
Petition  from i  alarms  from  In- 
dians, proceedings  ag't  Spys,  360. 
Constitutional  Sooiety  of  4th  Bat  of, 
884.  lDdi«A4, 672,  613,  616, 617,  689. 


INDEX. 


789 


Letter  to  Ool's  ai,  616.  BsMatlonii 
665. 
KorfchuraberlMid  Co.,  etse  of  Mr. 
Lodg«,  646.  Distresffet  of,  586, 
Sh'ff  to  be  mod  for  Bsoftpos,  700. 
Forts  Manoy  A  Jenkinti  760.  Me- 
morial of  Jiifltioee  respeoting  Courts, 
want  of  district  Attorney,  Ac.  72. 
Long  suspension  of  jasUoe  has  ren- 
dered people  lioentions,  73.  Indians 
it  Torit  s,  117,  574,  693,  614.  Offieers 
for  roops  at,  317,  341.  Justices  dis- 
charge  a  deserter,  866.  Petition, 
510.  Orders  to  Justioes  respecting 
officers,  546.  Distress  of,  503,  506, 
508,  604,  618.  Fort  Freeland  do- 
•troyed,  586.    (See  Freeland  Fort). 


O. 


Officers  in  Army,  rank  of,  appeal  to 
Congress  on,  Ac,  162,  607,  660, 691. 
Washington  on,  188.  European,  to 
direst  themseWes  of  European  ideas 
^letter  to  Gen.  Pulaski,  233.  Re- 
eniiting,  letter  to,  300.  Appoint- 
ments, 306,  612,  607.  Petition  of, 
of  Penna.  line  on  rank,  806.  Men 
in  State  Navy,  378,  389. 

Officers  at  Billingsport  and  Mud  Isl- 
and, letters  to,  409,  424.  Resolu- 
tions of  Congress  respecting,  436. 
Necessary,  462.  Recommended,  601, 
563,  566,  697.  At  Mud  Island  and 
Billingsport  reliCTed,  602.  Condnot 
to  be  inquired  into,  642.  Authority 
Tested  IB  the  State,  662.  Half  pay, 
582.  Mr.  Brodhead,  683,  606.  Who 
hare  broken  parole,  626.  Only  in 
the  Army  to  receive  articles,  627. 
In  hospitals,  649.  Insolence  of,  on 
Continental  ressels,  667.  Decision 
in  case  of  Lt.  Brodhead,  660. 

Officers,  Ao.  in  1st  Penna.  Regiment, 
726.    In  St  Clair's  division,  752. 

Opinion  of  C.  J.  McKean,  on  traitors, 
when  the  Government  began,  Ao., 
646. 

Orders  ftrom  Bxeentive  not  to  be 
waited  for  in  eases  of  emergency, 
300.  Disobedience  of,  616.  Re- 
specting Mud  Island,  637,  720. 
BiUingeport,  638,  720. 

Omdt,  John,  625.  Power  of  Justices 
of  Sup.  Court,  tenure  of  SherifTs 
office,  Ac,  701. 


Pardon  of  prisoners  under  Test  laws, 

130.     Prerequisites  to,  661. 
Parker^  John,  depositioui  269. 


PatterMB,  Alexander,  ncrratiTe  of  a 
most  extraordinary  escape  of  an  ex* 
press  ftt>m  Indians,  527. 

Patterson,  Wm.  A.,  167.  Account  of 
his  services  in  the  Army,  167. 

Panics  Hook,  surprise  of  British  at  by 
Major  Lee,  661. 

Paxtang,  606,  609. 

Peale,  Charles  Wilson,  384. 

Pearson,  John,  letter,  70. 

Pennsylvania,  claims  Wm.Straker,flrom 
French  Minister,  as  a  oitisen  of  the 
State,  61, 62, 70, 72, 88,  and  Virginia, 
relative  to  disputes  between,  78. 
Three  Co's  to  be  enlisted,  761  Coun- 
cil ascribe  victory  to  God,  77.  Bene- 
fits in  prospect  from,  77.  Gradual  abo- 
lition of  slavery  proposed,  79.  Mar- 
riage licenses  liable  to  abuse  in,  79. 
Differences  between  Connecticut  and 
Virginia  and  this  state  to  be  brought 
to  a  settlement,  79.  State  of  mili- 
tary affairs,  owing  to  redemption  of 
old  paper  money,  86.  Tax  of,  68. 
assessed  in  different  Co's,  80.  Taxes 
recommended  towards  paying  off 
paper  money,  80.  Money  received 
ttom  forfeited  eetates,  80.  Guard 
for  Convention  Troops  to  be  called 
from  different  Counties,  90.  Act  to 
prohibit  distillation  of  grain,  125, 
152.  Supreme  Executive  Council 
ask  for  a  portrait  of  Washington » 
127.  Quota  not  to  increased,  141. 
Quota  of  taxes  ordered  by  Congress, 
167.  Advance  of  money  from  Con- 
gress, 160.  Cost  of  clothing  the 
troops,  182.  Circular  from  Council 
to  the  other  States,  respecting  abuses 
of  power  by  Congress.  Gen.  Arnold, 
Ac,  183.  Great  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions for  want  of  bard  money,  186. 
State  of  fioanee,  87.  Propose  bujdng 
a  vessel,  199.  Surveys  of  Susque- 
quehannah,  210.  On  defence,  238. 
Grant  from  Congress  of  two  millions, 
269.  Resolutions  of  Congress  in 
ftivor  of,  288.  Members  of  Council 
called  to  form  a  quorum,  389.  Com- 
plimentary resolutions  passed  by 
Assembly  on  President  and  Execu- 
tive Couneil,  296.  Do.  by  Congress 
of  the  State  of,  312.  Similar  Reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  and  Exec- 
utive of  the  state,  318.  Correspon- 
dence respecting  GenL  Arnold,  825, 
827,  337,  847,  861,  880.  Military 
position,  342.  Washington  disclaims 
partiality  to  any  state,  363.  Men 
and  means  famished  by,  during  the 
War,  &78.  Is  this  state  a  separate 
Department?  266,  339,  386,  387. 
Death  of  Judge  Geo.  Ross,  664.  Ran- 
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mm  ra4  titesM,  MflL  Oihdimi  of 
C.  jr.  McKmlb  when  the  Goremmeiit 
of,  began — traiton  asd  Ureason,  645. 
N«4  ezeeeded  bj  any  state  in  8up> 
ply  of  Militia,  681.    Priaoaen  ex- 

•  peoted,  781.  Qaoia  of  asseasmeni 
by  CongreMy  733.  Repert  on  tala- 
ries  of  officers,  739.  Retorne  of  Gen. 
St.  Clair^  dlTMien  of  Army,  763. 
Thankflgiving  day,  767. 

Penneyhrania  Line,  petition  of  Cap- 
tains of,  306.  Return  of  offioers, 
494»  Aocount  of  reomits  for,  648. 
Col.  Atlee,  688.  Retvm  of  Cap- 
tains,  Ao.  of  Isl  Regiment,  726. 

f  ettit,  Charles,  A.  Q.  M.  Q.,  196,  219, 
336,  399,  420,  421,  433,  460,  481, 
495.    Pian  of  finanoe,  481. 

PetiUone  of  R.  Bardie,  92.  For  gmns 
and  ammunition,  102.  John  Moore 
and  others  on  provisions,  186.  Wm. 
Rush,  277.  Of  Captains  of  PennsyU 
Taaia  Line,  306.  Favor  Geo.  Hard- 
ing, 326,  360.  Of  inhabitants  of 
Northampton  eo.,  360.  Wm.  Hoili- 
day,  Ae.  against  Indians,  445.  Of 
M.  Jennings  for  clothing,  369.  From 
Philadelphia,  416,  423.  Congreas 
wiU  hear,  439. 

Philadelphia,  Gen.  Armstrong  caHed 
to  oommand  in,  18.  MUiUa,  98. 
Salt  seised  in,  122.  Fire  Companies 
in,  revival  of  reeommended  by  Su- 
preme Ezeouti^e  Council,  134,  201. 
State  house  ean't  be  used  by  Con- 
gress owing  to  election,  140.  Pow- 
der magaaine,  14L  Banger  from 
gunpowder,  146.  Capt.  MePherson 
on  defenoe  of,  180.  Arnold's  com- 
mand in,  181.  Wagons  not  to  atop 
before  State  house,  189.  L.  Ifioola 
on  delence  of,  190.  Conferenoe  be- 
tween Assembly  and  Ccmncil  on, 
19L  Warrants  to  Sheriff,  149, 192. 
Bridge  over  Schuylkill,  terms  of 
Army,  196.  Propose  buying  a  vea- 
sel,  199.  Lidiaos  arrive  in»  292. 
Memorial  of  firat  Artillery  Company 
ol^  392.  Old  library  room  in  State 
hoaee— -key  asked  for  to  aoeommo- 
date  Indians,  362.  Refuaed,  364. 
Drs.  Ruah  and  Hntchinaon  to  inspect 
sickly  vessels,  408.  Petition  respect- 
ing ourrency,  416.  fDo.  respecting 
Court  of  Appeala — privateers,  422. 
Embargo,  78, 197,  231, 247, 316, 409, 
424.  Mrs.  Allen  asks  pay  for  lead 
taken  from  her  house  in,  452.  To- 
bacco trade  in,  dulness  complained 
of^  462.  Letters,  committee  of  eity 
to  dealers  in  flour  and  importers, 
46 U    Two  large  guns  in  river,  496. 


RserafttlDg  In,  by  CeL  moeU^  nae* 

lesa,  601.    Death,  and  reaideac*  of 
Judge   Ross,  664.    Uudaon   aqomc^ 
or  oTohard,  664.   Ferries,  627.    Plan 
adopted  by  Town  meeting  for  improv- 
ing Currency,  621, 643.  Belbtoring^ 
and  fireworks  on  birth  day  of  Kin^ 
of  France,  748.     Power  of  Wardens 
overnuiaaaoes  in  the  marketSp   668. 
Guards  for  prisoners,  Ac,  at,  676, 
677,  689.    Salt  at,  677.     Clerk  of 
market,  708.    Militia  from  forta  on 
Delaware  ordered  up  to,  719,  720. 
RiotatJ.WiUon'a,732,736.    Floor 
diatributed    by   Aaaembly   to  poor 
housekeepers)   740.    £mbargo>    78, 
197,  231,  247,  616,  469,  424»   688, 
639,  745. 

Phyle,  Dr.  F.,  (Kaval  Officer,)  186. 

Pickering,  Timothy,  on  ill  usage  on 
board  a  public  veasel,  656. 

Piper,  Lt^  Johot,  678. 

Piteaim,  CapU  P.,  prisoner  at  Read- 
ing, asks  to  remain  there,  374. 

Pittsbnrgf  an  agent  from  Virginia  aI» 
79.    Troops,  341. 

Potter,  6en*l  James,  342,  418.  Reeosa- 
mended,  448,  473. 

Powder*  magaaines,  141.  Waste  of, 
398,  404. 

PuANrder  Mill  property  on  French  Craak 
desired,  315. 

Prisoners  exchanged  not  exempt  from 
military  duty,  496.  Who  have  bro- 
ken  parole,  626.    Expected,  731. 

Privateera,  commissions  for,  127,  224, 
636. 

Proclamation  for  pardon  of  prisoner* 
under  Test  laws,  130.  Of  Congresa 
for  a  Fast  day,  267,  261,  32L  For 
apprehending  deserters,  448.  Bj 
Congress  for  Thanksgiving,  767. 

Proetor,  CoL  Thomas,  letters,  121, 123, 
136,  146,  261,  270,  290,  298,  406, 
423,  440,  476,  486.  ObjeoU  to  uni- 
form,  292,  293,  Companies,  339, 
340,  387,  397. 

Prothonotaries  moat  reside  within  their 
counties,  638. 

Provisions,  86,  88,  128, 169,  181,  186, 
391,  432,  514,  666,570, 686,  606,670, 
671,  686,  692,  727,  730.  Prioes  of, 
18L  192,  246.  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress for  supply  0^  246.  Magaaines 
for,  306. 

Provost,  Gen.,  (British,)  736* 

Pulaski,  Gen.,  complaints  against  his 
corps,  230,  232,  233,  353,  878.  Let- 
ter  from  Boards  War,  2.^3. 

Purchasers  of  flour,  648,  674,  692,  718, 
763,  786. 

Purchasers  of  salty  728,  769. 
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Quarter  Mastery  dapurtnimt  to  be  rego- 


RadieM,  Col.  de  la,  400. 

Bangers,  five  oompanies  to  be  raised, 
300,  301. 

Raak  of  ofiSoefs,  appeal  to  Ooomss 
respeoting,  162, 447, 607,  691.  Wash- 
ington  OB|  188. 

Rations,  yahie  of,  802,  61  &.  Aet  of 
Congress  rospeotlng,  furnisbed  in- 
habitants on  frontiers,  673. 

Rawlings,  Col.,  regiment,  339,  340. 

Read,  James,  289. 

Reading,  request  of  prisoners  to  re- 
main at,  374.  Distnrbanee  by  pris- 
oners at,  460,  464,  480.  Tory  let- 
ters, 488. 

Reading,  George,  murders,  Ae.  near 
Fort  Ligonier,  346. 

Reemiting,  plan  of  Congress  for,  443. 
Acconnts,  600. 

ReemiU,  64,  66,  70,  106,  442, 476,  600, 
669,  667,  711,  742. 

Red  Bank,  visit  of  President,  Ae.  to, 
199,  200. 

Reed,  Bowes,  362. 

Reed,  President,  Joseph,  letters  to  and 
fVoin.  (See  8ap.  EzeontlTe  Conneil.) 
Affldavits  respeeting,  before  Con- 
gress, by  Clarkson  and  Franks,  270. 
Complimentary  resolutions  of  As- 
sembly, 296.  Correipondenoe  re- 
specting Arnold,  162,  283,  827,  337, 
347, 361, 380.  Views  on  Militia  Uws, 
369.  Letters  to  Oen.  Washington, 
377—383.  Compliment  to,  682,  684, 
666.  His  private  position,  712.  Wrong 
impressions  of  Board  of  War,  713. 
Oorrespondenee  with  J.  WUoox,  721, 
726,  727.  Sickness,  744.  Proposes 
to  eommand  troops  in  person,  760. 

Reily,  Capt.,  691. 

Report  to  Congress  respeeting  Gen. 
Maxwell,  138.  To  Assembly  on 
salaries  of  offieert,  789. 

-  Resignations  in  favor  of  persons  not 
allowable,  99l 

Resolutions,  of  Congress,  16,  20,  76, 
76,  83,  87,  101,  129,  164,  158,  173, 
204,  221,  249,  261,  263,  287,  293, 
316,  316,  366,  374,  413,  436,  439, 
600,   519,   642,  641,  732,  734,  741. 

.  Of  Assembly,  187, 192,  237,  244,  269, 
278,  284,  294,  296,  718,  740,  741. 
Board  of  War,  266.    Of  House  of 

.    DeUgates  of  Virgiaia,  441. 


Betnnf  ef  Sad  Brigade  of  Foot  under 
Col.  Johnston,  66.  Penna.  Brigade 
under  CoL  Stewart,  69.  Of  Gen.  Sk 
Clair's  division,  762. 

Revenge,  Cutter,  187,  241,  266,  28f, 
286,  289,  309,  310,  818,  322. 

Rice,  Patrick,  clerk  of  D.  Franks,  aL. 
lowed  to  go  to  New  York  to  settle 
aoeonats,  173.    Pass  for,  180. 

Rittenhouse,  Beqj.,  on  gonlock  Ibo- 
tory,  142. 

Bittenbonse,  David,  report  on  steto  of 
Treasury,  118,  303. 

Riot  at  J.  Wilson's  in  Phiiada.,  732, 
786,  744. 

Risberg,  Gustavus,  560. 

Roberdeaa,  Fort,  419,  446. 

Boberdeao,  Gen.  Daniel,  100, 137, 169^ 
167,  184,  192,  194,  198,  236,  290^ 
299,  643.  In  fkvor  of  Mrs.  Fergu- 
son, 100.    Of  Lt.  Meens,  299. 

Roberte,  John,  memorials  Ac,  in  favor 
of  his  pardon,  21,  to  44.  Memorid 
of  widow,  Ac,  respecting  dower,  122. 

Rogers,  Rev.  Wm.  (Chaplain)  asks  for 
clothing,  253.  Further  supplies, 
273,  277.    Half  pay  in  advance,  449. 

Root,  Hon.  Jesse,  respeeting  flour,  774b 

Ross,  George,  appointed  Judge  of  Ad- 
miralty— Letter  aeoepting,  211L 
Asks  for  a  Register,  461.  Claims  of 
Sloop  Aettre,  463.  Death  of,  664 
His  successor,  558* 

Rumford,  — >  of  Wilmington,  pnrohaM 
of  flour,  668,  660,  600,  601,  629. 

Rush,  Dr.  Benj'n,  appointed  to  inspect 
sickly  vessels,  408. 

Rush,  Joseph,  A  J.  Craig,  appointed  to 
appraise  Ship  Gen.  Greene,  303. 
Report,  320. 

Rush,  William,  Petition,  respecting 
work,  at  GaUies,  277. 

Russell,  Ensign,  Wm.  loses  leg  at 
Brandywiae,  609. 

Ryan,  PhUip,  641. 


8t  Clair,  Gen.  Arthur,  237,  291,  366, 
452,  607,  736.  Receives  a  cask  of 
wine  from  President,  292.  Wishes  to 
purchase  a  forfeited  estate,  491. 
Letter  on  army,  683.  Opinion  df 
victory  at  Stony  Point,  686.  M^or 
Lee's  stteeess,  666.  Retunis  of  his 
division,  752. 

Salt  seised  in  Philadelphia,  122, 1«, 
759,  766.  In  exehange  for  flour, 
674,676,678,682.693,769.  Soarcity 
of,  709,  728,  729,  734,  769.  For  flout, 
plan  of  Assembly,  718. 

Salt  works  on  Tonre  Bit er,  OO,  109,  Ul, 
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116.    OoL  Hftgnw  tokef  ohaigo  of 

766. 

Sftvadge,  Thomaa,  Letters,  96, 109,  111, 
116. 

Boalpa  of  IndiaDi,  inquiries  reepeeting 
a  reward  for,  362,  669. 

SeAmmell,  Alexander,  649. 

Sehnjler,  Philip,  11,  75. 

Schuylkill  River,  bridge  on,  9i.    Solli- 

.    van's,  94,107, 162. 

Bcott,  Thomas,  434. 

ficott,  WaUam,  lis. 

Bcott,  W.,  and  R.  SteTenson,  respect- 
ing eleetion  in  Tork  County,  206. 

SouU,  Major,  Secretary  of  Board  of 
War,  469. 

Seal,  for  Admiralty  Court,  694. 

£ear1e,  Hon.  James,  141. 

/Seditions  papers  ftom  British,  action 

•  -  of  Congress  agunst,  14,  16. 

Sergeant,  Jon.  D.,  267,  276,  896,  748. 
Arnold's  trial,  748. 

Shawnee  Town  in  possession  of  Butler, 
6. 

Sheriff,  High,  of  Philadelphia— to  re- 
place whipping  post,  Ac,  262. 

Sheriffs,  warranto  to,  149,  193. 

Shippen,  William,  letter  to  respecting 
Matthew  Clnrkson,  209. 

Shoemaker,  laeut.  Jacob,  666, 688. 

Skirmishes,  7. 

Sinking  Spring  Valley — proTlstons  to 
be  stored  at,  306. 

Slavery,  gradual  abolition  of  in  the 
State — bill  furnished  to  Assembly  for, 
79. 

Smith,  Qeorge,  164. 

Smith,  Col.  Matthew,  280,  306,  472, 
674,  689,  694,  606,  609,  614.  With 
Troops  at  Sunbnry,  609.  Elected 
Yioe  President,  745. 

Smith,  Merewether  and  R.  H.  Lee  on 
disputes  with  Virginia,  78. 

Smith,  Robert,  attack  on,  687. 

Smith,  Thomas,  696-7. 

Smith,  Dr.  William,  depositions  respect- 
ing, 259. 

Smith,  Wm.  Moore,  488. 

Smiths,  murder  of  Mr.  Boyd  by,  410. 

Snowden,  Jedediah,  wishes  to  be  clerk 
of  the  market,  708. 

Soldiers,  distress  of  families  of,  482, 
637,  666. 

Soldiers  and  Seamen,  disabled,  provided 
for,  89.    Bounties  io,  366,  748. 

Spalding,  Ci^u,  skimishei  with  In- 
dians, 8. 

Spirituous  liqaors,  act  against  distilla- 
tion from  grain,  126,  152. 

Spirituous  liquor  in  army,  660. 
Sprogel,  Lodick,  escort  of  troops,  129, 
652. 

.BUadley,  Pr.  Taleatioe,  166. 


Stenben,  Baron,  Invited  to  •xaminm 
defences  of  Delaware,  199.  Militia^ 
826.  BookonmiUtatydisciiiliiie,  ^43, 

Stewart,  CoL  Walter,  letters,   9,  660. 
Return  of  Pennsylvania  Brigade 
der,  69. 

Stephenson,  Col.,  death  of,  401. 

Stiles,  Capu  Joseph,  on  powder 
lines,  141.    On  arms,  238,  358. 

Stoddart^  Capt,  skirmish  witb  Ib« 
dians,  8. 

Stony  Point,  Wayne's  victory,  681, 
6)86.  Enemy  at,  686.  ResolalioB 
of  thanks  to  Gen.  Wayne,  741.  ' 

Straker,  William,  with  sevml  negroaa 
claimed  by  Mens.  Qerard,  Freoeh 
Minuter,  (See  VoL  VL)  10,  17,  61, 
62,70,83.    Letters,  71,  72. 

Strobogh,  Lieut,  death  of,  136, 148. 

Stroud,  Col.  Jacob,  letters,  A«.,63»  67^ 
673,  618. 

Sub- Lieutenants— circular  to,  105. 

Substitutes,  401. 

Sullivan,  denl,  John,  respecting  the 
bridge  built  by  him  on  Schuylkill, 
94,  J  20.  Letter  respecting  papers, 
211.  Impressing  waggons,  388, 437, 
433,  439.  Guard  for  stores,  461. 
On  ranging  Co's,  466, 668.  Respeot- 
ing  Quarter  Masteie.  Bscori  for 
stores,  406,  418,  424,  447,  467,  473. 
Respecting,  473,  612,  636.  Move- 
menu,  663,  664,  666,  686,  690-694, 
697,  620, 640,  649,  667, 686, 709, 716, 
721-724,  766,  768.  Complained  of, 
690,  693.  Letter  from,  693,  694. 
Going  to  Tioga,  694.  Destroys  In- 
dian Towns,  721-724,  766. 

Suobury,  troops,  Ac,  341,  344,  876, 
499,  663,  674,  693,  609,  619. 

Supreme  Court  at  Tork,  letter  from 
Judges,  773. 

Supaaif B  SxBcuTTVB  CouHoiL,  Letters. 
Adams,  Samuel  14,  763.  Admireltj, 
Judge  of,  568,  694.  Allen,  Mrs.,  462. 
Allison,  Francis,  Jr.,  689.  Armstrong, 
Gen.  John,  18.  Arnold,  M^.  Gen. 
Benedict,  310.  Artillery,  officers,  264. 
Assembly,  64,  77,  100,  142,  191,  202, 
472,  693,  712,  720,  788.  Atlee,  Wm., 
674,  773. 

Baltimore,  Magistrates,  390.  Barge, 
and  Tyng,  728.  Bayard,  John,  189. 
Beahm,  Philip,  13.  Blaine,  Sphraim, 
707.  .Bland,  CoL  Theo.,  107.  Blythe, 
CoL  BeiOn.,  496.  Board  of  War, 
(coatinontal),  90,  98,  101,  201,  202, 
227. 229,  230,  232,  266,  282,  284, 236, 
287,  289,292,  808,  312,  329,  339,840, 
876,  886,  889, 397, 404,  418,  420,421, 
424,  437,  442, 460,  464, 466,  469, 460, 
469, 480,  496,  496,607,  627, 640, 649, 
676,  677,  681, 691, 696,  709,  719, 718, 
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ri9,  irr,  rSO,  rsi.  Boyd,  Col.  An. 
drew,  97,  471.  Boyt,  Cap.  Nathan, 
200, 240, 248, 566.  Bradford,  Tbomaa, 
560.  Bradford,  W.  0.  556.  Brod- 
bead,  Col.  Danl.,  465,  505,  569,  710, 
771.  Brown,  Lt.  Col.  Alexr.,  515. 
Brown,  Lt.  Col.  John,  226, 371.  Boll, 
Col.  John,  240,  544,  635.  Burke, 
Thomas,  170,  173.  Bntler,  CoL  HI- 
chard,  482, 514.  BnUer,  Col.  Zehulon, 
283. 

Campbell,  Capt  Thoma«,  801,  447. 
Carotfaers,  Col.  John  405,  618.  Car- 
son, John,  437.  470,  637,  659,  691. 
Cheanej,  William,  599.  Circulars, 
104,  105,  183,  304  486.  Clarkson, 
Matthew,  (marshal,)  554.  Claypoole, 
James,  Sheriff,  252,  291,  860,  631, 
765.  Clingham,  W.,  158.  Clnggage, 
Cap.  Thos.,  612, 624, 659, 742.  Coats, 
Lt  Col.  Wm.,  376^  377,  764.  Com- 
mereial  Conunee.  of  Congress,  579, 
605.  Commissaries,  of  purchases  A 
issues,  304.  Commissary  Genl.  of 
Issues,  587.  Commissioners  for  Col- 
lecting  flour,  753,  766.  Commis- 
sioners, of  forfeited  Estates,  248. 
Commrs,  for  procuring  Salt,  769. 
Committee,  of  City,  461.  Committee, 
of  Congress,  84,  85,  88,  170.  Con- 
gress, 5,  12,  13,  14,  81,  89.  102,  106, 
127,  162,  241, 246,  261,  286,  270, 274, 
804, 312,  313,  324, 347,  369,  396. 417, 
479, 490,  567,  513, 521,  532,  536, 552, 
631,  647,  662, 664,  673,  695,  716,  738, 
756,  765.  Connor,  Col. Morgan,  336. 
Conyngham,  Cap.  G.,  320.  Council  of 
Maastts.,  138.  Coxe,  Col.  John,  749. 
Craig,  James,  Ac,  717.  Crawford, 
James,  760.  Crispin,  Wm.,  200,  314. 
Cushing,  Thomas,  250. 
DaTis,  Caleb.  444.  De  Haas,  Genl. 
J.  P.  330.  Dehaven,  Peter,  133,  175, 
195.  Delaney,  John,  94.  Delaney, 
Sharp,  762.  Delapt,  Richard,  702. 
Delegates,  in  Congress,  134, 137, 140,- 
141,  160, 174, 181,  184, 192,  422,  478. 
651, 557,  Delegates  in  Congress  from 
Va,184.  Deshler,  Charles,  17.  Dough- 
erty, Bernard,  186,  297.  Drayton, 
Wm.  H.,328,  336.  Dundaa,  James, 
Ac,  140.  253,  326,  333,  Dunlap, 
John.  201.  Dn  Portail,  Brig.  Gen., 
6h.,  272.  279,  280, 366,  399,  403,  409, 
690.  Dn  Simitiere,  3 IS. 
Edwards,  Major,  107,  152.  Eokhard 
Valentine,  552.  Erwin,  Capt  Joseph, 
563.  Euweln,  Revd.  John,  295. 
Eyre,  Col.  Jehu,  457.  Eyre,  BenJ.  G. 
Ac,  644. 

Farmer,  CoL  Lewis,  278,  689,  764. 
Farmer,  Michael,  453.  Fire  Com- 
panics,   134.    Fisher,    Henry,   390,    I 
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410,  705, 730.  Fitssimons,  Thomas, 
407.  Flower,  Col.  Btnj,,  294,  296, 
385.  Franklin,  Benjn.,  774. 
Galbraith,  Col.  Barlrem,  370,  607, 
622,  611,  679.  Galbraith,  Col.  Robt 
18,  74,  99.  Galloway,  Mrs.  Grace, 
93,  95.  Gerard,  Monsr.,  16,  17,  61, 
62,  70,  83,  164,  169,  185,  369,  278, 
595,  604,  632,  648,  651,  653,  708. 
Govemort  of  States,  197.  Greene,* 
Gen.  Nathl,  176,  179.  Greenwalt  P*» 
287.  Gregg,  Matthew,  334.  Gur- 
ney,  Francis,  496. 
Hagner,  Will.,  Ac,  671,  767.  Hale, 
Thomas,  688.  Hall,  Charles,  661. 
Haller,  Cap.  Henry,  488.  Hambright, 
John,  619.  Hand,  Gen.  Edward,  321, 
344,  403,  408,  715.  Harbeson,  BenJ. 
Ac,  102,  163.  Hardie,  Cap.  Robert, 
91,  92.  Harding,  Capt,  761.  Har- 
mar.  Col.  Joseph,  750.  Harris,  David, 
638.^  Hartley,  CoL  Thomas,  3, 10,  71, 
86,  87,  258,  391,  77^.  Haselwood, 
Comm.  John,  19, 1 12.  Henry,  George, 
139,  190,  239,  333,  366.  Henry,  Got. 
Patrick,  247,  441.  Henry,  Colonel 
William,  359, 416,  466,  614,  657,  599, 
600,  667,  71 L  Hcrrey,  MaJ.  George, 
666.  « Hewitt,  Thomas,  645.  Hodge, 
Andrew,  319.  Hoffman,  Stokely,  737. 
HoUiday,  William,  445.  Holker, 
Monsieur,  (Consul)  137,2:^8,499,502, 
50.%  510,  613,  531,  532,  636,  558,  560, 
680,  601,  628,  641,  669,  676,  678,  682, 
683,  636,  699,  701,  703,  713.  Hop- 
kinson,  Francis,  758,  694.  Hubley, 
Lt  Col.  Adam,  Jr.,  366,  498, 653, 596, 
721,  755.  Hubley,  John,  297,  667. 
Hunter,  Lt  Col.  Samuel,  116,  316, 
346,  375,  438,  455, 510,  546,  615,  619. 
Imlay,  John,  264.  Irwin,  Barclay  A 
Co.,  198,  244,  246,  263,  265, 266,  734. 
Irwin  A  Bridges,  314.  Irwin,  Mat- 
thew, 244,  261,  263,  311,  734,  765. 
Irwin,  Thomas,  Ac,  147. 
James,  Abel,  758.  Jameson,  David, 
629,  652.  Jameson,  D.  A  J.  Eichel- 
berger,  490,  630.  Jennifer  A  Root, 
750.  Jennings,  M.,  311,  359.  John- 
ston, CoL  Francis,  411,  581.  Jordan, 
Jesse,  194.  Joy,  Capt  Daniel,  663. 
Judges  of  Supreme  Court,  773. 
Eaekline,  Andrew,  775.  Eendal,  Jos. 
410.  Kirkbride,  Joseph,  108.  Knox, 
John,  433. 

Lang,  Capt  James,  537,  567. 
Leaming,  T.  A  George  Henry,  422. 
Levan,  Daniel,  610.  Levers,  Robert, 
15. 176.  Lieutenants,  267,  275,  486, 
650,  747.  Livingston,  Gov.  WillUm, 
260,  474,  480,  492.  Loehry,  Lt  Col. 
Arch'd,  173,  362,  863,  430,  564,  754, 
770.    London,  Samael,  206.    Long. 
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head^  James,  581»  678|  764.  Ijon, 
WlUiam,  144,  399. 

Mao  Ales  ter,  Col.  Rtohard,  110,  115, 
367,399,414,426.  McCalla,  William, 
620.  MoClenaohan.  B.  A  Co.,  248, 
252,  281,  285,  2S8,  809,  310,318,322, 
343,  364,  442,  768.  McCuUoh,  Cak>t 
John,  371,  506.  McGinley,  Capt. 
John,  052.  Mcllheney,  George,  315. 
Mcintosh,  Genl  Laehn.,  131.    Mo- 

'  Eean,  Thomas,  C.  J.,  21,225,  274, 
279,  328,  637,  614,  699,  703,  732,  735, 
744,  778.  Maclay,  Wm.,  192,  857, 
586,  593,  597,  598,  623.  MoPherson, 
Capt.  John,  180.  Marine  Committee, 
of  Congress,  70,  120,  187,  235,  241, 
58S,  657.  Marshall,  Christopher, 
668.  Marsteller,  CoL  Philip,  567, 
716.  Massachasets,  Pres.  of  Council, 
of,  231.  Maxwell,  Gen.  William,  178. 
Martin,  CoL,  446.  Meade  ft  CoL,  Geo. 
407.  Miller,  H.  ft  Jno.  Clark  Ji,  609. 
Mitchell,  John,  160,  189,  213,  248, 
262,  345, 474,  627, 746.  Montgomery, 
Capt.  James,  455,  476,  487,  521,  533, 
706,  755.  Moore,  Thomas,  543.  Mor- 
gan, Col.  Jacob,  Jr.,  484, 559.  Morris, 
A.  James,  760.  Morris,  John,  Jr., 
120,  309,  310.  Morris,  Rob|rt,  125, 
386,  41 7, 608.  Murray,  WUliam,  432. 
Myres,  Jacob,  745. 
Navy  Board,  695.  Neilson,  Capt* 
John,  74.  Nesbitt,  J.  M.,  210,  228, 
234,  246.  N.  Jersey,  Delaware  and 
Virginia,  152.  Newspaper  Printers, 
136,  201.  Nicholson,  Capt,  488. 
Nicola,  Lewis,  77, 190,  208, 255,  358, 
.362,  364,  387,  484, 489,  492,  509,  519, 
523,  526,  548,  549,  561,  562,  574,  625, 
634,  635,  641,  643,  646,  648,  663,  674, 
682,  698,  701,  767,  769,  775.  Nor- 
thampton Co.,  Inhabitants  of,  360. 
Northampton  Co.,  Colonels  of,  616. 

Officers  at  Billingsport  ft  M.  Id.,  409, 
424,  502,  720,  745.  Omdt,  John, 
625.    Owners  of  Brig  Achilles,  308. 

Patterson,  William  A.,  167.  Persons 
on  Forestalling,  1 13.  Pettit,  Charles, 
196,  335,  399, 403,  420, 433, 460, 481, 
495.  Philada.  Justices,  658.  Phyle, 
Br.  P.,  (Naval  Officer)  135.  Picke- 
ring, Timothy,  656.  Piper,  Lt.  John, 
578.  Pomroy,  Ralph,  312.  Potter, 
Gen.  James,  419.  Proctor,  CoL  Tho- 
mas, 121,  123,  135,  146,  260,  270, 
290,  298,  405,  423,  440,  476,  485. 
Purchasers  of  Flour,  548,  692,  766. 
Purchasers  of  Salt»  728. 
Read,  James,  289.  Read,  John,  272. 
Reading,  George,  345.  Recruiting 
Officers,  300.  Reed,  Bowes,  262. 
Risberg.  Gustavus,  550.  Rittenhouse, 
Bei^.,  142.      Rittenhou«e,    Darld, 
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802.    Roberdaau,  Gea.  Bsale^  100« 
137, 159, 167, 184, 192, 198,  230,  296, 
299,  643.    Roberts,  Widow,  iko.   of 
.John,  122.     Rogers,  Rev.  Wm.,  2^9, 
273,  449.     Root,  Hon.  Jeas^    774. 
Ross,  George,  212,  451,  468.     Raah 
ft  Hutchinson,  Drs.,  408.  Bosh,  Joa. 
ft  Jas.  Craig,  303.  Ryan,  Philip,  ML 
St  CUir,  Gen.  Arthur,  237,  291,  365, 
452,   491,   500,   582,  607,  665,  73«. 
Savadge,  Thomas,  96, 109,  111,  lltf. 
SoammeU  Alex.,  649.  Boot^  Thomaa, 
434.   Scott,  W.  ft  R.  Stevenaon,  206. 
SouU,    Ms^or,  469.      Bearle,    Hon. 
James,  141.   Sergeant,  Jonathan  X>^ 
267,  275,  395,  743.    Sheriff,  High  of 
Philad.,   252,  291,    360.      ShippMi, 
Wm.,  209.    Shoemaker,  Lt  Jacob, 
688.  Smith,  George,  164.  Smith,  CoL 
Mathew,  280,  306, 607,  609, 614,  747. 
Smith,  Meriwether,  ft  B.  H.  Lea,  73. 
Smith,  Thomas,  695.    Snowden,  Je- 
dediah,  709.    Sprogel,  Lodick,  129. 
SUndley,  Dr.  Valentine,  165.    Sten- 
ben.  Baron,  199,  325,  Stewart,  CoL 
Walter,  9,  660.  Stiles,  Capt  Joseph, 

141,  238,  358.    Straker,  William,  71, 
72.      Stroud,   CoL   Jaoob,   63,   613. 
Sullivan,  Gen.  Jno.  211,  388,  427, 
439,  450,  457, 473,  756,  768. 
Thompson,  Hon.  James,  632. 

Van  Campen,  John,  573,  574,  603. 
Wall,  Gen.  Geo.  Jr.,  103,  104,  660. 
Wardens  of  Philad.,  627.  Washing. 
ton.  Gen.  George,  119,  127,  129, 161, 
183,  210, 236,  293,  327, 337, 341, 351, 
377,  407,  447,  479,  535, 565,  626,  670, 
671,  672,  684.  Wayne,  Gen.  Anthony, 

142.  WetheriU,  Samuel,  Jr.  112. 
WeUel,  CoL  John,  299,  57^  579,  617. 
Whitesides,  Thomas,  10.  Wilcox, 
Alexander  ft  John,  122,  148,  721, 
725,  727.  Wilkinson,  Gen.  J.  449, 
744.  Will,  WilUam,  729, 759.  Toan  r, 
James,  98, 151.  Zeigler,  Capt  David, 

.   368. 

Susquehannsiy  settlements   on  N.  R. 

branch  burned  and  destroyed,  8L 

Survey  of  by  sUte,  210. 
Sutter,  Capt,  to  be  arrested,  632. 
Swanwiek,  Richard,  forfeited  eitale, 

328. 
Sweeny,  Lt,  ikinniah  with  IndiABfl,7. 
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Taxes,  assessed  or  laid,  80,  118,  157. 
Quota  of  each  state,  157. 

Test  law,  pardon  for  prisoners  nnder, 
130. 

Thanksgiving  day,  appohftied  by  Con- 
gress, 89, 757. 


INI»BX. 


796 


Theatrical  sad  'other    •musemenU 

recommended  by  Congress  and  As- 

■embly  to  be  suppressed,  7S.    Theic 

eyil  effects,  78. 
Thompson,  Qenl.,  proceedings  in  Con- 

l^esB  respecting,  and  C.  J.  McKean, 

137. 
Thompe on,  Hon.  Jas.,  parchases  flonr, 

632. 
Thompson*  Jeue,   8calpe4>   petition, 

308. 
Thompson,  TITin.,  letter  on  recmita,  65. 
Tioga    burned,  6.      Kannalcaloo,    XI. 

Gen.  Solliyan  marching  for,  594. 
Tobacco  trade  in  Philadelphiay  dalnosi 

of  complained  of,  452. 
Tories,  3,  6,  15,  112,  ISO,  164,  225,236, 

260,  387,  488, 493,563,  589, 651, 737. 

A  female,  474,  486,  492. 
Trado,    depredation*   by  Bnemy  o% 

235. 
Treason,  opinion  of  Jon.  D.  Sergeant, 

896. 
Treasury,  U.  S.  to  be  organised  and 

provided  with  a  honse,  §9.  Of  State, 

balance  in,  118. 
Trenton,  Troops  rendesvons  at,  764. 
Trumbull,    Qen.   Joseph,   commisary, 

death  of,  374.    Resolutions  oT  Con- 
gress respecting  settlement  of  hii 

accounts,  374,  396. 
Tryon,  Qot.  bums  Fairfield,    Oonn., 

661. 


Letter  from  Patrick  Henry  on  Em- 
bargo, 247.  Papers  respecting 
boundary  called  for,  309,  310,  441. 
Resolutions  of  House  of  Delegates  on 
boundary  line,  441.  Enemy  land  at 
Portsmouth,  4X2. 


Uniform  of  Troops,  Col.  Proctor  objecta 
to  color  of,  292.    Views  of  Qeneral 
^Washington  respoating,  293. 
Uk^ie,  Thomas,  535. 
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Tan  Campen,  John,  distress  at  Minni- 
•inks,  573,  575,  603. 

Tan  Noemer,  M.  introduced  by  Frank- 
lin, 774. 

Varnum,  Major,  and  his  company  haye 
hard  fare,  465. 

Taugban,  Gen.,  (British)  oommands 
expedition  to  Conn.,  561. 

Yemer,  Frederick,  exchange  of,  pro- 
posed, 246. 

Vessels,  order  reepeoting  in  Delaware, 
747. 

Virginia,  letter  firom,  on  disputes  with 
PensyWania,  73.  An  agent  from,  in 
Pittsburg,  79.  Circular  to,  152. 
From  Delegates  of,  in  Congress,  73, 
184.  ResolYCs  of  General  Assembly 
of,  185.     Iiottor  to  Goremor,  197. 


Wad%  Casta  pilotf  ^  Srenoh  £Hgat%    • 
12. 

Vade,  Francis,  letter  to  J.  MitehaU 
relatiye  to  landing  of  enemy  In  Vir- 
ginia, 412. 

Wadsworth,  Jeremiah — fears  a  want  of 
flour  for  the  army,  159,  672. 

Waggons,  Ac,  81. 98, 101, 151, 160, 175, 
194,  207, 248, 266,  335,  388, 402,  420, 
421,  424,  427,  433,  439,  460,  469, 
474,  478,  483,  484,  485,  495,  523^ 
746,  749,  750,  768. 

Hf  alker,  CapUin  Andrew,  to  J.  Haia* 
bright,  323. 

WaU,  Col.  George,  Jr.,  103,  104,  680. 

Wardeifb  of  Philadelphia,  letter  to  re* 
specting  ferries,  627. 

Warrant  to  Sheriff  to  siexe  salt,  149. 
George  Biohelberger,  193. 

Wairen,  James,  memorial  in  fiiror  of— 
aa  interested  in  Hare's  brewery,  113.     • 

Washington,  Gen.  George,  letters  to 
and  from,  89,  90,  l'5,  119,  127,  129, 
161, 187, 225,  293, 327,  337,  311,  351, 
377,  406,  447,  479,  555,  738.  HU 
moTcments  and  designs  on  Susque- 
haanah,  86.  Escort  of  Conrentiou 
Troops,  95,  99,  101,  104,  106, 107, 
1 1 0, 1 1 2.  On  intercourse  with  enemy, 
119,  127.  Reply  to  reqaest  to  sit  foe 
his  portrait  for  Council,  127.  On 
clothing,  129,  1(51.  On  rank  of  offi- 
cers, 188.  Respecting  Arnold,  188* 
Asks  for  surrey  of  Suaqnehannah — 
expedition  against  Indians,  210. 
Respecting  Tories  going  within  En- 
emy's lines,  225,  236.  Surrey  of 
Delaware  by  Du  Portail,  229.  Views 
of,  respecting  uniform  of  troops,  293. 
Wafers  ordered  from  Bethlehem,  295. 
Court  Martial  on  Arnold,  327,  337. 
Orders  troops  for  secret  expedition, 
329.  Pres.  Reed  to,  in  relation  to 
Gen.  Arnold,  337  341,  351,  380,  406. 
Correspondence  with  President  Reed, 
351,  377, 555,  684.  Extract  of  letter 
to  Congress  on  situation  of  enemy, 
479.  On  partiality  to  particular 
States,  353.  On  Militia,  354.  Col. 
John  Fitsgerald  aid  to,  370.  Respeoi- 
ing  Gen.  Salliran,  535,  555.  Col. 
Loehry  tenders  thanks  to,  565. 
Writes  for  Pennsylrania  Rangers  and 
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Riflemen,  568.  OneTacaationofFort 
Laurens,  669.  Offioere  who  have 
broken  parole,  626.  On  clothing  the 
Army,  670.  Anticipated  want  of 
flour,  671,  685.  Cooperation  with 
French  fleet,  736.  Supply  of  Militia, 
741.  Embargo  laid  to  aid  in  sup- 
plies, 745.  Freooh  fleet  to  cooperate 
with, '748.  Makes  an  effort  to  dose 
war,  748. 

Washington,  Fort,  Andrew  Boyd  taken 
prisoner  at,  384. 

Wayne,  Gen.  Anthony,  letters,  64, 142, 
255.  Brilliant  victory  at  Stony 
Point,  581,  585.  Resolution  of  thanks 
by  Assembly  and  Supreme  Execn- 
tlTs  Council  to  his  yictory  at  Stony 
Point*  741. 

Westbrook,  Maj.  Sam.,  respecting 
Brant,  Ac,  at  Minisinks,  63. 

West  Indies,  action  in,  636.  Success 
of  Count  B'Estaing's  fleet  in,  661. 

Westmoreland,  Troops  for^  305,  341, 
404»  406,  424,  515,  569. 

Wetherill,  Sam.,  Jr.,  inyitation  to  Mi- 
neral of  James  Young,  172. 

Wetsel,  Lt.  Col.,  complaints  against, 
195.  Respecting  orders,  299,  572, 
578,  617. 

Wheat,  high  price  of,  399,  717.  De. 
sUnotion  of  crops,  40 1,  426.  Pur- 
chase of,  559. 

Whiteside,  Thomas,  19. 

Wilcocks,  Alexander  and  John,  re- 
specting  salt  seised,  122,  148.  Cur- 
rency, 721,  725,  727. 

Wilkinson,  J.,  complaint  against  GenL 
Arnold,  449. 

Wilkinson,  Qen.  J.,  736,  744. 

Will,  William,  Ac,  salt,  729,  759. 

Wilson,  James,  Riot  at  (Fort  Wilson) 
in  Philadelphia,  732,  735,  744. 

Wine,  a  cask  of,  sent  by  President  to 
GenL  St.  Clair,  292. 


Wirtf,  Christian,  T.  M.,  respecting 
stores  at  Lancaster,  220. 

Woods,  George,  534. 

Wyalusing,  Col.  Hartley  arrires  at,  7. 

Wyoming,  danger  from  Indians,  3,  8. 
Murders  by  Indians,  16,  340,  357. 
Alarms  about,  63.  In^eBted  by  Indi- 
ans,  Ac,  81,  82, 87, 344,  384.  Express 
from,  284.  In  want  of  ammnnition, 
286.  Jesse  Thompson  scalped  near, 
308.  Gen.  Hand  on  his  way  to,  331^ 
344.  Stores  for,  408,  450.  Boats  for, 
438.  Guards  for  stores,  450.  CoL 
Htibley  and  Gen.  Snlliv^an  at»  553,  620. 
Head  Quarters  at,  568,  696. 
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Teas  and  nays  to  be  required  by  Dele- 
gates in  Congress  in  certain  eases^ 

174. 

Tork  Co.     Colonel  Galbraith   resigns 
several  oflices  in,  74.     Miiitla,   115, 
367.  Elections,  193, 206.    I«eteerA-om 
Scott  and  Stevenson,  206.      Affairs 
in,  401,  415.    Town  mi^^'*'  i^qoired 
about,  456,  459.    Embessiement  of 
public  stores  at»  490,  513,  529,  550, 
551,  652.    Is  a  Commissary  neces- 
sary?   530.    Martial  spirit  in,  623. 
Counterfeiters  in  prison,  694. 

Tork,  Col.,  (BriL)  561.  Wm.  Chesney, 
agent  of,  letter  on  conflseated  estates, 
599.    Criminals  at,  773. 

Foung,  James,  98,  146,  151.  Death 
and  invitation  to  Aineral  o^  172* 


Zeigler,  Capt  Darid,  368. 
Zeisberger,  D.  W.,  bis  life  in  danger, 
and  saved  by  sarages,  542. 
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